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June 30, 1998

Federal Election Commission
999 "El Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: United States Representative Rick Hill

Gentlemen:

My name is Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III, and I live in Great
Falls, Montana. I wish to file a formal complaint with your
commission against United States Representative Rick Hill, our
lone Montana Representative. The facts concerning this complaint
are as follows:

On June 16, 1998, a little before 8:00 o'clock, p.m. I was seated
in my kitchen with my son, Drew, when the phone rang. The caller
identified herself as Irene Koppang and advised me she was
calling on behalf of Rick Hill. She told me she was calling all
good Republicans, like myself, seeking support for Rick Hill, who
was being attacked by the very liberal Democrats. She asked me
to donate money for Rick Hill. I asked her how much money she
was requesting and she told me she would accept any amount I was
willing to give. I then asked her if she would accept $10,000.00
and she said "Oh yes, that would be wonderful. Mr. Dlevett,
please stay on the line. I want you to talk to my supervisor."
There was considerable loud and excited talk coming from the
phone until such time as Irene Koppang's supervisor, Carissa
Avalof, got on the phone. She told me she would be more than
willing to accept $10,000.00 from me for Rick Hill's campaign. I
then asked for her name, which she promptly gave to me. I also
asked her for whom she was calling and she stated that Rick Hill
had hired the Republican National Calling Center to perform this
service for him and that she was working at that center. I then
asked her for the address for the Republican National Calling
Center and she stated the address was 112 North University Drive,
Fargo, North Dakota 58102. She also told me, upon my request,
that the telephone number was (701) 239-9223.
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Carissa Avalof also was very excited about the thought of
receiving $10,000.00 from me for Rick Hill's campaign. She got
so excited that she called her supervisor to the phone. The next
supervisor was Kelly Stewart. Ms. Stewart was insistent that I
confirm that I was going to pay $10,000.00 for Rick Hill's
campaign. I explained to her precisely what had happened with
Irene and Carissa and told her I did not appreciate Rick Hill's
campaign and the Republican Party calling me at home in the
evening and attempting to perpetrate a felony. Ms. Stewart then
told me that irene Koppang and Carissa Avalof did not know the
law regarding the restrictions on the amount of campaign
contributions from individuals for U.S. Representatives.
However, she readily admitted to me that she knew about the
restriction and she continued to insist that I confirm the
$10,000.00 campaign contribution to Rick Hill. I told her I was
going to report the conduct of Rick Hill and the Republican
National Calling Center to the appropriate authorities and that
they would be hearing from me.

I am very upset that Rick Hill and his workers are committing
this felonious conduct. It is my strong opinion that something
must be done immediately to prevent any similar conduct by Rick
Hill. I would appreciate your Commission doing whatever is
necessary to resolve this matter, including investigating Rick
Hill and assessing whatever penalties are appropriate.

Thank you and I would appreciate your confirming that you have
received this complaint and that you will be acting upon it.

Sincerely yours,

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III

AB:cw



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. D C 20463

July 7, 1998

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III
Iltovt & Blewett
501 Second Avenue North
Post Office Box 2807
Great Falls, Montana 59403

Dear Mr Blewett:

This is to acknowledge receipt on July 6, 1998, of your letter dated June 30, 1998. TheFederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended and Commission Regulations require thatthe contents of a complaint meet certain specific requirements. One of these requirements is thata complaint be sworn to and signed in the presence of a notary public and notarized. Your letterdid not contain a notarization on your signature and was not properly sworn to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear before a notary that thecontents of your complaint are true to the best of your knowledge. The notary must represent aspart of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred form is "Subscnled and sworn tobefore me on this day of , 19 ." A statement by the notary that the complaint wassworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient. We regret the inconvenience thatthese requirements may cause you, but we are not statutorily owered to poceed with thehandling of a compliance action unless all the statutory requirements are fulfilled. I 2 U.S.C.
§ 4 37g.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a 15 day period to allow you tocorrect the defects in your complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the 15 dayperiod, the respondents will be so informed and provided a copy of the corrected complaint. Therespondents will then have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the merits. Ifthe complaint is not corrected, the file will be closed and no additional notification will be
provided to the respondents.
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Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint." I hope this material

will be helpful to you should you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the Commission

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

Retha Dixon
Docket Manager

Enclosure

cc. Garv DeMaree, Treasurer
Rick Hill for Congress
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Federal Election Commission
999 "E" Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463
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Re: United States Representative Rick Hill

Gentlemen: cz

My name is Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III, and I live in Great
Falls, Montana. I wish to file a formal complaint with your
commission against United States Representative Rick Hill, our
lone Montana Representative. The facts concerning this complaint
are as follows:

On June 16, 1998, a little before 8:00 o'clock, p.m. I was seated
in my kitchen with my son, Drew, when the phone rang. The caller
identified herself as Irene Koppang and advised me she was
calling on behalf of Rick Hill. She told me she was calling all
good Republicans, like myself, seeking support for Rick Hill, who
was being attacked by the very liberal Democrats. She asked me
to donate money for Rick Hill. I asked her how much money she
was requesting and she told me she would accept any amount I was
willing to give. I then asked her if she would accept $10,000.00
and she said "Oh yes, that would be wonderful. Mr. Blewett,
please stay on the line. I want you to talk to my supervisor."
There was considerable loud and excited talk coming from the
phone until such time as Irene Koppang's supervisor, Carissa
Avalof, got on the phone. She told me she would be more than
willing to accept $10,000.00 from me for Rick Hill's campaign. I
then asked for her name, which she promptly gave to me. I also
asked her for whom she was calling and she stated that Rick Hill
had hired the Republican National Calling Center to perform this
service for him and that she was working at that center. I then
asked her for the address for the Republican National Calling
Center and she stated the address was 112 North University Drive,
Fargo, North Dakota 58102. She also told me, upon my request,
that the telephone number was (701) 239-9223.
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Carissa Avalof also was very excited about the thought of
receiving $10,000.00 from me for Rick Hill's campaign. She got
so excited that she called her supervisor to t)i phone. The next
supervisor was Kelly Stewart. Ms. Stewarc waF insistent that I
confirm that I was going to pay $10,000.00 fr Rick, Hill's
campaign. I explained to her precisely what had happened with
Irene and Carissa and told her I did not appreciate Rick Hill's
campaign and the Republican Party calling r.e at home in the
evening and attempting to perpetrate a felony. Ms. Stewart then
told me that Irene Koppang and Carissa Avalof did not know the
law regarding the restrictions on the amount of campaign
contributions from individuals for U.S. Representatives.
However, she readily admitted to me that she knew about the
restriction and she continued to insist that I confirm the
$10,000.00 campaign contribution to Rick Hill. I told her I was
going to report the conduct of Rick Hill and the Republican
National Calling Center to the appropriate authorities and that
they would be hearing from me.

I am very upset that Rick Hill and his workers are committing
this felonious conduct. It is my strong opinion that something
must be done immediately to prevent any similar conduct by Rick
Hill. I would appreciate your Commission doing whatever is
necessary to resolve this matter, including investigating Rick
Hill and assessing whatever penalties are appropriate.

Thank you and I would appreciate your confirming that you have
received this complaint and that you will be acting upon it.

Sincerely yours,

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III

AB:cw
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF MONTANA, )
SS.

County of Cascade. )

Alexander Blewett, III, being first duly sworn upon his oath
deposes and states that he has read the foregoing and that the
facts and matters contained therein are accurate, true and
complete to the best of his knowledge and belief.

S/

Alexander Blewett, III

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN TO ME this 14th day of July, 1998.

My for the C ii MontanaResi ng at Gra alMontana
My C ission expires 5/8/99



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20463

July 22, 1998
Alexander (Zander) Blewett, 111, Esq.
Hoyt & Blewett
501 Second Avenue North
PO Box 2807
Great Falls. MT 59403-2807

RE: MUR 4778

Dear Mr. Blewett:

This letter acknowledges receipt on July 17, 1998. of your complaint alleging possible
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. The respondent(s) will be
notified of this complaint within five business days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be notarized and sworn to in the
same manner as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4778. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Supcrvis: Attorney
Central Enforcernent Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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Washington, DC 20463

July 22, 1998

Mr. Gary F. Demaree, Treasurer
Rick Hill for Congress Committee
2105 Crystal Drive
Helena. MT 59601

RE: MUR 4778

Dear Mr. Demaree:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Rick Hill for
Congress Committee ("Committee") and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971. as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 4778. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be
addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based
on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 4 37g(aX4)(B) aid
§ 437g(aX I 2XA) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 694-1650. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Tlley
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

July 22, 1998

Mr. Dan Rice, President
Strategic Telecommunication
112 N. University Drive, #322
Fargo, ND 58102-4661

RE: MUR 4778

Dear Mr. Rice:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Strategic
Telecommunication (a/k/a Republican National Calling Center) may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 4778. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against Strategic Telecommunication (a/k/a Republican National Calling Center) in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4)(B) and
§ 437g(aXI2XA) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the mum to be
made public. If you intend to- Se represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 694-1650. For your

information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

/
F. Andrew Tur '
Supervisor Atomey
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2 Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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August 11, 1998u

General Counsel's Office
Federal Election Commission
999 East Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

To Whom It May Concern,

Strategic Telecommunications is a service bureau that provides political fundraising services to
numerous campaign committees and individual candidates We have received a copy of the
complaint filed with the Federal Election Commission regarding a call made on behalf of the
Rick Hill for Congress Campaign to a Mr. Alexander Blewett, Il1. In reference to MUR 4778, it is
our position that there has been no violation of Federal Election law.

Annetta Irene Koppang, a telephone service representative with our firm, did contact Mr. Blewett
to request a contnbution for the Hill Campaign. He inquired as to how much she was requesting

and she replied that we would accept any amount that he could afford. It is important to note,
however, that the average gift on this campaign was $25-$30. Our firm typically performs small

dollar fundraising campaigns Mr Blewett then stated that he desired to give $10,000 and
asked if she would accept that amount Mrs. Koppang expressed her shock at that large
amount and. not being aware of the legal contnbution limits. thanked him for his generosity.

Next. Mrs. Koppang requested a supervisor, Kelly Steuart. to assist her in accepting this large
donation. Ms. Steuart then proceeded to inform Mr. Blewett that we would be happy to accept a
contnbution, but that she would need to confirm what the legal contribution limit was before we
would send a request for a donation. He insisted that he wanted to contribute $10,000.
Recognizing that we would not want to risk offending a potential major donor to one of our
clients, Ms. Steuart indicated that she would have his mailing information checked while she
determined what amount we could send the letter for. Before she could determine that amount
and provide it to Mr. Blewett, she was requested to take the phone call again by a validation
supervisor, Carissa Avalos.

Mr. Blewett then proceeded to inform Ms. Steuart that he was very upset with our firm for
representing that we could accept such a large contrbution. When she attempted to explain to
him again that she was in the process of determining the legal limit and that we certainly were
not intending to send a request for any amount beyond that, Mr. Blewett became irate. Ms.

Steuart ended the call confident that no agent of our firm or the Rick Hill Campaign had

committed any illegal act. This size of contribution was not requested of the complainant, but
rather volunteered by him, and he was informed that only the legal limit would be accepted. In
fact, no amount beyond the limit was received or deposited into any account.

2610 UNIVERS[TY AVENUE WEST SUrrT 500 SAINT PAUL. MINNESOTA 55114

(612) 649-0404 FAX (612) 649-0424



a a
It is our purpose in responding to this complaint to provide the General Counsel's office with
facts relevant to settling the MUR 4778. We did not request, receive, or deposit any contnibution
above the legal limit and, therefore, have not violated any Federal Election Campaign laws. It
has always been our mission to serve our clients' fundraising needs in a manner that follows the
law consistently and thoroughly. We will continue to do so and, in order to avoid any further
confusion, will ensure that our staff is updated with current campaign laws in the future.

Sincerely,

Dan Rice, President
Strategic Telecommunications
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Montanans for Rick Hill
Placer Center, Suite 200
Post Office Box 1256
Helena. Montana 59624
406-443-5459

August 18, 1998 '

Alva E Smith
Federal Election Commission
Office of the General Counsel
999 E Street, NW.
Washington, D.C 20463

RE MUR 4778

Dear Ms Smith

I have received a copy of the complaint filed by Alexander (Zander) Blewett, I11, which
the Federal Election Commission has forwarded to me as treasurer of the Rick Hill for Congress
Committee To my knowledge, the complaint does not allege, or purport to allege, any violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act on the part of the Rick Hill for Congress Committee
Instead, Mr Blewett admits that he made an offer to the Committee's telemarketers to make a
$10,000 contribution to the Rick Hill Committee in excess of the lawful limits ' After some initial
confusion regarding Mr Blewett's offer to make an illegal contribution to the Committee, the
Committee's telemarketing firm sent a letter of apology to Mr Blewett, a copy of which has been
enclosed, explaining that the Committee would not have sent a pledge card to Mr Blewett for any
amount in excess of the lawful limits.

In the end, Mr. Blewett made no contribution to the Rick Hill for Congress Committee
nor would such an excessive contribution have been accepted by the Committee.2 Thus, this
matter constitutes nothing more than a nuisance which does not merit the Commission's valuable
resources.

I Great Falls Tribune, "Attorney says Hill phone solicitors broke $1,000 rule," July
31, 1998

2 Even if such a contribution had been made, the Federal Election Commission

regulations permit a committee to accept the contribution and then to seek a reattribution or
redesignation as appropriate. I I C.F.R. § 103.3(bX3). If the contributor declines to reattribute
or redesignate the contribution then the committee has an obligation to refund the money within
sixty days Since no contribution was made, the Committee did not need to rely on this provision.

PU faw b I m, b . 'S. P0 Ubs omS PQ



Alva E. Smith
August 18, 1998
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I urge the Commission to find no reason to
this matter.

believe any violation has occurred and to close

Sincerely,

Gary Demaree
Treasurer
Rick Hill for Congress Committee

/
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July 13, 1998

Alex E3lewett
1324 4 'h Avenue North
Great Falls, MT 59401

Dear Mr Blewett*

On Tuesday, June 16, you received a call from one of our sales representatives
regarding a contribution for Congressman Rick Hill's re-election campaign. We want to

apologize for the confusion about contribution limits that you experienced dudng the

call

Our supervisors and representabves should have a clear understanding of the limits

imposed on campaign contributions After you spoke with our representative, you were

transferred to our fulfillment station to confirm your address. At that time, our supervisor

was checking on these limitations. She was unable to find this information in these few

moments, and not wanting to take up any more of you time, she indicated that she

informed you that we could not send out a pledge for anything over the limit, and would

indicate that on the letter we send out

We thoroughly review all pledges to ensure that they are within the legal limits of

contributions. Each morning, before any information is sent to prospective donors, we

double-check these pledges to verify we are following all the necessary guidelines The

Hill for Congress Committee has specifically instructed us to follow all campaign

contribution laws cleady and accurately.

Once again, we apologize for any confusion this may have caused. Be assured that we

are handling the situation internally, and will continue to offer this legal information as

consistently and accurately as possible.

If you have any other questions, please feel free to call me at (612) 649-0404

Thank you,

Jeff Larson, Vice President
Strategic Telecommunications, Inc.
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September 28, 1998

Federal Election Commission
999 "E" Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463 -

Re: United States Representative Rick Hill

Commission No. MUR 4778

Gentlemen:

On July 14, 1998, I sent a formal complaint to your commission
regarding the campaign activities of Rick Hill. I have heard
nothing regarding any response from Rick Hill. I would
appreciate an update on the Commission's actions taken as a
result of my complaint.

Sincerely yours,

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III

AB: cw



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHIN(ION D( 20461

Mr. Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III, Esq.
Hoyt & Blewett
501 Second Avenue North
PO Box 2807
Great Falls, MT 59403-2807

October 5, 1998

RE MUR 4778

Dear Mr. Blewetti

Thank you for your letter dated September 28, 1998, requesting the status of the
complaint you filed on July 17, 1998.

As you were informed by letter date July 22, 1998, we will notify you as soon as
the Commission takes final action on your complaint

Sincerely,

Alva E. Smith, Paalnega
Central Enforcement Docket
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October 26, 1998

Federal Election Commission
999 "E" Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: United States Representative Rick Hill

Commission No. MUR 4778

Gentlemen:

I was under the impression that when I filed my complaint against
Rick Hill for violating the election laws, that I would receive a
copy of the response he provided to your Commission. Would you
please see that I am provided with a copy of that response, if he
has ever made such a response.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, III

AB: cw
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION OCT 0 %3 4. 41 '1,

In the Matter of )
) CASE CLOSURES UNDER
) ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY Vj

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low pnority based

upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priorit% System (EPS). This report is submitted

to recommend that the Commission no longer pursue these cases.

II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not N arranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS vas created to identify pending cases that, due to the length of their

pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the matters relative

to others presently pending before the Commission, do not warrant further expenditure of

resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED) evaluates each incoming matter using

Commission-approved criteria which results in a numerical rating for each case.

Closing

cases permits the Commission to ocus its limited resources on more important cases

presently pending before it Based upon this re\ ie., we have identified 17 cases that do
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not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.' The attachments to this

report contain a factual summary of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors leading to

assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further pursue the matter.

B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and referrals to

ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning acti% ity more remote in time

usually require a greater commitment of resources. primarily due to the fact that the

evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it ages. Focusing

investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity also has a more positive

effect on the electoral process and the regulated community. In recognition of this fact,

EPS also provides us ,vit-. the means to identify those cases which

remain unassigned for a significant period due to a lack of

staff resources for effectie investigation The utility of commencing an investigation

declines as these cases age. until they reach a point when activation of a case would not

be an efficient use of the Commission's resources.

These cases are: Pre-MUR 365 (Frciizi of M iAra c e.argohes-Mczviso:q ct al), MUR 4729 (Friends

of Melinda hatz.), MUR 4730 (The Carltia Times). MUR 4731 (Randall Tern, Litc); MUR 4732 (Juneau
Democratic District Comnittttcec'} MUR 4733 (Famii .and TaA payers for bob Kilbanks); MUR 4734

(Dennis Ncuunski for Congress), NIUR 4738 (Frnends of Comne Brawn), MUR 4739 (Direct
Voice/DMAPAC); MUR 4744 (Matior lames Hofrman), MUR 4745 (Congressional Accouuitabilty

Project); MUR 4746 (Philhur Cyre). MUR 4747 (NAIVGA-PAC & FOODVIP PAC); MUR 4765 (Gary

Miller); MUR 4767 (Coin ittec to Elect Gleim Ree' To Conigress); MUR 4778 (Rick Hull for Congress);
and MUR 4784 (Vcrticchn, t, Cosigr,'")
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We have identified cases that have remained on the Central Enforcement

Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We recommend that

these cases be closed.

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutonal discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed belowg. effective October 29, 1998. Closing these cases

as of this date will allow CED and the Legal Revie-w Team the necessary time to prepare

closing letters and case files for the public record

4The cases recommended for closure are Pre-MUR 345 (Simotn Firemaii); MUR 4630 (Kcntucky
State Democratic Central Comittec), MUR 4662
(Democratic Congressional Campaign Ci:te). RAD 97L-08 (Thomas for Congress); RAD 97L-11
(Eggleston for Congress); RAD 97L-12 (Massacihsctts Democratic Party); RAD 97-13 (McMamisft
Senate); RAD 97L-20 (Replimbcan Part. of Arkeatsas): and RAD 97NF-24 (NC Committee Against
Extrcii::sm )
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective October 29, 1998, and approve

the appropriate letters in the following matters:

RAD 97L-08
RAD 97L-1 I
RAD 97L-12

RAD 97L- 13
RAD 97L-20
RAD 97NF-24

Pre-MUR 345
Pre-MUR 365

B. Take no action, close the file effective October 29, 1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

MUR 4630

MUR 4662
MUR 4729
MUR 4730
MUR 4731

MUR 4732
MUR 4733
MUR 4734
NIUR 4738
MUR 4739
MUR 4744

MUR 4745
MUR 4746
MUR 4747
MUR 4765
MUR 4767
MUR 4778
MUR 4784

Date LawTence NI. Nob
General Counsel



S 0

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Case Closures Under
Enforcement Priority.

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Einnons, Secretary of the Federal Election

Cor- ission, do hereby certify that on October 27, 1998, the

Conur=..ss1on took the following actions with respect to the

General Counsel's October 20, 1998 report on Case Closures

under Enforcement Priority:

Decided by a vote of 4-0 to:

A. Decline to open a ?'JR, close the file

effective October 29, 1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters,

as recommended in the General Counsel's

Report dated October 20, 1998:

RAD 97L-08
RAD 97L-i1
RAD 97L-12
RAD 97L-13

5. RAD 97L-20
RAD 97NF-24
Pre-MUR 345

8. Pre-MUR 365

B. Take no action, close the file effective

October 29, 1998, and approve the appropriate

letters in the following mat-ers, as

recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated October 20, 1998:

1. MUR 4630
2. MUR 4662
3. MUR 4729
4. MUR 4730
5. MUR 4731
6. MUR 4732

7. MUR 4733
8. MUR 4734
9. MUR 4738

10. MUR 4739
11. MUR 4744
12. MUR 4745

(continued)



Page 2Federal Election Commission
Certification for Case Closure Under
Enforcement Priority
October 27, 1998

13. MUR 4746
14. M7JR 4747
-5. MUj 4765

16. MUR 4767
-. 7. MUR 4778
18. MUR 4784

o=,issioners Elliott, Mason, McDonald,

and Thomas voted affirmatIvely for the
decks:on.; Co-isscners Sandstrcm and Wold

.c-t cast a vote.

Attest:

Mar eW. ons
Secretarv of the Commission

Rece:ved i- the Secretariat: Wed., Oct. 21, 1998 9:46 a.m.
C.rculated to the Co.-.,ission: Wed., Oct. 21, 1998 11:00 a.m.

:eadline :zr vote: mcn., Oct. 2, 1998 4:00 p.m.

- Li L
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I I.[DRAL [_LIC1 ION COMMISSION
"ASHtlNCI( T) )( 20461

November 2, 1998

CFERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr Alexander (Zander) Blewett. I11. Esq
I tort & Blewett
501 Second Avenue North
P ) Box 2807
(ireat Falls. NIT 59403-2807

RE- MUR 4778

l)car Mr Blewett

On Jul% 17. 1998, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint alleging

certain violahions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971. as amended ("the Act"),

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to

exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See attached

narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on October 29, 1998.

This matter will become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of

this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(ax8)

Sincerely,

F Andrew I A .e\

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narratic



MUR 4778
RICK HILL FOR CONGRESS

Alexander Blewett, Ill, states that the Republican National Calling Center

("Center"), working on behalf of the Rick Hill for Congress Committee,

attempted to solicit an excessive contribution from him in the amount of $10,000.

According to Mr. Blewett, a solicitor from the Center called him at home during

the evening, asking for a contribution "in any amount" he then asked her

whether she would accept one in the amount of $10,000. Mr. Blewett alleges that

the solicitor responded favorably, indicating that she was willing to accept this

proffered contribution

In response to the complaint, Rick Hill for Congress states that Mr.

Blewett merely offered to make a $10,000 contribution, but that a contribution in

that amount would not have been accepted.

Strategic Telecommunications, the corporate entity that operated the

Center, confirms in its response that Mr. Blewett, not the telephone solicitor,

suggested the amount, and attributes any misunderstandings to the confusion

created by the spontaneous offer of such a large amount and the desire to avoid

offending a potential contributor for another client that may be in a position to

lawfully accept this size contribution. Strategic Telecommunications further

asserts that the solicitor, who routinely solicits contributions in the amounts of

$25 or $30, specifically told Mr. Blewett, who was insisting that he wanted to

contribute $10,000, that she was happy to accept his contribution, but would

need to determine the legal limit of acceptable contributions. The respondent

notes that it did not request, receive, or deposit any contribution from Mr.

Blewett, and also states that it sent him a written apology. The respondent

pledges to continue to ensure that its staff are fully aware of campaign

contribution limits

The respondents did not evidence an) serious intent to violate the FECA.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the

Commission
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November 2, 1998

Mr Dan Rice, President
Strategic Telecommunications
2610 University Avenue West. Suite 500
Saint Paul. MN 55114

RE: MUJR 4778

Dear Mr Rice

On July 22, 1998, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint alleging

certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the

complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considening the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to

exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against Strategic Communications.

See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on

October 29, 1998

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter

is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commissions vote.

If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so

as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your

additional matenials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when

received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone

number, (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

F. Andre%' rutie.
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment



S 0

MUR 4778
RICK HILL FOR CONGRESS

Alexander Blewett, III, states that the Republican National Calling Center

("Center"), working on behalf of the Rick Hill for Congress Committee,

attempted to solicit an excessive contribution from him in the amount of $10,000.

According to Mr. Blewett, a solicitor from the Center called him at home during

the evening, asking for a contribution "in any amount;" he then asked her

whether she would accept one in the amount of $10,000. Mr. Blewett alleges that

the solicitor responded favorably, indicating that she was willing to accept this

proffered contribution

In response to the complaint, Rick Hill for Congress states that Mr.

Blewett merely offered to make a $10,000 contribution, but that a contribution in

that amount would not have been accepted.

Strategic Telecommunications, the corporate entity that operated the

Center, confirms in its response that Mr. Blewett, not the telephone solicitor,

suggested the amount, and attributes any misunderstandings to the confusion

created by the spontaneous offer of such a large amount and the desire to avoid

offending a potential contributor for another client that may be in a position to

lawfully accept this size contribution. Strategic Telecommurucations further

asserts that the solicitor, who routinely solicits contributions in the amounts of

$25 or $30, specifically told Mr. Blewett, who was insisting that he wanted to

contribute $10,000, that she was happy to accept his contribution, but would

need to determine the legal limit of acceptable contributions. The respondent

notes that it did not request, receive, or deposit any contribution from Mr.

Blewett, and also states that it sent him a written apology. The respondent

pledges to continue to ensure that its staff are fully aware of campaign

contribution limits

The respondents did not evidence any serious intent to violate the FECA.

This mat rer is less significant relative to other matters pending before the

Commission



I LDIRAL LLLECIION COMMISSION
• • "'AS lN(CI()N. M) 20461

November 2, 1998

Mr. Gary Demaree, Treasurer
Rick Hill for Congress Committee
PO Box 1256
Helena, MT 59624

RE MUR 4778

Dear Mr. Demaree

On July 22, 1998, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint alleging

certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the

complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to

exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against Rick Hill for Congress

Committee and you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed

its file in this matter on October 29, 1998.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter

is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so

as soon as possible While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your

additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when

received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone

number, (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative



MUR 4778
RICK HILL FOR CONGRESS

Alexander Blewett, IIl, states that the Republican National Calling Center

("Center"), working on behalf of the Rick Hill for Congress Committee,

attempted to solicit an excessive contribution from him in the amount of $10,000.

According to Mr. Blewett, a solicitor from the Center called him at home during

the evening, asking for a contribution "in any amount-" he then asked her

whether she would accept one in the amount of $10,000. Mr. Blewett alleges that

the solicitor responded favorably, indicating that she was willing, to accept this

proffered contribution.

In response to the complaint, Rick Hill for Congress states that Mr.

Blewett merely offered to make a $10,000 contribution, but that a contribution in

that amount would not have been accepted.

Strategic Telecommunications, the corporate entity that operated the

Center, confirms in its response that Mr. Blewett, not the telephone solicitor,

suggested the amount, and attributes any misunderstandings to the confusion

created by the spontaneous offer of such a large amount and the desire to avoid

offending a potential contributor for another client that may be in a position to

lawfully accept this size contribution Strategic Telecommunications further

asserts that the solicitor, who routinely solicits contributions in the amounts of

$25 or $30, specifically told Mr. Blewett, who was insisting that he wanted to

contribute S10,000, that she was happy to accept his contribution, but would

need to determine the legal limit of acceptable contributions. The respondent

notes that it did not request, receive, or deposit any contribution from Mr.

Blewett, and also states that it sent him a written apolog'. The respondent

pledges to continue to ensure that its staff are fully aware of campaign

contribution limits

The respondents did not evidence any serious intent to violate the FECA.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the

Commission
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