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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
' 1325 K SIREET N.W.

4 WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

May 2, 1978

Robert K. Akahiji
- .3350 Sierra Drive

Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

Re: MUR 549

Dear Mr. Akahiji:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated
April 4, 1978.

On April 26, 1978, the Commission voted to accept your
explanation of the circumstances surrounding your making
a contribution to the Citizens for Craven, Hawaii and the
Sea which appeared to be in excess of that allowed by law.

!The Commission al-so voted to close its file in the matter.

.. I have enclosed a copy of the certification of the

Commission's action for your files.

Thank you for your prompt response .to our inquiry.C7x

Sincer ly,

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Enclosure



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K 5TREE'T N.W.~WASHING TON. D.C. 20463

May 2, 1978

Stanley F.S. Wong
Wong, Sueda, Ching and

Associates
Suite 223
250 Ward Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Re: MUR 549

Dear Mr. Wong:

This will acknowledge the April 26, 1978, telephone
conversation between Mrs. Kruse of your office and
Vincent J. Convery, Jr., and will reduce its subject
matter to writing.

On April 26, 1978, the Commission voted to accept the

explanation of the circumstances surrounding the $1,000
contribution made by Mr. Sueda, Mr. Ching and you to the
Citizens for Craven, Hawaii and the Sea, as set forth in
your letter of March 30, 1978, and voted to close its file
in the matter. A copy of the certification of the Commission's
action is enclosed.

SYour prompt attention to our inq- is appreciated.

Sincer ly,- 7/

William C. Ol aker
General Counsel

Enclosure



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W.
W\SHINGTOND.C. 20463

May 2, 1978

Jerry Kimoto
Treasurer, Citizens for

Craven Hawaii and the Sea
98-473 #3 Kaonohi Street
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Re: MUR 549

Dear Mr. Kimoto:

This will acknowledge your April 26, 1978, telephone
conversation with Vincent J. Convery, Jr., the Commission
attorney assigned to this matter, and will reduce its
subject matter to writing.

On April 26, 1978, the Commission voted to accept
your explanation of the circumstances surrounding Citizens'
acceptance of certain campaign contributions which appeared
to be in excess of those allowed by law. The Commission
also voted to close its file in the matter.

I have enclosed a copy of the certification of the
Commission's action for your filL..

Thank you for your prompt attentionl our inquiry.

Sinc ely,

William. C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Citizens for Craven, Hawaii
and the Sea

Robert K. Akahiji
Stanley F. S. Wong )

MUR 549

CERTI FICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on April 26, 1978, the

Commission determined by a vote of 6-0 to accept the explanations

of the respondents and close the file in the above-captioned matter.

Date: April 27, 1978
Marjorie W. Emmons

Secretary to the Commnission

General Counsel's Interim Report dated April 17, 1978 received in the
Office of the Commission Secretary on April 21, 1978.

Circulated to the Commission on April 21, 1978 on a no-objection basis.
Objection filed on April 21, 1978.
Placed on agenda for Commission Meeting of April 26, 1978.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

April 24, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS \'

SUBJECT: MUR 549

On April 21, 1978, at 11:00 a.m., the Commission
Secretary's office circulated the Interim Report on
MUR 549 on a 24 hour no-objection basis to expire at
11:00 a.m. today.

On Friday, April 21, at 4:32 p.m., Commissioner Staebler
filed an objection thereby placing MUR 549 on the Compliance
Agenda for Wednesday, April 26, 1978.

wmcg
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
April 17, 1978

In the Matter of ))
Citizens for Craven, Hawaii )

and the Sea )
MUR 549

Robert K. Akahiji )
Stanley F.S. Wong )

INTERIM REPORT

On March 17, 1978, the Commission found reason to believe

that Robert K. Akahiji and Stanley F.S. Wong each had violated

Section 441a(a) (1) (A) of the Federal Election Campaign Act by

making contributions to Citizens for Craven, Hawaii and the

Sea which were in excess of the $1,000 per election limitation,

and found reason to believe that Citizens had violated Section 441a
C*

(f) of the Act by knowingly accepting the excessive contributions.

The respondents were advised of the Commission's findings

and were invited to provide information which would demonstrate

N why no further action should be taken.

Mr. Wong, who was listed as being a contributor of $175 and

$1,000, responded in a letter dated March 30, 1978. Admitting

that the $175 contribution was his own, he asserted that the

$1,000 contribution was not his exclusively, but was made jointly

with his two business partners, each of the three contributing in

like proportion to his percentage of ownership in the firm.

Mr. Wong, who is an 80% owner, wrote the single check. He thus

contends that his aggregate contribution to Citizens was $975,

and not $1,175.
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Mr. Akahiji, who was listed as being a contributor of

$500, $500 and $200, responded in a letter dated April 4, 1978.

He simply advised that he had received a $200 refund from.

Citizens and enclosed a copy of the letter, dated March 30,

1978, which accompanied that refund. The letter, written by

Jerry Kimoto, Citizens' Treasurer, informs Mr. Akahiji that,

due to an oversight, Citizens erroneously had accepted his

excessive contribution. Citizens accepts responsibility for the

error.

Citizens responded through its Treasurer a letter dated

- April 3, 1978.

a. With regard to Mr. Wong, Treasurer Kimoto states that

the $1,000 contribution had been received "as having been contri-

buted in behalf of Stanley Wong and two other individuals," but

that, due to an error in bookkeeping, the contribution was

recorded on a single ledger rather than on three. Mr. Kimoto

advises that, since the "distribution of the amounts contributed

Qby each cannot [ow be determined," the portion of Mr. Wong's

aggregate contribution which appeared to be in excess of the

limitation (i.e., $175), had been refunded.

b. With regard to Mr. Akahiji, Treasurer Kimoto admits

error in, and takes responsibility for, accepting an excessive

contribution. He states that every effort was made to observe

the contribution limitations and asserts that the error was a

result of an unintentional oversight. He notes that a refund

of the excessive amount had been made to Mr. Akahiji.
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The attached letters, requesting additional information,

have been sent to Mr. Wong and to Mr. Kimoto.

General Counsel
Date
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

April 20, 1978

.. CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerry Kimoto, Treasurer
Citizens for Craven, Hawaii

and the Sea
98-473 #3 Kaonohi Street
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Re: MUR 549

Dear Mr. Kimoto:

__ This will acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated
April 3, 1978. The information you provided us has
raised some additional questions.

Specifically, what information or documentation was
... received by Citizens which indicated that the $1,000

check written by Stanley F.S. Wong was, in fact, a contri-
C. bution made jointly by Mr. Wong and two other individuals?

What indication did Citizens have as to how the contribution
was to be apportioned among the individuals? Please provide

Ncopies of any such documentation.

In view of the fact that Citizens' January 31, 1977,
report of receipts and expenditures clearly indicated that
Robert K. Akahiji had made an aggregate contribution of
$1,200, please describe the procedure that was used by the
Committee in identifying, and in taking action with regard
to, improper contributions.
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We would appreciate your response to these questions
within ten days of your receipt of this letter. Also, we
request that you include copies of the checks by which
refunds were made to Mr. Wong and to Mr. Akahiji.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
Genera,1-,ounsel

7harles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel

-Ki~



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET NWA
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

April 20, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
44 RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Stanley F.S. Wong
Wong, Sueda, Ching and

Associates
Suite 223
250 Ward Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Re: MUR 549

CY* Dear Mr. Wong:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated
March 30, 1978, and will confirm the telephone conversation
between your business manager, Mrs. Kruse, and Vincent 'J.

7Convery, Jr., the Commission attorney assigned to this
matter, on April 13, 1978.

Essentially, Mrs. Kruse advised us that the $1,000
contribution made jointly by Lloyd A. Sueda, Tim L. Ching
and you to the Citizens for Craven was drawn on your personal
checking account, and that appropriate deductions subsequently
were made in the drawing accounts of Messrs. Sueda and Ching.

N That information has raised these additional questions:

1. Did your check, or any accompanying document,
indicate that the contribution was to be credited to three
contributors?

2. Did your check, or any accompanying document,
indicate the amount that each individual was contributing?

3. Briefly explain the drawing account. Particularly,
we are interested in learning whether funds in this account
represent personal assets or corporate assets.
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4. On what date(s) were the deductions made from
Messrs. Sueda's and Ching's drawing accounts? -

5. When the funds representing Messrs. Sueda's and
Ching's contributions were deducted from the drawing
account(s), how were they credited to you? Were you
reimbursed directly?

During the conversation. Mr. Convery requested that
a copy of the check by which the $1,000 contribution was
made be sent to us, and Mrs. Kruse indicated that this
would be done. In addition, please send us copies of any
documentation which accompanied the contribution, and copies
of the ledger entries noting the deductions from your
partners' accounts.

We would appreciate a response to our inquiry within

ten days of your receipt of this letter.

Sincerely,

Associate General Counsel



April 3, 1978wk

Mr. William C. Oldaker
Federal Elections Commission 0 1 71325 K Street, N.W. 8 1 7
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

RE: MUR 549

Thank you for your letter of March 21, 1978, advising me of contributions
received by the 'Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea" Commnittee
which were found to be in violation of provisions of the Federal Elections
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

I have reviewed the records and wish to provide you with the following
information in response to your letter:

(1) Robert Akahiji
3350 Sierra Drive
Honolulu, HI 96816

Contributions of $500 received on Aug. 16, 1976; of $500
received on October 5, 1976; and of $200 on Nov. 19, 1976, for
a total sum of $1200. Total contributions exceed limit of the
Federal election laws by $200.

Comments:

A review of our receipts and related records show that an
error has been made and due to an oversighit on my part, the error
was not detected earlier and therefore, no corrective actions were
taken previously. While failure to detect and correct the error
previously were due to an oversight on my part while conducting
previous reviews of the our records, I wish to certify that every
effort was made to observe the limitations of the Federal election
laws and that the error was due to an unintentional oversight.

Actions Taken.:

Upon reviewing the records and confirming the error, I have
issued a refund check of $200 from the "Citizens for John P. Craven,
Hawaii and the Sea" committee,, to Mr. Akahiji which represents a
refund for the amount of contributions received in excess of the
Federal election requirements.

(2) Stanley Wong
3306 Woodlawn Drive
Honolulu, HI 96822

Contributions of $175 received on Dec. 22, 1976, and of $1000



on February 20, 1977, for a total sum of $1175. Total contri-
butions received exceed limit of Federal election laws by $175.

Comments:

The amount of contributions received from Stanley Wong as shown
above were accepted by the "Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the
Sea" committee because the contributions were received as having been
contributed in behalf of Stanley Wong and two other individuals. Since
the contributions represented contributions from several individuals, the
contributions were deemed acceptable in accordance with Federal elections
requirements.

Actions Taken:

In reviewing the records, I have found that due to a bookkeeping
error, the total contributions received were recorded on a single ledger,
under "Wong, Stanley". Since separate ledgers were not established with
itemized amounts contributed individually by the intended donors, the dis-
tribution of the amount(s) contributed by each cannot be determined at
this time.

0 Therefore, while it was not the intent of our committee to have
accepted the contributions in violation of Federal election requirements,
I have issued a check to Mr. Stanley Wong for the amount of contribu-
tions credited to him which exceeds the limitations of the Federal
election laws.

I hope the information provided and the actions taken by the "Citizens for
John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea" committee meet with your favorable considera-
tion in satisfying the requirements of the Federal election laws and of the
concerns you have called to our attention.

Please advise me should additional information be required and please be
assured that the errors cited were not knowingly nor intentionally made by the
"Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea" committee.

Thank you.

INDIVIDUAL

STATE OF HAWAII, !
City and County of Honolulu. a ss:

/4 avenl,

On this .day of ....... .. /, D. 129 before me personally appeared

JERRY IMOTO

to .e known to be the person ... described in and who exectcted the foregoiny instrtunent and

acknowledfed that he ....... execttted the same as his ... free act and deed.

Notary Pu Fi; udca t
S tate fl Haa ..

My Cornmission Expires 9.7



Citizens for John P. Craven,
Hawaii and the Sea

c/o. 98-473 #3 Kaonohi St.
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 r Is"2

RETURN RECEPT
REQUESTED

o. 167487 Mr. William C. Oldaker
Federal Elections Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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5 : 513350 Sierra Drives Apt. 702
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

April 4, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attention: Mr. Vincent J. Convery, Jr.

Gentlemen:

RE: MUR 549

Please be advised that I have received a $200.00 check which
represents a refund for contributions made to the "Citizens of
John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea."

Enclosed is a letter from the committee which is self-e>planatory.

Si

encls.

Th7A~



CITIZOt FOR JOHN P. CRAVEN, HAWAII ANA.E SEA
c/o 98-473 #3 Kaonohi Street

Aiea, Hawaii 96701

March 30, 1978

Mr. Robert Akahiji
3350 Sierra Drive
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

Dear Mr. Akahiji:

Enclosed, please find a check for $200.00, which represents a refund for
contributions made to the "Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea",
committee.

We have been informed by the Federal Elections Commission that the ag-
gregate of your contributions exceeded the limitations of the Federal Election
laws. We have reviewed our records and have confirmed that due to an over-
sight, we erroneously accepted a $200 contribution from you in November, 1976,
which represented an excess of the amount authorized a candidate for the U.S.
House of Representatives.

We sincerely regret this error and the inconvenience caused you by this
oversight. Should the Federal Elections Commission direct any inquiries to
you, please feel free to inform them that the error was made by our committee
and that a refund has been made to you in an effort to correct the error. We
will also be communicating our actions to the Federal Elections Commnission.

Thank you for your contributions and for the assistance provided us in
past efforts.

Sincerely,

Jerry Kimo
Treasurer



Robert K. Akahiji, Inc. / General Contractor
1932 DEMOCRAT ST. o HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819
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Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

ATTN: MR. VINCENT J. CONVERY, JR.



March 30, 1978

William C Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Corn5ission

1325 K Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20463

Re : MIJR 549

Dear Sir 1

In response to your letter dated 3/21/78 advising us as to a possible
violation of the Federal Election Capaign Act, I wish to submit the
following:

The $1,000.00 contribution was not my own individual contribution . It
was handled in the following manner. I and my two partners agreed be-
tween vs that we would make a total contribution of $1,000,00 and that
we would contribute in the same ratio that we have ownership in the
firm, For expediency I wrote the check and then it was paid as follows

Stanley F.S. Wong 80% ownership of Co. $800.00
Lloyd T. Sueda 16% ownership of Co. 160.00
-Aimmy L. Ching 4% ownership of Co. 4,0.00

It would appear that we should have each made out our own check thus
avoiding the implication of violating the Campaign Spending Law. Cer-

" tainly I had no intent of creating any problem or obviously I would not
have handled it the way that I did.

In the future, we will not handle this as we did the above. Since I
had only given 800.00, I realized that the additional $175.00 would not
exceed the limit.

I hope this clarifies the situation and if you need any further inform-
ation, please let me know and we will supply it to you.

anlhey S'. Wong "

Wong, Sueda, Ching ssoc.,Inc.

SW/1k

Suite 223 250 Ward Avenue Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 Telephone 536-3756



ong, Sueda, Ching & Associates, Inc. /Architects and Planners

Mr. William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Federal Election Cmission

1325 K Street N.
Washington D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 549

Suite 223 250 Ward Avenue Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ))
Citizens for John P. Craven,)
Hawaii and the Sea )

MUR 549 (78)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that, on March 17 ,

1978, upon the recommendation of the General Counsel, the

Commission found reason to believe that Citizens for John P.

Craven, Hawaii and the Sea violated Section 441a(f), and

found reason to believe that Robert Akahiji and Stanley Wong

each violated Section 441a(a) (1) (A), of the Federal Election

Campaign Act, in the above-captioned matter.

Date: March 17, 1978 Maf-r on W. -mnon 4r
S5ecretary to the Commission

Report dated:
Received in Commissioner Secretary's Office:
Circulated on 24 no-objection basis:

Undated
3-15-78, 5:00
3-16-78, 11:30
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L ELECTION COMMISSI.
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION

SOURCE:

MUR NO. 549

DATE COMPtYNT- RECEIVED
BY OGC
STAFF
MEMBER CONVERY

Internally Generated, OGC

RESPONDENT'S NAME:
I. Citizens for John

and the Sea
2. Robert Akahiji
3. Stanley Wong

P. Craven, Hawaii

RELEVANT STATUTE:

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

r FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

2 U.S.C. §441a(f); 2 U.S.C. S441a(a)

Reports of Receipts and Expenditures

None

BACKGROUND

These violations were discovered in the course of our examination of
Reports of Receipts and Expenditures in MUR 351, which also involved

N Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea.

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Robert Akahiji and Stanley Wong each made contributions to Citizens
which, in the aggregate, exceeded limitations set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a
(a) (1) (A). Citizens knowingly accepted such contributions, in violation
of 5441a(f). According to Reports of Receipts and Expenditures filed by
Citizens, Robert Akahiji made contributions of $500 on August 16, 1976,
of $500 on October 5, 1976, and of $200 on November 19, 1976. Citizens'
end of year report lists Akahiji's aggregate year-to-date contribution
as $1,200.

Stanley Wong is listed as having made contributions of $175 on
December 22, 1976 and of $1,000 on February 20, 1977.
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16,

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

All these contributions were made with respect to the october 2,
1976, primary election, the only election in which John P. Craven was
a candidate.

Examination of later reports filed by Citizens does not evidence
any refund to either contributor.

RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that Robert Akahiji and Stanley Wong each
violated Section 441a(a) and that Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii
and the Sea violated Section 441a(f) of the Act. Send attached letters.

- 2 -



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jerry Kimoto, Treasurer
Citizens for John P. Craven,

Hawaii and the Sea
98-473 #3 Kaonohi Street
Aiea, Hawaii 96701

Re: MUR

Dear Mr. Kimoto:

This is to advise you that, on March , 1978,
the Commission found reason to believe that Citizens

*for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea violated
Section 441a(f) of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. S431 et seq., by know-
ingly accepting excessive campaign contributions in
the following regards:

C
a. Reports of receipts and expenditures filed by

Citizens indicate that Robert Akahiji of 3350
Sierra Drive,. Honolulu made contributions of

N$500 on August 16, 1976; of $500 on October 5,
1976; and of $200 on November 19, 1976. Inas-
much as these contributions all were made with
respect to the October 2, 1976 primary election,
they were in excess of the limitations set forth
in 2 U.S.C. S441a(a).

b. Reports of receipts and expenditures filed by
Citizens indicate that Stanley Wong of 3306
Woodlawn Drive, Honolulu, made contributions of
$175 on December 22, 1976 and of $1,000 on
February 20, 1977. Inasmuch as these contri-
butions all were made with respect to the
October 2, 1976, primary election, they were
in excess of the limitations set forth in
2 U.S.C. §441a(a).
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You are invited to provide any information which
would demonstrate that no further action should be taken
against Citizens. Your response should be notarized and
should be forwarded within ten days of your receipt of
this letter. We have assigned this matter reference
number MUR , and would appreciate your using that
reference in any correspondence.

Should you have any questions, please contact
Vincent J. Convery, Jr., the Commission attorney assigned
to this matter, at 202-523-4073.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

ent

-is

1.
00•



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHINCTOND.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Stanley Wong
3306 Woodlawn Drive
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Re: MUR

Dear Mr. Wong:

This is to advise you that, on March , 1978,
the Commission found reason to believe that you violated
Section 441a(a) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. §431 et seq. Records filed
by Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawaii and the Sea in-
dicate that you made contributions to that committee with
respect to the October 2, 1976, primary election which,
in the aggregate, were in excess of $1,000. These contri-
butions were as follows:

$175 on December 22, 1976 and $1,000 on
February 20, 1977.

You are invited to provide information which will
demonstrate that no further action should be taken
against you. Your response should be notarized and
should be forwarded within ten days of your receipt of
this letter. We have assigned this matter reference
number MUR , and would appreciate your using that
reference in any correspondence.

Should you have any questions, please contact
Vincent J. Convery, Jr., the Commission attorney
assigned to this matter, at 202-523-4073.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

.o'.-UT )o I



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
VWSHING1ON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert Akahiji
3350 Sierra Drive
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

Re: MUR

Dear Mr. Akahiji:

This is to advise you that, on March , 1978,
the Commission found reason to believe that you violated
Section 441a(a) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. S431 et se. Records filed
by Citizens for John P. Craven, Hawail and the Sea in-
dicate that you made contributions to that committee with
respect to the October 2, 1976, primary election which,
in the aggregate, were in excess of $1,000. These contri-
butions were as follows:

$500 on August 16, 1976; $500 on October 5,
1976; and $200 on November 19, 1976.

You are invited to provide information which will
demonstrate that no further action should be taken
against you. Your response should be notarized and
should be forwarded within ten days of your receipt of
this letter. We have assigned this matter reference
number MUR , and would appreciate your using that
reference in any correspondence.

Should you have any questions, please contact
Vincent J. Convery, Jr., the Commission attorney
assigned to this matter, at 202-523-4073.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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