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U.S. Departmel' Justice

United States Attorney
Western District of Louisiana

United States Courthcuse Branch Offic e
W0 Fanmn 3treet. Suite 1201 First National Bunk Tower
Shreveport, Livasiana 71101 106X 600 Jefferson Street. Suite 1xx)

. 118 676 3600 Lafavene. Lowisiana 70501 7200
September 18, 1996

118262 6614

Honorable Lawrence Noble ')

General Counsel Pr{ -\\\Ul\ ’%L\ 2
Federal Election Commission =

999 E Street, N.W.

washington, D.C. 20463

Complaint regarding Louisiana
7th Congressional District Race

Dear Mr. Noble:

Cn August 27, 1996 a local attorney, John Bernhardt, called my
secretary requesting an appointment for the following day. No
reason or reference was given for the purpose of the appointment.
On August 28, 1996, Mr. Bernhardt arrived at my office with another
local attorney, Wade Trahan, who is Seventh Congressional District
candidate Tyrone Picard’s campaign manager. They advised that they
had twice met with a gentleman named Joe Chaillot, a former
campaign manager for Chris John, who is another Seventh
Congressional District candidate. According to Bernhardt and
Trahan, Chaillot had related to them a scheme whereby federal
campaign election laws could perhaps be skirted by the John
campaign by taking corporate contributions and/or in
excess of the limit, placing those funds in the Chris Joha for
Lieutenant Governor bank account (John ran for Mm
in 1995, loaning his campaign approximately $300,000.00, wi debt
is still outstanding according to the latest state l.'qorﬂ, then
withdrawing money from the Lieutenant Governor account and using
those funds in the Congressional race.




Honorable Lawrence lickble
September 18, 1996
Page 2

I discussed hi o with onsanto at Public
Integrity. He requ ! you and asked that
you review it for m w? ny, wviolation there
may be of federal on law, w? u r action might need
to be taken.
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,Candidate
won't open
past record

Chris John denies
hiding fund sources

By BAUCE SCHATZ
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and asked © go m for am iner-
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FEDFRAL ELECTION COMMISSION

o ASHING S DO 20dei

October 2, 1996
Michael D Skinner
US Attomey
Western Distnct of | .ouisiana
300 Fannin Street, Sunte 3201
Shreveport, LA 71101-3068

RE Pre-MUR 342
Dear Mr Skinner
This 1s to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated September 18, 1996, advising us
of the possibility of a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act™) by Chns John et al We will review the matter and advise you of the

Commussion’s determination

Pursuantto 2 U S C § 437g(a)4XB) and § 437g(a)12)A), the Commission's
review of this matter shall remain confidential until the file has been closed.

If you have any questions or additional information, please call, Alva E. Smith, at
(202) 219-3400. Owr file number for this matter is Pre-MUR 342.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel
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CHRISTOPHER CHARLES JOHN
P.0. BOX 971
CROWLEY, LA 70527-097!

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

4 Dan of Pamary QCTOBER 21, 1995
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EVANCELINE BAMK & TRUST
P.0. BOX &%
CROMLEY, LA 70527-04%¢

JOSEPH ALLEN JOMN
121) &. HICHWAY 90
CROWLFY, LA 70526
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| &“'. LEWIS &

BREALX

(318) 783-339%
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CERIS JONR CANPAICK COMMITTEE,
INC.

1213 W. NIGEMAY %0

CROMWLEY, LA 70526

& T g phebiih o (e | (T

JOSEPR ALLEW JoNM
1213 ¥. FIGEAY %0
CROMLEY, LA 70326
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INSTRUCTIONS
1 Typs or prvd iegebly I biack Nk

2 The asts of the prmary must be nciuded N tem 3 on the cover sheet. f the elechon e ¥ NOL Yot KNOWN, NCRI0e 0w
arucpated year of the &ecton

1 Schedules that Ao not apply should be amated. If a0AOONAl SDACE 13 NSCEESAY. Make copees of the NSeded scheduiss and
man & the appropnits place.

4 Al ransactons Must be reponad. regardiess of amount. Excepton: In-und ransactons vaksed al $23 or 8es &re NOt reuUIed
10 D8 repOnNed HOWEVE!. SUCCESINVE FaNSachons Mus! be 800ed tOQEHer t0 GNeNMINe whnEther $235 Nas been exceeded

S A campasgn bank aCCOUNt MUK D Mantaned. All CONMNDUBIONS MU D8 JEPCSted M the CMEEYN acCOUL Al expendiLres
musi be Mage by Check Grawn ON the Campagn accourt. Tha check MuEt be MA0e PEYENS 10 § aPechc PErsan and NAoMY
e atyeCt or 3ervices 107 wihuch £ was arswn. Excepbon' A petty cash fund mey De martaned and used ity ependihures of
$100 or eaa that are N0t §Or DEFSONAl SANCES.

& Cash cortriunons i excess of $100 from one SOUrce AUNNQ & CaleNCEY year &re Drohbieed A Cash COrtrTasr MUt DO Qiven
& recegX conaseng his NAMSe. A0GMEES. SOCIN SSCLITY NUMDEr aNd SIQNENS. and the N and GxACt SMOUNT of e COrartatian.
m-mm.u-p 8 copy of the recept.

7 A recard must De kapt fOr every Tansachon. Nciuding the sae of bckets 10 undrmeng everts The sale of & UChat © &
ANramng event & reponed as any other contnbuton. Excepbon: 1N the case of 4 MNP TINSACKON FvOMNY T aae of
Camosgn paraphemasa for $25 or S, NO NECONd NBed be ket exCent the 0l AMOWTTE reCened and depoated and the lec
N such AMOWT was recCanved from such sale. The total amowrt B reponed on Line J of the Summary Pags.

8 The foliowwng contnbubon IMits apEly: $5,000 mayor office candkdates. $2. 500 astnct ofics candeames. and $1.000 any aher
ofice CanchOmtes. YOU My NO! aCCHNt MO than your COMbubon IMt YoM 0N SCUICS Per Secton. YOu My NOt S0oat
CONMOUBONS oM PErsons SUDEAMTAY Nterested N the gamng Ndustry The prMery and general &M CONMOMred wo SEpErElD
escnons. Whan caicustng whether the amits have been reeched. CLEIENGNG DENA. SNOOrMEMErts Of GUIFTFESSS ON DI,
4nd corertausons must be added togsther. The mis do not apEly 10 the CANKOEe's Use of s Cwn AUNaS OF 10 CONFELGONS
mads by recognezed pOlhcal PAMNES Of ther COMMIess. The TS GO PPy 10 CONNDUDONS MACS Ly MMy MEeMbers and legal

. Qrimes cenad by the cantdate of hes tamey members. The hmts mey De JoubIsd when the Coranbasor & 8 POBRCEl COrMYYSS
wah over 250 members who COnbutad at isast $50 to the commiies dunng the precedNg CAISNON Yoy The COMINERSe MRt
heve certied thatl € Meeats this MaMDErsiup reqUINEMant on &3 annual Stmemant of Organzason. The aMOES RCENEdD Fam
a8 poiitical COMITEtess COMDNSd My N0t @xCesd the Jolowng imis: $50.000 mayor office canchasies. $38,.000 et offios
cancames. and $10.000 any other office candidates. These agQregate imsts apply to DOth the prvynary and OenNeral SlecEons
aombened

£ The e ths elechor™ as used YOUgh this form refers to the penod from the dme of first DECOWNg 8 CANGAES Whe day
he first CONNBUEON WS SCORpIRd. the first expendiire Made. or the date of QUENicAtON to ruN 107 =108, wisChever came g
Frough the cloang e of The QUATEN repot.

iamannuwhwwmeqW'

11 A candicime may repornt tvough & principel campagn committes. The use of & commMtes ® SNCUy optonal. § 8 CoNVAES
» wmed the canchcle must fie a “Dsssgnanon of Prncipal Campasgn Committes * The com mties must s & Stmsement of
Grganzason n Jaruary of each year ¢ will have over $500 in financal activity. A $100 filng fee must be submiied arrually wilh
each Stmement of Organcration.

12 Coreriumons or ioans n the name of ancther are prohibsed. I funds are Made svaiabie to a candidete’s Campaign by &
JErson who was loansd thoss funds Dy a $hurd panty, the neme of the third paty Must siso De dectosed.

11 Expercinses mate by & pubic relasons firm, an advertiang aoency or agent for the campagn must be reponed 1 the
CHNpET T VAN recyaares of any such expendires ¥e It ..wed to be reponsd on Scheduse E-1 of ¥us repan.

14 Bpendhsss. Ochuding any resnbursemant of Costs. 10 L-Te0r_; 10 TENBPON votars to the polis are prohibeed. Extceptian:
DEyMEres 10 SENEPON VOIers are allowed | Mace 10 a DONA hoe DUS. tha. Of TANSPONARON SErvice duly ECSNBSd of parmilied
v 3 QOVEITYRArESl Grilty.
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SUMMARY PAGE

This Penod

Corsntatons (Schachue A-1)

19, 500, 00

in<and Combugons (Schedule A-2)

W

Campagn paraphamass saies of £25 or jess

-0 -

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS fmmi+2+ 8

19,500.

Other Receges (Schacude A-3)

182.

Losrs Recesved (Schecuse B)

Losn Repsymares Recened (Schadute D)

TOTAL RECEIFTS bLsmde+8+0+D

Expsndiases (Scheauss E-1)

Ouwr Omtasssrmeres (Scheckde €-2)

Loan Repeymerm Made (Schecue B)

Funts Loaned (Screcue 0)

TOTAL OISBURBEMENTS om0+ W0« 11 ¢ 13

73,352.43

Funca on hand & begrveng of mperang pased
1 yyr rr 1 Y r rry;i °r 1 j ¥ ]

387.02

s was receps e perod
.00 b e

75,568.84

1%

Lees WRN ety rwemares T panod
S0 1) e

73,352.43

17

Less nand COrTEAMONS
S § enown

=G =

n

Funas an hand & case of POANg pasiad

2,603.43

R —
Soms Wi fun @0 Auge G el




SUMMARY PAGE (continued)

Ot funds on hano & beginnIng of reporing penod (LINe 14, above), aMOoUrt heid <N VeSSTErEs
¢.e.. ssvngs accoures. CO's. monsy markst lunds, SI0cks, bonads. e)

Ot funcis on hand at ciose of reporung penod (Line 18, above), amourt heid N Fvestents

SPECIAL TRANSACTIONS

Canddste's personal funds
(Use of personal unds as egher a contnbubion Of I0aN 10 the CaMPEDN Shaudd De reponed on
Scheduses A-1 or B)

Cortrbutions recened from political Commitiess
(From Schedulss A-1 and A-2)

Al procesds from the sais of bekets 10 fJunaramng everts
(Recewpts from the sale of tokets are CONribubons and Must 8o De reporned on Schedue A-1)

Procesds from the saie of campagn paraphemalia

(Recepts from the sais of CAmMPAN Parsphemalie &re CONUBONS and MUl A80 De Fepaned
an Scheduls A-1 or Line 3 above)

Expesncitises from petty cash fund
(Mum atso be reponed an Schedule E-1)

) The perscnai use of campEIgN Ands & prohibiied * The uss of CAMPEIEN NS MUSE DS IS0 10 & POBNCE) CISRPEIGN
or !he haiding of a pubic ofice or party posllion. HowWever, CampPaIPN NGs say 08 UESO 10 ERDATES & Candeme for
4m~nmmumun—mnm“mmmunn~mu
soien, Or AEMEQed N CONNECEON with & CaMpaIgn.

) Excass campagn funds may be retumed 10 CONIFASS ON & Pro fala basm, ghven a8 8 charable CONYEXMION &8
provded n 28 USC 170(c). gven 10 a chirabie organiastion as dafined in 28 USC 8501€)(N). apentsd ; auppen o or
“opposiion 10 a proposhion, pollionl paryy, or candidacy of Sy PENON, OF MAFNANed IN 2 S8gFEQEINU AN 1Br LSS N AN
policsl CAmMPaINS O acivEy reltind 10 prepasing for ulse candidacy 1 acive olice.

Nﬂ-m«n-m_dwu-ummum“mnuum 8
—T 17— Yy




SCHEDULE A-1:

CONTRIBUTIONS (other than In-Kind Contributions)

The foliowang F¥OMAEDON MUt be provided for all CONtMDUIOTS (0 YO CAMPaGN dUNNQ this repOorNg Penod. excet
inund conbusons. NforMEtion on N-und conbutions B reporad on SCHEDULE A-2 INJOND ccntnasuvxx«s':
Colusmn 1. check I the CONILADY 8 & POIKICEl COMYTHIes Or & Party COMMKss. ANy personal funds & candidite Contntxtes
to hes Campagn Must be repored on this schedule. Personal funds a candidese loans 10 Nis CAMPAN should be reponea
on Schecudes 3. For aNONYMOUS COMrDULONE. see Schedule F. Towals and subtotals & bozom of PEQe &re ooLONA
Comgpiston of totais and SUDLOLAE Mey Ml 1N CAICLIENNG tOtals thal Must be reponsed on the Summary Page.

1 Neme ans Assvems of Cartruinaas

1&---'-&.-.“
& Dutotny & Ameurdis)

1 Taast tua Elasten

510! KIGHWAY 167

roTa conasry _NC

DOCTOR'S HOSPITAL

OPELOUSAS, LA 705970

SOUTH

sapre e N0

6-28-94

«,000.

o0

COPESTONE, INC.
P.C. BOX $51439

FOMCA. CERRSTI No

LAFAYETTE, LA 70509%-1439
sessry cnaervar _ N0

§-1-Gh

.00

F.O. BOX 18496

CHESAPFAKE OPERATING,

OKLAHOMA CITY, 0%

79«

INC.

ey onasrvar 0

5,000.0

P.Cl. BOX YellT

rasca caasrare N0

B F EXPLORATION & 3L,

senrv caaorvar N0

CLEVELAND, OH  «<lQ]=a727

10-21-9+

———

5.000.

oo

P.0O. BOX 1126
EINICE, LA 70335

soumcn cnasrvar _ NO

ACAZIAN ENVIRONMANTAL

P .
——

INC.

11-7-96

500.

4. BUBTOTAL P page

S TOTAL meagus iy & Ll page & o cohadis)

AIPTOTAL. e papgn

- B

4 COMTRIBU/NONS FROM POLNMCAL COMMTTENR

TOTAL (mempisi enty on last page of D

i i s Gk ags A G

17 pages.




SCHEDULE A-1: CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)

1 Nasme snd Astvess of Contrinaer 2C e A g Penns
o Dunw > Ammsam

L e S
T

4 BTONL. e pagn)

6. YO ampien ey on IS page of Gus suhmthde)

@ COMTRIBUTIONS TR0l POLTEN. COMMITYIRE:

SENORL (his pagn) TOVAL (sumpinte eriy en luml page of B ]
1~y § Y ¥ 1Y

17 _ pagm




SCHEDULE A-2: IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

The f080wINg FICIMEDON Must DS Provaed for all N-KING CONTMOUDONS 10 YOur CaMPEQGN NEMNG 8 MONSLArY Valus N EXCEES
of $25.00. indand CoNrERDONS NCAe e GoNEnon of tNgibie property. the uese of tangible Property. or the services of
empioyess paxi Dy 8 PErEON GHhar than the canchaate or hes bumness. in Column 1. check  the N-and CONNbUIOT & a polical
COMMMee Of a Party COMMIESA. ANy N-land COMNDUBONS 8 CANCKAELS Makes 10 Mus CwN CAMPAIN Must be reported here.
Tatais and subtotais &t boOM of page are opoona/. Compiebon of tOtaS and SUDItAlS My SSEt N CEICUIELING totals that
must be reponed on the SuTvnary Page.

1 Name end Aderens of Careinsw 2 naand C R i Raparang Pened 3 Tetal s Eloston
a Desengberniay & Dutogd

FOSCACORITN" ___ SSYORMSTR®

4 GUETOTAL (e pagn

S TOUAL mampiais anly on B poge o B eshadinl

S CONTRIBUTIONS PRDN POLIMCAL COMMITTERS ORlLY

QUETOTAL e page TOTAL sampiow enty on loml page of B
T s GE8 Fag A OB

| ]
. pages.




SCHEDULE A-3: OTHER RECEIPTS

Thus achadide 8 USed 10 MEPON hose reCHEEs that &re NO! ‘CONNbUBONS™, thal 8. MONes PEd 10 the CamPEPn hat are Not
grven for the purposs of SUPPONING. OPPOMNG Of Gtherwse NALSNCING the NOMINERON OF SaCcEoN Of 8 CANCCES 10 Pubic
office. Exampiss Nchuds rierest or rvestment Ncome. Recepts should be reponed on s schadule only § they Nave ot
bean reponed elaswnere N thes report. The axplanation of the recest should SIS e rEeRON NS PEYTINT Wl MAace 1 the
campagn

1 Name and Aderuss of Sesee 2. Oume 3 bpunsten A Amoen

BELL SOUTH
S5 ANNEX DEPRLIT AFFINS 10,7
ATLANTA, GA 130385-0001 DEPOISIT REMTY] haT

& Yot OREIR AROEFTS Gusing i ;uparting pusted 182.42
i il K= UK Yame Tom S

Page




SCHEDULE B: LOANS RECEIVED

The foliceang FECITIRON MUt D8 Prowded 1or eaCh 0N Or N of redkl receved this reportung pencd. even ¢ & has been '
repasd. Also. CoOmpists Ful SCNSCLES O IDANS FECEMSC 1N PNOS DENOGS that Are st CLEANAING. SEPIrEe I0aNs Must be |
mw.mlmnmmmmtm.mmummmum(
on ths schadule.

1 leame ens attress o Mader

CHRISTOPHER CHARLFS JOHN
P.O. hOX 971
CROWLEY, LA T0527-0971

Gonw G 08 came o GBS @ GASR GUMGA & Gy S has
o - o o e @ e o eeax
Alne. Guin Sw et ¢ tuiiily S CaNh SRENIRG @ GUESTNRY )

1 Nams o ahiens @ ndar a
e SRy

CHRISTOPHFR CHARLES JOWN 10,000, 00
P.C. BOX 971

CROWLEY, LA 70327-0971




SCHEDL'£ B:

LOANS RECEIVED (continued)

1 Neme and astdvess of nnder

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES JOHN

P.0. BOX 971
CROWLEY, LA 70527-0971

2
o O0me® &-]10-99%

-tlem

& Pusven mme “iaps)
o Amsure bewewad® [} 22,000, 00

4 Balanes @ s =0-
*for tnes of sedl, oo B G P v ¢ cult wes by conviied @ tam Sa

ang ER enly o ARIT bty e @ o M
OPFTIONAL. T @ sem

4 Repeymers S penad

Omm Pwass

Erasr 9o Al aene ol cdum o cash PaeA of oy A hen
T isan & e of ek

| -
Asa. siaie B et of Rabilly for canh GRESRS & guSRERNY )

1 Mume and etdbuss of langer

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES JOHN
0. 80X 971

CROWLEY, LA T0527-0971

S
s 200,000, N0

§__195,500,00

*For e of cedi, g0 i Guis Do e of cal? wms et conENg @ A




SCHEDULE B: LOANS RECEIVED

The foSowwing FiONTEBON Must De Provided 1Or each j0an Of NS of Crealt receved Tus repOrTuNgG Pencd. even ¢ | has deen
repmd. AlSO. COMPIS Yus schachie 1Or I0ANS recened N PNOY DENOdS that are otil CUARANAINgG. SEPErEe I0AMNe MUl be |
reported separnitsly, even { from the Same sOuUrce. Any personal flunds a candiciase loans to NS CAMPEQN MUt D8 reporned |
on thus schecuse. l

1 Name end asuvess & lander

CHEISTOPHER CHARLES JOHN
F.O. BOX 971
CROWLEY, LA 70527-097]

Eraw S A8 AEERS anS GRS ¢f G0l SERGR & erlly el has
o - O ek or e of el
Atse. Gums S et @ Mabily Sy aash GAIRRE & GRS )

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES T1OHN
F.u. BOX 97}
CROWLEY, LA 703.°-097)




SCHEDL'.£ B: LOANS RECEIVED (continued)

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES JOHN

?.0. BOX 971

"ROWLEY, LA 70527-0971

2
aDm _ J-h-us

¢ Ameu besuned™

d Baiarse e

£5,000.00

“fer bnee of il gve S Gme P e o ik wes U comnEad @ Gom N
and bl endy e GRSt ety s @ WS 2a

Taw o e

¢ Aepaymerss Y panad
Dam

L ]

fraw Po &) aume and atiums o eash Parass o eslly N has

-
Ame. i B asngs of by

consul S Nan o e of el
a7 cosh anSesser o gumsnsRar )




SCHEDULE C: DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS (OTHER THAN LOANS)

DEBTS OWED B8Y THE CAMPAIGN DEBTS OWED TO THE CAMPAIGN

Use thus scheduis 10 rEpOn afer dstits owed Dy the CAMPEION Or Gelts owed 1O the CAMPaYN. checkunNg the appropnate |
ne above. ¥ the cAMPEYN Nas ePenanced bath fypas of debis. then copy thes page and report tham separmely  Never
combine detits Cwed Dy 8NC JEbIS Owed to an the same page Dedts should De reported on ths SCeALIe Ut reped. When
repsymerts are Maade by e CAMDMQgN a COMESPONAING 6Ny should be made on Scheduwe E-1 General Expsnatures.
Whan repsymearnts are recewed by e CaMPEQN A COMESOONMING ey should be Made on Schedule A3 Other Recepts.

1 Name ene Acdress of Coamine/Outumry Oummneng B |3 Ameuas n | 4 |
1
i
|

1oy

|
i Seppveng e | cured The Peneg

T
|
i




SCHEDULE D: FUNDS LOANED

The 1080wAINg MICMEbON MUt De provided for each 10an or iNe af credtt Maae TV reportng penod. even I & A Desn repad.

Also, compists the scheduis 10r I0ANS Made 1N PNOF Penods tht are il CUIRANCGING. SEpPErEle IDANS MU De rePONed
separaaly. even Il 10 the same DOMower.

1 Nasme end adivems ¢ DaSTwey

CHR1IS JOHMN LEGISLATIVE ACCOUNT
P.0. BOX 971
CROWLEY, LA 70527-097}

fErow o NS name ans “d‘::n--.--

> o e BN of e o el
Alne. Gile The ameurt of hahiily Sy Gash ARGMISEr OF GUErRST )

CHRIS JOHN LEGISLATIVE ACCOUNT
P.0. BOX 971
CROWLEY, LA 70527-0971




SCHEDULE E-1: EXPENDITURES

Use s sChaduie 10 regon yéOMEnon on &l Campegn SXpeNcRures for ths reportng penod. AN "expenditure” B any
payment made for e PUPose of SUDPOMMING yOur GECHON 10 Pubic ofMoe and NCIUCES MOMes SPEMt 10r e CaMPaIgn's
Qeneral OperaNg GPENSSS. ANy PESYMANES Mate thit &re N0t *SEENALLIeS’ should be reponed on SCHEDILE E-2: OTHER
DISBURSEMENTS. Totals ans sutxotais & boom of PAQS are opoonae/ Compistion of tOtals aNd SUDMRAIS MMy asEt 1N
calcuianng totals that must be reportad on the Summary Page.

1 Name ane Aasremn o Rompeert 2 Bpendiires Tws Repereng Pensy
a Dsssnt

8 Pupsssin

NCCC BASEBALL
1000 SOUTH ALLEN
CHANUTE, KS 66720

DONATION

CHEF ROY'S
2307 NORTH PARKERSON 3 DINING
CROWLEY, LA 7052e¢

CROWLEY POST SIGMAL
602 N. PARKERSON 1 ADVERTISING
CROWLEY, LA 7052+

CROWLEY TOWN CLUR
P.O. ROX 54)
CROWLEY, LA 70524

INTERNAL REVENUF SERVIVY
PAYROLL TAXES
MEMPHIS. TN 750!

RAYNT INDEPENDENT
P.0. BOX <28 ADVERTISING
RAYNE, LA 70578

RAYNE ACADIAX TRIBINS
P.O. BOX 260 1-16-96 ADVERTISING
RAYNE, LA 70578

CAMPAIGN FINANCE
8201 INITED PLAZA ®1V7 ., ;- FILING FEE
BATON ROUCE, LA "DMe-" [~

3 SUSTOTAL (estanwd - O gugn

4 TOTAL ptensl - SRS Galy & @l uge & P sshathele)
e o i Rl 08

Page __ 14 @ 17 pegem




SCHEDULE E-1: EXPENDITUREX(Bontinue )

1 Name and Adevass of Reagpure

POSTMASTER
123 EAST JRD ST.
CROWLEY, LA 70516

VAMGELINE BANK & TRUST CO.
529 N. AVENLE ©
CROWLEY, LA 70526

VANGELINE BANK & TRUST CO.
«l% N. AVENLE ¢
CROWLEY, LA 70526

ROWLEY KIWANIS CLUB
P.0O. BOX 581
ROWLEY. LA 705216

SOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC
V10 %N. EASTERN AVE. WATION
CROWLEY, LA 70526

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION
80X <96
LEY LA 70526

KEN GOSS - SHERIFF
COURT CIRCLE
CROWLEY, LA 70526

KC 5499
P.0. BOX 2086 2-28-96 DONATION
CROWLEY, LA 70527

RAYNE LIONS CLUB
508 SOUTH AREMAS
DN RAYNE, LA 70578

2 SLEVOUAL faytiens) - Giid puge)

4 TOUAL aphunsl - cumpisn ey en it page of e cshaduin)
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SCHEDULE E-1: EXPENDITURES

Uie ths schediss 10 repont FNIOMMEBON ON & CAMPeQN EPENCRNS Ir Yus EPOINY PeNod. AN ‘EIPENORSY & any
payrment mace for he purpose of UPPOENG YOUr Slechon 0 pubic aios and NCLOES MOMes Spert for ¥ie CaMPEYN s
Qgeneral COSARING EXPENESs. Afly PEYTNENES MAce that are Nt ‘SPendilres” should be repored an SCHEDULE E-2 OTHER
DISBURSEMENTS. Tatals and subictais &8 bogom of page are ageona’ Coampistion of 10tals and SUDICLAS MBy aaaet N
caicuisting totals Wl Must be reponed on the Summary Page.
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SECRETARY OF STATE
CORP. FILING FEE
BATON ROUGE, LA 70871
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SCHEDULE E-1: EXPENDITUREC (pontinue 1)
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

PRE-MUR:
DATE ACTIVATED

342

10127/97

STAFF MEMBER ] Michael Lehmann

SOURCE: REFERRAL COMPLAINT

RESPONDENTS Chnis John Campaign Commuttee, Inc. and Kenneth Dugas. as treasurer.
Chns John. Robert Cox, Chns John Campaign Committee. Inc. (a.k.a.
Chnis John for Licutenant Governor campaign). Greg Gibson. Doctor’s

Hospital of Opelousas Management, Inc.. Copestone. Inc.

N RELEVANT STATUTES: 2US.C. §§ 434(b)(3). 331b. 441f:
11 CFR §§110.3(d). 110.4.110.10

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED Disclosure Reports
Referral Matenal

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED

None

1 GENERATION OF MATTER

This matter was referred to the Office of General Counsel (hereinafier the “Office™) by
the United Suates Attorney for the Western Distnct of Louisiana.
.  FACTUAL AND LEG L ANALYSIS

A. THELAW

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™), prohibits
contributions or expenditures by national hanks. corporations, or labor organizations with regard
to federal election activity. and prohibits persons or political committees from knowingly

accepting such contributions. 2 U.S.C § 341b.



The Act prohibits persons from making contnbutions in someone elsc’s name. allowing
one's name 1o be used for such a contnbution. knowingly accepuing contnbutions made 1n the
name of another or knowingly assisting either the making or accepting of a contnbution in the
name of another. 2 U.S.C. § 431f Secalso I1 CFR §1104bu!)

Transfers of funds or assets from 1 candidate’s campaign commitiec or account for a
nonfederal election to his or her pnncipal campaign committee or other authonzed commutiee for
a federal election are prohibited 11 CFR § 110.3(d)

The Act also requires political commuttees to file penodic repons of receipts and
disbursements which shall include disclosure of all persons making a contnbution within the
relevant reporting penod 2 U S C § 434(bX3)

Except as provided in 11 CF R §§ 9001, er seq (Presidental Election Campaign Fund
General Election Financing) and 9031. ef scqg (Presidential Election Campaign Fund
Presidential Pnmary Matching Fund). candidates for federal office may make unhimited
expenditures from personal funds 11 CF R § 110 10ta) “Personal funds™ are any assets
which. under applicable state law. at the ime he or she became a candidate. the candidate had
legal nght 10 access or control over. and with respect to which the candidate had erther legal and
nghtful title or an equitable interest 11 CFR § 110 10(b)

B. EACTS

In 1996, Chnis John ran for -- and was clected to -- the United States Congress from the
Seventh District in Louisiana. John had unsuccessfully campaigned for Licutenant Governor in
1995. and his state political commutice. Chns John Campaign Commutice. Inc. (hercinafier “Stase

Committee ™). remained in existence through the 1996 federal elections  During both his 1995




Lieutenant Governor race and his 1996 congressional race, John loaned his political committees
money from his personal funds
On August 28, 1996, United States Attomey Michael D. Skinner spoke with local
attorneys John Bemnhardt and Wade Trahan. Bermnhardt and Trahan indicated that they had
spoken with Joe Chaillot. a former empleyvee of John's congressional campaign (hereinafter
“Federal Committee™) ' Their allegations are best summarized as follows
According to Bemhardt and Trahan. Chaillot had related to them a scheme
whereby federal campaign election laws could perhaps be skirted by the John
campaign by taking corporate contnibutions and or contributions in excess of the
limit, placing those funds in the Chns John for Lieutenant Governor bank account
(John ran for Lieutenant Governor in 1995, loaning his campaign approximately
£300.000.00. which debt 1s still outstanding according to the latest state report).
then withdrawing money from the Lieutenant Governor account and using those

funds 1n the Congressional race

(September 18, 1996 letter from Michael D. Skinner to Lawrence Noble. p 1))

'Both Federal Committee and State Commutiee are named “Chris John Campaign Committee,
Inc.”




S:ate Commutiee reponted receipt of a $4.000 contribution trom Dactor’s Hospital of

Opelousas Management. Inc (hereinafter “Doctor’s Hosputal™) on June 28 1996 " See

1 . - . ~ 4 5
Anachment 21, p 3. Suate Commuttee’s 1996 Candidate Report © State Committee 1n tum repaid

personal funds to Federal Commutiee  See Attachment 22, p. 2. Juiy 13, 1996 Quarterly Report.
Schedule A. “Loans Guaranteed or Made by Candidate ™

Suate Commuttee also reported receipt of a $3.000 contnibution trom Copestone. Inc
on September 2. 1996 See Attachment £1.p 3 State Commuttee in tumn repard John $3.000
owed from a previous loan. see Attachment 21, p 5. and John contributed $3.000 of his personal
funds to Federal Commitiee  Scv Attachment £3. 48 Hour Notice filed by Federal Commuttee
N\ o other informaton 1s avaulable regarding this contnbution

Afier discussing the matter with the Public Integnity section of the Depaniment of Justice.

Shinner referred the matier w0 thus Oflice via letter to General Counsel Lawrence M. Noble in

" The FBI report identifies Greg Gibson as the Chief Executive Officer of “Columbia Hospital ™
Docwor’s Hospstal does business under the name “( olumbia Doctor’s Hospital of Opelousas.™ It
1s 2 subsadiary of EPIC Healthcarc. Inc and i« affiliated with Columbia’liC A Healthcare

Corporation.

* Lowssana political commitiees are required to file an annual repornt -- complete through
December 31t of the previous vear -- by Februan 15th La Rev. Stat. Ann. § 18:1491 .6E.




September 1996. On October 27, 1997, the present case was activated Thus Office received a
copy of State Committee’s 1996 Candidate Report from the Louisiana Board of Ethics in
December 1997.

o ANALYSIS

Based on Chaillot’s statements. both John and certain employees of Federal Commuttee
may have arranged that any funds used to repay State Commuttee’s debt to John would end up as
contributions from John to Federal Commuttee  The corporate contnibutors also may have been
aware that contributions 1o State Committee would be helpfu! 10 John 1n his current federal
campaign and this may even have been a mouvating factor for the contnbutions to State
Commuittee. However. a donor’s mere hope. or even “intent.” that contnbutions to retire debt
from a previous campaign will indirectly aid a candidate 1n his or her current federal election
campaign does not render them contnbutions to the federal committee Cf MUR 4000 (Fisher).
First General Counsel’s Report. p 13 ("[T]ying these legal acts together -- jegal contnbutions for
debt retirement and legal contnibutions made by a candidate -- does not make either the
contributions or the nexus illegal ™)

The referral matenals do not indicate that the corporate donors had been informed that
their contributions would flow through the State Commutiee into the Federal Commitice. In
addition. the referral matenals do not indicate that (1) that the contributions from Doctor s
Hospital and Copestone. Inc. to State Commutice were conditioned on State Commitice repaying
its debt to John or (2) that, after contnbuting to State Committee. the corporate donors directed
the money in any way. Accordingly. there is no indication in the referral materials that Doctor's

Hospital's and Copestone, Inc.’s contributions were anything other than legitimate contributions




to State Committee, regardless of what John chose to do with the debt repayments from State
Committee.

The Commission recently found no reason to believe that the Act had been violated in a
similar matter. MUR 4314 (Sherman). MUR 4314 involved a candidate fundraising for his state
commitiees at the same time as his federal campaign. The candidate used money from
repayment of loans from his state committees to contribute to his federal campaign The
Commission concluded that the repayment of bona fide outstanding loans constituted personal
funds of a candidate which he could contribute to his federal campaign, finding no reason to
believe the repayments and contributions were illegal transfers from his state committees to his
federal committiee. See 11 C.F.R. § 110.3(d).

Based on all of the information set forth above, this Office recommends that the
Commission open 2 MUR and find no reason to believe that Federal Committee and Kenneth
Dugas, as treasurer, Chris John, Robert Cox. State Committee, Doctor’s Hospital (or Greg

Gibson) or Copestone, Inc. violated the Act in connection with the referral in Pre-MUR 342.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Open a MUR.

Find no reason to believe that Chris John Campaign Committee, Inc. and Kenneth
Dugas, as treasurer, Chris John. Robert Cox. Chns John Campaign Commirtee.
Inc. (ak.a. Chris John for Lieutenant Governor campaign). Greg Gibson, Doctor's
Hospital of Opelousas Management. Inc. or Copestone. Inc violated the Act in
connection with the referral in Pre-MUR 342.

Approve the appropnate leners.
Close the file.

Lawtence M. Noble
General Counsel

Date Lois G. Lefner

Associate General Counsel

Atachments

-

5

Sute Committee’s 1996 Candidate Repont
Quarterly Report and Schedule A (July 15, 1996)
48 Hour Nouce

Staff Assigned J Michael Lehmann




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

LAWRENCE M. NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM MARJORIE W. EMMONS/VENESHE FEREBEE-VINE
COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 1998

SUBJECT: Pre-MUR - 342 - First General Counsel's Report
dated February 23, 1998.

The above-captioned document was circulated to the Commission
on _Tuesday, February 24, 1998.
Objection(s) have been received from the Commissioner(s) as

indicated by the name(s) checked below:

Commissioner Aikens
Commissioner EHiott
Commissioner McDonald
Commissioner McGarry

Commissioner Thomas




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Chris John Campaign Committee, Inc. and Pre-MUR 342 NUR Y775
Kenneth Dugas, as treasurer; Chris John,
Robert Cox, Chris John Campaign
Committee, Inc. (a.k.a. Chris John for
Lieutenant Governor campaign); Greg
Gibson; Doctor's Hospital of Opelousas
Management, Inc; Copestone, Inc.

N et o g N g N g it

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on February 27, 1998, the
Commission decided by a vote of 4-1 to take the following
actions in Pre-MUR 342:

L Open a MUR.

Find no reason to believe that Chris John
Campaign Committee, Inc. and Kenneth Dugas,
as treasurer, Chris John, Robert Cox, Chris
John Campaign Committee, Inc. (a.k.a. Chris
John for Lieutenant Governor campaign), Greg
Gibson, Doctor's Hospital of Opelousas
Management, Inc. or Copestone, Inc. violated
the Act in connection with the referral in
Pre-MUR 342.

Approve the appropriate letters, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated February 23, 1998.

(continued)




Federal Election Commission
Certification for Pre-MUR 342
February 27, 1998

Close the file.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, and McGarry voted

affirmatively for the decision. Commissioner Thomas dissented.

Attest:

rjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Tues., Feb. 24, 1998
Circulated to the Commission: Tues., Feb. 24,
Deadline for vote: Fri., Feb. 27,

1:36 p.m.
1998 4:00 p.m.
1998 4:00 p.m.

1rd




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

March 17, 1998

Daryl Doise, CEO

Doctor’s Hospital of Opelousas Mgmt., Inc.
504 Highway 167 South

Opelousas, LA 70570

RE: MUR 4725
Dear Mr. Doise:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that Doctor’s Hospital of Opelousas Mgmt., Inc. may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reason to believe
that Doctor’s Hospital of Opelousas Mgmt , Inc. violated the Act in connection with the
above-referenced refesral and closed the file. Consequently, the confidentiality
provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter is now public. In
addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30 days,
this could occur at amy time following certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish
to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do 0 as
soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your
additional materials, sny permissible submissions will be added to the public record wpon
receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

%@i‘:‘.@w




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, D C 20463

March 17, 1998
James M. Hutchison, CEO
Copestone, Inc.
1001 Pinhook Rd.
Suite 105
Lafayette, LA 70508

RE: MUR 4725
Dear Mr. Hutchison:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that Copestone, Inc. may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reason to believe
that Copestone, Inc. violated the Act in connection with the above-referenced referral and
closed the file. Consequently, the confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition, although the complete file must
be placed on the public record within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
cettification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as possible. While the file
may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional materials, any
permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

%Ww

Attorney

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

March 17, 1998

Robert Cox
P.O. Box 53548
Lafayette, LA 70505

RE: MUR 4725

Dear Mr. Cox:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Westem District of Louisiana,

advising the Commission that you may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reason to believe
that you violated the Act in connection with the above-referenced referral and closed the
file. Consequently, the confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer
apply and this matter is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be
placed on the public record within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do 30 as soon as possible. While the file
may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional materials, amy
permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,
ehouk o f

Attorney




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DU 20463

March 17, 1998

Gregory Gibson
Rt. 1 Box 76 B 69
Opelousas. LA 70570
RE: MUR 4725

Dear Mr. Gibson:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attomney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that you may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred maternial, the Commission found no reason to believe
that you violated the Act in connection with the above-referenced referral and closed the
file. Consequently, the confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer
apply and this matter is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be
placed on the public record within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as possible. While the file
may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional materials, any
permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt.

[f you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.
Sincerely,
J. Michael Lehmann : [
Attorney

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

March 17, 1998

The Honorable Chris John
P.O. Box 971
Crowley, LA 70527
RE: MUR 4725

Dear Mr. John:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that you may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reason to believe
that you violated the Act in connection with the above-referenced referral and closed the
file. Consequently, the confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer
apply and this matter is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be
placed on the public record within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as possible. While the file
may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional materiale, any
permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.
Attomcy

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, D C. 2046)

March 17, 1998

Joseph A. John, Chairman

Chris John for Congress Committee, Inc.
1213 W. Highway 90

Crowley, LA 70526

RE: MUR 4725
Dear Mr. John:

On September 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that Chris John for Congress Committee, Inc. (“the
Committee™) and Joseph A. John, Chairman, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reasoa to believe
that the Committee and Joseph A. John, Chairman, violated the Act in connection with
the above-referenced referral and closed the file. Consequently, the confidentiality
provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter is now public. In
addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30 days,
this could occur st any time following certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish
to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so as
soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon
receipt.

If you have amy questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON D C 20463

March 17, 1998
Kenneth Dugas, Treasurer
Chris John for Congress Committee, Inc.
P.O. Box 971
Crowley, LA 70527

RE: MUR 4725
Dear Mr. Dugas:

On Scptember 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received a referral
from Michael D. Skinner, United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana,
advising the Commission that Chris John for Congress Committee, Inc. (“the
Committee™) and Kenneth Dugas, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

After reviewing the referred material, the Commission found no reason to believe
that the Committee and Kenneth Dugas, as treasurer, violated the Act in connection with
the above-referenced refexral and closed the file. Consequently, the confidentiality
provisions at 2 US.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter is now public. In
addition, although the compiete file must be placed on the public record within 30 days,
this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish
to submit sny factual or legal materials 10 appear on the public record, plesse do 30 as
soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record befiore receiving your
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon
receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

?fml*?i’:.,,id?‘““"/litm




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

March 17, 1998

Michael D. Skinner, Esquire
United States Attorney
Western District of Louisiana
United States Courthouse
300 Fannin Street, Suite 3201
Shreveport, LA 71101-3068
RE: MUR 4725

Dear Mr. Skinner:

This is in reference to the matter involving Chris John for Congress Committee,
Inc., which your office referred to the Federal Election Commission on September 23,
1996.

On February 27, 1998, the Commission reviewed the information contaimed in the
referral and found no reason to believe that the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended, was violated. Accordingly, on that date, the Commission closed its file in
this matter. This matter will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping the Commission mcet its enforcessent
responsibilities under the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as ameaded. If you

have any questions, please contact J. Michael Lehmann, the attomey assigned to this
matter, at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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