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FEDERAL ELECTION COMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W
WASHNC ION.D.C. 20463

April 21, 197:0
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT EQUESTED

William E. Brock III
Chairman -
Republican National Comittee.
310 First Street, S.E.* Washington, D.C. 20003

0 ~Re~ NUR S~(

Dear Mr. Brock:

Based on information ascextainio in the noral courseof carrying out its sUpervisiry responsbilities, theFederal Election Comission opened MUR 536 to c ider the
* possibility that the Republican National Comittee had
. violated 2 U.S.C. S438(a)(4) in-connection with the RNCPAC Division's use of information on political actidoncommittees copied from public records on file a"tte Com-

mission.

On April 24 1978, the comaission fand no reason to
believe the Republican, National 'Conittee violated 2 O.Cv.S438 (a) (4) in connection, with, 60e'- records., A o i ..ly.the Commission has closed the file on 'this matter "

A copy of the General Comsel's report andt te Cam-mission's certification in this matter are enclosed for
your information.

Should you have any questions, please contact GaryChristian, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

William  Z "er
General Counselcc: Mr. Charles McManus

AssciVate aane4 counftl
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Commission, do hereby certify that on April 24, 1978, tue

Commission approved without objection the recommendations in

the First General Counsel's Report dated April 20, 1978, in the

above-captioned matter as follows:

1. Find no reason to believe the Republica at$, i:V.l
Comittee violated 2 U.S.C. §438(a)(4) In io ii ti its
copying of public records relating to political -tton
comittees.

2. Close the file.

3. Send the letter attached to the First Geneal. i
Counsel's Report.

J

Marjoriecretary to
W. Emmons
the Commission

Report dated: 4-20-78
Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 4-20-78,
Circulated on 24 hour no-objection basis: 4-21-78,

3:4811:00

~
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION'

e Matter of

lican National Comaittee

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Enmns, Secretary to the Federal El.t i!on

Date : 1
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
132S K STREET N.W
WASHtNGTON.D.C. 20463

APRIL, t 4,;1

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

RE:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE EMMONS

GENERAL COUNSEL REPORTS.ON COMPLIANCE MATTERS

At 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 21, 1978, the Office of the
CoIission Secretary circulated the General Counsel's 'Rports
on the following MURS to the Commission:

MUR 495

MUR 553

MUR 527

These documents were circulated on a no-objectin, bass., ....
at noonon April 24, 1978, our office has received noi o .tions

to the recommendations contained in the above-name ertt

Ad

"Pow"
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

Myth, 31, T"

MEMRANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMHONS "

OBJECTIONS

The following MURs circulated on a 24 hour no-objection

basis have received objections from Comissloner Tiernan:

UR 525 (78) - 1st GC Report dated 3-30-Th
MUR 527 (78) - 1st GC Report dated 3-30-78,

1R530 (7 ) - 1st GC Report dated 3'30-78
536 (7 - 1st GC Report dated 3-.30. :78

- Ist GC Report dated 3...-78 re-circulated
MUR 551 (78) - Ist GC Report dated 3-30-78

These items have been placed on the Executt v Session

Agenda for April 6, 1978

99 ) *9~

9 ~L9 2 92 9~.

3-31-78
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4rtL LETON. COMMI5

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL' S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL APR 20 1978 MU
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSIONDA

i BaY
ST

CW ANT'EFEV

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Referred by Public Disclosure Division (See
Attachment I).

RESPONDENT'S NAME: Republican National Committee

%O RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. S438(a) (4)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: None

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

C SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

This matter arose from information brought to our attention by

0 Kent Cooper, Assistant Staff Director, Public Disclosure 0*0vii±o . 44i

r February 21, 1978, Mr. Cooper noticed David Sloan and one, other man't

both employed by the Republican National Committee ("RNC") , malti a

comprehensive list of names, addresses and cash on hand of political

action committees ("PAC's") from disclosure documents in the Public

Records Office. They entered this information on index cards (Attachments

II) which provided spaces for entry of various data including contribu-

tions, participation, and legislative interest. Mr. Cooper informed

Mr. Sloan that 2 U.S.C. S438(a)(4) prohibits the use of information copied

from FEC reports to solicit contributions. Mr. Sloan stated that he was

aware of the provision and did not think the RWC was violating it. f.

Cooper referred the matter to the Office of General Coans .Z-or considera-
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tion of the possibility that the RNC was using the information gathered

by Mr. Sloan for solicitation purposes in violation of 2 U.S.C. 438(a)(4).

(see Attachment I.).

LEGAL ANALYSIS

The information available to OGC at this time indicates that the

RNC PAC Division uses data copied from FEC reports for general political

purposes in conjunction with its PAC Development Program rather than for

solicitations. The PAC Division encourages corporations and trade

associations to form PACs and assists them in complying with the Act.

Information from FEC reports is used for such purposes as finding cor-

porations and trade associations which have not yet formed PACs or which

may not be fully utilizing their existing PACs. In addition, the Division
LA

publishes a monthly newsletter called PAC Brief in which FEC-derived data

is used for such comparisons as labor and corporate PAC support of

Federal candidates.

CAlthough by encouraging the creation of corporate and trade associa-

tion PACs, the RNC may benefit, this does not appear to be the kind of

C activity 2 U.S.C. 5438(a)(4) was designed to prevent. The legilative 4

c,
history of 2 U.S.C. S438(a)(4) shows that the prohibition was intended

to prevent the use of information in disclosure documents as the basis

for direct solicitations and not to foreclose the use of this information

for other, albeit political, purposes. The Office of General Counsel

believes that the RNC's use of FEC reports in the manner described

above does not appear to violate 2 U.S.C. S438(a) (4).

RECOMENDATION

Find no reason to believe the Republican National Committee violated

2 U.S.C. S438(a)(4) in connection with its copying of public records re-

lating to political action committees. Close the file. Send attached

letter.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETRN RECEIPT REQUESTE

William E. Brock III
Chairman
Republican National Committee
310 First Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

444

Dear Mr. Brock:

Based on information. ascertained in the nrma1 courseof carrying out its superviory, responsibiUt.es, theFederal Election Comission opened M UR 536. to consider thepossibility that the Republican National Ccoiati hadviolated 2 U.S.C. S438(a)(4) in connection with the JCPAC Division's use of information on political actin
conittees copied from public records on file- at Com-
mission.

On , 1978, the Couision found Zoeaon tobelieve the Republican National C±t€ vi **ij i$ 6 C
S438 (a) (4) in connectionw 54,such reeo?4#
the Commission has closed the file on thi-ii Ale,

A copy of the General Counsel's report*n4 tmission's certification in this matter are e*ose4
your information.

Should you have any questions, please contact GaryChristian, the staff member assigned to thisa,'atter, at
523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Mr. Charles McManus

William C Oldake*r
General Cown1i -
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FEDERAL ELECTION COM IION
W135K SiREEl NAW;

M'C~fNC~ D.C. 2040.

February 219 1978

K MEMORANDUM
r. •TO: GENERAL COUNSEL C

THROUGH: STAFF DIRECTOR

'FROM: KENT COOPER

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF SEC. 438(a)(4)

e This is to notify you that I have Just had a brief discussion
with David Sloan .,and one other man in regards to Section 438 , (a)(4).
These two gentlemen had been working inthe Public: Records Office,
for most of, this morni gong through the FEC alphabeticallisting of all political lcOnmittee . th ng. through the• . .... . : -., t o e r w a s . g9 0.4 t o g t e
paper copy files of the non-arty o0l t onmi ttees. -.Ea h-wa
-. oufi out te attched blue card on conuittees. A is our normal
practice when it appears someone is making a long ist I asked them
to step into my office and asked them tor ."read Sec 438(a)(4), They
stated they knew of the provision and that they did not .thitnk they
were acting contrary to it. David Sloan stated that they both were
working with the RNC and that they were writing down addresses and
finding out which committees had large amounts of cash on hand. I
did not indicate an opinion as to whether or not their:, ,actions
were contrary to the Act but simply asked them to study that Section
and make sure their superiors knew of the provision.

I encourage the General Counsel's'Office to make further,"
inquiries into thisv poisible violation.i : My initial .reaction is-.thatthey are adding-to their.card files Informtion which could be
passed on to candidates who my be looking for PACS to contact
for contributions.

4 .LaM•

:" . .- . . . . : ' -.. . .,. : :: .i , . .. . . . ... ..? . : : i~ i ::. .
i : . . ' -. ~~ -ii ; .: ;i i : ., : i .-:' : ,, ii ,: ... . : . , : . . . . . ... i i . :
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W I
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463.

THIS IS THE END OF UR #.


