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FRIENDS OF
BENNIE THOMPSON

Mﬂahlﬂm
€01-966-7100

October 30, 1996

office of General Counsel mUR 4 575
Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20463-0001

Dear General Counsel:

I have bean closely monitoring the PFederal Election Commission
(FEC) reports and fil for Dana Covington, Republican candidate
for Congress, Second District, Nississippi. It appears that he
continues to ocommit some infraction of the FEC regulations by
either failing to file or file in a timely manner.

Nr. Covington gave a major fundraiser on Thursday, October 24, 1996
and it wvas heard that he received a few contributions of at least
$1,000. If that were the case, then a 48 hour notice should have
been filed with the FEC by Saturday, October 26, 1996¢. In raview
of the record I could f£ind no 48 hour notice for Ooctober 26 oxr 27.

requesting a full investigation into this situatiom,
i-dhuacuonhmumn-. mtumw
failure to file in a timely manner.

actions you have takemn, or
reached by phone at 301-345-7391 and by mail at P.0. Box
luhington D.C. 20003. I await your response.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

November 15, 1996

Jennifer P. Kinney
D.C. Friends of Bennie Thompson

PO Box 15203
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Ms. Kinney:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 7, 1996, of the complaint you filed
alleging possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the
Act"). The respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional informatioa in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn 10 in the same mesner
as the original complgint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4575, Please refir to this
number in all fiture communications. For your information, we have attached @ brief

description of the Commission's psocedures for handling complaints.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

November 185, 1996

Dana Covington Campaign Fund Committee
PO Box 842
Greenwood, MS 38935

Dear Ms. McCain:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the Dana

Covington Campaign Fund Committee (“Commitsee™) and you, as treasurer, may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act”). A copy of the complaint
is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4575. Ploase refer to this number in afl

future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity te demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matier. Please submit any factual
mlmlmﬂswumwmmm-bhw*i *.

Where appropriste, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response

uw»ua—ucu-ﬁm-n ‘submitted within 15 day

this letter. [fno response is received withi the

based om the available information. ;”

memuhmu*-uzm L 4)
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unlces you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matte
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, > ad
Comenission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, & i
dmhm—d.d*hduﬁﬂn. '
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Turley, Attomey
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Washingion, DC 20463
November 15, 1996

Dana Covington

501 Fairway Drive

#7D

Vicksburg, MS 39180
0 RE: MUR 4575
4 Dear Mr. Covington:
O
- The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may

have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”). A copy of
O the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4575. Please refer to this
0 number in all future correspondence.
M Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no sction should
< be taken againet you in this matter. Please submit any facteal or legal materials which you
- believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, stalements

should be submitted under cath. Ywmﬂ“b“hbw
Ms%‘h“wﬁhlﬁ@dﬂdﬁq ;, or
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§ 437g(a)(12)(A) uniess you notify the Commission in writing that yeu wish the m:
—dcp\ﬂu. Hm“bhwbymﬂh&ﬂh,h
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

7

F. Andrew T , Attormey
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
January 3, 1997

Jennifer P. Kinney, Secretary/Treasurer
D.C. Friends of Bennie Thompson
PO Box 15203

Washington, D.C. 20003

RE: MURSs 4524, 4434, 4574
Dear Ms. Kinney:

This is in response to your letter dated December 12, 1996, in which you
requested information pertaining to the above-captioned complaints you filed with the
Federal Election Commission.

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act”) prohibits
any person from making public the fact of any notification or investigation by the
Commission, prior to closing the file in the matter, unless the party being i i
has agreed in writing that the matter be made public. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)4)XB) and §
437g(a)(12)A). Because there has been no written agreement that the matter be made
public, we are not in a position to release any information at this time.

As you were informed by letter, we will noufyyouassoonahcm
takes final action on your complaint.

Sincerely,

%9 8 U4 3863093
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Phone 601-371-2980
Fan 601-346-0338

Terry, Ms. 39170

Jennifer Henry

Office Of The General Counsel
999 F Street. N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Ms. Henry.

In response to MUR 4575 The Danny Covington Campaign Fund Committee contends that all donations were
reported according 10 the FEC regulations. No donations were received the night of October 26, 1996. The tickets
for the fund-raiser were presold and were reported as required by law. 1 hope this brings to a close the continual
false allegations on the part of Friends of Bennie Thompson.

TN 2%

Linda S. Brombach
Campaign Manager

The Danny Covington Campaign Fund




AGEWDA DOCUMENT RO. X98-13

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of

CASE CLOSURES UNDER
ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

IL. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A.  Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their




pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 16 cases that do
not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! The attachment to
this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further
pursue the matter.
B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and
referrals to ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more
remote in time usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to
the fact that the evidence of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it
ages. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity
also has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated
community. In recognition of this fact, EPS provides us with the means to identify
those cases which remained
Whaﬁpﬁcmtmﬁdmba&kdmﬂmhm

investigation. The utility of commencing an investigation declines as these:
age. until they reach a point when activation of a case would not be vl




We have identified cases which have remained on the Central
Enforcement Docket for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We
recommend 27 of these cases be closed.? Nine of these cases were part of the so-
called “Major 96" cases that have not been able to be activated due to a lack of

resources to effectively pursue them in a timely fashion.* Since the time period

rendering them stale has now passed, we recommend their closure at this time.

We recomumend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective February 24, 1998. Closing

9 Thwee cases ae: MUR £350 (Repubhcsn Perty of Abnarse 11, MUR 4308 :
- 4372 (Netwasha Demacvate: Party). MUR 438§ (Amrnuons for Tevm Linnts). MUR 4472 (C
$Vinston), MUR 4480 (Nebvasks Drmovvet: Ststr Crntval Comanttrr). MUR 4984 (NH L :
Commuttee): MUR 4307 (Propie for Bouctarstz). MUR 4309 (1 etistrar for Scmate) MUR 4565 (Bell for Co
lMM(WMWML‘IM(WﬁCagnM"“ '
of Dk B. Durien); MUR 4575 (Dana Covengton). AUR 4583 (Hugirs for Congress Commutier); MUR 4589
(Congrrsssan Bevi Gordom); MUR 4592 (foww Publs, Teirvessem). MUR 4593 (Pubive Intenest "
(Brucr 1\’ Haponsancz): MUR 4601 (Chovtanr Natum of Oblshoma). MUR 4602 (WFSB-TV C E
#Dame Corsngton): MUR 4605 (Chmstaon Coulstron), Pre-MUR 348 (Coslstson of Active Chrstians); R
mmpmmmuuummu

m_ummm-mdn-—-uum“
’Wu-—pmummm-mmmw raska
State Contval Commutier); MUR &304 (NH Drmacvais: Statr Party Commutice); MUR 4307 (Poaply for
MUR $309 (\\ollistonr for Sematr). and MUR 4365 (Beil for Congress).




these cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the

necessary time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.

II. RECOM DATIONS.
A. Decline to open a MUR, ciose the file effective February 24, 1998, and

approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:

1. RAD 96NF-09
2. RAD9%6L-12

3. RAD 97NF02
4. Pre-MUR 346

B. Take no action, close the file effective March 2, 1998, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

- 1. MUR4350 14. MUR 4575
- 2. MUR 4355 15. MUR 4585
3. MUR4372 16. MUR 4589
0 4. MUR 4394 17. MUR 4592
) 5. MUR#72 18. MUR 4593
- 6. MUR 4483 19. MUR 4599
7. MUR 4504 20. MUR 4601
) 8. MUR 4507 21. MUR 4602
” 9. MUR 4509 22. MUR 4604
10. MUR 4565 23. MUR 4605
o 11. MUR 4570 24. MUR 4631
12 MURSSTT 25. MUR 4661
13. MUR 4572 26. MUR 4667

;/ /=5
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

LAWRENCE M. NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM MARJORIE W. EMMONSILISA R. DAVI@
COMMISSION SECRETARY

DATE: FEBRUARY 19, 1998

SUBJECT: Case Closures Under Enforcement Priority. General
Counsel's Report dated February 11, 1998.

The above-captioned document was circulated to the Commission
on Thursday, February 12, 1998

Objection(s) have been received from the Commissioner(s) as
ndicated by the name(s) checked below:

s Emre




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document

Case Closures Under No. X98-13
Enforcement Priority

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for
the Federal Election Commission executive session on
February 24, 1998, do hereby certify that the Commission
took the following actions with respect to Agenda

Document No. X98-13:

1. Failed in s vote of J3-2 to pass a motion

to approve the General Counsel's
recommendations, subject to amendment of
the closing date in recommendation A to
read March 2, 1998, and subject to deletion
of those cases listed in footnote 4 on

Page 3 of the staff report.

Commissioners McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
voted affirmatively for the motion.
Commissioners Aikens and Elliott di

effective Narch 2, 1998, and approve i
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

1. RAD 96MPF-095
a. RAD 96L-12
3. RAD 97MF-02




Federal Election Commission Page 2
Certification: Agenda Document No. X98-13
Pebruary 24, 1998

Take no action, close the file
effective March 2, 1998, and approve
the appropriate letters in the
following matters:

4350 20.
4355 21.
4372 22.
4394 23.
4472 24.
4483 25.
4504 26.
4507 27.
4509 28.
4565 29.
4570 30.
4571 qn.
4572 32.
4575 33.
4585 4.
4589 35.
4592 36.
4593 - 37.
4599 3s.

4601
4602
4604
4605
4631
4661
4667
4668
4672
4673
4676
4677
4681
4683
4684
4654
4695
4696
4703

16.
17.
18.
19.

MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEE

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott,

McDonald, McGarry, and TtnII. _
affirmatively for the dec

Attest:




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

March 2, 1998

Jennifer P. Kinney

D.C. Friends of Bennie Thompson
P.O. Box 15203

Washington, DC 20003

RE: MUR 4575
Dear Ms. McKinney:

On November 7, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the
Act”).

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutorial discretion to take no action in the matter. This case was cvalusted objectively
relative to other matsers on the Commission's docket. In light of the information on the record,
the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission
determined to close its file in this matter on March 2, 1998. This matter will bocome part of
the public record withia 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant 10 seck judicial review of the Commission’s dismissal of
this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437(g)aX8).
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20483

March 2, 1998
Edwina McCain, Treasurer
Dana Covington Campaign Fund Committee
P.O. Box 842
Greenwood, MS 38935
RE: MUR 4575

Dear Ms. McCain:

On November 15, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutorial discretion t0 take no action against Dana Covington Campaign Fund Committee
and you, as treasurer. This case was evaluated objectively relative to other matters on the
Commission's docket. In light of the information on the record, the relative significance of the
case, and the amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission determined 0 close its file in
this matter on March 2, 1998.

The coafidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. Ia addition, although the compiete file must be placed on the publie record
withia 30 deys, this could occur st amy time following certification of the Commission's vote.
Hmﬂhdﬂqhﬂuhﬂ“bmmﬁeﬁcmﬂ.”bw
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'+ Wyeuhave any questions, please contact Jennifer H. Beyt
(800)-424.9530.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 20463

March 2, 1998
Dana Covington
501 Fairway Drive
#7D
Vicksburg, MS 39180
RE: MUR 4575

Dear Mr. Covington:

On November 15, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutorial discretion to take no action against you. This case was evalusted objectively
relative to other matters on the Commission's docket. In light of the information on the record,
the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission
determined to close its file in this matter on March 2, 1998.

The confidentiality provisiens of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public secord
within 30 days, this could occur at amy time following certification of the Commission's vote.
If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials 10 appear oa the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prier te receipt of your
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when

Our local number is (202) 694-1650.
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