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In the Matter of )
)

Western Pennsylvania Harris)
for President Committee )
Jerry Lebovitz )

CERTTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Cammission, do hereby certify that on August 2, 1978, the Cammission
determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recaommendation of the
General Counsel to take the following actions in the above-captioned
matter:

1. Find probable cause to believe that the Western

Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee violated
2 U.S.C. §434(b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act
and file a civil action for relief.

Find probable cause to believe that Jerry Lebovitz
violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A), and authorize the
filing of a civil action for relief.

Camissioner Tiernan was not present at the time of the vote

in this matter.

g /3 z’;zg

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission




é ' @  EXECUTIVE sEssion
‘ ! August 2, 1978

BEFORE THE FEDERAL BLECTION COMMISSION
July 21, 1978 {
In the Matter of
Western Pennsylvania Harris for

President Committee
Jerry Lebovitz

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

o :
On May 3, 1978, the Commission found reasonable cause to

believe that the Western Pennsylvania Harris for President
Committee ("the f i A:;;ommlttéd%i violation of 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(b), and KM ifebovitz e‘ﬁmitted a v1olation of

v
R
g

2 U.S.C. § 44 ;Ffv(l)(AJ &i#e factsutupportlng these findings
were set for ; &ﬁ our Aprﬁh%28, 1978._General Counsel's Report.
On May ;1”1978, theéﬁfflce of Eﬁe General Counsel was
contacted by ﬂ%‘ Lebov;tziby telephéPe, and he -advised us that
a counter profbsal for co ¢111atlonfwou1d be forthcoming.
However, by letter dated [une 9, 19#8 Mr. Lebovitz stated
that he would not sign tﬁpﬂproposel Conciliation Agreement
because he "did not violg;te any eﬁction law.” Considering
this unwillingness to conciliate, we think it is now appropriate
for the Commission to make a finding of probable cause to
believe and authorize a civil suit against Mr. Jerry Lebovitz.
As of this date, we have had no response from the
Committee to our efforts for resolving this matter by conciliation.

Inasmuch as the co-chairman of the Committee is the wife of

respondent Lebovitz, and is in all likelihood aware of her
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husband's unwillingness to enter into conciliation, we think

the Committee's silence implies an unwillingness to conciliate.

Thus, it is appropriate for the Commission to make a finding
of probable cause to believe and authorize a civil suit
against the Committee. Should respondents indicate any
subsequent willingness to sign an agreement that might be
acceptable, we will advise the Commission.
RECOMMENDATION

Find probable cause to believe that the Western Pennsylvania
Harris for President Committee violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b) of
the Federal Election Campaign Act and that Jerry Lebovitz
violated 2 U.S.C. § 44la(a) (1) (A), and authorize the filing

of civil actions.

Willi . Oldaker
General Couns
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Ms. Anne A. Weissenborn June 9, 1978
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Ms. Weissenborn:

As far as I am concerned, I do not choose to sign the Concil-
» iation Agreement nor do I choose to pay the $100.00 fine.

First of all, I d4id not sign the original Letter of Credit and
it was only towards the end of the campaign that I was asked to do
so. But that is not the point. The fact is that however you call
it, or look at it, none of my money went to the Harris for President
Campaign out of that Letter of Credit. Therefore, I do not call that
a donation in any way, shape, or form.

I feel that your opinion is wrong, and again I state that none
of my money was ever paid to Bell Of Pennsylvania. I did not violate
any election law since the money for the telephone company came from
the Harris Committee.

Sincerely yours,
Jerry Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road

Pittsburgh,Pennsylvania
15217
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

+ A 8.
= May 31, 1978
MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE u) D

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 498 - Interim Status Report dated 5-23-78
Signed: 5-26-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 5-26-78

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 1:39 p.m., May 30, 1978.

There were no objections to the Interim Status Report.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION'

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

 DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL_/,'Zp May 30, 1978

Comm{ .f.sioner_i_aaj_(L

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: /.37 MAY 31, 1978

MUR No-. 498 - Interim Status Renort dated 5-23-78

( ) I object to the recommendation in the attached report.

cmiErs, a0 P»"-»—WQ% AR %«c

Ly
pate_D - 2D 1T Signature___ 79 \9—

OBJECTIONS, SIGNED AND DATED, MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COMMISSION
SECRETARY'S OFFICE NO LATER THAN THE DATE AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE OR
THE MATTER WILL BE ODEEMED APPROVED. PLEASE RETURN ALL PAPERS TO
THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION.

80 :cq OcAvw gy







BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

MAY 23, 1978

In the Matter of

Western Pennsylvania MUR 498
Harris for President

Committee and Mr. Jerry

Lebovitz

INTERIM STATUS REPORT

On May 3, 1978, the Commission found reasonable cause
to believe that the Western Pennsylvania for Harris Committee
("the Committee"”) has violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b) by failing to
report a contribution-in-kind made by Mr. Jerry Lebovitz. This
contribution consisted of a letter of credit issued to the Bell
Telephone Company of Pennsylvania on behalf of the Committee
in the sum of $2,900. The Commission also found reasonable
cause to believe that Mr. Lebovitz has violated 2 U.S.C. § 441la
(a) (1) (A) in making this contribution-in-kind. Conciliation
agreements for both the Committee and Mr. Lebovitz were approved
and sent, together with appropriate letters.

On May 17, 1978, the Office of General Counsel was
contacted by Mr. Lebovitz by telephone. He initially objected
to the imposition of any fine, but later agreed to send a
written response to the conciliation agreement, setting forth
terms he would accept. This response has not yet been received,

nor has a response from the Committee.

Lo Muy Y ]
Date " Wifliam €."0Oldaker (,‘Uw
General Counsel




‘ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

May 11, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz

Chairperson =

Western Pennsylvania Harris
for President Committee

6725 Forest Glen Road

Pittsburg, PA 15217

Re: MUR 498
Dear Ms. Lebovitz:

On May 3, 1978, the Federal Election Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee violated
2 U.S.C. §434(b) by failing to report a contribution-
in-kind in the amount of $2900 received from Mr. Jerry
Lebovtiz.

Please be advised that the Commission is under a
duty to make every endeavor for a period of not less
than 30 days to correct such a violation by informal
methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion and
to enter into a conciliation agreement. 2 U.S.C. §437g
(a) (5) (A). If we are unable to reach agreement during
that period, the Commission may, upon a finding of
probable cause to believe a violation has occurred,
institute civil suit. 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B).

Enclosed please find a conciliation agreement which
this Office is prepared to recommend to the Commission in
settlement of this matter. If you agree with the provisions
of this agreement, please sign it and return it to the
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

)

)

Western Pennsylvania Harris ) MUR 498
for President Committee )

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Commission in
the ordinary course of carrying out its supervisory responsi-
bilities, and, after an investigation, the Commission having
found reasonable cause to believe that the Western Pennsyl-
vania Harris for President Committee (hereinafter "Respondent")
violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b);

WHEREFORE, the Commission and Respondent, having duly
entered into conciliation as prdvided for in 2 U.S.C. §437(a)
(5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction over
the Respondent and the subject matter in this case.

II. Respondent has had a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.
III. Respondent enters voluntarily into this agreement
with the Commission.
IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
A. During the autumn of 1975 Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
authorized the Mellon Bank, N. A., Pitt Office,

to issue a letter of credit permitting the Bell




e

Telephone Company of Pennsylvania to draw
upon his account on behalf of the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee.

This letter of credit was for any sum not

exceeding $2900.

WHEREFORE, Respondent agrees:

A'

This letter of credit constituted a contribution-
in-kind to the Respondent between the time it

was issued and the date of its expiration,
September 17, 1976.

The Respondent failed to report this contribution
in violation of 2 U.S.C. §434(b).

The Respondent will amend its reports to

reflect this contribution.

The Respondent will picy a civil penalty in the
amount of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B).

GENERAL CONDITIONS

A.

That the Federal Election Commission retain
jurisdiction over this matter for three (3)
years subsequent to the general election of
November 2, 1976, to assure compliance with
the Act. 1If the'Commission believes that this
Agreement or any requirement thereof has been

violated, it may institute a civil action for
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relief in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

It is further agreed that this Conciliation
Agreement is entered into in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (A) and that this

agreement shall constitute a complete bar

to any further action by the Commission with

regard to the matter set forth in this
Agreement.

It is mutually agreed that this Agreement will
become effective on the date that all parties
hereto have executed the same and the Commission

has approved the entire Agreement.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

Judith Lebovitz

On Behalf of the

Western Pennsylvania
Harris for President
Committee




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

May 11, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Dear Mr. Lebovitz:

On May 3, 1978, the Federal Election Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that you violated
2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A) by making an excessive contribu-
tion to the Western Pennsylvania Harris for President
Committee. This contribution took the form of a letter
of credit in the amount of $2900.

Please be advised that the Commission has a duty to
make every endeavor for a period of not less than 30 days
to correct such a violation by informal methods of
conference, conciliation and persuasion and to enter into
a conciliation agreement. 2 .U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (A). If
we are unable to reach agreement during that period, the
Commission may, upon a finding of probable cause to
believe a violation has occurred, institute civil suit.

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B).

Enclosed please find a conciliation agreement which
this Office is prepared to recommend to the Commission in
settlement of this matter. If you agree with the provisions
of this agreement, please sign it and return it to the
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Commission within ten days of your receipt of this letter.
If not, please contact Anne A. Weissenborn at 202-~523-
4039 to discuss your objections to this agreement.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure










BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Mr. Jerry Lebovitz MUR 498

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Commission in
the ordinary course of carrying out its supervisory respon-
sibilities, and, after an investigation, the Commission having
found reasonable cause to believe that Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
(hereinafter "Respondent”) violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A);

WHEREFORE, the Commission and Respondent, having duly
entered into conciliation as provided for in 2 U.S.C. §437(a)
(5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over the Respondent and the subject matter in this case.

TT Respondeqt has had a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.
III. The Respondent enters voluntarily into this agreement
with the Commission.
IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
A. During the autumn of 1975,Respondent authorized
the Mellon Bank, N. A., Pitt Office, to issue a
letter of credit permitting the Bell Telephone
Company of Pennsylvania to draw upon Account No.

008-26051 held in the name of Respondent on
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behalf of the Western Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee.

This letter of credit was for any

sum not exceeding $2900.

The letter of credit expired on September

17, 1976.

WHEREFORE, Respondent agrees:

A. The letter of credit constituted a

contribution-in-kind to the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President

Committee between the time it was issued
and its expiration date.

A contribution in the sum of $2900 from

an individual is in violation of

2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (Ar).

That Respondent will pay a civil penalty

in the amount of Cae Hundred (3100) Dollars
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B) .

V. General Conditions

A. That the Federal Election Commission retain
jurisdiction over this matter for three (3) years subsequent
to the general election November 2, 1976, to assure compliance
with the Act. If the Commission believes that this Agreement
or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute

a civil action for relief in the United States District Court




L= i

for the District of Columbia.

B. It is further agreed that this Conciliation
Agreement is entered into in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §437g
(a) (5) (A), and that this Agreement shall constitute a complete
bar to any further action by the Commission with regard to
the matter set forth in this Agreement.

C. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement will
become effective on the date that all parties hereto have

executed the same and the Commission has approved the entire

Agreement.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

Jerry Lebovitz




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

May 11, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Dear Ms. Lebovitz:

On May 3, 1978, the Federal Election Commission
decided that no further action should be taken relating
to your apparent violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. Although your deposit
of campaign funds into your personal checking account
constituted a violation of 2 U.S.C. §432(b) and your use
of that account to pay expenses incurred by the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee constituted
a violation of 2 U.S.C. §437b(a) the Commission has found
mitigating circumstances to have existed at the time
these actions were taken. The file is now closed in
this regard.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the
General Counsel's Report in MUR 498 and a copy of the
certification of the Commission's determination.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne A.
Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to this matter, at

(202) 523-4039.

wWilliam C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures







BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Western Pennsylvania Harris MUR 498

for President Committee

)
)
)
)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on May 3, 1978, the Commission
determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation of the
General Counsel to take the following actions in the above-captioned
matter:

1. Find reasonable cause to believe that the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee violated
2 U.S.C. Section 434(b) by failing to report a
contribution-in-kind made by Mr. Jerry Lebovitz, and
send the conciliation agreement and letter attached
to the General Counsel's Report signed April 28, 1978.

Find reasonable cause to believe that Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
violated 2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a)(1)(A) by having made a
contribution-in-kind to the Committee in excess of

$1,000 per election, and send the conciliation agreement
and letter attached to the General Counsel's Report signed
April 28, 1978.

Take no further action as to the deposit by Ms. Judith
Lebovitz of Committee funds into her personal checking
account and the use of that account to make a campaign
expenditure for the Coomittee. Although these actions
constitute a coomingling of campaign and personal funds
and the use of a non-designated account for payment of
campaign expenses in violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 432(b)
and Section 437b(a), we believe that mitigating
circumstances existed at the time the violations occurred
which would excuse her actions. Send letter attached to
the General Counsel's Report signed April 28, 1978.

ij Marjorie W. Emmons

Date: May 5, 1978 Secretary to the Commission




([ @ :Execurive sessiow
MRY 3} 1978

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
April 12, 1978

In the Matter of )
) MUR 498

Western Pennsylvania Harris)

for President Committee )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

1. Summary of allegations and Commission action

During its review of the records of the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee ("the Committee"),
the Audit Division discovered that in the fall of 1975, Mr. Jerry
Lebovitz had authorized the Mellon Bank, N. A., Pitt Office,
to issue a letter of credit permitting the Bell Telephone
Company of Pennsylvania to draw upon Account No. 008-26051

on behalf of the Committee for any sum not in excess of

$2900. The amount of this letter of credit placed Mr. Lebovifz

in apparent violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A). The letter
of credit which expired on September 17, 1976, was never
reported by the Committee as either a contribution-in-kind
or a loan.

The Audit Division's investigation also revealed that
on June 8, 1976, Ms. Judith Lebovitz, Committee chairperson,
wrote a check for $2837.56 on her personal account with the
Commercial Bank and Trust Company of Pittsburgh to Bell of
Pennsylvania on behalf of the Committee. We viewed this
payment as representing an apparent contribution-in-kind or

a loan to the Committee in excess of $1000 per election,

placing Ms. Lebovitz in violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (7).




On June 8 she also deposited into her account two checks from
the national Harris for President Committee in the sums of
$2018.32 and $819.24 for a total of $2837.56. These checks
had been made payable to Jerry Lebovitz and were reported as
expenditures for telephone costs by the national committee.
On February 23, 1978, the Commission found reason to
believe that the Western Pennsylvania Harris for President
Committee had violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b) by failing to report
contributions in excess of $1000 per election from Jerry
Lebovitz and Judith Lebovitz. The Commission also found
reason to believe that Jerry and Judith Lebovitz had each

violated 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A).

Evidence

Letters were sent to Jerry Lebovitz, Judith Lebovitz and
the Treasurer of the Committee. The letter to the Treasurer
was returned as undeliverable. Subsequent investigation
revealed that the Treasurer had moved away from Pennsylvania,
and a second letter concerning the Committee's apparent
violations was mailed to Ms. Lebovitz in her capacity as
chairperson.

Notarized written responses have been received from
Jerry and Judith Lebovitz as to their personal involvements
in this matter. Mr. Lebovitz states that "(i)n order for
phone service not to be discontinued, I signed a letter of
credit with Bell of Pennsylvania through Mellon National Bank.

The amount of credit was cleared and approved by the lawyers
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of Sen. Harris' national campaign staff". Ms. Lebovitz

writes that a check for the amount of $2837.56 was drawn on
her personal account because the official campaign checks had
been confiscated by the Webster Hall Hotel of Pittsburgh

when out-of-town campaign workers staying there left town
without paying their final bill. "At that time the hotel
padlocked the headquarters and nothing was allowed to be
removed until payment had been received." Ms. Lebovitz

goes on to state that during that same period she received the
two checks from the national Harris Committee totaling $2837.56
intended for payment to Bell Telephone of Pennsylvania.
Because she did not have access to the campaign checkbook,

she deposited the checks into her account and wrote a personal
check to the telephone company.

The above statement furnished by Mr. Lebovitz indicates
that he did in fact furnish the Committee with a letter of
credit in the sum of $2900. Therefore, we recommend a finding
of reasonable cause to believe that he is in violation of
Section 44la(a) (1) (A). Because the Committee failed to report
this contribution-in-kind, we also recommend a finding of
reasonable cause to believe that the Committee violated Section
434(b). Conciliation should include an amendment by the

committee of its reports to reflect the contribution in question.




Oon the other hand, given Ms. Lebovitz's explanation of the
circumstances surrounding her use of her personal account to
make a Committee expenditure, we believe that no further action
should be taken in this regard. Ms. Lebovitz's statement shows
that while she did not make an excessive contribution-in-kind
or loan to the Committee she did in fact commingle campaign
funds with personal funds and use a non-designated account to
make a campaign expenditure, such actions representing viola-
tions of 2 U.S.C. §§432(b) and 437b(a). In addition, no

explanation has been provided as to why Mr. Lebovitz, to

whom the national committee made its checks payable, did not

: simply endorse the checks over to the telephone company.

However, the explanation offered as to why the Committee's
- account could not be used seems to mitigate the placement by
Ms. Lebovitz of Committee funds in her own account and her use
of that account to pay Committee bills. Therefore, we
recommend that no further action be taken as to this aspect
of the MUR.

Because Ms. Lebovitz' use of her account did not constitute
a contribution to the Committee, since she was in essence drawing
on funds she had been advanced by the Harris Committee, there no
longer exists the possibility of a violation by the Committee

of Section §434(b) as regards that activity.




Recommendations

1. Find reasonable cause to believe that the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee violated 2 U.S.C.
§434(b) by failing to report a contribution-in-kind made by
?r. Jerry Lebovitz. Send attached conciliation agreement and

etters

2. Find reasonable cause to believe that Mr. Jerry
Lebovitz violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) by having made a
contribution-in~-kind to the Committee in excess of $1000 per
election. Send attached conciliation agreement and letter.

3. Take no further action as to the deposit by Ms. Judith
Lebovitz of Committee funds into her personal checking account
and the use of that account to make a campaign expenditure
for the Committee. Although these actions constitute a
commingling of campaign and personal funds and the use of a
non-designated account for payment of campaign expenses in
violation of 2 U.S.C. §432(b) and §437b(a), we believe that
mitigating circumstances existed at the time the violations
occurred which would excuse her actions. Send attached letter.

/Aﬁ/ﬁ _/a/La///éz/




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Re: MUR 498
Dear Ms. Lebovitz,

On April , 1978, the Federal Election Commission
decided that no further action should be taken relating
to your apparent violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. Although your deposit
of campaign funds into your personal checking account
constituted a violation of 2 U.S.C. §432(b) and your use
of that account to pay expenses incurred by the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee constituted
a violation of 2 U.S.C. §437b(a) the Commission has found
mitigatirg circumstances to have existed at the time
these actions were taken. The file is now closed in
this regard.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the
General Counsel's Report in MUR 498 and a copy of the
certification of the Commission's determination.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne A.
Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4039.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 15217

Re: MUR 498
Dear Mr. Lebovitz:

On April , 1978, the Federal Election Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that you violated
2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) by making an excessive contribu-
tion to the Western Pennsylvania Harris for President
Committee. This contribution took the form of a letter
of credit in the amount of $2900. ;

Please be advised that the Commission has a duty to
make every endeavor for a period of not less than 30 days
to correct such a violation by informal methods of
conference, conciliation and persuasion and to enter into
a conciliation agreement. 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (A). If
we are unable to reach agreement during that period, the
Commission may, upon a finding of probable cause to
believe a violation has occurred, institute civil suit.

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B) .

Enclosed please find a conciliation agreement which
this Office is prepared to recommend to the Commission in
settlement of this matter. If you agree with the provisions
of this agreement, please sign it and return it to the
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Commigssion within ten days of your receipt of this letter.
If not, please contact Anne A. Weissenborn at 202-523-
4039 to discuss your objections to this agreement.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz

Chairperson

Western Pennsylvania Harris
for President Committee

6725 Forest Glen Road

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 15217

Re: MUR 498
Dear Ms. Lebovitz:

On April , 1978, the Federal Election Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee violated
2 U.S.C. §434(b) by failing to report a contribution-
in-kind in the amount of $2900 received from Mr. Jerry
Lebovitz.

»

Please be advised that the Commission is under a
duty to make every endeavor for a period of not less than
30 days to correct such a violation by informal methods
of conference, conciliation and persuasion and to enter
into a conciliation agreement. 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (A).
If we are unable to reach agreement during that period,
the Commission may, upon a finding of probable cause to
believe a violation has occurred, institute civil suit.

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B).

Enclosed please find a conciliation agreement which
this Office is prepared to recommend to the Commission in
settlement of this matter. If you agree with the provisions
of this agreement, please sign it and return it to the

O\BTIO
ch o 'S




Commission within ten days of your receipt of this letter.
If not, please contact Anne A. Weissenborn at (202)
523-4039 to discuss your objections to the agreement.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
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: diﬂ not-at anv tilﬂ*hﬁkn either a eontribntion—in-kind
or a Ichn to the Pennsylvamia Harris for President Commit

in excess of $1000. oo. A check for the amount of $2857.56 was
drawn on my personal account because the official campaign checks
had been confiscated by the Webster Hall Hotel, Pittsburgh, Penna.
The hotel had been used as campalgn headquarters and also rooms

had been rented to accommodate out of town campaign workers.

When Senator Harris ended his Presidential campaign, the out

of towners left abruptly and without making final payment to

the hotel. At that time, the hotel padlocked the headquarters

and nothing was allowed to be removed until payment had been
received. During that time, the national Harris for President
Committee had issued to me two(2) checks for the amount of $2857.56
to be payed to Bell Telephone of Pennsylvania. Since I did not
have access,at that time, to the campaign cheekhook, I deposited
those checks in my account and wrote a personal check to Bell of
Pennsylvania for the amount of $2857.56.

If any laws were violated by me in accordance with the
Federal Election Commission, it was done out of ignorance and
not with the intent to break the law.

All of the records and cancelled checks concerning this matter
were turned over to your office during the audit of the Pennsylvania
Harris for President Qg;n;ttce in the spring of 1977.

7 o pib 0 28 Foaiary alng” Sincerely,
LAWRENCE U #4CLNTOCK, mug Putie RO i
Patsniean, Ajegheny Co " i\ | ] ’(
My Comn?m. an Eeperes March 15, 1988 L LR Y AN o) : 4 _e‘ba‘///a

Judith K. Lebovitz
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*f to nur “90-~Utot¢rn Pbun-ylvanln unrris for
| - W,yggyt no lcqul action ahonld

1) In OQtohor.‘1975'¥hd for!nr troanurcr of -the annnylvanin
Harris for President Committee, Jerome Davis, signed a letter
of credit with Bell of annsg lvania through Pittsburgh National
Bank for the amount of $600

2) In March, 1976 Mr. Davis was replaced as treasurer by
Timothy Cooper,Esq. At the same time Mr. Davis cancelled his
letter of credit with Bell of Pennsylvania.

3) In ordor for phone service not to be discontinued, I signed
a letter of credit with Bell of Pennsylvania through Mellon
National Bank. The amount of credit was cleared and approved
by the lawyers of Sen. Harris? national campaign staff.

If any laws were violated by me inzsccordance with the
Federal Eleetion Commission, it was done out ofiignorance and
not with the intent to break the law.

All of the records concerning this matter were turned over
to your office during the audit of the Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee in the spring of 1977.

LAWRENGCE €. McCHLINTOCK, Notary Pubfic
Pittabucn, Alogheny Lo, PA
My Commasean Expires March 15, 1980




Mr. Jerry Lebovite
6725 Forest Glen Road

Pittstargh, Pennsylvania
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Ms. Anne A. Weissenborn
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D:C. 20463

March 24, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE wé
FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMoNs YT
SUBJECT: MUR 498 (78) - Interim Status Report 3-20-78

Signed by General Counsel 3-21-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary 3-22-78, 3:34
The above-mentioned document was circulated to the
Commissioners on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 10:00 a.m.,
March 23, 1978.

As of 12:00, this date, no objection have been received

in the Office of Commission Secretary to the Interim Status

Repprt.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
March 20, 1978

In the Matter of
Western Pennsylvania

Harris for President Committee

INTERIM STATUS REPORT

The audit report and additional evidence provided
by the Audit Division concerning the Western Pennsylvania
OHarris for President Committee revealed that the Committee
Yhad apparently received from Mr. Jerry Lebovitz a letter of

mn
credit for any amount not exceeding $2,900. A contribution
F\!

;}n this amount would represent a violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la

_f(a) (1) (A) on the part of Mr. Lebovitz. The Committee never

~reported this contribution in apparent violation of 2

“JU.S.C. §434(b).

= The auditors also found that Ms. Judith Lebovitz

ghrote a check on her personal account payable to Bell of

'jbennsylvania in the sum of $2,857.56 on behalf of the
Committee. That same day, June 8, 1978, she deposited into
that account two checks from the national Harris for Presi-
dent Committee which also totaled $2,857.56. Ms. Lebovitz's
payment of the Committee's telephone bill by means of her

personal account represents a possible contribution-in-




kind or a loan to the COmmittee in vlélation of 2 U.E c.ﬁe‘}ffo

s44la(q$(1)(AJ 'The*Committee did not. report this oon*3ﬁe?3:
tribution in . apparent violation of 2 0. §.C. 434(b): .
“on Fehruary 23, 1978, the Commission found zeaaon

to believe that the above violations had taken place. fﬁ:J

Letters were sent to the Committee 8 treasurer, to. Mx. Jerry‘

Lebovitz and to Ms. Judith Lebovitz. A telephone call has’

been received from Mr. Lebovitz acknowledging receipt~of
Chis and his wife's letters. Bxs promised written response
“Yhas not been received. No response has been forthcoming
u%rom the Committee treasurer; neither the mail recelft_nor
ﬁihe letter has been returned to the Commission. Therefore,’
;jwe are in the process of sending a notification of

~Commission findings to the Committee chairperson.

o

cman,
vt

N ¢ Do o ter)

Date William C. OX¥daker
Genexal Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

i O March 17, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz, Chairperson

Western Pennsylvania for Harris Committee
6725 Forest Glen Road

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Ms. Lebovitz:

Several weeks ago we sent a letter to Mr. Timothy
Cooper, Treasurer of the Western Pennsylvania for Harris
Committee, to inform him that the Federal Election
Commission had found reason to believe that the Com-
mittee had violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended. We have received no indication
that Mr. Cooper ever received that letter, and just
today we learned that he has taken a new job in
California. We are therefore sending this notification
to you in your capacity as chairperson of the committee.

Specifically, the Commission has found reason to
believe that the Committee may have violated 2 U.S.C.
§434 (b) by failing to report as a contribution-in-kind
a $2,900 letter of credit furnished by Mr. Jerry
Lebovitz and a $2,857.56 contribution-in-kind or a
loan from yourself in the form of your payment of the
Committee's telephone bill by means of a personal check.

Under the Act the Committee has an opportunity to
demonstrate why no action should be taken against it.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you




=

believe would be relevant to the Commission's analysis
of this matter. Because the Commission is charged with
investigating such matters expeditiously, we will need
to receive the Committee's response within ten (10) days
of receipt of this notification in order to be able to
include any information you may provide in the final
report submitted to the Commission by the Office of the
General Counsel. If you have any questions, please
contact Ms. Anne A. Weissenborn, the attorney assigned
to this matter, at (202) 523-4039.

This matter will remain confidential in accord-
ance with 2 U.S.C. §437a(a)(3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public. If you intend to be represented by
counsel in this matter, please have such counsel to

notify us in writing.

William C Oldaker

> The following service is requested (check one).
s [] Show to whom and date delivered. .. ....... g
A Show to whom, date, and sddress.of delivery. . ¢

[T} -RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
&Q}mwboh.dne,mdnddmofddm.t___
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)

General Counsel

;zijours,
e //
-
|

|

E7

R1 5. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
H  REQISTERED. NO. cawmu;m:l INSURED NO.

lhvcncaveddu"

§ SIONATURE

O Addressce

e e e g g b




A A Y TE Al
@ SENDEFR Complete items | 0. anit

Add vour address in the "RETURN TO' space on
reverse .

I The following service is requested (check one).
,{] Show_to whom and date delivered
] Show. (o whom, date, and address of delivery
%RESTRI(IT! D DELIVFRY
Show to whom and date delivered .
{1 RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

13287K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

© CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
o

~

Mr. Timothy Cooper, Treasurer

Western Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee

330 -Bighamr ROad—ARE. #7

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania iig;k*

CERTIF
Y25 255 @
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WASHINGTON,DC. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL A
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Timothy Cooper, Treasurer

Western Pennsylvania Harris
for President Committee"

310 Bigham Road, Apt. #7 ..

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15211

Re: MUR 498(78)

Dear Mr. Cooper, :

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that the Western Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
Specifically, the Commission has found reason to believe
that the Committee may have violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b)
by failing to report as a contribution-in-kind a $2900
letter of credit furnished by Mr. Jerry Lebovitz to the
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania on behalf of
the Committee and by failing to report a $2857.56 loan
or contribution-in-kind from Ms. Judith Lebovitz. We
have numbered this matter MUR 498(78).

Under the Act you have an opportunity to demons-
strate that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Any statements or explanations should be made under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, any statements or
explanations which you wish to submit to the Commission
should be submitted within ten (10) days of receipt of
this notification. If you have any questions, please
contact Ms. Anne Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to
this matter, at (202) 523-4039.




william ¢.” oldaker
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

February 28, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Timothy Cooper, Treasurer
Western Pennsylvania Harris
for President Cormittee
310 Bigham Road, Apt. #7
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15211
Re: MUR 498(78)
Dear Mr. Cooper,

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that the Western Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
Specifically, the Commission has found reason to believe
that the Committee may have violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b)
by failing to report as a contribution-in-kind a $2900
letter of credit furnished by Mr. Jerry Lebovitz to the
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania on behalf of
the Committee and by failing to report a $2857.56 loan
or contribution-in-kind from Ms. Judith Lebovitz. We
have numbered this matter MUR 498(78).

Under the Act you have an opportunity to demons-
strate that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Cormission's analysis of this matter.
Any statements or explanations should be made under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate thlS
matter expeditiously. Therefore, any statements or
explanations which you wish to submit to the Commission
should be submitted within ten (10) days of receipt of
this notification. If you have any questions, please
contact Ms. Anne Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to
this matter, at (202) 523-4039.
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. 8437a(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel
in this matter, please have such counsel so notify us in
writing.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Timothy Cooper, Treasurer
Western Pennsylvania Harris
for President Committee
310 Bigham Road, Apt. #7
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15211
Re: MUR 498(78)
Dear Mr. Cooper,

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that the Western Pennsylvania Harris for
President Committee may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
Zoccifizally, the Cormmission has found reason to believe
that the Committee may have violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b)
by failing to report as a contribution-in-kind a $2900
letter of credit furnished by Mr. Jerry Lebovitz to the
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania on behalf of
the Committee and by failing to report a $2857.56 loan
or contribution-in-kind from Ms. Judith Lebovitz. We
have numbered this matter MUR 498(78).

Under the Act you have an opportunity to demons-
strate that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Cormission's analysis of this matter.
Any statements or explanations should be made under oath.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, any statements or
explanations which you wish to submit to the Commission
should be submitted within ten (10) days of receipt of
this notification. If you have any questions, please
contact Ms. Anne Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to
this matter, at (202) 523-4039.

RN
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.Cc. 8437a(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel
in this matter, please have such counsel so notify us in
writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

February 28, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Judith Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Re: Mur 498

Dear Ms. Lebovitz,

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that you may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
Specifically, the Commission has found reason to believe
that you violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) by making
either a contribution-in-kind or a loan to the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee in excess
of the $1000 limitation per election per individual,
this violation having taken place when you wrote a
check on your personal account in the sum of $2857.56,
dated June 8, 1976, to the Bell Telephone Company of
Pennsylvania on behalf of the Committee. We have
numbered this matter MUR 498.

Under the Act you have an opportunity to demonstrate
why no action should be taken against you. Please submit

¥

#“is of this matter. Any

Ll
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Add your address in the "RETURN TO'’ spsce ca

reverse.

Complete items 1. 2, and 3.
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery. $_____
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Show to whom and date delivered. .. .. .. ..
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PS Form 3811, Apr. 1977
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish to have the investiga-
tion made public. If you intend to be represented by
Counsel in this matter, please have such counsel so notify
us in writing.

-’Sijjﬁff//g;‘2c‘£‘L>

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel










FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

February 28, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Jerry Lebovitz
6725 Forest Glen Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Re: MUR 498
Dear Mr. Lebovitz,

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that you may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
Specifically, the Commission has found reason to believe
that you violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) by authorizing
the issuance of a letter of credit to the Bell Telephone
Company of Pennsylvania on behalf of the Western
Pennsylvania Harris for President Committee for any sum
not exceeding $2,900, a figure in excess of the $1000
per election limitation for individuals set forth in
§44la(a) (1) (A). We have numbered this matter MUR 498.

Under the Act you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

any factual or legal materials which you believe are

relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Any

phodamord.r o ‘"*"**f%*'*¢;“‘f}4:je made under oath.

s )

Add your sddress in the "RETURN TO'' space on

: Complete itenms 1. 2, and 3,

Show to whom, date, snd-address of defivery. . __¢

Show to whom and date delivered. .... .. ...
RESTRICTED DELIVERY
Show to whom snd date- defivered. ... ... ..

g

1. The following service is requested (check one).
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. §427g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish to have the investiga-
tion made public. If you intend to be represented by

Counsel in this matter, please have such counsel so notify
us in writing.

Sinjrt’el}% Al)

william C. Oldaker
General Counsel










BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Preéidentf_f
MP, Jebry. F v
Ms Judith

do hereby certfﬁx‘thatvangfabraary 23, 1978.: ht an Executive Sesglpn
of ‘the Federa) Elecfipn Commission at- which a quorumruas present, the

¥

ComnﬁssiOn determdned by a vote of 5-1 to take the following actions in.

the abnve-captioned matter

257 9%

1. Find reason to believe that the Western Pennsy]vania
Harris for President Committee violated 2 U.S.C.
Section 434(b) by failing to report contributions in
excess of $1000 per election from Jerry Lebovitz and
Judith Lebovitz.

S

4 0

Find reason to believe that Jerry ‘Lebovitz violated
2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a)(1)(A).

Find reason to believe that Judith Lebovitz violated
2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a)(1)(A).

Send the draft letters appended to the First General
Counsel's Report, dated February 10, 1978, and amended
at the Executive Session of February 23, 1978.

3

~ 5

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens, Harris,

Springer, Thomson, and Tiernan. Commissioner Staebler voted against the

rjorie W. Emmons
Sécretary to the Commission

determination.

DATED: February 24, 1978




i)

38

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

February 14, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE
FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS
SUBJECT: OBJECTIONS TO MURs 477 (77), 48n (77), 481 (77),
482 (77), 483 (77), and 498 (77)

The above-mentioned MURs were circulated to the
Commissioners on February 10, 1978 at 4:00.

On February 13, 1378 at 4:30 Commissioner Aikens submitted
objections to all of the MURs listed above thereby placing
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