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2250 M Street, NW
Washington. DC 20037
November 10. 1997

Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 |- Street. NW
Washington. DC 20463

[0 whom 1t may concern:

Recently. [ became aware of the possible violation of Federal election law. [ wanted-to
immediately bring this to vour attention so that appropriate action can be taken. :;'

I am a practicing attorney in Washington. DC. | have written several articles on various
tssues. including one on taxation of the internet which was published on an internet distribution
list which concentrates on technology issues. When this article was distributed online. it
included my email address. A Mr. Robert McGee of the Dumont Institute in Dumont. New
Jersey contacted me and asked me to submit the article for possible publication in one of the
[nstitute’s annual publications. Last week. I was informed by Mr. McGee that he wished to
include the article. and one other that I had written. in the Institute’s publications.

Before agreeing. I decided to run an online search concerning the Institute. Finding their
mission statement and website potentially too anti-government for my tastes. I ran a search on
the web on Mr. McGee. | was horrified to find an article that he had written entitled "A Cheap
way to cut off aid to Israel.” In addition to being highly negative about Israel and the US in
general. the article seems to explicitly encourage and ofter to aid in the violation of US election
laws.

The article. located at the web site "http://www.ptimes.com/articles. htm#anchor209388",
bears Mr. McGee's name. his position at the Dumont Institute, and a disturbing call to have
foreign contributors skirt or violate US law. It solicits funds from foreign nationals. In says. in
relevant part: "A word of caution. though. It is sometimes illegal for foreigners to contribute to
American politicians ... But there are ways around the law."

You are more expert than | in matters such as these. but this would seem to indicate that
Mr. McGee is advocating the violation of US election laws. I don't know if he himself has done
so. or has heiped foreign donors to do so. or if he speaks for the Libertarian Party. 1 do know that
this at the very least violates the spint of our campaign laws.

I leave this rnatter in yvour hands. I felt it my duty as a citizen and an officer of the court
to report this potential violation to vou.




Please feel free to call upon me at any time should vou need more information. [ can be
reached at (202) 457-6000).

Very sincerely vours,

Jonathan David Robbins

Attachments

Joseph Britt. Director

New Jersey Division of Elections
20 West State Street

P.0O. Box 304

Trenton. New Jersey 08625




\ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
; Washington, DC 20463

November 18, 1997

Jonathan David Robbins
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Dear Mr. Robbins:

This is to acknowledge receipt on November 12, 1997, of your letter dated November 10,
1997. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended and Commission Regulations
require that the contents of a complaint meet certain specific requirements. One of these
requirements is that a complaint be swom to and signed in the presence of a notary public and
notarized. Your letter did not contain a notarization on your signature and was not properly
sworn to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear before a notary that the
contents of your complaint are true to the best of your knowledge. The notary must represent as
part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred form is "Subscribed and swom to
before me on this day of , 19__." A statement by the notary that the complaint was
sworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient. We regret the inconvenience that
these requirements may cause you, but we are not statutorily empowered to jroceed with the
handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory requirements are fulfilled. See 2 U.S.C.
§437g.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a 15 day period 0 allow you to
correct the defects in your complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled wi QISM
period, the respondents will be so informed and provided a copy of the ed cor
respondents will then have an additional 15 days 1o respond to the complaint on the meris. lﬂn
complaint is not corrected, the file will be closed and no additional notification will be provided
to the respondents.
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Enclosed is 8 Commission brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint.” 1 hope this material
will be helpful to you should you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the Commission
If you have any questions conceming this matter, please contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Sincerely,

Retha Dixon

Docket Chief

Enclosure

cc: Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research




November 21. 1997

Ms. Retha Dixon

Docket Chief

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street. NW
Washington. DC 20463

Re: Corrected Submission
Dear Ms. Dixon:

Per our discussion, enclosed please find a copy of my complaint against Mr. McGee. Per

vour instructions. I have had the complaint notarized.

Please let me know if there is anything further that I need to do. 1 can be reached at (202)
457-6000. Thank you again.

Very sincerely yours,

ol

Jonathan Robbins




November 20, 1997

Office of General Counsel
bederal Election Commission
999 |- Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463

Re:  Complaint
I'o Whom It May Concemn:

Recently. | became aware of the possible violation of Federal election law. | wanted to
immediately bring this to your attention so that appropriate action can be taken.

I am a practicing attorney in Washington, D.C. I have written several articles on various
issues. including one on taxation of the internet which was published on an internet distribution
list which concentrates on technology issues. When this article was distributed online, it
included my e-mail address. A Mr. Robert McGee of the Dumont Institute in Dumont, New
Jersey contacted me and asked me to submit the article for possible publication in one of the
Institute's annual publications. Last week, | was informed by Mr. McGee that he wished to
include the article, and one other that I had written, in the Institute's publications.

Before agreeing, I decided to run an online search concerning the Institute. Finding their
mission statement and website potentially too anti-government for my tastes, 1 ran a search on
the web on Mr. McGee. | was horrified to find an article that he had written entitled "A Cheap
way to cut off aid to Israel." In addition to being highly negative about Israel and the US in
general. the article seems to explicitly encourage and offer to aid in the violation of US election
laws.

The article, located at the web site "http://www.ptimes.com/articles.tm#anchor209388,
bears Mr. McGee's name, his position at the Dumont Institute, and a disturbing call to have
foreign contributors skirt or violate US law. It solicits funds from foreign nationals. It says, in
relevant part: "A word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for foreigners to contribute to
American politicians ... But there are ways around the law.”




You are more expert than [ in matters such as these, but this would seem to indicate that
Mr. McGee is advocating the violation of US election laws. I den't know if he himself has done
so. or has helped foreign donors to do so. or if he speaks for the Libertarian Party. [ do know that
this at the very least violates the spirit of our campaign laws.

1 leave this matter in vour hands. 1 felt it my duty as a citizen and an officer of the court
to report this potential violation to you.

Please feel free to call upon me at any time should need more information. | can be
reached at (202) 457-6000.

Very sincerely yours,

fog
brf—

+
bnidlten

+” Jonathan David Robbins
Attachments
Joseph Bntt, Director
New Jersey Division of Elections
20 West State Street

P.O. Box 304
Trenton. New Jersey 08625

I swear that the contents of this complaint are true to the best of my knowledge.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this QZZoL day o_fM 1997.

> Gslornss

My Commiseion Exglves Seplemebr 14, 2000




Articles & analysis httaswww.ptimes.com/articles.htm#anchor209388

Sabra and Shatila massacre go away," said the 27-year-old Munir. "And that is knowing
that the Palestinian children growing up in the camps today, as I did many years ago, can
live a life of dignity and respect among their fellow Lebanese."

*The author is a freelance writer on Middle East issues

[ back to the top |

A cheap way to cut off aid to Israel

By Robert W. McGee*

A Washington, DC-based group called the Council for the National Interest scheduled a
imarch on Washingtoni on 23-25 October. The theme was END AID TO ISRAEL. It is
too early to tell how effective the march was, since the spigot that pours billions of
dollars into Israel -- about 10% of its GDP -- continues to flow unabated. But the effort
is a step in the right direction. Giving U.S. tax dollars to the oppressive Israeli
government will not stop until American politicians feel they have to look over their
shoulders to see if anyone is noticing their support for Israel and its anti-human rights
agenda. They have to be made to feel guilty for their abandonment of their fiduciary duty
to American voters to support only policies that are in America's best interests. If there is
no organized opposition, the various Israeli lobbyists will continue to have complete
ownership rights over the U.S. Congress. Thus, events that increase public awareness of
the human rights abuses going on in occupied Palestine are important.

It is a well-known fact that American voters are among the least informed voters of any
eanﬁywhuevoﬂngupemn@d.MmyofthundonothavcmynﬁMqiMm
1ssues, and an alarming number of voters do not even know the names of the
lewhoreptmcmthcmmCongress That being the case, marches on Washington
all the more important because of the high v1s1b1hty that television coverage

provides. But achieving high television visibility for an issue that most Americans don't
care about is not as effective as a multi-dimensional campaign aimed at making a basic
change in policy.

I have a suggestion - a very cost-effective and non-violent suggestion —for solving this
whole AID TO ISRAEL problem. The whole thing might not cost more than $100
million to $200 million, which is much less than the billions of dollars that Arab
governments spend annually on national defense.

There is widespread dissatisfaction with the U.S. government among American voters




Articles & analysis h‘ww.pnmcs.com/nﬁclu.hﬁnhncbodm}%
That dissatisfaction was cvx!enced by the relative success of ROss Perot, who was able to

gain millions of votes even though he didn't really have a political party behind him. He
proved that it is possible to personally fund a national presidential campaign bid. He
might have actually won the 1992 election if he had not dropped out of the race, then
jumped back in, which had the effect of destroying his credibility and halting the
momentum that had been building for months in his favour.

Here is my suggestion: Send money to support the Libertanan Party. The Libertarian
Party is the third-largest political party in the United States. It was the only third party to
qualiify to be on the ballot in all 50 states for each of the last two presidential elections. It
is the only major party that is against giving aid to Israel.

The next presidential election is scheduled for November 1n the year 2000. If the
Libertarian Party can collect about $100 million by then. it will be able to wage an
effective national campaign. Even if it doesn't win the election, there is still a good
chance that America's foreign aid policy will change. After all. the Socialist Party was
the most successful political party in 20th century America, even though it never won a
major election. It was successful because the two major political parties adopted most of
its platforms. The same could very well happen with the Libertanian Party in the 21st
century. Even if the Libertarian Party does not win in 2000, it is entirely possible that the
Democratic and Republican parties will adopt most of its party platforms if it makes a
strong showing in the election.

A word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for foreigners to contribute to

American politicians, as was dals involving Asian contributions
to the Democratic Party (But there are ways around the law_So it is possible that just one
Arab billionaire could help to change 1story by contributing a measly

$100 million or so. Or perhaps 10 Arab multi-millionaires could get together and
contribute just $10 million or $15 million each. That's all it would take for the
Libertanian Party to wage a national media campaign. Isn't it worth trying, since every
other means has failed?

* Prof. Robert W. McGee is the President of The Dumont Institute for Public Pelicy
Research, Dumont, NJ- USA- http://www.dumontinst.com

| back to the top ]

The Netanyahu phenomenon: Is it the beginning of the end?
By Azzam Tamimi*
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Yasin's Triumphant Return to Gaza- By Khalid Amayreh

‘Kh led Misha'al to Palestine Times: Hamas has enough re
occupation resistance- By Mahmoud Al Khatib

| KNOW YOUR ENEMY': Netanyahu- By John Hartung

Years After the Sabra & Shatila Massacre: The State of P
anon - By Ghada Khouri

A cheap way to cut off aid to Israel- By Robert W. McGee
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Netanyahu and his circus of clowns- By Annette Winfrey

A Cnitique of an Allegedly Pro-Palestinian Liberal Agenda- By Ibrahim Alloush
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When is Terror Not Terror?- Commentary- By Michael A. Hoffman II
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g | The Continuing War Against Iraq: An Arabist View- By Ibrahim Alloush

' 'Amencan Media is Changing .. Slowly - By Ray Hanania

Where's Freedom of Speech?- By Lena Winfrey Sayyed
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New record for human rights violations- By Ruba Farkh

When the Sandal is on the Other Foot- By Ray Hanania
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Welcome to the Dumont Institute ‘ ‘ http://www.dumontinst.com/

Welcome to the Dumont Institute for Public
Policy Research

ohnson Avenu el:
Dumont, NJ 07628 Fax: (201) 387-0744

USA email: info@dumontinst.comp

Mission Statement

Board of Directors and Advisors

List of Experts

Publications

World's Smallest Political Quiz

Interesting Links

President: Robert W. McGee
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Mission Statement

The Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research is firmly grounded in the principles of individual
freedom, a tradition personified by Thomas Jefferson and America's other Founding Fathers. These
principles include:

recognition of inalienable individual rights and the dignity and worth of each individual

protection of those rights through the institutions of individual private property, contract and the
rule of law

voluntanism in all human relations
the self-ordering market, free trade, free migration and peace

The Institute neither seeks nor accepts government funds. Programs, research, publications and

operations are supported through the generous contributions received from foundations, corporations,
partnerships and individuals.

Return to Home Page
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Board and Advisors

Board of Directors
Robert W. McGeebob@dumontinst.com

Chairman of the Board
President, Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research

John Galandak
President
Foundation for Free Enterprise

Murray Sabrin
President
Alliance for a Taxfree Amenica

Advisory Board

D.T. Armentano, University of Hartford

Doug Bandow, The Cato Institute

Walter E. Block, College of the Holy Cross

Peter Boettke, New York University

Antony Flew, University of Reading (Emeritus)

Bettina Bien Greaves, Foundation for Economic Education
Hans-Hermann Hoppe, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Steve Horwitz, St. Lawrence University

Tibor R. Machan, Auburn University

Yuri N. Maltsev, Carthage College

Steve Pejovich, Texas A&M University

Andrea Millen Rich, Laissez Faire Books

Joseph T. Salemo, Pace University

Jeremy Shearmur, Australian National University

Fred L. Smith, Jr., Competitive Enterprise Institute
Walter E. Williams, George Mason University

Gary Wolfram, Hillsdale College

Retars to Home Page
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Publications

Policy Analyses

Pollution Trading Permits as a Half-Way Solution

Antudumping Laws: A Brnight Future for a Bad Idea

When Is Tax Evasion Unethical?

I'he Philosophy of Trade Protectionism, Its Costs and Its Implications

I'he Case tor an Absolute Right of Negative Association

Some Thoughts on Acid Rain, the Clean Air Act and Implications for A¢id Rain Policy in the
U'SA and Europe

Should the Law Favor Consumers or Producers? A Look at the Effects of Protectionist Trade
Policies

Why Trade Deticits Don't Matter

Protectionism and Morality

.S Trade Policy Toward the People's Republic of China: Some Thoughts and Suggestions
A Solution 10 the Education Cnsis

Dwart Tossing Bans Violate Human Rights

Pnnciples of Taxation tor People Who Have Pninciples

Policy Briefs

GATT as a Club of Protectionists
Arab Terronism: Causes and Cure
The Minimum Wage and the Contract Clause

The Moral Case To Abolish Estate, Gift and Inhentance Taxes
The Moral Case To Abolish Social Secunty Now

Working Papers

Sorry, but we don't have any Working Papers yet. We will soon.

Occasional Papers

Sorry, but we don't have any Occasional Papers yet. We will soon.
Dumont Institute Review of Books

Our first issue will be out soon.

Books

We are working on a few things and will have them listed here shortly.

Journal of Accounting, Ethics & Public Policy
Subscription Information A one-year subscription (4 issues) is $60 domestic, $70 foreign)
Author Guidelines

Accounting Links
Ethics Links
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November 26, 1997

Jonathan David Robbins, Esq.
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. Robbins:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 24, 1997, of your complaint alleging
possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. The
respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five business days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be notarized and sworn to in the
same manner as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4703. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your information, we have sttached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Pl

Supervisory Attormey
Central Enforcement Docket
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

November 26, 1997

Robert W. McGee, President
Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research
236 Johnson Avenue

Dumont, NJ 07628

RE: MUR 4703

Dear Mr. McGee:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you and the
Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research may have violated the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered
> this matter MUR 4703. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you and the Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research in this matter. Please
4 submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis
- of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response,
which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further
5 action based on the available information.

Ry This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing thet you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.




° °

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer H. Boyt at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling

complaints.
Sincerely,
oA Yo oty G
F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Atterney
) Central Enforceinert Docket
P
Enclosures
1. Complaint
~ 2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement

s o R




AGENDA DOCUMENT a. X98-13

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

CASE CLOSURES UNDER
ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A.  Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their
pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the
matters n lative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not
warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED)
evaluates each incoming matter using Commussion-approved criteria which
results in a numerical rating of each case.

Closing cases permits the

Commuission to focus its limited resources on more important cases presently




pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 16 cases that do
not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! The attachment to
this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further
pursue the matter.
B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and
referrals to ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more
remote in time usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to
the fact that the evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it
ages. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity
also has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated
community. In recognition of thus fact, EPS provides us with the means to identify
those cases which remained
unassigned for a significant period due to a lack of staff resources for effective
investigation. The utility of commencing an investigation declines as these cases
age, until they reach a point when activation of a case would not be an efficient use

of the Commission’s resources.

' Theee cases are: MUR 4631 (Arot/McClurr). MUR 4461 (Cox and Amplscon, Inc.); MUR 0667 (Specier
Gorrnwesd ). MUR 4648 (Schahowsly for Congrrss). MUR 4672 (Frarnds of jehn O Tosle); MUR 4893 (Papen
Assrmbly). MUR 4676 (VVarren County Democven: Commmutier);: MUR 4677 (Patnck Kemnedy); MUR 48681
Bleck); MUR 4683 (Jemsce Schaksweky for Congrrss). MUR 4684 (Spartenburg County Republicans); MUR
(Jon Schehowsky for Congress). MUR 4695 (Schakowsky for Congress); MUR 4696 (Jemcr Schakmwsky
Cangvess): MUR 4700 (Dumen! insttutr / Robert McGee). and Pre-MUR 356 (Pnitzher for Congress).




We have identified

cases which have remained on the Central
Enforcement Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We
recommend 27 of these cases be closed. > Nine of these cases were part of the so-
called “Major 96" cases that have not been able to be activated due to a lack of
resources to effectively pursue them in a timely fashion.* Since the time period

rendering them stale has now passed, we recommend their closure at this time.

We recommend that the Commussion exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective February 24, 1998. Closing

' These cases are: MUR 4350 (Republcsn Porty of Absnnrsota). MUR 4 S5 (Aque-Lewsure juduss -5, fuc.k MUR
4372 (Netvaske Democvetsc Party). MUR 4384 (Amrm. ans for Tevm Limts); MUR 4472 (Commmatinr b0 Elect
1Vinston). MUR 4383 (Nebrasks Demavats: State Central Commmtter). MUR 4504 (NH Demecratse Stale
Commutter). MUR 4507 (Propie for Bosctarntz). MUR 4509 (V\ellstonr for Senate). MUR 4565 (Bell for Congress):
MUR 4570 (Congrrsswomen Andres Seastranad). MUR 4571 (Svivrt for Congress Commuttee); MUR 4572 (Frends
of Duk B Durisn). MUR 4575 (Dens Corwngton). MUR 4585 (Hughes for Congress Commutter); MUR 4589
(Congrrssmen Bart Gordon). MUR 4592 (loww PuMi. Teirrvsaon). MUR 4593 (Public Interest Instrtute), MUR 4599
(Bruce 1\ Hapenaarcz). MUR 4601 (Qhactanr Natrom of Oblahoma); MUR 4602 (WFSB-TV Chennel 3); MUR 4604
(Dens Corngton); MUR 4605 (Chnshan Coulinom), Pre-MUR 346 (Coslition of Polstically Actwe Chnshans); RAD
S6NF 09 (O’ Sublorwn for Congress). RAD 9L.-12 (Alasks Demacvetsc Party); and RAD 97NF-G2 (Ziew for
Congress)

¢ These cases are: MUR 4350 (Rrpublscon Porty of Ainnrsota). MUR 4372 (Nebrashe Democvatec Party), MUR
4% (Amencans for Term Linmis); MUR 4472 (Commmtter do Elect L Vinsion); MUR 4483 (Nebrashs Demscratic
State Central Commutice); MUR 4504 (NH Demovvan, State Party Commutice); MUR 4507 (Propie for Beachmwitz);
MUR 4309 (1\elistone for Senate). and MUR 4365 (B¢ll for Congress).



these cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the

necessary time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, ciose the file effective February 24, 1998, and
approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:

3. RAD97NF-02
4. Pre-MUR 346

1. RAD 96NF-09
2. RAD96L-12

5. Pre-MUR 356

B. Take no action, close the file effective March 2, 1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

s
2.
3.
4
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

MUR 4350
MUR 4355
MUR 4372
MUR 43%
MUR #4472
MUR H83
MUR 4504
MUR 4507
MUR 4509

. MUR 4565
. MUR 4570
.MUR 4571
. MUR 4572

14. MUR 4575
15 MUR 4585
16 MUR 4589
17. MUR 4592
18. MUR 4593
19. MUR 4599
20. MUR 4601
21. MUR 4602
22. MUR 4604
23. MUR 4605
24. MUR 4631
25. MUR 4661
26 MUR 4667

-
-

7

%

7

’ .

27. MUR 4668
28. MUR 4672
29. MUR 4673
30. MUR 4676
31. MUR 4677
32. MUR 4681
33. MUR 4683
34. MUR 4684
35. MUR 46%4
36. MUR 4695
37. MUR 469

38. MUR 4703 -~

/ A

Lawrence M. Noble

General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington. DC 20463

LAWRENCE M NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM MARJORIE W EMMONSI/LISA R. DAV!
COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE FEBRUARY 19, 1998

SUBJECT: Case Closures Under Enforcement Priority. General
Counsel's Report dated February 11, 1998.

The above-captioned document was circulated to the Commission

on Thursday, February 12. 1

Objection(s) have been received from the Commissioner(s) as

indicated by the name(s) checked below:

Commissioner Aikens
Commussioner Elkott =
Commissioner McDonald XXX
Commussioner McGarry

Commissioner Thomas XXX

This matter will be placed on the meeting agenda for

Tuesday, February 24, 1998

Please notify us who will represent your Division before the Commission on this




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document

Case Closures Under No. X98-13
Enforcement Priority

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for
the Federal Election Commission executive session on
February 24, 1998, do hereby certify that the Commission
took the following actions with respect to Agenda

Document No. X98-13:

Failed ip & vote of 3-2 to pass a motion

to approve the General Counsel's
recommendations, subject to amendment of
the closing date in recommendation A to
read March 2, 1998, and subject to deletion
of those cases listed in footnote 4 on
Page 3 of the staff report.

Commissioners McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
voted affirmatively for the motion.
Commissioners Aikens and Elliott dissented.

Recided by a vote of 5-0 to

A= Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

1. RAD 96NF-09 4. Pre-MUR 346

s RAD 96L-12 5 . Pre-MUR 356
1 RAD 97NF-02

(continued)




Federal Election Commission Page 2
Certification: Agenda Document No. X98-13
February 24, 1998

Take no action, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

4350 20.
4355 21.
4372 22.
4394 23.
4472 24.
4483 a5
4504 26.
4507 27.
4509 28.
4565 29.
4570 30.
4571 c p i
4572 32
4575 33.
4585 34.
4589 35.
4592 36.
4593 - 37
4599 38.

4601
4602
4604
4605
4631
4661
4667
4668
4672
4673
4676
4677
4681
4683
4684
4694
4695
4696
4703

1
2.
3
4.
5.
6.
Ts
8.
9

MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR

EEEEEREEREEEEEEERE

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott,
McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas wvoted
affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

z

Marjorie W.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D C 2046}

March 2, 1998

Jonathan David Robbins, Esq.
2250 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

RE: MUR 4703
Dear Mr Robbins:

On November 24, 1997, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998. This
matter will become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of
this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)X8).

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Turley

Supervisory Attomey
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 4703
DUMONT INSTITUTE/ROBERT McGEE

Mr. Jonathan Robbins alleges that Robert McGee, President of the Dumont
Institute for Public Policy Research, attempts to encourage others to circumvent the
FECA prohibitions against contributions to U.S. political campaigns by foreign nationals
through an article in the Palestine Times, an English paper accessible through the
Internet. In this article, McGee urges donations from foreign sources to American
politicians, with a warning: "...[A] word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for
foreigners to contribute to American politicians, as was highlighted by the scandals
involving Asian contributions to the Democratic Party. But there are ways around the
law..." Mr. Robbins alleges that the article is an attempted solicitation of political
contributions from foreign nationals.

Respondent McGee, responding on behalf of himself and the Dumont Institute,
states that he did not advocate violation of any laws. He states his belief that there may
be lawful ways for foreign contributors to donate to a U.S. political party. He further
asserts that this article constituted the exercise of his rights of free speech and press in
his individual capacity and not on behalf of the Dumont Institute or the Libertarian
Party.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D C 2046}

March 2, 1998

Robert W. McGee, President

Dumont Institute for Public Policy Research
236 Johnson Avenue

Dumont, NJ 07628

RE MUR 4703
Dear Mr. McGee:

On November 26, 1997, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification. :

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against the Dumont Institute for
Public Policy Research and you. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed
its file in this matter on March 2, 1998.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.
1f you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record whea
received.

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer H. Boyt on our toll-free suniber,
(800)-424-9530. Our local number is (202) 694-1650.

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4703
DUMONT INSTITUTE/ROBERT McGEE

Mr. Jonathan Robbins alleges that Robert McGee, President of the Dumont
Institute for Public Policy Research, attempts to encourage others to circumvent the
FECA prohibitions against contributions to U.S. political campaigns by foreign nationals
through an article in the Palestine Times, an English paper accessible through the
Inteinet. In this article, McGee urges donations from foreign sources to American
politicians, with a warning: "...[A] word of caution, though. It is sometimes illegal for
foreigners to contribute to American politicians, as was highlighted by the scandals
involving Asian contributions to the Democratic Party. But there are ways around the
law..." Mr. Robbins alleges that the article is an attempted solicitation of political
contributions from foreign nationals.

Respondent McGee, responding on behalf of himself and the Dumont Institute,
states that he did not advocate violation of any laws. He states his belief that there may
be lawful ways for foreign contributors to donate to a U.S. political party. He further
asserts that this article constituted the exercise of his rights of free speech and press in
his individual capacity and not on behalf of the Dumont Institute or the Libertarian
Party.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission.
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