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COMPLAINT

I'he National Republican Congressional Committee ("N.R.C.C."), by and through iy
Executive Director. Maria Cino, brings this complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437¢(ail). ©
The N R € C is located at 320 First Street, S_E . Washington, D.C. 20003

[

¢,

Jim McGovern for Congress has failed to report massive quantities of last-minute contributions
Such actions are highly illegal and deceptive. frustrating the most basic public disclosure requirements in
campaign finance law. Voters are supposed to be able to follow candidates” money, but Jim McGovern
1s intentionally "hiding the ball” on election eve

I1. FACTS & VIOLATIONS OF LAW

1 As of October 16. 1996, Jim McGovern for Congress Committee reported a total
of $34 890 cash on hand. See McGovern 10/17/96 FEC Report Summarv Page
farrached hereto as Exhibit 1)

2 McGovern tor Congress has been required by law to file a "48-Nouce” form with the
FEC. indicaung all contributions of $1.000 or more received starting October 17, 1996
See 11 CF R § 104.5(f). These reports cover contributions, loans from banks. and
candidates’ use of their own personal funds for the campaign

fad

McGovern did not report any such contributions between October 17 and October 22
See FEC Records

- Somehow, however. on October 22 -- according to McGovern's own media buver, as
reported in the Boston Herald on November 1 -- McGovern deposited $161.311 into
media buver Cosgrove's account to purchase television ume. See 3rd Disirict Foes Spar
(ver Ads, Fund Raising, " Boston Herald, Oct. 22, 1996

oy -8

5 Only atter this deposit on October 22 did Mr. McGovern -- according to his own last
minute contribution filings -- begin to receive further contributions of over $1,000
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McGovern's purchase of $161,311 worth of air time with only $34,890 cash-on-hand 1s
mathematically impossible. Clearly he is in violation of federal reporting laws. The law
requiring disclosure of last minute contributions exists to keep the voting public informed, a
basic campaign finance goal about which Mr. McGovern clearly does not care. Such contempt
for the law cannot go unaddressed

III.  PRAYER FOR RELIEF

The Comnmussion should investgate the Jim McGovern for Congress Committee and s
inexplicable purchase of $161.311 air time with only $34,.890 on hand. McGovern clearly
violated reporting law. The Commission should take all necessary and appropriate measures to
ensure that the McGovern Committee starts reporting honestly and complies with federal law
in the future. Severe punishment is necessary for such blatantly unlawful last-minute efforts to
buyv Congressional seats

Maria Cino
Executive Director

DISTRICT ot COLUMBIA

Sworn and subscribed to before

me this q%\ of, :r. 1996

Novembir MmO @fk

NOTARY PUBLIC

My commission expires
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3rd district contender
releases bank records

“Everytune they see a McGo-

By ED HAYWARD

Third District challenger
James P. McGovern released
bank records vesterday in an

effort to put to rest allega-

tions by US. Rep. Peter
Nlute that he had overspent
his wal

virn ad, they know it was
paud for with smelly, ques-
tionable money.”

l'u-g'!"l\'t' said ["A'H.;ILI I'H-
sults boosted  MceGovern's
fund-raising.
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The Wor
ester Dem

Distriet, both
dueled

wrut issued
pies of deposit receipts
t} JL tallied 218,051 banked
! et\w- n Oct. 16 and Oct. 30
the same time when
\Ichwr'“ bought roughly
2170,:0 1n television ads.

As of Oct. 165, McGovern's
campaign fnance reports
showed he had just 334,000
€¢] rp-—*r.d.

“Supposedly we didn't
riise the money — wel, we
raised the money,” said
McGovern consultant Tho-
mas Cosygrove. “Clearly, the
\Idn-»{m can ..L.‘.(ﬂ s e
-v\"'..: tremendous  sup-
port.
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ith polls
showing
wildly different pictures of
the race for the \:-1 th Shore
congressional seat.

Republicin Peter G. Tor-
kildsen's campaign released a
poll showing the two-term in-
cumbent with a commanding
24-point lead in the race, Poll

ster David E. Williams sud
t.‘m ncumibee m. made guns
with voters stll making up
thelr minds.

“These survey results
clearty show that as undead-
ed voters focus on the ssues

this race, they'’re making
the determinat:
want Peter To
John Tiernev,”

But a Tiemey
disputed the resilts
}P'.'b."*i h.." L'TT' U ‘* }KJ
showing the two men in a
statsticd dead heat.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
. . Washington, DC 20463

g Ot
November 12, 1996

Maria Cino, Fxecutive Director
National Republican Congressional
Committee

320 First Street, SE.

Washington, DC 20003

RE: MUR 4569
Dear Ms. Cino

I'his letter acknowledges receipt on November 4, 1996, of the complaint you filed
alleging possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act”). The respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
vour complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn to in the same manner
as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4569. Please refer to this
number in all future communications. For vour information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Smtcrel\ -

Jé’*z\r 72

(o cen 1. Sea Andc.r Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Fnclosure

Procedures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

November 12, 1996
William [I. Talcott, Treasurer
McGovern Commitiee
PO Box 404
Worcester, MA 01606

RE: MUR 4569
Dear Mr. Talcott

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the
MceGovern Committee (“Committee”) and you. as treasurer, may have violated the Federal
Flection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 4569, Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, yvou have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. [f no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

T'his matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)X4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If vou intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authonzing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission



&
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling

complaints.

Fnclosures
I Complaint
Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

¢ James McGovern

Sincerely,
b

A A : — - .

ﬂ/ =25, 4

B sk
Cofféen T. Sealander, Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket
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Erres L WENTRALUB November 26. 1996
202 434- 1639

werne J perk insooe com

17 1

\Mro Enk Momison :
Federal Election Commuission
999 E Street. N W
Washington, D.C. 20463

184

a0

Re: MUR 4569

Dear Mr. Momson

I am wntung on behalf of the McGovern Commattee and William T Talcott.
Treasurer. to request an extension of tume 1n which to respond to the allegations
contained in MUR 4569 The Statement of Designation of Counsel for Respondent 15

enclosed

Although the Complaint 1s dated November 12, 1996, Respondents did not
recerve 1t until November 21, 1996 In order to gather the information necessary to
respond fully to the allegations raised in the complaint and 1n light of the upcoming
Thanksgiving holiday. Respondents respectfully request an extension of 2 weeks. until
Fridav. December 20, 1996

Thank vou for vour assistance in this matter  Please do not hesitate to contact
me directly at 202 434-1639 1f vou require any further information

Verv truly vours,

Fllen L Wemntraub

ELW ¢
Enclosure



STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

MUR

NAME OF COUNSEL: F//fn L. A/( o._—lflnv [

FIRM: _ R er ku-ul CO!
AUDRESS: p(ﬁ? Fovr Feen /r J/A/‘/

o LJL-!‘ '—//‘G-\ ,DC
. 2wecof=2ct/
TELEPHONE(JOA Y29 /6293
Fax (200 $42Y /69 ¢

The above-named individual (s hereby designated as my coun«el and is

aulhorized to receive gaywotifications and olher copfmunjegtions from tho
.@ bohqifbﬂ‘orw Co ss

Commission and to ac
Signature

/2t /26
Déte

RESPONDENT'S NAME /7; _7609(//_\ Cov:—- o/% ¢

ADDRESS: fd Oox QoY
thesss Voo /7.9 01604

TELEPHONE: HOME!

susiness(Soff #S52 /57



o L

FEDERAL FLECTION C OMMISSION

December 4, 1996
Ellen L. Weintraub, Fsq

Perkins Coie

607 Fourteenth Street, N.W

Washington, D.C. 20005-2011

RI MR 4569
MeGovern Committee and

William 1. Talcott, Treasurer

Near Ms. Weintraub

This is in response to vour letter dated November 26, 1996 which we received on
November 27, 1996 requesting an extension to respond to the complaint filed in the above-
noted matter. Afier considering the circumstances presented in your facsimile, the Office of the
Gieneral Counsel has granted the requested extension. Accordingly. your response is due by the
close of business on December 20, 1996

If you have any questions, please contact the Central Enforcement Docket at (202)

219-3400
rik Momso

Paralegal
Central Enforcement Docket
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3 HTEENTH STRE NW - WAsHA x, D.C 2000
i e 202 433-169
Erirxn L WEINTRAUB December 20, 1996
2,414 1819 | e
W etk inscose com 3
P~
s
Mro Enk Momison
Iederal Election Commission =
999 E Street. N.W. &

Washington. D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 4569
Dear Mr Momison

I write on behalf of the McGovern Committee (“the Committee™) and William
T Talcott. Treasurer, in response to the complaint filed by the National Republican
Congressional Committee.

This complaint is entirely based on a one-word misquote by the Boston Herald
of Congressman-elect McGovern’s media consultant, Thomas Cosgrove. A simple
review of the campaign’s “48-hour notices” and bank statements will show that the
campaign has complied with the Federal Election Campaign Act in 1ts fund-raising
and reporting practices.

The complaint purports to find some wrongdoing in the fact that as momentum
swung his way in the last two weeks before the election, Congressman-elect
\MeGovern received a burst of contnbutions, many of them in amounts smaller than
$1.000, and used these funds to purchase television ime. The complaint further
alleges a failure to file the required “48-hour notices.™ The attached documentation,
however, entirely refutes the complaint

Between the filing of the 12-day pre-election report on October 17, 1996
(showing almost $35.000 in cash on hand). and October 31, 1996, the Commuttee
received close to $165,000. Attached are copies of the bank statement and deposit
shps documenting these receipts. As can be seen from these documents, more than
half of the donations during this period were small contributions of less than $1.000,



® o

December 20, 1996

Page 2

many of them in the $10-t0-850 range. Duning this period. the Commuttee filed “48-
hour notices™ (copres attached) dl\(h!-ﬁm}g 57 donations of £1.000 or siore. Tor a totel
of S81.000

Usmg the money raised dunng this pennod. Thomas Cosgrove made the
perfectly legitimate media buyvs alluded to in the complaint. To the misfortune of the
MeGovern Committee and Mr Cosgrove, he was misquoted in the Boston Herald. He
was quoted. on November 1. as saving that the campaign had deposited the money
with him “on October 227 In fact. he said that the campaign had deposited the money
since October 22 While Congressman-elect McGovern’s polincal opponents were
eager 10 se1ze upon any excuse to file a complaint with the Commssion. being
misquoted 1s not a violation of the federal election laws

For the reasons stated above. we respecttully urge that the complaint be

Lil\n]]\\yli

Verv trulv vours

FLW elw
Fnclosures
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