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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C 20515

Sanit G THOMPSON 1408 LONGWORTH BUILDIN
SEcoNg Distwc

S December 12, 1996 WASHINGTON, D C. 20515 240;
202 225 5876

Office of General Coun
Federal Election C mw;
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463-0001

Dear General Counsel:

Although the General Election 1s over, and the incumbent has been
re-elected, I continue to review the Federal Election Commission
(FEC) records for reports due from the opponent, Republican
candidate for Congress 1n the Second District of Mississippi, Dana
Covington. Again, I find that he is 1in violation of FEC
regulations by failling to file a "post general election" report.
This constitutes my fifth 2T wcer nlrg his fallure to meet the
minimum rules and regulat withou iving any action from the
FEC other than the perfunc P in receipt of your letter"
response.

I once again request that you investigate and act upon this failure
and all others identified to you in the past. Please notify me of
the results of your investigation and what actions you have taken,
or propose to take 1n this case. I may be reached by phone at 301-

203, Washington, D.C. 20003. I
this complaint and others filed

345-7291 and by mail at P.O. Box 152
awalt your substantive response on

earlier.

Sincerely,

-~
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 20468

January 3, 1997

Jennifer P. Kinney, Sccretary/Treasurer
D C. Friends of Bennie Thompson

P O.Box 15203

Washington, D.C. 20003

MUR 4604

Dear Ms. Kinney:

This letter acknowledges receipt on December 26, 1996, of the complaint you filled
alleging possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). The respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action
on your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn to in the
same manner as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4604. Please
refer to this number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached
a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Central Effforcement Docket

Fnclosure
Procedures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON O C 20463

January 3, 1997

IEdwina M. McCain, Treasurer

Danny Covington Campaign Fund Committee
P O Box 842

CGircenwood, MS 38935

MUR 4604
Dear Ms. McCain:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Danny
Covington Campaign Fund Committee and you, as treasurer, may have violated the

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™). A copy of the complaint
is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4604. Please refer to this number in all
future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action
should be taken against Danny Covington Campaign Fund Committee and you, as
treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements should
be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response
is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a}4XB)
and § 437g(a}(12)A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter
to be made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise
the Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone
number of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and
other communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Alva Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission’s procedures for
handling complaints.

Sincerely,

S A

F. Andrew Tpfrley
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

I'nclosures

] Complaint

2 Procedures

3 Designation of Counsel Statement

ce: Danny Covington




FEDERAL FLECTION CONMAISSION

WASHINGTON DO 2040

January 13, 1997

lennifer P Kinney, Secretany Treasurer
D.C Friends of Bennie Thompson

PO Box 15203

Washington, D C 20003

RE MUR 4604
Dear Ms Kinney

You did not receive the enclosed letter sooner because 1t was 1nads ertenth manled

o the wrone address Additionalhy 11 1«

the Federal T lectuon Commission addressed 1o another party At vour discretion. please
erther return the letter not addressed to Vou or destroy 1t We apologize for any
Inconvenience we may have caused you

Stncerely .

.... \L‘J 3 _7 =4 r l |

Aha E Smuth. Paralegal
Central Fnforcement Docket

[ nclmurc




FEDERAL FLEC TION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 2046

January 13,

Fdwma M McCamn, Treasurer

Danny Covington Campaign Fund Commuttee
PO Box 842

Greenwood. MS 38935

RE MUR 4604
Dear Ms McCain

You did not receive the enclosed letter sooner because 1t was inadvertenthy mailed
wrone address Addmonally s my understanding thaty
e oderal Blecnion Commission addressed to another party - At your discretion, please
cither return the letter not addressed to you or destrov 1t Also note that your response 1s
due 15 dayvs of receipt of the attached letter  We apologize for any inconvenience we
may have caused yvou

Sincerely.

I\ / -
N7 7‘}_;».\_\

\Ilva b Smith. Paralegal
Central I'nforcement Docket

I nelosure

wRUNN

Sob YR




AGENDA DOCUMENT NO. X98-13

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

CASE CLOSURES UNDER
ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commussion no

longer pursue these cases

CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their
pendency in inactive status or the lower pnionty of the 1ssues raised in the
matters relative to others presently pending before the Commuission, do not
warrant further expenditure of resources Central Enforcement Docket (CED)
evaluates each incoming matter using Commussion-approved criteria which
results in a numerical rating of each case

Closing cases permuts the

Commussion to focus its limited resources on more important cases presently




pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 16 cases that do
not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! The attachment to
this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further
pursue the matter.
B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and
referrals to ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more
remote in time usually require a greater commitment of resources, pnmarily due to
the fact that the evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it
ages Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity
also has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated
community. In recognition of thus fact. EPS provides us with the means to identify
those cases which remained
unassigned for a significant penod due to a lack of staff resources for effective
investigation. The utility of commencing an investigation declines as these cases
age, untl they reach a point when activation of a case would not be an efficient use

of the Commission’s resources

' These cases are MUR 4631 (Perot/McClure) MUR 4661 (Cox and Amplicon. Inc). MUR 4667 (Specter &
Greevruoad ). MUR 4668 (Schakousky for Congress) MUR 4672 (Fnends of John OToole), MUR 4673 (Papan for
Assembiy). MUR 4676 (WWarren County Democran. Committer). MUR 4677 (Patnck Kennedy): MUR 4681 (Jack
Block). MUR 4683 (Janicr Schakousky for Congress). MUR 4684 (Spartanburg County Republicans), MUR 4694
(lan Schakousky for Congress). MUR 4695 (Schakousky for Congress). MUR 4696 (Jamer Schakowsky for
Congress) MUR 4708 (Dumont Institute / Rotert AMoGer). and Pre-MUR 356 (Pntzker for Congress)




We have identified cases which have remained on the Central
Enforcement Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We
recommend 27 of these cases be closed * Nine of these cases were part of the so-
called “Major 96" cases that have not been able to be activated due to a lack of

resources to effectively pursue them in a timely fashion.# Since the time period

rendering them stale has now passed, we recommend their closure at this time.

We recommend that the Comurrussion exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective February 24, 1998. Closing

' These cases are MUR 4350 (Repubinoam Party o Minncsota). MUR 4355 (Aqua-Leisure Indust -5, Inc ). MUR
4372 (Nebrasha Democratic Party) MUR 434 (Amen ans for Term Limats), MUR $H72 (Commuttec to Elect
Winston). MUR 4483 (Nebraska Demavrah, Mtate Contral Committee). MUR 4504 (NH Democratic State Party
Commuttee). MUR 4507 (People for Bosctruatz) MUR 4509 (1nelistone for Senate). MUR 4565 (Bl for Congress).
MUR 4570 (Congressuomen Andrea Seastrand) MUR 4571 (Sviert for Congress Commutiec), MUR 4572 (Fnends
e/ Dik B Durtin). MUR 4575 (Dama Corngton) MUR 4585 (Hughes for Congress Commutiee). MUR 4589
(Congrrssman Bart Gordon). MUR 4592 (louw Publi. Teletasion). MUR 4593 (Pubiic Interest Inshtute). MUR 4599
(Brucr 1V Hapanouwcz), MUR 4601 (Chae taus Nation of Oklahoma), MUR 4602 (WWFSB-TV Channel 3), MUR 4604
(Dana Corangton), MUR 4605 (Ornshan Coulition), Pre-MUR 346 (Coalition of Politically Achie Chnstians), RAD
96NF-09 (O Sulliven for Congress). RAD S6L-12 (Alasaa Demavvatic Party). and RAD 97NF-02 (Zien for
Congress)

¢ These cases are. MUR 4350 (Repubiican Party of Alinnrsota). MUR 4372 (Nebraska Democratic Party); MUR
439 (Amenaans for Term Limats), MUR 372 (Commutter to Elect Winston), MUR 4483 (Nebraska Democratic
State Central Commuttee) MUR 4504 (\VH Demavratic State Party Commuttee). MUR 4507 (People for Boschuntz)
MUR 4509 (I\elistone for Senate). and MUR 4565 (Bell for Congress)




these cases as of this date will permut CED and the Legal Review Team the

necessary time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, ciose the file effective February 24, 1998, and
approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:

3. RAD 97NF-02
4. Pre-MUR 346

1 RAD 96NF-09
2 RAD9%6L-12

. Pre-MUR 356

B. Take no action, close the file effective March 2, 1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

1.
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

—
o

MUR 4350
MUR 4355
MUR 4372
MUR 4394
MUR 4472
MUR 4483
MUR 4504
MUR 4507
MUR 4509
MUR 4565
MUR 4570
MUR 4571

3 MUR 4572

14.

15
16
17
18

19.

20

21

55
R}
24
23
26

MUR 4575
MUR 4585
MUR 4589
MUR 4592
MUR 4593
MUR 4599

MUR 4601

MUR 4602
MUR 4604
MUR 4605
MUR 4631
MCR 1661
MUR 4667

4 -

". MUR 4668
’8. MUR 4672
-MUR 4673
. MUR 4676
-MUR 4677

MUR 4681

33. MUR 4683

MUR 4684
MUR 4694

> MUR 4695
7. MUR 4696

MUR 4703

Lawrence M. Noble

General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document
Case Closures Under No. X98-13
Enforcement Priority

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for
the Federal Election Commission executive session on
February 24, 1998, do hereby certify that the Commission
took the following acticns with respect to Agenda

Document No. X98-13:

Fajled in a vote of 3-2 to pass a motion

to approve the General Counsel's
recommendations, subject to amendment of
the closing date in recommendation A to
read March 2, 1998, and subject to deletion
of those cases listed in footnote 4 on

Page 3 of the staff report.

Commissioners McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
voted affirmatively for the motion.
Commissioners Aikens and Elliott dissented.

Decided by a vote of 5-0 to

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

: RAD 96NF-CS ‘ Pre-MUR 346

2. RAD 96L-12 . Pre-MUR 356
3. RAD 97NF-02

(continued)




Federal Election Commission
Certification: Agenda Document No. X98-13
February 24, 1998

Take no action, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

4350 20. 4601
4355 2% 4602
4372 22 4604
4394 23 4605
4472 24. 4631
4483 25 4661
4504 26, 4667
4507 27 . 4668
4509 28. 4672
4565 28, 4673
4570 30. 4676
4571 S 4677
4572 32. 4681
4575 33 4683
4585 34, 4684
4589 35, 4694
4592 36.. 4695
4593 < 4696
4599 38. 4703

WO b W

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott,
McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas voted
affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Marjor:e W. Emmons
Secretary cf the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

March 2. 1998

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms Jenmiter P Kinney. Secretan Treasurer
D C Friends ot Bennie Thompson

PO Box 15203

Washington. D C 20003

RE MUR 4604

Dear Ms Kinney

On December 26, 1996 the Federal Election Commussion recetved vour complaint
alleging cenain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act”)

After considenng the circumstances ot this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosccutonal discretion to take no action in the matier  This case was evaluated objectinely
relative to other matters on the Commission’s docket  In hight of the information on the record.
the relatne significance of the case. and the amount of time that has elapsed. the Commission
determined to close its file 1n this matter on March 2. 1998  This matter will become part of
the public record within 30 davs

The Act allows a complainant to seehk judicial review of the Commission’'s dismissal of

thisaction See 2USC 2 43Tgnang
Sincerely .
y
Andrew Turlg

Supervison Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL FLECTION COMMISSION

WANMIN s | i

March 2. 1998

Ms Edwina M McCain. Treasurer

Dannyv Covington Campaien Fund Commuttee
PO Box 8412

Greenwood. MS 38935

RE MUR 4604

Dear Ms McCain

On Januan 3, 1997, the Federal Election Commussion notified vou of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notfication

Afier considenng the circumstances of this matter. the Commission exercised 1s
prosecutonal discretion to 1ake no action against the Danny Covington Campaign Fund
Commitice and vou. as treasurer  This case was evaluated objectively relative to other matters
on the Commussion’s docket  [n hight of the information on the record. the relauve sigmficance
of the case. and the amount ot time that has clapsed. the Commission determined to close 11s
file 1n the matter on March 2. 1998

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S C ¢ 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1« now public In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 davs. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
It vou wish 10 submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record. please do so
as soon as possible . While the tile may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of vour
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
recened

It vou have any questions, please contact Alva b Smith on our 1oli-free telephone
number. (800) 424-9530  Our local telephone number 18 (2021 694-1650

Sincerely

— ——

I Andrew Turl
Supenason Attornes
Central Entorcement Docket
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

sster 242 17¥

v Microfilm

THE ATTACHED MATERIAL IS BEING ADDED TO CLOSED NUR ?051

o T
» e -




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

July 2, 1998

E. Mark Braden, Esq.

Baker & Hostetler

Washington Square, Suite 1100
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304

Dear Mr. Braden:

Onwys,xmummo_ﬂmum
mmmnM‘mﬂUM“
434(b)2)(A). According to the a
penalty of $65,000. The ¢
a first payment of $15,0
$5,000 each, beginning 3

Am&gbmhhmhu ‘
Plasebclfl\medu




MUR 4064
Page 2

If you bdievethe&mmi:dou’umonhminm.orifmhnnym

please contact me at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Andersen
Attorney




