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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 472 (77)

Gulf Oil Corporation

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on February 1, 1978, the

Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation

of the General Counsel to close the file in the above-captioned

matter.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens,

Harris, Staebler, Thomson, and Tiernan. Commissioner Springer

was not present at the time of the vote.

Accordingly, the file in this matter has been closed.

SeMarjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIISSION

January 17, 1978EXCTVSSIO

In the Matter of MR42(7

Gulf Oil Corporation

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

ALLEGAT IONS

The UPI reported on November 14, 1977, that

$229,500 in fines were imposed on Gulf Oil

Corporation for bringing money across L.S. borders

for illegal campaign contributions.

ANALYSIS

The "Watergate cases" in 1973 uncovered illegal

political contributions made by the Gulf Oil

Corporation from the early 1960's to the early 19701s.

Claude C. Wild, the former director of Gulf's

Governmental Relations office, was the individual

primarily responsible for the corporate contributions.

Before the Senate Watergate Committee, Wild testified

that Gulf contributed $100,000 to the ComwIttee

to Re-Elect the President, $10,000 to Senator

Henry Jackson, and $15,000 to Congressman Wilbur Mills.
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In November 1973, Wild and Gulf pleaded guilty to vio-

lating 18 U.S.C. §610 and were fined $1,000 and $5,000

respectively. Since that time, the Securities and

Exchange Commission obtained an injunction against the

officers of Gulf which led to the repla~cement of four

of its top officers. Claude Wild is still a defendant

in an SEC case, and Robert Ryan of the SEC stated that

the SEC plans to grant immunity to Mr. Wild for his

testimony as to who received the funds.

In December 1975, Gulf filed with the Securities

and Exchange Commission a report of the Special Review

Committee of Gulf's Board of Directors which investi-

gated the use of corporate funds for contributions,

gifts, entertainment or other e;xpenses related to

political activity. The "NcCloy Report" revealed that

contributions and payments by Gulf in excess of $72

cr- million had been made, much of which arose from

surreptitious transfers of Gulf funds to and from a

Gulf subsidiary known as Bahamas Exploration Company

Ltd., located in Nassau. The McCloy Report did not

reveal any contributions to Federal candidates after

1972.

We have no indication that Gulf has continued

any illegal political activity. Neither Gulf nor any

of its subsidiaries maintain a political action commit-

tee at this time.
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In view of the criminal prosecution, we believe

that this file should be closed.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Close the file.

/

Date William C. Oldaer
General Counsel

9-
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December 7, 1977

MEMORANDUM

FROM:

SUBJECT:

TO: CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS 1g(

MUR 472 (77) - First General Counsel's Report

The above-mentioned document was circulated to the

Commissioners on December 5, 1977.

No objections were received to the report.
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December 5', .1977

MEMORANDUM TO? Marge ftmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 472

Please have the attached 7 Day Report on MUR 472

distributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-objection

ba*is.

Thank you.

0
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, DERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION

MUR NO. 472
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC

ATTORNEY Donaldson

COM PLAINANT' S NAME:

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

RELEVANT STATUTE:

IN4ERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

The UPI

fines were im

%." money across

Gulf Oil Corporation

2 U.S.C. §441b, §441e

None

Treasury Department

Securities & Exchange Commission

SU2MARY OF ALLEGATIONS

reported on November 14, 1977 that $229,500

posed on Gulf Oil Corporation for bringing

US. borders for illegal campaign contributions.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

2 U.S.C. §441b states it is unlawful for any corpora-

tion to make a contributiop in connection with any election

to any political office. In addition, 2 U.S.C. §441e prohi-

bits a foreign national, directly or through any other person,

to make any contribution in connection with an election to

any political office.
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No specific violations of the Act were specifically

set forth in the UPI report. We have contacted the

Treasury Department and the Securities and Exchange Commuission

to obtain further information on this matter, and we expect

to receive further information in about two weeks.

RECOMMENDAT ION

We make no recommendation at this -time.
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