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2250 M Street, NW
Washington. [DC 20037
November 10. 1997

Office of~ieneral Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 F Street. N W
Washington. 1) 20463

To whomn it ma' concern'.

Recently. I became aware of the possible violation of Federal election la\%. I wanted-to
immediatelv bring this to y-our attention so that appropriate action can be taken.

I am a practicing attorney in Washington. DC. I have %%Titten several articles on various
issues. including one on taxation of the internet w~hich wa published on an internet distribution
list which concentrates on technology issues. When this article was distributed online, it
included my email address. A Mir. Robert McGee of the Dumont Institute in Dumont, New
Jersey contacted me and asked me to submit the article for possible publication in one of the
Institute's annual publications. Last week. I was informed by Mr. McGee that he wished to
include the article, and one other that I had written, in the Institute's publications.

Before agreeing. I decided to run an online search concerning the Institute. Finding their
mission statement and wvebsite potentially too anti -government for my tastes, I ran a search on
the web on Mr. McGee. I was horrified to find an article that he had written entitled "A Cheap
way to cut off aid to Israel." In addition to being highly negative about Israel and the US in
general. the article seems to explicitly encourage and offer to aid in the violation of US election
laws.

The article. located at the web site "http://www.ptimes.com/articies.htm nchor2O9388,
bears Mr. McGee's name, his position at the Dumont Institute, and a disturbing call to have
foreign contributors skirt or violate US law. It solicits ftunds from foreign nationals. In says, in
relevant part: "A word of caution. though. It is sometimes illegal for foreigners to contribute to
American politicians ... But there are ways around the law."

You are more expert than I in matters such as these, but this would seem to indicate that
Mr. McGee is advocating the violation of US election laws. I don't know if he himself has done
so. or has helped foreign donors to do so, or if he speaks for the Libertarian Party. I do know that
this at the very least violates the spirit of our campaign laws.

I leave this matter in your hands. I felt it my duty as a citizen and an officer of the court
to report this potential violation to you.



S S
Please feel free to call upon me at any time should you need more information. I can he

reached at (202) 457-6000.

Very sincerely yours.

Jonathan [David Robbins

Attachments

cc: Joseph Britt. Director
New% Jersey' Division of Elections
20 West State Street
P.O. Box 304
Trenton. New Jersey 08625



~) FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
iV .0.6 qon, DC 2046

November 18, 1997

Jonathan David Robbins
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Dear Mr. Robbins:

This is to acknwledge receipt on November 12, 1997, of your leftr ded Novme 10
1997. The Federal Election CapinAct of 1971 , as amended and Comn n I s Regulatioa
require that the contents of a compa- n meet certain specific requiremntsu. O()=ofte
requirements is that a complaint be n= to and signed in the p res eoce of a Roomy publi god
notarized. Your letter did not contain a notarization on your signatre and w sno poperly
sworn to.

in order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear beasr a Roomry that the
contents of your cop aintre to the best of your knowledge The Rooy nouat ev 1 Put as
pant of the jurat that such swearing occurred The preferred form is *uamg ii -kmm. to
before me on this day of 19. A statement by thenRotutomy dalado s
sworn to an sbrbd before him/lwr also will be ufficleuL we momlbloivd e dta

these equiree~is ys ~,buwe me not- stautoily eyonwmdt11iwal
handling of a wople action Unless ail the statutory aftiu~ we ~ 2 U.S.C.

S437g.

Plem sf tha b mow 'will mun" cmdu d ra 1s

I-oftd wllb bmm" ailsm 15 dystoswdt l
compli s ntcorrecied, lb Mie wil be cloud mid no additioal otll F,60

to the rsodns



Enclosed is a Comiso brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint' 0 hop this materia
will be helpful to you should you wish to file a legally suffickien copli wit ---Cmluo
If you have any questions coc ,nn this matter, pleas contect me at (202) 219-3410.

Retha Dixon
Docket Chief

Enclosur

cc: Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research

3e,



November 21, 1997

Ms. Retha Dixon
D)ocket Chief
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street. NW
Washington. DC 20463

Re: Corrected Submission

[)ear Ms. Dixon:

Per our discussion, enclosed please find a copy of my complaint against Mr. McGee. Per
your instructions. I have had the complaint notarized.

Please let me know if there is anything further that I need to do. I can be reached at (202)
45 7-6000. Thank you again.

Very sincerely yours,



November 20, 1997

Office oftieneral Counsel
Fecderal ElIection Commission
9199 E Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463

Re: Complaint

To Whom It May Concern:

Recently. I became aware of the possible violation of Federal election law. 1 wanted to
immediately bring this to your attention so that appropriate action can be taken.

I am a practicing attorney in Washington, D.C. I have written several articles on various
issues. including one on taxation of the internet which was published on an inu disribution

* list which concentrates on technology issues. When this article was distributed oin, it
included my e-mail address. A Mr. Robert McGee of the Dumont Institute in Dumwn, New
Jersey contacted me and asked me to submit the article for possible pbIcatio in OWe of the
Institute's annual publications. Last week I wa informed by Mr. McGee diat he Whe 10
include the article, and one othe tho I bad vnit, in the hutiiies p~ct

Before agreeing, I deckded to muan oline searc cometa b~ W FIn sf
mission statement and webste pota itIify too uti-govenmen for my ta I ran a ase w on
the web on Mr. McGee. I was horrified to find an article that be had written entitled "A Cheap
way to cut off aid to Israel." In addition to being highly negative about Iusad ad doe US.
general, the article seems to explictly sacoaurage and ofte to aid in the violati of US elcton
laws.

The article, located at the web sle "lhp/ww w.p tn~cm/Sr utbwiuuggNgS
bears Mr. McGee's name, Ws poeitio at the Dmiwut huduuis ad a I *II ,I
foreign contributors skirt or violate US law. It solicits fwxls fiom foreig n alLo It am. in
relevant part: "A word of caution, thiough. It is vsome times, illegal for frigmers to cotrb 1
American politicians ... But there an wap I4 .w lw.*



You are more expert than I in matters such as these, but this would seem to indicate that
Mr. McGee is advocating the violation of US election laws. I don't know if he himself has done
so. or has helped foreign donors to do so. or if he speaks for the Libertarian Party. I do know that
this at the very least violates the spirit of our campaign laws.

I leave this matter in your hands. I felt it my duty as a citizen and an officer of the court
to report this potential violation to you.

Please feel free to call upon me at any time should need more information. I can be
reached at (202) 457-6000.

Very sincerely yours,

'Jonathan David Robbins

Attachments

cc: Joseph Brit, Director
New Jersey Division of Elections
20 West State Stret
P.O. Box 304
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

I O swartat the coateta of thh mlam are tret % he badt of my kebp

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this ~/ 4 day ofI~j 1997.
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Sabra and Shatila massacre go away," said the 27-year-old Munir. "And that is knowing
that the Palestinian children growing up in the camps today, as I did many years ago, can
live a life of dignity and respect among their fellow Lebanese."

*The author is a freelance writer on Middle East issues

I back to the top 1

A cheap way to cut off aid to Israel

By Robert W. McGee*

A Washington, DC-based group called the Council for the National Interest scheduled a
irc oWahntnon2-25 October. The theme was END AID TO ISRAEL. It is
too early to tell how effective the march was, since the spigot that pours billions of
dollars into Israel - about 10% of its GDP -- continues to flow unabated.- But the effort
is a step in the right direction. Giving U.S. tax dollars to the opesve Israeli

gvernment will not sto until American politicians feel they have to look ove their
shmuuldes to see if anyone is noticing their support for Israel and its anti-hmaon rights
agenda. They have to be made to feel guilty for their andmeto irfdcayduty
to Ameican voters to support only policies that are in America's best ine s Uf thee is
no ognzdopposition, the various Israeli lobbyists will continue to havecwpet
ownshipU rights over the U.S. Congress. Thus, events that'ices public awenpss of
the human rights abuses, going on in occupied Palestine awe *Iporut-.

It is a wel-kown fakct dot Awcnvowes wre among the least
Cn where vot as &uniu tayof* o t saom

mu' tnws, ad an alumingmt~ of vorson o even kw st
wtx , rereen the in Cogrs.ha eigthe case, marches as WashNgton

C eall the more- -mportan because of the high visibility that elvision Rear
proids.But achieving high tlvision visibiity for an issue tha mo W=s a L'

car abmat is not as efciea a multi-dimensional campaign aimed at mnkfg a basic-in policy.

l bane asu~o a ver cost-effectiv ad non-violet au
A td RAMEMI- liU whcusm naigt =a ad am.

mlonto S200 i1ion, which is much less th a h billions of daiwa "a As*
govem IunI spend atiualy on national defense.

1i~~~~~e- LO -Ad*-mm --fi.inwi th S



Articles & enanysd ht Ww-Ptimesxo/articu.hro38

That~~ disatifacionwa by the relative success of ss Perot, who was able to
gain millions of votes even though he didn't really have a political party behind him. He
proved that it is possible to personally fund a national presidential campaign bid. He
might have actually won the 1992 election if he had not dropped out of the race, then
jumped back in, which had the effect of destroying his credibility and halting the
momentum that had been building for months in his favour.

Here is my suggestion: Send money to support the Libertarian Party. The Libertarian
Party is the third-largest political party in the United States. It was the only third party to
qualify to be on the ballot in all 50 states for each of the last two presidential elections. It
is the only major party that is against giving aid to Israel.

The next presidential election is scheduled for November in the year 2000. If the
Libertarian Party can collect about $ 100 million by then, it will be able to wage an
effective national campaign. Even if it doesn't win the election, there is still a good
chance that America's foreign aid policy will change. After all, the Socialist Party was
the most successful political party in 20th century America, even though it never won a
major election. It was successful because the two major political parties adopted most of
its platforms. The same could very well happen with the Libertarian Party in the 21st

- century. Even if the Libertarian Party does not win in 2000, it is entirely possible that the
Democratic and Republican parties will adopt most of its party platforms if it makes a
strong showing in the election.

A word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for foreigners to contribute to
American politicians, as was hbigblighed by thesr-audals involving Asian contributions

-,to the Democratic Party lutthere are ways around the aw o it is possible that just one
Arab billionaire could hel chne hgoe o is orby coIbuigamal
$ 100 million or so. Or perhaps 10 Arab multi -millionaires could get together and
contribute just $ 10 million or $ 15 million each. That's all it would take for the
Libertarian Party to wage a national media campaign. Isn't it worth trying, since every
other means has failed?

*Prof. Robert W. McGee is the President of The Dumont Institute for F~bb Nilcy
Research, Dumnont, NJ- USA- http:/www~dumontinst.com

I back to the top-I

The Netanyahu phenomenon: Is it the beginning of the ead?
By Azzana Tamimi*
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[ffJasi's Triumphant Return to Ga- By Khalid Ainayreb

M~]m I d Misha al to Palestine Times: Hamas has enough reasons to continue
occ-upation resistance- By Mahinoud Al Khatlb

F KNOW YOUR ENEMY: Netanyah- By John Hartung

earn - By Ghada Kbouri

[9-] A cheap) way to cut off aid to Israe- By Robert W. McGee

[_]The Netanyahu phenomenon: Is it the beginning of the end?- By Aun.m Tamimi

FCNetanvahu and his circus of clowns- By Annette Winfrey

Flo~ A Critique of an Allegedly Pro-Palestinian Liberal Agenda- By Ibrahim Ailoush

[]When is Terror Not Terror?- Commentay- By Michael A. Hoffman II

[]The Continuing! War Against Ira: An Arabist View- By Ibrahim Aeuh

[ hAmrcan Media is Ch1gn. Slowly - By Ray Hananin

(]Where's Freedom of SpehBy IeAn Win"re Snyyed

ME Nm remor & gI ghtyjhii By Robe FMrk

FS] When the Sandal is on the Other Fo-By Ray Hanana

[1-Jfkv.jfln dthe Iron I - By L Yagh

&j re Palestinian Villages Occimie and byouald1 Israel in 194&. By Dr. W.
ldi (Part 10)



Welcome to the Dumont InstitutlJ/w.utitcm

Welcome to the Dumont Institute for Public
Policy Research

236 Johnson Avemu4 Te:(201) 5014374
Duinot NJ 076281I Fax: (201) 387-0744

USA emani v BLCI

e Mission Statement

e Board of Directors and Advisors

9 List of Experts

e Publications

e World's Smallest Political Quiz

e Interesting Links

President: Robert W. McGee

h"p:fhvww.&=o@fiwtCOM/



Mission Statement
The Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research is firmly grounded in the principles of individual
freedom, a tradition personified by Thomas Jefferson and America's other Founding Fathers. T7hese
principles include:

" recognition of inalienable individual rights and the dignity and worth of each individual
" protection of those rights through the institutions of individual private property, contract and the

rule of law
" voluntarism in all human relations
" the self-ordering market, fire trade, fr-ee migration and peace

The Institute neither seeks nor accepts government funds. Programns, research, publications and
operations are supported through the generous contributions received from foundations, corporations,
partnerships and individuals.

Return to Home Pae
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Board and Advisors
Board of Directors
Robert W. McGeeb@A gan =
Chairman of the Board
President, Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research

John Galandak
President
Foundation for Free Enterprise

Murray Sabrin
President
Alliance for a Taxfr-ee America

Advisory Board
D.T. Armentano, University of Hartford
Doug Bandow, The Cato Institute
Walter E. Block, College of the Holy Cross

-' Peter Boettke, New York University
Antony Flew, University of Reading (Emeritus)
Bettina Bien Greaves, Foundation for Economic Education
Hans-Hermann Hoppe, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

* Steve Horwitz St. Lawrence University
Tibor R. Machan, Auburn University
Yuri N. Maltsev, Carthage College

* Steve Pejovich, Texas A&M University
Andrea Millen Rich, Lasissez Faire Books
Joseph T. Salerno, Pace University

Jeremy Shearmur, Australian National University
Fred L. Smith, Jr., Competitive Ent-rpris Inttt

Walter E. Williams, George Mason University
Gary Wolftrm, Hillsdale College

71771: (i:

Boord and Advisors
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Publications
Policy Analyses

e Pollution Trading Permits as a Half-Way Solution
* Antidumpina Laws: A Bright Future for a Bad Idea
* When Is Tax Evasion Unethical?
* The Phi losochy of Trade Protectionism. Its Costs and Its Implications
e The Case for an Absolute Right of Negative Association
e Some Thoughts on Acid Rain, the Clean Air Act and Implications for Acid Rain Policy in the

V SA and Europe
e Should the La%% Favor Consumers or Producers? A Look at the Effects of Protectionist Trade

Policies
e Why Trade Deficits Don't Matter
* Protectionism and Morality
o U.S. Trade Policy Toward the Peo12le'Is Republic of China: Some Thoughts and Suggesions
e A Solution to the Education Crisis
o Dwarf Tossing~ Bans Vilolate Human Rights
o rnnciples-of Taxation for Peo Ic Who Have Princi Ie

Policy Briefs
9 GATT as a Club of Protectionists
* Arab Terrorism: Causes and Cure
e The Minimum Wagze and the Contract Clause
e The Moral Case To Abolish Estate. Gift and Inheritance Taxes
e The Moral Case To Abolish Social Security Now

* Working Papers
Sorry, but we don't have any Working Papers yet. We will soon.

7 Occasional Papers
Sorry, but we don't have any Occasional Papers yet. We will soon.

Dumont Institute Review of Books
Our first issue will be out soon.

Books
We are working on a few things and will have them listed heme shortly.

Journal of Accounting, Ethics & Public Policy
Subscription Information A one-yea subscriio (4 isues) is $S0 domestic, $70 hro*)

Author Guidelines

Pubbcabms2



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

November 26, 1997

Jonathan David Robbins, Esq.
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. Robbins:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 24, 1997, of your complaint alleging
possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended. Thw

-) respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five business days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, pleas forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be notarized md sworn to in the
same nmaner as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4703. P~m er
to this number in all futre coammnications. For your information, we bane atahed a WrWe
desciption of the Commission's rceue for handling complaints.

) Sincerely,

CentraP Enfoemau Df

Procedfures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

November 26, 1997

Robert W. McGee, President
Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research
236 Johnson Avenue
Dumont, NJ 07628

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. McGee:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you and the

Dumont institute for Public Policy Research may have violated the Fedal Electio Campaign

Act of 197 1, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed& We have nmee

this matter MUR 4703. Pleas refer to this number in all future coren dn.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writ thelt no setio should
be taken against you and the Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research in dd mr. 0P Plea=
submit any fwtual or legal materials which you believe are relevat to the Co 2 alaysas

of this matter. Where aprpitstatemn ots should be smiedunder o@& Yo mo Ps
which should be add-ressa--d to the General Counsers Office, must be miab A wI oIII Is days of
receipt of this letter. if no r esp onseP is received within 15 dayst the Comuo aw eke fther
action based on the available inonunon.

This Omr wil tern..cddta i cara wh 2 UA.
5 43 7g(&XI12"A N)W m t OR Cm uim V
made -dac If yo handw b upud y~ dat aeti
Commission by codstn theoucosd hax sta the unse d In mbvOf
such counsel, and authorig such counsel to receive amy nofifications ad
communications from the Co mo.



If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer H. Boyt at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

F. ~4~~(

F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Atuwney
Central Enforcertiezi Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



AGENDA DOCUMENT t X98-13

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION F-
In the Matter of) 

m3

) CASE CLOSURES UNDER
) ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low

priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System

(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

11. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

El'S was created to identify pending cases which, due to the leghof thler

pendncyin inactive status or the lower priority of the issues rald i*

mate~ atiw to othe reseWPntl pending before the CommkoukwW-4

warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket CD

vIaluae each inmg matter using Commissionapproved crileri Ihd

resut in a nueia rat of each case.

aosing cam pu

Commisionto focus its limited resources on more important cams pri



20

pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 16 case that do

not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.' The attachment to

this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors

leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further

pursue the matter.

B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcem ent relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and

referrals to ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more

remote in time usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to

the fact that the evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it

ages. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity

also has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated

community. In recognition of this fact. El'S provides us with the means to identify

thsecae which remained

unasignd fr asigif-ant period due to a lack of staff resources for effective

194. ga on. The utlt fcmecn ninvestigation declins ni 11a

age.uuiMtheyemch apoiaw actmationfof acase would not e.

Of the CoMin IMuCes.

*bM 1. O W MUS 4M1(w4~e) MWt 4M4 (M ad A.t hmCOOP~ t UM 41 (S Imr CAMmguus MW 40 (Fftnif 5d/ 1A 0-m U MIS 4M CA &M~ret A - MLM fl (PWM4 VjW=
ftft MURt 4W 0w SjM"Vw ca.w.3 MUR 4M1 (Siam13 CA"e -WW

UM. AVI fir Cge, MW uWA 405 (Sqr= - MwCmwuUR 4M ON 'a
Corn WMIS 4N (DSjin&e im/"w Mi1v) PnumMU (fttWfiWr



We have identified cases which have remained on the Central

Enforcement Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We

recommend 27 of these cases be closed. 3 Nine of these cases were part of the so-

called "Major %" cases that have not been able to be activated due to a lack of

resources to effectively pursue them in a timely fashion.' Since the time period

rendering them stale has now passed, we recommend their closure at this time.

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases lasted below, effective February 24, 199. Owaing

1hm cm"a MWU 4M PIW* rat o $A..WuSu MM 4 W (A .L-~
4372 -ks Dawbc m# UL 0RR J4~ kf 4 w~ Tee. L..ine blUR 4472 fcmufnlnm.) bUM 4Wm (t*..id Dminb- $#A&n Ceinui Caiwwe) bR 4ON (NH Dersawsa qNCeunft) bl1UR 4W (Jrqrfrw M*umW:). MLR 45K O*&wfsiw Seu.ft bUR 4545 (b"ite.(Uu
blUR 4570 (Calgmmw.. Anwew Seaee.,& Mt.R 4571 (.%*vtflu Cinwse Cau...e4e UM 4W2(g3O&A I 8bw DMem)bUR 49m (at Careqjfisw hi~ 495 I0mgsfor Ceugue,. &M(C.gmsnm G"P*m bUM 09 Omw N*W Tr*'e.u.) WAR 49" (Aub~s InknoI- U~(Deur IV h~pwww) blUR 40h (Ckwt"Na~eo o(OlUd..* bUR~ 4602 (W"TU.V jbmgilwM.a Cmmgeumt bUM 40(Owm~ C*Aieumi PwM 3* (Cin. . PW*=bmU~d 0---0%NF4*OSmbm Pw Carffuuu. BAD %LP12 IA~ Deovutwr FPtjA ed lAD "MMR.A

Is 1hm cm aw. U M e IOS w ft oIpf A6uW9 &ME W2 U*R& &=no0" &AewmfJw Tie. Lmftt MWU 4M7 (Cou ing to bce huMM bR04 (Akbm =hSuit C""h C.uwfr MMU 4M0 (.%W Dvwuweh SM&t "iv C..umer) MMU 4W (ft** MAW*
blUR amK (%&am fw Snow. wndblR 4S"(bfiauue").



these cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the

necessary time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective February 24, 1998, and

approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:

RAD %NF-09
RAD %L-12

3. RAD 97NF-02
4. Pre-MUR 346

5. Pre-MUR 356

B. Take no action, close the file effective March 2.1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

1. MUR 4350
2. MUR 4355
3. MUR 4372
4. MUR 4394
5. MUR 4472
6. MUR 4483
7. MUR 4504
8. ML1R 4507
9. MUR 4509
10. MIJR 4565
11. MUR 43- U
I2. M JI 457'1
13. MUR 4572

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.-
23.
24.
25.
26.

MUR 4575
MUR 4585
MUR 4589
MIUR 4592
MUR 4593
MUR 4599
MUR 4601
MLIR 4602
MUR4604
MUR 4
MUR 4631
MUR 461
MUR 4667

27. MUR 4668
28. MUR 4672
29. MUR 4673
30. MUR 4676
31. MUR 4677
32. MU= 4661
33. MUR 4663
34. MUR 46
35. MUR 4UI.,

Lawrence K4 Noble
Genewa Comdwe

Dale

4



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington. DC 20463

MEMRADM

TO. LAWRENCE M. NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM MARJORIE W. EMMONS/UISA R. DAVI11COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE- FEBRUARY 19, 1998

SUBJECT. Case Closures Under Enforcmlent Prioit. Geneal
"7 Counsel's Repout dated February 11, 1998.

The above-captioned document was circulate to t Coxmmissn

on Thursday. February 12.1998

Objection(s) have benreceived from ft Commnissioners)n

indicated by the name(s) check~ed below.

Commmmonerftm

Commiussionr EbkI

Commsine w u

Commssiner McGen"

Commissiner Thames

This matler wi be placed an ft mengo som b'

Psse ntfy us who wi represe your Dwmi befor teC a p



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIISSION

In the Matter of)
Agenda Document

Case Closures Under ) No. X98-13
Enforcement Priority)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. E-omna, recording secretary for

the Federal Election Comission executive session on

February 24, 1998, do hereby certify that the Commission

took the following actions with respect to Agenda

Document No. 198-13:

1. Failed-in a vote of 3-2 to pass a motion
to approve the General Counsel's
recamemndations, subject to amendment of
the closing date in recommendation A to
read March 2. 1998v and subject to deletion
of those cases listed in footnote 4 an
Page 3 of the staff report.

Commissioners McDonald, Mc~arry, and Thoms
voted affirmatively for the motion.
Commissioners kikens and Elliott diessslq4..

2. Decided hy a V0t o f S-0 to

A. Decline to open a MR, close the f1.
effective March 2. 1998. and eppr@o
th. appropriate letters in the
following miatters:

1. RAD 96HY-09 4. Pre-rn= 4
2. lAD 96L-12 5 . re-rn *4
3. RAD 97N?-02

(continae4)

4
~



Federal Election Comission
Certification: Agenda Document No. X98-13
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B. Take no action, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

1 .
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
I8.
19.

MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
HUR
MUR

4350
4355
4372
4394
4472
4483
4504
4507
4509
4565
4570
4571
4572
4575
4585
4589
4592
4593.-
4599

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

MUR
MU'
MUR
MU'
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MU'
MU'
HUR
MUR
NUN
MUR
MU'
KU'
NUN
MU'
MU'

4601
4602
4604
4605
4631
4661
4667
4668
4672
4673
4676
4677
4681
4663
4664
4694
4695
4696
4703

Comissioners Lken.. Elliott,
McDonald* eary and Thm
atfizmatlv for the ~i;O7%I,"_I

Attest:

LAAA1JAW&E
XarorIDate

4 4, low'
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Jonathan David Robbins, Esq.
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. Robbins:

On November 24, 1997, the Federal Election Commission received yawr complai
2 alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (Vihe

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Cormmion hos -emined io
'0 ~ exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action apainst the res- Apondets. vd attached

awratv. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on NMrc 2, 199S. This
maotr will become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a copa- i to seek judicial review of the Comm -ft dwm l of
ft acti q"L 2 U.S.C. f 437gaX8).

Sincerely,

Sprioy Attrey

Central Enforcement Do"ka



MUR 4703
DUMONT INSTITUTEVROBERT McGEE

Mr. Jonathan Robbins alleges that Robert McGee, President of the Dumont
Institute for Public Policy Research, attempts to encorag others to circumvent the
FECA prohibitions against contributions to U.S. political campaigns by foreignntinl
through an article in the Palestine Times, an English paper ha.4conmble oughthe
Internet. In this article, McGee urges donations from foreign sources to American
politicians, with a warning: "...[A] word of caution, though. It is sometimes ilalfor
foreigners to contribute to American politicians, as was highlighted by the scandals
involving Asian contributions to the Democratic Party. But there are ways around the
law..." Mr. Robbins alleges that the article is an attempted solicitation of political
contributions from foreign nationals.

Respondent McGee, responding on behalf of himself and the Dumont Institute,
states that he did not advocate violation of any laws. He states his belief that ther may
be lawful ways for foreign contributors to donate to a US. political part. He further
asserts that this article constituted the exercise of his rights of free speech and prs in
his individual capacity and not on behalf of the Dumont Institute or the Liertarian
Party.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending beoethe
Commission.
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9 March 29 1998

Robert W. McGee, President
Dumont Insitute for Public Policy Research
236 Johnson Avenue
Dumont, NJ 07628

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. McGee:

On November 26, 1997, the Federal Election Commission notified you of aco lan
N alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, a amended A copy

of the complaint was enclosed with tha notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the Dumnont Inste f6r
Public Policy Research and you. _Se attached narratIve. Accordingly, the Commission closed
its file in this nma eon March 2, 1998.

Thie onietaity provisions of 2 U.S.C. I 437gaX 12) no longe apply an th6 anger
is now public. In addition, alhough the complete file must be placed an the p A soc moud
within 30&r deysmioud cr at y tim following ctheato ( Cn h
If you wish to suuift any factual or 1"M materials to appear on the lc od plum&W
as soonas pouuible. Whtile the file may be plaed on thepubli recoi r wooto ein ysw
additional materials, any petsil submissions will be added to the pdti c ud U41
received.

(800).42440530. Ow loa u mbe isa(2~ 694160.

Attachmen
Narrative



MUR 4703
DUMONT INSTITUTE/ROBERT McGEE

Mr. Jonathan Robbins alleges that Robert McGee, President of the Dumont
Institute for Public Policy Research, attempts to encourage others to ca*men h
FECA prohibitions against contributions to US. political campaigns by foreign nationals
through an article in the Palestine Times, an English paper accessible through t
Internet. In this article, McGee urges donations from foreign sources to American
politicians, with a warning: "...[A] word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for
foreigners to contribute to American politicians, as was highlighted by the scandals
involving Asian contributions to the Democratic Party. But there are ways around the
law..." Mr. Robbins alleges that the article is an attempted solicitation of political
contributions from foreign nationals.

Respondent McGee, responding on behalf of himself and the Dumont Instiute,
states that he did not advocate violation of any laws. He states his belief that thee may
be lawful ways for foreign contributors to donate to a US. political party. He fiurth
asserts that this article constituted the exercise of his rights of free speech and prei in
his individual capacity and not on behalf of the Dumont Institute or the ibertarian
Party-

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission.
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