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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W

4 WASHING 10N,D.C. 20463
rsIIS0

February 16, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED-

S. Strother Smith
Smith, Robinson and Vinyard Inc.
117 W. Main Street
Arlington, Virginia 24210

RE: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

On February 14, 1979, the Commission voted to accept
the terms set forth in the Conciliation Agreement of
MUR 587(78). A copy of the Commission's determination
and of the Conciliation Agreement is enclosed for your
records.

Accordingly, the Commission intends to close its file
o7 on this-matter.

Sincer ly,

William . Odaker

General Counsel

Enclosures

Commission Certification

Conciliation Agreement



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican ) MUR 587 (78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

Washington County Republican Committee and its Treasurer, Robert E.

Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. S44lb;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction

over respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter of

this proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee' defined by

2 U.S.C. §431(d), which supports Federal and non-

Federal candidates.
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B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a

$400 corporate contribution from the law firm

of Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc., for specific

use in the 1977 Virginia Gubernatorial Election.

C. Part 102.6 of the Commission's Regulations permit

political committees to maintain a single account

to make contributions to Federal and non-Federal

candidates but only if all contributions received

are permissible under the Act.

D. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, prohibits contributions from corporations

to Federal candidates and to political committees

which support Federal and non-Federal candidates.

E. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent

Committee was a Federal "political committee," the

$400 corporate contribution would have to be refunded

or transferred to a separate, segregated, State

account in accordance with the provisions of 11 C.F.R.

S102.6, and he disagreed with that ruling.

F. On October 2, 1978, respondents transferred $400

into a separate, segregated, State account pursuant

to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:
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IV. Respondents failure to establish a separate, state

account for the purpose of making contributions to

Federal officeholders from Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard,

Inc. was in violation of 11 C.F.R. S102.6(a) (2) (ii).

V. The Commission does not contend that the respondents

intentionally violated any provision of the Act.

VI. Respondents will not engage in future action in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act,

2 U.S.C. §431, et seq., and submit that they have not

knowingly done so in the past.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

VII. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court.fer L111= ti.striaL of

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same nd the Commission has

approv d the entire agreement.

/DatL1 ila ae
General Counsel

DateS. Strother Sffith, Chairman

Washington County Republican
Committee

.... . ........11 ............ ........ ....... 
...... ............
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Washington County (VA)
Republican Committee

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer

MUR 587 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on February 14,

1979, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to

adopt the following recommendations, as set forth in the

General Counsel's Report dated February 8, 1979, regarding

the above-cautioned matter:

1. Accept the Conciliation Agreement.

2. Close the file.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Springer, Aikens, McGarry, Thomson, and Harris.

Attest:

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Signed by General Counsel: 2-8-79
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 2-9-79, 12:33, Friday
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 2-12-79, 10:30, Monday
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COM*ISSION
February 8, 1979

T9 FEB 9 P12: 3 3

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) ) MUR 587 (78)
Republican Committee)

Robert F. Tauseher, Treasurer)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

After a prolonged conciliation effort, the respondents have,

through the Chairman for the Committee, decided to sign the attached

conciliation agreement.

Although the words ,. for the District of Columbia .. "were

struck from paragraph VII, the Office of General Counsel does not

find this objectionable and would therefore recommend that the

Commission accept the signed conciliation agreement.

Recommendation

1. Accept the Conciliation Agreement

2. Close the file.

Date-/ William C. 0Oldake~r
General Counsel

Attachment

Conciliation Agreement
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S. STROTHER SMITH

WM. HOBART ROBINSON

ROBERT AUSTIN VINYARD

STEPHEN J. KALISTA

JOHN JEFFREY FLUCK

SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, INC.

117 WEST MAIN STREET

ABINGDON, VIRGINIA 24210

(703) 628- 7186

WISE, VA. OFFICE

Hf F B; :5OR( %I2.5FFCE
(703) 406 33111

CUINTWOOD, VA.OFFICE

(703) 926-4703

PLEASE REPLY TO:

ABINGDON OFFICE

January 31, 1979

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Reference your letter of January 22,
the signed Conciliation Agreement.

1979, I am returning

Sincerely yours,

SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

S. Strother Smfith 4iI

55: :nr

q.A: '?--

k~ ~

AA-1- 1 um I .. .1-
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican ) MUR 587 (78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

Washington County Republican Committee and its Treasurer, Robert E.

- Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. §441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Ccorlittee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction

over respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter of

this proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee' defined by

2 U.S.C. §431(d), which supports Federal and non-

Federal candidates.

-M; 117 -- 7, IM"T
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B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a

$400 corporate contribution from the law firm

of Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc., for specific

use in the 1977 Virginia Gubernatorial Election.

C. Part 102.6 of the Commission's Regulations permit

political committees to maintain a single account

to make contributions to Federal and non-Federal

candidates but only if all contributions received

are permissible under the Act.

D. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, prohibits contributions from corp6rations

to Federal candidates and t,-o political committees

which support Federal and non-Federal candidates.

E. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent

Committee was a Federal "political committee," the

$40)0 corporate contribution would have to be refunded

or transferred to a separate, segregated, State

account in accordance with the provisions of 11 C.F.R.

§102.6, and he disagreed with that ruling.

F. on October 2, 1978, respondents transferred $400

into a separate, segregated, State account pursuant

to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:
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IV. Respondents failure to establish a separate, state

account for the purpose of making contributions to

Federal officeholders from Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard,

Inc. was in violation of 11 C.F.R. S102.6(a) (2) (ii).

V. The Commission does not contend that the respondents

intentionally violated any provision of the Act.

VI. Respondents will not engage in future action in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act,

2 U.S.C. S431, et se. and submit that they have not

knowingly done so in the past.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

VII. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court.*o. L1e eDisLric of

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has

approved the entire agreement.

Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Date S. Strother Smith, Chairman
Washington County Republican
Committee



S. STROTHER SMITH

WN. HOBART ROBINSON

ROBERT AUSTIN VINYARD

STEPHEN .J. NAUISTA

JOHN JEFF4EY PLUCK

January 31,

SMITH, ROBSINSON & VINYARD

ATIOtt4EYS AT JLAW, INC.

117 WEST MAIN STREET

ABINODON, VIROINIA 24210

(703) 628- 7186

WISE, VA. OPFICE

L) 0A'69 %6OA4PLI PFICE
(703) 4Ao3111

CUINTWOOD, VA. OFFICE
(703) 94 470

PLEASE FRUPLy To:

ABINGDON OPPICE

1979

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission,
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Reference your letter of January 22,
the signed Concili~tion Agreement.

1979, I am returning

Sincerely yours,

SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

S. Strother
/

SSS : nr

4Thr~

~5-C)

90 F397



.Ni iTjiI, P01 i I NSON & VINYA R[D

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, INC.

117 WEST MAIN STRUA-T

A13INGDO)(-N,\VIFCINIA 1242!I(O

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463



'1 FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
325 K S1REL[JNW

WASHNGTON ,DC. 20463

Sr~r~s ~January 22, 1979

* CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

S. Strother Smith
Smith, Robinson and Vinyard, Inc.
117 W. Main Street
Arlington, Virginia 24210

RE: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

* This refers to your recent suggested change to the
Commission's proposed conciliation agreement. Please note

that paragraph IV of the enclosed agreement has been amended
in light of your suggested changes to our original proposal.
Please note also that paragraphs V and IX have been omitted
entirely from this agreement.

Please sign the agreement and return it to the Commission
within five days. I will then recommend that the Commission
ratify the agreement.

If you have any further questions, please contact Duane
A. Brown, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-
4000.

Si erelty,

Willi inC. Oldaker
General Counsel40

Enclosurelo

~ I!alL

C



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican ) MUR 587 (78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

Washington County Republican Committee and its Treasurer, Robert E.

- Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. §441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction

over respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter of

this proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee' defined by

2 u.s.C. §431(d), which supports Federal and non-

Federal candidates.
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B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a

$400 corporate contribution from the law firm

of Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc., for specific

use in the 1977 Virginia Gubernatorial Election.

C. Part 102.6 of the Commission's Regulations permit

political committees to maintain a single account

to make contributions to Federal and non-Federal

candidates but only if all contributions received

are permissible under the Act.

D. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, prohibits contributions from corporations

to Federal candidates and to political committees

which support Federal and non-Federal candidates.

E. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent

Committee was a Federal "political committee," the

$400 corporate contribution would have to be refunded

or transferred to a separate, segregated, State

account in accordance with the provisions of 11 C.F.R.

§102.6, and he disagreed with that ruling.

F. on October 2, 1978, respondents transferred $400

into a separate, segregated, State account pursuant

to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:



-3-

IV. Respondents failure to establish a separate, state

account for the purpose of making contributions to

Federal officeholders from Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard,

Inc. was in violation of 11 C.F.R. §102.6(a) (2) (ii).

V. The Commission does not contend that the respondents

intentionally violated any provision of the Act.

VI. Respondents will not engage in future action in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act,

2 U.s.c. §431, et seq., and submit that they have not

knowingly done so in the past.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

VII. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has

approved the entire agreement.

Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Date S. Strother Smith, Chairman
Washington County Republican
Committee



BEIFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Washington County Republican
Committee

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer
Smith, Robinson and Vinyard, Inc.

MUR 587 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I. Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission do hereby certify that on January 18,

1979, the Commission determined by a vote of 5 to 0 to

approve the proposed conciliation agreement and letter

attached to the General Counsel's Report dated January 2,

1979.

Ccxrmissiorer Harris was not present at the tii of the

vote.

Attest:

Date , Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the OCariission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 1-9-79, 12:30
Circulated on a 48 hour vote basis: 1-9-79, 2:00
Objection submitted : 1-11-79, 9:44
Placed on Meeting Agenda of January 18, 1979.
Objection withdrawn at meeting of January 18, 1979 and] above action taken.

pff"7



)FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS'J

DATE: JANUARY 11, 1979

SUBJECT: OBJECTION - MUR 587 - General Counsel's
Report dated 1-2-79;
Received in OCS: 1-9-79,
12 :30

The above-named document was circulated on

a 48 hour vote basis at 2:00, January 9, 1979.

Commissioner Tiernan submitted an objection to

the revised report at 9:44, January 11, 1979, thereby

placing MUR 587 on the Executive Session Agenda for

January 18, 1979.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
i YJ 1325 KSTREET N.W 9 JAN 9 All 2* 9

WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

J&sr.,uary 9, 1.979

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Eimmons

FROM: Elissa T. Gar 47j
SUBJECT: MUR 587

Please have the General Counsel's Report on KIJR 587 withdrawn

from circulation to the Commission. A revised report will be

circulated as soon as possible. Thank you.

MUR 587 was circulated on a 48 hour vote basis at 3:00,

January 8, 1979.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMIISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County Republican )
Committee)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer )
Smith, Robinson and Vinyard, Inc.)

MUR 587(78)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

Background

On September 5, 1978, the Commission found reasonable cause

to believe that respondents Washington County Republican Committee

("the Committee") and Robert Tauscher were in violation of 2 U.S.C.

§441b for accepting, and respondent Smith, Robinson, and Vinyard,

Inc. ("the Corporation") violated 2 U.S.C. S44lb for making a $400

corporate contribution.

Discussion

This matter basbeen in conciliation since September 11, 1978.

The negotiations have included several drafts before arriving at

the proposed agreement which is attached for Commission approval.

Counsel for the respondents has given verbal approval to the content

of this draft.

Recommendation

Approve the proposed conciliation agreement attached to this

report and send the attached letter. 
1

Da te\

Attachments
Conciliation Agreement
Letter to S. Strother Smith

qW1 7l010 C. Oldaker I'' a1:5
General Counsel

C-

-u

~



* FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINCTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

S. Strother Smith
Smith, Robinson and Vinyard, Inc.
117.W. Main Street
Arlington, Virginia 24210

RE: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

This refers to your recent suggested change to the
Commission's proposed conciliation agreement. Please note
that paragraph IV of the enclosed agreement has been amended
in light of your suggested changes to our original proposal.
Please note also that paragraphs V and IX have been omitted§1 entirely from this agreement.

Please sign the agreement and return it to the Commissioi
C-1 within five days. I will then recommend that the Commission

ratify the agreement.

If you have any further questions, please contact DuaneN A. Brown, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-
4000.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

I



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIM#
October 11, 1978

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican) MUR 587 (78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer )

CONC ILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of infor-

mation ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its

supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been

conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to

believe that respondents Washington County Republican Committee

and its Treasurer, Robert F. Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. S44lb;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction

over respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter

of this proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee" defined by

2 U.S.C. §431(d), which supports Federal and non-

Federal candidates.
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B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted

a $400 corporate contribution from the law firm

of Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc., for specific

use in the 1977 Virginia Gubernatorial Election.

C. Part 102.6 of the Commission's Regulations permit

political committees to maintain a single account

to make contributions to Federal and non-Federal

candidates but only if all contributions received

are permissible under the Act.

D. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, prohibits contributions from corporations

to Federal candidates and to political committees

which support Federal and non-Federal candidates.

E. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent

Committee was a Federal "political committee," the

$400 corporate contribution would have to be

refunded or transferred to a separate, segregated,

State account in accordance with the provisions of

11 C.F.R. S102.6 ,and he disagreed with that

ruling.

F. On October 2, 1978, respondents transferred $400

into a separate, segregated, State account pursuant

to 11 C.F.R. §102.6o

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:

...... ....
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a. 4. . .4.

varr~nm- 4-his -PO-ratoe frm.~L~j11 £,u SiMTTM, K025THluiu, N
Vinyardy-EIv. war in Vio~ation or 11 c. F. N. s±u.() % 4A.

V. That appropriate officers of the respondent Committee

will voluntarily testify before any Commission proceeding, or

before any other proceeding, at which the matters at issue herein

are relevant, OI0t A4 46 40..,AXV?1a &.A

VI. Respondents will not engage in future action in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 U.S.C. S431,

et seq., and submit that they have not knowingly done so in the

past.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

VII. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District e4

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission

has approved the entire agreement.

~I 4 i agreed that :resW.Fee.z~ dn

" "L " '. , I 1 .1 , - 11 -1-1 - .I

2/-/"-"W-W
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William C. Mlaker
General Counsel

'le

~S. Strother Smit , Chairman
Washington County Republican

Date



SMITH, IH)BINSON 8& VP'NlAUD)

A'IToRNE'YS ATr LAW, INC.

117 WEST MAIN STREET

ALIIN(;DOXN, VI RGINIA .24 210
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
~1325 K STREET N.W

SI~rs o~ WASHING IOND C. 20463

October 26, 1978

S. Strother Smith, Esquire
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.
117 W. Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia- 24210

Re: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

This refers to your letter of September 12, 1978,
with enclosure, in which you put forth a number of suggested
changes to the Commission's proposed conciliation agreement.
This is to also note receipt of Mr. Tauscher's letter of
October 2, 1978 in which he stated that $400 had been
transferred to the party's state account. Based on the
information contained in these letters and your proposed
agreement, the Commission, on October 25 ,1978, determined
to continue efforts at conciliation with a further revised
agreement. A copy of this agreement is attached. Please

C11k note that paragraphs III, IV, V, VI, and VII of the enclosed
agreement have been amended in light of your suggested
changes to our original proposal. Please note also that
the enclosed agreement contains no provision for a civil
penalty. It does, however, provide that the Commission has
jurisdiction over the respondents in the subject matter of
this proceeding. If you agree with the provisions of the
enclosed agreement, please sign it and return it to the
Commission within ten days. I will then recommend that
the Commission ratify the agreement.

As we advised you previously, the Commission has a
duty to attempt to correct such violations for a period
of 30 days by informal methods of conference, conciliation
and persuasion, and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S. C. S§4 37g (a) (5) (A) .
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If-you have any questions please contact Philip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter,, at
202-523-4175.

William C7Olda
General Counsel

Enclosure



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
October 11, 1978

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican) MUR 587 (78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer )

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having'been initiated on the basis of infor-

mation ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its

supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been

conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to

believe that respondents Washington County Republican Committee

and its Treasurer, Robert F. Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. §441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction

over respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter

of this proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee" defined by

2 U.S.C. §431(d), which supports Federal and non-

Federal candidates.

.............. ..........
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B. on October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted

a $400 corporate contribution from the law firm

of Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc., for specific

use in the 1977 Virginia Gubernatorial Election.

C. Part 102.6 of the Commission's Regulations permit

political committees to maintain a single account

to make contributions to Fe:,deral and non-Federal

candidates'but only if all contributions received

are permissible under the Act.

D. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, prohibits contributions from corporations

to Federal candidates and to political committees

which support Federal and non-Federal candidates.

E. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent

Committee was a Federal "political committee," the

$400 corporate contribution would have to be

refunded or transferred to a separate, segregated,

State account in accordance with the provisions of

11 C.F.R. §102.6 ,and he disagreed with that

ruling.

F. On October 2, 1978, respondents transferred $400

into a separate, segregated, State account pursuant

to 11 C.F.R. §102.6#

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:

111111111 ---
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IV. Respondents' failure to place into a separate, State

account the corporate contribution from Smith, Robinson, &

Vinyard, Inc. was in violation of 11 C.F.R. S102.6(a) (2) (ii).

V. That appropriate officers of the respondent Committee

will voluntarily testify before any Commission proceeding, or

before any other proceeding, at which the matters at issue herein

are relevant.

VI. Respondents will not engage in future action in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 U.S.C. S4311

et seq., and submit that they have not knowingly done so in the

past.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

VII. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission

has approved the entire agreement.

IX. It is agreed that respondents shall have 30 days from

the date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and

............ .... ..............
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to implement the requirements contained in this agreement

and to'so notify the commuission.

William, C. Oldaker
General Counsel

S. Strother Smith, Chairman
Washington County Republican

Committee

Date

Date



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 587 (78)

Washington County Republican)
Committee;)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer;)
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on October 25,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to

adopt the following recommendations, as set forth in the

General Counsel's Report dated October 11, 1978, regarding

the above-captioned matter:

1. Approve the proposed conciliation agreement
attached to the above-named report.

2. Approve and authorize the sending of the
letter to the respondents attached to the
above-named report, along with the
conciliation agreement.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners

Harris, Staebler, Thomson, and Springer.

Date Mroi .Emn
secretary to the Commission

Report signed: 10-19-78
Report received in Office of Commission Secretary: 10-20-78, 1:46
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 10-23-78, 9:00

I M F7_1"' "7 I
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
October 11, 1978

78 OCT2 P : 46

In the Matter of)

Washington County Republican )MUR 587 (78)
Committee;

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer;)
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND:

On September 5, 1978, the Commission found reasonable

cause to believe that respondents Washington County Republican

Committee ("the Committee") and Robert Tauscher were in viola-

tion of 2 U.S.C. S44lb for accepting, and respondent Smith,

Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. ("the Corporation") violated 2 U.S.C.

S44lb for making a $400 corporate contribution. A proposed

conciliation agreement was received by respondents on September 11,

1978.

II. EVIDENCE AND DISCUSSION:

Under §102.6 of the Commission's regulations, the contri-

bution to respondent Committee would not have been absolutely

prohibited if the Committee had set up a segregated State account

to receive corporate contributions. The Committee has had notice

of this regulation at least since March 30, 1978, when the

Disclosure Division notified them of this. our previous dis-

cussion with Mrs. Strother Smith, who is respondent Committee's

counsel, as well as a member of the contributing law firm, are

set out in the Interim Reports to the Commission of June 21, and
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July 21, 1978. In these discussions, counsel advised us that

a separate State account had been established and that the contri-

bution would be transferred, but Provided no documentation in support

of this information. In order to obtain voluntary compliance with

the Act, in light of this situation, the Commission determined to

conclude this matter by entering into a conciliation agreement with

the respondents.

On September 12, 1978, respondents' counsel wrote the Commission

with suggested changes in the Commission's proposed agreement.l/

These changes and deletions are marked on the agreement itself.
p-v.

(See attachment II) Most significantly respondents propose that

no civil penalty be assessed against them and that an admission of

- a violation be stricken. on October 2, 1978, respondents advised

-* us that $400 had been transferred to the respondent Committee's

separate State account. (See attachment I).

In light of respondents' suggested changes and the fact that

the funds have been transferred to their State account, we are

recommending the Commission approve a new proposed agreement. (See

attachment III). We are recommending that no provision for a civil

penalty be included in the new agreement, since voluntary compliance

has been obtained with the transfer of funds.

The new proposed agreement incorporates some of the changes

made by the respondents relating to the facts of this matter.

(Compare paragraph III of both attached agreements). Furthermore,

the new agreement includes the admission of a violation which

respondents sought to have stricken from our original proposed

1/ while Mr. Smith was adamant when he stated that his counter offer
was final, we think his position should also be viewed in light of
the provisions of the agreement he found acceptable and of the treasurer's
October 2 letter. Given these considerations, we think further con-
ciliation might be productive.
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agreement, but reference to Commission regulation S102.6(a) (2)

(ii) is made instead for clarification. (See paragraph IV of

Attachment II). Respondents had proposed that paragraphs I, III

and IX of the original agreement, relating to the Commission's

jurisdiction over this matter, be stricken. The new proposed

agreement reinserts these paragraphs. (See paragraphs I, II,

and VII of Attachment II).

III. RECOMMENDATION:

Approve the proposed conciliation agreement and letter

attached to this report, and authorize the sending of these to

respondents.

4bate I Wil1i am Xdaker
General Counsel

Attachments:
I: Letter of October 2, 1978 from Respondent Tauscher

II: Letter of September 12, 1978 from Respondents'
counsel, with attachment

III: New proposed agreement and letter to Respondent.

.................
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iEDERAL ELECT 104
Box '451R&~viAbingdon, Virginia
24210
OctobWB & Tlq-i PIA 12: Zq

Mr. William C. 0Jldaker
General Counaei
Federal El1ection Commission

SK Street
Washington, D). C. 200.5 862

Re: MUR/ (841

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

The incident in question as outlined in your letters of
June Is 19/16 and September 6. 19'16 to SeStrothor Smith or Ab.Ln~don
Virginia, please be advised that S400OUU has, this date, been depoaited
in the Washington County Republican Party-State Candidate Support
Accounat at the Washington County National Banict Abingdon, Virginia

This deposit represents the first monies available and authorized
by the Washington County Republican Committee as available to satisfy
the instructions in your letter. Monies collected earlier were usea
to retire existing outstanding debL~s carried ovrer from 1977 and those
accruing for 1976 operating expenses.

The Republican Committee of Washington County currently maintainS
three separate accounts at Washington County National Bank, Abingdon,
Virginia. (1) Washington County Republican Party-Operating Expense
Account (2) Washington County Republican Party-Federal Candidate

N Support Account (5 Washington County Republican Party-State Can-
didate Support Account.

As you know, this matter has been handled between yourself and
the Chairman of the Washington County Republican Committee, S.* Strother
Smith III since receipt of your initial communication dated June 1,
19,16,

Very truly yours,

Robert E, Tauscher, Treasurer
Washington County Republican Committee.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL'ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

6'14Washington County (VA) Republican Committee;)
-,Robert F., Tauscher, Trersurer

806488

MUR 587(78)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having boon initiate4j on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

Washington County Republican Committee and its Treasurer, Robert F.

Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. S441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

S2 U*S.C1,.'5437g(a)(5), do hereby agree as follows: .

(000 I. e TH re ?e ural rEieaton Commisinh,~rait~ '"r

II. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s4a Tha e~ --e ae a o~oalppe ettni1ty to

~ dB~3nsr~tzthatoacinbud etkni ± i!er

C1 -11

%777-- - - -- &" I_- - --- X - I Ulu =-r- clil 1%; ZPLA jw=%-' 11142 t- U.L I I.L 5
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III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee" defined by 2 U.s.c

S431 (d)~ -4 &~)A~~~~

B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a $400

corporate contribution from the law firm of Smith,

Robinson, &Vinyard, Incfr.4!a$ LC.L4d 171?jA
;C.The.Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

4- .prohibits contributions to Federal candidates and

4political committees from coprton~ o

D. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer Of respondent &KV

Committee was informed that since the respondent Committee

was a Federal "political committee," the $400 corporate

contribution would have to be refunded or transferred

to a separate, segregated, State account in accordance

with the provisions of 11 C.F.R. §102.6(b))~4 44 d~~~£fZ
WHEREFORE, respondents agree:

IV. Respondents' acceptance of a corporation contribution from

Smith, Robinson, &Vinyard, Inc. was in violation of 2 U.S.C. S44lb.
A

spoden Gheor -4 other appropriate officers o
the respondent Committee will voluntarily testify before any

Commission proceeding, or before any other proceeding, at which

the matters at issue herein are relevant.

~rzast~ry n - ll ut urf une kucreiHu.O)Dl-r u

the espndet Cmmiteepursuant to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.
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VIII. Respondents will not engage future action in violationo

the Federal Election Campaign Ac U S. C. S4 31, et sq4

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

IX. -Whe m'ino eut anYonoe filing a GeomPlaint ndr

'3U..C. 94,onl) uVc i the =ta.ters-at itu= .- i 1  ~ t

Q.Wf mrktiallp 11ay r iew icuurilia"Icev wih toi agel~iteZz. If the e~anu1*,

X. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that

all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has approved

the entire agreement.

XI. It is agreed that respondents shall have 30 days from the

date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and to implement

the requirements contained in this agreement and to so notify the

Commission.

DAT
Lj ,4 WASHINGTON COUNTYRSPUBLICAN

COMMIITTEE

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

IN
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SMIT.H, ROBINSON & VINYARD

S. STRCYTHER SMITH
WM. HOBART ROBINSON
ROBERT AUSTIN VINYARD

STEPHEN J1. KAUSTA

JOHN JEFFREY PLUCK

ATFORNE jS AT LAW, INC.

117 WEST MAIN STREET

ABINGDON, VIRGINIA 2420

1703) 6289- 7188

.4. J

WISE, VA. OFFICE
(73)ag 9- 3119

OAKWOOD, VA. OFFICE
(703) 496-3111

CLINTWOOD, VA. OFFICE
(703) 926-4703

PLEASE REPLY TO:
ABINGDJON OFFICE

I.,-

September 12, 1978

Phillip Kellett
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Kellett:

This letter is in response to a letter to me as Chairman of the Washington
County Republican Committee from William C. Oldaker, General Counsel.

As I told you when I last talked to you on the telephone, the members of
my Committee frankly feel that any action whatsoever in this regard by the
Federal Election Commission is a matter of bureaucratic harrasement and
frankly, when I brought the matter before my Committee this past Monday
night, the majority of the Committee wish to say, in effect, "millions for
defense and not one cent for tribute". After discussing the matter with
them to a great extent and going into the situation of the time and expense
that would be *involved to successfully litigate a matter such as this, I
finally got them to agree to the Consiliation Agreement that you will find
attached herewith as changed as noted by my initials "SSS III".

You are hereby notified that Robert Tauscher is extremely ill and presently
in the,-hospital and is, not able to take part in any negotiations of this

Smatter ! .X ou,-ars further, notifiled that I was authorized by the, Republia
-Cmtt. Vshngton~Cbty 'to -band le al11 of "the"e matters; and thatHr
Taus bIrh no responsibility for these.

You will;'note from the Consiliat ion Agreement that we do not agree that
the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter
of this proceeding, though we do admit that to the extent that the Federal
Election Commission is operating constitutionally and within the limitations
of the intent of Congress in passing 2 U.S.C., §440, et. §sg. that we are
somewhat controlled by that committee, at least as to Federal elections.

As to Paragraph II, we do not admit that we have had a reasonable opportunity
to demonstrate that no action should be taken in the matter because we have
not been afforded a proper hearing in the matter by a jury of our piers in a
district where the offense, if any, was commitv:ed and that we, if we get to
any kind of litigation involving this matter, will insist on our rights to be
tried by a jury of our piers in the district w~here the offense was committed
if, in fact, any offense was committed.



SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

Phillip Kellett
Page 2
September 12, 1978

As to Paragraph III, we will accept sub-paragraph A with the additional
words that we are a political committee not only for federal elections
but also for state and local elections. We would also add to that for the
record that we are an ongoing political committee for the Republican party
for all Republican candidates who run for election in Washington County,
Virginia, and that we do not, nor have we ever heretofore spent moneys
collected for Federal candidates on state campaigns nor have we spent moneys

S collected for state campaigns on federal campaigns. Furthermore, you should
"know that all candidates for federal office in the Commonwealth of Virginia
rm-at a time when there are no local candidates elected nor are there any
state candidates elected.

As to sub-paragraph B, we admit that allegation with the addition that that
contribution was made for the specific purpose of being donated to the
state wide candidacies of John Dalton for Governor, Joe Canada for Lt. Governor,
and Marshall Coleman for Attorney General. This money was specifically ear-
marked for state election campaigns and was used by the committee strictly for
state elections.

As to sub-paragraph C, we admit that the Federal. Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, prohibits contributions to Federal candidates and political
committees from corporations but we deny the constituticnality of that Act
as it applies to us and we further deny the constituL.±3Cnality of that Act if.
it is held in any way, shape or form to limit in any way, shape or form con-
tributions by corporations to state or local candidates or to committees oper-
ating for state or local candidates.

As to sub-paragraph D, we agree to sub-paragraph D with the addition that he
disagreed with that ruling.

As to Paragraph IV, our only admission in that is as follows:

"Respondents' acceptance of a corporation contribution from
Smith, Robinson & Vinyard, Inc. was NOT in violation of 2
U.S.C. §441b if that section is constitutional and valid and
it was not in violation of any valid law or regulation of
the federal government or any other government which would
have jurisdiction over the Respondents."

As to Paragraph V, we specifically do not say that Mr. Tauscher would testify
but we do agree that other appropriate officers of the Respondent Committee
will testify before any Commission proceeding which is held in the Western
District of Virginia or before any other proceeding which is held at the
Western District of Virginia and at which the matters at issue herein are re-
levant. In regard to the Western District of Virginia, we are talking about
the Abingdon Division of the Western District of Virginia.

As to Paragraph VI, we absolutely will not, without an appropriate Court Order
pay any civil penalty to the U. S. Treasury pursuant to any regulations that
you might list.



SM ITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

Phillip Kellett
Page 3
September 12, 1978

As to Paragraph VII, we do agree that,-in order to settle this matter and
without waiving any of our positions heretofore taken, we will transfer
$400 to a separate State campaign account of the respondent Committee but
we will do so under protest only and we state at this point that we feel
that such a transfer, if not illegal, is certainly immoral and improper be-
cause it means that moneys which were donated to our Committee specifically
for Federal campaign purposes in this Federal election year are to be di-
verted from the purpose for which they were donated to a purpose which may
be entirely different from the purpose of the maker of the donation. In
many instances we will have donations made in a Federal election year which
are intended to be used for Republican candidates for Federal office and
these donations are made by persons who call themselves local Democrats and
who may even be Democratic office holders on the local leval. Thus, it is
very possible that the $400 that is transferred to a separate State campaign
account could be moneys which are donated by Democratic office holders and
then turned around and used against those very office holders in accordance
with your order. We would state that this is not only unreasonable but im-
moral and we would do so only under protest as a way of settling this matter.
In this regard, you should know that at least 50 percent of our Committee
indicated that they felt very strong feelings that we should not even agree
to this.

As to Paragraph VIII, we do agree that we will not intentionally engage in
future actions in violation of the Federal Campaign Act to the extent that
the Federal Campaign Act is constitutional and is proper but that we further

(V submit that we have not done so in the past.

As to Paragraph IX, we specifically deny all points in Paragraph IX and we
specifically deny that the U. S. District Court for the District of Columbia
has any valid constitutional jurisdiction over us.

Wo do agree that the Agreement, as amended, and as interpreted and expanded
' by thts letter will become effective as of the date that all parties have
executed the same and the Commission has approved it. We do agree with
Paragraph XI.

As to the signer of this Agreement, since Mr. Tauscher is sick and in the
hospital and unable to take part in any negotiations, I have signed it as
Chairman. Under our Party Plan,, I am authorized to do so.

I have been specifically instructed by my Committee to inform you that this
offer of settlement is our absolute bottom line. I will not write any more
letters to you or to anyone else since my time as charged to my clients is
$75 per hour and my experience with the United States Government is that they
don't tend to pay me for my time.

I will further state that I agree with my Committee that this matter is a
matter of harrassment since I know of specific violations of the law as passed
by Congress which have been reported to your Committee by Democrat candidates
for Congress and by business men paying contributions of very large amounts of



SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

Phillip Kellett
Page 4
September 12, 1978

stock in corporations which have watered down the other stockholders holdings
and who have had no action taken against them whatsoever. Furthermore, I
would respectfully submit that this is a matter to try to impede the political
activity of law abiding, honest, local citizens who are simply trying to elect
candidates who they feel are the best qualified to run our State, our County and
our Nation.

That resolution was passed unanimously by my Coinmit tee.,-

T' am sending a copy of' this letter to the Honorable William C. Wampler and
all of the members of the Virginia Congressional Delegation as well as Senator
Scott and Senator Byrd so that they will be aware of the positions that your
Coummission is taking. I am sure that the position that you are taking in this
situation is far beyond the intent of Congress when Congress passed this legis-
lation.

If we do not hear from you that the Commission has accepted this compromise of-
fer within two weeks of our mailing of this letter, that is by no later than
October 1, 1978, we will assume that your commission has rejected it and we
will prepare to take whatever action is necessary to defend ourselves in the
Courts.

Sincerely yours,

SMITH, ROBINSON &VINYARPD

S. Strother Smith, III, Chariman
Washington County Republican Committee

SSS:nr

Enclosure

cc: Hon. William C. Wampler
Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr.
Hon. William C. Scott
Hon. J. Kenneth Robinson
Hon. Caldwell Butler
Hon. William Whitehurst
Hon. Robert Daniels
Hon. William C. Wampler
Hon. Paul Trible

P. S. You should know that all decisions made by the Washington County Republican
Committee and reported by me to you in this letter were made unanimously.

................ I'll, . I I I .. I . 1 _ -
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

rSqy1 0

S. Strother Smith,, Esquire
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.
117 W. Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

This refers to your letter of September 12, 1978,
~wA with enclosure, in which you put forth a number of suggested

changes to the Commission's proposed conciliation agreement.
This is to also note receipt of Mr. Tauscher's letter of
October 2, 1978 in which he stated that $400 had been
transferred to the party's state account. Based on the
information contained in these letters and your proposed
agreement, the Commission, on October ,1978, determined
to continue efforts at conciliation with a further revised
agreement. A copy of this agreement is attached. Please
note that paragraphs III, IV, V, VI, and VII of the enclosed
agreement have been amended in light of your suggested
changes to our original proposal. Please note also that
the enclosed agreement contains no provision for a civil
penalty. It does, however, provide that the Commission has
jurisdiction over the respondents in the subject matter of
this proceeding. If you agree with the provisions of the
enclosed agreement, please sign it and return it to the
Commission within ten days. I will then recommend that
the Commission ratify the agreement.

As we advised you previously, the Commission has a
duty to attempt to correct such violations for a period
of 30 days by informal methods of conference, conciliation
and persuasion, and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S. C. S 4 37g (a) (5) (A) .

- .......... .............
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If you have any questions please contact Phi~lip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202-523-4175.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

ii~ --. 0, M-
.. ........................ . ........



iL1)ERAL ELEcbI
Box d41, RA'Wi:A
Abingdon, Virginia

Oco~ 4T.l9.* PH 12: Zq

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General CounbeL
Federal lection (Commission

±4K Street 862
Washingto~ns D. C. 200b5

Re: MUR.!b/ (*/d)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

The incident in question as outlined in your letters~ of
June Is 1916 and September 6, l9/cd to S.Strotk.r Smith ox AbiLngdon
Virginia, please be advised that $400.00 has, this date, been depo~ite1
in the Washington County Republican Party-State Candidate Support
Account at the Washington County National Bank, Abingdon, Virginia

This deposit represents the first monies available and authorized
by the Washington County Republican Committee as available to satisfy
the instruction6 in your letter. Monies collected earlier were usea
to retire existing outstanding debk's carried over from 1977 and those
accruing for 1976 operating expenses.

The Republican Committee of Washington County currently maintain,.-
three separate accounts at Washington County National Bank, Abingdon,
Virginia. (1) Washington County Republican Darty-Operating Expense
Account (2) Washington County Republican Party-Federal Candidate
Support Account (5) Washington County Republican Party-State Can-
didate Support Account.

As you know, this matter has been handled between yourself and
the Chairman of the Washington County Republican Committee, S, Strother
Smith III since receipt of your initial communication dated June 1,
JL9763

Very truly yours,

Robert E. Tauscher, Treasurer
Washington County Republican Committee.



Rouert J;. Tauscher, 1'rea'surer
'a~hinton County Republican Paty
Box &c61, Route it
Aoingcion, Virg.Lnaa, --4?-.LO

M~r, 4iiiam C. 0ae, Genterai Cuunei
Federal Election Comi6i.son

L' K Street, N. 4V.
Wahington, D. C.

c:OL4b.5
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW, INC. WISE,VAOPPICE
117 WEST MAIN STREET (70 3 Y S 3119

S. STROTH-ER SMITH ABINoDON, VIRGINIA 24910 QKOD AOFC
WM. HOBAIRT ROBINSON (703)OD 498-3333I

ROBEfrT AUSTIN VINYARD 1703) 628- 7186 (703)OD 4A96-3mC

STEPHEN J. KAUISTA (0)9640

JOHN JEFFREY PLUCIK PLEASE REPLY To:

ABINGDON OIFICE

September 12, 1978

?hillip Kellett
'ederal Election Commission
1325 K. Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Kellett:

This letter is in response to a letter to me as Chairman of the Washington
County Republican Committee from William C. Oldaker, General Counsel.

As I told you when I last talked to you on the telephone, the members of
my Committee frankly feel that any action whatsoever in this regard by the
Federal Election Commission is a matter of bureaucratic harrassment and
frankly, when I brought the matter before my Committee this past Monday
night, the majority of the Committee wish to say, in effect, "millions for
defense and not one cent for tribute". After discussing the matter with
them to a great extent and going into the situation of the time and expense
that would be involved to successfully litigate a matter such as this, I
finally got them to agree to the Consiliation Agreement that you will find
attached herewith as changed as noted by my initials "SSS III".

You are hereby notified that Robert Tauscher is extremely ill and presently
in the hospital and is not able to take part in any negotiations of this
matter. You are further notified that I was authorized by the Republican
Committee of Washington County to handle all of these matters and that Mr.
Tauscher has no responsibility for these.

You will note from the Consiliation Agreement that we do not agree that
the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter
of this proceeding, though we do admit that to the extent that the Federal
Election Commission is operating constitutionally and within the limitations
of the intent of Congress in passing 2 U.S.C., 1440, et. Ia. that we are
somewhat controlled by that committee, at least as to Federal elections.

As to Paragraph II, we do not admit that we have had a reasonable opportunity
to demo~nstrate that no action should be taken in the matter because we have
not been afforded a proper hearing in the matter by a jury of our piers in a
district where the offense, if any, was committed and that we, if we get to
any kind of litigation involving this matter, will insist on our rights to be
tried by a jury of our piers in the district where the offense was committed
if, in fact, any offense was committed.



SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYARD

Phillip Kellett
Page 2
September 12, 1978

As to Paragraph III, we will accept sub-paragraph A with the additional
words that we are a political committee not only for federal elections
but also for state and local elections. We would also add to that for the
record that we are an ongoing political committee for the Republican party
for all Republican candidates who run for election in Washington County,
Virginia, and that we do not, nor have we ever heretofore spent moneys
collected for Federal candidates on state campaigns nor have we spent moneys
collected for state campaigns on federal campaigns. Furthermore, you should
know that all candidates for federal office in the Commonwealth of Virginia
run at a time when there are no local candidates elected nor are there any
state candidates elected.

As to sub-paragraph B, we admit that allegation with the addition that that
contribution was made for the specific purpose of being donated to the
state wide candidacies of John Dalton for Governor, Joe Canada for Lt. Gove~nor,
and Marshall Coleman for Attorney General. This money was specifically ear-
marked for state election campaigns and was used by the committee strictly for
state elections.

As to sub-paragraph C, we admit that the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, prohibits contributions to Federal candidates and political
committees from corporations but we deny the constitutionality of that Act
as it applies to us and we further deny the constitutionality of that Act if
it is held in any way, shape or form to limit in any way, shape or form con-
tributions by corporations to state or local candidates or to committees oper-
ating for state or local candidates.

As to sub-paragraph D. we agree to sub-paragraph D with the addition that he
disagreed with that ruling.

As to Paragraph IV, our only admission in that is as follows:

"Respondents' acceptance of a corporation contribution from
Smith, Robinson & Vinyard, Inc. was NOT in violation of 2
U.S.C. §441b if that section is constitutional and valid and
it was not in violation of any valid law or regulation of
the federal government or any other government which would
have jurisdiction over the Respondents."

As to Paragraph V, we specifically do not say that Mr. Tauscher would testify
but we do agree that other appropriate officers of the Respondent Committee
will testify before any Commission proceeding which is held in the Western
District of Virginia or before any other proceeding which is held at the
Western District of Virginia and at which the matters at issue herein are re-
levant. In regard to the Western District of Virginia, we are talking about
the Abingdon Division of the Western District of Virginia.

As to Paragraph VI, we absolutely will not, without an appropriate Court Order
pay any civil penalty to the U. S. Treasury pursuant to any regulations that
you might list.
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Phillip Kellett
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As to Paragraph VII, we do agree that, in order to settle this matter and
without waiving any of our positions heretofore taken, we will transfer
$400 to a separate State campaign account of the respondent Committee but
we will do so under protest only and we state at this point that we feel
that such a transfer, if not illegal, is certainly immoral and improper be-
cause it means that moneys which were donated to our Committee specifically
for Fedcrql campaign purposes in this Federal election year are to be di-
verted~ from the purpose for which they were donated to a purpose which may
be entirely different from the purpose of the maker of the donation. In
many instances we will have donations made in a Federal election year which

-art are intended to be used for Republican candidates for Federal office and
these donations are made by persons who call themselves local Democrats and
who may even be Democratic office holders on the local leval. Thus, it is
very possible that the $400 that is transferred to a separate State campaign
account could be moneys which are donated by Democratic office holders and
then turned around and used against those very office holders in accordance

- with your order. We would state that this is not only unreasonable but im-
moral and we would do so only under protest as a way of settling this matter.
In this regard, you should know that at least 50 percent of our Committee
indicated that they felt very strong feelings that we should not even agree
to this.

As to Paragraph VIII, we do agree that we will not intentionally engage in
future actions in violation of the Federal Campaign Act to the extent that
the Federal Campaign Act is constitutional and is proper but that we further
submit that we have not done so in the past.

As to Paragraph IX, we specifically deny all points in Paragraph IX and we
specifically deny that the U. S. District Court for the District of Columbia
has any valid constitutional jurisdiction over us.

We do agree that the Agreement, as amended, and as interpreted and expanded
by this letter will become effective as of the date that all parties have
executed the same and the Commission has approved it. We do agree with
Paragraph XI.

As to the signer of this Agreement, since Mr. Tauscher is sick and in the
hospital and unable to take part in any negotiations, I have signed it as
Chairman. Under our Party Plan,, I am authorized to do so.

I have been specifically instructed by my Committee to inform you that this
offer of settlement is our absolute bottom line. I will not write any more
letters to you or to anyone else since my time as charged to my clients is
$75 per hour and my experience with the United States Government is that they
don't tend to pay me for my time.

I will further state that I agree with my Committee that this matter is a
matter of harrassment since I know of specific violations of the law as passed
by Congress which have been reported to your Committee by Democrat candidates
for Congress and by business men paying contributions of very large amounts of
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stock in corporations which have watered down the other stockholders holdings
and who have had no action taken against them whatsoever. Furthermore, I
would respectfully submit that this is a matter to try to impede the political
activity of law abiding, honest, local citizens who are simply trying to elect
candidates who they feel are the best qualified to run our State, our County and
our Nation.

That resolution was passed unanimously by my Committee.

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Honorable William C. Wampler and
all of the members of the Virginia Congressional Delegation as well as Senator
Scott and Senator Byrd so that they will be aware of the positions that your
Commission is taking. I am sure that the position that you are taking in this
situation is far beyond the intent of Congress when Congress passed this legis-
lation.

If we do not hear from you that the Commission has accepted this compromise of-
fer within two weeks of our mailing of this letter, that is by no later than
October 1, 1978, we will assume that your commission has rejected it and we
will prepare to take whatever action is necessary to defend ourselves in the
Courts.

Sincerely yours,

SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYR

S. Strother Smith, III, Chariman

Washington County Republican Committee

555 :nr

Enclosure

cc: Hon. William C. Wampler
Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr.
Hon. William C. Scott
Hon. J. Kenneth Robinson
Hon. Caldwell Butler
Hon. William Whitehurst
Hon. Robert Daniels
Hon. William C. Wampler
Hon. Paul Trible

P. S. You should know that all decisions made by the Washington County Republican
Committee and reported by me to you in this letter were made unanimously.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )806488

Washington County (VA) Republican Committee; ) MUR 587(78)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated, on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

-~ Washington County Republican Committee and-its Treasurer,, Robert F.

Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. S441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. Ca~ h~ kdLl Eliection commissozi h; uidrin "'r

zes~bpondents Glmi 4 --'esehr and Tauezzz ari tht irnter of VnIM

II.m That h ax~ a canbzopruiyt
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III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

~ hereto was, a "Political committee" defined by 2 U.s.c.

B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a $400

corporate contribution from the law firm of Smith,

Robinson, & Vinyard, IncJI1cti t fr (4Lk 4044.,,16 /?771XZj 46Z
C. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

prohibits contributions to Federal candidates and

political committees from croain x "&o)aa
6AL a.t-D. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent 4j4t

Committee was informed that since the respondent Committee

was a Federal "political committee," the $400 corporate

_ contribution would have to be refunded or transferred

to a separate, segregated, State account in accordance

with the provisions of 11 C.F.R. §126b) 4A

WHEREFORE, respondents agree: 44

IV. Respondents' acceptance of a corporation contribution from

the~1~ Tht repondnt Tucohr fiothe prpit fieso

Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. was in violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b.

terespondent Committee will voluntarily testify before any

Commission proceeding, or before any other proceeding, at which

the matters at issue herein are relevant.

V &-0 le9po11 yde1i.s Will Pay 3 civl p Ity tO tire United States

Lee S37ga) bjYiiy.

'~ VII. Respondents shai± refund& $460 Lu S1ii-tiRbn, &VInYar,

1ni'e.,-er shall transfer $400 to a separate State campaign account of

the respondent Committee pursuant to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.

Pr
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VIII. Respondents will not egge67ftr action in violation of
AA

the Federal Election Campaign Act 2 U SC 431, et seq. 044AJYZ t

GENERAL CONDITIONS: t4djt

IX. Th iin on reua f; anyone filing-a oempla, ~--' 4- 1 1ar

Own mfir , zuay- ~ ~wt hsaLi~a.I h ~II

jn. believes, that t*+9 zxgrze iit er -n £AlLe ueten therref has bn

!-t~at, -it may Institute a ei1vil ac-tion for relief in theUn-~itred

X. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that

all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has approved

the entire agreement.

XI. It is agreed that respondents shall have 30 days from the

date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and to implement

the requirements contained in this agreement and to so notify the

Commission.

At62w~
DAT -

DATE

WASHINGTON COUNTY REPUBLICAN
COMMITTEE

WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

FIFRIT, w "', -,y ' -7k !N11, .- - - 1-7 - .1-1-11'"""W""I"WFIR"I'"
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Phillip Kellett
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Sop-\



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION0 1325 K STREET N.W
il ~WASHINGCTON, D.C. 20463Setmr6,17

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

S. Strother Smith, Esquire
117 West Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

On September 5 , 1978, the Commission determined
there was reasonable cause to believe that the Washington
County Republican Committee ("the Committee") is in
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act"). Specifically, the Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that the Committee's
continued failure to transfer a $400 corporate contri-
bution to a separate State account, pursuant to Commission
regulations at 11 C.F.R.S102.6(b), violates 2 U.S.C.S44lb.

The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct
such violations for a period of 30 days by informal
methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion,
and to enter into a conciliation agreement. 2 U.S.C.
5437g(a) (5) (A). If we are unable to reach an agreement
during that period, the Commission may, upon a finding
of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred,
institute a civil suit and seek payment of a civil
penalty.

We enclose a conciliation agreement that this
office is prepared to recommend to the Commission
in settlement of this matter. If you agree with the
provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign it
and return it to the commission within ten days. I
will then recommend that the Commission ratify the
agreement. Please note that paragraph VI on page 2

.1, .. - - 4
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provides for a civil penalty of $100.

If you have any questions or suggestions for
changes in the enclosed agreement,, please contact
.Philip Kellett, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at 202-523-4175.

General Counsel

Enclosure:
cc: Robert F. Tauscher



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican Committee; ) MUR 587(78)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that respondents

Washington County Republican Committee and its Treasurer, Robert F.

Tauscher, violated 2 U.S.C. §441b;

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and respondents Washington County Republican

Committee and Robert Tauscher (hereafter the respondents Committee

and Tauscher) having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to

2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction over

respondents Committee and Tauscher and the subject matter of this

proceeding.

II. That respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

-JMI-M 11-- "-- .. . ' , - I . , I 1 17 1 1 I - "'.7 '-
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III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Committee is, and at all times relevant

hereto was, a "political committee" defined by 2 U.s.c.

§431(d).

B. On October 18, 1977, the Committee accepted a $400

corporate contribution from the law firm of Smith,

Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.

C. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,

prohibits contributions to Fed;,ral candidates and

political committees from corporations.

D. On March 30, 1978, the former Treasurer of respondent

Committee was informed that since the respondent Committee

was a Federal "Political committee," the $400 corporate

contribution would have to be refunded or transferred

to a separate, segregated, State account in accordance
7. with the provisions of 11 C.F.R. §102.6(b).

WHEREFORE, respondents agree:

IV. Respondents' acceptance of a corporation contribution from
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. was in violation of 2 U.S.C. S44lb.

V. That respondent Tauscher and other appropriate officers of

the respondent Committee will voluntarily testify before any

Commission proceeding, or before any other proceeding, at which

the matters at issue herein are relevant.

VI. Respondents will pay a civil penalty to the United States

Treasury in the amount of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars pursuant

to § 4 37g (a) (6) (B)

VII. Respondents shall refund $400 to Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard,

Inc. or shall transfer $400 to a separate State campaign account of

the respondent Committee pursuant to 11 C.F.R. §102.6.

~-~a ~ -- -
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VIII. Respondents will not engage in future action in violation of

the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 U.S.C. S431, et seq.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

IX. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint under

2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(l) concerning the matters at issue herein, or on its

own motion, may review compliance with this agreement. If the Commis-

sion believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been

violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United

States District Court for the District of Columbia.

NX. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that

all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has approved

the entire agreement.

Xi. It is agreed that respondents shall have 30 days from the

date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and to implement

the requirements contained in this agreement and to so notify the

Commission.

DATE ROBERT F. TAUSCHER, TREASURER
WASHINGTON COUNTY REPUBLICAN

COMMITTEE

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Washington County Republican
Committee;

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer!
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.

MR 587 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September 5,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to adopt

the recommendation of the General Counsel to take the

following actions in the above-captioned matter:

1. Find reasonable cause to believe that
the respondent Committee is in violation
of 2 U.S.C. S44lb and 11 C.F.R. S102.6.

2. Approve and send the proposed conciliation
agreement, attached to the General Counsel's
Report dated August 29, 1978, to the respondent
Committee.

Voting for these determinations were Commissioners

Harris, Springer, Aikens, and Staebler.

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 8-30-78, 2:12
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 8-31-78, 9:30

q , 1-:5-'Are
Date
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Washington County Republican Committee; )MUR 587(78)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer;)
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.)

GENERAL COUNSEL'IS REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

On May 24, 1978, the Commission found reason to believe that

respondents Washington County Republican Committee ("the Committee")

and Robert Tauscher were in violation of 2 U.S.C. S44lb for accepting,

and respondent Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. ("the Corporation")

violated §441b for making a $400 corporate contribution.

II. EVIDENCE AND DISCUSSION

Robert Vinyard, a member of the contributing corporation, a law

firm, was also treasurer of the respondent Committee at the time the

contribution in question was made. The responses of both the Corpora-

tion and the Committee to the reason to believe notice are consistent:

both believed the Committee to be a state Committee only, free of the

S44lb prohibition, because it did not support Federal candidates in

1977. The Corporation's response also stated that the $400 it gave

to the Committee was for the purpose of purchasing tickets to a fund-

raising dinner for Virginia gubernatorial candidate John Dalton.

Under S102.6 of the Commission regulations, the contribution

would not have been absolutely prohibited if the Committee had set

up a segregated State account to receive corporate contributions.

I - N - N

-7WMW,1WP,7- 77n



The Committee has had notice of this regulation at least since

March 30, 1978, when the Disclosure Division notifi.ad them of this.

Our previous discussion with Mr. S. Strother Smith, who is respondent

Committee's counsel, as well as a member of the contributing law firm,

are set out in the Interim Reports to the Commission of June 21, 1978

and July 21, 1978. In these discussions, counsel had promised to

forward written documentation to us that a separate State account

has been established. As of this writing, however, we have received

no such documentation. Moreover, counsel has been unable -to specify

when the balance of the $400 corporate contribution would be trans-

ferred to this State account. The Committee has stated that this

depends on when sufficient contributions are received.

The delay encountered with respect to the forwarding of written

documentation to the Commission and the transfer of an amount equal

to the corporate contribution to the respondent Committee's State

account indicates that respondent Committee may not be making a good

faith effort to comply with the Act. The promise of respondent

Committee's counsel notwithstanding, the Commission is under a duty

to conclude this matter expeditiously.

We are recommending that the Commission find reasonable cause

to believe that respondent Committee is in violation of the Act and

that the situation with respect to the Committee be concluded by

entering into a conciliation agreement with them. The proposed

conciliation agreement with respondent Committee stipulates a civil

penalty of $100 which the Commission may choose to reduce appro-

priately if respondent Committee shows a good faith effort at com-

____ -TW _ I F
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pliance. The agreement would also require the Committee to take

steps to comply with 5102.6 of the regulations within 30 days. In

view of the fact that respondent Corporation bears no responsibility

for the Committee's failure to establish a separate State account,

we propose that the Commission take no action with respect to respon-

dent Corporation at this time.

III. RECOMMENDATION

Find reasonable cause to believe that respondent Committee is in

violation of 2 U.S.C. S44lb and 11 C.P.R. S102.6, and approve the

proposed conciliation be sent to the respondent Committee.

DAW WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

ATT'ACHM~ENTS:

Letter to Respondent
Proposed Conciliation Agreement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIR[ET NW
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

S1

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECE IPT REQUESTED

S. Strother Smith, Esquire
117 West Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587(78)

Dear Mr. Smith:

On September ,1978, the Commission determined
there was reasonable cause to believe that the Washington
County Republican Committee ("the Committee") is in

violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
* *~ as amended ("the Act"). Specifically, the Commission

found reasonable cause to believe that the Committee's
continued failure to transfer a $400 corporate contri-
bution to a separate State account, pursuant to Commission
regulations at 11 C.F.R.S102.6(b), violates 2 U.S.C.S44lb.

The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct
such violations for a period of 30 days by informal
methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion,

* - and to enter into a conciliation agreement. 2 U.S.C.
* 5437g (a) (5) (A). If we are unable to reach an agreement

during that period, the Commission may, upon a finding
of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred,
institute a civil suit and seek payment of a civil
penalty.

We enclose a conciliation agreement that this
office is prepared to recommend to the Commission
in settlement of this matter. If you agree with the
provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign it
and return it to the Commission within ten days. I
will then recommend that t -he Commission ratify the
agreement. Please note that paragraph VI on page 2

-~.11 4-",-WW 
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provides'for a civil penalty of $100.

If you have any questions or suggestions for
changes in the enclosed agreement, please contact
Philip Kellett, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at 202-523-4175. i

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure:
cc: Robert F. Tauscher.

4!',~
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SI REET NW
WASHING JON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: M4ARJORIE W, EM4MONS'~

DATE: JULY 26, 1978

SUBJECT: MUR 587 - Interim Report dated 7-21-P 78

STinedby OGC: 7-24-78
Received in Office of the Commnission,

Secretary at 1:52 p.m. on 7-24-78

The above-named document was circulated 
to the

Commission onl a 24-hour ho-objection basis at 4:30 
p.m.

on July 24, 1978.

As of 9:00 a.m. this date, no objections 
to the

Interim Report have been received in the 
Office of the

Commission Secretary.

pivuyo
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BEFO THEFEDERAL ELECTION COMV*SIONBEF~THEJuly,21, 1978W

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican )MUR 587(78)
Committee;)

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer; )
Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.)

INTERIM REPORT

On May 24, 1978, the Commission found reason to

believe that respondents Washington County Republican

Committee ("the Committee") and Robert Tauscher were in

violation of 2 U.S.C.S44lb for accepting, and respondent

Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc. violated S44lb for

making a $400 corporate contribution.

our previous discussion with respondents' counsel

is set out in the Interim Report to the Commission of

June 21, 1978.

On July 19, 1978, in a telephone conversation with

a member of the General Counsel's staff, respondents'

counsel advised us that the Committee, on July 15, 1978,

voted to establish a separate, segregated, state account

to which the $400 corporate contribution will be transferred

pursuant to Commission regulations at 11 C.F.R.S102.6.

Respondents' counsel also advised that written confirmation

and documentation of the Committee's action is being for-

warded to this office. We will be prepared to make a recom-

mendation to the Commission when t ritten documentation

is e eved.

WICdALAM C. ULDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

/]jft.V.Q



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463Jue2,17

MEMOJRANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONSi~

SUBJECT: MUR 587 - Interim Re~ort dated 6-20-78,,Signed: 6-21-78
Received in OCS: 6-21-78, 1:18

The above-mentioned dccument was circulated on a 24 hcur

no-objection basis at 3:30 p.m., June 21, 1978.

As of 3:30 p.m., this date, no objections have been

received in the Office of Commnission Secretary to the Interim Report.

Vp T#04
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FERAL EI ".'IW aCfMissicIN~FO1~E June 20, 1978W

In the Matter of)

Washington County (VA) Republican ) J4R 587(78)
OCdmnittee, Robert F. Tauscher,
Eteasure1. ;

Smith, Robinson, & Vinyard, Inc.

INTRIM4 REPO0RT

On May 24, 1978, the Commission found reason to believe that

respondents were in violation of 2 U.S.C.S44lb. We have received

writ-ten responses from both respondents and have been in telephone

contact with them since that time.

on June 13, 1978, respondent Commnittee' s counsel telephoned

a memuber of the General counsel's staff to advise that the Commuittee

was making arrangements to cxrtply with Commission regulations by

establishing a separate, non-federal account and transferring the

corporate contribution to that non-federal account.

The cmmittee' s counsel has promised that the Comittee will

establish the non-federal account and transfer the contribution to

that account at the Commiittee's next meeting in July, and to notify

the Cczriission in writing when this has been done. At that time, we

will be prepared to make the appropriate recuriindation.

DAT WILLIAM C. OWDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL



ROBPRT . L ER
~~irnRoute 1

4f_4Vrii 24210

Federal Election Commission
1525 K Street No Wo
Washington, Do 0. 20463 Cd.

Re: MU 8-8

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

So Strother Smith III, Chairman, WashingtonSCounty Republican Party, has informed se that hehas contatted you by telephone, and that he is'taking the required action on this matter (MUR
-587 (785)o

In a letter dated June 13, 1978 from Mr.So S. Smith, he advised me that he request youto contact his office in reguard to the above~matter. Please send me a copy of all corres-pondence on this matter so that the Washingtonc- County Republican Party Treasurer files may be
kept up to date.

Thank~ You.

Very truly yours,

Robert E. Tauscher
Treasurer, Washington
County Republican Party.
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JEederal Election Commi&~sion
132! K Street N. V
Washingyon, D. C.
i2li L04b3

At ten tion .Villiam C. Oldaker
General Counsel

.7 i



S. STROTHER SMITH

WM. HOBART ROBINSON

ROBERT AUSTIN VINYARD

ROBERT TAYLOE COPELAND

STEPHEN J. KALISTA

-JOHN -JEFFREY FLUCK

SMITH. ROBINSON & VINYIZ~b e'? )
ATTORNEYS AT LAW. INC.

117 WEST MAIN S 8ANI
ABINGDON. VIRGINIA MJN 8A

(703) 628-7186

June 5, 1978

OAKWOOD. VA, OFFICE

(703) 498~to II1

CLINTWOOD. VA, OFFICE~

(708) 926-4708

PLEASE REPL~Y TO:

ABINGDON OlPPIce

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

803408

William C. Oldaker, Esquire
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Please be advised that I have received your letter dated June 1,1978, reference the possible violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 441b.
I have, on previous occasions, spoken to members of the FederalElection Commission staff reference the accounting practices whichwere used by the Washington County Republican Committee prior to Jan-uary 1, 1978. At that time, the Washington County Republican Comm-ittee, as a continuing political activity, maintained only one bankaccount which it used for Federal candidates in years in which therewere Federal elections and for State candidates in years in whichthere were State elections.

In 1977, the Washington County Republican Committee received nocontributions nor made any expenditures for the benefit of any Feder-al candidates; however, it did receive contributions and make expend-itures for the benefit of numerous State candidates, including Govern-or Dalton, Attorney General Coleman, and candidates for the House ofDelegates and Lt. Governor.

The contribution made by Smith, Robinson & Vinyard on the 18thday of October, 1977 was for the purchase of dinner tickets to adinner which honored Governor Dalton in Abingdon. The monies fromthis dinner were used solely for the benefit of Governor Dalton orother State candidates. Since under the Virginia statute, corporatecontributions made to State candidates are not illegal, I cannot und-erstand the reason for your inquiry. This matter has been explainednumerous other times to other members of your staff.

WIDE. VA. OFFICE

(703)320-AI19I a



SMITH. ROBINSON & VINYARD

June 5, 1978

Page 2

When questions involving the accounting practices of the Wash-ington County Republican Committee were first brought to my atten-tion, since I was then serving as Treasurer of that Committee, Idirected that we comply with the Commission's request and set upseparate accounts for State and Federal Elections. it is my under-standing that the succeeding treasurer, Robert Tauscher, Route 1,Abingdon, Virginia, has complied with this. The only reason thatthis firm's contribution was listed on a report to the FederalElection Commission was the fact that we were not aware of the nec-essity of filing any further reports after the 1976 election otherthan the postal cards which certified that we had not received norexpended any funds for the election of any Federal candidate. Pleasebe advised that at no time has this corporation ever contributed anygoods, services, or funds for the election of any Federal candidatein violation of 2 U.S.C., Section 441b.

If there are any further questions involving this matter, please
advise.

Sincerely yours,

,$MI'ffi R INSO 'V NY. / (

obert Austin Vinyard

RAV/kpc



pe v ' .1 ~3

General Counsel
Federal

Wash ing t

Election Commission
treet, N.W.
on, DC 20463

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

1~'~

William c. Oldaker, Esquire



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

isg4  June 1, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert A. Vinyard, Esquire
Smithy Robinson & Vinyard
117 Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Vinyard:

This letter is to notify you that on May 24 , 1978,
the Commission found reason to believe that your cor-
poration is in violation of certain provisions of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). Specifically, it appears that your corporation
violated 2 U.S.C. S44lb by making a contribution to
the Washington County Republican Committee on October 18,
1977.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demon-
strate that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you beliei-z
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of thiis matter.
Evidence of your receipt of a refund of the contribution
from the committee will also be considered. Where appro-
priate, statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Philip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter, at 202-
523-4001.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the Com-
mission in writing that you wish the investigation to be
made public.

...... ....... ..



-2 -

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

..............
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The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Philip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter, at 202-
523-4001.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the Commifis-
sion in writing that you wish the investigation to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

-I he follow wnR service -is requested (check on.).

QShow to whom and datedeliveed .........-

C] j uMICrE DEUVERY

ShwW to whom, dute, and address of deimy..
(CONS1,VLT VOSMASTE FOR FEES)

2., AWTIM"ACL , &

* 4' I4p % - 4

Since*?1y yours

IWilliam C. Oldaker
General Counsel

4M :1177--0-234--337

.w ... .......
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter)
) MUR 587 (78)

Washington County Republican Committee (VA))
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer)
Smith, Robinson & Vinyard)

CERT I FICATION,

I, Marjorie W. Emmnons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commuission, do hereby certify that on May 24, 1978, the

Commnission approved by a vote of 6-0 the recommendations in the

First General Counsel's Report dated May 18, 1978 to take the

following actions in the above-captioned matter:

1. Find reason to believe that respondent
Washington County Republican Committee
and respondent Tauscher are in violation
of 2 U.S.C. 8441b for accepting corporate
contributions.

2. Find reason to believe that respondent
Smith,, Robinson & Vinyard, Inc. are in
violation of $441b for making corporate
contributions.

3. Send the letters attached to the First
General Counsel's Report.

Date: ~roi .Emn
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 5-18-78, 4:30
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 5-19-78, 2:00
Notification of objection: 5-22-78, 4:30
Objection removed by Commissioner Staebler during Executive Session,
5-24-78. Commissioner Tiernan's objection removed at the same time.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W

S WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

May 22, 1978

MEM4ORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: OBJECTION - MUR 587 (78) First Gieneral

Counsel's Report dated 5-18-78

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 48

hour vote basis at 2:00 p.m., May 19, 1978.

Commissioner Staebler submitted an objection at 3:39 p.m.,

this date, thereby placing MUR 587 (78) on the Executive

Session Agenda for May 24, 1978.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIAION

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL~1 17 MUR NO. 587 (78)
BY OGC TO COMMISSION______________ STAFF MEMBER (S)

Kellett

SOURCE OF MUR: I N TER N A LLY GE NE RA TE D

RESPONDENT'S NAME: Washington County Republican Committee (VA)
Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer Smith, Robinson&
Route 1, Box 281 Vinyard
Abingdon, VA 24210 117 West Main Street

RELEVANT STATUTE: Abingdon, VA 24210
2 U.S.C. S44lb
11 C.F.Rs S102.6

07 INT.ERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:3 SVl/78-21, Public Records

__FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

_ GENERATION OF MATTER

This matter was initiated by the Disclosure Division for the
respondent committee's acceptance of a corporate contribution.

r7 Disclosure's investigation of respondents began when, in the ordinary
course of its supervisory responsibilities, it reviewed the respondent

Ccommittee's 1977 Year End Report of receipts and expenditures. This
report indicates that on October 18, 1977 respondent committee received
a $400 contribution from the respondent law firm of Smith, Robinson
& Vinyard, Inc.

EVIDENCE

It was determined that respondent Smith, Robinson & Vinyard, Inc.
is incorporated under Virginia law and is registered with the Corporate
Information division of the Virginia Secretary of State as a corporation
in good standing as of January 2, 1973.

A surface violation letter was sent by the Disclosure Division
on March 27, 1978 informing the respondent committee of the Act's
prohibition on corporate contributions to candidates for federal
office. In response to Disclosure's letter, Mr. Robert Vinyard, former
treasurer of the respondent committee, stated that in 1977 the committee
n~either received nor expended any funds for the purpose of influencing
a federal election and that respondent committee supported only
candidates for State offices. Respondent committee has registered with
the Commission as a federal committee, however, and in 1976 received
and expended in excess of $1,000 in support of federal candidates.
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In a telephone conversation with a member of the Disclosure
Division staff on March 30, 1978, Mr. Vinyard was advised that the
respondent committee would have to refund the contribution or
establish a separate, non-federal committee to which the contribu-
tion could be transferred. (See 11 C.F.R. 5102.6) Mr. Vinyard
replied that respondent committee would take one of these options
as soon as they had the f unds.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find reason to believe that respondent Washington County
Republican Committee and respondent Tauscher are in violation
of 2 U.S.C. S44lb for accepting corporate contributions.

2. And find reason to believe that respondent Smith, Robinson &
Vinyard, Inc. are in violation of S44lb for making corporate
contributions.

3. Send attached letters.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W

- U, WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIlED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert A. Vinyard, EsquireS Smithr Robinson & Vinyard
117 Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Vinyard:

This letter is to notify you that on May ,1978,

the Commission found reason to believe that your cor-
poration is in violation of certain provisions of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). Specifically, it appears that your corporation
violated 2 U.S.C. S44lb by making a contribution to
the Washington County Republican Committee on October 18,
1977.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demon-
N strate that no action should be taken against you. Please

submit any fac--ual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Evidence of your receipt of a refund of the contribution
from the committee will also be considered. Where appro-
priate, statements should be submitted under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should b
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notif ication.

If you have any questions, please contact Philip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter,, at .202-
523-4001.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 US.C. S437g(a) (3)%(]) 'unless you notify the Com-
mission in writing that you wish the investigation to be
made public.

0-
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If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

lk

-% - - -VW



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASI-NGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED M4AIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Washington County Republican
Committee

Robert F. Tauscher, Treasurer
Route 1, Box 281

C13 .1Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: MUR 587 (78)

Dear Mr. Tauscher:

This letter is to notify you that on May ,1978,

the Commission found reason to believe that you are in
violation of certain provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). Specifical-
ly, it appears that your committee violated 2 U.S.C.
S44lb by accepting a $400 corporate contribution from

___ Smith, Robinson & Vinyard, Inc. on October 18, 1977.

We have been advised by your committee's former
1721, treasurer, -Mr. Robert Vinyard, that the committee sup-

ported only candidates for state offices in 1977. Never-

andComissonregulations until such time as it files a
notce f ermnatonwith the Commission. Section

102.6(a) (2) (ii) of Commission regulations allows a single
committee with a single account to support both federal
and non-federal candidates as long as all contributions
received are permissible under the Act. The Act prohibits
the acceptance of corporate contributions.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are rele-
vant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Evidence
that the amo~unt has been refunded to the contributor or
transferred to a separate, non-federal committee will also
be considered. Where appropriate, statements should be
submitted under oath.
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The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Philip
Kellett, the staff member assigned to this matter, at 202-
523-4001.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) '(B) unless you notify the Commis-
sion in writing that you wish the investigation to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

I



LUTPORTS ANAI?,Y.'1S e).SIURJAL 1k;IlIETI j~ D __

Team Chief______
TO: OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSELColaneRvw

THROUGH: Staff Director dAayii~
FROM: Assistant Staff Ibircctor for Reports Aayi

3 Ilk
DESCRIPTION:

Candidate/Committee Washincrton County Republican Committee (VA)

Treasurer Robert F. Tauscher, formerly Robert A. Vinyard

Address Route 1, Box 281, Abingdon, Virginia, 24210

REPORTS: (For reports reviewed, amendments, RFAI's, etc, see indices,
Attachment 1)

Period Covered from 1/1/77 to 12/31/77

Total Receipts $ 9,312 Total Expenditures $ 11,443

1977 Cash on Hand $ 231(12/31); 2,362(1/1) Debts $ 477

REASON(S) FOR REFERRAL:

AllgaionJis)

Contribution from a corporation

Cite

2 U.S.C. 441b

Attachment

2

HISTORY:

3SV1/78-21-sent 3/2-7/78 Attachment 3

-Telecon of 3/30/78 Attachment 4

Letter of 4/7/78-inadequate Attachment 5

Response inadequate because the contributed

funds have not been removed from the bank

account of the committee in the form of

a contribution refund to the donor.

A review of reports filed for 1977 discloses n o activiy having_

an influence on Federal elections.

Date of incorporation-1/2/73-confirmed Attachment 6

JAI) Fil I .



K) K) ~) .) ) 2

..J 7 n

L.. 0-

C:

I LN!*V 1 LLV

ci r r

!- - L., L-1

L., J. U

r.

. N tr

CI NT I" FP N Nr-, o~
N NNNN

1.'

L.J

F-)U

12.

174
C4

, 7: 
u

7 Z i <

-j Ol

L-2

L-

A a 1



it o, I'~. N VV.

-~ ItI11, (D.C. .1046 1i

I. ttWtI I1ctuji
Conitriti4 *ii:; Ticke u t Pw haseC s, L o ans,(

lebatcs, and Traiislc' s for Line
Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or ;8 of FEC Foriti 3

(we fustucloutis ooi back)

Nasniu, tit Cofleoile or Couiisitea in full

Washliiugon County Republican Committee
RobertL AtiLI Vi f ard T1r (-I.; ur cr

Full Namew. lmijiiuu iddress .ard ZIP wude

James R. Moore
(Dececased)

Princiiiaf le of1 business

120 Court Street, S.E.
Abingdon, VA 24210

VSol F..Narf. olrqatr and ZIP code

v t'ln 1. Go rdo n

C .i I I 1111 d I \ A ______-

___ *9 ,I.1:i, es .llft nd ZIP codle

I~'ll Id Q VA 2421

K h 4- nonI VA 24266
wulinqfl jiohdrcss andj ZIP code

rz7 :;I t h, Robinson & Vi

1 17 W't M1a i n Street
A ) n pd on , V IA 24210

W o Ws t ' Ma in Street

'Albi nydon , VA 424 210

"It. *J'j et i'.'.dlisand Z IP code

* Nnie.ijl- address ano ZIP code

i*-J l'ei~c of buinss

Occuxtion

At t onIe y______________
[ .1 Cwick if C4iuilrsliiulor is sd

1 ~Cflf)lnvcd
Agyjrts~laf Ycar-to-da:............... Is 120 .00

Occupati I n

[I] Check if CA-n Ir'Uutor is 51,11.eT~nwiiIoYC(

Aggregate Year-to-date .. .. . . . . ... iS 20. 0 00

occupation

Sale cs Nnape r ______

[1Check if Contribu-or is self -crnI)oved

Agg~ijite Ycl-irtu-dze .. . . . . .... S 37 5 .00

nyard

lk 1!Wor73
Occupation

Law Firm _______ ___

0Check if Conitributor is self -emp1loyed

Aggregate Ycartudoat . .. .. .. .... P,. S 4 00 . 00

occupat ion

[h Ck if CkonTribWur IS Scslf-emIployed

Aggrcit.itc' Yclli todcite .. . . . ....

Occupat ionI]Chck i1 CIirbUlor is seII-eilovoid

IAq-rcg.iie NYt-ir-to d~tt! . ~ .

LINL NUMLI . K
I Lka gi. ptl %1.1101gihssfif fIto 0if Is

ATTACHMENT 2

10-3 1 - 7.1 1 - 3 - 1

Date (mnonth,
day, year)

10-14-7

Date (month,
day, year)

9-12-7
11- 7-7

Amoiunt of1 k'.ii h

r !Ciellit flis p"Ii 1i),

100.00
10.00
10.00

Amount of i,., h

fcIpCIP lho S ii

200.00

Ainount of _,!

31. 00
344. 00

Date (m1101th. Amoijit 01 i,.l 1

dJay. year) receipt 11his ocic

10-18-771 400.00

Datc()ionth.
day. year)

day, year)

Amiount iof i.m 11

rvclipt Iimit 1iw'

receipt t:iS "O

* $ I ~O~'

T ota III- liepur iod (.ist j s % ho V!bI n ii i)wbar crilyl . . . . .£- $

............ .........................................



In reply please refer to 3SVl/78-21

"'i ""~" TTACHMNT 3
FEDERAL [[IC'I ION COMMISSION
1125 X S1 I iI I N.W Mrh2,17

4 WASIIINC ION.I).(. 20-161

Robert A. Vinyard, Treasurer
Washington County Republican Committee
117 West Main Street
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Dear Vinyard:

This lEtter is prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting
candidates and committees who wish to comply with the Federal ElectionCampaign Act, as amended. During review of the January 31 Year EndReport of Receipts and Expenditures, we noticed an entry indicating that
you may have accepted a contribution from a corporation. Corporate con-

-~ tributions are prohibited by the Act, unless the contribution is made by
0__ a separate segregated fund established by the corporation. A copy of

that portion of your report is attached for your review and clarification.

The Commission recommends that if you have accepted a prohibited
contribution that you return the full amount to the donor. The returnof the contribution should be reported immediately by letter and shouldbe reflected as a contribution refund on your next report of receiptsC.-C-* and expenditures. If the identification of the source of this contri-
bution is incomplete or incorrect on the original report, please

C- - submit a statement which would clarify this particular matter for the
C . public record. You may do so by amending your original report by letter.

Please notify the Commission within ten (10) days of receipt of thisletter of the determination made on this matter. If you have any questionsr. concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact David Greevy
(800)424-9530, our Reports Analyst assigned to you. Our local telephone
number is 523-4048.

Sincerely,

Orlando B. Potter
Staff Director

Enclosure
Certified Mail:
Return Receipt Requested

. .....



! Ifgtrt N.etet.iat

Rlebates, and Transfiis for Liiic
llumbers 15, 16, 17 and/or ;8 of FEC Foriti 3

(tant Ii~tuctouti% oit back)

L IN L N UMU L:It I , !

Name of Caiell idte Ur Cumostit ee~ Mn full

Wasbhi gLon County Rcpubl -1can Committeec
Ito bor t A us Lt I n V I niv ir d . ij'j*ca.8 iirvcr __________________

Full Namse. mailing address anfd ZIP Lud Uate (11%untl. ArnIJUnt III U4, 11

James R. Moore (My. year) fieco*Ipt ti 1.0 ii)

(Deceased) 10-18-77 100.00

120 Court Strect, S.E. A tto0-r 11ey.________

Abingdon, VA~ 24210 Ii Cl&wck 'if Contiiutor is sril empllo yd7 4_ _

- ~~~~~Aijjr o.jjti, Vcir-to-flatu........... E> S 1 2 0 .00 _________________

r iii Nae nviing ad~iress ania ZIP' code

ih'len 1P. Gordon
* Koiat 2

C1. 01 V s 1 ;111(41 1 VA _____

,.,ij .a hrcf,%jod ZIP Code

I . Scyphers

VA 24266

w* '4 ltiliml icis arnd ZIP code

S n th Robinson & Vinyard
1 7W tMa in Street

A 1 n dr, d ,II 1A 24210 V

7 wi (1 1;t Ma in Street
Alihigdon , VA 24210

%a 'V. '~d"' dwi ts anid zip coJe

IIl Nati. rroiknrt adjdress arid _'IP Code

Date 1111101101 i
day, year)

10-14-77

rce~ipt this po.r .'),j

200. 00
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LiClIrck it Contributor IS $01l CipliovL'i
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[1 Check it Con~tributor is scil .crplo ,Cd

Aqp jiotic Ycir-to<jitc........... s 3 7 5 . 0 0

:
Occupation

Law Firim
DI Check it Contributor is sel CmCrliV(i

Aggregate Ycar-todaJte .. .. .. .. ...- s 4 0 0 . 0 0

Occupation

LIChcck it COntribtr Is slf-erviPlovirdFAggretijte Yreii -to-datt . r .... 1 S

Occupation

Li Check it (joiirautor is elf-iipoiiiid

Ay~rej, ~ ...r-. .. ...

Date (montli.
dayV. year)

9- 12-77
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Date (month,
da Y. C.)r )

10-18-77

[)atc (mionth.
day. year)

Date (month.
day, year)

Airiuuol ot Ic i,:

31 .00
344 .00

A0 il~it Of0.1 (

400.00

Aiionto

reCeipt 1111sI .*'

S r)l~'subtotAl iof feke;1 C ti s pi.tio (UpiqIiu .iI) .. .. .. .. . ..................... .. . . ..... . . ... . . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ......

Total this tirroid (list liawoii tti~i iiiD tibor ,i1Iv) ...................... . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . ...

Amojill 0I
rvct7t;jt 1114S



* TTACHMENT 4

Telecon:

Dug Greevy
3/30/78
Washington County Republican Committee-Robert Vinyard

Vinyard called th is day regarding 3SVl/78-21

Vinyard stated:

1.- The committee was not active in 1977 in Federal elections.
Their activity was only State and local, and primarily concerned
with the gubernatorial election. They therefore thought that the
committee would not come under the ACT.

2. The corporate contribution referred to was from his law offices.

I spoke to him concerning comingling of funds, and stated that the
corporate contribution would have to be refunded ,as stated in the
letter to the committee, or the committee would need to establish
a segregated non-Federal committee and transfer the amount of the

- contribution to the account of the non-Federal committee.

- He replied that they would take either of these options as soon as
they had the funds, which may not be for another several months, as
they would not be gearing up for the congressional elections until
sometime in June.

A letter would be submitted to FEC shortly.

%_ Make note of change in treasurer.



SMITH. ROBINSON & VINYARD

Mr. Orland B. Potter
April 7, 1978
Page 2

I have either spoken to or written any number of individuals
at the Commission. After the receipt of a number of letters,
I am at a loss to determine whether these letters are received
and are read.

I hope this letter will make the situation clear to you and
settle this once and for all.

C%-
Lr Sincerely yours,

SMITH, ROBINSON & VINYA.RD-, C.

t<7,

Robert A. Vinyard/

N Enclosure -1
Letter

RAV: jp



TACEENT" 5.

SMITH. ROBINSON & VINYARD K:- IhK.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW. INC.

I1I7 WEST MAIN STREET AN~ 10 PT'" 42&--l
S. STRtOTHER SMITH ABINGDON. VIROINIA 24210 l
WM. HIOBART ROBINSON OAKWOOD). VA. 0rIC

RoIiItT AUSTIN VINYARD) (703) 628-7 186 (703) 4W1o-31 11

ROB3ERT TAYLOE COPELAND CLINTWOOI). VA. OFFICE

______(703) 926-4703

JO~HN J.RE FALUCK April 7, 1978 PLE-ASE RE~PLYTo
JOHNJEFFEY FUCKABINCIDON OFFICE

Mr. Orlando B. Potter
Staff Director
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

Ref: 35V1/78-21

Dear Mr. Potter:

I am in receipt of your letter of March 27, 1978 received
in my office March 30, 1978. 1 have already spoken concern-
ing this matter to Mr. David Greevy in your office concerning
the questions contained in your letter.

The Report that was made for the 1977 calendar year was made
C only because another individual in your office requested it.

The Washington County Republican Committee neither received
C nor expended any funds in 1977 for the nomination and/or

cc election of a Federal candidate. All funds received or ex-
pended in 1977 were for the nomination and/or election of
candidates to State offices from the Commonwealth of Virginia.
As such, contributions from corporations are entirely legal
under State law and were accepted and expended.

It is my understanding that the Commission asked for this .7
Report because of the fact in this period the Committee did
not keep separate accounts for State and Federal elections.

Please be advised that as soon as any funds are received in
this calendar year the new Treasurer of the Committee, Mr.
Robert Tauscher, Route 1, Abingdon, Vir~inia 24210, will set
up a separate account for Federal elections so that there
will be no questions in the future concerning this matter.

~~~h-'-'.



- In reply please *er to 3SV1/78-21

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W

S~6 ~'WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463 Marcia 27, 1978

Th72.~hlii

Robert A. Vinyard, Treasurer
Washington County Republican Committee 0 A
117 West Main Street 0 A ~
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Dear Vinyard:SvITOBSO ViiA)

- This letter is prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting
Scandidates and committees who wish to comply with the Federal Election

V~ Campaign Act, as amended. During review ofthe January 31 Year End
- Report of Receipts and Expenditures, we noticed an entry indicating that

c~you may have accepted a contribution from a corporation. Corporate con-
tributions are prohibited by the Act, unless tile contribution is made by
a separate segregated fund established by the corporation. A copy of
that portion of your report is attached for your review and clarification.

__ N The Commission recommends that if you have accepted a prohibited
contribution that you return the full amount to the donor. The return

C~of the contribution should be reported immediately by letter and should
be reflected as a contribution refund on your next report of receipts

S and expenditures. If the identification of the source of this contri-
bution is incomplete or incorrect on the original report, please
submit a statement which would clarify this particular matter for the

(r, public record. You may do so by amending your original report by letter.

N*1 Please notify the Commission within ten (10) days of receipt of this
letter of the determination made on this matter. If you have any questions
concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact David Greevy
(800)424-9530, our Reports Analyst assigned to you. Our local telephone
number is 523-4048.

Sincerely,

Orlando B. [Potter
Staff Director

Endlosure
Certified Mail:
Return Receipt Requested
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Attacent 6

Telecon':

Re: W~shington County Republican Committee

Called Virginia Secreta ry of State, Corporate Division, this
day to learn that'Smith-, Robinson & Vinyard is a corporation
in good- standing, date of incorporation 1/2/73.

David U. Greevy
3/14/78

V
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