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Federal Election Commission

999 E. Street

Northwest Washington DC 20463
Dear Sir or Madam,

Enclosed you will find a report given by the Glens Falls < inv Democrate Chazrman.
Daniel Martindale, regarding a Warren Ceo Democratie Executine Committee review of
tinances. In his report Mr. Martindale descnbes a calculated action to circunmvent
contribution limitations per Federal electon law

When I questioned this laghh uregular action. which appears 10 be a class E felom
according 1o election law 14-126 sec 4. [ was threatened with a hable suit from Mr. Bob
l.awrence at the county meeting where [ brought 1t up  Later my ister, Jane Farrell then
an employee of the Warren Co Board of Elecuons. had her job threatened ty Lois
Montfort. the Democratic Commissioner of the Warren Co. Board of Electioas and
wife of the Warren Co. Democratic Chair. According 10 ckection law 17-106. given that
she had full knowledge of an illegal act and has worked 1o lude it 1t would appear Mrs
Montfort is gualty of a felony.

As vou can see by the enclosed financial disclosares. obtamned through freedom of
information requests. $2000.00 was funncied through Saratoga and Essex Co. Democratic
Commuttees from Warren Co. Democratk Commuftee 1o be gnven to the Bob Lawrence
campaign fund. Mr Martindak plainly pomts out thas was done 10 avoid Federal lawn
limiting contributions. I am even more certam of the diegabthy grven the recent national
news article(enclosed).

[ am deeph disturbed that ekecied and appownted otlkens. swom 1o uphold the law.
can apparenth ignore the law. [ am even more concermed when those same individuals sce
fit 10 threaten and mntimudate those who would quastion the approprnateacss of ther acions.

It is my hope that there b some sane and law abuking ndnyduals who can sce the
nght thing done  Please teel hree 1o contat me of [ meght provik additional nformation or
canfy any pomnt [hank vou tor vour um: and conssderation
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\ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
; Washington, DC 20463

September 16, 1997

John B. Farrell
125 South Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801

Dear Mr. Farrell:

This is to acknowledge receipt on September 16, 1997, of your letter dated September 7,
1997. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended and Commission Regulations
require that the contents of a complaint meet certain specific requirements. One of these
requirements is that a complaint be swom to and signed in the presence of a notary public and
notarized. Your letter did not contain a notarization on your signature and was not properly
swom to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear before a notary that the
contents of your complaint are true to the best of your knowledge. The notary must represent as
part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred form is "Subscribed and swom %0
before me on this day of , 19__." A statement by the notary that the complaint was
sworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient. We regret the inconvenience that
these requirements may cause you, but we are not statutorily empowered t0 proceed with the
handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory requirements are fulfilled. Sgg2 U.S.C.
§ 437g.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a 15 day period t0 allow yeu to
correct the defects in your complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the 15 day
period, the respondents will be so informed and provided a copy of the corrected The
respondents will then have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the = if the
wmplum:snm“recwd,ﬂ:eﬁlcmuuclosedmdmaddmomlm'ﬂhm
to the respondents.




Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint.” I hope this material
will be belpful to you should you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the Commission
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Sincerely,

fottha ML/O
Retha Dixon

Docket Chief
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9 2397
125 South Street
Ulens Falk NY 12801

Attn.; Retha Dinon 1 .
Federal Election Commission ﬁ’\ L( '% q(‘[)’?(&
999 F Stieet

Northwest Washington X 20463
Dear Ms. Divon.

I nclosed \oud will {ind a « DN the RV B ettt o )} samvistc with notan
as vou requested. [ trust vou soll have the intormanen [ «<nt vou substantiaing my clam
['tvou do not I will bo happy to faxv sy cumore copres Tam alo endosine Corespondence |
have recently had with a NIr Zaken of the NS Board of Flecvons

[ have had my letter to \Mr Zalen notansed <o vou may conader the additonal
specitics. May 1 ad that [ am a bit diallusioncd when it appears Mr Zaken s conveniantly
suggesting that my complaint has already been dealt wath [ am awnarc of the complamt he
referenced and also know that while membors ot his ethee recogmzang that the described
event was a tederal offense hus office verbalh told the mdnaduals malung the complaint

they were not comt-rtable deabnz with the ssue and retenrcd tham 1y the FRC

I brought it up specificalhh to point out the connection with an officer of the Warren
Co. Board of Elections. [ would certunh think that the acuons of onc of ther staff is
within their purview. Perhaps 1 am bemng a bat nane. but I hope that someone in authorin
can sce that the law has clearly been violated and provade for susoe

Ishn B Fand!
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9 2397
125 South Street
Gilens Falis NY 12801

Federal Election Commission

999 k. Street

Northwest Washington X 20463
Dear Sir or Madam.

Fodosed vou will find a report given by the Glens Falls City Democratic Chairman.
Damel Nartindale, reparding a Wanen Co. Democrane Exccutive Comnuttee review of
tinances. In his repont Mr. Martindale desenbes a caleulated action to circumvent
contribution limitations per Federal election law.

When [ questioned this highly irregular action. which appears to be a ¢lass E felony
according to election law 14-126 sec 4. I was threatened with a hable suit from Mr. Bob
Lawrence at the county meeting where I brought it up. Later my sister, Jane Farrell then
an employee ot the Warren Co. Board of Elections, had her job threatened by Lois
\ontfort. the Democratic Commissioner of the Warren Co. Board of Elections and
wife of the Warren Co. Democratic Chair. According to ¢lection law 17-106, given that
she had ftull know ledge of an illegal act and has worked to hide it. it would appear Mrs.
Montfort 1s guilty of a felony.

As you can see by the enclosed financial disclosures. obtained through freedom of
information requests. $2000.00 was funneled through Saratoga and Essex Co. Democratic
Commuitees from Warren Co. Demoecratic Commuttee to be given to the Bob Lawrence
campaign fund. Mr. Martindale plainhy points out this was done to avoid Federal law
limiting contributions. I am even more certan of the illegality given the recent national
news article(enclosed).

I am decphy disturbed that clected and appomnted otlicers. swom 0 uphold the law,
can apparently ignore the law T am even maie concerned when those same individuals see
fit to threaten and inimidate those who would question the appropnateness of their actions.

It is mv hope that there is some sane and law abiding individuals who can see the
neht thiney dorc Proasc icch ticc o comiaat o v bl pronde additonal information or
Juntvamy pomi Thabvou t oo ttme and considoration
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X227
125 South Street
Glens Falls NY 12801
\ttention. N Zalen
New York State Board of Llections
Swan St Bldg. Core |
6 Fmpire State Plaza, Suiie 201
AJbany, New York 12223-1650
Dear Sar

Thank yvou fer your response toomy letter Invour response vou referenced and
enclosed a “simular” complaint and findings by vour ofhice. Atter mentioming Warren Co.
Democratic Commuttee the simidanty ends. I respecttully point out that no mention of the
tederal campaign contnbution beng exceeded 1s made. 1 also sent vou a report of an
almost identical act ending in a cnmunal plea bargain. The only difterence was three
individuals veo three commutiecs

M Martndale pomnts cut plainh that because ot 1ederal contnbution limitations
members of the Warren Co. Democrane Commuttee sent money 1o the Essex and Saratoga
committees to be contnbuted i therr names Article 14-126 sec.4 of election law speaks to
this vers act T have sent vou an admassion of intent and the evidence of the money trail. |
don't know how much more speaitic 1 can be on this complaint.

When | onginally wrote yvou and referenced Mr. Lawrence | forgot to mention that
Mrs. Monttort was in attendance and heard all that was said on the subject. Of course it
was not the tirst meeting this was brought up. I had reterenced Mr. Lawrence also because
he was made aware of the act and lashed out verses acting 10 remedy a "possibly” illogal
contribution to his campaign.

The first FOLL request out side Warren Co. regarding this subject was made,
between April and May 96, by a friend of mine. Ms. Victoria Green, a residont of
Saratoga Co.. requested the mformation from the Saratoga Co. Board of Elections, | have
submittcd to you without explaining . to the Saratoga Board, why. A short time later that
dav L.os Monttort asked mv sister, Jane Farrell. "Who is Vicky Green?". Having no other
reason to have connected Vicky Green to my family, Mrs. Montfort had obviously had a
conversation with Saratoga Board of Elections staff. Since no reference as to the nature of
the request was made to the staft at Saratoga, onc has to wonder what would precipitate
them calling Warren Co.? Perhaps they were aware of the connection I was atiempting to
make.

Not long after the above mentioned situation Jane was called into a meeting in
Loss's otfice where the two talked at length. Jane later came to my home and gave me the
message that it | didn't stop what I was doing she would be out of a job. Janc was given
the message that if | didn't stop my actions "they” womdwchcroutofha'pb. lm“
the only time Janc's job was threatened.




When participating in a peliiea! tunction Nrs Nt had words woith my tather,
Ralph Famell. and teld him "Your daughter works tor me and [ could have her job © She
quickly apologized. obvioush reaiizine shic was in public gt the tme She duccted her
apolooy to Jane who was at the same Tunchon

Jane. tor her part. Jdid her best o Jo her job. Given the volaule condions i her
work place. she spent the nent sevaral months lookang tor altematne emplovment . Jane
has been emploved clsewhere tor ovar two months now [ only brought all of this to vour
attention after reading the article [ sent vou The almost rdenncal nature ot the act
convinced me of the dlegality  Given this act imvohves membens of three Demoxcratk Co.
Committees rather than some indiniduals makes me think it 1s a it worse.  They should
and do know better

For the purpose of (lanficatidn I want to pont out that \Mr Marindale submitted
his report in Jan 1996, He did not become City Chaur ull Scpt. '95. T'm sure he emred as

many do in January. It you require specttic dates relaune to events the FOIL's may help to
narrow them down. provided the requests are kept on file. I would be happy to provide
any additional information. [ believe vou have ample evidence relative to the congressional
campaign contnibution issuc.

Sineercly.,

CampR Jeim b Farrcll
1
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State of New York
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

James A. Walsh

Chair

SWAN STREET BUILDING, CORE 1

Carol Berman 6 EMPIRE STATE PLAZA, SUITE 201
Vice Chair ALBANY, N.Y. 12223-1650

Helena Moses Donohue Phone: 518/474-2063 Fax: 518/486-4068
Commissioner

Evelyn J. Aquila
Commissioner

iy Gk

September 16, 1997

John B Farrell

125 South Street

Giens ralls, New York 12801

Re CMP97-33

Dear Mr Farrell.

The New York State Board of Elections has received your letter dated September 7, 1997. You
attached to your letter a report by the Glens Falls City Democratic Chairman, Daniel Martindale.
You state that in his report, Mr. Martindale describes a calculated action to circumvent contribution
limitations under federal election law.

The Board has reviewed similar allegations raised in another complaint made to the Board. A copy
of the Board's determination in that matter is enclosed.

You also state that you were threatened with a libel suit when you brought this matter up at a
meeting. That, of course, does not constitute a violation of the Election Law. However, you also
state that your sister, Jean Farrell, then an employee of the Warren County Board of Elections, had
her job threatened by Lois Montfort, Democratic Commissioner. You state that Ms. Montfort had
full knowledge of an illegal act and has worked to hide it.

Please provide full details, including, if possible, a lotter or affidavit from your sister, giving full
details of the matter — specifically, the context under which Ms. Farrell's job was threstened, and
the context under which you state that Ms. Montfort worked to hide illegal acts. Also, if your sister
is no longer an employee of the Board, what were the circumstances of her leaving?

I look forward to her response within two weeks.

-~

Enforcement Counsel

SLZ/dch




In the Matter of the Complaint Against DETERMINATION
The Warren County Democratic Committee CMP95-76-SC96-9
WHEREAS, the New York State Board of Elections (Board) received this
complaint on September 8, 1995, with additional portions of the complaint
being sent on September 18, October 4, and October 25, 1995, and,
WHEREAS, the complaint having alleged that funds of the Warren
County Democratic Committee had been dissipated in 1994 and 1995 either for
illegal personal use or illegal expenditures for a primary election, and,
WHEREAS, it is alleged that a gift from Committee funds was given to
a retired Mayor of the City of Glens Falls, a violation of Election Law, and,
WHEREAS, the Board having investigated these allegations, and,

WHEREAS, it appears there is reasonable cause to believe that no funds

raised for campaign purposes were used to make a personal gift to the retired

mayor of Glens Falls, nor were the Committee's funds used for any other
personal use or for any primary elections, and,
NOW, THEREFORE, there is not reasonable cause to believe a crime has

been committed and this matter is closed.

DATED: February 26, 1997
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-126. Party funds; restrictions on expenditures.

co?ﬂ?ibutions of money, or the equivalent thereof, 'madc. d:;eitll‘y
or indirectly, to any party: or to any party committee 0:1, comy-
person representing or acting on behalf of a party or party o
mittee, or any moneys in the treasury of any party, or my
committee, shall be expended in aid of the c}esngmtlon_or npu‘ﬂ
nation of any person to be voted for at a primary election et
as a candidate for nomination for public office, or for any party

position.

§ 14-126. Violations; penalties. 1. Any person who fails to
file a statement required to be filed by this article shall be subject
to a civil penalty, not in excess of one hundred dollars, to be
recoverable in a special proceeding or civil action to be brought
by the state board of elections or other board of elections.

2. Any person who knowingly and willfully fails to file a state-
ment required to be filed by this article within ten days after the
date provided for filing such statement or any person who know-
ingly and willfully violates any other provision of this article shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor.

3. Any person who knowingly and willfully contributes, accepts
or aids or participates in the acceptance of a contribution in an
amount exceeding an applicable maximum specified in this article
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

4. Any person who shall, acting on behalf of a candidate or
political committee, knowingly and willfully solicit, organize or
coordinate the formation of activities of one or more unauthorized
committees, make expenditures in connection with the nomination
for election or election of any candidate, or solicit any person to
make any such expenditures, for the purpose of evading the con-
tr:bution limitations of this article, shall be guilty of a class E
felony.

§ 14-128. Disposition of anonymous comtributiems. Any
anonymous contributions received by a campaign treasurer, polit-
ical committee or agency thereof shall not be used or
but the same shall be paid over to the comptroller of the state of
New York for deposit in the general treasury of the state umless,
before the date for filing statements and reports as hereim provided,
the identity of such anonymous contributor shell become kmewn,

. lection officers- 5

06. Misconduct o eord to any duly h:;“‘"
r candidate any right G0 o e

voter 0' . pro\,'\smn 0‘ . .
or to the
(electors o 10 votes, or who

2 c
in the execution O
| fraud, or knowing
ity of a felony
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GLENS FALLS DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Dan Martindale, Chairman
Lou Hoffis, Vice Chairman
Joe Dawson, Secretary / Treasurer

January 2, 1995

Dear Committee Member,

Enclosed please find my written report regarding the finances of
the Warren County Democratic Committee for your review. This
report is based upon my inspections of the financial data and
disclosure sheets on November 29, 1995 and December 10, 1995.

This report will also be a part of my chairman's report at the
January 10, 1996 Glens Falls Committee meeting, at which time I
will be happy to answer any questions you may have as best as
possible.

oield M

Dan Martindale
Chairman




CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Pursuant to the resolution passed on September 27, 1995
at a meeting of the Warren County Democratic Committee, a full
disclosure of the County Committee finances was made to the

Executive Committee thereof on November 29, 1995. On December 10,

1995, Executive Committee members were given a second opportunity

to inspect the cancelled checks, bank statements, check registers,
receipts, and state financial disclosure statements from July 13,
1993 (7/13/93) to the present.

This report will cover four separate disclosure periods,
coinciding with the financial disclosure statements, and a
reconciliation for the statement to be filed by January 15, 1996.
As background information, all receipts were in the form of what
the general public would recognize as a receipt, or invoices.
There were no bills of lading, bills of sale, etc. present.

Also, there is a $.25 use fee charged with each check
that is written. However, the way this fee is accounted for in the
check register has changed with the ascension of Tom O'Dea as
Treasurer. Former Treasurer Bill McCarthy recorded checks in the
register with the $.25 transaction fee included in the check
amount. In other words, the amount on the face of the check and
the amount recorded in the check register would differ by $.25.
However, the register and the bank statement would be accurate and
the balances would match. The current treasurer has decided that
the amount written on the face of the check will be the amouat that

is reflected in the check register. The aggregate amount of the




check charges will be deducted from the register quarterly, upon

receipt of the quarterly bank statement. This change is merely one

of method, and no discrepancies should arise therefrom.

PERIOD 1: JULY 13,1993 - JANUARY 12, 1994 (7/13/93-1/12/94)

During this time period, there were no events such as
raffles or dinners. The major expense for this period was the
County Democratic headquarters located in Glens Falls, where a
majority of the candidates were running for office. During this
time period, there were four checks issued for which there are no

receipts:

1. A check in the amount of § 300.00 issued to the New York
State Democratic Committee.

2. A check in the amount of $§ 214.74 issued for payment of
utilities at County Headquarters.

3. A check in the amount of § 318.74 issued to Raplh Farrell
for the phone bill at the County Headquarters.

4. A check in the amount of § 208.65 issued to Dick and Pat
Dudley for decorations and refreshments associated with the County

Headquarters.

There are no checks regarding the rent of the space used
for the headquarters because the space was given rent-free. Also

of interest was check # 2374. This check was in the amount of $




500.00 issued to the Meeta for Supreme Court campaign committee.
This check was voided because it was returned by the Meeta
Committee.

The total receipts for the period of July 12, 1993
through January 13, 1994 totalled §$§ 2,745.50. This figure is

confirmed by the disclosure statement, bank statement, and the

check register.

PERIOD 2: JANUARY 13, 1994 - JULY 12, 1994 (1/13/94-7/12/94)

There were two major events during this disclosure

period. The first was the retirement dinner for former Mayor Frank

O'Keefe. This event took place at the Queensbury Hotel. The total
deposits and funds raised for this dinner were $ 3,875.00. The
total expenses for the event totalled § 2,460.37, leaving a total
profit of § 1,414.63. After this event, two checks were issued for
which no receipts were given. One check was for $§ 1,300.00, and
the other was for $§ 200.00. Both checks were issued to former
Mayor Frank O'Keefe.

The difference between the total profit of $ 1,414.63 and
the § 1,500.00 given to Frank O'Keefe was due to a billing error
by the Queensbury Hotel. The Queensbury originally sent a bill for
$ 2,320.92. However, this bill did not include any tax. Thus, the
original profit from the dinner was $§ 1,554.08. An amended bill
was then sent which included tax in the amount of $ 139.45. The
new bill arrived after the aforementioned checks had been issued

to former Mayor O'Keefe. At that point, it would have been.




inappropriate to ask the former Mayor to return funds from his own

retirement dinner.

The other major event for that period was a raffle.

Total deposits for the raffle were $§ 24,271.00, which came from the

sale of 240 raffle tickets at § 100.00 each, plus a guest fee of

$ 12.00 for the dinner associated with the raffle. The expenses

and § 1,925.00 for meals at the

were $ 11,300.00 in prizes,

Colonial Arms, for a grand total of § 13,225.00. There were no

receipts given for the checks issued as raffle prizes, nor was

there a receipt given for the Colonial Arms bill. The question is,

is § 1,925.00 a reasonable expense for dinners for 120 people.

This

averages out to $ 16.04 per person. The total profit from

this

fundraiser was $ 11,046.00.

The total receipts for this period totalled $ 28,146.00.

figure matches the disclosure statement, check register and

bank statement. After expenses, the balance was $ 9,870.85.

PERIOD 3: JULY 13, 1994 - JANUARY 12, 1994 (7/13/94-1/12/95%)

For this disclosure period, there were four checks for

which there are no receipts:

1) check § 2431 in the amount of $§ 100.00 issued to the Hearts

and Flowers Committee.

2) check # 2445 in the amount of § 100.00 issued to the Hearts

and Flowers Committee.

3) check & 2438 in the amount of § 510.00 issued to the

Colonial Arms for the 1994 dinner rally.

4) check § 2435 in the amount of $ 52.20 to the postmaster.




Receipts from the Hearts and Flowers committee are not
to be expected, since it is a subcommittee of the County Committee.
The question is, is it reasonable to spend $ 100.00 on floral
arrangements and cards for sick, 1injured, or hospitalized

Democrats? It would seem so.

The postmaster receipt of $ 52.50 would cover the postage

for two (2) mailings to the County Committee membership, plus

approximately thirty more envelopes, which with two weeks to go
before the gubenatorial election is not unreasonable.

The major fundraiser during this period was a dinner at
the Colonial Arms. The dinner was attended by 55 people. Total
deposits for this dinner were $ 1,330.00. The expenses were $
510.00, thus leaving a total profit of $ 820.00. The total price
of the dinners averages out to be $§ 9.27 per person, which is not
an extravagant amount.

The bank statement shows a balance of $ 3,406.20. This
figure matched the check registers and receipts. However, there
was a $ 2,000.00 variance on the original disclosure sheet. The
disclosure sheet showed an amount of § 1,406.20.

The variance arose out of a contribution te the Bob
Lawrence for Congress campaign. A $§ 4,000.00 check was sent by the
County Committee to the Lawrence Campaign as a contribution.
$2,000.00 was returned, since federal election law does not allow
contributions of more than § 2,000.00. Two separate checks of $
1,000.00 each were then issued: #2436 was issued to the Essex
County Democratic Committee and #2437 was issued to the Saratoga

County Democratic Committee, which subsequently gave this money to




@ 4

the Lawrence Campaign. Inter-County transfers such as these are
not uncommon.

For the purposes of expediency, the checks were shown as
$ 4,000.00 going out in three checks, which is what was actually
spent, but the $ 2,000.00 that was returned by the Lawrence
Campaign was never shown as a deposit, since it was immediately
sent back out to the aforementioned County committees. This was
simply a matter of accounting. However, the campaign disclosure
form has since been amended to reflect the $ 2,000.00 as a deposit.
The amended statement was filed on December 11, 1995 and all
statements, disclosures, registers, and receipts now reflect the
figure of $ 3,406.20.

Furthermore, check #2436, which was issued to the Essex
County Democratic Committee was lost by that committee after the
transfer had been made. On December 9, 1994, a stop check order
was issued, with a fee of § 15.00 charged for doing so. That same
day, check #2441 was issued to the Essex County Democratic

Committee. Thus, there is no discrepancy.

PERIOD 4: JANUARY 13,1995 - JULY 12, 1995 (1/13/95-7/12/95%)
During this period, no fundraisers were held by the
COunty Committee. For this reporting period, there were two checks
for which there are no receipts:
Check #2454 in the amount of § 86.40 to the Postmaster.

Check #2452 in the amount of § 100.00 to the Warremsburg
Chamber of Commerce.

The check issued to the Chamber of Commercewas an expense
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related to the World's Largest Garage Sale, which was held the
weekend of September 30 / October 1, 1995. This fundraiser raised
$ 885.43 after expenses. The check to the postmaster was issued
at the beginning of the petition circulation period. Also, there
were two County Committee meetings, one in May and one in July, for
which notices had to be sent. Thus, it would seem that a bill of
$ 86.40 is not unreasonable.

The campaign disclosure sheet shows that § 615.71 in
deposits were made. This fiqure 1is also shown in the check
register, but nothing appears on the bank statement. The figure
is not shown on the bank statement because the $ 615.71 came from
outstanding checks, some which dated as far back as 1988, which
were retired by former Treasurer Bill McCarthy. Because teh checks
were never cashed, no funds were ever withdrawn from the bank
account. Although there is the slight chance that these checks may
be cashed, the prospects of this event occurring are not likely.
These retired checks are listed as deposits on the disclosure
statement because there is no area on the disclosure sheet where
retired debts should be listed. Therefore, former Treasurer
McCarthy listed these retired checks as deposits.

* ® * ® ® * * ® | § ® *

As of the last bank statement, September 15, 1995, the
checkbook showed a balance of § 2,647.12, while the bank statement
showed a balance of § 2,642.37, for a discrpancy of § 4.75, which
considering the amount of money that has been transferred in and

out of this account is de minimus,

Since that time, there was the aforementioned garage
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sale, an election weekend rally at the Hibernian Hall, and

contributions to political candidates. The balance as of December

10, 1995 was $§ 995.19, based upon the deposits and receipts, then

subtracting ther outstanding checks. The actual balance is §

990.94, which is due to the $.25 check charge and how it is

reflected. Former Treasurer McCarthy, when doing the checkbook

register, added $.25 to the amount of each check to cover the bank

charge. 1In other words, there would be a $.25 difference between
the check amount written in the register and the face amount of the
check.
The new Treasurer, Tom O'Dea, will instead enter the same
amount into the register as is written on the face of the check.

The bank charges will be aggregated and subtracted from the

register quarterly, to coincide with the bank statement. This is

merely a change of method and no discrepancies should arise from

the different system of accounting.

W)

Finally, for information purposes, the next financial

disclosure form is due to be filed by January 15, 1996.

*

& * * * * * &*

® * * ® ®

After my review of the bank statements, cancelled checks,
receipts, check registers, and financial disclosure statements of
the Warren County Democratic Committee, I have found all expenses,

deposits, and records to be accurate, reasonable, and legitimate.

[

Dan Martindale, Chairman
Glens Falls Democratic Comm.
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SUMMARY%F RECEIPTS / EX&!DITURES

i Oponlngulonoo—munmmumcbduuonﬂm 7 of your previcus statement $9,870.85

RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD

2. ' CONTRIBUTIONS

2a) Schedule Atotal ... WAL 1,406,20
2b) Schedule Btotal .............. 0.00
2¢) 8chedule C total 0.00
2d) Schedule D total ............... 0.00

2¢) Total Contributions (add 2a through 2d)

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS

3a) Schedule E total $ 0.00

3b) Schedule G total 0.00

$¢) Schedule 1 10a! ..cvcercere 0,00

3d) Schedule L total B 0.00

3e) Schedule P total ‘ 0.00

$t) Total Misgelianeous Recoipts (add 3a twough Je)

. TOTAL receipts this petiod (add 20 plus 3f)

. TOTAL (add Kkne 1 plus line 4)

EXPENSES THIS PERIOD
EXPENSES

6a) Schedule F, box 3 wotal eeee® 22200000
0) Total of Summaery line 2d and Schedule K, Coi 4 watal 0.00
6c) Schedule H total e _2.000.00
&) Schedule J total _0.00
8e) Schedule M totel
¢) Schedule Q tota

6g) TOTAL expenses this pertod (edd Sa through &) i 7,163.48
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SUMMARY%F RECEIPTS / EXP&DITURES
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RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD

2. ' CONTRIBUTIONS
2s) Schedule A total ... 8 _615.11
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2¢) Schedule C total. 0.00
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MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS
32) Schedule Etotal ........—... ¢ 0.00

3b) Schedule G total 0.00
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) Twmmm(mumwm ..... s _..._0.00

. TOTAL receipts this period (add 2e plus 30

. TOTAL (odd Wine | plus line 4)
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6c) Schadule H totel
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) Schedule Q tota |
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ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

ELIZABETHTOWN, NEW YORK 12932
518-873-3474
EDWARD P. HATCH Fax No. 518-873-3479 ADOLPH N. DISKIN

Democratic Commissioner Republican Commissioner
873-3475 873-3478

Rita J. Phillips Nancy G. Doyle
Deputy Depu
873-3477 $73-3476¢

May 16, 1996

Dear Margaret:

Enclose is the Financial Activity of the Essex County Democratic
Committee. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

(A

Rita Phillips
Deputy Commissioner




May 14, 1996

Here follows a report of the financial activity of the Essex
County Democratic Committee from July 1, 1993 to July 1,
1995. This report has been prepared by Barbara S. Dwyer, CPA
and a copy of her workpapers are attached for clarification.

Beginning cash balance, 7/1/93 $ 639.93

Cash receipts, 7/1/93-6/30/95:
Interest income 39.06
Party Contribution, 10/93 20.00
Raffle Income, 1993 755.00
Raffle Income, 1994 1,425.00
Party Contributions, 1994 1,810.00
Total Cash Receipts 4,049.06

Subtotal 4,688.99

Cash disbursements, 7/1/93-6/30/95:
Postage expense 85.76
County Fair Booth Rent 132.00
Supplies 97.65
Raffle Winner, 1993 377.50
Raffle Winners, 1994 225.00
Contribution to Robert Lawrence for
Congress campaign, 10/94 1,000.00
Contributions to local campaigns, 10/93 375.00
Contribution to United States
Democratic Committee 650.00
Phamplet design fee 60.00
Survey fee 300.00
Total Cash Disbursements 3,302.91

Ending cash balance, 6/30/95 1,386.08

I attest to the accuracy of the reporting of the financial
activities of the Essex County Democratic Committee as

here reported. _ ~—
\/‘ LY —‘H\k L g {-1-1-“-_ ?(
Matthew H. Dwyer, -

Treasurer -
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8  FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
3 Washington, DC 20463

October 1, 1997

John B. Farrell
125 South Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801

RE: MUR 4676

Dear Mr. Farrell:

This letter acknowledges receipt on September 25, 1997, of your complaint alleging
possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. The

respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five business days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on your
complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it to the
Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be notarized and swom to in the same
manner as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this
number in all future communications. Forymumfonnm°n,wehavemachedabr;d’duutpnon
of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

Matthew Dwyer, Treasurer

Essex County Democratic Committee
Jersey Street, P.O. Box 127

Essex, NY 12936

Dear Mr. Dwyer:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Essex County
Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaigs
Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act®). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered
this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against Essex County Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's
analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted withia 15
days of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based oa the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2U S.C. §
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission ia writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephose number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

e

F. Andrew Tu

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGCTON, D C. 20463

The Honorable Lois Montfort
Warren County Board of Elections
1340 State Road 9

Lake George, NY 12845-9793

Dear Commissioner Montfort:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicstes that you may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act®). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this sumber ia
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriste, statements should be
submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no respoass is received within
15 days, the Commission may take further action besed on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 US.C. §
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) uniess you notify the Commission in writing that you 0
made public. If you intend to be represented by coumsel in this matter, please
Conmsgonbywmplehngthemdosedﬁxmﬂmdnnmmﬂ*ﬂ-*d
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other comasunications
from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

F Andrew Tyrley

Supervisory Attorney
Central Edfforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 2046}

Peter Wager, Treasurer

Saratoga County Democratic Committee
6 Cappa Binca Drive

Waterford, NY 12188

Dear Mr Wager:

The Federal Election Commission received a complamt which indicates that

County Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this number in all future correspondencs.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demounstrate in writing that 20 action should
be taken against Saratoga County Democratic Committee and you, as tressurer, in this matter.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's
analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under cath Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15
days of receipt of this letter. If no respomse is received withia 15 days, the Commission say take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will ressin confidential in accordence with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a){(4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter 4o be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other comsmmications
from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

JAVS

F. Andrew TArley

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

C. William McCarthy, Treasurer
Warren County Democratic Committee
16 Lupine Lane

Queensbury, NY 12804

Dear Mr. McCarthy:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Warren
County Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act®). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to desnonstrate in writing that a0 action should
be taken against Warren County Democratic Committee aad you, as treasurer, in this matter.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's
analysis of this matter. Where appropriste, statements should be submitted under cath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15
days of receipt of this letter. unm-m-ﬁnsmhmnm
further action based oa the available information.

This matter will remsin confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. iWﬂ
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter $0 be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, pleass advise the
Commission by completing the eaclosed form stating the name, address and telephone sumber of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

Dan Martindale, Chairman

Glens Falls Demoratic Committee
17 Hillcrest Drive

Lake George, NY 1285

Dear Mr. Martindale:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act®). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this sumber in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be
submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within
15 days, the Commission may take frther action besed on the availeble information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with2 US.C. §
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unisss you notify the Commission in writing thet you wish the matterto
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please adviss the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.

Ly




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Thomas P. O’'Dea, Treasurer
Glens Falls Democratic Committee
17 Hillcrest Drive

Lake George, NY 12845

Dear Mr. O'Dea:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Glens Falls
Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaiga

Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have sumbered
.3 this matter MUR 4676. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

2 Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate ia writing that no action should
be taken against Glens Falls Democratic Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are relevast to the Commission’s analysis

) of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under cath Your reapomse,

» which should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of

- receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may tale flarther

action based on the available information.

5437;(:)(12)(A)uie.younulthmunmﬂnyu'ﬂh*bh
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, pleass advise the

Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone sumber of
such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3690. For your
i jon, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

F Andrew Tu

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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Warren County Board of Electiob
‘ 1340 State Route 9
Lake George, NY 12845

Tel. (518) 761-6456-6457
Robert M. Allen
Lois A. Montfort
Commissioners

October 9, 1997

F. Andrew Turley, Supervisory Att.
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D C. 20463

Re MUR4676
Dear Mr. Turley

In your complaint Mr John Farrell states that I had full knowledge of an illegal act and worked to
hide it. He also states | attended several Committee mectings where these subjects were discussed. He
implies that there is collusion between the NYS Board of Election and also the Saratoga County Board of
Election and myself. In addition, he states that I threatened his sister's job on more than one occasion.

The following are my answers to those allegations

I am a Warren County Democratic Commuttee person and I do attend most of the meetings. At
these meetings on more than one occasion the Farrells and their fiends have made several allegations
about the Committee and it's officers. The fact that they make allegations does not mean that I have
knowledge of illegal acts just because they make allegations. I do not mow or ever, have any direct or

indirect, knowledge of illegal activities past or present, by the Warrea County Demecratic
Committee or it's Officers. This office has never received any compliant from any of these individuals

In fact, it was the NYS Board of Elections that received the compliant and the County Committee
requested the State Board to audit them so these individuals could not suggest that this Office or | am
hiding anything, as Mr. Farrell is now suggesting. As a result the State Board made an investigation and
determination. [ am not nor is this Office in collusion with the NYS State Board of Elections or the
Saratoga County Board of Elections.

I have never threatened Jane Farrell's job in any conversation with Jane, her father or
anyeme. There were some who feit she should not have the job because of the allegations her family and
friends have been making since May 1995. However, | conduct my office without any interference from
the party committee members. My position has always been Jane should not be penalized for what ber
family was doing. The proof of this is the very fact that, Jane continued working for me until 7/25/97,
more than two years after her family started these allegations. I imagine Jane had to feel very
uncomfortable working together due to her family’s actions. Jane got married 6/7/97, she told me that
she and her husband are building their home in Saratoga County where he lives and owns property, as
such I imagine she wanted to work closer to her new home. Enclosed is a copy of Jane's resigastion with
her new name Jane Bryant. I hope this answers all of the questions that you may have. If you seed
anything else from me, please contact me. Thank you.

Si ly,




@

F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
Federal Election Commission

Washington, D.C. 20463
Dear Sir:

This letter is in response to MUR 4676. First, I wish to respectfully point out an
erTor in your cover letter to me dated October 1, 1997 wherein | am named as the
Treasurer of the Glens Falls Democratic Committee. That is incorrect. I am the
Treasurer of the Warren County Democratic Committee. My name is Thomas P.
ODea and I am the Treasurer of the Warren County Democratic Committee. 1
was elected to that office for the first time on Sept. 27, 1995 1 believe that there
was neither the knowledge of, nor any intent to, violate any election law, either
State or Federal, on the part of the Warren County Democratic Committee. As
evidence of this statement, please see Attachments Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Attachment
No. 1 is an Amended Financial Disclosure Statement that corrects a clerical error
for the period 07/13/94 through 01/12/95. This Statement contains the period in
question. Attachment No. 2 is a letter from the Warren County Democratic
Committee to the New York State Board of Elections requesting a review of the
financial records inclusive of the period in question. Attachment No. 3 isa
determination of the State Board after the above requested review was performed.
To me, these Attachments reaffirm my above statement regarding the kmowledge
and intent of the Warren County Democratic Committee.

However, Mr. Farrell's actions come as no surprise. There has been a concerted,
ongoing effort by a small group of disgruntied former and present
Commiteepeople to discredit the Warren County Democratic Committee. This
effort dates back to at least Sept., 1995. I will briefly outline the relevant events
and let you draw your own conclusion as to this group's intent in the following
paragraph.




| 4 @

On Sept. 27, 1995, the Warren County Democratic Committee (the "County”)
held its annual Organizational meeting whereat the bi-annual election of County
Officers occurred. Shortly prior to this meeting, the City of Glens Falls
Democratic Committee (a subcommittee of the County Committee) (the "City")
held a similar meeting to elect their City Officers. The incumbent City
Chairperson, Mr_ Farrell's mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for
reelection by Daniel Martindale At the County meeting of Sept 27, 1995, a letter
was circulated and simultaneously released to the press, requesting the New York
State Board of Elections to conduct an audit of the County financial records. Per
Attachment No 3, the allegations made against the County Committee were found
to be groundless In the intervening time between Sept., 1995 to the present,

various actions were taken by this small group to discredit the Warren County
Democratic Commuttee (see Attachments Nos. 4-9). The culmination of this
effort, prior to his complaint to your Agency, was a letter by Mr. Farrell
containing the erroneous statement that the determination made by the New York
State Board of Election was inconclusive for lack of records and that a new
Chairman was needed (see Attachment No 10 for Mr Farrell's statements on the
State Board and a new Chairman and Attachment No. 11 for my response pointing

to the erroneous nature of his statement). It appears that Mr. Farrell, having
failed in his attempt to discredit the Warren County Democratic Committee both
through use of the media and the New York State Board of Elections, now
requests that your Agency continue what any reasonable person might conclude is
a modern day witch hunt motivated by a political vendetta.

Thank you for your time and please do not hesitate to contact me if | can be of
further assistance in this matter

Rcs_peaﬁxllySubmitted,

~///,\ / ’v'/

J (,/L«':/ﬂ (7} O'Q{)M

Thomas P. ODea, Treasurer,
Warren County Democratic Committee
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SUMMARY®)F RECEIPTS / EXPONDITURES

Opening Balance - must be same as ending balance on line 7 of your previous statement W

RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD

CONTRIBUTIONS

2a) Schedule Atotal......$ ] 406 20
2b) Schedule 8 total ..o 0.00
2c) Schedule C total ............... 0.00
2d) Schedule D total ............... laNs o)

2e) Total Contributions (add 2a through 2d)

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS
3a) Schedule E total s _0.00
- 3b) Schedule Gtotal....... 2D D

n 3c) Schedule | total ..o .00
3d) Schedule L total — 0.0

3e) Schedule P total o
3t) Total Miscellaneous Receipts (add 3a through 36) ..—.$ 2 AD. D

TOTAL receipts this period (add 2e plus 3)

. TOTAL (add line 1 plus line 4)

EXPENSES THIS PERIOD

6. EXPENSES
Ga) Schedule F, box 3 total iicasoinl} M
@) Total of Summary ine 2d and Schedule K, Col 4 total
6c) Schedule H total T —. m
60) Schedule J total comiiisiolina 0.0
Ge) Schedule M total s 0.70

6N Schedule Q total
6g) TOTAL expenses this period (add 8a through 8f)

BALANCE at end of period: sublract line ég from ine §........



@ STATUS REPORT ®

STATUS OF CONTRIBUTIONS
8a) Contributions received, from line 8¢ of your previous report”
8b) Contributions recsived this period, line 2e
8c) TOTAL, line 8a plus 8b

8d) Contributions refunded, from this summary, line 6e
8e) TOTAL contributions to date (line 8¢ minus 8d)

STATUS OF CAMPAIGN EXPENSES
ga) Campaign expensaes paid, from line 9f of your previous report®
gb) Campaign expensas this period, line 6a
9c) In-Kind offset. Schedule D total.

9d) TOTAL add lines 9a through S¢

9e) Refunds of campaign expensas, from this summary, line 3d
9f) SUB-TOTAL campaign expenses to date (line 9d minus 9e)
g9g) Outstanding liabilities (Schedule N total).
9h) Total Campaign Expensaes to date (line 9f plus line 9g).

* This figure will be O (zero) if this is the first report of a new campaign.

_ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES
i Candidate name Office/District

"“TOTAL AMOUNT ALLOCATED (piease use acditional pages if neccessary)

STATUS OF LOANS RECEIVED
10a) Loans recsived, to dats, from line 10g of your previous report
100) Loans received this period, from this summary, line 3¢ £
10c) TOTAL loans recsived to date, ine 10a plus 100 74

10d) Loans repaid this period, from this summary, ine 6d //

108) TOTAL line 10c minus 10d V4
100 mmmmmm&mcw
10g) STATUSdmmnm(lm10.m1m

STATUS OF LOANS MADE

11a) Loans made to date, from iine 11e of yoor previous report
11b) Loans made this period, from your records
11c) TOTAL, line 11aplus 11b .
11d) Amounts included in 11C above, which were repaid/forgiven this period
110) aalmoﬂommado.t/ommncmnd)

12,  STATUS OF HOUSEKEEPING RECEIPTS

12a) WWC&Y mmmammm

12d) Housekeeping recsipts this period, from this summary, line 3¢ 3
12c) TOTAL, houskeeping recsipts to date (lne 12a pius 12b) h.

13. STATUS OF HOUSKEEPING EXPENSES

m Housekeeping expenses ONLY, mnmdmmm

130) m&wmow m
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' Democratiz QATTACAMENT  No. -

Committee

P.O. Box 9, Johasburz, NY 12843
Wm. A. Montfort, Chairman

March 20, 1996

Stanley Zalen, Enforcement Counsel
State of New York State Board of Elections

Swan St. Bldg., Core 1, Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223-0002

Dear Mr. Zalen:

L6 1 SZ UM 96

As you are aware our chairman Bill Moantfort has been in contact with Associate Accountar®, Cn‘i
Montanino of the Financial Disclosure Section, concerning a request by our chair for the State of New York
Board of Elections to review the Warren County Democratic Committee's financial disclosures, and related

~ documentation for every financial disbursement our committee has been involved with for the past two years
“t As you can see from our County Committee's by-laws (on file with the State Board and which were
~. adopted onSeptembcr.s 1991 mdadoptedagmwnhmnmychmga&omtheprmauoneon&ptemberw

O needtoﬁﬂyoumonahtﬂebackgmmdutowtyhmmhngthuumsmlrequea

AxourSBl/95 regular meeting the Finance Committee Treasurer's Anmual Report was made by

"> Chairman, Montfort in the absence of Treasurer, McCarthy. A motion to accept the treasurer report was made
- and carried all yes with the exception of six abstentions from Glens Falls.

2 Organizational meeting 9/27/95: with 95% attendance, the following motion was passed: The County

—~ Committee Treasurer will make fuull disclosure to the Executive Committee of all disbursements & records for the
period 7/12/93 to present and the Executive Committee will report their findings back to the full committes. The

N vote was all yes with the exception of one sbstention from the County Treasurer to avoid any conffict of interest.

Executive meeting 11/29/95: The above resolution required our newly elected Treasurer, Tom ODes to
demoastrate to, and answer questions from the entire Executive Committee, whose membership consist of the
Chairman, the Vice-Chair, the Secretary, the Treasurer, all the Town Chairmen, the City Chairman, and the
members of the State Committee who represent the county. Together, these community leaders compared the
financial disclosures oa file with the County Board of Elections, every financial disbursement, benk check issued,
Exscutive Committee of the Warren County Democratic Committee, have duly inspected the docurmentation of
our committee’s financial records as required by our county committee resolution of %27/95 and their procedure
wnﬂMmMMMththCmmm‘“




Special meeting 1/5/96. Motion to accept the Executive Committee Report on the Financial Disclosure
given on 11/29/95 carried the vote was yes with the exception of 7 abstentions, the treasurer and six individuals
from Glens Falls. The acceptance of the executive committee's report in satisfaction of the motion should have
concluded the review of the financial records in questions.

However, we have had six individuals from Glens Falls who along with the six proxies they carry for their
friends and relatives, trying to discredit our chair, our treasurer, as well as most of the committee. with their
unfounded allegations concerning the committees finances. Their motive is not important but the damage to our
reputation is important. This group had previously asked for finical records but had not followed by-laws or
parliamentary procedure, and so were out of order. During the 9/27/95 meeting they said they would be fully
satisfied with the county committee's acceptance of the report on committees finances from disclosure to the
executive committee. The county committee has accepted the executive committee's report as fully satisfying the
resolution of 9/27/95, therefore seemingly putting an end to the matter. However, this group has evidently

. changed its mind as you can see from the enclosed copy of a 12/1/95 news paper article.

These people, either openly or implicitly, have taken the posture that there is possible, even probable,
collusion between all the officers of the county committee and the entire chairmanships of the town and city sub-
. committees, and the former treasurer of the county committee, to hide the financial information. In September
they tcok information, misrepresented it and distributed it. Our current treasurer Tom O'Dea should have been
- qualified both professionally an< as an unbiased person since the records under question pre-dated his taking
office Likewise, the new city chair's report of the disclosure should have been considered unbiased however, it
didn' sausfy these individuals.

- If they truly have questions about the county committee finances and are not satisfied by their own
leadership's acceptance and reassurances, then an unbiased review from outside this organization is in order and
mthecommmeesb&mtm kumdasnndablehowsomemyfednbo;nmommmoneonducmgn
mernalrmcwofnsdi B TLATH :

mgﬂmmmmmﬂ, Mﬁmmum&ewﬁummmwm s
review with Mr. Montanino's office. If you have any questions please don't hesitate 1o ¢ ratact our Chairman, Bill
Montfort @ 251-3138 or our Treasurer, Tom ODea @ 623-9333

Sincerely, .
Mo, Patc Wnllte, Jhom— (7 Dl

Mrs. Patricia Antinello, Secretary & Thomas O'Dea, Treasurer
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RTIRCAMENT ND.3

State of New York
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

SWAN STREXT BUILDING, CORE 1
6 EMPIRE STATE PLAZA, SUTTE 201
ALBANY, N.Y. 12223-1650
Phoes: S18/474-2063  Pax: 518/406-0068

Evelyn J. Aquiila
Commissiener

March 7, 1997

Mrs. Patrida Antinello, Secretary
Thomas O'Dea, Treasurer

Warren County Democratic Committee
P.O. Box 9

Johnsburg, New York 12843

Dear Mrs. Antinello & Mr. O'Dea:

Enclosed please find a copy of the Determination of the New York State Board of
Elections in the above matter.

Very trulv yours,

\/f)‘\ L\ZZC{A
Stanley L. Zalen
Enforcement Counsel F

SLZ/dch
Enc




x
In the Matter of the Complaint Against DETERMINATION
The Warren County Democratic Committee CMP95-76-SC96-9
X

WHEREAS, the New York State Board of Elections (Board) received this
complaint on September 8, 1995, with additional portions of the complaint
being sent on September 18, October 4, and October 25, 1995, and,

WHEREAS, the complaint having alleged that funds of the Warren
County Democratic Committee had been dissipated in 1994 and 1995 either for
illegal personal use or illegal expenditures for a primary election, and,

WHEREAS, it is alleged that a gift from Committee funds was given to
a retired Mavor of the City of Glens Falls, a violation of Election Law, and,

WHEREAS, the Board having investigated these allegations, and,

WHEREAS, it appears there is reasonable cause to believe that no funds
raised for campaign purposes were used to make a personal gift to the retired
mayor of Glens Falls, nor were the Committee's funds used for any other
personal use or for any primary elections, and,

NOW, THEREFORE, there is not reasonable cause to believe a crime has

been committed and this matter is closed.
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| D&mocrats’®
squabble

ATTACHM ENT NO. Y

[} [ ) ([ ]
intensifying
Some members call on state
to audil commiltee finances

By Michhel DeMasi
Stafl Writer

Infighting and distrust within the
Warten County Democratic
Committce Have gotten 3o bed that
o group of Qicns Falle-hased party
meinbera are calling on the state to
sudin the committee’' s finances. -

The aquabble will be 'vented
tonight when the commiti¢e meets
hehind closed doors to elect its slate
of ofTicers for the next wo yesrs.
"I @ recend Telier 1o the otale Bewd
47 Blections, oin prominent olty,

4
.

1
Specifically, they clabtm Montfort
hat been reluctant to turm over
detailed information abowut the
comnntiee e financea. -

AMonifart «aid he ond other
commiiee members who oversee
the financed woulda't opea the
booke because they were invulted
by the suggestion something
urdcrhanded was hﬂn! dome.

Nut, Mentfont eawd. “1 dom’t have
any problem with the world seeing
wlhist < 1 theee ™

A spokcanan tir the cinte Roaed
of Tlcchons ad the anditl requesd
h1e been turned over (o the
agency’ ¢ enlorcement counsed,
Sembey Zalen, fis tovsew

Nut the ageney ‘¢ hacking of cases
means, even if the spency decides
an inveshigation shoukd he done,
hikely wonldn't be started Tor
menthe

The oy Denuw e <y Afonthout
el thom bt epomg the commltee
conld  <pend  $4HH) om a
“newspaper”  heraliling  the
Democr ne” accomphichments in
mlice bt later hacked il the
pledie Becmee he sand there wawm'{
eneuph moacy 1o pay o f

AN e poant m 104 the Waseen
Conmiy Th et ( oownnttee ol
apprretimately SHLIO in s

. - -

L I T R N P T

TV Y .

Squabble

From Page B1

8 $4,11) balsnce.

When asked ear) i
whetber the commenes would cay
for the oe Madennn:;e
told the city there wase't
caough mowey to do s citywide
mmuniwum
ded‘::wayht

“They did not wast w do thys.™
Moatfor said -

treasurer of the comminee, William
McCarthy of Queensbury, “leaves
behind s stack of signed official
(commitiee) checks™ for Montfort

when 2
“?mpfh:;

Montfort, who also signs it.

To save the 25-cent per check
charge, Moatfort smd the checks are
made out 10 cover several expenses
at once, something he admus
“probably isn't the nght thing 10 do ~

Moatfort bebeves are recempes
for all the transactions, except for
money remnbursed © Dudiey and hes
wife, Pat, after the 1993 elecoon for

mmm
people would bave been

insulted if 1 asked for a receipe ™
Moutfort sad.

the ¢i
has "y

oy e s
Last mo ey fearned the
state Boerd of Elections may be
h-ded'-byh'-elfnisua.
33ibly because of a forgery
emaitzer said there was no
fe . and asserts the allegation
came Moatfart or other leaders
of the party.
Moastfont szid be doesn’t know

lrcasury,” statce the Scpt R letter,
which wae ohtamcd hy Fhe Post.
Stm " Ihcee wae na loxal, that s
city, trww o coamrty, 1w cs it yenr
that would have promptcd laige
of ey

RMontlort caid he docsn’t buow
whete the city Deminorate pot the
SO Gipang, mod ot e cleered
a compronnse lor distihntine the
newepaper, but wac turncd doeon

“1 o't kvow whia these people
smoke.” eapd Montfnr whe wag
Finuming over hic fellow Do pate’

*'ul-m
Accarding 1o+ finaneasl
disclocuee datcment for the vy

wenwhs coebing lanumy 190€ (he
conpedy % mociate € ranant o hwl

See Sguabbile: Next Prge
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squabble
intensifyin

Some members ¢all on state
to audit commillee [inances

By Michael DeMag
Sten Writer

Infighting and distruc within the
Warren County Democrenic
Commitice have 2011en 30 bed thag
& group of (llena Falle haeed party
mewhers are calling on the state 0
oudit the comnmunee’ o finances

The equahhie will be vented
fonight when the comnuttee meete
bebind cloved dooes (0 elect Ha ginte
of officere for the ey 1wo yeare

ln-mmlummlhemlo-‘
of Elections, 91y Prominest chy

including Treasurer
rer and Commen
mhers Mergaret Forreit,
Richard Dinflcy gl David ¢
=ty there hae been g fen
fcries  of very  troub ag
trregniarities and actions™ b
Commitice Chairman Williem A
Mot o001
tally ey, claun Aetfoes
cen reluciant 1o furm over
dermiied inlormarion ahout the
"ee ¢ Ninancee
e et pe and other
Crmmitiee membegy whn Cversee
the financee wonlda'p open the
hoke hecanse they were neglicd
kv the Ruggestion Omething
wilerhande ] waq heing

LLTTLRE N PowY A Wil
A0 revdidenn wgily the
whioo o there

A edconen by gl AL LI L)
e e ey, LT TP Y 10w o
hes bien ned nier g0 she
AETN o rnlireemeng Crunec|
Nl 2abn foe ey

1hot the spemy ¢ by blong ng [ P2Y
TS cven il gl rEncy ey wies
I ACOE M bbb e n
Vel woaldn ¢ be atareed tove
TR

LTI [ ", ARILN ST
bl been By WImE the  (museier
ool wpemd St on
hes LLE LY T
t arcamphichiments (L]
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PeaApapey”

e g T
LR L el R -
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From Page B1

254,111 balamce
When aske

wbether the
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and
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of the year g

sagn
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Prvemy  etared o Srpt ¥ fragey
whah uve ehivinrd by gp, [
Sem bhevr wac o ). ey e
LR 1Y Ll YT ey xS Lot vowe
that woseels) by, Prvmpe d g,
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d ecarlier this year

. Montfort ga,d pe

DOt want 10 do this ~

ered and spends mog;
“ln ;';ncuce_ Mr Mootfor Cap
and

Warrea Counry
Comminee og bis sole suthon
Saeey

Buw Montfort gaed

the commitiee g

Montfore who alsp g n
To save the 25-cent pey check
charge. Montfort s the Checks are
€xpenses
- Something he admyy
Y ID'1 the nghe thang 10 do =
- ort belreves there are '-:z
o all the transactions, except
money reminrsed i Dudiey and s
wife, Pn.lftvhl”)eletmh
Cxnpagn €xpensey.
“These people would have been
183ulted f | ggpeqd for o receipr ”
ontfon wand

Frictiop between qhe cny
has

oy
Over the last severa] onths
?! Personality coaflicrs and the
celing imoog some commitiee
membery thet ®y Dewocrass are
ryiog to ruie the parry Ciry
dewy thar sssertoos

Las moath, Kemorezer jearged the
state Board of Elections msy be
lovestigaimg Somunsung petitions
banded wn hy hemeeif and hos father,
POsssbly because of o forgery
Kemniizer 531d there was po
forgery. and 333ETHS the allegation
Came from

1
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Democrat claims suspicion
remains on Montfort actions

By Michael DeMasi
Staff ‘Nrier

GLENS FALLS — An nternal
review of “Warren Counts
Democrauc Comminee tinances his
uncovered no wrongdoing. but 2
prominent iy Dermnocrat said somee
suspicion remains about the actions
ar Charrmar “Witham M. Monttort.

Cirv Treasurer Paul A. Kemnuzer
doesn’t cuestion the findings tha
tite comstitied’s canceied chethas
match the rece:pls 101 expenses
ncurred since Julv 1993, But,
Nemnitzer wants (ae opporiuntty
for mim or invone e¢lse on the
committee 10 100k at the 2xpenses
(0 evnsure they ‘re lecitimate.

"I ] reviewed it and eventhing

-

was ‘ine. that would be the end or

1.7 said Kemnuzer. a ceruified
pubiic accountant. on Thursday.

Kemnuzer and other city
Democrats have raised questions
about Monttort’s handling of the
commuttee’s books. and asked the
state Board of Elections n
September 10 do an audit of the
finances. Thao request s sull
pending. according to a state
spokesman.

T
Juasiloning

\\ hen Montion was re-2lecied as
county charman in deniember. the
mnancas

town

v nrzht The counn
cumnmuitee s reasurern. Thomas P
O Dea. told the ull committcy of
the indinys.

In an iteniew Thursday. O'Dea
sard  afthouesh there weren’:
ccaipty fOr 2ven tramsaction. e
found notriny wrecular about the
records.

In some cascs. he found no
reca1pts tor campaign
contributions. but O 'Dea said
that’s common sinc2 a Jonor often
doesn’t expect the candidate to
WrIte 2 recaipt.

The donor s 2iving the money n
part pecause he or she trusts the
cand:idate, O'Dea said. ~o there's

no reason for the recept. in other
¢ases. there was no reczipt [or
<hecks made out 0 the post vrice
=l don’: thinx a reasonzci2
person would »av thaving 20
rece:pt jor he JOSIMASIET s 2N
irrezulanny.” O'Dea said.

Kzmnitzer sad he med to make 2
muuoen 0 dilow for mspection o
the records by 1oy cur
member — wath the oversignt
Montrort and O Dea — but.
said. Montron sicppec him.

“1t creates suspicion in pewnie <
muinds when he's ~o adamant not o
et anvone looa at " Nemaitzer
said.

Monttont couidn't be reached tor
comment. The city Democratie
charrman. Damei 5. Martincaie.
looked Jat the records and ~aid
evenvihing 'vas in order.

Martindale said he'll be making a
more complete report about the
tinancex when the city commitice
meets later this moath.

“It wasn't that derailed of 4
report 2inen to the (countyt
commutice,” Martindale admirtted.
“Ongce |'m given the chance 10 give
my report. mavbe Paul (Kemnizer:
would change ks opimon.™
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@LOCAL
State inquiry finds
no wrongdoing by
county Democrats

By Paul Ertelt
Staff Wnter

The state Board of Elections,
responding to a 1995 compiaint
from six city Democrats. has found
no evidence of wrongdoing alter
reviewing financial records o: the
Warren County Democrauc
Commuttee.

“There i1s not reasonable cause to
beiieve a cnme has been commurted
and this matter is closed.” according
10 a determinanon signed by board
attorney Staniey L. Zalen.

Specifically, Zalen concluded that
no party funds had been used to
make a gift to former Democratic
Mavor Francis X. O'Keefe of Glens
Falls, ané that no commuittee funds
were used for personal use or a
pnmary electon.

Questions over the financ:al
records were the source of a major
nfi 1o the county Democratc Party
After the complamt was fiied. party
officials a.sked the board to review
the party's records from July 12,
1993 through Jan. 1, 1996.

In a letter dated Monday. county
Democranc Chairman William A.
Montfort said the board’s decision

shows that he and other pam
leaders were “vicums of a series of
false aliegauions ... by a few vicious
and divisive individuals.”

But Richard E. Dudley. president
of the Glens Falls Common Counc:l
and one of the complaintants, said
the board did not have sufficient
informanon 1o make its decision.

“The documents were so
fragmentary from the county
organization ... that there was no
way of proving or disproving
anything.” he said.

Monrtfort could no: be reached for
comment Wednesday.

City Democrats have said they
started ashing questions about the
county commirntee’s finances after
they were told in 1995 that the
committee hzé money to pay for a
“newspaper” heralding the
Democrats™ accompiishments
Later, they saic. they were told the
committee couidc't afford the
literature.

Montfort has said he told the ciry
Democrats there wasn't enough
money to do a cirywide mailing. but
he suggested hand distribution of
the newspaper. City Democrats
didn 't approve that method. he said.

FOR THE RECORD
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ii’ Fight brewihg in Glens Falls for
. control of Democratic Party

By Paul Rrtelt
el Writer

GLENS FALLS — There will be a battle
. for the heart and soul of the city's
', Democratic Party on Sept. 9.
' On that day, primaries will be held for
‘ Democratic Committee seats in 12 of the
ﬁl 19 election districts.
q '8 an extremely unusual number,” said
L gl Daniel 8. Martindale. “For
part, they're uncontested.”
T are the result of the
! siiman-at-Large Richard E.

2, 0nd of Martndaicl ot 1

R

stop them.

“We feel the Democratic Party needs to

o in a different direction,” said city

reasurer Paul A. Kemnitzer, one of
Dudley’s chief political allies.

Kemnitzer and Dudley’s wife, Patnicia,
are vying for the two committce seats in
Ward 2°'s Election District 1. They face
Daniel L. and Sharon M. Hall.
Kemnitzer's two sisters and parents are
also vyiag for committee scats.

But the premier race will be in Ward 2
District 4, where Dudicy and his brother,
Lawrenee E. Dudley, are competing

Martindale and Bruce A. Cabana.

1995, Martindale ousted longtime city

Chairwoman Margaret J. Farrell. who 1s
also a city councilwoman representing the
city's Sth Ward, during a divisive struggle
for control of the committee. Since then,
Mantindale has often been at odds with the
city’s elected Democrats.

Farrell s running in a four-way primary
for a committee seat in Ward S [histrict |

All told, the Dudley taction filed
pettions for 20 committee spots, but the
petition for Farrell’'s son, John, was
disqualified on a technicality Tuesday.

There is only one candidate running in
one district, so that means 37 committee

See Fight: Next Page
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Fight

members will be selected in
primary. If all of the Du‘
faction's 19 candidates
committee secats, they will have the
51 percent needed to oust
Martindale and take over the
committee.

But even if all the faction's
candidates aren't successfui,
Kemnitzer said 1t may be able to
win the support of other committee
members and still win control.

“There's a good chance we'll take
over the city commattee.” he said.

Martindale 1sn’t taking that threat
lightly

“They could conceivably do it,”
he sard

But Martindale said he anticipated
their plan and has tried to block it

by finding candidates for mo ‘
commitice seats. ‘j
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Court: Kemnitzer had no right to challenge candidates

By Paul Ertelt
Staff Writer

QUEENSBURY — Glens Falls Treasurer
Paul A. Kemnitzer did not have “standing™ to
object to the petitions of five candidates for
Warren County Democratic Committee because
he does not live in the election district of the
candidates, a court has ruled.

Kemnitzer, himself a candidate for the
committee, objected to the petitions of one
committee candidate from Glens Falls, two

and two from Hagus.

But in a decision relcased Monday, state
Supreme Court Justice Dominick J. Viscardi

said Kemnitzer 1s not allowed to do that
because he does not hve in the elecnon distnict
of any of the challenged candidates

“Whether the petitions should be validated or
invalidated need not be reached by this court
due to the petitioner’s lack of standing,”
Viscardi ruled. :

The decision upholds a ruling of the Warren
County Board of Elections.

Viscardi also ruled that Kemnitzer does not
have standing to defend the petition of John
Farrell. The county Board of Elections ruled
that Farrell's petition for a Glens Falls
Democratic Committee seat did not contain
enough valid signatures.

OBITUARIES

Kemnitzer sard Mondsy that he does not plan
to appeal the ruling

Warren County Democrats will vote for
committee members at the Sept. 9 primary.
Kemnitzer and his political allies, including
Glens Falls Councilman-at-Large Richard E.
Dudlcy, have put up a slate of candidates for
committee seats 1n an attempt to gain control of
the city committee and perhaps the county
commitiee.

Kemnitzer and Dudley have long been at
odds with city Democratic Chairman Daniel S.
Martindale and county Democratic Chairman
William A. Montfon.
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Dudley, allies swept from committee

was $th Ward Councilwomasrtdarperet J.

- but hor busbend, Ralph, was defossed.
Mirs. was the charwomaen of the crty
comminnee befers she was ousted by
MarGadnly i 199%

By Paul Erteit
Staff Writer

GLENS FALLS — The bettle for the soul of
the city’s Democratic Party is over, aad city
Chesrman Damel S. Martindale appearns w0 be
the wmnner.

Al least, bis staunchest Democratic enemies

have been vanqueshed.
In Tuesday's . Richard E. Dudiey

esident of ¢ Com-u Council aad
u.uhh' ‘s chief lost

Dudley did not retwn a phone call seeking
comment Wednesday afternoon.

Dudley's wife, Patricia, his brother,

Treasurer Paul A

Councilman Devd

Zy were all bumped from the

commatiee by Democratic volers.

Cooney also lost his bud for the Democranc
nomination for his council seat to political
novice Mark U. Caruso Sr. He lost hus bud for
the commines seat at the hands of Caruso end

Kemnitzer's father, John E Kemnitzer,
retained his commitiee seat, and his mother,
Mary E. Kemnitzer, also won a comminee
seat. But Paul Kemnitzer's two sisters, Lyn
and Susan, were defested In therr attempts to

SAID COMMITee 8POts.

Th‘n were contested races for commitiee

seats in IZonheuty s 19 elecuon distnicta.

Easch distnct is entitled to two comminee "

members, bt oaly 36 ssets were filled There
is a vacamcy i one diswict, and there was » tie

vote 1n another. The Warren County
Democratic Commitiee. which includes
iy comrmnee, will decide the winner o

e, Marandale saxd.

The election for chairman of the city
commitiee must be held withm 19 days of the
prmary, but no date has been set for the vore,
Marundale saxd He 13 confident of bus chances
ofholdm;hnpouuh.dofdnm

] thunk | sohidly have 24 voses.” be saud.

County Democrauc Committiee Chasrman
Willism A. Mootfort, Martindale's polincal
mensor, faced no m his bid 10 retam
one of Johasburg's two commitiee seats.
Montfort

1 expecied 10 be re-lected as comsty

%
-
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They called in a
vanety of
emergencies,
Accidents, fires,
bomb threats. But
they never gave a
location, except
saying ‘school’ or
something like that.
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Dudley, allies swept from committee
S ol

2elide the winner ¢f the

By Paul Erteit
Swa® Wrer

GLENS FALLS — The bantle for the soul of
the cin’'s Democratc Parmy 1s orver, and ciny
Chairman Daswel S Marundale appeans 1o be
the wanner

At least. bes moumchest Democranic enemies
have been vanquished.

In Tuesday's . Rchard € Dudley,

resident of lu Cemmon Council and

arundale’s chief nemesis. lost 8 bid for a
commines seot. 88 dod some of his closest

polmcal allees.
I gwak « shows the direcsion that Democrats
m the cxy wanted @ go.” Martndale sasd.

Dudley did not retumn o phone call seeking
comment W ednewla afternoon
Dudliey s wife Patricia, bis brither
Lawrence A Dudlev. ¢ Treavurer Paul A
Nemnitzer. and 4th M ard (vunciiman David
F Cooney were all humped from the
comminee by Demacrauc yoters
Cooney also lost his bid for the Democratic
nomination for his counait seat 1o polincal
noswce Mark U Caruso St He lost his bd for
the commutiee scat at the hands of Caruso and
Canaso s wife, Lee-Anne
Al 10ld. of the 19 comminee candidates put
by the Dudley faction, only five were

Among the faction’s successful candidaies

was ¢th Ward Councilwoman Margaret J
tarrell, twn ber hushand Raiph was defeated
Mry Farrel! mas the cSarmwmomas of the 0y
commiitee before she was cuyel v
Marnndake n | 99¢

Nemnitzer s father, John E Remniizer
retained his commutiee seat. and his mother
Many £ Kemnitzer. also won a committee
seat But Paul Kemnnzer's two sisters, Lvn
and Susan, were defeated in thew anemps 10
fain comyminee spots

There were contested races for commuttee
seats in 12 of the ciry 3 19 election distnets

Each district 15 entitled to two commattee
members, but only 36 seats were filled There
1s 3 vacancy m one distnct, and there was a e

vate 1n another The
Demncratc {ommatice
TR CPeRTanee, W
< Maroeacaie sasd
The elest cmarmar of the ity
comminee mus: be heid within 19 days of the
primary. but no date has been set for the vole.
Martindale said He 11 confident of his chanc'
of holding his post as head of the comminee
"1 think 1 sohdiy have 24 votes,” he sand
County Democranc Commniee Chairman
Wiliam A Montfort, Martindale’s pohitical
mentor. faced no opposition m his bd to retain
one of Johnsburg s 1wo commitiee seats
Montfort 1s expected 1c be re-ehected as county
chairman

N e
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NO. O ®

8/14/97

Dear Fellow Democrat.

Eight years ago, while on my way back to Potsdam college, my father and |
stopped at the Johnsburg Supervisors office to talk with Bill Montfort. My father and |
had been discussing the frustration with the mactivity of the Warren Co. Democratic
leadership. Dad had been reminiscing about the days when my Uncle Dan Healy was
chairman, "Those were the days when the committee made a difference” he told me.

I had thought that since Bull had won the Supervisor position in the mostly
Republican Johnsburg he might bring that winnung touch to the Committee. | had also
thought that new leadership may help heal the poor relationship with the Cuomo
admunistration since the commuttee had endorsed Koch onginally.

Bill was receptive to the notion of bemg Chairman and I began calling members of
the commuttee appealing for change and change we had. My family and others on the
committee worked to suppont change and support Bill. I was proud to be the first to
nommate Bill Montfort for Warren Co Democratic Charrman.

As tume went on | helped with the mailing of our first newspaper attended
successful fund-raisers, and circulated petitions for good candidates. The committee
seemed revitalized. My famly even attended Johnsburg commuttee picmic fund-raisers to
show our support.

I suppose the first sign of the "honeymoon™ being over was about four years ago.
I reported that I had learned our raffie was illegal and could potentially cripple us
financially if someone was to sue. The reception of this news was one of “kill the
messenger” and the raffle went ahead that vear. The law has since been toughened and
has no room for mterpretation.

Two years ago, following contradictory statements regarding the balance in our
account and stalling relative to a requested treasurer’s report, members of the City
Committee asked to review fmnancial records. Smce that time the committee has been
embroiled m a public and private battle

For my part | saw a clear violation of federal election law and questioned how this
could be allowed. At that | was threatened with a hable suit from former congressional
candidate Bob Lawrence and my sister. then an employee at the board of elections, bad
her job threatened if | dared pursue thus questionmg

Contrary to what Mr. Montfort has said about the State Election Boards
mvestigation the committee was not exonerated. Rather the findings were incoaciusive for
lack of records and the federal law was considered not withmn their purview and suggested
1t be taken to a different venue.




My family, once counted among fnends of the committee and its leadership, are
now enduring personal attacks, lies and mnuendos. As members of the committee we
have been conveniently excluded from the mvitation list of commuttee functions. The
chairman has done nothing to heal the wounds but has fostered the resentment between
the members.

Even now Mr. Montfort works to rid himself of his once friend and ally Tom
Hang, Queensbury committee charman. Tom had the nerve to question the contmued
unproductive and vengeful direction the Chairman has led the executive committee. Tom.
m his capacity as Warren Co. charr of the elect Steven James commuttee, asked my father
and me to help in a public appearance at the Glens Falls Civic Center. Upon our arrival to
help, Mr. Montfort stormed off giving little regard to our congressional candidate.

[ write this letter to show you a pattern of behavior. As a member of the
commuttee you are not allowed to have a contradictory opmion. A once productive
commuttee has been compromised by personality conflicts and a lack of productive
leadership

The last election saw no one run for State Senate or Assembiy and our
congressional candidate couldn't even have literature at the Democratic headquarters.
When energes are directed toward revenge little 1s accomplished. Only through positive
leadership can our party make a difference. I suggest that the committee consider a new
Chairman for the task of healing the party. Only an objective individual can hope to direct
our party membership toward larger goals verses petty bickering.

7 hn B. Fm{/
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Warren (‘Jnty
Democratic
Committee
P.O. Box 9, Johnsburg, NY 12843

August 18,1997

Cear Fellow Democratic Commutteeperson:

My name is Tom ODea and [ am the current Treasurer of your Warren County
Democratc Commuttee. I'e recenty received a letter, dated 08/14/97, from John Farrell,
a Democratic Committeeperson in the Citv of Glens Falls. The letter contains a reference
to the finding made dy :he NYS Board of Elections concemning an investigation of the
Warren County Democrazc Committee's finarcial records. In the letter, John states "...the
findings were incozclusive for lack of records...” [ believe that statement is incorrect.

Artached piease find a copy of the NYS Board of Elections finding which I am using as
documentation that supports my belief. Please note that in concluding this matter, The
NYS Roard of Elections finding states "NOW, THEREFORE, there is not reasonable
cause to believe a crime has been commutted and this matter is closed” (capitalization by
the NYS Board of Elecaons). It is my firm beiief that the NYS Board of Elections is an
independent, professional, Agency of our State Government and would not have issued

this unequivocal finding had the records been lacking or as others have publicly
stated, "fragmented”.

I also wish <0 inform you that your Warren County Democratic Committee requested an
investgation by the NY'S Board of Elections in effort to seek closure on this matter.
Please see attached letter to the NYS Board of Elections dated 03/20/96 (‘etter has time
stamp trom NYS Board of Elections). If you have any questions concerning this matter,
please feel free to contact me @ 623-9333.

Respectfuily yours,
l, -5

Tom O'Dea, Treasurer
Warren County Democratic Committee




F. Andrew Turley October 13, 1997
Supervisory Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket

Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Turley

I was surprised to receive vyour letter as this matter was
previously investigated by the New York State Board of Elections.
They concluded that no election law had been violated and the
matter was closed.

I will be glad to answer any additional questions that you may
have, although my duties and knowledge as treasurer of the Saratoga
County Democratic Committee are limited to recording and depositing
of receipts, paying expenses and filing reports.

Sincerely,




@ @

31 Grand Street =
Glens Falls, NY 12801 <
October 8, 1997 =

Federal Elections Commission
General Counsel Office

Attn F Andrew Turley

999 E Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 4676

Dear Mr Turley

In response to the complaint and supporting papers I received on October 7.
1997. regarding the above referenced matter under review, 1 would like to make the
following statement

As vou are aware. this matter involves the actions of the Warren County
Democratic Commuttee and / or its officers regarding the 1994 campaign of L. Robert
Lawrence, Jr to represent the 22nd Congressional District of New York in the House of
Representatives First, let me state that during the 1994 election year cycle, [ was
enrolled in the University of Dayton School of Law 1 was so enrolled from
approximatety August 15, 1992 until May 20, 1995. I enclose herein a release entitling
the FEC to obtain any and all documentation necessary to verify my attendance thereat.

Second, as a consequence thereof, I was not a member of the Warren County
Democratic (hereinafter WCDC) or Glens Falls Democratic Committees (hereinafier
GFDC). 1 did not become a member of esther committee until September 12, 1995. As
proof thereof, I enclose copies of the WCDC attendance list from May 1995, July 1995,
and September 1995, which clearly shows that I was not a member until that time.

Furthermore, a review of committeeman petitions filed in July 1993 in the Warren
County Board of Elections will show that no petition was circulated by me or upoa my
behalf to obtain a seat on the WCDC at that time. Finally, a review of the minutes of the




WCDC or GFDC from September 1993 until July 1995 will show that | was never
appointed to either committee duning the time period in question

Third, under the By-Laws of the WCDC, a copy of which I enclose, the Budget
and Finance Committee makes the appropriation of moneys to the endorsed candidates
for office (See page 11, Section 6 01 (B)) 1 was not appointed to this Standing
Committee until September 27, 1995, which is reflected in the minutes of the WCDC
meeting that night Therefore. I had no involvement in any activity, or with any
committee, party or otherwise. related to the 1994 Lawrence Congressional Campaign
The only assistance that Mr Lawrence received from me was my vote, which was by
absentee

For further documentation. 1 enclose a copy of an article which appeared in the
Glens Falls area newspaper, the Post-Star. on September 27. 1995  This article describes
a letter sent to the NYS Board of Elections signed by Richard E Dudley, Patricia J

Dudley. Lawrence A. Dudley. David F Cooney, Paul A Kemnitzer, and Margaret J.

Farrell, the complainant’s mother dated September 8. 1995, again before I became
involved with the aforementioned committees As you can see from the article, my name
was not mentioned once Mr Farrell makes reference to, and relies heavily on a report
that 1 authored in January 1996, which the FEC already has in its possession, even
though in a letter to Stanley Zalen, dated 9/22/97 and also in the possession of the FEC,
Mr. Farrell himself disputes its accuracy.

Additionally, the FEC should be aware that many of the statements and
allegations of Mr. Farrell are third person hearsay. Upon information and belief, Mr.
Farrell resided outside Warren County, specifically the Syracuse, NY region, from
approximately 1991 until November of 1995 and therefore has no first-hand knowledge of
what may or may not have transpired. 1, additionally, have no first-hand knowledge of
what transpired, since I was not a member of any WCDC or GFDC committees at the




time the alleged offenses to place and was residing in Dayton, Ohio for the entire period
in question except for school vacations

Finally, I am enclosing for the FEC’s review the following' a July 24, 1997 Post-
Star article regarding the attempted takeover of the GFDC in which Mr Farrell, his
family, and the people who wrote the 9/8/95 letter were involved. and a September 11,
1997 Post-Star article regarding the results of the attempted takeover These matenals
may give the FEC insight into the possible motives behind, and perhaps into the veracity
of. this complaint

1 hope that this letter and supporting documentation satisfactorily answers any
questions that the FEC may have and supports my position that this complaint should be

dismussed Thank you for vour attention to this important matter

Respectfully,

%Om

Dan Martindale
WK (518) 746-1548 M-F




EXHIBIT A




AUTHORIZA: .Jl FOR RELEASE OF RECORDS AND IN. JRMATION

RE: DANIEL S. MARTINDALE

YOU ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED to furnish the Federal Elections Commission with a
certified copy of any and all records relating to my attendance at the University of
Dayton School of Law, specifically the time period from May 1, 199¢ through May 20,
1995,

This release further authorizes you to consult with the Federal Elections Com-

mission relative to any of the foregoing.

DANIEL S. MARTINDALE

Sworn to before me this

_? |

day of October, 1997

344;4511 ;'c’ Zﬂ(‘(‘

NOTARY PUBLIC
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EXHIBIT C




WARREN CO.DEM.COMM.NAME,ADDRESS, & PHONE

REP. W D STREET # STREET NAME : TOWN/CITY

EDO02 BRALEY HILL RD. P.O. BOX 296 BOLTON LN
EDO1 VETTER AVE CHESTERTO

EDO1 THERIOT AVE CHESTERTO
SOLE RR1, BOX 1 HA
SOLE DUELL HILL RD

SOLE VALENTINE POND R
EDO1 S.JBURG,RD.HCRO1BOX 8
STUDNICKY EDO1 P.O.Box 393
FITEZGERALD P EDO2 MAIN ST BOX 143
PREUNINGER BDO02 SHIELDS RD, P.0O.Box 63
MOMTFORT EDO3 J’BURG RD HCRO1
EDO3 HCR2- BOX 30
ED02 BIG HOLLOW RDRR2BX2621
EDO02 MOHICAN
EDO1 RR1 BOX 680
EDO2 E RIVER DR
W1-D2 GUNN LANE, P.0.Box 197
W2-D2 RIDGE ST.
W2-D4 EDGEWOOD DR
W3-D1 SWEETBRIAR LANE
W3-D1 RESERVOIR DR
w3-D2 ZENAS DR
w3-D3 BROOKSHIRE TRACE
w3-D4 UPPER SHERMAN AV
we-D3 RESERVOIR DR
wWée-D4 THOMAS ST
08 WwW4~-DS LUPINE LANE
wé-D5S 4 LUPINE LANE
0% soiE TUCKER RD
09 soLE WARRENSBURG RD.
10 SsoLE VALLEY RD. P.O.Box 5
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WARREN CO.DEM.COMM.NAME,ADDRESS, & PHONE

REP. W D STREET #
EDO1 RD2,BOX 2557
BDO1 GOLD 8T

BDO02 HUDSON S8T.
EDO2 WARREN ST
EBDO3 MAIN ST

BDO03 GOLD ST

W1l-D1 WARREN ST.
W1l-D2 STODDAED AVE.
W1l-D2 CHERRY ST.
W1l-D3 OAK ST.

W1-D4 PLATT S8T.
W1l-D4 WARREN ST.
W2-D1 GRAND ST.
W2-p1 MONTCALM ST.
W2-D2 WINDY HILL RD.
W2-D2 WINDY HILL RD.
W2-D3 SANFORD ST. EAST
W2-D3 KENWORTHY AVE.
W2-D4 MASON ST.
W3-D2 GAGE AVE.
W3-D3 HARRISON AVE.
W3-D4 STATE S8T.
w4-D1 MONTCALM ST.
wWé-D1 CRANDALL ST.
W4-D2 BAY S8T.

W4-D3 STODDARD AVE.
W4-D3 ORVILLE S8T.
W5-D1 MOHICAN ST.
W5-D1 MOBICAN S8T.
ws-D2 STATE 8T.
wS-D2 BUSH 8T.
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WARREN CO.DEM.COMM.NAME,ADDRESS, & PHONE

M LAST NAME STREET 4 STREET NAME . TOWN/CITY

W PARRELL BUSH ST. GLENS FAL
THOMAS SOUTH ST. GLENS FAL
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CLTY OF GLENS FALLS

WARD 1 Dist, 1 ° _l_l_llll:ll!i"!il

Lorjeen Daly
Dist. Nanlel 1. Johwnon
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OF
COUNTY COMMITTEE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY,

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW YORK

ARTICLE I
MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1.01. MEMBERSHIP OF COUNTY COMMITTEE.

(A) The County Committee shall be constituted by the
election in each election district within the county of two
members. Each member of the committee shall be an enrolled voter
of the party residing in the county and the assembly district
from which or in the assembly district containing the election
district in which such member is elected except that a member of
the conmittee who, as a result of an alteration of assembly
district lines, no longer resides within such assembly district
may continue to serve for the balance of the term to which he was
elected.

(B) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in paragraph
(A) of this Section 1.01, the County Committee of the party shall
be legally constituted if twenty-five percent (25%) of the
committeemen required to be elected in the county have been
elected.

SECTION 1.02. ELECTION OF MEMBERSHIP.

(A) Members of the County Committee shall be elected at the
primary election provided for in the Blection Law of the State of
New York.

(B) Members of the County Committee shall be elected
biennially in odd number year elections.

SECTION 1.03. TERM OF MEMBERS. Members of the
Committee shall hold office until the next election at which
members of the committee are elected.
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SECTION 1.04. REMOVAL OF MEMBERS. A member of the County
Committee may be removed by the County Committee for disloyalty
to the party or corruption in office after notice is given and a
hearing upon written charges has been had. The hearing shall be
held by the County Committee, or a subcommittee thereof appointed
for that purpose, which subcommittee shall report its findings to
the full County Committee.

SECTION 1.05. VACANCIES.

(A) In the case of the death, declination, resignation,
enrollment in another party, removal from the unit of
representation or removal from office of a member of the County
Committee, or the failure to nominate or elect a member, the
vacancy created thereby shall be filled by the remaining members
of the County Committee by the selecticn of an enrolled woter of
the party qualified for election from the unit of representation
in which such vacancy shall have occurred.

(B) The County Committee, upon its organization after the
election of its members, or at any time thereafter, may determine
that a vacancy or vacancies in such committee exists by reason of
an increase in the number cf election districts within the county
occasioned by a change of the boundaries of one or more election
districts, taking effect after such electicn, and may determine
the districts that the elected members shall represent until the
next electicn at which members of the Ccunty Cocmmittee are
elected. A vacancy so determined to exist shall be filled as
provided in paragraph (A} of this Section 1.05.

ARTICLE II

MEETINGS OF MEMBERS

SECTION 2.0l1. PLACE OF MEETINGS. Meetings of the County
Committee shall be held within the County of Warren, State of New
York at such suitable place convenient to the membership as is
designated by the Chairman.

SECTION 2.02. ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING. The County Committee
shall within twenty (20) days after its election meet and
organize by electing the Chairman, the Vice-chairman, the
Secretary, the Treasurer, and such other officers as may be
authorized hereby. The members of the committee may also
transact such other business as may properly come before them at
such meeting.

SECTION 2.03. ANNUAL MEETING. The annual meeting of the
County Committee shall be held on the last Wednesday of January




in each calendar year. The members of the committee may transact
such business as may properly come before them at such meeting.

SECTION 2.04. REGULAR MEETINGS. The regqular meetings of
the County Committee shall be held on the last Wednesday of each
March, May, and November in each calendar year. The members of
the committee may transact such business as may properly come
before them at such meeting.

SECTION 2.05. SPECIAL MEETINGS. The Chairman may, upon his
own initiative, and shall, upon the written request of at least
ten (10) members of the County Committee, call a special meeting
of the County Committee. The notice of any special meeting shall
state the time and place of such meeting and the purpose thereof.

The special meeting shall not be noticed any sconer than five (5)
days ncr any later than ten (10) days after the date of service
of the petition, if any, upon the Chairman. No business shall be
transacted at a special meeting except as stated in the notice of
meeting.

SECTION 2.06. NOTICE OF MEETINGS. It shall be the duty of
the Secretary to mail, by first class mail with postage thereon
fully prepaid, a notice of each organizational, annual, regqular
or special meeting, stating the purpose thereof as well as the
time and place where it is to be held, to each member of the
County Committee, at his post office address as it appears in the
records of the County Committee, or if no such address appears,
at his last-known place of address, at least five (5) days before
such meeting. The mailing of a notice in the manner provided in
this Section 2.06 shall be considered due service of notice.

SECTION 2.07. QUORUM. The presence, either in person or by
proxy, of at least one-third (1/3) of the members of the County
Committee shall be requisite for, and shall constitute a quorum
for, the transaction of business at any meeting of the committee.

SECTION 2.08. ADJOURNED MEETINGS. If any meeting of
members cannot be organized because a quorum has not attended,
the members who are present, whether in person or by proxy, may,
except as otherwise provided by law, adjourn “he meeting to a
time not less than forty-eight (48) hours from the time the
original meeting was called.

SECTION 2.09. VOTING.

(A) At every meeting of the members, the voting power of
each member present, either in person or by proxy, shall be, on
each question brought before such meeting, proportional to the
party vote for governor in said member's election district at the
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last preceding gubernatorial election or, if the election
district which such committeeman represents was created or

changed since the last election for member of the state assembly,
proportional to the number of enrolled voters of the party in
said election district on the list of enrolled voters last
published by the board of elections of the county.

(B) The vote of the majority of those present, in person or
by proxy, as weighted, shall decide any question brought before
such meeting, unless the question is one upon which, by express
provision of statute or these Bylaws, a different vote is

required, in which case such express provision shall govern and
control.

(C) Upon the request of any member of the County Committee,
a roll call vote may be had on any question brought before a
meeting of the committee.

SECTION 2.10. PROXIES.

(A) A member of the County Committee may appoint a proxy to
act in his place provided such designee is an enrolled voter of
the party residing in the county.

(B) Any proxy given by a member of the County Committee
must be in writing and filed with the Secretary before or at the
appointed time of the meeting for which given. A proxy shall be
valid for only the meeting to which it is addressed, be not dated
more than five (5) days in advance of the meeting for which
given, and expire upon any adjournment of said meeting. In case
more than one (1) proxy from a member shall be presented for
filing, only the proxy executed last in time shall be entitled to
recognition. No person shall hold more than one (1) proxy. HNo
proxy may be transferred.

(C) In the event of a dispute regarding the validity ef amy

proxy, the validity of such instrument shall be determined by the
County Committee at the meeting to which the proxy is addressed.

SECTION 2.11. ORDER OF BUSINESS; PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE.
Except as required by law or these Bylaws, the order of business
at any duly convened meeting of the County Committee, or any
subordinate committee thereof, shall be determined in accordance
with generally accepted principles of parliamentary procedure.
When a dispute shall arise over proper procedure, such dispute
shall be resolved in accordance with Sturgis Standard Code of
Parliamentary Procedure, most recent edition, if applicable.




ARTICLE III
OFFICERS

SECTION 3.01. DESIGNATION OF OFFICERS. The officers of the
County Committee shall be the Chairman, the Vice-chairman, the
Treasurer, the Secretary, the Assistant Secretary, and the
Sergeant-at-Arms.

SECTION 3.02. ELIGIBILITY. Any duly enrolled member of the
party residing in the county shall be eligible for election as an
officer of the County Committee.

SECTION 3.03. ELECTION OF OFFICERS; FILINGS.

(A) Officers of the County Committee shall be elected at
the organizational meeting of said committee by a majority of the
weighted vote of the quorum present thereat.

(B) Within three (3) days after the organizational meeting
of the County Committee, the Secretary shall file in the office
of the state board of elections a certificate stating the names
and post office addresses of the officers of the County Committee
and any subordinate committees thereof. A copy of such
certificate shall be filed in the office of the board of
elections of the county.

SECTION 3.04. TERM. All officers of the County Committee
shall hold office for a term of two (Z) years and until their
successors shall be elected.

SECTION 3.05. REMOVAL OF OFFIC2ZRS. An officer of the
County Committee may be removed by the County Committee for
disloyalty to the party or corruption in office after notice is
given and a hearing upon written charges has been had. The
hearing shall be held by the County Committee, or a subcommittee
thereof appointed for that purpose, which subcommittee shall
report its findings to the full County Committee.

SECTION 3.06. VACANCIES. In the case of the death,
declination, resignation, enrollment in another party, removal
from the county or removal from office of any officer of the
County Committee, the vacancy created thereby, for the remainder
of the term of said officer, shall be filled by the members of
the County Committee by the selection of a person meeting the
qualifications for said office.

SECTION 1.07. CHAIRMAN. The Chairman shall preside at all
meetings of the County Committee; be an ex-officio member of the




Executive Committee and the chairman thereof; appoint all
standing and special committees of the County Committee unless
otherwise provided; and discharge all other duties imposed upon
him by law, these Bylaws, and the action of the County Committee.

SECTION 3.08. VICE-CHAIRMAN. The Vice-chairman shall take
the place of the Chairman and perform his duties whenever the
Chairman shall be absent or unable to act. 1If neither the
Chairman nor the Vice-chairman is able to act, the County
Committee shall appoint some other member of the County Committee
to so do on an interim basis. The Vice-chairman shall be an ex-
officio member of the Executive Committee. The Vice-chairman
shall also perform such other duties as shall from time to time
be imposed upon him by the Chairman or the County Committee.

SECTION 3.09. SECRETARY. The Secretary shall keep complete
and accurate minutes of all proceedings of the County Committee
and the Executive Committee; maintain custody of all records of
the County Committee, the Executive Committee, and all standing
and special committees thereof; prepare and maintain a current
roll of the members of the County Committee, together with the
number of votes which each member is entitled to vote, and their
respective post office addresses and telephone numbers, if any;
and discharge all other duties imposed upon him by law, these
Bylaws or the County Committee. The Secretary shall be an ex-
officio member of the Executive Committee.

SECTION 3.10. ASSISTANT SECRETARY. The Assistant Secretary
shall take the place of the Secretary and perform his duties
whenever the Secretary shall be absent or unable to act. The
Assistant Secretary shall also perform such other duties as shall
from time to time be imposed upon him by the Secretary or the
County Committee.

SECTION 3.11. TREASURER. The Treasurer shall be the chief
financial officer of the County Committee. He shall keep and
maintain a current record of all receipts and disbursements of
the County Committee; report on the financial condition of the
County Committee to said committee at each reqular and annual
meeting thereof, and whenever so requested by any member of the
County Committee at any special meeting called to inquire into
such matter; file complete and accurate annual financial recor<s
with the County Committee at its annual meeting; prepare and file
all such reports as may be required by law; and discharge all
other duties imposed upcn him by law, these Bylaws or the County
Committee. The Treasurer shall be an ex-officio member of the
Executive Committee.

SECTION 3.12. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. The Sergeant-of-Arms shall
be the peace officer of the County Committee and shall, under the




direction of the presiding officer, preserve order at all
meetings of the County Committee and at any meeting of any
subordinate committee at which his attendance is required.

ARTICLE IV
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SECTION 4.01. DESIGNATION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The
members of the Executive Committee of the County Committee shall
be the Chairman, the Vice-chairman, the Secretary, the Treasurer,
the Town Chairmen, the City Chairman, the members of the state
committee of the party who represent the county, and four (4)
members-at-large.

SECTION 4.02. PURPOSE OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

(A) The Executive Committee shall serve as an advisory bedy
to the County Committee.

(B) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in paragraph
(A) of this Section 4.02, no action taken by the Executive
Committee shall be binding upon the County Committee except where
provided by law, the rules of the State Committee, these Bylaws
or action of the County Ccmmittee.

SECTION 4.03. MEMBERS~-AT-LARGE.

(A) Members-at-large who serve on the Executive Committee
shall be appointed to office by the newly elected chairman of the
County Committee at the crganizational meeting required by
Section 2.02. To be eligible for an appointment, an individual
must reside in the county and be duly enrolled as a member of the
party. There shall be no requirement that a member-at-large be a
member of the County Committee during his term in office.

(B) An at-large member of the Executive Committee may be
removed by the County Committee for disloyalty to the party or
corruption in office after notice is given and a hearing upon
written charges has been had. The hearing shall be held by the
County Committee, or a succcmmittee thereof aprointed for that
purpvose, which subcommittee shall report its findings to the full
County Committee.

(C) In the case of the death, declination, resigmatiom,
enrollment in another party, removal from the county or removal
from office of an at-large member of the Executive Committse, or
the failure of- the Chairman to make any at-large appointment at
the time prescribed by paragraph (A) of this Section 4.03, the




vacancy created thereby, for the remainder of the term of office,
shall be filled by an appointee of the Chairman who shall meet
the qualifications set forth in paragraph (A) of this Section
4.03.

SECTION 4.04. TERM OF MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The
term of office of each member of the Executive Committee shall be
two (2) years.

SECTION 4.05. PLACE OF MEETING. Meetings of the Executive
Committee shall be held in the county at such suitable place
convenient to the membership of said committee as is designated
by the Chairman.

SECTION 4.06. MEETINGS.

(A) The Executive Committee shall hold reqgular meetings on
the last Wednesday of each January, March, May, and November in
each calendar year. The members of the committee may transact
such business as may properly come before them at such meeting.

(B) The Chairman may, upon his own initiative, and shall,
upon the written request of at least three (3) of the members of
the Executive Committee, call a special meeting of the Executive
Committee. The notice of any special meeting shall state the
time and place of such meeting and the purpose thereof. The
special meeting shall not be noticed any sconer than (5) days ncr
any later than ten (10) days after the date of service of the
petition, if any, on the Chairman. No business shall be
transacted at a special meeting except as stated in the notice of
meeting.

SECTION 4.07. NOTICE OF MEETING. It shall be the duty of
the Secretary to mail, by first class mail with postage thereon
fully prepaid, a notice of each reqular or special meeting,
stating the purpose thereof as well as the time and place where
it is to be held, to each member of the Executive Committee, at
his post office address as it appears in the records of the
County Committee, or if no such address appears, at his last-
known place of address, at least five (5) days before such
meeting. The mailing of a notice in the manner provided in this
Section 1.07 shall be considered due ser7ice of notice.

SECTION 4.08. QUORUM. The presence, either in person or by
proxy, of at least one-third (1/3) of the memcers of the
Executive Committee shall be requisite for, and shall constitute
a quorum for, the transaction of business at any meeting of the
committee.

SECTION 4.09. PROXIES. A member of the Executive Cosmittee
may appoint a proxy to act in his place at any meeting of the




committee. The designee shall be an enrolled voter of the party
and reside in the county. Any proxy must be filed with the
Secretary before or at the appointed time of the meeting for
which given.

SECTION 4.10. VOTING POWER. Each member of the Executive
Committee shall have one (1) vote which shall not be weighted.
The Chairman shall cast no vote except in the case of a tie.

SECTION 4.11. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN. The Chairman shall
report to the County Committee on the proceedings and
recommendations of the Executive Committee at the County
Committee's next reqular, annual or, if applicable, special
meeting following the date of any meeting of the Executive
Committee.

ARTICLE V
TOWN AND CITY COMMITTEES
SECTION 5.01. TOWN COMMITTEES.

(A) There shall be a town committee in each township in the
county whose membership shall be those members of the County
Committee elected or appointed, as the case may be, to represent
the election districts within said township.

(B) Within nineteen (19) days of the certification of the
election at which the members of each Town Committee are elected
to office, the members of each Town Committee shall meet and
elect a chairman and such other officers as their respective
committees may choose. Notice of the date, time, and place of
each such meeting shall be mailed, by first class mail with
postage thereon fully prepaid, to each member of a town
committee, at his post office address as it appears in the
records of the County Committee, or if no such address s,
at his last-known place of address, at least five (5) days before
said meeting. Such notice shall be given by the chairman of the
preceding Town Committee or, if his office is vacant at the time
the new committee is elected or he is unable to perform for any
reason, by any two (2) members of the newly elected Towm
Committee. Written notification of the resulits of the elections
shall be filed with the Secretary of the County Committee at the
organizational meeting required by Section 2.02 hereof. Any
election for a Town Committee office held pursuant to this
paragraph (B) shall be determined by the unweighted majority vote
of the members of the Town Committee voting at said meeting. In
the event of repeated deadlocked votes in any electiocns held to
select the chairmen of a Town Committee, the question shall be
referred to the full County Committee, which shall elect such




chairman at its next regular meeting or at any special meeting
called for such purpose.

(C) Each Town Committee may adopt its own bylaws, certified
copies of which, together with all amendments thereto, shall be
filed within ten (10) days of adoption in the office of the board
of elections of the county and with the County Committee.

No bylaws or amendments adopted by any Town Committee shall be
inconsistent with the laws of the State of New York, the rules
the State Committee or these Bylaws.

SECTION 5.02. CITY COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF GLENS FALLS.

(A) There shall be a city committee in the City of Glens
Falls whose membership shall be those members of the County
Committee elected or appointed, as the case may be, to represent
the election districts within said city.

(B) Within nineteen (19) days of the certification of the
election at which the members of the City Committee are elected
to office, the members of the City Committee shall meet and elect
a chairman and such other officers as the committee may choose.
Notice of the date, time, and place of such meeting shall be
mailed, by first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid,
to each member of the City Committee, at his post office address
as it appears in the records of the County Committee, or if no
such address appears, at his last-kncwn place of address, at
least five (5) days before said meeting. Such notice shall be
given by the chairman of the preceding City Committee or, if his
office is vacant at the time the new committee is elected or he
is unable to perform for any reason, by any two (2) members of
the newly elected City Committee. Written notification of the
results of the elections held at such city organizational meeting
shall be filed with the Secretary of the County Committee at the
organizational meeting required by Section 2.02 hereof. Any
election for a City Committee office held pursuant to this
paragraph (B) shall be determined by the unweighted majority vote
of the members of the City Committee voting at said meeting.

(C} The City Committee of the City of Glens Falls anay adopt
its own bylaws, certified ccpies of which, together with all
amendments thereto, shall be filed within ten (10) days of
adoption in the office of the board of elections of the ccunty
and with the County Committee. No bylaws or amendments adopted
by the City Ccmmittee shall be inconsistent with the laws of the
State of New York, the rules of the State Committee or these
Bylaws.




SECTION 5.03. NO UNIT VOTING. No town, <ity or other
subordinate committee of the party in the county shall adopt any
rule permitting or requiring unit voting.

ARTICLE VI
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES
SECTION 6.01. STANDING COMMITTEES.

(A) The County Committee shall have three (3) standing
committees: the Finance and Budget Commi-tee, the Elections
Committee, and the Program and Membership Ccmmittee. Each
committee, in the discretion of the Chairman, shall be composed
of three (3), five (5) or seven (7) members, at least one-third
(1/3) of whom shall be memters of the County Committee. The
chairman and members of each standing committee shall be
appointed by the Chairman of the County Committee and serve at
his leave. Each standing committee shall present and file a
report at each annual meeting of the County Ccmmittee. No person
shall serve on more than one standing committee at any one time.

(B) The Budget and Finance Committee shall assist the
officers of the County Committee in preparing budgets; shall plan
or manage, as the case may be, such fund raising activities as
may from time to time be prescribed by the Chairman or the County
Committee; and shall, with the consent of the Chairman, which
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, determine the
allocation of such financial resources of the County Committse as
may be allocated, using reasonable and prudent judgment, to
endorsed candidates of the party running for office in elections
within the county.

(C) The Elections Committee shall provide technical
assistance and advice to endorsed candidates of the party
for office in national, state, and local elections, except that
in the case of elections for office in any township or city
within the county, no such assistance or acvice shall be rendered
without the pricr consent of the apprcoroate Town or City
Committee.

(D) The Prcqram and Membership Ccmmittee snall planm,
prepare, and conduct such activities as shail educate and infora
members of the County Ccmmittee and encourage others to
participate in the activities of the party.




SECTION 6.02. SPECIAL COMMITTEES. The Chairman or the
County Committee, as the case may be, may create and appoint such
special committees as shall be necessary to implement the goals
and objectives of the County Committee. The size, composition,
duration of existence, and function of any such special committee
shall be determined at the time of such committee‘'s creation,
except that no such committee shall undertake any of the duties
or responsibilities of any standing committee. The term in
office of each member of any such special committee shall be set
forth in the instrument establishing such committee,

ARTICLE VII
MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 7.01. GRIEVANCES. Any duly enrolled voter of the
party residing in the county who shall be aggrieved by any action
of the County Committee or any officer or subordinate committee
thereof may submit his ccmplaint, in writing, to the Executive
Committee which, after notice and hearing, shall take such action
upon written decision as it shall deem approoriate in the
circumstances. Shall the complainant still be aggrieved after
the decision of the Executive Committee, said person may make
written request on the Chairman, within fifteen (15) days of the
date of the Executive Ccmmittee's decision, to present said
grievance to the County Ccrmmittee for action at either its next
regular meeting or at a special meeting called for such purpose.

SEC 7.02. PARTY FUNDS; RESTRICTIONS ON EXPENDITURES.

(A) No contributions of money, or the equivalent thereof,
made, directly or indirectly, to the County Committee or to any
subordinate committee thereof, or to any person representing or
acting on behalf of the County Committee or any subordinate
committee thereof, or any moneys in either the treasury of the
County Committee or in the treasury of any subordinate committee
thereof, shall be expended in aid of the designation or
nomination of any person to be voted for at a primary electicn
either as a candidate for nomination for public office, or for
any party position.

(B) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in paragraph
(A) of this Section 7.02, nothing herein shail be construed in a
manner so as to be inconsistent with Section 2-126 of the
Election Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 7.03. AMENDMENTS.

(A) These Bylaws may be amended or new bylaws may be
adopted from time to time by a weighted majority vote of the




members of the County Committee present, in person or by proxy,
at a meeting at which there is a quorum, provided a copy of the
proposed amendment or bylaws shall be sent with the notice of the
meeting at which such amendment or bylaws are to be proposed.

(B) Within ten (10) days after the adoption of any
amendment or set of bylaws, a certified copy thereof shall be
filed by the Secretary in the office of the state board of
elections and in the office of the county board of elections.

SECTION 7.04. FACSIMILES.

(A) Except as required by law, any notice or instrument
that may be served or filed pursuant to these Bylaws may be
served or filed by facsimile transmissicn, the original of such
notice or instrument tc be dispatched in accordance with these
Bylaws within forty-eight (48) hours of such transmission.

(B) The use of a facsimile transmissicn in place of the
service or filing of an original document shall not alter any
deadline herein specified.

SECTION 7.05. INTERPRETATION. Unless the context requires
otherwise, the following rules shall aid in the interpretation of
these Bylaws:

(A) The terms "herercv,” "hereof,"” "“herein,” and "hereunder”
shall refer to these Bylaws when used herein.

(B) The singular form of all terms used herein shall
include the plural, and vice versa. Use of the masculine gender
includes use of the feminine and neuter genders, and vice versa.

(C) References to any certificates or other instruments
required to be given pursuant to these Bylaws shall mean the
executed originals of such documents.

SECTION 7.06. HEADINGS. The headings of the several
articles and sections in these Bylaws have been prepared for
convenience of reference only and shall not control, affect the
meaning of or be taken as an interpretation of any provision of
these 3ylaws.

SECTION 7.07. REPEALER; EFFECTIVE DATE.

(A) All bylaws and amendments previously adopted by the
County Committee are hereby repealed.

(B) These Bylaws shall become effective upon being filed in
the office of the state board of elections.
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. SECTION 7.08: ' GOVERNINFFILAN. The Intecoretation.
constrnction., and performange ,of these Bvlaws [shall be governe
bv _the laws of the State ot New VYork. Jorpist iy
PR S AT D B S
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I Certify that at the Organizational meeting of the Warren County

Democratic Committee held on Wednesday evening, September 29, 1993 at

which a quorum was present the attached By-Laws were adopted by

resolution unanimously at said meeting.
3

-,
.

e

Respeéif ly submitted,

retary
ratic Committee
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Richard | hmiley ond devid Commey
—- aay there has beea "3 hn!ly
series  of  ver troubling
irrcgularities and actioas™ hy
commitice Choltmon Williem A.
Mowont fowrs

Speciticslly, they claten Mosstfort
hae been reluctant to tutn @ver
de.atlcd intoemation ghout the
comnutice o flnances

AMantfonn sad he and other
Connnttice memhers wha evernsee
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Pemocrats’
squabble
intensitying

Some members call on state
to audit commiltee finances
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Squabble

From Page B9
3 $4.11] balance

When asked esarlicr this year
whether the comminee would pav
for the newspaper, Mootion said be
wki the crty Demoocrats there wasn ¢
enough moncy to do a ciywide
mahing. but that it could be pnoted
and dissnbused by band

“They did not want to do this.”

Moatfort sad

The city Democrats siso say the
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of the year m Flonda.
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! McCanby of Queensbury, “leaves
behind » swack of sigeed official
- (commitiee) checks™ for Moatfon
wbea McCanby goes 10 Flonida
McCarthy 15 reared and spends most

“lo practice, Mr. Mostfon cea
ugn checks and expend funds of the

Commitice on Mis solc autbonry =

But Moatfon sad McCarthy takes
the commitice’s checkdook with
bim 10 Florids Whes be needs
moaey. Mostfort amid. he calls
McCartry, who sigms a check for
¢ e nght smoust and mails 1t 10

Montfort, who also signs .

To save the 25-cent per check
charge, Montfort sasd the checks are
made out W cover srveral expenses
st once, something he admits
“probably 1t the nght thang %0 do ™

Mortfon bebeves thare are recewpss
for all the transactoms, except for
money reunbursed 0 Dudicy and bss
wife, Par afier the 199) elecuon for
= sl

“These people would have been
imsulied tf | asked for & recespr,”
Montfon saxd

friction between the city

snd Mostfert has growns
over the laxt srversl months becouse
of personality ceaflicts and the
fecling smong some commitiee

bers that ety Dems are
trying 1o rule the party. Cuy
deny that asseruos.

Lagt moatt, Kemastzey learned the
siate Board of Elections may be
nveshgaling SOMMASURG peidions
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possibly because of o forgery
Kemnitzer 1514 there wat me
forgery. snd sssents the sliegation
came from Moatfen or ether lsaders
of the parry
Most{orn said be doese’t know
who ¢ d e p and
deaes any mvolvement.
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Mzht brewing in Glens Falls for
control of Democratic Party

By Paul Ertelt
Staft Writer

GLENS FALLS — There will be a battle
for the heart and soul of the city’s
Democratic Party on Sept. 9.

On that day. pnmarnies will be held for
Democratic Committee seats in 12 of the
city's 19 election distnicts

“It’s an extremely unusual number.” said
city Chairman Daniel S Martindale “For
the part. they ‘re uncontested.”
imaries are the result of the plan
| of Councilman-at-Large Richard E.
' Dudley and his supporters to gain control

of the party. and of Maruindale's efforts to

stop them
“We teel the Democratic Party needs 10

go 1n a different direction,” said city
Treasurer Paul A. Kemnitzer, one of
Dudley’s chief political allies

Kemnitzer and Dudley’s wife. Patricia.
are vving for the two committee seats in

Ward 2 s Elecnon Dustnict | They face
Danie! | and  Sharon M Hall
Kemnitzer's two sisters and parents are
also vying for committee seats

HBut the premier race will be 1in Ward 2
Ihstrict 4, where Dudley and his brother,
Lawrence E. Dudley, are competing
against Martindale and Bruce A Cabana

In 1995, Marundale ousted longtime city

Chairwoman Margaret ). Farrell, who is
also a city councilwoman representing the
city's Sth Ward, during a divisive
for control of the committee. Since s
Martindale has often been at odds with the
city’s elected Democrats.

Farrell 1s running in a four-way primary
for a committee seat in Ward S District 1.

All told, the Dudley faction filed
peutions for 20 committee spots, but the
petition for Farrell's son, John, was |
disquahified on a technicaliry Tuesday.

There 1s only one candidate running in !
one distnict. so that means 37 committee

See Fight: Next Page

Fight

From Page BY

members will be selected in the
primary. If all of the Dudley
faction’s 19 candidates win
tommitice seats. they will have the
£1 pereent needed to  oust
Maruindale and rake over the
committee

But even if all the faction's
candidates aren’t successful,
Kemnitzer said it may be able 10
win the suppont of other commitiee
members and still win control.

“There's a good chance we'll take
over the city committee.” he said.

Martindale isn’t taking that threat
hghtly.

“They could concevably do n.”
he sard :

But Martindale said he anucipated
their plan and has tried to block it
by finding candidates for most
commifttee scats.
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City Editor Mark C. Mahoney: 792-3131, Ext. 324

Dudley, allies swept from committee

By Paul Erteit
Staff Wnter

GLENS FALLS — The battle for the soul ot
the city’'s Democrauc Party is over. and city
Chairman Daniel S. Mantindale appears to be

the -
A . his staunchest Democratic enemies
have ¥€n vanquished

In Tuesday's primary. Richard E. Dudley.
president of the Common Council and
Martindale’s chiet nemesis, lost a bid for a
committee seat. as did some ot his closest
political allies.

*[ think it shows the direcuon that Democrats
in the city wanted 1o go.” Martindale said.

Dudley did not rettun a phone call seeking
comment Wednesday atternoon

Dudley s wite. Patricia, his brother.
Lawrence A. Dudley: city Treasurer Paul A
Kemnuzer: and 4th Ward Councilman Dawid
F Cooney were all bumped trom the
committee by Democratic voters.

Cooney also lost his bid tor the Democratic
nomiation tor his council seat to political
novice Mark U Caruso St He lost his bud tor
the commuttee seat at the hands of Caruso and
Caruso’s wite, Lee-Anne

All told. ot the 19 commuttee candidates put
up by the Dudlev taction, only tive were
clected

Among the faction s successtul candidates

was Sth Ward Councilwoman Margaret J
Farrell, but her husband. Ralph, was deteated.
Mrs. Farrell was the chairwoman of the oty
committee betorc she was ousted by
Martindaie in 1995.

Kemnitzer's tather, John E. Kemnitzer,
retained his committee seat, and his mother,
Mary £ Kemnitzer, also won a committee
scat. But Paul Kemnitzer’s two sisters, Lyn
and Susan, were defeated in their attempts to
Zain comnntee \pﬂh’

lhere were contested races for committee
scats in 12 of the cty’s 19 election distnets.

Lach distnict s enutled to two committee
members, but only 36 seats were filled. There
I a1 vacancy 1n one district, and there was a tie

vote in another. The Warren Coum
Democrauc Commuttee, which includes &
city commuttee, will decide the winner of
tie, Martindale said. 4
The election for chairman of the ¢if
commuttee must be held within 19 days of
pnmary, but no date has been set for the vo
Martundale said. He 1s confident of his ck
of holding his post as head of the committee.
*[ think [ solidly have 24 votes,” he said,
County Democratic Committee Chairms
William A. Montfort, Martindale’s politie!
mentor. faced no opposition in his bid to reta
one of Johasburg's two committee
Montfort is expected 10 be re-clected a8 €
chairman.
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FIDER ! "I' Cievag
Stuart H. Brody, EsqoMiss g - 7"

The Law Offices of Stuart H. Brody hoy 3 I 22 [fi ‘@qConnsel

PO. Box 9616 Gibney Anthowy & Flaherty, LLP
Plattsburgh, N.Y. 12901 668 Fifth Awenue

. Ncw York, NY 10088
el - B18 BGR 3131
tel - BI8 968 747TY tel - 818 708 9807

fax - B18 968 70499 fax - 218 088 7808
October 30. 1997

internct 111 Wanhington Arcane
http ‘www capital nt. uscrmbrodylaw Albany, New York 18810

«-mail tel - B18 440 3380
bridviaw@ capital net fux - B18 440 B818

cell phone 518 560 8864 Associated Offices:
London
Geneva

Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 4676

Dear Sir or Madam:

The undersigned is the Chairman of the Essex County Democratic Committee. Your
letter of October 1, 1997, to Matthew Dwyer, Treasurer, came to my address, and I will be
responding.

To the extent practicable, 1 will be handling this matter, in consultation with Matthew
Dwyer, the Treasurer. If the matter becomes more complex, then we will be represented by Bill
Greenewalt of New York City.

As you know, this matter was the subject of some consideration by the State Board of
Elections, and to the best of my knowiedge, the Essex County representatives were not found to
have engaged in any wrongdoing.

I trust that this matter can be handled expeditiously, and without the involvement of
counsel.

Si ly,




® @
STATEMEN . OF DESIGNATION uF COUNSEL

mur_ 6

NAME OF COUNSEL: William S. Greenewalt, Esg.

FIRM:_Loselle, Greenewalt, Kaplan, Blair & Adler

ADDRESS: 140 E. 45th Street, 42nd Floor

New York, NY 10017

TELEPHONE:( 212 )_986-6850

FAX:( 212 ) 986-6852

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel and is
authorized to receive any notifications an er communications from the
Commission and to act on my behalf bef e Commission.

A

7 /Slgnalur'e CQK%WL%

RESPONDENT'S NAME: _Essex

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 127
Essex, NY 12936

TELEPHONE: HOME
BUSINESS(_ 518 )_562-3131




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

AGENDA DOCUMENT NO. X98-13

In the Matter of

CASE CLOSURES UNDER
ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A.  Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their

pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the

: ‘)e g
matters relative to others present. ; peruling before the Commission, donot

warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED)
evaluates each incoming matter using Comumussion-approved criteria which
results in a numerical rating of each case.

Closing cases permits the

Commission to focus its limited resources on more important cases presently

- o oy T




pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 16 cases that do
not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! The attachment to
this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further
pursue the matter.
B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and
referrals to ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more
remote in time usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to
the fact that the evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it
ages. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity
also has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated
community. In recognition of thus fact. EPS provides us with the means to identify

those cases which remained

unassigned for a significant period due to a lack of staff resources for effective

investigation. The utility of commencing an investigation declines as these cases
age. until they reach a point when activation of a case would not be an efficient use

of the Commission’s resources.

' These cases are: MUR 4631 (Prot/McClurr). MUR 4681 (Cox and Amplacon, Inc.): MUR 4667 &
Grormwend ); MUR 4668 (Schahewsby fov Congrrs). MUR 4672 (Frarnds of jehn O Tasle): MUR 4673 (Fapes for
Assrmbly). MUR 4676 (\Varven Cownty Drmacvets. Commutier); MUR 4677 (Patnck Kewnedy); MUR 4681 (Jack
Biock): MUR 4683 (Jemscr Schahsweky for Congrrss). MUR 4684 (Spertenburg County Republcans); MUR 4994
(Jon Schehewsky for Congress). MUR 4695 (Schabowsky for Comgress), MUR%U-UH’
Congress): MUR 4703 (Dumont instsissic / Robert McGee). and Pre-MUR 356 (Pritzher for Congress).




We have identified  cases which have remained on the Central
Enforcement Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We
recommend 27 of these cases be closed. * Nine of these cases were part of the so-
called “Major 96" cases that have not been able to be activated due to a lack of

resources to effectively pursue them in a timely fashion.¢ Since the time period

rendering them stale has now passed, we recommend their closure at this time.

We recommend that the Comumussion exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective February 24,1998. Closing

' These cases are: MUR 4350 (Repubiscan Porty of Msnnrsota). MUR 4355 (Aque-Lorsure Indust 5, Juc, MUR
4372 (Netvasks Drmecvatsc Porty). MUR 430 (Amrvw ons for Term Lamts); MUR 4472 (Commtter to Elect
Winston). MUR 4483 (Nebraske Drmovatsc Siatr Central Comamitee). MUR 4504 (NH Democraiec State Party
Comemtire), MUR 4507 (Propic for Boscimestz). MUR 4509 (1 \ellssonr for Senate); MUR 4568 (Bell for

MUR 4570 (Congrrssromen Andrre Seastrand). MUR 4571 (Svivert for Congress Commatier); MUR 4572 (Frarmds
of Dud B Durinn). MUR 4575 (Dene Corengion). MUR 4585 (Hughrs for Congress Commiltiee); MUR 4589
(Congrrismen Bevt Gordon); MUR 4592 (leww Pubi. Teirreseon), MUR 4593 (Public Inierest inshiuie); MUR 4599
(Bruce I\ Haponouncs); MUR 4601 (Chenvtaar Nataom of Ohlohoma), MUR 4602 (WFSB-TV Chennel 3): MUR 4504
{Dens Cormgton); MUR 4605 (Chwashen Coalitwm). Pre-MUR 346 (Conlition of Polihcally Actwe Chnstums); RAD
S6NF 09 (O’ Suliream for Congress). RAD L.-12 (Alaska Demoxcvetic Party); and RAD S7NF-02 (Zaen for
Congrrss)

* These cases are: MUR 4350 (Repuhiscan Perty of AMmarsota). MUR 4372 (Nebrasks Demecvaine Party); MUR
4% (Amrnicans for Term Limts). MUR 4472 (Commuticer o Elect Vinston); MUR 4483 (Nebrasks Democraiec
State Central Commattee); MUR 4504 (NH Democveny State Perty Comnutice); MUR 4507 (People for Beschuwitz):
MUR 4509 (1\clistone for Semate). and MUR 4565 (Bell for Congress).




these cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the

necessary time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.

IIl. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, ciose the file effective February 24, 1998, and
approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:

1. RAD 96NF-09 3. RAD 97NF-02 5. Pre-MUR 356
2. RAD96L-12 4. Pre-MUR 346

B. Take no action, close the file effective March 2, 1998, and approve the
appropriate letters in the following matters:

MUR 4350 14. MUR 4575 27. MUR 4668
MUR 4355 15. MUR 4585 28. MUR 4672
MUR 4372 16. MUR 4589 29. MUR 4673
MUR 4394 17. MUR 4592 30. MUR 4676
MUR #472 18. MUR 4593 31. MUR 4677
MUR 4483 19. MUR 4599 32. MUR 4681
MUR 4504 20. MUR 4601 33. MUR 4683
MUR 4507 21. MUR 4602 34. MUR 4684
. MUR 4509 22. MUR 4604 35. MUR 4694
10. MUR 4565 23. MUR 4605 36. MUR 4695
11. MUR 4570 24. MUR 4631 37. MUR 469
12. MUR 4571 25. MUR 4661 38. MUR 4703
13. MUR 4572 26. MUR 4667

o s SYOWIE

Date Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

1.
2,
3
4
5.
6.
7.
8.
9




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington DC 20463

LAWRENCE M NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM MARJORIE W. EMMONSI/LISA R DAVI@
COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE FEBRUARY 19, 1998

SUBJECT: Case Closures Under Enforcement Priority. General
Counsel's Report dated February 11, 1998.

The above-captioned document was circulated to the Commission

on Thursday, February 12, 1998

Objection(s) have been recerved from the Commissioner(s) as

indicated by the name(s) checked below.

Commussioner Aikens

Commussioner Elkott

Commussioner McDoneid XXX

Commussioner McGarry

Commussioner Thomas XXX

This matter will be placed on the meeting agenda for
Tussday, February 24, 1998

Please notify us who will represent your Division before the Commission on this
matter. o A




BEFOCRE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document
Case Closures Under No. X98-13

Enforcement Priority

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for

the Federal Election Commission executive session on

February 24,

1998, do hereby certify that the Commission
took the following actions with respect to Agenda

Document No. X98-13:

Fajled in a vote of 3-2 to pass a motion

to approve the General Counsel‘'s

w2 recommendations, subject to amendment of
the closing date in recommendation A to
read March 2, 1998, and subject to deletion
of those cases listed in footnote 4 on

Page 3 of the staff report.

Commissioners McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
-~ voted affirmatively for the motion.
Commissioners Aikens and Elliott dissented.

i

Recided by a vote of 5-0 to

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve

the appropriate letters in the

following matters:

1. RAD 96NF-09 4. Pre-MUR 346
2. RAD 96L-12 S . Pre-MUR 356
. RAD 97NF-02

(continued)



Federal Election Commission Page 2
Certification: Agenda Document No. X98-13
February 24, 1998

Take no action, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

4350 20.
4355 21.
4372 22.
4394 23.
4472 24.
4483 25 .
4504 26.
4507 27«
4509 28.
4565 29.
4570 30.
4571 -l e
4572 s
4575 33
4585 4.
4589 35,
4592 36.
4593 - 37.
4599 38.

4601
4602
4604
4605
4631
4661
4667
4668
4672
4673
4676
4677
4681
4683
4684
4694
4695
4696
4703
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9.
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MUR
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MUR
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Commissioners Aikens, Elliott,
McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas voted
affirmatively for the decirion.

Attest:

/78

Marjorie W. Emmons
ecretary of the Commissien




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON Do 20des

March 2, 1998

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr John B Farrell
125 South Street
Glen Falls. NY 12801

RE MUR 4676

Dear Mr Farrell

On October 1. 1997. the Federal Elecion Commuission received your complaint alleging
cenain violations of the Federal Elecion Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™).

After considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise 11s prosecutonal discretion and 1o take no action against the respondents. See attached
narrative  Accordingly. the Commussion closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998. This
matier will become part of the public record within 30 davs

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of
thisaction See 2 US.C. § 437gtax8)

Sincerely,

- —

<
F Andrew Turfe;
Supervisory Attomey
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narmmative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell's mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren County
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committees at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had am
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DU 2ude

March 2, 1998

Mr. C Wilham McCarthy
16 Lupine Lane
Queensbury, NY 12804

RE MUR 4676

Dear Mr McCarthy

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Elecion Commussion notified you of a complaint
alleging centain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considening the circumstances of this matter. the Commission has determined to
exercise 1ts prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against vou. See attached namative.
Accordingly. the Commuission closed 1ts file in this matter on March 2, 1998

The confidentiahity provisions of 2 U!'S C § 437g(a)X 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 davs, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If vou wish 10 submt any factual or legal matenals 10 appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible  While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals. any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
reccived.

If vou have any questions, plcasc contact Alva E Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530  Owr local telephone number 15 (202) 694-1650.

Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrauive




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell’s mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren
or the Glen Falls Yemocratic Committees at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 204018

March 2, 1998

Treasurer

Glens Falls Democratic Commitiee
17 Hillcrest Dnive

Lake George, NY 12845

RE. MUR 4676
Dear Sir or Madam

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging centain violanons of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

Afier considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against Glen Falls Democratic
Commttee and vou. as treasurer  See attached narrative. Accordingly. the Commission
closed 1ts file in this matter on March 2, 1998

The confidentiahity provisions of 2 U S C § 437g(a)X 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition, although the compilete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 davs. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vole.

I vou wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
receined

If vou have any questions, picase contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530. Our local elephone nu ber 1s (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely.

—-—

—

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O’Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell’s mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Commiittee, states that he was not a member of the Warren
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committees at the time of alleg 1 offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 203

March 2, 1998

Mr Dan Martindale
31 Grand Street
Glen Falls. NY 12801

RE MUR 4676

Dear Mr Marundale

On October 1. 1997, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against vou . See attached narrative.
Accordingly. the Commission closed 1ts file in this matter on March 2. 1998

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S C § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 davs, this could occur at anyv time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If vou wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible While the filc may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals. any permissible submussions will be added to the public record when
recenved

If you have any questions. picasc contact Alva E Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number 1s (202) 694-1650.

Supervisory A omcv
Central Enforcement Docket

Anachmem
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O’ Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell's mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committees at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

MASHING TON DO 2odnt

March 2, 1998

Mr. Peter Wager, Treasurer

Saratoga County Democratic Committee
6 Cappa Binca Dnve

Waterford, NY 12188

RE: MUR 4676
Dear Mr Wager

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Election Commussion notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise 1ts prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against the Saratoga County
Democratic Committee and vou. as treasurer  See attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commussion closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998.

The confidenuality provisions of 2 L) S C § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days. this could occur at amy time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public recoed, please do so
as soon as possible  While the file mayv be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
recenved

If vou have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, (300) 424-9530. Our local iclcphone number 1s (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely.

F Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attomey
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O’'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell's mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
i records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He

- asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
N Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committ s at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in anv of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 2odnt

March 2, 1998

Mr Thomas P. O'Dea, Treasurer
Warren County Democratic Committee
PO Box9

Johnsburg, NY 12843

RE: MUR 4676
Dear Mr O 'Dea

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Election Commussion notified you of a complaint
alleging centain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considenng the circumstances of this matter. the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against the Warren County
Democratic Committee and vou. as treasurer  Sce attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commussion closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998.

The confidentiahity provisions of 2 U S C § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If vou wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matcnals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when

receined

If you have any questions, picase contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 694-165(

Sincerely,

Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the Lawrence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O’'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell’s mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren County
or the Glen Falls Demacratic Committees at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in anv of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WANHINGTON DO 2o

March 2, 1998

The Honorable Lois Montfort
Warren County Board of Elections
1340 State Road 9

Lake George. NY 12845-9793

RE MUR 4676
Dear Commissioner Montfort

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Election Commussion notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considenng the circumstances of this matter. the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosccutonal discretion and to take no action against you . See attached narrative.
Accordingly. the Commuission closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S C. § 437gta) 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 dayvs. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If vou wish 1o submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possiblc. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals. anv permissible submissions will be added to the public record when

recened

If vou have any questions, pleasc contact Aiva E. Smﬂhonouloll-ﬁum
number. (800) 424-9530. Our local selephone number 1s (202) 694-1650. =t

Sincerely,

Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex County and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their own names to the LawTtence campaign. The committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell's mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

Ln response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren Co
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committees at the time of alleged offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was involved.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D

JOd6 8

March 2, 1998

Mr William S Greenewalt, Esquire
Loselle, Greenewalt, Kaplan, Blair & Adler
140 E 45th Street, 42nd Floor

New York, NY 10017

RE MUR 4676

Essex County Democratic Committee
Matthew Dwyer, Treasurer

Dear Mr Greenewalt

On October 1, 1997, the Federal Election Commission notified vour clients of a
o | complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against your clients. See attached
narmatine Accordingly. the Commussion closed its file in this matter on March 2, 1998.

" The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S C § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 davs. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission’s vote.

If you wish to submit any factual or legal matcnals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals. any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

N/

9 0 U 4

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E- Smith on our 1oll-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone n mber 1s (202) 694-1650

Sincerely,

F Andrew T

Supervisory Auémey
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4676
WARREN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Mr. John Farrell alleges that the Warren County Democratic Committee
(“Warren County”) contributed $4,000 to Bob Lawrence’s unsuccessful 1994
campaign for Congress. The Lawrence campaign reportedly refunded $2,000 of
this amount immediately. After receiving the refund, Warren County allegedly
provided $1,000 each to two other committees, the Essex C ounty and Saratoga
County Democratic Committees, with the direction to contribute this money in
their onn names to the Lawrence cam paign._ﬂ\e committees reportedly each
contributed $1,000 to this campaign.

Respondent Thomas O'Dea, treasurer of Warren County, denies these
allegations and asserts that no violations of any election laws occurred. He
asserts that the complaint was filed to discredit Warren County because Mr.
Farrell’s mother, Margaret Farrell, was defeated in her bid for reelection for City
Chairperson by Daniel Martindale. After the defeat, Warren County’s financial
records were audited by the State Board of Elections. The Board of Elections
found no violations. C. William McCarthy, former treasurer of Warren County,
denies any knowledge of any wrongdoing during his tenure as treasurer. He
asserts that these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of
Elections and deemed to be without merit. He opines that the complaint was
motivated by a personal vendetta.

Respondent Peter Wager, treasurer of the Saratoga County Democratic
Committee, likewise denies that this alleged violation occurred. He states that
these allegations were investigated by the New York State Board of Elections,
which concluded that no election law had been violated and closed the matter.

In response to the complaint, Dan Martindale, Chairman of Glen Falls
Democratic Committee, states that he was not a member of the Warren
or the Glen Falls Democratic Committecs at the time of alle ;2d offense, and
denies involvement in any of the activities described in the complaint. He states
the complainant filed this complaint in an attempt to exert control the Glen Falls
Democratic Committee.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission. Additionally, the alleged activities do not appear to have had an
impact on the electoral process and a limited amount of money was invelved.
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