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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMS84SON
w *s n, DC 204M

October 17, 1996

Robert P. Abbott
The Reform Party of Montana
PO Box 3511
Bozeman, MT 59772-3511

Dear Mr. Abbott:

This is to acknow g receipt on Ocwtb 15,1996, ofyow b dod
October 7, 1996. The Federal Ele Campaign Act of 1971, as unud (Va Ace) md
Commission Regulations require that the contents of a complaint mee umin c
requirements. One of d requirements is that a complainbe = and signed in the
presence of a notary public and notaized. Your let was not pmpery swam w

In order to file a klegaly fi complaint you must swear befor a Mn y dmt the
contents of your complaint e true to the best of your knowledge and the nwy rumep pm
as part of the jurat that such swaring occrme ThI mpe form is * m e a o f
to before nm onthis day of ,19. A stateme by de noamgd -atnt
was sworn to mad u d befo ehiae also will be mlciu. We rqptdw•

incnvmin dAm ri q= nemay eme yon, bu wrn
-) proceed with the hadling of a ir action unles all the st-tu -- q -

ffd. Sm 2 U.&C. 437S.

Plae oduathis mater will aancaiul Ais 5 a 4kpil"t~p
com the dft in yow c pai fthe c 2n is Carmle md- 7* -

d paedo U wM be n M sd mdua, erA--. thi b mwm aisdieal iS iq to qas IOU
. ad ic d t ib wI be dsd ad no



If you ...w. mi o,.. ,- mk .

etha Dixo
Dlocke Chief

Enclosure

cc: Billins Gazette
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P.O. Box 3511

omm 1M~bT 59772-511 -

(406) 587-3 179
S

To: Mr. Lawrm Nbil
Gamal Couin, FBC
999 E St"e NW
Washin D.C. 20463

From: Bob Abbott
State Chair

R: Failure to proce objective a ria. ain om i I ICFR I IL13(c)

Dt: 10/796

Attached is a letter from Mr. Wayne Schile, pubishor of ths Billilp Gwauus. Ths 16bl oamy .epmW
regarding inclusion ofRefor Paty c mdido Becky Shaw, a camdidme for bo US Smo seet oflm
Baucus, in a debate scheduled for October 28, ponno d by the Gmee.

As stoa chairman of the Monn Reform Paty, I hav imitied two phome m wih W .
Schile regarding this and have made, over the pea 10 da^ mnmeuus N, to obh a y .1b
objective criteria by which hbevclded my mmdl"dm As you stefrom o lam, is Uw a d
only his decision and wms adt sppoute byapyobjective cried

I %*a to initiate a fonmal camplaat i be W m i lb (3mm. h GM l ,t
)V seed additional isfosmdim. Icu be reached at the abov muier and F&. 31ormmlie m
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October 3, 19

22 Meadow Low
Canty, MT 59634

Dear Ms. Show,

After a conversation with Bob Abbott and aftr madin ymr lole
dated Sep tmba 30, 1 ave additonal thult to my dcisio to
limt the debam to Max Baus arn Dens Rerg in orde to ca
respone time by oe third.

I will abide by my decison; I bclieve it's te ris one.
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Novebur7, 1996

Robert P. Abbot, Ste Citm
The Reform Prty of Mwoutm
PO Box 3511
Bozeman, MT 59772-3511

RE: MUR 4M56

Dear Mr. Abbot

Th.is letter ,ckei o n "-vm 4, 1996, ofttm cd mio you ffied
alleging possible violtions of the Federal Electio Campoip Act of 1971, u umnsd ('ti
Act"). Te respodeIas) will be notified of this a within fe dq.

You will be Me u asan u the Fedmrl Elbci -n Caun Ml ai= a
your complait. Soud you receive my -addtIII infmim ids ms plum x t
to the Office of the Gmmad ComweL Suo inf0u am i d h ne
ah &Coriginalcd z~ Wetum hW O uMd *hMIr hURM A6 .M

nuber in all iecmcim oyw m, b hhk
descriion ofB no iroceds A d cu
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vembs 7, 1996

Wayne Schie Pddiulr
Billings Gmete
401 N Brdway
PO Box 36300
Billings, MT 591074300

RE: MUR 4562

Dear Mr. Schfile:

The Federd Election Cammiujo creived a comlaint whic indicm Ud the iHqp
Gazette and you may have violaed the Federal Elecio Cna ip Act of 1971, u sde
("the Act*). A copy of the -plA is mlod We hmw ub--- this mw MM 4562
Please refer to this mmber in all fiutue onams

Under the An. you anmw opIpyl t di . in WwN I .w"* "
be Ma agad tnh Whps oMm J yu in dmh W. P m l amghjd

aterials which yo befiewme m iev to th e Commi '- -i d tl s** M M
aprox&s m SOMh hbe vmUad Imp ImiY

mkkimin --A- SIN*ou . ..

This nma n :-- -.d -'" madm w1l 2 U.S.C. g 4 I m

§ 437g(aXI2)(A) ir yom mif m C m in vindo you tim, ,
nmde np. NY kind o nto bedu. y hidisin.

of ouch cmL~m a sond to P d, mg ii
... .-...-- ...
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STreNm It. SOWN
GARY B. CmKMRA
LAWRzNCE F. DALT
E. Qcho DAVI
CANDACE C. FETSCHER
LUCY T. FRANCE

GEORGE D. GOODRICH

GARY L. GRAHAM
MAUREN L. HALL
GREGORY L. HANSON
WILLIAM EVAN JONES

SHERMAN V. LOHN

BRADLEY J. LUCK

TERRY J. MACDONALD

ArIEYS AT LAW

1" WrT PM e P.O. Box 7900
MWOULA, MONTANA 59807-7909

40-523-200
TA MA 406523-2595

November 25, 1996

CHARLI& UMNIL
JOHN o. MUDD
ANITA HARm PoE
SHANE N. RuLy
LARRY E. RILEY
SUSAN P. ROY

lURT . SMMIDAN
W. DKNIS STARKEL
PrrmJ. SToErTAD
WnUAM T. WAGNER
KELLY M. Wius

R.H. "TV goiso
OF COUt IPL

J.dZ ARmuN2"ro
1906-tow

;,Car"-

I _. _

r i".

VIA TELEFAX (202) 219-3923
Ms. Alva E. Smith
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4562

Dear Ms. Smith:

Our law firm represents the Billings Gazette in the above-referenced matter, MUR 4562,
involving a complaint against the Billings Gazette. Richard J. Wesnick, Editor of the
Billings Gazette, received the complaint on November 11, 1996. We understand that a
response is due on November 26, 1996.

Pursuant to our telephone conversation on November 25, 1996, we are writing to request
additional time in which to respond to the above-referenced complaint. Wayne Schile,
Publisher of the Billings Gazette, is expected to be out of state until mid-December 1996.
In order to adequately address the concerns raised in the complaint, we believe it will be
necessary to include an affidavit from Mr. Schile in our response. We therefore request
until Monday, December 16, 1996 to respond to the complaint

Thank you for your anot= So thbsmo ; We look fvmd -to boning fm you.

Very truly yours,

GARLINGTON, LOHN & ROBINSON, PLLP

L~au

MLH/jdl
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WAUWICTO. DC. n*3

D.@m I. im
fmwM L H@ll Esquim

GAR L XK1 LOS & ROBINSON, PUP

NiOU~MT ~m79

RE: MUR 4562
Billing

DerML M:

Thids' icsPO epGs oyou letter d~lad November 25,1996, wlic In moilwdon__ ~a- 26,-.6, reu.an maension until December 16 1996, oqid
aoph, cie h bv~oe atr After considering the Cch mt. cgyourlttr the Office Of bs Geal Coune has granted &Ce requcatd .xtum g

ccordwwy,- Yow mspa we is due by the close of business on D cembe 16 1996.

As discmsed toay, Noebr27,1996, you MOatedt you alw~ popySch, Publisher of the Your submission c.a , , ,,C td.-
Counse form a son a as A&- SCUIe rtun from Out of State would be ma ~ j

If ~ ~ ~ PM ccu ie i~qetmpu mc me at (202) 219-340.
Sin~cry,

Ah P..

• ,.a "



Stwm L ftow
GARY . CmmAU
LAwUC F. DALY
E. CaIG DAUB
CANDACE C. FrrSCER
Lucy T. FRANCE
GamoRG D. Goovwcx
GARY L GRAHA
MAURuEN L. HALL
GRmaRY L. HAxwN
WILL"A EVAN4 JOM
SHERMAN V. LeIN
BADL E J. Lucm
TERRY J. MACDONALD

ATroawzm An LAW
I" W=T P=Ns • P.O. Box 7909

MMaOULA, MONTANA 59807-7909
406-523-25

TLEAx 406-523-2595

December 5, 1996

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463
ATTN: Alva E. Smith

RE: MUR 4562

Dear Ms. Smith:

Enclosed for filing are the following:

1. Designation of Counsel for Wayne Schile;
2. Designation of Counsel for the Billings Gazette (pr,'.iously telefaxed to the

Commission on November 26, 1996);
3. Joint Response of the Billings Gazette and Wayne Schile to MUR4 ; and
4. Affidavit of Wayne Schile.

If you have any questions or require additional infomation, please let i know.
you for your assistance.

Thank

Very truly yours,

APIP

MLH/jdl
Enc.

CmR!.m IL McNEIL
JoN. 0. MUDS
ANrA HAmm PoE
SHANE N. REELY
LARRY E. RtLEY
SUSAMN P. Roy
RomT L, SUMWDAN
W. DUNN STARKEL
Prru J. STOWrAD
WLIAM T. WAGNER
KELLY M. WnLS

J.C. GM w,,M , ""

Q- r- -
r£



GO", CMWu ATTONwi8 AT LAW

LAwufhem F. DALY " a POR
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CANDACE C. Frr4ER I[OULA, MONTANA 59807-7909 Way L Roi

Gi own D. OOOMcn 406523-2500 I IL NIDAN
Gay L. GRAHAm TzAX 406523-2595 W. a STARKEL
MAuN L HAIL FtIJ. 910MrAD

GREGmy L. HANSON WWuA T. WAGNEi
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SHERMAN V. LOKN December 5, 1996
BRADLEY J. Lucx OF ' 3lNo

TERRY J. MACDONALD EUI

J.C. GARLINGTON

Federal Election Commission t-S
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463
ATN: Alva E. Smith

RE: MUR

Response of the Billings Gazette and Wayne Scnile

Dear Members of the Commission:

The following is the response of the Billings Gazette and Wayne Schile to the complaint
referenced above.

On October 28, 1996 the Billings Gazette, a newspaper located ina Billinp, .Montana,
snsored a public debate for candidates for the United States Seate. D in the

process of planning the debates and prior to inviting any ramdid to - - the
Gazette determined that invitations would be extended to candidates who0 had down the

support of 5% of voters as determined in polls conducted on bebll of tp wC ft and
od e rw 

.e ...

extended for the debate, fber U.S. Seae cu1Wt h I Reds~t
hm~ swam (tie k =u, DEam Patty); 8Ves1law
Mbeag (a umbH= Ptty); and Becky Samw (Rdan Patty).

In the Lee Enterprises poll conducted in May, 1996, Mr. Heaton reeiv m am 1 % of
the pre ,ve vote of,-, nde and Ms. Shaw received I S. h .1996
las than 1% of prspective votes said they would vofe for M. - .
aso rcived less than 1% of the prspcIve t Baed upc *
Moor vitations were eteded to the two Madid s w 1 o

7.In pll ronduc d ur d 4% mte 51%; 1& a
37%. In a poll conducted four days before the debate, but after
oftndedd Mr. Heaton again received les than IS and MW Show 01



Federal Election Commission
RE: MUR 4265; Response of the Billings Gazette and Wayne Schile
December 5, 1996
Page 2

poll Mr. Baucus received 46% and Mr. Rehberg 41%. The Reform Party of Montana then
filed the present complaint with the Commission claiming the Billings Gazette and Wayne
Schile, the publisher of the Gazette, violated applicable regulations in selecting the
candidates to participate in the debate.

The present issue is controlled by 11 CFR § 110.13 which provides in pertinet part:

(a)(2)... [Newspapers... may stage candidate debates in
accordance with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) ....

(b) Debate Structure. The structure of debates staged in
accordance with this section and 11 CFR 114.4(0 is left to the
discretion of the staging organization(s), provided that:

(1) Such debates include at least two candidates; and

(2) The staging organization(s) does not structure the
debates to promote or advance one candidate over nother.

(c) Criteria for candidate selection. For all debates, staging
organization(s) must use pre-established objective -rhnta to.
detemine which candidates may paicipae in a deo w :. f

mmhinm by a ftcu poNWt apty a dos*41
critionto w rnminehethtoin, a
debate.

In this case the pre-established, objective criterion for candidate pu-I km W" **
candidate had to receive at least 5% of the prsp'ective vote asdatma i am - r00
pons onM tdin advance of the debate by an in-d d po ftl ftR l t
iinwuaper go of which the BUn Gaet is a pt. (Af ifdr

aft*M b of ss xbl A.)

The 5% criterion clearly conforms with the rule reurn obe0 V 4W , trimost,
the obvjecAte criterion used here allowed theau =frM." i!' "... . .. . . :i '

'I . . ° 
"
! "



Federal Election Commission
RE: MUR 4265; Response of the Billings Gazette and Wayne Schile
December 5, 1996
Page 3

candidates whose campaign efforts to that point, just before the general electio hod

attracted at least measurable support among Montana voters. The 5% aad was not
unreasonably high. The failure of a candidate to attract even 5% of Moantm vo us ut
one week before the election demonstrated that candidate did not have viable mappot
among the electorate. Given the limited time available for the debate, it was rmaoable
and proper to allow the time to be allocated among those candidates who had shown at
least measurable support among Montana voters.

In the three polls taken before the debate, Ms. Shaw failed to show that moe than 1% of
prospective voters would vote for her in the general election. (Affidavit of Wayne
Schile.) If her candidacy had attracted the support 5% of Montana voters, as
demonstrated in the independent polls, she would have been allowed to paticipate. Ms.
Shaw was not allowed to participate because she failed to meet the pre-established,

- objective criterion that was applied equally to her and to all othex candidates. (Affidavit
. of Wayne Schile.)

The Billings Gazette fully complied with the requirements, of 11 CFR § 110.3 as the
sponsoring organization for the debate. This complaint against the Billings CazeAe should
be dismissed.

" The complaint against Mr. Schile should also be dismimd. He was not, am b he alleged
to be, the sponsor of the debate. In his role as publisher of the newa rhenrly
established and implemented the criterion for candidate parti (Afdak of Wayne
Schile.)

Very tiuly ymuu,

GARLINGTON, LOHN & ,LL

By

Enc.



AFFIDAVIT OF WAYNE SCHILE

STATE OF MONTANA )
: ss.

County of)01I.LQ61/L+ e, )

WAYNE SCHILE, being first duly sworn, upon his oath, deposes and says:

1. I am the publisher of the Billings Gazette, a division of Lee Ent
located in Billings, Montana. I made the decisions regarding candidate participation in
the debate of U. S. Senate candidates sponsored by the Billings Gazette on October 28,
1996 and make this affidavit based upon my own knowledge and information.

2. The Billings Gazette decided to sponsor a debate for U.S. Senate cadidates
early in the campaign season. I made the decision regarding the criteria that would be
used in issuing invitations to candidates to participate in the debate. The single
criterion was that to participate the candidate had to have received at least 5% of the
prospective votes of those surveyed in at least one of the polls conducted on behalf of
the Billings Gazette and the other Lee Enterprises' newspapers in Montana. These
polls are commonly referred to as "the Lee newspaper polls."

3. The Lee newspaper polls were conducted by Mason-Dixon Political/Media
Research of Washington, D.C. Standard telephone interview techniques and statistical
analyses are used for maximum accuracy. Prior to the general election in 1996,
Mason-Dixon Research conducted polls of Montana in May, late September and late
October voters to assess voter support of candidates and ballot issues.

4. The results of the poll ,stio, on the U.S. Senate race are atadod to tiis
affidavit. As indicated in these results, the percentages of Montana vetmm .b ho

supoiedBecky.Shawls candidacy were 1%, less than 1%, and 1% for w -
Sqite m and Ocbe Polls respectively.

5. Ms. Shaw was not invited to participate in the debate of U.S. Stafs
candidates because she did not receive the support of at least 5% of Motam voters as
shown in either the May and September polls. In the poll conducted jut bof d
dbate and baly ten days before the election, she failed to receive at I 3%, .w me
was no chmnge in the initial decision not to allow her to participate.

6.NW Shaw was not pmitdto patiipt in the Billings
a do failed to meet the eblis criterion and for no other . .

,AM O. , WA..SC.



7. In my role as publisher of the Billings Gazette, I eb d
implemented the criterion used to invite candidates to participate in the debate. The
sponsor of the debate was the Bdlings Gazette. I had no peruma involvemgw with
the debate apart from my responsibilities as an employee and publisher of ths iUliW
Gazette.

DATED this . day of December, 1996.

Wayne Schile

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the L day of December,
1996, by Wayne Schile.

/- 4k4b3abw
01% Vl NCW for ft

(SEAL) NOTARY PUBLIC for the State of Moanua
Residing at 9. ,S " Montana
My Commission Expires: 6 41'

~R&U'OF WAYMRSCuz

'WIN .'.
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MUR &

NAME OF COUNSEL MAUREEN L- HALL, S..

FIRM: GARLINGTOSt LOIO & ROBINSON

ADDRESS:' 199 I'T PINE, P.O. -B2.7909

HIISSOULA M.Kr 59807-7909

TELEPHONE: 40 6  523-2500

FAX: 406 ) 523-2595

The above-named Individual is hereby designated as my counsel and Is

authorized to receive any no catlons and other commulctl-fI from the

Con nisslon and to act on my be o o

atetar

pwmplt41T'S It-4M-: WAYNE SCHILE

I m MW 401 lo= ~AA

P.O. BOX 36300

BILL GS, HT 59107-6300

p

406 ) 657-1200

"STI"0_1 4.'A I 4 OF k 1 _8 TO JOl F ', '1jVl '
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NAEOFCOUNSEL EEN L. ALL Esq.

F". GARLINGTON, LOHN & ROBINSON

ADDE : 199 WEST PINE, P.O. BOX 7909

MISSOULA,.MT 59807-7909

TELEPHONE:( 406 ) 523-2500

FAX:( 406 1 523-2595

The above-named individual Is hereby designated as my ommi &Wd isauthorized to receive any notifcatlons and other cmpu nlo.-o-,- *-. Uh.
Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commisson.

Oaa~x..JI

NBILLINGS GUETTE

P..... BOX 363 0

P.o. Box 36300

BILLINGS, NT 59107-6300

s~suusw 40' ~ 657-1200

402-) /0 A4
cwts- f 1,

657-120
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The Rfor Pola y of Mentan
P.O. Box 3511

BozemuA Mr 59772-3511
(406) 5854550

Colleen T. Sealander
Bob Abbott
State Chair
MUR 4562
01/02/97

"- 0*w

~ -Y, *

Please update the status of the above complaint at your earliest
convenience.

Thank you,

To:
From:

Re:
Date:

6 rs 0 kj -



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

January 22 It?

Robert Abbott
The Reform Party of MOMtan
PO Box 3511
Bozeman, MT 59772-3511

RE: MUR 4562

Dear Mr. Abbott:

This is in response to your letter dated January 2, 1997, which v* recived on
January 15, 1997, in which you requested infomaion perining to the mpIait you
filed on November 4, 1996, with the Federal Election Committee.

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("Act") pohibits any

person from making public the fact of any notification or investigatio by the
Commission, prior to closing the file in the matter, unless the party being investigated
has agreed in writing that the matter be made public. 5a 2 U.S.C. § 437(aX4)(XB) and
§ 437g(aX 12XA). Because there has been no written agreement that the matter be made
public, we are not in a position to release any information at this time.

As you were informed by letter dated November 7,1996,
soon as the Commission takes final action on your complaint

we will noify you as

Sincerely,

Ow Comm~eool 2hA ANOfwy

rucV iGUEAM

W

"W
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In the Matter of . ,..,.

) NFORCEM MN

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

0
I)

I-)

.- )

U (WM wdfsr Caw M WM(G3M/ TM

I NTRODUCTON. IUIy lTE
The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low prioriy

based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System (EPS. This report

is submitted to recommend that the Commission no longer pursue tHmse cm

II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other CImI Pendin
Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their

pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raisd In tli maos

relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not warrant furtlw

.x lur of esource. Central Ufoce t Docket (CED) a .

Connl~mn-pproved criteriawhich resubimp

case.

mns such cam permits the Commission to focus its limited rm nmic a

a ttcaes prsety pending befor it Based upon this revsw, .m.

witdo ,&rt wart tfurtIk actkiorelaktiv ootherIII"



fators leading to minment of a low priority and recmmenda ot to furth

pursue the matter.

B. Stle Cases

Effective eMnorcement relies upon the timely pursuit o complaints and referal to

ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more distant in time

usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to the fact that

evidence of such activity becomes more remote and consequently more diffilt to

develop. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more Signific activity ao

has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated conmmuity. In

recognition of these facts, EPS also provides us with the means to identify thof e c

which, though earning a higher rating when received, remained unassigned due to a lac

of resources for effective investigation. The utility of commencing an inve -tion

declines as these cases age, until they reach a point when activation of a cam wed nt

be an efficient use of the Commission's resources.

C@ m). MUR 4M (P"P of B Cu.ty); Mu 45M3 (Cmg. An m S MM 4W
(Dmy Cvft" Cmapftx Fud -Cautt) MM 45 Q26 (He& fl C.mus); UM M (Fb Mr.
C=)io &M 4W~ (ftk Kiagftu Cmingi) &MR 453 (COhm's Cmfir Gb

i r Csr.w , MR 453W (Di Min fir Caym m= WUm

p MR 4550 (Fri in of H for Cqwu MA M5 of .
Ad Csow MU 439 (M Bkrfor Carin) UM S 4M

(tdU~A Cs~w);MWI 4W3 (Pkwr fur C. 1 ); g" MI"

IYW Cat for *A DIcnot of Cohs. 1 MMh
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Twe ne case hae remined on the Central EarmMut Dochat &ua

sufficient period of time to render them stale, all of which are reco ded for o e

in this ReporL' This group includes four MURs that became stale everal 11- d ,

but were held peding criminal prosecution by the Department of Justice.5 DOJ obbdned

convictions in the two criminal cases related to these four MURs (U.S. v. Jay Kim and U.S.

v. Dynamic Energy Resources) based upon guilty pleas by the key defendants, who are also

the principal respondents in our pending matters. Pursuit of civil enforcement actiM in

view of the satisfactory results obtained in the criminal cases would not be the aost

effective use of the Commission's scarce resources at this time.

)

)

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial dcretik and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective August 29,1997. Ca mi

4Thin mi am. MUR 4274 (GOPAC);
Sma$ MUR 4I (A-TV); M 4366 (Citizens Buss S.. k..
MM 015 (AM Lecd 2391 PAC); MUR 4385 (D~for Cwpmu); MMR 436(h.4

SON* M" (OurChum II) MUR4=P(frCqw
and P"I-MU 336 (Prk NthmI Do* & Trut).

-ow1 of the gutO - m



of thi date wil peuk~ md wdi.la1 VtWTmnW m _muyIO~p"

closing letters and case films for the -public record.

iL .4:f -I I-I " II &

A. Decline to a MUR, d he file effective August 29,1997s m approve Oe

appopriate letters in the following matters:

Pre-MUR 336 Ie-MUR 352

B. Take no action, close the file effective August 29,1997, and approve d ap

letters in the following matters:

MUR 3796

MUR 3798

MUR 4274

MUR 4275

MUR 4356

MUR 4358

MUR 4361

MUR 4368

MUR 4380

MUR 4385

MR4386

MUR 4396

MUR 4404

MUR 4410

MUR 4417

MUR 4422

MUR 4470

MUR 4478

MUR 4492

MUR4498

MUR 4506

MUR4512

MUR 4517

MUR4

MMR 452
MUR 4m
MUIR 4524

MUR 4526

MUR 4528

MUIR4529

MUIR 4532

MUIR 453

MUR 4S37

MUIR 4541

MUR 454
MUR4m

MUdR 4B7

MUR E.q
MUR 45W0

MUR 4562

MUR 4566

MUR 4574

MUR 4576

MUR 4579

MUR4SMU4M

MU=4M,

GmummComd

CmSu

~~4* ~A ~', ~

L-L
Dae
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B33P10 TEE FEDEKAL LCTIOS OOWZuzXO

Xn the Matter of

Enforcement Priority
Agenda Docunet No. Z97e-S

QWRXFIXCAX

1, Marjorie W. Mons, recording secretary for the

Federal Election Commission executive session on August 19,

1997, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a

vote of 4-1 to take the following actions with respect to

Agenda Document No. X97-55:

A. Decline to open a NUR, close the file
effective August 29, 1997, and approve
the appropriate letters in the followiag
matters:

1. Pre-NUR 336. 2. Pre-NUR 352.

B. Take no action, close the file effective
August 29, 1997, and approve the appropriate
letters in the following matters:

1. NUR 3796. 2. NUR 3798. 3. UM

4. MUR 4275. 5. NOR 4356. 6. .'
7. NUN 4361. 6. NUR 4368. 9. In a.

10. NUR 4385. 11. NUR 4386. 12. KU 43"0

13. MUN 4404. 14. NUN 4410. IS. I=

16. NUR 4422. 17. NMU 4470. 18 .



pedora1 alootion Ccmission
Certifioatout infor sment Priority
August 19, 1997

UMa 4492.

KnU 4512.

NOR 4S20.

3M! 4524.

KUR 4529.

MU 4537.

KUR 4550.

KU! 4559.

3M! 4566.

KUM 4579.

KUR 4588.

20.

23.

26.

29.

32.

35.

38.

41.

44.

47.

S0.

NOR 4498.

KUR 4517.

KUR 4522.

KU! 4526.

KUR 4532.

KUR 4541.

KUR 4551.

KUR 4560.

KUR 4574.

MUR 4580.

KUR 4613.

Comissioners Aikeas, McDonald, Kogarry, and b

v.ted affiz=atively for the decision; C,:nJis.

Attest:

Date

pBU.2

19.

22.

25.

28.

31.

34.

37.

40.

43.

46.

49.

21.

24.

27.

30.

33.

36.

39.

42.

45.

48.

4506.

4S19.

4523.

4528

4535.

454.

4557.

4562.

4576.

4584.

NO!

ua

KUR

KU!

KUR

KUR

uNO

7h
Orie W.

SAretaZ of the
J 6
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. DC. 2M3

Au6M 29,1997
(!ERTW MATT.

Robert P. Abbott, Stae Chair
The Reform Party of Montana
PO Box 3511
Bozeman, MT 59772-3511

RE: MUR 4562

Dear Mr. Abbott:

On November 4, 996. the Federal Election Commisio received ymr cmlain
illeging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, nase ded
"the Act").

After considering the circu of this matter, the Commilam
letermined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no actio apit th
espondents. S= attached narrative. Accordingly. the Commiion closd is file in this
natter on August 29. 1997. This mate will become purt of the plc usoud if 30
Lays.

The Act allows a complaint to seek judicial review t Coifjo*s
ismissal of this actio So 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXS).

F. A~m T".

boom .
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WAYl L ScMU

Bob A aima of the Reform Party of Mow AW dt Won
Schile, pulisher ofthe n i_- , wrondfuo umludsd Rebn Pry Stson
candie Becky Sbaw ram a dde fm by da e f.

in response to the Complaint, the rspondents stne dt M& Show ws popey
excluded frm the debe ina with objecd Prieria FS 2had - ya m

newspaper for participation. Under this criteia, ccord to r ddbne
participants were identified as those who recived mom ta 5% of the C
vote" as identified in polls conducted on behalf of the QaI and other Montana
newspapers. R"pOndent assert that Ms. Shaw would have received 1%ofih
prospective vote, according to their polls.

There is no indication of any serious i. u t to violt the FECA. This aew is
less significant than others presently pending before the Commision.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 23

AqK299 17

uMm L. Hal, Euire
GARLINOTON, LOIN & ROBINSON
199 West Pin P.O. Box 7909
Missoula, MT 59807-7909

RE: MUR 4562

Billii n- n Mand Wayne Schile, Publiser

Dear Ms. Hall:

On November 7, 1996, the Fedeal Eleco miom your cdi of a
complaint alleging certain violaion of the Fedea c Cd mu Act of 1971, as
amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed with dat notficatio.

After considering the cirhcmstances of this maer, the C oi uiou has
determined to exercise its poet orial discretion and to take no action -qains you
clients. S= attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission cloud its file in this
matter on August 29. 1997.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX 12) no kIualWqply md this
matter is now public. In addition, aftho the comple fde muw b phad = ft plic
record within 30 days. this could our at my time followift odie- M,
Commission's vote. If you wish to bmit my fawul or inl Im m Uhe
public -T.o. ea do so m soon as possible. While tie file may be plded e
public record prior to receipt of your additin1 mateorias, amy
%ill be added to the public rmai when received.

If you bm --, me. 1plu ,, AIW..X
nmbe. (ING) 4244M~. Oor lad A is 2,

F. Audow

*
AUcbmau

Nurmiw



MW 4562
WAYNE L SCIU

Bob Abbott Chm of te Refon Paty o(f allep dPM 6
Schile, publisher of the Billings ,,m wrongfuly excluded Reorm PatY SUM
candidate Becky Shaw from adebat spmuord by the QUM.

In response to the complaint, the respondet ua= of t Ms. Show Wa npuly
excluded from the debate in aornce with objective riia establidhed by te
newspaper for participation. Under this criteria, -ccordin to respondents, debins
participants were identified as those who received more dw 5% of thin 'propscive
vote" as identified in polls conducted on behalf of the aMu and othemrmn
newspapers. Respondents asset that Ms. Shaw would beve received 1% ofthe
prospective vote, according to their polls.

There is no indication of any serious inten to viole the FECA. I ownr is
less significant than others presently pending before the Commision.

t

.~ ~
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