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BACKGROUND:

Failure to Timely File the 1996 12 Day Pre-General and 30 Day Post-General
Reports

The Valley Citizens for Accountability (“the Committee™) failed to timely
file the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report of Receipts and Disbursements covering
the period from October 1, 1996 to November 25, 1996. On December 29, 1995,
September 30 and November 8. 1996, Prior Notices were sent to the Committee
informing it that the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report was due on December 5,
1996 (Attachments 2. 3 and 4). A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the Committee via
mailgram on January 6, 1997 (Attachment 5).

The Commuttee filed the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report on February 7,
1997 (Attachment 6). which disclosed $4,413.47 in independent expenditures
duning the 12 Day Pre-General reporting pertod (10/1/96-10/16/96), thus requiring
the filing of such a Report ( Attachment 7).




Attachment ¢#1

‘ FEDEMAL ELECTIGN COMISSION
1955~ 19%
COMITTEE [NDEX OF DISCLOSURE DOCUMENTS - (C)

8 OF  NICROFILA
COVERAGE DATES PAGES  LOCATION
TYPE OF FILER

VALLEY CITIZENS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY 1D SCOOZ39WA6  NON-PARTY MON-QUALIFIED
COMMECTED ORGANIZATION  MONE

1995 STATENENT OF ORGANIZATION - AMEMDIENT b6SEPYS 2 5FEL/3%/13
R1D-VEAR REPORT 1JAN9S -WJUNSS 1) SFEC/988/3510
YERR-END 1JULYS -31DECYS 9 SEFECANNIE

1996 2% HOUF COMTRIBUTIOW MOTICE 290(T% 2 9FEC/125/32

2% HOUF CONTRIBUTIOM MOTICE V% 3 SFEC/128/1898

AP QUARTER - 1JAN36 -JINAR% 3 FBFEC/INS/M333

JULY QURRTERLY 1APRSG - TN 2% BFEC/066/290%

5T LETTER INFORMATIONAL NOTICE 1APRS6 -MJUNSE 7 FBFEC/077/154!

OCTOBER QUARRTERLY 1JUL -NSEPE 5 BFECAR/7TR

POCT - GENERR. 100796 - SMOVSE 13 SPFEC/1BV/BIMG

N0 ICE OF FAILURE TO FiLE 10CT% -2W0V36 2 97FEC/185/1973
YERR-ZNC SNOV3E - § S7FEC/18%/1118

1997 MISCEL.ANEOUZ MOTICE FROM FEC DIANS? 3 S7FEC/163/3608

e 8S TOTAL PRGES

r-=z Have Been Reviewed.
:h-on-Hand as of 12/31/96: ‘EL

Jbligations Owed to the Committee as of 12/31/96:

= and Obligations Owed by the Committee as of 12/31/96:




Attachment 2

’ <.Paqe 1 of 2

YEAR-END

REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS . Deceaber 29, 199§

WRO NUST PILE ,
Party committees and PACs (nonconnected coamittees and separate

segregated funds) must file a Year-End Report on January 31, 1996.
REPORY CONTENT AND DATRS

1. Semiannual Pilers

— ERG./CREY.
RATLING r
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD® DATE*® Nx;:nc

Year-End 07/01 -

Semiannual filers sust disclose financial activity that occ
from July 1 through Deceaber 31, 1995, on their Y!lt-lnd lo:;::?

II. Ronthly FPilers

“NRY./CERY.
RAILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD® DATE® ¢ 3:::«;

Year-End 13/01 -

nonthly filers must disclose financial activity from De
through December 31, 1995, on their Year-End l!port. -t

CHANGE IN PILING FREQUENCY
Coamittees wishing to change their tcgorttng schedule (for example,

from semiannual to monthly) aust notify the Commission in wr
vhen they file their next report due under their current rop:::?:q
schedule. Committees may change their filing freQuencies no more
than once per calendar year.

LABEL
Comaittees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to

Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be made on the label.

CORPLIANCE
Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all

reports on time. Pallure to do so is subject to enforcement
sction. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-PEC foras
(except for PEC approved computer generated forms) -711 be required

to retfile.

TThese dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting
go:lod. A reporting period alvays begins the day after tK: closing
ate of the last report filed. If the comaittee is nev and has not
previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity
that occurred before the committee registered.

.c..Kort. sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked
by the mailing date; othervise, they must be received by the filing

date.
(over)




Attachment 2
Page 2 of 2

PARTIES AND PACS

1996 FILING SCHEDULE

I. Quarterly Pilers

REPORT REPORTING PERIOD® DATEe®

April -

July 04/01/,96 - 06/30/96 07/18,96¢

October 07,/01/96 - 09/30/96 10/15%/,9¢

Pre-General 10,/01/,96 - 10/16/96 10/21/9¢
12/05/96

24 Bour chortl"'
10/17/96 - 11/25/96
01/31/97

11/26/96 - 12/31/96

12/05/96

Post-General
01/31/97

Year-gnd

I11. PMonthly Pilers

REU.7CERT.

RAILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD® tDATR® ¢

ebruary -
March 02/01/96 - 02/29/96 03/20/96

April
May
June
July
August

September

October

03/01/96
04/01/96
05/01/96
06/01/96
07/01/96
08/01/96
09/01/96

03/31/96
04/30/96
05/31/96
06/30/96
07/31/96
08/31/96
09/30/96

04/20/96
05/20/,96
06/20/96
07/20/96
08/20/96
09/20/96
10/20/96

08/20/96
09/20/96
10/20/96

10/24/96

12/05/96
01/31/97

10/01/96 10/16/96 10/21/96
24 Bour Reportge®®eaa..

10/17/96 11/25/96 12/08/96

11/26/96 - 12/31/96 01/31/97

Pre-General

Post-General
Year-End

TThese dates indicate the beginning and the end of the re cting
eriod. A reporting period alwvays begins the day after tK: closing
ate of the last report filed. 1If the committee is newv and has not

previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity

that occurred before the coamittee registered.

orts sent by registered or certified majil must be postmarked

teRe
gc mailing date; othervise, they must be received by the tiling

by t
date.

eseePACs that make independent expenditures aggregating $1,000 or
more after the 20th day, but aore than 24 hours go!oro the election
sust file 24 Hour Reports. Party committees may not sake

independent expenditures.
POR INFORMATION, CALL: 800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420
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iN!RAL !LlCTlou' Attachment

REPORT NOTICE &

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

[N ]

PARTIES AND PACS September 30, 1996
b ALL RONTELY PILERS
ART./TERY.
RAILING PILING
REPORT REPORTING RERIOD® DATE®® DATE
fTe=- nera.J & - /S ba /
Pcst-General 10717796 - 11/25/4B6€ 12/05 /96 12/05/96
I3 QUARTERLY PILERS THAT MAKE GENERAL ELECTION CONTRIBUTIONS OR
EXPENDITURES PROM OCTOBER 1 IHROUGE OCTOBER 16
: -
BAILING PILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIQD® DATE®® DATE
Pre-Genera. - Va. = ¢ S -
Pcei-GCeneral 10717 /89€6 - 11/25/9¢ 12/05 /8¢ 12/05/9¢
o QUARTERLY FILERS TRAT DO."OT MAKE GENERAL ELECTION
CONTRIBUTIONS OR EXPENDITURES FRORM OCTYOBER 1 TRROUGE
OCTOBER l6ene —
ARG, /CERT.
MAILING PFILING
REPORT REPORTING PER1OD* DATE e DATE
OBT-LENEeTAL Py - ot - . 8

WHC MUST FILE

Party committees and PAls must follov the above charts in order to
determ:ne whether they must file a report 12 days before the genersl
election on Noveaber (the Pre-General Report). All Party
committees and PACs, regardless of financial activity, sust £ile a
report 30 days after the general election (the Post-<Usnetal Bleotioca
Report).

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting
period. A reporting period always begins ‘the day after the closing
date of the last report filed. 1If the committee is new and has not
previously filed a report, the first report must cover all sctivity
that occurred before the committee registered.

eeReports sent registered or certifisd mail must be postsarked by
the mailing date; othervise, they must be received by the filing
daze.

seeommittess tha: made general election contributions or
expenditures before October 1 and did not previously report thes
sust alsc follow Chart 1I reporting requirements.

(over)




ttachment 3
page 2 of 2

PARTIES AND PACS PRE/POST GENERAL ELECTION

24 BOUR REPORT ON INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES

Any PAC that makes indcgondont expenditures uggtogating $1,000 or
more during the period beginning October 17 and ending November 3
must report them within 24 hours.

LABEL

Committees should affix the pesl-off label from the envelope to Line
1l of the report. Corrections should be made on the label.

COMPLIANCE

Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all
reports on time. PFailure to 4o so is subject to enforcement action.
Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC forms (except
for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be required to
refile.

POR INPORMATION, CALL: $800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420




' ' Attachment #4
GENERAL ELECTIO

REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

I@ REMINDER REMINDER REMINDER

November 8, 1996

All party committees and PACs (nonconnected committees

and separate segregated funds) must file a Post-General

Election Report. Reports sent by registered or certified mail
must be postmarked by the mailing date (December 5,
1996); otherwise, they must be received by the filing date
(December 5, 1996). FEC Form 3X is enclosed.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: 800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420
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(This is a copy of the text of a mailgram sent to the committee
listed below on January 6, 1997.)

Bruce B. Sanborn, Treasurer

Valley Citizens for Accountability
P.O. Box 1057

Reedley, CA 93654

Identification Number: C00299446
Reference: 30 Day Post-General Report (10/1/96-11/25/96)
Dear Mr. Sanborn:

It has come to the attention of ¢the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission") that your committee may be in
violation of 2 U.S.C. S§434(a) for failing to file the above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements. You were
previously notified of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report immediately with
the Federal Election. Commission, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC
204€3 (or with the Secretary of the Senate). A copy of the report
cr its relevant portions should also be filed with the Secretary
cf State or equivalent state officer. 11 CFR §§108.2, 108.3,
108.4

Although the Commission may i{nitiate an audit or legal
enforcement action concerning this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

I1f you have any questions, please contact J.P. Andre’ on our
toll-free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (2-.)
219-3580.

Sincerely,

John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division




EPORT OF RECEI D DISBURSEMENTS

For Other Than An Authorized :: Aftachment ©
(Summary Page) “ Pagd 1l of 2

1 MMI (n hal) Miy s000w
VQ“!Y Citizes -FOP ACMQ&‘“"\I iﬂ 14 ” 35 l". 91

[ ADORESS (number and sireet) | [j—mﬁp—m'm—

P O Bex los7 2 FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

CITY. STATE and ZIP CODE C00a99 44,

?QQJ\C—-' CA qy,sq 3 [J T commities has qualtfied as & multicandidate

committes (see FEC FORM 1M)

4. TYPE OF REPORT

(@) Apni 15 Quartienty Repon Monthy Report Dus On
= O Feoey20 [ Juw20 O
[_July 15 Quantenty Repon O Mach 20 C w20 C
i 0O Apr20 0O Auvgus 2¢ 0O
__Oct@o"SOt.u‘!wlwof. O May 20 ) Sepiember 20 ]
[J-anuary 31 Year Enc Report (] Twem cay re00n praceding

~uty 37 Mhd Yea' Repon (Non-eiection Yeas Only) elector on

5 Thrtiofh day repon fouowing !ne General Eiection on
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4, olc.oo |3 8R2%3.00
42384.9( |$ 9092%.9¢8

b}  Cash or Mand at Begnning of Reporing Pertod .............

Yol Recepis /from Line 19) ...
Subtota m.mﬁ(u;n.(c)'ucdmlw
Lines 6(a} and 6{c) for Column B) .. e i

32%2.35 (¢ 32382.3¢%

- 0 - For frthar infermafion santact:
Federy Eiscaen Cormemuann

Cash or Hand at Close of Reporung Pertod (eublrect Line 7 from Uine 8(€)) ...

Detts and Ovbgatons Owed TO the Corunilies
(Memze ol on Schodule T and/or SCheAUR D) ..o e

Debdts and Obligations Owed BY the Commilies 900 £ Swest. NW
(Remuze ol on Schedule C andvor Bcheduse D) ................ Washngion, OC 30463

M Tearhy Pal Thave sxamined e Feport and 1o e basl of my nowledge sd bese ¥ & troe, dareci| 107 BO43-KX
and complete Locael 200-219-3420

Type of Prrt Name of Tressures
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5
$
$

- 0

NOTE Submssion of 1aise. erronecus. or incompleie informelion may subject the person spning the Report o the penatties of 2 U 8.C. §437g.

FEC FORM 3X
boent 30
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Federal Election Commission

ENVELOPE REPLACEMENT PAGE
FOR INCOMING DOCUMENTS

The Commission has added this page to the end of this flling to indicate
how it was received.

OATE OF
Hand Delivered "

First Class Mail

Registered/Certified Mail

No Postmark

Postmark lliegible

DATE OF RECEIPT
Received from the House Office of Records

and Registration

Received from the Senate Office of Public

Records

Other (Specity):

PREPARER
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street. N.W
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT msr"vﬁ

RAD REFERRAL. 97NF-11
DATE ACTIVATED: November 14, 1997

STAFF MEMBER  Mary L. Taksar
Deborah L Rice

SOURCE INTERNALLY GENERATED
RESPONDENTS Valley Citizens for Accountability and Dolores T. Petersen, as treasurer
RELEVANT STATUTE 2US.C g43HaxdnAiai) and an
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED Disclosure Reports
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED None

GENERATION OF MATTER

The Reports Analysis Division ("RAD™) referred the Valley Citizens tor Accountability
(“the Commuttee™) and 1ts treasurer to the Office of the General Counsel on Apnl 18, 1997, The
hasis for the RAD referral 1s the tailure of the Committee to file the 1996 12 Day Pre-General
Report and to timely file the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report.
I. FA"JUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Based on the Factual and Legal Analyvsis, see Attachment 1, this Office recommends that
the Commussion find reason to believe the respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(11) and

(111)







M)

Open a MUR.

F & Find reason to believe Valley Citizens for Accountability and Dolores T. Petersen.
as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(AXii) and (iii). and enter into conciliation prior to a
finding of probable cause to believe.

Approve the attached Factual and Legal Analysis.




CO | SO

Approve the attached proposed concihiation agreement
Approve the appropriate letter

l awrence \1 \lll:!r'

Creneral Counsel

Lois

Associate General Counsel

\rttachments
1

Factual and Legal Analysis
Proposed agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of {}|(}/-ﬂ [{’/ 7*

Valley Citizens for Accountability RAD Referral
and Dolores T. Petersen, as treasurer. #97NFP-11

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on December 25, 1997, the
Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following
actions in RAD Referral #97NF-11:

i i Open a MUR.

Find reason to believe Valley Citizens for
Accountability and Doclores T. Petersen, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §

434 (a) (4) (A) (ii1) and (iii), and enter into

conciliation prior to a finding of probable
cause to believe.

Approve the Factual and Legal Analysis, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated December 11, 1997.

Approve the proposed conciliation agreement,
as recommended in the General Counsel's
Report dated December 11, 1997.

(continued)




Federal Election Commission

Certification for RAD Referral #97NF-11
December 29, 1997

Approve the appropriate letter, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated December 11, 1997.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

A
41 4 o

L g Co
./~ Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Fri., Dec. 12, 1997 11:23 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Mon., Dec. 15, 1997 11:00 a.m.
Deadline for vote: Tues., Dec. 30, 1997 4:00 p.m.

lrd
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FEDERAL FLEC TIHON C ONMAISSION

WASHIANG TON [0 Jodn s

January 7, 1998

Dolores T Petersen, Treasurer
Valley Citizens for Accountability
Post Office Box 1105

Orange Cove, Cahiforma 93646

RE MUR 4707

Dear Ms. Petersen

On December 29, 1997, the Federal Elecuon Commussion found that there is reason to
believe Valley Citizens for Accountability ("Commuttee”) and you. as treasurer, violated 2 U S ¢
§ 434(a)(3A)() and (1), provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). The Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for the Commussion's findings.
1s attached for your information

You may submit any factual or legal materials that you believe are relevant to the
Commission's consideration of this matter. Please submit such matenals to the General
Counsel's Office within |5 days of your receipt of this letter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. In the absence of additional information, the Commission may
find probable cause to beheve that a violation has occurred and proceed with conciliation. '

In order to expedite the resolution of this matter, the Commission has also decided to
offer to enter into negotiations directed towards reaching a conciliation agreement in settlement
of this matter prior to a finding of probable cause to believe. Enclosed is a conciliation
agreement that the Commission has approved.

If you are interested in expediting the resolution of this matter by pursuing preprobable
cause conciliation, and if you agree with the provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign
and return the agreement, along with the civil penalty, to the Commussion. In light of the fact
that conciliation negotiations, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, are limited to a
maximum of 30 days. you should respond to this notification as soon as possible.

Requests for extensions of ime will not be routinely granted. Requests must be made in
writing at least five days prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause must be
demonstrated. In addition, the Office of the General Counsel ordinarily will not give extensions
beyond 20 days.

2 i A
(IR KT N

Bl INFORME




Valley Citizens for Acco‘lily '

Page 2

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the Commission
by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address, and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(aX4XB) and
437g(a)}12XA), unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

For your information, we have attached a bnief description of the Commission’s
procedures for handling possible violations of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact
Deborah Rice. the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Teon V.0 ukens

Joan . Aikens
Chairman

Enclosures
Factual and l.egal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Form
Conciliation Agreement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

RESPONDENTS: Valley Citizens for Accountability MUR: 4707
and Dolores T. Petersen, as treasurer

This matter was generated based on information ascertained by the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission"”) in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory
responsibilities. Seg 2 US.C. § 437g(aX2)

A.  THELAW

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (““the Act™), requires that all
political committees other than authorized committees of a candidate shall file a pre-election
report, which shall be filed no later than the 12th day before (or posted by registered or certified
mailed no later than the 15th day before) any election in which the committee makes a
contribution to or expenditure on behalf of a candidate in such election, and which shall be
complete as of the 20th day before the election, and a post-general election report, which shall be

filed no later than the 30th day after the general election and which shall be complete as of the

20th day after such general election. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(ii) and (1ii).

B. THE FACTS

The Valley Citizens for Accountability (“the Committee™) is a political committee that is
not an authorized committee of a candidate. Dolores T. Petersen is the current treasurer of the
Committee and Bruce B. Sanborn was the treasurer of the Committee until March 1997. The
Commuttee elected to file its reports with the Commission on a quarterly basis.

I'he Committee failed to timely file the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report of Receipts and

Disbursements covering the period from October 17, 1996 to November 25, 1996.




L g g

On December 29, 1995, September 30 and November 8, 1996, Prior Notices were sent to the
Commuittee informing them that the 1996 30 Day Post-General Report was due on December §,
1996 and that the coverage dates for the 30 Day Post-General were from October 17, 1996 to
November 25, 1996. A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the Committee via mailgram on January 6,
1997

I'he Commuttee filed its 1996 30 Day Post-General Report on February 7, 1997, 64 days
late. T'he report filed covered the penod from October 1, 1996 1o November 5, 1996 instead of

the required coverage period from October 17, 1996 to November 25, 1996. This report

disclosed $4.411 10 in independent expenditures duning the 12 Day Pre-General reporting period

(October 1, 1996 to October 16, 1996), thus requiring the filing of a 12 Day Pre-General Repont
The Commattee falled to file a 12 Day Pre-General Report but disclosed the $2.750.00 in receipts
and $4.411.10 1n disbursements made during the 12 Day Pre-General peniod in its 30 Day Post-
General Report. 106 days late.
The Commuttee filed its 1996 Year-End Report covering the penod from November 6,

1996 to December 31, 1996 instead of the required coverage period from November 26, 1996 to
December 31, 1996. Therefore, the remainder of the coverage period for the 30 Day Post-
General Report (November 6, 1996 through November 25, 1996) was included in the
Committee’s Year-End Report The Committee had $38.300.00 in receipts and $40,666.50 in
disbursements during the time period for the 30 Day Post-General Report and consequently,
these receipts and disbursements were reported 64 days late

Therefore. there 1s reason to believe Valley Citizens for Accountability and Dolores T.

Petersen, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)A)(11) and (111).




Federal Elecuon Commission lanuary 14, 199K
D09} Street. NW

Washimgton, [ € 20465

Attn Joan D Aikens

Dear loan

Fhis Jetter 15n response to MUR 4707, dated January 70 1998 | am the tounder of the
croup Valley Citizens tor Accountakility . (VO AL a volunteer group of ciizens in the Central
\alley ot Calitorma VO A 1s made up of volunteers, most ot which have httle or no prior '
poliucal expenence

On Junuary 14,1 spoke with Deborah Rice about MUR 4707, and she suggested [ wote
this letter o vou explaming our case -

['he repornts tor 1996 were filed by our tormer treasurer, Bruce Sanborn. a retired € PA
who sutters from Multiple Sclerosis Mr Sanborn ottered his services as treasurer without am
prior experience with political campaign tilings His wite had to help him till out the repons. and
between them neither were aware of the election vear requirements tor filing

[ etters requestng the late filings were sent to Mr. Sanborn. and he did. to the best of my
recollection, till out the reports albent late. In February of 1997 Mr. Sanborn apologeucalls
informed me ot the late filings. and requested he be replaced as treasurer in so far as he was
unahle to tulfill that role adequately

[n March ot 1997 [ asked my mother to take the treasurer position and she agreed to do
so- Dolores Petersen. tmy mother). has filed the 1997 reports on ume and | believe correctly

In Feb March of 1997 | called the FEC to check up on the late filings as per Mr. Sanbom
At that tme the person | spoke with said that since the required repons were tiled. albent fate. and
1f the reports tor 1997 were on tme, we would not tace any penalues. as we were not habitually
or flagrantly violating the campaign filing laws

Our intentions have alwavs been to comply fully with the requirements ot the FEC codes.

It vou have any questions, please call me at (209 626-7860. as | desire to recuty this

situation as soon as possible. Thank vou tor vour consideration

Simserely.

/
Aliﬁ\f \ H\_’,,i

- - /J ~—

John Rankin




Federal Elechon Commassion January 28, 199K
QOO P Street. NW

Woashington, DO, 20465

Atn Mary Taksar

Dear Man

[ spoke wath Deborah Rice todas and she intormed me ot the decision 1o impose a tine on
\alley Citizens tor Accountabihity £ VO A tor fate hings (MUR 4707). We received a letter
dated lanuary 7. 1998, intorming us about tiling violations | had responded with a letter
detathing miigatng circumstances that | beheve ment consideration
he treasurer responsible tor the late filings was a volunteer, not a protessional. pad
pohitical treasurer. He tried his best to comphy with the election code. but his condition. multiple
sclerosis, made v ditticult tor him to serve in that capacity adeguately  He did not express any
problems with his ability or the tilings until February of 1997 when he apologetically stepped
down from the treasurer s posiion. At that ume [ was made aware of the late tilings and
contacted the FEC 1o see how we could resolve the situation
At that ume. an intormation specialist intormed me that since we had tiled the reponts.
that there would not be any further action taken provided tuture reports were filed on
with this, as we should have all along
Ao 1s notan arm ot any pohitcal party. We act independently to promote
i to our geographic area We have no brilhiant strategists who tlaunt campaign
laws i order to achieve an objective We Jo not seek contributions that are laundered through
other sources 1o accomplish an air ot legiimacy We simply brought torward an issue. asted for
donations to broadcast it. and filed the reports as required by law  There 1s no ongoing
tundrarsing tor our group. and 1t you look at our latest report vou will find that we have raised -0-
in contributions in this last reportung period

It ] can be of any further assistance, please call me at (209) 626-7866

/

} /
— ("‘ \-"—’X__,
“John Rankin




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WALSHINGTION D 20468

May 18, 1998

TWO WAY MEMORANDUM

TO: OGC Docket

FROM: Raosa E. Swinton /ES
Accounting Technician

SUBJECT  Account Determination for Funds Received

We recently received a check from Valley Citizens for Accountability,
check number 178, dated May 14, 1998, for the amount of , 1,250.00. A
copy of the check and any correspondcnce 15 being forwarded. Please indicate
below which a account the funds should be deposited and give the MUR/Case
number and name associated with the deposit.

T S T S TS S ST ST S T TS EESNESXIEEENEESEEEE S XS

Rosa E. Swinton Leslie D. Brown
Accounung Technician Disbursing Technician

OGC Docket

SUBJECT Disposiuon of Funds Received

In reference to the above check in the amount of $ | ABC.00 , the
MU /Case numbcr is_41-T ____ and in the name of
Gt 2o e For foecwnia bbb __. Place this deposit in the
accoun /

indicate d below:

v Budget Cleanng Account (OGC), 95F3875.16
Civil Penalues Account, 95-1099.160

Other

Signature
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION [
81 LG
In the Matter of )
) MUR 4707

Valley Citizens for Accountability
and Dolores T Petersen. as Treasurer )
GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
BACKGROUND

Attached s a conciliation agreement which has been signed by John Rankin, founder of

Valley Citizens for Accountability

A check for $1.250 00 was received
on Mav 18, 1998
I RECOMMENDATIONS

! Accept the attached concihiation agreement with Valley Citizens for Accountability
and Dolores T Petersen, as Treasurer

2 Close the file
Approve the appropnate letter

Lawrence M Noble
General Counsel

s7/an/4g S0
Date Lois G L¢mer

Associate General Counsel

Attachments
1--Conciliation Agreement
2--Photocopy of civil penalty check

Staff Assigned Mary L Taksar
Deborah L Rice




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Valley Citizens for Accountability
and Dolores T. Petersen, as treasurer.

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on June 2, 1998, the
Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following
actions in MUR 4707:
L Accept the conciliation agreement with Valley
Citizens for Accountability and Dolores T.
Petersen, as Treasurer, as recommended in the
General Counsel's Report dated May 27, 1998.
Close the file.
Approve the appropriate letter, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated May 27, 1998.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

- : A
L-3-78 eve 2 Lpnotena
Dat Marjorie W. Emmons
Secrasary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Thurs., May 28, 1998 11:33 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Thurs., May 28, 1998 4:00 p.m.
Deadline for vote: Tues., June 02, 1998 4:00 p.m.

lrd




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D C 20463

Mr John Rankin

Valley Citizens for Accountability
Post Office Box 1105

Orange Cove, California 93646

June 9, 1998

RE  MUR 4707
Valley Citizens for Accountability

Dear Mr Rankin

On June 2, 1998, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation
agreement and civil penalty submitted on your behalf in settlement of a violation of 2 U S C
§434(a)(4)(ii) and (iii), provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act") Accordingly, the file has been closed in this matter

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U S C § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter is
now public In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30
days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commuission's vote If you wish to
submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt

Information derived in connection with any conciliation attempt will not become public
without the written consent of the respondent and the Commission. See 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)4)(B). The enclosed conciliation agreement, however, will become a part of the public
record.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed conciliation agreement for your files.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650

Sincerely,

Deborah L Rice
Paralegal Specialist

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Har 18 1l Y

MUR 4707

In the Matter ot

Valley Citizens for Accountability
and Dolores T. Petersen. as 1reasurer

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT
Fhis matter was imuated by the Federal Flecuon Comnussion ("Commussion™), pursuang to
intormation ascertamed i the normal course ot carry ing out 1ts supervisory responstbilities. The
Commussion found reason to believe that Valley Citizens for Accountabihity and Delores T.

Petersen, as treasurer. ("Respondents” ) violated 2 U S C 8 4343candwA ) and ().

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commussion and the Respondents. having participated in

mtormal methods of conciliation. prior to a finding of probable cause 1o hehieve, do hereby agree
as tollows

[ The Commussion has yurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of this
proceeding. and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
Y43 Tga)dA N

II. Respondents have had a reasonable opportumity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter

[II. Respondents enter voluntanly into this agreement with the Commission.

IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

1. Valley Citizens tor Accountability (“the Committee™) is a political committee
within the meaning of 2 US C. § 431(4), and 15 not the authonized committee of any candidate.
[he Commuttee elected to file its reports with the Commission on quarterly basis.

2. Dolores T. Petersen 1 the current treasurer of Valley Citizens for
Accountability Committee.

-

3. Bruce B. Sanborn was the treasurer of the Committee until March 1997.




4 The Federal Flection Campairgn Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™), requires
that all pohiucal committees other than authorized committees of a candidate shall file a pre-
clection report, which shall be tile no later than the 12th day before (or posted by registered or
certified matled no later than the 15th dav betorer any election in which the committee makes a
contribution to or expenditure on behalt of a candrdate in such election, and which shall be
complete as ot the 20th day betore the election. and a post-general election report, which shall be
tiled no later than the 30th day atter the general election and which shall be complete as of the
20th day after such general election 21 SO g 4334 A ) and ()

S The Commuttee tiled its 1996 30 Day Post-General Report on February 7. 1997,
64 davs late The report tiled covered the peniod trom October 1. 1996 to November 3, 1996
instead of the required coverage period trom October 17, 1996 to November 25, 1996. This report
disclosed $4.411 10 mn independent expenditures duning the 12 Day Pre-General reporting period
1October 1. 1996 to October 16, [996), thus requinng the tiling ot a 12 Day Pre-General Report
[he Commuttee tailed to file a 12 Day Pre-General Report but disclosed the $2,750.00 in receipts
and $4.411 10 1n disbursements made Juring the 12 Day Pre-General peniod in its 30 Day Post-
General Report, 106 days late

6. The Committee tiled its 1996 Year-End Report covering the period from
November 6. 1996 to December 31, 1996 instead ot the required coverage peniod from
November 26. 1996 to December 31, 1996. Therefore, the remainder of the coverage period for
the 30 Day Post-General Report (November 6. 1996 through November 25, 1996) was included in
the Committee’s Year-knd Report. The Committee had $38.300.00 in receipts and $40,666.50 in
disbursements during the ume penod for the 30 Day Post-General Report and consequently, these
receipts and disbursements were reported 64 days late.

V. The Respondents failed to umely file the 1996 12 Day Pre-General Report and the
1996 30 Day Post-General Report, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(aX4)XAXii) and (iii).
V1 Respondents wall pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the amount

of Twelve Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($1,250.00), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)SXA).




VI The Commussion, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U S € § 437g(an )
concerning the matters at issue herein or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. 1t the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been
violated, 1t may mstitute a cvil action tor rehief in the United States Distniet Court for the Distnict
ol Columbia

VI This agreement shall become ettective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commussion has approved the entire agreement

X Respondents shall have no more than 30 davs from the date this agreement becomes
eftective to comply with and implement the requirement contatned n this agreement and to so
notity the Commuission.

X This Concihiation Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties on
the matters raised heremn. and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either wnitten or oral.
made by erther party or by agents of either party, that 1s not contained in this wnitten agreement

shall be enforceable
FOR THE COMMISSION

Lawrence M. Nobie
General Counsel

b SN0 A et
BY: Xea \ X oAt
L.ois G. Lemer
Associate General Counsel

FOR THE RESPONDENTS

s’
S—

(Name)

(Position)






