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BEFORE THE FLDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Cameron County Republican
Executive Conmittee

)
)
)
) MUR 535b
)

CERTTFICATION

I, Wendy McGhee Graham, Recording Secretary of the Meeting,
do hereby certify that on March 15, 1978, the Commiasion, by a
vote of 4-1, directed the Jeneral Counsel not to proceed further
with any actions against the above-captioned committee and to close
the file.

Voting for this approval were Commissioners Springer, Staebler,
Harris and Thomson., Commissioner Tiernman voted against the

determinatlon.

\j}.«d -'15%4.777 %/M/Jﬂw?m

Wendy McGhee Granam
Recording Secretary of the Meeting

f’% /ﬁﬂz?zf&‘}fw

Date: March 17, 1978




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET S W
WVASHINGTOMN 130 200404

March 7, 1978

MEMORANDLM TN: CHARLES STEELE ;"
FRoM: MATINRIE W, EMMIONS \.w
SUBJECT : MUR 535b (78) - NBJECTION

The above-mentioned MUP was circulated to the Commissioners

on March 6, 1978 at 11:00.
Commissioner Staebler submitted an objection at 3:30,

March 6, 1978, thereby placina MUR 535b on the Executive Session

Agenda for March 15, 1978.
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March 3, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr
BUBJECT: MUR 535b
d D
- Please have the attached 7 day report on MUR 535b
: distributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-objection
- basis. |
< Thank you.
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1325 K Street N.W.
. Washington, D.C. 20463 .

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL 1578 MUR NO. 535 B

BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION MAR 3 B DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC February 10, 1978
STAFF
ME®nprnm Donaldson

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Referred from Reports Analysis
RESPONDENT"S NAME: Cameron County Republican Executive Committee
RELEVAXT ETATUTE: 2 U.8.C. §44la(d)

11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Cameron County Republican Executive Committee
Republican (Texas) Party
Republican National Committee

N/A
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATICHS

The Reports Analysis Division referred the Cameron County
Republican Executive Committee to the Office of General Counsel
on February 10, 1978 (Attachment I). Reports Analysis has
questioned whether expenditures made by the Club were permitted
by 2 U.5.C. §44la(d) and 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

A review of the Cameron County Republican Executive Committee
reports filed with the Commission indicate that the Committee made
over 51000 in expenditures to influence the general election
campaign of the Republican Party's nominee for President (Attachment II).

11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5) states that "Any expenditure by a
county committee of a political party .. that furthers the general
election campaign of that party's candidates for President and
Vice President shall not constitute the making of a contribution
or expenditure to a Federal candidate as long as the expenditures
do not exceed $1000 per such committee." There is no provision
in the Act or the Regulations permitting a county committee of a
political party to expend over $1000 to further the general
election of a Party's candidates for President and Vice President
unless they are designated agents of the national committee as
provided for in 11 C.F.R. §110.7(a)(4). Cameron County Republican
Executive Committee was not a designated agent of the Republican
National Committee in 1976.
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RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that the Cameron County Republican
Executive Committee violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5) by making
expenditures in excess of $1000 to further the general election
campaign of the Republican's candidate for President. Send
attached letter.
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ATTRCHMENT T
(see pege J'ﬁ ””‘Q)

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TS sIRELT W

WAshESNG, IO L NMdnd
February 10, 1978

MEMORANDUM
TO: WILLIAM OLDAKER, OGC
ATTN: RANDALL JOHNSON _ ‘)
THROUGH : ORLANDO B. po-r'rssr.t?l A

LO1S ZELLA i
FROM: IRENE ALLEN :_'714‘-1\—
SUBJECT: BELL COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CLUB, TEXAS-POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS

During the review of a report submitted by the Bell County Democratitc
Club, a problem surfaced which will recuire a clarification from

the Office of General Counsel before it can be resolved. We should
aporeciate your consideration of the matter set forth herein, and
your advice as to the method by which this problem should be

handled.

Reporting History of Committee

l. Cormittee filed a new Statement of Organization on 10/29/76.
This document stated that the committee was a county(Bell) cormittee
of the Democratic(Texas) Party. The document listed no affiliation.

2, Committee filed, on State forms, a Report of Receipts and
Expenditures on 8/22/77. This report was filed in resvonse to

a non-filer mailgram for the July 10 Quarterly Report. The report
covered 10/24/76-11/27/76, and it provided little information.

3. Dorothy Riley spoke with treasurer of the committee on
8;:5(??, requesting a report for such periods as necessary, to
be filed on FEC Form 3.

4. Committee filed on 11/18/77 a cooy of the original Statement
of Organization which had been filed on 10/29/76. (Copy attached)

5. Committee €filed on 11/18/77 a Report of Receipts and Expenditures
on FEC Form 31, which covered the following periods. (Copy attached)
"Sept. 24-0Oct. 23"
"Oct. 24-Nov. 27"
"Nov. 28-Present"”
cl.'.“-““'-"\r x
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fell’ County Democratic Club, Texas-Possible violations

From the information presented in this latter Report, it appears that
the committee made expenditures, apparently not in excess of $1,000,
for newspaper advertisements which furthered the general election
campaigns of only the Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates

of the party. Further, it appears that the committee made these
expenditures under the assumption that it was making independent
expenditures in connection with the general election campaign of the
party's candidates for President and Vice-President. There has been
no indication to date that the committee made such expenditures as
the designated agent of the national committee of the political party.

The Act and the FEC Regulations

The Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, and the FEC Regulations
appear to permit expenditures by a county committee of a political
party, in connection with the general election campaign of a
Presidential candidate only under the following conditions.

1. The national committee of the political party designates the
county committee as agent to make such expenditures under the
provisions of 2 U.S5.C. 44la(d);: or -

2. The county committee makes such experditures, the primary purposes
of which are to further the general election campaign of that

party's nominee or nominees, that also further the general election
campaign of that party's candidates for President and Vice-President.
According to FEC Regulations & 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (5), such expenditures
shall not constitute the making of a contribution or expenditure

to a Federal candidate as long as the expenditure does not exceed
$§1,000 per such committee. And such expenditures shall not count
toward the limits of Section 110.7(a), (b) (1) and (b)(2).

Further, the FEC Regulations % 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (4), states that
party committees may not make independent expenditures in connection
with the general elsction campaign of candidates for Federal office.

Questions

Because there does not appear to be provisions in the Act regarding
these types of expenditures, and because the FEC Regulations were
not promuloated until after the dates on which these expenditures
were made, there are several questions regarding the method by which
this matter should be handled.

Were such expenditures permitted under relevant law at the time the
expenditurcs were made? If yes, under what provisions? If no,

should this matter be directed to your attention for your consideration
and action, as deemed appropriate and necessary?

If such expenditures were not permitted under relevant law at the
time the expenditures were made, and if the matter should not, or
not yct, be directcd to your attention, what clarification should
this Division roquest of the committee, and at what point, if any,
should the matter be dirccted to your attention?

continued



William oldaker@ ‘ h
‘Bell County Demo®Tatic Club, Texas-Possible olations

And finally, for the information of this Division, are such
expenditures permitted under the current relevant laws_and
regulations? In particular, does the FEC Regulations §110.7 (b)

(2) (ii) (5) apply to expenditures, the primary purposes of which

are to further the general election campaign of that party's
candidates for President and Vice-President, e.g. in this situation
in which the advertisements promoted the candidates of the party
for President and Vice-President only?

ADDENDUM (corresponding to Attachment 2)

The Cameron County Republican Executive Committee, Texas, appears
to be another case in point with reference to the matters discussed
above. The committee was established as a party committee, it made
expenditures in excess of $1,000 to influence the general election
campaign of its party's nominee for President, and it does not
appear to have been designated as agent by its national party to
make expenditures in accordance with 2 U.5.C. 44la(d).

We should appreciate your consideration of the matters set forth
herein, as thev apply to the Cameron County Republican Executive
Committee, as well as to the Bell County Democratic Club.

If we may be of service to you in your consideration of these
matters, please feel free to contact David U. Greevy of the
Party Team.

Page Three
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

RS & STREET MW
WASHINGTOM™N 130 Mdnd

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Frank S. Hardin, Treasurer

Cameron County Republican Executive Committee
Post Office Box 2291

Brownsville, Texas 78520

Re: MUR 535 B

Dear Mr. Hardin:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found that your committee,
Cameron County Republican Executive Committee, may have
violated certain provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). Specifically
it appears that your cormittee has violated 11 C.F.R.
§110.7(b) (5) by making expenditures in excess of $1000
to further the general election campaign of the Republican
Party's candidate for President in 1976. We have numbered
this matter MUR 535 B.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expediticusly. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-402a.

Fu, r.-‘r'#

L iy .‘:\ -
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



4

f'l ‘1

7 18

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1525 & STREET NW
WASHINCTON DL . X6

TRIS IS THE END OF MUR #




7:3‘0-40043574

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

125 K STREET NW.
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463 .

THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF HUR # S350
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S5.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy
(2) Internal rules and (7) Investigator
practices files :
(3) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statute Information
(4) Trade secrets and ~ (9) Well Information

commercial or {(geographic or
financial information geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents

Signed

date

FEC 9-21-77
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MW,
WASHINCTON D.C. 20461

April 28, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Alvan N. Wells, Jr., Treasurer
Bell County Democratic Club

3201 Brookbend

Killeen, Texas 76541

Re: MURS35A

Dear Mr. Wells:

On April 26 1978, the Commission found no reasonable
cause to believe that the Bell County Democratic Club
violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5). Accordingly, the
Commission has decided to close its file on this matter.
A copy of the Commission's certification and the
General Counsel's Report is enclosed for your informa-
tion. :

£

Eimlﬁll}' r

- T / ‘ » .
William C., Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

MUR 535A
Bell County Democratic Club )

CERTIFICATION

1, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on April 26, 1978, the Commitsion
determined by a vote of 6-0 to adopt the recommendation of the
General Counsel to take the following actions in the above-captioned

matter:

1. Find no reasonable cause to believe that the Bell
County Democratic Club violated 11 C.F.R. Section
110.7(b)(5).

2. Send the letter attached to the General Counsel's
Report signed April 18, 1978.

3. Close the file in this matter.

Date: April 27, 1978 Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
April 17, 1978

In the Matter of )

) MUR 535A
Bell County Democratic Club )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

Allegation
Reports filed by the Bell County Democratic Club

indicated that the Club made $1318.50 in expenditures
between October 29, 1976 and November 29, 1976. Moat of
these expenditures furthered the general election campaigns
of the Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates of the
Democratic Party. It accordingly appeared that the Bell
Euunty Democratic Club violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5) by
making expenditures in excess of $1000 to further the
general election of the Democratic Party's nominees,

including the President and Vice President.

Evidence

.7 a. n40n 6 43579

The Commission on March 7, 1978, found reason to believe
that the Bell County Democratic Club violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7
(b) (5). The Committee responded to the Commission's reason
to believe notification on March 21, 1978 (Attachment I).
Alvan N. Wells, Jr., Treasurer of the Bell County Democratic

Club, broke down the club's expenditures as follows:

$466.75 Ads in Temple Daily Telegram

$230.00 Ads in Killeen Daily Herald

($130.3%) Less Amount for ads announcin
opening of local campai ad-

guarters, and an ad r
people to vote.

$566.41 $566.41 Total expenditures for .,:_ L:
support of mu:,,.,d.ﬂ' i?

| TR



7804004 3580
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$147.00 Radio spots for Carter/Mondale
165.95 Radio spots for Carter/Mondale
112.00 Radio spots for Carter/Mondale

$424.95 $424.95 Total radio spots in support of
Carter/Mondale

5991.35 Total expenditures for ads and
radio spots in support of Carter/
Mondale

Total expenditures of Bell County Democratic Club

$991.36 Total expenditures in support of
Carter/Mondale
$130.34 Ads for announcing opening of

local campaign headquarters and
an ad reminding people to vote

$196.80 Campaign articles for use in local
headquarters (buttons, donkeys,
peanuts)

It accordingly appears that the Bell County Democratic
Club spent less than $1000 - $991.36 - and therefore did not
violate 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5).

Recommendation
Find no reasonable cause to believe that the Bell
County Democratic Club violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5).

Send attached letter. Close the

Date: wﬂg_

file

Associate anifal Counsel

e aldt . Y & J
PR T g el ] L
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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED FvEe. AT

l;ﬂ.llm'd .
19 WA 24 TREOT: Bpee Teu

March 21, 1978

Mr. William C. Oldaker B
General Counsel :
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street MW

Washington, D.C. 20463
Re: MR 535 A
Drear Sir:

I had attampted to contact Mrs. Donaldson as per your 1
March 8, 1978, but due to her illness this past week, I was unable

I would like to ask that the Commission refer to the page listving
expenditures in the Bell County Democratic Club's report for
verification of the following figures:
Total Bpenditures
$466.75 Ms in Temple Daily Telegram—
See attached checks
$230.00 Ms in Rilleen Daily Herald-
See attached checks
$696.75
-$13n.34 less amount for ads announcing
opening of local campaign head-
quarters and an ad reminding
pecple to vote
$566.41 — $566.41 Ms in individual support of
$147.00 - Radio Spots - See attached checks
$165.95 Radio Spots " " »
$112.00 Radio Spots . " 2 !
24.95 — 3424.95 Individual support of Carter/Mondale’

1.36 Actual amount spent in support of
Carter/Morndals 2




73(’]4_564.3513-!

-2a

As the above shown expenditures indicate, less than $1,000.00 was

spent in furtherance of the Democratic candidates in the presidential
election in 1976.

I certainly hope that this explanation aids the Cammission in

that the Bell County Democratic Club was not in violation of the Act as
mentioned in your letter of March 8, 1978. In further explanation, the
campaign articles referred to in our revort previously filed were pur-
chased to use in our camaign headouarters (Domocratic buttons, donkeys
and peanuts) and were not expenditures on hohalf of individunl candicates.
That amount was $196.80. The following figqures should correspond with
our report previously filed in that $991.36 was spent in support of

the Carter/Mondale election:; $5196.80 was spent on the campaign articles
for use in our local headguarters and $130.34 was spent for ads

the opening of local campaion headquarters and an ad reminding pecple to
vote. The total of those amounts is $1,318.50 as reflected in our report.

In closing, I would like to ask that you present these matters to the
Cammission for consideration in file number MUR-535-A.

Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter and hopefully
you will see that we certainly were attempting to camply with the Act
to the best of our ability. If there are any further problems on

this matter, please do not hesitate to call on me as I will certainly
attemot clarify any questions that you may have.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION b it
1325 K STREET NW, H
WASHINCTON, D.C. 2046) L300
s Y
CERTIFIED MAIL b
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Mr. Alvan N. Wells, Jr., Treasurer f
Bell County Democratic Club
3201 Brookbend
Killeen, Texas 76541
Re: MUR 535A
Dear Mr. Wells:
Oon , 1978, the Commission found no reasonable

cause to believe that the Bell County Democratic Club
violated 11 C.FP.R. §110.7(b) (5). Accordingly, the
Commission has decided to close its file on this matter.
A copy of the Commission's certification and the
General Counsel's Report is enclosed for your informa~-
tion.

L

Sincerely,

William €. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
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H:E Alvan N. Wells, Jr.
3301 Brookbend
Killeen, Texas 76541

CERTIFIED Gaal Comal,
No. 694413 llzsﬁsumtmmim
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON DIC. 20463

March 8, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. hl\.r‘n:‘ . Wells, Jr., Treasurer
Bell County Democratic Club

_ 3201 Brookbend

| Killeen, Texas 76541

Re: MUR 535 A

Dear Mr. Wells:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found that your committee,
Bell County Democratic Club, may have violated certain
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act"). Specifically it appears that
your committee may have violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5)
by making expenditures in excess of $1000 to further the
general election of the Democratic Party's candidates
. for President and Vice President in 1976. We have
numbered this MUR 535 A.

Under the Act, vou have an opportunity to demgnstrate
that no action should be taken against you. FPFleass submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
: relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath.

78040013591

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be

submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

I1f you have any questions, please contact Ms. Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4026.
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the

Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, ,wase have such counsel so notify us in writing.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsal

280400 4 35 9 r!
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

) MUR 535A (78)
Bell County Democratic Club )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Electfon
Commission, do hereby certify that on March 7, 1978, the
Commission approved the recommendatioms of the General Counsel
to find reason to believe that the Bell County Democratic Club
violated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b)(5) by making expenditures h'l_|_ excess
of $1000 to further the general election of the Democratic
Party's candidates for President and Vice President, and send
the letter attached to the First General Counsel's Report.

Date: 4- - ?_? Marjorie W. Emmons |

7 Secretary to the Commission
Date of Report: March 3, 1978
Received in Commission Secretary's Office: March 3, 1978, 5:59
Circulated to the Commissioners: March 6, 1978, 11:00
Method of Circulation: 24 Hour No-objection Basis
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Washington, D.C. 20463 _’9

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL 678 MUR MO,

BY OGC TO THE comMIssIoN__ MAR 3§ Bi% DATE At IVED
BY OGC_pebruary 10, 1978
STAFF ~ :

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Referred from Reports Analysis
RESPONDENT'S NAME: Bell County Democratic Club
RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.5.C. §44la(d)

11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Bell County Democratic Club

Democratic (Texas) Party
Democratic National Committee
FEDERAL RAGENCIES CHECKED: .

N/A
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

The Reports Analysis Division referred the Bell County Democratic
Club to the Office of General Counsel on February 10, 1978 (Attachment I).
Reports Analysis has questioned whether expenditures made by the Club
were permitted by 2 U.S.C. §44la(d) or 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5).

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

A review of the Bell County Democratic Club reports filed with the
Commission indicate that the Club made $1318.50 in expenditures between
October 29, 1976 and November 29, 1976, a majority of which furthered
the general election campaigns of the Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates of the Democratic Party (Attachment II).

11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5) states that "Any expenditure by a ..
county committee of a political party.. that furthers the general
election campaign of that party's candidates for President and Vice
President shall not constitute the making of a contribution or
expenditure to a Federal candidate as long as the expenditures do not
exceed $1000 per such committee."™ There is no provision in the Act or
the Regulations permitting a county committee of a political party
to expend over $1000 to further the general election of a Party's
candidates for President and Vice President unless they are designated
agents of the national committee as provided for in 11 C.F.R. §110.7
(a) (4]. The Bell County Democratic Club was not a designated agent
of the Democratic National Committee in 1976.
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Find reason to believe that the Bell County n—omu ﬁm
‘wiolated 11 C.F.R. §110.7(b) (5) by making expenditures
of $1000 to further the general election of the Democrati: .-I‘lr.'t:r'l
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

RS b STRELT %W
WASHPCTON 10 Ndh

February 10, 1978
TO: WILLIAM OLDAEKER, 0GC
ATTN: RANDALL JOHNSON ’
THROUGH : ORLANDO B. ”
LOIS ZELLA .
FROM: IRENE ALLEN 1514*‘ |
SUBJECT: BELL COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CLUB, TEXAS-POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS

-

During the review of a report submitted by the Bell County Democratic
Club, a problem surfaced which will require a clarification from

the Office of General Counsel before it can be resolved. We should
appreciate your consideration of the matter set forth herein, and
your advice as to the method by which this problem should be

handled.

Reporting History of Committee

1. Committee filed a new Statement of Organization on 10/29/76.
This document stated that the committee was a county(Bell) cormittee
of the Democratic(Texas) Party. The document listed no affiliation.

2., Committee filed, on State forms, a Report of Receipts and
Expenditures on 8/22/77. This report was filed in response to
a non-filer mailgram for the July 10 Quarterly Report. The report
covered 10/24/76-11/27/76, and it provided little information.

3. Dorothy Riley spoke with treasurer of the committee on

8/25/77, requesting a report for such periods as necessary., to
be filed on FEC Form 3.

4. Committee filed on 11/18/77 a copy of the criginal Statement
of Organization which had been filed on 10/29/76.(Copy attached)

5. Committee filed on 11/18/77 a Report of Receipts and Expenditures
on FEC Form 3, which covered the following periods. (Copy attached)
"Sept. 24-Oct. 23"
"Oct. 24-Nov. 27"
"Nov. 28-Present"

ok
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" Dell’County Democratic Club, Texll-?ollibln.vinlatinnl

- From the information presented in this latter Report, it appears that

the committee made expenditures, apparently not in excess of § ,000,
for ncwspaper advertisements which furthered the general electien
campaigns of only the Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates
of the party. Further, it appears that the committee made these
expenditures under the assumption that it was making independent
expenditures in connection with the general election campaign of the
party's candidates for President and Vice-President. There has been
no indication to date that the committee made such expenditures as

the designated agent of the national committee of the political party.

The Act and the FEC Requlations

The Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, and the FEC Regulations
appear to permit expenditures by a county committee of a political
party, in connection with the general election campaign of a
Presidential candicdate only under the following conditions.

1. The national committee of the political party designates the
county comm.tcee as agent to make such expenditures under the
provisions of 2 U.S.C. 44la(d); or =
2. The county committee makes such expenditunres, the primary purvoses
of which are to further the general election campaign of that

party's nominee or nominees, that also further the general election
campaign of that party's candidates for President and Vice-President.
According to FEC Regulations § 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (5), such expenditures
shall not constitute the making of a contribution or expenditure

to a Federal candidate as long as the expenditure does not exceed
$1,000 per such committee. And such expenditures shall not count
toward the limits of Section 110.7(a), (b) (1) and (b)(2).

Further, the FEC Regulations § 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (4), states that
party committees may not make independent expenditures in connection
with the general election campaign of candidates for Federal office.

Questions

Because there does not appear to be provisions in the Act regarding
these types of expenditures, and because the FEC Regulations were
not promulgated until after the dates on which these expenditures
were made, there are several questions regarding the method by which
this matter should be handled.

Were such expenditures permitted under relevant law at the time the
expenditures were made? If yes, under what provisions? If no,
should this matter be directed to your attention for your consideration
and action, as deemed appropriate and necessary?

If such expenditures were not permitted under relevant law at the
time the expenditures wcre made, and if the matter should not, or
not yot, be directed to your attention, what clarification should
this Division request of the committee, and at what point, Lf any,
should the mattcr be directed to your attention?

continued

M- | R
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And finally, for the information of this Division, are such
expenditures permitted under the current relevant laws_and
regulations? In particular, does the FEC Regulations B110.7(»)

(2) (11) (5) apply to expenditures, the primary purposes of which
are to further the general election campaign of that party's
candidates for President and Vice-President, e.g. in this situation
in which the advertisements promoted the candidates of the party
for President and Vice-President only?

ADDENDUM (corresponding to Attachment 2)

The Cameron County Republican Executive Committee, Texas, [
to be another case in point with reference to the matters ditcu..id
above. The committee was established as a party committee, it made
expenditures in excess of $1,000 to influence the general election
campaign of its party's nominee for President, and it does not
appear to have been designated as agent by its national party to
make expenditures in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 44la(d).

We should appreciate your consideration of the matters set forth
herein, as they apply to the Cameron County Republican Executive
Committee, as well as to the Bell County Democratic Club.

1f we may be of service to you in your consideration of these
matters, please feel free to contact David U. Greevy of the
Party Team.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINCTOMN, D C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT ESTED

Mr. Alvan N. Wells, Jr., Treasurer
Bell County Democratic Club

3201 Brookbend

Killeen, Texas 76541

Re: MUR 535 A

Dear Mr. Wells:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course
of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the
Federal Election Commission has found that your committee,
Bell County Democratic Club, may have violated certain
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act™). Specifically it appears that
your committee may have violated 11 C.F.R. $§110.7(b) (5)
by making expenditures in excess of $1000 to further the
general election of the Democratic Party's candidates
for President and Vice President in 1976. We have
numbered this MUR 535 A. 5

Under the Act, you have an epportunity to demenstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
ocath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms, Susan
Donaldson, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4026.
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This matter will remain confidential in Iﬂm
with 2 U.5.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the lnviltlgnﬁihu
to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in _thil
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

| Sincerely,
|
|

William €. Oldaker
General Counsel

78040043613
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WILLIAM OLDAKER, OGC

RANDALL JOHNSON

ORLANDO B. POTTER

: LOIS ZELLA ek
FROM: IRENE ALLEN Q-A- s e

SUBJECT: BELL COUNTY nmmm t:mn Tm W?IOMTIOHE

ing the review of a report mtm&tm*_ Gounty
Club, a problem surfaced which will regquire a slarif on
the Office of General Counsel before it can be resclived. ' _lu ‘should
appreciate your consideration of the matter set forth m ‘and
your advice as to the method by which this prubiﬂ Md’ht
handled. :

Reporting History of Committee

1. Committee filed a new Statement uﬁ: Olgmi \
iig document stated that the committas
: ‘the Democratic(Texas) Party." 'I'Iﬂ_r;f:i_'

-"_-'2._ Committee filed, on State fﬁ:\:lu,
‘Expenditures on 8/22/77. This upn‘ﬂ; s f£il r !
. a non~filer mailgram for the July 10. Qﬁu#.‘l:l:ly 2l
“covered 10/24/76-11/27/76, and it provided Httllr information.

3. Dorothy Riley spoke with treasurer of tho mittun on
* 8/25/77, requesting a report for such pltrtnd.ll as nﬂmlla.ry, to
be filed on FEC Form 3.

. /@ Committee filed on 11/18/77 a copy of the orig Eﬂtmt
{-:._ac Organization which had been filed on 1&;’2!}‘1"

. 5, Committeé filed on 11/18/77 a Ilﬂ.lort t}! mt.’: mituul”
'~ on FEC Form 3, which covered t;la following pirioﬁ { lﬁw
i "Sept. 24-Oct. 23" : P
"Oct. 24-Nov. 27"
"Nov. 2B8-Present"”
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william Oldaker q
Bell County Democratic Club, Texas-Possible viola®™ons

From the information presented in this latter Report, it appears that
the committee made expenditures, apparently not in excess of $1,000,
for newspaper advertisements which furthered the general election
campaigns of only the Presidential and Vice-Presidential c

of the party. Further, it appears that the committee made these
expenditures under the assumption that it was making independent
expenditures in connection with the general election campaign of the
party's candidates for President and Vice-President. There has been
no indication to date that the committee made such expenditures as
the designated agent of the national committee of the political party.

The Act and the FEC Regqulations

The Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, and the FEC Regulations
appear to permit expenditures by a county committee of a political
party, in connection with the general election campaign of a
Presidential candidate only under the following conditions.

1. The national committee of the political party designates the
county committee as agent to make such expenditures under the
provisions of 2 U.S5.C. 44la(d); or

2. The county committee makes such expenditures, the primary purposes
of which are to further the general election campaign of that

party's nominee or nominees, that also further the general electien
campaign of that party's candidates for President and Vice-President.
According to FEC Regulations 8§ 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (5), such expenditures
shall not constitute the making of a contribution or expenditure

to a Federal candidate as long as the expenditure does not exceed
$1,000 per such committee. And such expenditures shall not count
toward the limits of Section 110.7(a), (b) (1) and (b)(2).

Further, the FEC Regulations & 110.7(b) (2) (ii) (4), states that
party committees may not make independent expenditures in
with the general election campaign of candidates for Federal office.

ggestions

Because there does not appear to be provisions in the Act regarding
these types of expenditures, and because the FEC Regulations were
not promulgated until after the dates on which these expenditures
were made, there are several questions regarding the method by which
this matter should be handled.

Were such expenditures permitted under relevant law at the time the
expenditures were made? If yes, under what provisions? If no,

should this matter be directed to your attention for your consideration
and action, as deemed appropriate and necessary?

If such expenditures were not permitted under relevant law at the
time the expenditures were made, and if the matter should not, or
not yet, be directed to your attention, what clarification should
this Divislan request of the committee, and at what point, if any, *
should the matter be directed to your attention?
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William Oldaker g Q
Bell County Democratic Club, Texas-Possible olations

And finally, for the information of this Division, are such
expenditures permitted under the current relevant laws and
regulations? In particular, does the FEC Regulations §110.7(

(2) (4i) (5) apply to expenditures, the primary purposes of wh

are to further the general election campaign of that party's
candidates for President and Vice-President, e.g. in this situation
in which the advertisements promoted the candidates of the party
for President and Vice-President only?

ADDENDUM (corresponding to Attachment 2)

The Cameron County Republican Executive Committee, Texas,

to be another case in point with reference to the matters discussed
above. The committee was established as a party committee, it made
expenditures in excess of $1,000 to influence the general election
campaign of its party's nominee for President, and it does not
appear to have been designated as agent by its national party to
make expenditures in accordance with 2 U.S5.C. 44la(d).

We should appreciate your consideration of the matters set forth
herein, as they apply to the Cameron County Republican Executive
Committee, as well as to the Bell County Democratic Club.

If we may be of service to you in your consideration of these
matters, please feel free to contact David U. Greevy of the
Party Team.
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_ Contritutor's and their Occupations for the 1978
.  Presidential Election

1. Bill Courtoey, P. O. Box #844, Temple, Texas - $70.00 - Attorney

2. Winston L. Liles, 3320 Thornton Lane, #B-2, Temple - $50.00 - Retired v
3. Wythel K. Mayborn, 603 W. Shell Ave., Temple - $250.00 - Retired
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; . with our couniry that
| strong, competent and
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compassionate leadership
can't change.
: ' Asmverica s at the brink of a new ooportunity. Even
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There is a critwa doumion Lw be mode
on Movember 2nd. It poes far beyond
the {ion of which Presidential
c.munn nwilth integrity
and honesty. We mus! determine
which candidate has the ability and
strength to lead our country out of
gconomic chaos, and the vision to
see that all Americans—not just the
and influential —have a
Dl.ri\qmul‘: he mid-
1 st two years. the m
die class :g&# far !u?u dear a price
for & President lacking that ability.
Since Gerald Ford took ofice, the
unerm rate has risen 50",
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This morning at 11:30 306 E. Central. Belton

Speeches by: Attorney Genera!—John H:!I
Democratic Chairman-Calvin Guest of Bryan
Poage Campaign Coordinator- Jamie Clements of Tamplel

Bentsen Campaign Coordinator -Ted Connell of Killeen

" Free Peanuts and other Refreshments-
Paid for and Authorized by Bell County Democratic Club, Alvan Wells, Treasurer.
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; Mr. Orlando B. Potter R &P—‘E
' Staff Director . ggg
f Federal Election Commission ~ =
| 1325 K Street N.W. s =
Washington, D.C. 20463 =
Re: Cameron County Republican Executive
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Committee
Termination Report

Dear Mr. Potter:

This letter is in respond to your letter of October T, 1977, concerning
the termination report filed by the Cameron County Republican Executive
Committee for 1976.

OQur organization tried in every way to comply with the Federal Election
laws and we appreciate your assistance in this matter,

I vill answer the questions raised by you in the order that they appeared
in your letter. First, the coverage dates were omitted im error. The report
covered the period from January 1, 1976 through December 31, 1976.

Item 10, section A, page 1, FEC form 3 was incorrectly reported due to a
typographical error. The correct amount of cash on hand at close of the
reporting period was $1,943.68. Correcting this item will make the other items
on the schedule balance.

The $920.38 balance on hand at the beginning of the reporting period was
receivec by the Cameron County Executive Committee as contributions from
individuals. The following list indicates the dates, amounts and individuals
contributing to the Republic Executive Committee,
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* lwr.or Cash on Hand at January 1, .'6

We have corrected the reporting of the expense for the contribution in kind
behalf of Gerald Ford and you will find attached a schdule "E" itemizing these

amounts.

We are having difficulty in determining how to properly report the items
questioned in your letter of November 17, 1977. The Harlingen Republican Womens
Club has consistently over the years raised money and contributed it to the
Cameron County Republican Executive Committee, These funds are generally used
for the operation of the Republican Executive Committee. They go for such
expenditures as post office box rent, postage, stationary, voter registration
drives, expenses of sending the county chairman to seminars on the Federal
Election laws and other such operating expenses. It is our understanding that
the Harlingen Republican Womens Club did mot give funds to any candidate for
federal office in excess of $1,000.00. This being true, we were of the opinion
that the Harlingen Republican Womens Club would not have to file as a political
committee.

I am using this opportunity to also answer your letter to the Harlingen
Republican Womens Club dated November 17, 1977. We would sincerely appreciate
any assistance that you might give in how we can handle this matter.

Sincerely,

gt (e

Frank 5. Hardin
P. 0. Box 1469
Harlingen, Texas 78550

FSH/yd

ce: Bill Perrin, County Chairman
Beverly Barnett, Treasurer

12-12-75 contribution by Mr, George Godfrey, Rt. 1, Harlingen, Tx. $ 25.00
5-22-T5 " "~ Mrs, Leo Moses, P.0., Box 162, Harlingen, Tx. 100.00
6-10-T5 - " Mrs. Eva Carter, 1201Ferguson, Harlingen,Tx. 100.00
2=1=T5 . " Mr. Archie McCaskill , P,0, Box 725, Browmsville, Tx. L0.00
10-18-Th ™ " Mr. T.R. Jones, 510 East Harrison, Harlingem, Tx. 55.95
10-18-T4 o " Mrs, Marjorie B, Dierlam, 108 Cowan Ter.,
Brownsville, Tx. 15.00
10-15=Th " " Mrs. Walter Coats, 1501 E. Crockett, Harlingen, Tx. 15,00
9-6-T5 . " Mr. Donald C, Osborn, 1610 Revere Lane,
Harlingen, Tx. 35.00
T=19-Th " " Mr. William A. Robinson, 1Lk Lindale, Brownsville, Tx. 26.00
T-29-Th » " Mr. Idris Traylor, P.0. Box 1493, Harlingem, Tx. 218.30
+ T=2-7k % " Mrs. Murray Godfrey, Rt. 1, Harlingen, Tx. 20.00
T-3-Th . " Mrs. Joyce Cramer, Rt, 2, Harlingen, Tx. 5.00
6-3-Th i " Mrs, George Lipe, 1734 Honeydale, Brownsville, Tx. 5k .00
S5-1-Th - " Cash by San Benito Republican 16.65
3-6-Th Filing Fee Walter V, Terry, 1817 E. Harrison, Harlingen,Tx. 100.00
3-6-Th - " Mr. D.L. Hemphill, 175 Robins Lane, Browmsville, Tx._ 200.00
1,025.90
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET MWL
VASHINCTON.D.C. 20463 .
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