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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 .

THIS IS THE END OF MUR #
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The abcve-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
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R CERTIFIED MAIL

e RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED MAR 21 878

Mr. Bernard Sampson

f President
™ Triumph Industries, Inc.
e 3000 Yellowstone
I3 Houston, Texas 77054
i Re: MUR 487 (77)
n

Dear Mr. Sampson:

On March 2, 1978, the Pederal Election Commission
decided to take no further action relating to the apparent
| violation of 2 U.S.C. §441b(a) by Triumph Industries, Inc.

I in view of the facts that the $400 contribution made to the
| Bentsen in '76 Committee by means of a corporate check

g was charged to the personal accounts receivable of yourself
|

|

and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman and that those accounts have since
been reimbureed.

8nclosed for your information is a copy of the General
Counsel's Report in MUR 487 and a copy of the certification
of the Commission's determination.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne A.
Weissenborn, the attorney assignad to this matter, at
(202) 623-4039.

; i Sincerely,
4 5/

Willimm C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures

~MH
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

)
) |
Triumph Industries, Inc.)
Bentsen in '76 Committee) MUR 487 (77)

CERTTFICATION

I, Wendy McGhee Graham, Recording Secretary of the Fbéting,
do hereby certify that on March 15, 1978, the Commission determined
by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation of the General Counsel
to take the following action in the above—captioned matter:

1. Take no further action regarding the contribution
made by Triumph Industries, Inc. to the Bentsen
in '76 Committee. Although it has been established
that the contribution was made by a check drawn on a
corporate account, thus placing the corporation in
technical violation of 2 U.S.C. 44ib(a), the
amount of the contribution was charged at once to the
personal accounts receivable of two indlviduals and
these accounts have since been reimbursed.

2. Send the draft letter attached to the General Counsel's
report signed on March 10, 1978.

3. Close the file in this matter.

Date: March 17, 19478




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Bernard Sampson
President

Triumph Industries, Inc.
3000 Yellowstone
Houston, Texas 77054

Re: MUR 487 (77)
Dear Mr. Sampson:

On March , 1978, the Federal Election Commission
decided to take no further action relating to the apparent
violation of 2 U.S.C. §44l1lb(a) by Triumph Industries, Inc.
in view of the facts that the $400 contribution made to the
Bentsen in '76 Committee by means of a corporate check
was charged to the personal accounts receivable of yourself
and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman and that those accounts have since
been reimbursed.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the General
Counsel's Report in MUR 487 and a copy of the certification
of the Commission's determination.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne A.
Weissenborn, the attorney assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4039.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

March 8, 1978 EXECUTIVE SESSION

arch 15, 1978

In the Matter of

MUR 487 (77)
Triumph Industries, Inc.
Bentsen in '76 Committee

General Counsel's Report
I. Summary of Allegations and Commission Action

This action arose from findings made during the field
audit of the Bentsen in '76 Committee which revealed an apparent
corporate contribution in violation of 2 U.S.C. §44lb(a).

Specifically, the audit of the Committee's receipts
disclosed a check for $400 dated November 10, 1975, which was
drawn on the account of Triumph Industries, Inc. In response
to a request by the Audit Division, the Committee contacted
the corporation and received in reply a letter dated June 2, 1977,
from Mr. Bernard Sampson, president of the corporation. Mr.
Sampson stated that the check in question had been charged to the
personal accounts receivable of himself and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman
and that such accounts are reimbursed from personal funds at the
end of each year. On August 22, 1977, the Audit Division wrote
to Mr. Sampson requesting documentation showing that reimburse-
ments pertaining to the contribution had indeed been made. At the
time the present MUR was instituted no reply to that letter had
been received.

On January 27, 1978, the Commission found reason to believe
that Triumph Industries, Inc., had violated 2 U.S.C. §441b(a).

II. Evidence

In response to the letter sent to the corporation by the
Office of the General Counsel, Mr. Sampson has submitted documen-
tation which indicates that on the day the $400 contribution was
made via a corporate check the sums of $200 each were charged
against the personal accounts receivable of Mr. Sampson and Mr.
Zimmerman, with the charges being identified as "Evening with
Bentsens." The documentation also shows that each of these
accounts has been reimbursed, Mr. Sampson's within a year of the
contribution and Mr. Zimmerman's at some time during June of 1977.
(over eighteen months after the contribution was made).

III. Recommendation

1. Take no further action regarding the contribution
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from Triumph Industries, Inc., to the Bentsen in '76 Committee.
Although it has been established that the contribution was made
by a check drawn on a corporate account, thus placing the
corporation in technical violation of Section 441b(a), the
amount of contribution was charged at once to the personal
accounts receivable of two individuals and these accounts have

since been reimbursed.

2. Send attached letter.

5/ / 18 -/cc)/a:f/%{‘a)

Datée William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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3000 YELLOWSTONE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77084 m:mr-uzo
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February 13, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL--RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED i o T E

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: MUR 487
Dear Mr. Oldaker:

1 am submitting to you at this time several exhibits which I am sure
will satisfy the evidence requested by your letter of January 27, 1978.

Exhibit "A" is a copy of Triumph Industries' General Ledger page,
dated November 30, 1975, which shows check #6400, dated November 10,
1975, payable to the “Evening with Bentsens' being charged to the
personal account of Bernard Sampson, No. 10801 for $200.00, and the
personal account of Hal Zimmerman, No. 10901 for $200.00. A copy of
my letter to Semator Bentsen dated June 2, 1977 is enclosed for your
further information.

Triumph Industries' post closing trial balance dated November 1, 1976
shows an outstanding balance on Mr. Zimmerman's persomal account in

the amount of $1,827.00. There is no balance on Mr. Sampson's personal
account as of that date. A copy of Schedule II, Exhibit "C", which
was submitted to the Securities and Exchange Commission as a part of
the Company's Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended October 31, 1976,
reveals that Mr. Zimmerman is the only officer with an outstanding

loan balance in the amount of $1,827.00.

Exhibit "D" shows that Mr. Zimmerman's total personal liability to
Triumph, which was increased during the 1977 fiscal year, but was paid
off in its entirety during the month of June, 1977, as ie indicated
by the Junme 30, 1977 trial balance.

It is anticipated that the aforementioned exhibits will serve as
sufficient evidence to meet your requiremeats in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
TRIUMPH INDUSTRIES

S < AN

Bernard Sampson
President

B L ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK, BANX, OFFICE AND STORE FIXTURES:
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June 2, 1977

-Senator Lloyd Bentsen

P. 0. Box 61202
Houston, Texas 77208

Dear Senator Bemtsen:

Triuxmph Industries chaeck No. 6400 dated November 10, 1975 im the
amount of $400.00 was drawm on Triumph Industries, Inc. account
with Western of Houston and credited to the accounts
receivable of Mr. Bernard Sampson and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman (no
longer with Ttlvh Industries).

In explaaation of these accounts No. 10801 (Samplon'hnd 10901
(Zimmerman) , these are personal drawing accounts entitled
Accounts Receivable Sampson or Zimmerman, and are reimbursed at
the end of the year from personal funds of these men.

For any further information, please contact Mr. Bernard Sampsom,
or Mrs. Johansom in the Accounting Department.

Sincerely yours,

TRIMPH INDUSTRIES

Bernard Sampson
President

]
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

January 27, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Bernard Sampson, President
Triumph Industries, Inc.

ke 3000 Yellowstone

o Houston, Texas 77054

™. Re: MUR 487

-~

¥ Dear Mr. Sampson:

' The Federal Election Commission has found reason

c to believe that Triumph Indistries, Inc., may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended

C ("the Act"). Specifically, it appears that your corporation
contributed $400 to the Bentsen in '76 Committee in violation

Tl of Section 441b of the Act which prohibits corporate contribu-

o tions in connection with elections to Federal office.
We have numbered this matter MUR 487. *

o«

e, Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate

B that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

‘any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. 1In varticular,
please submit documentation showing that the $400 contribu-
tion was credited to the accounts receivable of yourself

and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman and that you and Mr. Zimmerman

did reimburse the corporation in the amount of $200 each
from your personal funds. With regard to reimbursement,
please provide either copies of vour personal checks re-
mitting the amount involved or copies of corporate records
showing the reimbursements.

* This matter was also the subject of a letter
sent to you by our Audit Division on August 22,
1977, to which no reply has been received.

c‘oLU"O‘,
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The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne Weissenborn,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at 202-523-4039.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

Willianf C. Oldaker
General Counsel

YRR 3 : ¢ : | i
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

MUR 487 (78)
Triumph Industries, Inc. )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on January 27, 1978, the
Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel to
find Reason to Believe that a violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 441b

had been committed in the above-captioned matter.

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

January 27, 1978

MEMORAMDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE 0) &
FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS "!
SUBJECT: MUR 487 (78) - First General Counsel's Report

The above-mentioned document was circulated to the
Commissioners on January 26, 1978 at 10:00 a.m.

No objections were received to the staff recommendation
that Reason to Believe be found in this matter.

Let the record show that Commissioner Staebler reviewed
MUR 487 (78) but that his Executive Assistant, Walter K. Moore,

recused himself in this matter.

ATTACHMENT:
Certification
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. FEDERAL ELECTION CO SSION W
Washington, D,

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

MUR NO. 487 _

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION : et

ATTORNEY Weissenborn i

Respondent's Name: Triumph Industries, Inc.

Relevant Statute: 2 U.S.C. §441b

Internal Reports Checked: Audit records : ATV .

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

During the audit of the Bentsen in '76 Committee, the Audit
Division discovered a contribution in the amount of $400 made by
means of a check drawn on the account of Triumph Industries, Inc.
at the Western Bank of Houston. Such an apparent corporate.céntri-

bution represents a violation of 2 U.S.T. §441b. :

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

Following its discovery of an appafent $4004contribution by
Triumph Industries, Inc. to the Bentsen in 76 Committee, the Audit
Division requested that the Committee provide aaditional information
concerning the nature of the funds received from the corporation.
The Committee in turn contacted Triumph in this regard and received
in response a letter dated June 2; 1977 from Bernard Sampson, President
of Triumph, in which he explained that the $400 drawn on the Triumph
account was credited to the accounts receivable of Mr. Bernard Sampson

and Mr. Hall M. Zimmerman at $200 per account, and that these accounts

were to be reimbursed at the end of each year from their personal

4 -
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funds. (See Attachment I.)

As instructed by OGC, the Audit Division then wrote to
Mr. Sampson on August 22, 1977, to request further documentation
showing that the corporation had in fact been reimbursed for the
two $200 contributions made for Mr. Sampson and Mr. Zimmerman.
(See Attachment II.) Neither the Audit Division nor the Disclosure
Division has received a response from Mr. Sampson. Therefore an

apparent corporate contribution should be considered to exist.

RECOMMENDATION

Find reason to believe that Triumph Industries, Inc., has

violated 2 U.S.C. §441b.

Send the attached letter.
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2000 YELLOWSTONE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77054 (T13)747 6520

" . Senator Lloyd Bentsen

~ Dear Senater Bentgen:

=

June 2, 1977

P. 0. Box 61202
Houston, Texas 77208

.

Triwoph Yodustries check No. 6400 dated Novecber 10, 1975 in the

" amount of $400.00 was drawn on Triumph Industries, Inc. account

with Western Bank of Houston and credited to the accounts
receivabie of Mr. Barnard Saspson and Mr. Hal M. Ziwomerman (no

- . longer with Triumph Izdustries).

In explanation of these accounts No. 10501 (Sampsom)and 10901
(Zizmermuen) , these are personal drawing sccounts entitled
Accounts Receivable Sempson or Zimwerman, and are reimbursed at

" the end of the year from persecnal funds of these men.

Por any further information, plense ¢cntact Mr. Bermard Sampson, '

Pabammo Lo e - f e o e Sae o e B
©T HIs. uuu&u—auu in thE accouating u:pnn uu:-uhn

Sincercly youxs, g v . ; o , s

TRIMPHE TIOUSTRIES - : v

Bernard Saspson
President

,_,' —&— . Q) MUIACHMERY §#1

“Z T ARCHITECTURAL WOODWURK, BANK, OFFICE AND STORE FIXTURES.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIKLET N.W.
WASHINGION, D C. 20463

August 22, 1977

Mr. Bernard Sampson
President, Triumph Industries
3000 Yellowstone

Houston, Texas 77054

Dear Mr. Sampson:

During our recent audit of the Bentsen in '76 Committee,
the Commission noted contributions from Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman
and you to a joint fundraising event held on behalf of Senator
Bentsen's Presidential and Senatorial campaigns.

The contributions, which were designated for the Senatorial
campaign in the amount of $200.00 each, were made by Trimmph
Industries, Inc., check number 6400 dated tNovember 10, 1975,
in the amount of $400.00. However, Section 441b of Title 2 of
the United States Code makes it unlawful for any corporation
to make a contribution in connection with any Federal election.

Senator Bentsen's Senatorial campaign committee furnished
the Commission with a copy of your letter of June 2,.1977, to
Senator Bentsen indicating that the personal drawing accounts
of Mr. Zimmerman and yourself were credited for the amount of
each contribution and that such accounts ordinarily are
reimbursed at the end of the year from your personal funds.

In order for the Commission to dispose of this matter, we
request that you provide us further documentation to show that
the corporation in fact was reimbursed in these specific
instances, either in the form of copies of your personal checks
reimbursing the accounts or copies of corporate records showing
the reimbursements.

w
«
l
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; Mr. Bernard Si »son .
Page 2

Y.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, .pleasc
contact Mr. Bradley Litchfield of our Office of General Counsacl
on (202) 523-4039, Mr. Robert Hamm of our Audit Division on
(202) 523-4155, or either one can be reached toll free on
(800) 424-9530. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

-

Robert #Z. Costa
(Acting) Assistant
2 Staff Director for
the Audit Division

CERTIFIED MAIL:
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Bernard Sampson, President
Triumph Industries, Inc.

3000 Yellowstone

Houston, Texas 77054

Re: MUR 487
Dear Mr. Sampson:

The Federal Election Commission has found reason
to believe that Triumph Indistries, Inc., may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). Specifically, it appears that your corporation
contributed $400 to the Bentsen in '76 Committee in violation
of Section 441b of the Act which prohibits corporate contribu-
tions in connection with elections to Federal office.
We have numbered this matter MUR 487.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit
any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant
to the Commission's analysis of this matter. In particular,
please submit documentation showing that the $400 contribu-
tion was credited to the accounts receivable of yourself
and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman and that you and Mr. Zimmerman
did reimburse the corporation in the amount of $200 each
from your personal funds. With regard to reimbursement,
please provide either copies of your personal checks re-
mitting the amount involved or copies of corporate records
showing the reimbursements.

JOMETROy
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The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously. Therefore, your response should
be submitted within ten days after your receipt of this
notification.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

If you have any questions, please contact Anne Weissenborn,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at 202-523-4039.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a) (3) (B) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION | &)

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

November 30, 1977

MEMORANDUM

g

Bill Oldaker

THROUGH: Orlando B. Potter G

FROM: @E’ob Costa/Bob Hamm KK

DATE: November 30, 1977

SUBJECT: Apparent Corporate Contribution--Senator
Bentsen Re-Election Committee

On November 19, 1976, the Audit Division referred
to your office a matter relating to a possible corporate
contribution of $400 by Triumph Industries, Inc. to the
Senator Bentsen Re-Election Committee. On May 20, 1977,
Senator Bentsen was notified of this finding together with
the Commission's preliminary determinations regarding
other audit findings, and he was requested to submit doc-
umentation regarding the nature of the funds received from
Triumph Industries.

Mr. Robert Bauer, counsel to Senator Bentsen,
provided further information to the Commission from Mr.
Bernard Sampson, President of Triumph Industries, in June,
1977. (See attachment #1). After review by your office
on August 22, 1977 the Audit Division per Brad's instructions
requested Mr. Sampson to provide further documentation to
show the ccrporation was reimbursed by Mr. Sampson and a
Mr. Zimmerman. (See attachment #3).

However, neither the Audit Division nor the
Disclosure Division has received a response to date from
Mr. Sampson. Therefore, I am forwarding this matter for
any further action you feel appropriate.

Attachments as stated (2)

@\.Ul’lo~
&

R4,
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m ATUACHMENT §1

3000 YELLOWSTONE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 770564 (T13)747+6520

Iy d 195 &rms

June 2, 1977

. Senator Lloyd Bentsem
P. O. Box 61202
Houston, Texas 77208

Dear Senator Bentsen: :
Triwmph Yadustries check No. 6400 dated Rovecber 10, 1975 in the

© amount of $400.00 was drawn on Triumph Industries, Inc. accowunt
with Western Bank of Houston and credited to the accounts
receivabie of Mr. Barnard Sampson and Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman (no
longer with Triumph Industries). :

Iu explanation of these accounts No. 10801 (Sampsom)and 10901
(Zicereun) , these are persomal drawing sccounts eantitled
Accounts Receivable Sampson or Zimmerman, and are reimbursed at
" the end of the year from personal funds of these oen.

For any further information, please contact Mr. Bernard Sampsom,
T BXs. uvno-uSCoTa in tha accounting Dapartu=at.

Sincerel.y yours, . : : f Fe s
TRIMPH INDUSTRIES - : 2

Bernard Sanpson
President

"3 = :
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 N STREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

August 22, 1977

Mr. Bernard Sampson
President, Triumph Industries
3000 Yellowstone

louston, Texas 77054

Dear Mr. Sampson:

During our recen:t audit of the Bentsen in '76 Committee,
the Commission noted contributions from Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman
and you to a joint fundraising event held on behalf of Senator
Bentsen's Presidential and Senatorial campaigns.

The contributions, which were designated for the Senatorial
campaign in the amount of $200.00 each, were made by Trimmph
Industries, Inc., check number 6400 dated lNovember 10, 1975,
in the amount of $400.00. However, Section 441b of Title 2 of
the United States Code makes it unlawful for any corporation
to make a contribution in connection with any Federal election.

Senator Bentsen's Senatorial campaign committee furnished
the Commission with a copy of your letter of June 2, 1977, to
Senator Bentsen indicating that the personal drawing accounts
of Mr. Zimmerman and yourself were credited for the amount of
each contribution and that such accounts ordinarily are
reimbursed at the end of the year from your personal funds.

In order for the Commission to dispose of this matter, we
request that you provide us further documentation to show that
the corporation in fact was reimbursed in these specific
instances, either in the form of copies of your personal checks
reimbursing the accounts or copies of corporate records showing
the reimbursements.
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@ ‘ ATTACHMENT #2

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIRELET N.W.
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

August 22, 1977

Mr. Bernard Sampson
President, Triumph Industries
3000 Yellowstone

Houston, Texas 77054

Dear Mr. Sampson:

During our recent audit of the Bentsen in '76 Committee,
the Commission noted contributions from Mr. Hal M. Zimmerman
and you to a joint fundraising event held on behalf of Senator
Bentsen's Presidential and Senatorial campaigns.

The contributions, which were designated for the Senatorial
campaign in the amount of $200.00 each, were made by Trimmph
Industries, Inc., check number 6400 dated MNovember 10, 1975,
in the amount of $400.00. However, Section 441b of Title 2 of
the United States Code makes it unlawful for any corporation
to make a contribution in connection with any Federal election.

Senator Bentsen's Senatorial campaign committee furnished
the Commission with a copy of your letter of June 2, 1977, to
Senator Bentsen indicating that the personal drawing accounts
of Mr. Zimmerman and yourself were credited for the amount of
each contribution and that such accounts ordinarily are
reimbursed at the end of the year from your personal funds.

In order for the Commission to dispose of this matter, we
request that you provide us further documentation to show that
the corporation in fact was reimbursed in these specific
instances, either in the form of copies of your personal checks
reimbursing the accounts or copies of corporate records showing
the reimbursements. .
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If you have any questions concerning this matter, please
contact Mr. Bradley Litchfield of our Office of General Counscl
on (202) 523-4039, Mr. Robert Hamm of our Audit Division on
(202) 523-4155, or either one can be reached toll free on

(800) 424-~9530. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

(Acting) Assistant
Staff Director for
the Audit Division

CERTIFIED MAIL:
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 .

THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF MUR # L/f]
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