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REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL

TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

I.COMMIITEE:

I.RELEVANT STATUTE:

DATE:- AR 4 UT

ANALYST: Jacques P. Andres Jr.

The Conservative Trust
(C00301 895)
S. Dennis Hoffmnan, Treasurer

(March 28, 1995 - Present)
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD 21702'

2 U. S.C. §434(aX(4XAXi) and (iv)
I1I CFR § 104.5(c)(l)i) and (2X(iXB)

III. BACKGROUND:

Failure to Timely File a Report and Chronic Late Filing of Repsi

71e Coinewrative Trust ("the Cwmte" fald 0
Reports of Receipt and Disbursements for the 1995,1996
Filing liisiy (2urt). The reports were filed betwn to
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receive the Year End Report by March 22, 1996 (Attachment 6). On March 25,
1996 the analyst called the Committee and left a message on voice mail notfyin
the treasurer that the 1995 Year End Report had not been received (Attachment 8).
On March 25, 1996 the Commission received the 1995 Year End Report
(Attachment 9).

A Chronic Late Filing Notice was sent to the Committee on May 17, 1996
for failing to file the 1995 Year End and the 1996 April Quarterly Reports in a
timely manner (Attachment 11I). The notice advised the Committee that any
additional late filing of reports could result in legal enforcement action.

Subsequent to the sending of the Chronic Late Filing Notice, the Comnmittee
failed to file the 1996 October Quarterly and Year End Reports in a timely mainner.
On October 17, 1996, the Commission received a letter f-rm the Com-mittee
requesting the October Quarterly Report filing deadline be extended (Attachment
14). On October 25, 1996 the Commission received the 1996 October Quarterly
Report (Attachment 15). On February 11, 1997 the Commission received the 1996
Year End Report (Attachment 17).
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LATE FILING HISTORY
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1/31/96

4/15/96

10/1 5/96

2/23/96 (Attachment 4)

5/08/96 (Attachment 10)

None

3/25/96 (Attachment 9)

6/07/96 (Attachment 12)

10/25/96 (Attachment 15)

2/11/97 (Attachment 17)
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All Reports Have Been Reviewed.

Ending Cash-on-Hand as of 12/31/96:

Debts and Obligations Owed to the Committee:

Debts and Obligations Owed by the Committee:

2 TII M

$2,034.75

$0

$147 p928.19
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RPO T NOTI Att&Chent 2
Page 1 of 2

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
PARTIES AND PACE December 26. 1994

QUARTERLY AND NONTULY FILERS 1.cm

RAILING FILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIODS DAtTE**U
Year-End1/99 12174 13175 11VF

WO RUST FILE
All party committees and PAC$ (nonconnected committees and
separate segregated funds) must file a Year-End Report.

LABEL
Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to
Line I of the report. Correction& should be made on the label.

COMPLIANCE.
TREASURERS Of POLITICAL COMMITTEES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR FILING ALL
REPORTS ON TIRE. FAILURE TO DO SO IS SUBJECT TO ENFORCENENw
ACTION. COMMITTEES FILING ILLEGIBLE REPORTS OR USING NOES-FEC
FORMS WILL BE REQUIRED TO REFILl.

*The period begins wih the ClO$* of the last report filed by the
Committee. If the Committee has filed no previous to?"s~b
period begins with the date of the commiltte's fieet 0 tr

**aeports sent by registered or certifiled mail Most be.
by the sailing dates otherwise, they must be relevedb
filing date.

(iover)



S
1995 REPORTING SCHEDULE

PACs AND PARTIES*

Attachment #2
Page, 2 of 2

I. SEMIANNUAL FILERS**
REG./CERT.
MAILING FILING

REPORT PERIOD COVERED DATE*** flATE
Kid-Year 01/01/95 - 06/30/95 07/31/95 07/31/95
Year-End 07/01/95 - 12/31/95 01/31/96 01/31/96

II. MONTHLY FILERS
RIG ./CERT.
NAILING FrILING

REPORT PERIOD COVERED DATEP*** DATE
February 01/01/95 - 01/31/95 02/20/95 02/20/95
March 02/01/95 - 02/28/95 03/20/95 03/20/95
April 03/01/95 - 03/31/95 04/20/95 04/20/95
may 04/01/95 -04/30/95 05/20/95 05/20/95
June 05/01/95 - 05/31/95 06/20/95 06/20/95
July 06/01/95 - 06/30/95 07/20/95 07/20/95
August 07/01/95 - 07/31/95 08/20/95 08/20/95
September 08/01/95 - 08/31/95 09/20/95 09/20/95
October 09/01/95 - 09/30/95 10/20/95 10/20/95
November 10/01/95 - 10/31/95 11/20/95 11/20/95
December 11/01,/95 - 11/30/95 12/20/95 12/20/95
Year-End 12/01/95 - 12/31/95 01/31/96 01/31/96

*Comittees thast wisF to change their filing
the Commission in writing.

**Committees that filed quarterly reports in
required to file semiannually in 1995.

status must notify

1994 are only

***Reports sent registered or certified mail must be postmrked by
the sailing date; otherwise, they must be received by the filing
dot**

FMR INFORMATION, Call: S00/424-9530 or 202/219-3420



WEREND 0 ttahmen 3

REPORT NOTICE Page Iof 2

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSION

PAMR138UM PACs December 29v 1995

iN o M a i FIL B 0 A I ( O C A 0 t OM ~ t 6 W 8 9 9 tParty Committees and PAe a(nocnnece omite andPA serat.
segregated funds) must fl erEdRpr mJnay1 96

REP=R MWMTU a N DATEMS

I. semiannual Moes
Mai I./ 5K!.
RUlLING FILING

aspO=T REPORTING PERIOID' DAIM* A2
ear-nw 1719 - 111 1s~e171

Semiannual filers must disclose financial activity that occurred
from July 1 through December 31. 199S. on their year-End Reot

11. monthly Filers

RUING FILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD* DM &I DATE
year-53 1n0/5-17195 4719 137

monthly filers must disclose financial activity from December I
through Decembier 31. l,95. on their Year-End Report.

CEANGE IN FILING FRQUCT
Committees wishinig to change their reporting schedule (for example,
from semiannual to monthly) must notify the Commissiom ia writing
vhen they file their next report due under their Current reporting
schedule. Committees may change their filing frequencies me mo
than once per calendar year.

EASEL
Committees should aff ix the peel-off label from, the envelope to
Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be made em t"e label.

Treasuroe Of poitical Committees are responsible for fililg all
r*ot on time. Failure to do so Is subject to enfocement
action, Committees filing Illegible reports or mo6. nem.F fern.
(encep tfor FEC approved computer generated forms) vNil be required
to re.

gYI~iiiiitiiindicate the beginning and the end of the reporting

rcie. Areporting perid alvwais begins the day after the cli(
tofthe last report fie. f the comittee Is mew M a tLet

preoviously filed a rpot the first report must cove all activity
tt occurred beforiet committee registered.

"eports sent by registered Or Certified mail must he postuarhed
by the mailing datel Otherwise, they must be received by the filing
date.

(Oer



IpARI35 MND PAOS S Sl
1996 FILING SCU31DUL

i. uarterly Mile

sgiR

MuY
october
Pre-General

lost-Gene cal
Yea r-8nd

~./UUT.uug/cwo

171/ --- -;P"-i
04/0,1/96 - 06/30/96 07/15/96
07/01/96 : 09/30/96 10/15/96
10/01/96 -10/16/96 10/21/96
----24 gour Reot5s**. WG

10/17/96 - 11/25/96 12/05/96
11/26/96 - 12/31/96 01/3;L97

TBIM-m
Attachment #3
Page 2 of 2

@7/15j/96

1I. Monthly filers R5g .,~IBUT.MZOOEN

RZEPORT RSPORTING 133100' tDATE"*
February 01/ul1fl - 01/1/G 0230f,
March 02/01/96 - 02/29/96 03/20/,
Ari 03/01/96 - 03/31/96 0420/

mapri 04/01/96 - 04/30/96 06/20/
June OS~0/01/96 - 05/31/96062/

July 06/01/96 - 06/30/96 07/20/
August 07/01/96 - 07/31/96 06/20/

September 06/01/96 - 06/31/96 09/20/
October 09/01/96 -09/30/96 10/20/
Ire-General 10/01/96 -10/16/96 10/21/

---24 Bout Reports*'-----MM

Post-General 10/17/96 -11/25/96 12/05/
ma r-Etid 11/26/96 -12/31/6 0/1

S

F5tm
16
16
16
16
16
*6
16
16
16

*6
'7

PILING
DAY.

03/20/96
@4/20/96
05/20/96
06/'020/96
@7/20/96
00/20/96
@9/20/96
10/20/96
10/24/96

12/05/96
01/31/97

MTl5@ atEWS indi cate the beginning and the end of the, reporting

Ceriod, Aresporting priod always begins the day after 10611ef
ato.of the last report filed. If the comittee Is now aind hasm

C Coiousy fied a t.t the first report must e~wer all atiity
:t ccuredbefore rL comittee, registered.

**~g~t5sety registered or certified mail mest be pecmake
Y~h mal datel otherwiso, they must be received byth filing
aft..

***PACs that make independent expenditures aggre ating $1000@ or
owe after the 20th daye but more than 24 hours be fore the, *lectiem,
moset file 24 Most Reports. Party Committees may met make
independent expenditures.

ram invO 100oU CALL: 800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420

:0

Iaspom OD*--
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, AttaCM11nt 4

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION R-S ~~WASHINGTON, D.C 20461Feray2,19

S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer
The Conservative Trust
601 Pennsylvania Avenue NW #700
Washington, DC 20004

identification Number: C00301895

Reference: Year End Report (7/1/95-12/31/95)

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

it has come to the attention of the Federal Election
Commission ("the Conuission) that your comnittee maybe in
violation of 2 U.s.c. 5434(a) for failing to file tye above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursm nts. YOU were
previously notified of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report iinedately with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 3 Street, MWt Vashintn DC
20463 (or vith the Secretary of the Senate). A cowf of the rePort
or its relevant portions should also be filed with the Secretar
of State or equivalent state officer (see 11 CYR SS1O.2tv 108.3t
108.4).

Although the Comiss ion may initiate an anIt ll
enforcement action concerning this matter, yourwzoe
and a letter of explanation will be taken into c-misa~a

if you have any questions,, please costt mt;
our toll-free nber (800) 424-9530. Ow 00_,
219-3580.

John D, GU1bs

Assistant ftwstt



S
TELECON

ANALYST:

S Attach.nt 5

Wendy Barkley

COMMITTEE: The Conservative Trust

CONTACT:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer

March 18, 1996

1995 Year End Report

The analyst called Mr. Hoffman to tell him to file the 1995
Year End Report. Mr. Hoffman stated that he had forgotten all
about filing and stated that they did not have much activity for
the period that the 1995 Year End Report covered. The analyst
told the treasurer that he must file the 1995 Year End Report and
the 1995 amended Mid Year Report by Friday, March 22,, 1995 to
avoid the matter being referred to the Office of General Counsel
for legal action. He said that filing by Friday would not be a
problem.



AttaCb..~t 6

TELECON

ANALYST: Wendy Barkley

COMMITTEE: The Conservative Trust

CONTACT: S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer

DATE: March 19, 1996

SUBJECT: 1995 Mid Year Report and 1995 Year End Report

Mr. Dennis Hoffman called to inquire about how to amend the
1995 Mid Year Report. The analyst and Mr. Hoffman went through
each problem and discussed what must be amended. The analyst
stressed to Mr. Hoffman the importance of filing the 1995 Year End
Report even if the Mid Year amendment is not ready to be filed.
The analyst stated again that the 1995 Year End Report must be
filed with the Commission no later that March 22, 1996.

N



Attachment #7
1 ae 1 of 2

QUARTERLY

REPORT NOTICE
FEDERA ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS March 22. 1.996

&ILING FILING

35103? REPORTING PERioD* A& DAT'S

April Quarterly 01/01/96 - 03/31/96 04/15/96 04/15196

WUST 35? IL9
Party comittees and PACs (nonconnected committees and separate
segregated funds) filing on a quarterly basis must file a Quarterly
Report in April.

P31-ELBCIOW RIPOUTI HG
Comittees which make contributions or expenditures (including
independent expenditures) in connection with an election oust also
file a pre-clection Report, if the activity was not previously
repoted. See the January 1996 Record.

24 noo 33103? 0ON INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES
Amy PAC that makes indep ndefft expenditures in connection with an
election may have to tileo a 24 hour report. This reporting
requirement will be triggered if the committee, make Independent
expenditures aggregating S1.000 or mare after the 20th day. but more
than 24 hours, before the election day.

CRAMSE IN FILING FREQUENCY
Committees wishing to change their reporting schedule (leg, aemple,
from quarterly to monthly) must notify the Comision J0 wuitin
when they file their next report due under their eurrent
schedule. Commtteoes may change their filing twoequwee*
than once per calendar year.

Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelop to
Line I of the report. Corrections should be mde on the lbel.

'These nates -indicate the beginning and the eat of the mmmette
period. A reporting period always, begins the isp after to~eig
date of the last report filed. If the comittee ts law gont
previanuly filed a reporto the first report 8t r Ub iy
that occurred before the committee registered.

eqports sent registered or certified mail mst be pestmrW by
the mailing date; otherwise, they must be received by tfthe IA
date.

("et)



'Attachment #7
Page 2 of 2

APRIL UR3LPAR?! U AND PAC#

COKPL!AMC
Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all
reports on time. Failure to do so is subject to enforcement action.
Committees filing illegible reports or using non-raC forms (except
for 73C approved computer generated forms) will be required to
refile.

'A

vM anVO ONU CALL. 9"/424-4S36

jp" ; ","4.



S
TELECON

ANALYST:

Attacbent 8

Wendy Barkley

COMMITTEE: The Conservative Trust

CONTACT:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Voice Mail

March 25, 1996

1995 Year End Report

The analyst called and left a message on S. Dennis Hoffman's
voice mail. in the message the analyst stated that the Coeission
had not yet received the 1995 Year End Report which vas due on
March 22, 1996.
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At tc N -t 10

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
SWASHINTON. D.C. -V43 mys196R0Q7

S. Dennis Hoffmanv Treasurer
The Conservative Trust
601 Pennsylvania Avenue WV #700
Washington, DC 20004

Identification Number: C00301695

Reference: April Quarterly Report (1l/196-3/31/96)

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

It has come to the attention of the fedel Iljection
Commission (*the Cinissiono) that Your committee mybe in
violation of 2 U.S.C. 5434(a) for failing to file% th aove
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements, YOU were
previously notified of the due date, for this report.

it is important that you file this reprt ineely with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 Z Street, NW, W.i1oD
20463 (or with the Secretary of the Senate). A cony o th-e relport
or its relevant portions should also be f iled with te Secretary
of State or equivalent state, officer (see 11 CYR 5$10420 108.3,
108.4).

Although the Commission myinitiate an aftdit me UePa
enforcement action co0ncerning- thi mattero you am.u g
and a letter of explanation ill be taken into Mks1sulsm.0

If you hae any questionsp leas contact
our tall-free rnmer (800) 424453o 0.1.roa
219-3580.

IVE5190u TO" AND XNAOUNS
DMACWK XIuCMC iTe ftu" 00Wvo



Attachwent 11

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION N-

WASH W4CTMt4 D.C. XO443

S. Dennis fff man, Treasur
The Conservative Trust MAY 17
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, 3.1. #700
Washington, DC 20004

Identification Numbers C00301695

Ref erences 1995-1996 zlection cycle reports

Dear Mjr. Hoffman&

It has come to the attention of the Ieea 3lection
Cavanision ('them CiNE&ionm) that your committee may havg
violated 2 U.S.C. 5434(a),r by failing to timely fUle RIPOLts Of
Receipts and Disbursements. The following is a list of the
reports in question.

ReprtTMDue Date Date Filed

Year 3Md Report
(7/1/95-12/31/95) 1131/96 3/25/96

April Quarterly Report ~ ie
(1/1/96-3/31/96)4/56 nofie

Timely filing 'is a specific eqIVemen of theftea
3loction eqign Act (wthe Ats) and n eseta to ftmfillUg
the public disclosuza coOMpt ~oid la that Te
Cammission view failue to timely file reporte w aseis
violation Of the Act.I This coacatm Le to evg
notwithstandingsa aka b

tiumly manwo dO ~ h ~ ita

You may subait a letter of welinati M, ~ Si
notificatioft. If, hwmvear haewgqetis Im el
free to Contact Wendy GdNArkleyo our O:tollwfre aw (600)
4244530. Xy local 006M is (202) 2,11-3560

Wg~ ~Asift
C41
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F1 4L Attachment 113

QUARTERLY

REPORT NOTICE
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSON

PASTIBS AMD PAC$ September 20. 1996

UP~n REP~tIN P3ROO* ~ UGFILING

October Quarterly 07/01/96 - 09/30/96 10/15/96 10/15/96

330 NUST F ILE
Party committees and PACs (nonconnected
segregated funds) filing on a quarterly
Report in October.

PRB-SLOCFION REPORYINO

comittees and separate
basis must file a Quarterly

Committetes which make contributions or expenditures (including
independent expenditures) in conniection with an election must also
file a Pre-tlection Report, if the activity vas not previously
reported. See the January 1996 Record.

24 3003 MEORT OW INDPDI SUPIIUR
Any PAC that makes independent expenditures in connection wit~h an
election may have to file a 2% hour report. fTis resporting
requirement will be triggered if the committee makes independent
expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more after the 20th day.0 but more
than 24 hours, before the election day.

iEnGE1 FILING WRQUC
Committees wishing to Change their reporting schedule (for eXample
from quarterly to monthly) must notify the comilesa in wriUs
when they file their neat resport due under theig eactest repot ag
Schedule. Committees say chang their filingl fr~eM"eies Sees
than ose per calendar year.

Committees should affix the peel-off label from the enwelep to
Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be ae em the lael.

ITIeso U14es ndicate the beginning and the *nd of the lrertn
nrod. A reporting period always beg ins the day Sftot tie
toeof the last report filed. If the Committee is &Mv and' hes ma

previously filed a report. the first report mest 04"S all euvty
bt occurred before the comi ttee registered.

easperts seat registered or certified mail most be psstmR8bghg
the mailing dateu othervise, they mast be rcecived by the filing
date.*

(owerg I



tachmnt #13

age 2 of 2

=C~f 101M 3LT

COISPIANCE
Treasurers Of political comittees are responsible for filing all
reports on tine. Failure to do so is subject to enfocement, action.
Comittees, filing illegible reports, or using non-FCC forms (except
for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be required to
ref il.

4 -

PM 1 zamI "*@U. Calla NW/U4WS@ et

PARI IRS AND PACS



* Attfchmnt #14

The Conuevatly. Trust
2020 -enylai Aweam NW
Washigton, DC 20002

October 15, 1996

Federal Election Ccinission
ATT: Report Analysis Division
999 3 Street N.V.
Washgtn DC 20463

ID IHo.: C0030101895
Ref.: Quarterly Report (FEC Tom 3z 07/01196-09/30/96)

VIAk FAX ead FIRST CLASU ~L

ToU it May Conowrns

I rspetfuly repest the Caosision to extand our fiL2q
d i mW and oet car reoto be sIte.and van! a 1~f -0mm ~m--a la-AM thn 1tbe 22, m ,

I= for yr aoperetio in this mattere

Sincerely,
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WAREND

REPORT NOTICE
FEDERA ELECTION COMMMISON

var am VA Sooember See 1994

__i~ Am xmymy VILUS

3-p
yes -w

DISCmTIM PIM10
ou=

DLYRCO

All p&rt cettees ad 1PACS (Sonconnoctod committees and soeaate
seoated un s ust file a Teas-3nd Roeot.,

C ittos should affix the peel-off label from, the envelop to
LIm £ of the report. Corrections should be ade eo the label.

Tceasurors of political committees are rospeasiblo fog filing all
reots em time. Vailuro to do so Is subjsct to eofomeat action.
comtte*s filing Illegible reports or Us ing mee-vUC form (except

for VU approved computer generated forms) will be required to
refilo.

UFeaitendicato the bovinning and the end of d

sos.e eportial period alws bevins the dOw afte
ate of rwls aeot filed. I the eeittee Is a

crvew&, filed a --- rto the first roeat, met ewest
It eere before M ommittee registeroe.t

*wag rts sent registered 0betlldWllMs eb h
wailaqdate; otherwise, they isbecelebrt1"uebe

lever)
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'Attachment #16
Page 2 of 2

PARTIES AND PACE

1997 REOTN M nasCEEDU
PARTIES AND PACE*

I. SEMIANNUAL FILERS"*

NALING FILING
33103? REP ORTING PERIOD DLTz3"'D
RIO-Year 01/01717 - 0630/97 0773]L/17 7/27
Year-End 07/01/97 - 12/31/97 01/31/46 Ow/to/

11. RMNTLY FILERS

NRILING FLN
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD DATE"'* DAYS

Ferury0/U1/97 - 01/31/7 02/20/9-1 uz/zI/1
Mear 02/01/97 - 02/26/97 03/20/97 03/30/97
April 03/01/97 - 03/31/97 04/20/97 04/20/97
may 04/01/97 - 04/30/97 05,20/97 05/20/97
June 05/01/97 - 05/31/97 06/20/97 06/20/97
July 06/01/97 - 06/30/97 07/20/97 07/30/97
August 07/01/97 -07/31/97 06/20/97 06/20/97
September 06/01/97 - 06/31/97 09/20/97 09/30/97
October 09/01/97 - 09/30/97 10/20/97 10/20,97
November 10/01/97 - 10/31/97 .11/20/97 11/30,97
December 11/01/97 - 11/30/97 12,20,97 12/30,97
Year-End 12/01/97 - 12/31/97 01/31/96 01/3/M

Scomittees that wish to chaetheir filing statnO
their current re~ri gi!e

*Comittees that filed qurterly reports In 1996 are mly required
to file* semiannually In 1997.

***Reports sent registered or certified4 mail suet be rm~beb
the mailing date; otherwise, they must be received by the SHIL
date.

FmR 00E mmaUnI0 CALL: S88/424-9S3 m
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j~.e...i~.a~..Attachment #17

%Page 2of 2

Esei9ew COmmbsim
ENVELOPE REPLACEMIENT PAGE

FOR INCOMING DOCUMENTS

The Commission has added ft pegs to toe end of this filing ID kndiate
how It was received.

VATE OP PWcmW

First Clas Mel

fl RegistereWCerfflW Mail KTh1AMM

LNo Fouiwki

L Poota lleil

LIReceived fom the Hoas Ontoce Aoft ecords
and Reistmation

Recivd ro te eat Offic Of PubiC D7 W

[J over (Specify: P8M
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

RAD REFERRAL: 97NF-06

DATE ACTIVATED: APRIL 29, 1997

STAFF MEMBER: Tonda Phalen
Clinett Short

SOURCE: INTERNALLY GENERATED

RESPONDENTS: The Conservative Trust and
S. Dennis Hoffmnan, as Treasurer

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Disclosure Reports

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

1. GENERAION OFMATE

The Reports Analysis Division ("RAD") referred the Conservative Trust (TCAmmiue"),

and S. Dennis Hoffman, as treasurer, to the Office of the General Coumel an Apri 4,1997. The

basis of the RAD referral is the failure of the Committee to timely file the 1995 Yew Beaw ot

1996 April Quulterly report, 1996 October Querterly report, and the 1996 Yewut

EL 7&LLI..~L~LE

Bind an the Factua and Lega Analysis, see Attihm I1, this Offift 10" ft

Comissonfind rmwon to believe thersonet violae 2 U.S.C. I 43(4)Uh)(

ilLOF -- I A AT



IV. RQMEiATIONS

I. OpsiaMUR

2. Phd urns.W im Carsrvw m d&
urm vlolwWI2 U.S.C. 434(aX4XAXi)=adft) ad ain uo aismp hg

of pb~bl caus to believe.

I
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3. Approve the attached Factual and Legal Analysis and conciliation agreement, and
the appropriate letter.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

4412 BY:
Ls COr
Associate eaConl

Attachments:
1. Factual and Legal Analysis
2. Proposedagem t

Date

*I*



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20483

MEMQRANDUM

TO: LAWRENCE M. NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS/BONNIE ROSS
COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE: JULY 28, 1997

SUBJECT: RAD Referral #97NF-06 - First General Counsel's Repor

The above-captioned document was circulated to fth Cormission

on Wednesday. July 23.,1997.

Objection(s) have been received from the Comimsone(s) as

indicated by the name(s) checked below:

Commissioner Aikens-

Commnissioner Ellot

Commissioner McGanvy-

Commissior Thomas X

This matter wHi be placed on the mwetn* ged

Pleme not us who will represent your Divsion before ft
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BEFORE TRE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMEISS ION

In the Matter of

The Conservative Trust and S. Dennis
Roffman, as Treasurer.

RAD Referral h*97UP-06 hi l/4(4(

I, Marjorie W. mons, Secretary of the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on August 12, 1997. the

Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following

actions in RAD Referral #97NF-06:

1. Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe the Conservative Trust
and S. Dennis Hoffman, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. 434(a) (4) (A) (i) and (iv), and enter
into conciliation prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe.

3. Approve the Factual and Legal Analysis and
conciliation agreement, and the appropriate
letter, as recomitnded in the General
Counsel's Report dated August 7, 1997.

Coissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, KoGarry, a

Theomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

t*MP/ do t
Date

Received in the secretariat:I
C~zu~ted to the Camnison:

Deadline for vote:

Vorie V1.4
See re ofte n

Fri., Aug. OS, 1997
Fri., Aug. Ole 1997
Wed., Aug. 13, 1997

bjr

00
0 0



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTO0N. D C 20463

August 14, 1997

S. Dennis Hoffmnan, Treasurer
The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD, 21702

RE: MUR 4666
The Conservative Trust, and
S. Dennis Hoffman, as tresurer

Dear Mr. Hoffmnan:

On August 12, 1997, the Federal Election Commission found that there is r easoa to
believe the Conservative Trust ("Committee") and you, as treasurer, violate 2 u.s.c.
1434 (aX4XAXi) and (iv) , provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
amended (the Act*). The Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for t&C
Commission's finding, is attached for your information.

You may submnit any factual or WSWi materials that you believe awe ek v 19o
Cemm WSic' cudrioftIIer Pleas subunit suck materials to dwG g*

Comft Office Ww is days ofyrn rcitOf this letter. where aWaif
ud be mami df M&r hda "n th"Muee Of aditonl"601Wa~am

lA" proabe -m to bilatm a vioation has occurral a4 promi w1tft

hinder tof tjsd 4W_ ss la sbeth cmb

If you we inieremtd in exeiigthe reslution, of this matter by

~ csilgi iniialas pim'toa laingt of probab cmse t bent.

------- oW 3Osu 4 ~s otis Wnullalo via&

~mtNs"* la "Ui~m~ 66 OfficeI of the Gnalw Counsldil 
bym20dsyL



S. Denns Hoffinmn, itI
Page 2

If you intend to be reprend by counsel in this matter, please advise the Comnmission
by conIet ahe ecosediP form smating the name, address, and telephone number of such
counsel, and -a-dhou-izin-g such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
fromx the Commnission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §1 437g(aX4)XB) A
437g(aXI2XA), unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the investigaton to
be made public.

Chairman

Enclosures
Factual and Legal Analysis
Pwcde
Designation of Counsel Form
Conciliation Agreement

____

00
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

RESPONDENTS: The Conservative Trust and MUR: 4666
S. Dennis Hloffman, as Treasurer

This matter was generated based on information ascertained by the Federal Election

Commission ("the Commission") in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities. 5= 2 U.S.C. 437g(aX2).

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended ("the Act"), require that all

political commnittees, other than authorized committees of a candidate shall file quarterly reports

in a calendar year in which a regularly scheduled general election is held, which shall be fled no

later than the 15th day after the last day of each calendar quarter: except that the repor for the

quarter ending on December 31 of such calendar year shall be filed no later tban Juuuuy 31 of

;Zthe following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. 1 434 (aX4XAXi). The Act further require ma in amy

othe calendar yea, a re overing the period beining January 1 ad

sllbe filed no later tha July 31 and a report covering the period b i

ccob er 31,9 which shal be filed no la than January 31 of the fiflowing odmft M~

2 U.S.C. § 434 (aX4XAXiv).

The Conservative Trust C'the Committee") is a political com ite Ma 6 but

inlwizd omiteeof a caddt.TW omte elected to file its arsefm%*

Cmiulwaon a qwie basis
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Respondents failed to timely file the 1995 Year End report, 1996 April Quarterly report

1996 October Quarterly report, and the 1996 Year End report. Respondents were required to file

quarterly report no later than the I15th day after the last day of each calendar quarter, and the

Year-End reports no later than January 31 of the following calendar year. The 1995 Year-End

report, which disclosed $11,470 in receipts and $5,770 in disbursements, was not filed until

March 25, 1996, 54 days late. The 1996 April Quarterly report, which disclosed $22,690 in

receipts and $28,788 in disbursements, was not filed until June 7, 1996, 53 days late. The 1996

October Quarterly report, which disclosed $ 160,365 in receipts and $ 153,064 in disbursements,

was not filed untilI October 25, 1996, 10 days late, and the 1996 Year-End report, which

disclosed $ 103 in receipts and $ 122 in disbursements, was not filed until February 11, 1997, 11

days late.

Prior notices were mailed on December 28, 1994 and December 29, 1995, informing the

Committee that its 1995 Year End report was due on January 31, 1996. Prior notices were

mailed on December 29, 1995 and March 22, 1996, informing the Committee that its 1996 April

-,Quarterly report was due on April 15, 1996. Prior notices were mailed on Dec emb er 29, 1995

aid Sepemer 20, 1996, inorin theCmmte that its 1996 October Qwliy repct im

&e onOctober 159,1996. A pdriticewas maiWh .anbccoer 300 1996m.

Commtteetha its 1996 Year End report was due on Jannay 31, 1997. AMtough &ieCouk

was given prior notice of when to file the reports, it continued to submit reoraft r disk do

die. Therefore this Office reomnsthe Commission find reason to believe rqod

vIaletd 2 U.S.C. f 434(aX4XAXi) and (iv).



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASH NGTO , OC 2" 3Septem ber 12, 199 7

S. Denns Hoffimn Treasurer
The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD 21702

RE: MUR: 4666
The Conservative maust, and
S. Dennis Hoffman, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Hoffinan:

On August 14, 1997, you were notified that the Federal ElectionCmusor
found reason to believe the Conservative Trust ("Committee") and you, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(aX4XAXi) and (iv), provisions of the Federal Election Cmag
Act of 1971, asamended ('theAct"). At that time the Commission alsod toad~
enter into ngiaosdirected toward reaching a conciliation agreemnt m im -Of
this matter prior to a finding of probable cats to believe. On that same &ftymwere
sent a conciliation, agreement offered by the Commission in settlemn ofdi Wmat o ,.

In the August 14, 1997 letter you were informed that you had 15 days to respood
to the reawo to believ flndim however, this Office has not receved a i ij e 'Phas
wote ta domiiaio neoiain e a d into prior to a finding of .m

) ~believe wre imite lo a ofimm @30 days. To dat, you have not -ap dto
~uoo~a~u~a. h.30&dy periodf ngiaton will soon qm

m wa m k0m yebylS S 17,19917, Mhi Offime wl
I. pn f - t we~ sp ofibe

Shd yes haw mypstm plas cotact me at (202) 219~

Qlinett Shoit
pwal~



FD RA ELECTION
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DEC 23 i97i~ 3

4JW FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer Dcme 2,19

The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD 21702

U'-

RE: MUR 4666
The Conservative Trust and S.
Dennis Hoffmnan, as Treawer

Dear Mr. Hoffmnan:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out itssurvay
responsibilities, on August 14,1997, the Federal Election Commission found reamo to believe
that The Conservative Trust ("Committee") and you, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. § 434(aX4XAXi) and (iv), and instituted an investigation in this uw.

After considering all the evidence available to the Commission, the office ofe UrnOsna
Counsel is prepared to r e omen that the C m ii find probable coait bebis thdo
violations have occurred.

The Comsinmay or may not approve the General Counsels e c gm
Submttedfor your review is a brief stating the position of the Omieral C.aw

ktwum isses of the cas. Waie IS days of your receip of dais notic,
SOM~MIy Ofths Co o hu (oan Copies UfPON"s) afty
and -pW to the orf o kouwa ComaL (live cope of 11
forMarded to die Office of t Genera Coweds, if possile.) Mhe Gueru
any brief which you may submit will be considered by the Commission tbeft@ ------ i to a
vote of whether there is probable cause to believe a violation has occurrd.

if you are unable to file a repniebrief within 15 days, you ma b~
reques for an exasOf oftime. All requess fo~er io of tivm iat
five day prior to the hu date, and pood cm anut be dmusrtd a~~
the Geneal Cosmus rudlAmy will giv e iio n beyond 20 days.



S. Dennis Hoffman
MUR 4666
Page 2

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that the Office of the Genuai Coud
attempt for a period of not less than 30,, but not more than 90 days, to settle this mae dvouh a
conciliation areet

Should you have any questions, please contact Clinett Short, the staff member ssignd to
this matter, at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Enclosure:
Brief

40
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 4666

The Conservative Trust and)
S. Dennis Hoffmnu, as Treasurer)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

L STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On August 14, 1997, the Commission found reason to believe that the respondents, the

Conservative Trust and S. Dennis Hoffmnan, as treasurer, violated 2 U. S.C. §§ 434 (aX4XAXi)

and (tv). The basis for the Commission's finding was the failure of the respondents to file the

1995 Year End report 1996 Apuil Quarterly report, 1996 October Quarterly report, and te 1996

Year End report.

IL. ANALYSIS

In any calendar year in which a regularly scheduled general election is hed all politica

committees other than authorized committees of a candidate that choose not to file on a mouhly

basis shall file quarterly reports which shall be filed no later than the 15th day ater she lMg day

of each calendar quarter, except that the report for the quarter ending December 31 of mich

calendar year shall be filed no later than January 31 of the followin calemiw yW 4jt-

1 434 (aX4XA)(i). The Act firther states that in any other calendar year, a repor doumgt

period beginning January I and ending June 30, shall be filed no later than July 31 a a **

covering the period beginning July 1 and ending December 3 1, shall be filed no laer dma,

Jamasy 31 of the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. §434 (aX4XAXiv).

Res;aftpndnts failed to timely file the 1995 Year End report, 1996 April Quersedyrpat

19% Octobier Quartetly report, and the 19%6 Yea End report Respodese

ik,4
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quarterly reports no later than the 15th day after the last day of each calendar quarter, and the

Year End reports no later than January 31 of the following calendar year. The 19S year End

report, which disclosed $11,470 in receipts and $5,770 in disbursements, was no filed until

March 25, 1996, 54 days late. The 61996 April Quarterly report, which disclosed $22,690 in

receipts and $28,788 in disbursements, was not filed until June 7, 19%6. 53 days late. The 1996

October Quarterly report, which disclosed $160,365 in receipts and $153,064 in disuemn,

was not filed until October 25, 1996, 10 days late, and the 1996 Year l'-nd report which

disclosed $ 103 in receipts and $122 in disbursements, was not filed until February 11, 1997, 11

days late.

On September 24, 1997, the treasurer called the Commission stating that he had received

the reason to believe notice and would respond to the notice Immediately. To date, this Office

has not received a response from the Committee. In spite of the fact tha the Comnmittee's pOwne

number has been disconnected, this Office has attempted to contact the Committee by mail.

Information received by this Office from RAD indicates that prior otice woe seW

regarding each of the reports filed late. Respondents had prior knowledge of all due dote for the

reports at issue. Follow-up calls we also made by the analyst when repors %we not nowvi

On March 18, 1996, the analyst called the treasurer to inquire about the nCmu~ms's bwtaew

file the 1995 Year End Report which was due on January 31, 1996. Thve fteasgod dt be

had forgotten all about filing the report, and also stated that the Committee did sot have nmw

activity for the period which covered the 1995 Yea End Report. The analyst Wnormed the

treasurer that he still must file the 1995 Year End Report by March 22, 1996 or the mna t odd

be refrred to the Office of Gieneral Counsl for legal action. T"henteasurer cninned dom e

"2.'
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would have the report to the Commission by March 22, 1996, however, the report was not

received until March 25, 1996.

The trurer had prior notice regarding each of the reports at issue and wa stl tumbl

to follow FEC guidelines. The Committee's only response was an extension request for the 1996

October Quarterly report. T"he Committee has neither forwarded a response as to why thes

reports were filed late, disputed the above facts nor presented any explanation that the

Commission could take into consideration. Therefore, this Office recommends that the

Commission find probable cause to believe that the Conservative Trust, and S. Dennis HoffnM

as treasurer violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434 (aX4XAXi) and (iv).

Ill. GENERAL COUNSEL'S RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find probable cause to believe that the Conservative Trust, and S. Dennis Hoffinan, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434 (aX4XA)(i) and (iv).

Date LarneM ol
General Counsel

Staff assigned: Tars Meeker
CtinU Short
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The Conservative Trust
PO Box 1812

Frederick, M"D 21702 '

FEC Identification Number C00301895

10 March 1998

Mr. Ljawrence M. Noble
General Counsel
Federal Election Comission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Noble.

Enclosed you will find 1997 reports and amendments correcting
problems that the FEC found with 1996 reports.

I want to apologize for my chronic delays in answering your
correspondence and in filing reports. As you can see from
the enclosed, my delays were in no way intended to keep
information from the Coimmission, instead, a loathing of
paperwork and dread of working on these reports caused me to
procrastinate beyond reason.

I became involved with The Conservative Trust to affect
policy and elections. Since its inception, The Trust has
been plagued by fundraising problems, giving it little
ability to carry out its mission.

Frankly, I have been procrastinating in the inane hope that
the problems would go away on their own. I am neitjs
lawyer or an accountant and I have grown to hate AW".0
treasurer of The Conservative Trust.

I know that is not an acceptable excuse; however,~
to make it clear that my irresponsibility in no woy .ce
a lack of respect for election laws or my responsibility to
the Commirission.

The Conservative Trust is not active. Its only asset * t
mailing list which is quickly declining in worth. r t *
activity is filing reports and turning list rental-1.
around to pay old bills.

J"':

I have enlisted the help of a good friend who is an
accountant to help force me to stay on top of my duties.",
The Conservative Trust. I commit to you that I imi W



your future correspondence promptly and to the best of my
abilit~y.

The Conservative Trust began because I wanted to make a
difference in the political process, and I thought that I
could make a difference.

:really appreciated whatever kind of break you can give us,
because I want to get this right, and I want to stop causing
trouble for your staff.

?h-ar.k you for all of your help.

Very t1ruly yours,

A ~enisqlf fman.
* reas'u.rer
The Conservative Trust
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11. NM FCMrTE(n0

CITY, STATE and ZIP CODE

4. TYPE OF REPORT

(80 "pn 15 Ouarteil Repoit

(7July I5 Quarteiy Report

EOctober 15 Quanefl Rawe

0January 31 Year End Repoi

[July 31 Mid Year Repa (Nw*On.mn yew Ody)

E-]Termation Report

(b) Is ts Report an AmanwWm?~1E N

3. Q]Thisommiemehaquodmasamu -M a,.
commese (wee FEC FORM IM)

Mw"l Report Due On:o3 February20 Q3Am2
o3 March 20 Q3 July20o APOil20 Q: August21DoI May 20 El Sepswmbe- 20

o3 Oftber20
o NWAmber20o) 080smdw 20o: JWW3

S12-Day Pr-Elecoon Rep orb ________

mC fbSSU)

ekwbon oningo_____
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The Conservative Trust
PO Box 1812

Frederick, MD 21702

FEC Identification Number C00301895

9 March 1998

Mr. J. P. Andr6, Jr.
Reports Analyst
Reports Analysis D..vision
Federal Elections Cormmission
'.%ashington, DC 2' 463

RE: Amended Quarterly Report (4/1/96-6/30/96) dated 2/11/97

Dear Mr. Andr6:

The Amendment to The Conservative Trust's April Quarterly
Report dated today corrects a typographical error. When

) using the fig'.ires from the amended report, I believe the
tozal listed on line 24, column~ B to be correct.

Please accept my apology for the inconvenience this has
caused you and my delay in answering your correspondence.

Very truly yours,

) S. Dennia
Treasurer
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FEDERAL ElECTION COMMISSION
Washington, Dc 20463

S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer March 25, 1998
The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD 21702

RE: MUR 4666
The Conservative Trust and S.

Dew M. Hofman:Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer

I am writing to confim that1 this Office has received your letter containing the 1997 JulyMid Year Report the 1997 Year End Report and amendments to the 1996 April Quatrly0,0 Report- This information has been forwarded to the Commission's Reports Analysis Division as10 well. However, we' still have Mo received three of the four missing reports which were t basisOf the Commission's reaso to beieve finding. These reports include the comjnites IM9 yearE-nd Report, the 1996 October Quarterly Report and the 1996 Year End Report.
Also, YOU have indicaled by ftelphone that you intend to respond to our brieft& thngdeposition of the Genera] Cornic on tMe legu and factual issues of the case. Hower eds (ikehas not recived a writes rlp P9m *Yew comnmittece for an extension of td=& OwP$Vkletrto you Mted tha AN *aqu fa so of time must be submitte is witgSir h, ysporto the d & da od cums - be 0mntrtu and that in addition tac of&*e of theGeneral Caummel ordimi wl so gV Utensons beyond 20 days. Howve, toe dbAf #Wranseom rilfm yow,- mAMM.Jy 20,1998. If you intend torsosoOse's bfW, plums is 10 bds~ 40*iday, April 3, 1996.

EpmbW& cume to believe rqh
080 bw k than 30, but not moem

Should YOU have any qm mPbae conact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincere

W"r* 
.



The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812 Am 9 ,

Frederick, MD 21702 "

FEC Identification Number C00301895

1 April 1998 CfLI j &
Ms. Tara D. Meeker
Attorney
Federal Election Comrmission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Ms. Meeker

Enclosed are copies of the 1995 Year End Report, 1996 October
Quarterly Report and 1996 Year End Reports for The
Conservative Trust. I mistakenly believed that these reports
had been sent previously.

NI apologize for any inconvenience this has caused you and
thank you for taking the time to speak with me.

V ruly y urs,

D .Dennis fnian
Treasurer
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 4666

The Conservative Trust and)
S. Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer a n I

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

1. BACKGROUND

On August 14, 1997, the Commission found reason to believe that Respondents, the

Conservative Trust and S. Dennis Hoffman, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(aX4XAXi)

and (iv). The basis for the Commission's finding was the failure of the Respondents to timely

file the 1995 Year End report, 1996 April Quarterly report, 1996 October Quarterly report, and

the 1996 Year End report.

Respondents received the General Counsel's Brief on January 5, 1998. A response brief

has not been sent to this Office by the Committee.

IUL ANALYSIS

This Office's analysis of this matter is contained in the General Counsel's klefd~.d

Deceber22, 1997. The Commnittee has chosen not to submit a respoms brief,

a"e adit t violaion sttig t he y have no inguuww on thei MWh

reports wer just ntdone. Accrdingly, this Office recmmends tha t Comi lom b

probabl cme to believe that the Conservative Trust, and S. Dennis Hoffuat, u OO

violated 2 U.S.C. if 434(aX4X(AXi) and (iv).



Ml.DICSINO OCL= 2O &



00

vWoIad 2 U.S.C. 0f 434(aX4XAXi) md (iv).



2. Approve the attached conciliation agreement an prorae etr

Date( t

Attachment:
1. Conciliation Agreemnent

Staff assigned: Tara Meeker
Clinett, Short

LA*Tf e== M. Noble

CMMd counsel

k"



I II
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMM(ISSION

In the Matter of

The Conservative Trust and
S. Dennis Hoffman, an treasurer.

U3R 4666

CERTIFIXCATIO

I, Marjorie W. Rmns, Secretary of the Federal Election

Comission, do hereby certify that on April 30, 1996, the

Comission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following

actions in MUR 4666:

1. Find probable cause to believe that the
Conservative Trust, and S. Dennis Roffman,
as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
5S5 4 3 4(a) (4) (A) (i) and (iv) .

2. Approve the conciliation agrement and
appropriate letter, as recoiene in the
General Counsel's Report dated April 27,
1998.

Commissioners Aikens, Zlliott, McDonald, MeGlarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attests

Received in the Secretariat:
Circulated to the Comissios
Deadline for vote:

Secretary of the Cm~lf

Tues., April 26, IM 141 i x
Tues., April 2$v iR *S
Fi., slay 01s 168

Ird



~~ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

may So 1998
S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer
The Conservative Trust
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD 21702

RE: MUR 4666
The Conservative Trust and S.
Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

On April 30, 1998, the Federal Election Commission found that there is probabe cause to
believe the Conservative Trust ("the Committee") and you, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
if 434{aX4XA)(i) and (iv), provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, in connection with the failure of the Committee to timely file the 1995 Yewr End
report, 1996 April QUery report, 1996 October Quarterly report, and the 1996 Year End
report.

The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct such violations for a period, of at least
30 days and no more than 90 days by informal methods of conference, cocl atind
persuasion, and by entering into a conciliation agreement with a rsoeNL fwe wen"8l s
reach an agreement after 30 days, the Commssinmay institute a civil suit in United Sam
District Court and seek payment of a civil penalty.

Enclosed is a cuiaton e nn tha the Commission has qiproe in a m of
this matter. If you agree with thepovsin of the enclosed agree--n, pleasp a d no kt
along with the civil penlt, to the Cniso within ten daysL I will Ib

Connialonweep the apgs doas a he Chk foth &0 p j
EleedonhCo=

Nfyo h= M" or ""M 1a dm csin lat m*Wlsm7
apenun, orIffyou wAb so ip a etin .cosmetonwita a lyu

coniciliation agremet, please contact Tara Meker, the attorney assigled so this 1110
694-1630.

Lawec M. Noble
General Co~



r L R Oc

The Conservative TrusLdS ZZ i
P.O. Box 1812 .

Frederick, MD 21702

17 June 1998

Ms. Tara Meeker
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4666

Dear Ms. Meeker:

Enclosed is the signed Conciliation Agreement for The
Conservative Trust and a check for the $4,000.00 civil
penalty. Thank you for your patience in dealing with us.

Vera' truly yours,

9. Dennis Hoffman
Treasurer

~-~'~A~'* -
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THE CONSERVATIVE TRUST
p0o BOX 1812 

6524

FREOERICK. MD 21701
DATE

PAY So
TO THE

------___ 
DLLARS

FREDFAM MD- W21

FOR~!U

"00 l00 73' u:o S SOO 2 to &qi:f loo
ve -Wwsa2 0 p jou'F

I
I
I

WI



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20*63

V)

L.- -

June 25, 1998

TWO WAY MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

OGC Docket

Rosa E. Swinton F.lo
Accounting Technician

SUBJECT: Account Determination for Funds Received

We recently received a check from The Coaamvative ITst . check
- number 1007, dated June 16, 1998, for the amount of , 4,000.00. A copw of

the check and any correspondence is being forwarded. Please indicate belbw
which a account the funds, should be deposited and give the MUR/Cae

* number and name associated with the deposit.

TO:

FRM:

Rosa E. Swinton
Accounting Technician

OGC Docket

I') SUBJECT: Disposition of Funds Received

In areferwnce to the abovmhc nt

wt indicated below:

/ Budget Claring Account (0QOC) 9593875.16

Civil Penalties Account, 95-1099.160

__Other:

Ny -~

ture
2
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECFON COMMLSW%- L 1 93

In the Matter of

The Conservative Trust and
S. Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer

MUR 4666

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

Attached is a conciliation agreement which has been signed by S. Dennis Hoffunua,

treasurer of the Conservative Trust.



The treasurer expressed a desire to terminate the Committee as soon as its oUstadin

debts were paid, and this Office provided him with information on the debt sePttlement

regulations and process. A check for the civil penalty has been received.

H1. RQCMMENAIIQNS

1. Accp the aittahe conciliation agreement with the Conservative Trust and S.
Dennis Hoffman, as treasurer.

2. Close the file.

3. Approve the aporate letter.

LauMndi

Due LosO Aa



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COIO(ISS ION

In the Matter of

The Conservative Trust and
S. Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer.

) U! 4666

CERTIFICATIO

I. Marjorie W. Emmns, Secretary of the Federal Election

Conmission, do hereby certify that on July 6, 1998 the

Conuission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following

actions in MUR 4666:

1. Accept the conciliation agreement with the
Conservative Trust and S. Dennis Hoffman, as
treasurer, as recoinended in the General
Counsel's Report dated June 29, 1998.

2. Close the file.

3. Approve the appropriate letter, as re----d
in the General Counsel' s Report dated
June 29, 1998.

Comissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonal-d, Neoamry. m

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

WDate

Received in the Secretariat: I
Circulated to the Camissions I
Deadline for vote: N

We orieW

ia.,Jue 29,adb
'u~.,J=6e 30,

[one July 06, IMO 4* $W6

Vfv



1VWFEDERAL ELECtION COMMSSION
Washington, DC 20463

S. Dennis Hoffman, Treasurer Jl ,19The Conservative Trust Jl ,19
P.O. Box 1812
Frederick, MD, 21702

RE: MUR 4666
The Conservative Trust

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

On July 6,1998, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed cniito
agreemenA11 t and civil penalty submitted on your behalf in settlement of a violation of 2 U.S.C.
if 434(aX4XAXi) and (iv), proiin of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, a
amended ("the Act"). Acodngly, the file has been closed in this matter.

The confidentality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)( 12) no longer apply md Ibis matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public mo pwi within
30 days, this could occu at any time following certification of the Commissios vW V you
wish to submit any factua or legal materials to appear on the public record, plea. do s S om
as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving Ymaulm

maeials, any pemsilaumisin will be added to the public rerord upon wu04
Informationderived in coMetion with any conciliation attemyswiluatbeipublhe

without the writtencomentof t respondent and the Commmiion f 2
I 437g(AX4)(). 1U. enclosed cuilton agreemnt, however, will bsogg,

3h..yweh ef y xeuedcnclato

fyes MeW my 1pstl m e $ss na an at (202) 694-1630.477"

Sincerely,

aD. Mlr
Iomney

)101



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISION

In the Matter of)

The Conservative Trust and )MUR 4666
S. Dennis Hoffman, as Treasurer)

CONCILIATION AGREEMIENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission ("Commission"), pursuant

to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.

The Commission found probable cause to believe that the Conservative Trust and S. Dennis

Hoffman, as treasurer ("Respondents") violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a)(4)(A)(i) and (iv).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having duly entered ino

conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(A)(i), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject mate o( this

proceeding.

U. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate thae no m*Im doW

be taken in this matter.

IIIL Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement with theCom l.

IV. The pertinent fas in this matte am as follows:

1. The Conservative Trost is a politca commtte withi the

2 U.S.C. 1431(4).

2. S. Dennis Hffnuan is the treasurer of the Conservative ThaLt

3. The Federa Electin upag Act of 197 1, as anemdsd ("ft

repomt in a calendar year in Which a regulary scedled general election is huM.-IA



filed no later than the 15th day after the last day of each calendar quarter: except that the report

for the quarter ending on December 31 of such calendar year shall be filed no late than January

31 of the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. § 434(aX4XA)(i). The Act furthe roquirM in any

other calendar year, a report covering the period beginning January 1 and ending June 30, which

shall be filed no later than July 31 and a report covering the period beginning July I and eniding

December 3 1, which shall be filed no later than January 31 of the following calendar year.

2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(iv).

4. Respondents failed to timely file the 1995 Year End report, 1996 April

Quarterly report, 1996 October Quarterly report, and the 1996 Year End report.Rsonet

were required to file quarterly reports no later than the 15th day after the lant day of each calendar

quarter, and the Year End reports no later than January 31 of the following cajendar yaw.

5. The 1995 Year End report which disclosed $11,470 in receipts an $5,770 in

disbursements, was not filed until March 25, 1996,534 days late.

6. The 1996 April Quarterly report, which disclosd $22690 im rscsipa d

$25,788 in disbursments, was not filed until June 7 1996, 53 days lat.

7. The 1996 October Quarterly repoMt which disclosd $16B, ad

$153A06 in dibreniws~ fled vail Oter259 1996t 10 dqs

S. Ma 1996 Yewr End rptwhich disclosd $103 inus

dist -eiets, was not filed until February 11, 1997, 11 days late.

9.1Mw31997 Mid-Yewr Report, which disclosed $6,697 in esu

&bmnmen~wasnot fled until March I1It 1998t,223 days lat.
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10. The 1997 Year End Report. which disclosed $13,490 in receipts and $11,533 in

disbursements, was not tiled until March 11, 1998, 39 days late.

V. Respondents failed to timely file four reports with the Commission in violation of

2 U.S.C. H§ 434(aX(4)(A)(i) and (iv).

VI. Respondents will pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the

amount of four thousand dollars ($4,000), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5)A).

VII. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under

2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)( I) concerning the matters at issue herein or on its own motion, may review

compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any

requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the Uniled Stas

District Court for the District of Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed samne and the Commission has approved the entire areet

IX Respondents shall have no more than thirty (30) days from the date tis puu

becoms effective to comply with and implement the requirements contained in dUs Winne -

and to so notify the Commission.



X. This Conciliation Agreenmt constitutes the entire agrement betwen th. ptio on

the matters raised herein, and no other statem'ent, promise, or agretemt either written or oral,

made by either party or by agents of either patty, that is not contained in this writtenagewt

shall be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

BY:

Associate General Counsel
Date

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

-Wm

8t

:21 / cy/ 47 e-
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