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RON RINIG, VETERANS FOR DINICOLA )

COMMAWN

The National Reblican Congressional Committee ('N.R.C.C.'), by and through its
Exuative Director, Maria Cino, brings this complaim ummt to 2 U.S.C. I 437g(aXl)
(1996). Thw N.R.C.C. is located at 320 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003. The
Commission has pro jurisdiction over Complaints filed by a "person who believes that a
violation of any statute or regulation over which the Commission has jurisdiction .. is about
to occur." 2 U.S.C. 437g (a) (1).

) L SUMMARY

Thimbing its nose at the most basic public disclosure requirmns, the DiNicoa for
Congress Commimt t has - through a contrived, fledgling entity call i V m for
DiNicok - ;rised g cotribtors that an 'us vet' wili hkd

-dotiom o tha federal re. This sceum is blantly ulawful an cm , of cose, om .
MW Cmmission shuld invyesigate this plan, pnish all instaes where it hes akemly
ocurd m ud maures to einsure that unlimited, a cotra, do Mtge
Rom DINicoks a mg.

11 EL 7kAIL&ATIONS o f LA W

1. Ti VKIguAN Fo DIMCOLA FuNDRAU SouRrA'M
I- .a '---- - - A _BL&TANTLY11. --'. -- a--_ ..

Flderal electi lws are baud meomluzuway u o M n - as Plft
dbicaMre is gow for OW deecay. e Dffxcol -- m-lp 9 wwr ----

iM f a h to is - by its owndes - uMa 0i .

Ftt DN'cola for Congress is mepting or is O o m lsm coui- m -
fMll o w al mw. Under fe&r. law, an aqU c 31 .



mahed to $50. 11 C.F.R. 11O.4(c)(3). Federa law addtionly uims bclo Man
individuals who contribute over $200 per year to a federal cmaign. 11 C.F.R I 102.9(a) (2).
And individuals cannot contribute more than $1,000 per election to any candidat, 11 C.F.R.
110.1(a), a fact the DiNicola mitte has leamed the hard way. Sg PEC Ate Under
Reew #4437 (Complnt Fd Aug. 8, 1996).

In its October 15 fumlraising letter, the Veterans for DiNicola group (and DiNicola for
Congress, through its authorization) violates or proposes to violate some or all of the
afoementioned federal regulations. Specifically, the letter states:

If you are able, please send a contribution to Ron's campaign. An
anonymous ve has prmnised to MATCH all of our c t to
Ron's campaign, so $10 from you becomes $ & $25 becomes $501

SK Veterans for Diicola Fwndraising Letter (attached hereto as Exhibit 1) (W h added).
To ensure that soficitees undertand the proposed scheme, the letter cocues by again
illegally offering:

your contribution to Ron's campaign, which, whatever amount,
will be doubled by the "anonymous vet!"

- This fundmaising scheme is and will be illegal because (1) the anonymous vet" cannot
legally remain anonymous after "matching" over $200 in contributions, (2) the "anoymous
vet" cannot legally "match' more than $1,000 total, and (3) if the cmpaign counts the
"anonymous vet's" contributons as coming from the matcld donor, it would be accepting

* illegal contributions in the name of another. 11 C.F.R. § 110.1(i)(2).

Furtbemore, the under the proposed sall recipents of the rM a dy and
automaticsly listed as members of the Veterans for DiNicola o nization. The group ininds
to provide

'a list of Veterans for DiNicola ember in the local nwupe,
ex -h ou reasm for aqyort0-- Ran DiNimis for Caqauss

Sg Veterans for DiLkola Faudriag Letr (atached hereto as &hk 1). Skch
options would, in the commercial sales sphere, be consid unfair trades p acts,
unde Pennsylvania law. It is likewise - if nm itmmoral - for the Diik
Cmpign to proclaim as uppoes individuals who mery fal to ID ft to ft
for DiNicola gxo's illea solicition Such an advertisemue m w ld be faha n
if Idicaft that it was "paid for by' individuals who disavow it. Such=#A ad be
Ibeous if idic ppo for DiN l from those who do nmt in 1W mpgm i. 

AV* ql;4



2. TMu VZmaAN F Di ICOKA YVVNARY4 SO fcFATMoN lzrM
4BI TMMFL IGNOMU~ aff UNJO ]CSMstL M_,Oqr

Under federal election and tax laws, raisings iaio - such as The Vearm
for DiNicola Fundraising Letter (&hit 1) - must include certain legally requied
disclaimers. The letter in question fails to include any of these disclaimers inchdig:

(i) Who paid for the solicitation. £EQL(UI by 2 U.S.C. I 441d(a).

(ii) Whether the DiNicola campaign authorized the solicitation. Jt lUD by 2
U.S.C. § 441d(a).

(iii) Explaining that contributions are not tax deductible. UQU1 IR by 26 U.S. C.
§ 6113 (1996).'

(iv) Requesti coIntors names, addresses, occupation and employer as is
OUIRBD by 2 U.S.C. 5 432(i).

3. DINICOLA FOR CONGRESS' ADvERTLISENm IN THE BuTsR
ffdGLE AMQO l iCJr LNGALLwjRy. umo DIwLImm NOTIM ,-q

Under federal law, when a principal n committee uses public political
advertising to expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, the
comncation MUST display an autI notice. &1 11 CFR § 110. '1 '996). Pubic
political advertising includes, but is not limited to, television and radio bro.-, 1.t.,
NM EWAM OR IMAGATWE sot, posters, yard sips, outdoor advtisin fmaciities or
dert mailing. jL

Ron DiNicola for Congress has pased an advertiemen in a local .muw.
expsy advocati his electio to U. S. Coenm. $a DiMcoa Ad in rthe
a as E&hb 2 to ti &.plalnt.nThe ad in qu%0m0m0u J'.

s any M m iaTa s s diml, mn a i by bhi , . J f
5n 10.11.

Afrc* d ey on.*ich audi efr e 26eU.S.C.16710(96). TCOuWAW P 0
-,t Waiwi so sh erdu Arm Sefe.
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IlL UiU Yf W0
Ti. N.L.C.C. =*=ay r dotw the Cmmission inetia oi u=@de cmslgn

raicsof the Io Difbcok for Coqpm Cuiyign with partcula saeuobto (1) blhw
to kakd federally-eipkW dh-~ ona its wS se ad& and (2) uuiawhod -makm
chame a Vefta for DM~mxAa organintion. Mw Con u.Tuld tak
ppp it w to Mae vlodom puramt to 2 U.S.C. 1 437g(d)(1) md duM cal

upon di DiNico to (1) reject A fts colected via the l acm by
Mr. Reinig and (2) pull andor anmd the offemling ctmpagn ads prior to tis NoVembe's
election.

Respectfully Submittd,

DwrucT OF COLUMBUA

Maria Cino
Executive Director

Siga-d .ind sworn to before me
th _3_th day of Otober, 1996.

My commio exp:

YV-c 6 0C 2
j'Juo9JA:

1/ 0.6w

U. D. Acton
Notay Public, District of Cokmfi

My Commsslon Expres A 14, 1i/



P. 0. B. 56 W
EUn~er, Pmms~.y~e 16412 j

Dear Fellow Veterans: October 15, 1996

Welcome. to "Veterans for DiNico-la!" As a group, we
can accomplish far more than we could, as individuals. Our
group is non-partisan: we welcome Democrats, Republicans,
Independents and those dissatisfied with all Parties. The
goal of the Veterans for DiNicola is to make the 21st U.S.
Congressional District (PA.) "Veteran-friendly" *ain.

Our time is shortl We have only THREE WEEKS until
Election Day, November 5, 1996!

As a veteran, Army, Post-lore&, Pro-Vietnam, I wasd1dgaUted,i 'apet thlt-''youwere, -by what the House of
Representatives, under Newt Gingrich, did, this year to the
American people,in general, and veterans, in particular.
I thought .they had to take an oath, as WE all had done, to
uphold the U.S. Constitution and to protect the U.S. govern-
ment. I waq outraged when Gingrich & his allies "Shut-down"
the U.S. Government this year, not once, but TWICE! They even
refused to make exceptions for Vets' Hospitals
or Vets' services--those whose serving had made it possiblefor them to be a part of democratic representative govern-
ment! Sadly, our own PRESENT Congressman, English, had allow-
ed himself to be used by Gingrich, as he took part in achiev-
ing what no enemy of the U.S. had achieved in TWO-HUNDRED
YEARS! They Shut-Down the United States Governmant! It should
be noted that Gingrich/English still continued to be paid
during the Shut-Down!!

The Gingrichites in Congress also tried to cut Ned-
icare, on which well over 8 million veterans-and even more
vets in the future-depend. They also tried to cut the EPA
budget, so that agency would not have been capable of pro-
serving clean air and clean water for our children and *rast-
children. They also tried to cut back funding for all love~e
of education. Sadly, again, our Congressman In dsh
.... -o with all the above and MORE, VOTING VITF Hflans ,

xZNITY PER CENT (90%) of the time! Now, he bills himself as
an "Independent!" ("Independent" from whoa, we vonder! US?)

When Ron DiNicola gets to Congress-w/ our help-he
pledges he will NOT be controlled by someone out of this
District. On his lst day in office, he will seek Gingrich
out and will tell his in direct language that the 21st PA
Congressional district is no longer a colony of Georgia!
He will aggressively seek a seat on the House Vetereas'
Affairs Committee & will make it clear that he will NQT~ve
to deprive America's veterans of their well-earned b s:ttf :

He CAN accomplish all of the above-and more, but
ONLY if he has our help. What can WE DO to make sure the
21st district Congressman serves its veterans and not I~wt?
Ve can do the following:

1. Please ENLIST other vets in our organiaat*
........ A2 nore cards for 7ou so ua. Tb

;Los-* fool free to, MAIN%&



campaign. An anonymous vet has promised to HATCH all of out.
contributions to Ron's campaign, so $10 from you becomes $20
& $25 becomes $501
(P.S. If you see me v/ my wife, don't mention the "anonymous
vet;" she will think it is me!)

3. Use the information on the Vets' cards & this letter to
advocate for Ron's election to your friends & relatives.

4. Be prepared to be in a group photo of veterans in your
region; we hope to run that picture vi a list of Veterans
for DiNicola members in the local newspaper, explaining our
reaeons for supporting Ron DiNicola for Conaress.

5. Make sure all of your extended family members are reg-
istered to Vote and DO VOTE on Tuesday, November 5, 1996
supporting Ron DiNicola for Congreas!!

If we do all of the abovewe will ag*in make a difference
as so many of you were able to vhea you vere in uniform!Sincerely. -E d.

Ron Reng S 51316 96 (Discharged)

D.P.S. I have enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope

for you to return your cards for "Veterans for DiNicolaw(Do
NOT make another one out for you, as we already have you
listed, ot a member!) and your contribution to Ron's cam-
pa gn, which, whatever amount, will be doubled by the "anon-
yuous vet!"
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FEDERAL ELECTION OO I8 ION
wm o, DC 20463

Ocob 30, 1996

Maria Cino, Executive Direcko
National Republican Conessional Committee
320 First Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

RE MUR 4537

Dear Ms. Cino:

..N. This letter acknowledges receipt on October 23, 1996, of the n yOU filed
alleging possible violations of the Federl Election Capag Act of 1971, as ded ("the
Act"). The reaspondens) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notfied as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes auml action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional -nmation in this matter, pme forwad it
to the Office of the Genral CowmmL Such information must be sworn to in the mumer
as the originalcomp We bered s i a MUJ 4537. Plm n --A--
number in all fNwn i For yaw *,A-- , we have a bu ahh

-3 description of the o's cdwes for handling complaiwts

CenW Aw--m ent Deavt

Pocedure



FEDERAL ElCTION COMMSSWgON

October 30, 1996

Phillip B. Friedman, Treasrer,
Ron DiNicola for Conges
821 State Street
Erie, PA 16501

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Mr. Friedman:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates th Ron
DiNicola for Congress ("Committee") and you, as treasum, may have violated &he Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as ameded ("the Acta). A copy of the com i is anclosed.
We have numbere this matter MUR 4537. Please refer to this number in all fatm
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the oppotmat- to demtaein writin dot g w
be taken against the C a-- MdY* Vi e i, i dd ma an. m 'b

7) or legal materials which you believe we relevant to the Commissios aa oh mew.
Where aprpitsttmnsgd be ui daer OWLh Your r
be -a ud --- 2 b Om0 fta 1 s 0,1m i 1"
this loner, If..m s wwfI
baneafm

This omse wE imf sdi in aenlli ub2 U.S.C. |fi

* 437g(aX12XA) unlm you oft the Won in wr" that you wiA & m or Is
public If you i. Io be &.,.

Couiin by ---p now"mg-b -1 rie ad--. ss
Of =0hi coumus and cm Itwamqmdh

NA 
":,4



If You have aow ml pesef cono teik Mormison at 2219400. ? yaw
information we have enclose a brief description of the Commisson~s P u

Sincerly

Central Enforce.amelwnt Docke

1. Complaint
2. Procckhres
3. Designation of Counsel Stment

A



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISIO
VIO W"non, OC 20463

October 30, 1996

Treasurer
Veterans for DiNicola
PO Box 596
Edinboro, PA 16412

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Federal Election Commssion received a complaint which indicae that Veterans
for DiNicola (Committee") and you, as tasue, may have violated the Federal Elct
Campaign Act of 1971, a amended ("the Act). A copy of the non i is ealosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4537. Please refer to thI number in all fiuve cop,-qc.

Under the Act, you have the %prty to demontra i ia tg ta W adios sould
Ir be taken against do and you, Ummer, in this ura. Plmo tmitmuv fd

or legal maials w you beliew we ide to te mi I ni A- 11
Where appro stamats should be submitted 2de oath. Yowr--- ,hj: ma'd

N be addree to the Q*8 Cmsels O aw be ahuid wi0 A5 i WO&
this lettr. ifmo nm n uemived w 1S dma *. C in ,
tmNd onat s dnh "AL

I 437gaXI2XA) lms je adIvi o I.i dsI a yes lobe
made public. If you b*mi to be rerartdby comsel in this metter, pum g&,I bg g

.by 11..W the rl ,ai hm Ming +sM adW .. .
of sick coma *, M a lu t seed i a a
C13 ibm i0-Cmml.. +



If yn have my qu 1te -OW tatErik Morn a (202) 219-3W. For your
information, we have encloed a briefe of the Commissions r bm
complaits.

CA T. Sea o, Aarmsy
Centra Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. NrOWed&re
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
wa~po DC 20,40

October 30, 1996

Ron S. Reinig
12160 Angling Road
Edinboro, PA 16412-1349

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Mr. Reinig:

The Federal Election Commission received a c which indicanma yma my
have violated the Federal Eletion Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act), A cp of
the complaint is enclosed. We have numbere this matter MUR 4537. Pleme fek to this
number in all future Correpondl e nc

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to, d-monstrate in writing that so ama ahould
be taken against you in this mater. Plewe submit mny facul or lee mmws by
believe are relevw to the Commiio so asc iM r. -1 in be
should be submitted ue onh. Your respme, whih should be iL
Counsel's Office, must be submited within 15 days of mei of this lm. Its* •

ceived within 15 doys tb Cownuc ay t~o f~r s bad e

f 437TjaX12XA) ss@Mr
m.nd publi. If yu infte t be rn I ba7 l is f
Commision by coamplein t ecled form Wab in the n ae W&* r
of=& m omsu a. Mh coun a ei n.

catkmfim f 06 
-I. V;



If you hbm my qutI s, plam contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219.3400. For yowinformation, w have eclosed a brief description of the Comissions procedwe for hindbg
complamt.

Coeen T. Sed
Cental En C*me Do"

Enclosurn
1.- Complaint
2. Ptrocehm
3. Desigi tion- of Counsel Staemen

V7



AMBROSE, FREPK N; \ND WEICHLER
UmWO.A IhmulaI 1 

6t...4-IW O IL Ndaimm , 
0i4I 459490

Wham f. Wtiikw
?wkkAw~Am

VUA FACSJLE

The Federa ElectinCamuli

ATEMTION: ri Mlrm i:

RE. MUI4537

Dea Mr. Morrison:
i m wrlng to you in my Ceiucy a I --r "Ithe OiNloola for Cnonp Committe.Dr. R lenig recenly reasvod a lefu flici~ I- I ( CdkW Oulobor 30 1996. Te Imw waadrcss.cd- to thA Tusamure of uVefrm sw N it 1 ** O r, K"Au recenty frwaded theCommissions leter 10 the Diklola Cunrn.

We oul rwocdiy oq a twavy tb %. sosf faom bdqay' dat ki wlicb 1o Zi a0 re~fsponse We woudbeeO Edes Wh Cwmwise %auakj g" not* & XIUMu awehave nW hod dm to MAk-wus te a mqIWNe. l--nlhnuwe, tiewd@*M huImbucomqpleted id iem pai Ii mudy in a nuihir., 'I to m muu to teh 1.1
rmutionm ofmas pmdtqa or . xop",

Think you ina INvinw rynm ,, ef aet w o4om usu

l Ii. ,

mMe



UFEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINTON. DC MW

November 20. 19N

Philip Fripm, Esq.
A nkos, Fti md Weichler
319 Wea fth Stre
Eri PA 16502

RE: MUR 4537

Diicola for Congress C-mmniee

Dew Mr. Friedman

This is in mspone to your facsimie dated November 20,1996 whic eo sthat me day requesting an extnsion to repon to the complaint filed in the abov !m)muater. Afker comidering the circmstances presented in your letter, the Officfte c Omudl
Counel hasgaed the reulesd extenson. Accordingly, your response is dm bydw don -of
busines on Dcemnber 10, 1996.

If you have any questioM, please contact the Central Enforcement DocIM at (202)
219-3400.

Erik Msriso, Peralep

~4W~'~ ~ V.



Leonard G. Ambrose I1I
Philip B. Friedman*
William P. Weichler
P.ricia A. Ambrose

*M koImdae in N Y

AMBROSE, FRIEDMAN AND WEICHLER
319 West Eighth Street

Erie, Pennsylvania 16502-1495 (8141 452-3069
Fax 18141 459-096

December 17, 1996

Lawrence Noble
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Ic:;'
C.)

W?)
,r' %.~ C'

w~
V." ~

'7 -,

Re: MUR 4537

Dear Mr. Noble:

Introduction

This is a reply by the Ron DiNicola for Congress

Committee ("Committee") to the coqlaint filed.by N.ria Cino

alleging that the Veterans for DiNicola (Veterans") violated

federal election laws and that a DiNicola for Congress

advertisement in the Butler Eagle failed to. contain required

disclaimer notices.



Discussion

A. The Reinig Letter

Ron DiNicola lost the general election fc the U.S.

Congress in the 21st District of Pennsylvania on November 5, 1996.

In the course of the campaign, a group of supporters formed the

Veterans, a loosely constituted informal organization designed to

raise awareness of Mr. DiNicola's campaign among veterans. The

head of the group was Ron Reinig, a professor at Edinboro

University.

On or about October 15, 1996, Professor Reinig prepared

a letter that was mailed to approximately two hundred veterans.

Contrary to complainant's allegations, recipients of the letter

were not "automatically listed" as members of the Veterans. The

letter was only sent to those who had previously indicat d t1.

support for Mr. DiNicola and who had authorized the Committee in

writing to indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. The

letter urged further support for Mr. DiNicola and invited

contributions to the campaign.

* *. -



The letter was paid for and mailed by the Cottnittee.

Contrary to complainant's allegations, the letter contained all

necessary information required by law. Each letter was

accompanied by a solicitation envelope containing all necessary

information and disclaimers required by federal law including, but

not limited to, (a) the fact that the solicitation was paid for by

the Committee, (b) information regarding contribution limits, (c)

the prohibition on corporate checks, (d) the limit on cash

contributions, (e) notice that contributions are not tax

deductible, and (f) a request for each contributors name, address,

occupation and employer. A true and correct copy of the

solicitation envelope is attached to the affidavit of Philip

Friedman as Exhibit A.

Contrary to complainant's allegations, no anonymous

contributions were made to the campaign and no excessive

contributions were made or accepted. All contributio " i

response to the letter were made through ust of the campaign

solicitation envelope and all required information was obtained

for reporting purposes. It is estimated that approximately $100-

$200 was raised in response to the letter.



Although the letter promised that an anonymous donor

would match any contributions to the Committee, the anonymous

donor was Professor Reinig which was obvious from the face of the

letter. All of Professor Reinig's contributions to the Committee

have been properly recorded. His total individual contributions

to the campaign amounted to $675.00, well below the individual

limit of $1000.

B. The Advertisement

On October 17, 1996, an advertisement appeared in the

Butler Eagle urging voters to support Mr. DiNicola. The

advertisement was authorized and paid for by the Committee and was

totally unrelated to the activities of the Veterans or Mr. Reinig,

althu uLi it mentioned that Mr. DiNicola was a veteran. The

advertisement inadvertently failed to contain a notice that it was

paid for and authorized by the Committee. 2 tt

inadvertent as demonstrated by the fact that all other newspaper,

radio and television advertisements by the Committee contained an

appropriate authorization notice. Finally, the advertis nt was

not one that would likely confuse voters as to vi ..W-

the advertisement. It prominently displayed the 1 "o of the



campaign and contained the address and phone number 'ofth

campaign.

Conclusion

For the reasons set forth herein, the complaint should

be dismissed forthwith.

Very truly yours.

Phil B. Friedman

~y~4

the



AFIID&VIT OF 131X71 a.

I, Philip B. Friedman, being duly sworn, do depose and

say:

1. I am the campaign treasurer for the Ron DiNicola

for Congress Committee ("Committee").

2. Veterans for DiNicola ("Veterans") was formed in

or about June 1996 by Ron Reinig, a professor at Edinboro

University at Edinboro, Pennsylvania. The Veterans was formed to

promote the candidacy of Ron DiNicola among veterans.

3. The October 15, 1996 letter of Professor Reinig

was paid for and mailed by the Committee to approximately two

hundred veterans who had indicated their support for Mr. DVAIN',

and who had previously authorized the Committee in writing to

indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. Each letter

was accompanied by a solicitation envelope containing all

necessary information and disclaiers reigre4. b de :4

including, but not limited to, (a) the fact that the solicitatic

was paid for by the Committee, (b) infQz ation'



. .I 3'7

contribution limits, (c) the prohibition on corporate checks, (d)

the limit on cash contributions, (e) notice that contributions are

not tax deductible, and (f) a request for each contributors name,

address, occupation and employer. A true and correct copy of the

solicitation envelope is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

4. All contributions made in response to the letter

were made through use of the campaign solicitation envelope and

all required information was obtained for reporting purposes. It

is estimated that approximately $100-$200 was raised in response

to the letter. Although the letter promised that an anonymous

donor would match any contributions to the Committee, the

anonymous donor was Professor Reinig which was also obvious from

the face of the letter.

5. All of Professor Reinig's contributions to the

Coimittee have been properly recorded. His total , Lima 1I a

contributions to the Campaign amounted to $675.00, well below the

individual limit of $1000.

6. On October 17, 1996, an advertisement app4ed in

the butler lEagle urging voters to support Mr., Diicola.,"T

advertisement was authorized and paid for by the Committee and was



totally unrelated to the activities of the Veterans or Mr. Reinig,

although it mentioned that Mr. DiNicola was a veteran. The

advertisement inadvertently failed to contain a notice that it was

paid for and authorized by the Committee. This error was

inadvertent as demonstrated by the fact that all other newspaper,

radio and television advertisements by the Committee contained an

appropriate authorization notice. The advertisement was not one

that would likely confuse voters as to who was sponsoring the

advertisement. It prominently displayed the logo of the

campaign and contained the address and phone number of the

campaign.

Philip B. Friedman

State of Fennsylvania

County of Erie

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to befor

December, 1996.

e me this 17t1 1ay of

No(iary Public

MM L
My Comission Expires:

October 9, 1999



ISTAMPHERE

Ron DiNicola for Congrm
P.O. Box 353

Erie, Penylvaia 1660a

-OWsoo

Ron DiNicola
for Conpwrm

Thudc you for your

mo
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AmzmAV or IOn RzNIG

I, Ron Reinig, being duly sworn, do depose and say:

1. I am a Professor at Edinboro University at Idinboro,

Pennsylvania. I formed Veterans for DiNicola ('Veterans") in or

about June of 1996 to promote the candidacy of Ron DiNicola among

veterans.

2. On or about October 15, 1996, I prepared a letter to

be sent to veterans who had previously indicated their support for

Mr. DiNicola and had authorized the Committee in writing to

indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. The letter was

mailed at the Committee's expense.

3. The anonymous donor referred to in the Iter is me.

My contributions to the Committee total approximate 4.

STA"! OF _ ....._I

COUNTY OF ,,.,/ .L

SUBSCRIBED AND SWONI to before me this _-

Dwbu Hs '.

Eft,~umASdiR
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UrMycm1.sion expr.:t



Decembr 17, 1996

Lawrence Noble
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: H!JR 4537

Dear Mr. Noble:

Introduction

This is a reply by Ron Reinig to the complaint filed by

Maria Cino alleging that the Veterans for DiNicola ("Veterans")

violated federal election laws and that a DiNicola for Congress

Comittee ("Committee") advertisement in the Butler Eagle failed to

contain required disclaimer notices.

Discussion

A. The Reinig Ietter

Ron DiNlicola lost the general eleotUft tog te U..

Congress in the 21st District of Pennsylvania on November 5, 1996.

In the course of the campaign, a gaoup of suppwta fOin4, t..



e 0 0
Veterans, a loosely constituted informal organization designed to

raise awareness of Mr. DiNicola's campaign among veterans. The

head of the group was Ron Reinig, a professor at Edinboro

University.

On or about October 15, 1996, Professor Reinig prepared

a letter that was mailed to approximately two hundred veterans.

Contrary to complainant's allegations, recipients of the letter

were not "automatically listed" as members of the Veterans. The

letter was only sent to those who had previously indicated their

support for Mr. DiNicola and who had authorized the Committee in

writing to indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. The

letter urged further support for Mr. DiNicola and invited

contributions to the campaign.

The letter was paid for and mailed by the Committee.

Contrary to complainant's allegations, the letter contained all

necessary information required by law. Each letter was accompanied

by a solicitation envelope containing all necessary information and

disclaimers required by federal law including, but not limited to#

(a) the fact that the solicitation was paid for by the ConItt,

(b) information regarding contribution limits, (c) the prohibition

on corporate checks, (d) the limit on cash contributions, (e)

notice that contributions are not tax deductible, and (f) a request

for each contributors name, address, occupation and employer. A

true and correct copy of the solicitation envelope is attaced''ft

the affidavit of Philip Friedman as Exhibit A.



Contrary to complainant's allegations, no anonymous

contributions were made to the campaign and no excessive

contributions were made or accepted. All contributions made in

response to the letter were made through use of the campaign

solicitation envelope and all required information was obtained for

reporting purposes. It is estimated that approximately $100-$200

was raised in responE3 to the letter.

Although the letter promised that an anonymous donor

would match any contributions to the Committee, the anonymous donor

was Professor Reinig which was obvious from the face of the letter.

All of Professor Reinig's contributions to the Committee have been

properly recorded. His total individual contributions to the
campaign amounted to ~-___ well below the individual limit of

$1000.

B. The Advertisement

On October 17, 1996, an advertisement appeared in the

Butler aale urging voters to support Kr. DLi~cola. The

advertisement was authorized and paid for by the Committee and wa

totally unrelated to the activities of the Veterans or Kr. Reinig,

although it mentioned that Mr. DiNicola was a veteran. The

advertisement inadvertently failed to contain a notice that it was

paid for and authorized by the Committee. This error was

inadvertent as demonstrated by the fact that all other neUqmpMt,

radio and television advertisements by the Committee contained an



appropriate authorization notice. Finally, the advertisement was

not one that would likely confuse voters as to who was sponsoring

the advertisement. It prominently displayed the logo of the

campaign and contained the address and phone number of the

campaign.

For the reasons set forth herein, the complaint should be

dismissed forthwith.

Very rl o

David L. Hunter, Jr.
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AFFIDAVIT OF RON RXINIG

I, Ron Reinig, being duly sworn, do depose and say:

1. I am a Professor at Edinboro University at Edinboro,

Pennsylvania. I formed Veterans for DiNicola ("Veterans") in or

about June of 1996 to promote the candidacy of Ron DiNicola among

veterans.

2. On or about October 15, 1996, I prepared a letter to

be sent to veterans who had previously indicated their support for

Mr. DiNicola and had authorized the Committee in writing to

indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. The letter was

mailed at the Committee's expense.

3. The anonymous donor referred to in the lter is me.

My contributions to the Comittee total approximatelyFi.

Pon R*i#A

STATE OF _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

COUJNTY OF ci-.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this /k ay of
d~ ~~1996.•

No Ur a ai
IB81ZWHa N,Nary Fkubbc

spa uf 3. 1 We



My Coission expLres:



AFVXMfVIT 0OF IUILXI S.I

I, Philip B. Friedman, being duly sworn, do depose and

say:

1. I am the campaign treasurer for the Ron DiNicola

for Congress Committee ("Committee").

2. Veterans for DiNicola ("Veterans") was formed in

or about June 1996 by Ron Reinig, a professor at Edinboro

University at Edinboro, Pennsylvania. The Veterans was formed to

promote the candidacy of Ron DiNicola among veterans.

3. The October 15, 1996 letter of Professor Reinig

was paid for and mailed by the Committee to approximately two

hundred veterans who had indicated their support for 14r. DW6i1A

and who had previously authorized the Committee in writing to

indicate publicly their support for Mr. DiNicola. Each letter

was accompanied by a solicitation envelope containing all

necessary information and disclaimers required by fig w

including, but not limited to, (a) the fact that the solicitation

was paid for by the Committee, (b) information



contribution limits, (c) the prohibition on corporate checks, (d)

the limit on cash contributions, (e) notice that contributions are

not tax deductible, and (f) a request for each contributors name,

address, occupation and employer. A true and correct copy of the

solicitation envelope is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

4. All contributions made in response to the letter

were made through use of the campaign solicitation envelope and

all required information was obtained for reporting purposes. It

is estimated that approximately $100-$200 was raised in response

to the letter. Although the letter promised that an anonymous

donor would match any contributions to the Committee, the

anonymous donor was Professor Reinig which was also obvious from

the face of the letter.

5. All of Professor Reinig's contributions to the

Corittee have been properly recorded. His total individi'al

contributions to the campaign amounted to $675.00, well below the

individual limit of $1000.

6. On October 17, 1996, an advertisement appeared ii

the Butler Eagle urging voters to support Mr. DiNicola. The

advertisement was authorized and paid for by the Coo ttee



totally unrelated to the activities of the Veterans or Mr. Reinig,

although it mentioned that Mr. DiNicola was a veteran. The

advertisement inadvertently failed to contain a notice that it was

paid for and authorized by the Committee. This error was

inadvertent as demonstrated by the fact that all other newspaper,

radio and television advertisements by the Committee contained an

appropriate authorization notice. The advertisement was not one

that would likely confuse voters as to who was sponsoring the

advertisement. It prominently displayed the logo of the

campaign and contained the address and phone number of the

campaign.

Phi/ip B. Friedman

State of Pennsylvania

Co,',nty of Erie

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 1lthday of

December, 1996.

No kry Publi
/ lu. P tU U W.

My Commission Expires: m d m

October 9, 1999 /
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P.O. Box 3588
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-STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

NAME OF COUNSEL:

FIRM:

_D1WD L. u=E. JR.

SEXEL, SOLYVOSI, BARRMN & HUNMR

ADDRESS:--_ 821 State Street

Erie, PA 16501

TELEPHONE:( 452-4473

FAX: 814 454-2371

The above-named Individual Is hereby designated as my counsel and is
. . t- rcceive any notications and other communications from the

, ' a:. on my behalf before the Commission.

Sign.turEDate

'ji: ~KW , I G

ADDRESS
P.O. Box 96

in PA 16412

TELEPHONE: HOME

BUSINESSL--

.' ' i". Z; 
-

a



DE All THE EUA ELECON COMMSON

ENFORCEMENT PRjOjHrY

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. I ODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as eitl

based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority S

is submitted to recommend that the Commission no long

0 II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

-- A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to
Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to !

pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues rai

relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do

e itu of reurts Central Enforcement Docket (CE) ev

Infer sing C1VmIVuion-approve criteria whic results in a Ii

case.

Closing such cases permits the Commission to focus its limited ri
imant caMes y pending before it. Bad upon dtds rev

U -_ wich do not wirant furher__ relate to ohm

tl~n cm MliiU 4400 (I~wd.A Cwsgv); MUM 4W3 (Ornowek Tom A

t~Nw~

Uer stale or of low priority

A=e (ENS. TIs repor

e purme thoe cam

Other Case Pending

the lagth of their

sed in the matteas

not Warnt furthr

ewemve

'-M4

!1'



A dits chn 1to this report cwitsim su rl of eah case tWd S r g f

factors leading to assignment of a low priority and recoMM tion nt to furthr

pursue the matter.

B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and rerra to

ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more distant in time

usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to the fact that the

evidence of such activity becomes more remote and consequently more difficult to

develop. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more signifcant activiy also

has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated community. In

recognition of these facts, EPS also provides us with the means to identify those cse

which, though earning a higher rating when received, remained unassigned due to a lack

of resources for effective investigation. The utility of commencing an investiatko

declines as these cases age, until they reach a point when activation of a cme wuld n

be an efficient use of the Commission's resources.

Cowgres); M~UR 4522 (Republicon P" of Sew County), MJR 452 (Cong. An"A Sinbud) Mi=
(Danny Covington Campap Fund Committe); MUR 4526 (HWL for Cwquvu) M AOL

Conres); MUR 4529 (Nkf Kiuqfsr Congiss) MUR 4532 (Ohmn's Comu.~fiw GftA
4M35 (Viuckky fiw C=nrSm). MUR 4537 (Di Nicole for Congress b= 4M (3m 3
(3lqgevic fir Cougres) MUR 4550 (Frk"d of VW1Wp for Cosqgmvee MUM 4551 ( n.
4W (De Le Rom. for Congrs) MUM 45W (BA Imrfor Cqi MUM 4W6 Panip
MMl4642(M*ynE.LS~ MUR 4W4 (Al wo* b=UM P ( Cso-__01
&MWS ( Voansf S~u&*MI" 4W7 (kw Zion RUW wt MMh
MUM 456 (WI BSakvr Conres) MMR 4555 (NnV fif COUVNgrss; MMl 4513 fQ O

TMe US Dbt Coont for ft Dbkie of CohmbIs

Q MW; . ,:Mix W ......



Twety om ca have remabed on the Cen-*- Bdfn r r nt Dod ior a

sufficient period of time to render them stale, all of which are recommended for cle

in this Report.' This group includes four MURs that became stale several monls ago

but were held pending criminal prosecution by the Department of Justice. DOJ obnd

convictions in the two criminal cases related to these four MURs (U.S. v. Jay Kim and U.S.

v. Dynamic Energy Resources) based upon guilty pleas by the key defendants, who are also

the principal respondents in our pending matters. Pursuit of civil enforcement action in

view of the satisfactory results obtained in the criminal cases would not be the ncut

effective use of the Commission's scarce resources at this time.

)
,)

-)

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretM d

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective August 29,1997. Cloin thm icas

4 Th cm are: M 4274 (COPAC'; MiM ( OMON
Sweknte MR 46 (ABC-TV) MM 4368 (Citize Binm R.at)
MilK 4380 (AFCE Lmm 2M9 ?AQ; MMl 4385 (Difr Cm)* UMR4MS I- AL

Mi 49, (A M q'S 5 1 4U4IIII..... d~ "bw mM 4M7 losw Chid J 4Ma~...h
aW nd N-M (P"v* Na"tW .B e* & Thst).

5Thu case ame h=l 3V9 fta Kimfi Cuvm); UM 37W ft' bim MMl 4M (n*) MM
0%(ym w ewm.I
M I of ft amid""
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dosing letters and case film for the public record.

IL AU

A. Deine to op a MUR, close the file effective August 29, 197, and LpptOW the

appropriate letters in the foliowing matters:

Pre-MUR 336 Pre-MUR 352

B. Take no action, dose the file effective August 29,1997, and appv the appropriate

letters in the following matters:

MUR 3796

MUR 3798

MUR 4274

MUR 4275

MUR 4356

MUR 4358

MUR 4361

MUR 4368

MUR 4380

MUR 4385

MUR 4386

MUR 4396

MUR 4404

MUR 4410

MUR 4417

MUR 4422

MUR 4470

MUR 4478

MUR 4492

MUR4498

MUR 4506

MUR4512

MUR 4517

MUR 4518

MUR 4520

MUR 4522
MUR 45W3

MUR 4524

MUR 4526

MUR 4528

MUR 4529

MUR 4532

MUR 4535

MUR4537

MUR 4541

MUR4546

M 4u 0

MAUIR

MUR 47

MUR4559
MUR 4560

MUR4562

MUR 4566

MUR 4574

MUR 4576

MUR 4579

MUR4590

MUR 4564

MUR 4M

MUR4613

Gmera-bAe

CuMe --- _
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BFR T=l FIDRAL EZLCTIOI CCONUmIZ O

xn the Matter of

Unforcemwt Priority
Agenda Document No. 297-55

CERTIFCATN

I, Marjorie W. ]imon, recording secretary for the

Federal Election ComINission executive session on August 19,

1997, do hereby certify that the Comission decided by a

vote of 4-1 to take the following actions with respect to

Agenda Document No. X97-55:

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective August 29, 1997, and approve
the appropriate letters in the following
matters:

1. Pre-MUR 336. 2. Pro-MUR 352.

B. Take no action, close the file effective
August 29, 1997, and approve the appropriate
letters in the following matters:

1. MUR 3796. 2. MDI 3798. 3. Nun 44.a

4. 3UR 427S. 5. UM4356. 6. O

7. MMI 4361. 8. MUR 4368. 9. =a 4s.

10. MUR 4385. 11. MI 4386. 12. MDR 4396.

13. MUR 4404. 14. MDR 4410. 15. Um 447.

16. MUR 4422. 17. MUR 4470. 18. U 41Rto

I



Federal Uleotion Coissioc
Certification: nforcmnt Priority
August .9, 1997

Mr 4492.

MUR 4512.

MUR 4520.

MUR 4524.

MUR 4529.

MUR 4537.

MUR 4550.

MUR 4559.

MUR 4566.

MUR 4579.

IU! 4588.

20.

23.

26.

29.

32.

35.

38.

41.

44.

47.

50.

MUR 4498.

MaR 4517.

Mai 4522.

MUR 4526.

MUR 4532.

MUR 4541.

MUR 4551.

MUR 4560.

MU! 4574.

MUR 4580.

MUR 4613.

21.

24.

27.

30.

33.

36.

39.

42.

45.

48.

MUR 4506.

Ma 4518.

Mir 4523.

UM 4528

Max 4535.

xa 4548

Max 4557.

MR 4562.

MaR 4576.

MUR 4584.

Conissioners Aikens, McDonald, Moa~rry, and !homs

voted affirmatively for the decision; C-wis--_-U--_

Attests

Date

0

Page 2

19.

22.

25.

25.

31.

34.

37.

40.

43.

46.

49.

0 )A 
... rmII ou e o . nw - ___-
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C 20463

AugM 29, 1997

C'ETUM ,-nBL

Ted Maness, Executive Director
National Republican Congression Commtme
320 First Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Mr. Maness:

On October 23, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received Mnis Ciao's
complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campain Act of 1971, as
aen e ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission ho ldenuim o
r) exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the respondeN. 36tachod

narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this a on Augun 29,1997. This
matter will become pan of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a o seek judicial reviw of t C-_-' *in of
this action. & 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX8).

Sisem.ly.r ,

F. Amhkew Turld

~,, ~. ~f

- P Im
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MUR 4537
Di NicoL FOR CONGRESS

Maria Cino, former Executive Director of the National Republican Congrelioml
Committee, alleges that DiNicola for Congress (the "Committee") and Veterans for Dolicol
("Veterans") failed to add disclaimers to a solicitation and an advertisement. She fuin alles
that Veterans unlawfully promised that an "anonymous veteran" would match any funds
members contributed to the Committee. This, she states, violates the Federal Election Camp
Act because anonymous contributions cannot exceed $50.

Respondent Committee states that it paid for the letter which Veterans' head, Ron Roiig
prepared for established members of his group. The Committee attaches copies of the
solicitation envelope and information card, which provided the supporters with all necessmy
disclaimer information, requested occupation and employer information on each contributor, and
informed contributors that contributions are not tax deductible. Furthermore, the C mie
states that no anonymous contributions were made or accepted. The anonymous donor ws
never anonymous, but was Mr. Reinig, whos: total contribution, was $675. As for the
advertisement, the Committee admits that it inadvertently failed to include an
disclaimer, though it claims that all other similar advertisements were done correctly.

Respondent Ron Reinig's response was materially similar to the Committee's.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the Com



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC. Z3O3

Augot 29, 1997

Treasurer
Veterans for DiNicola
P.O. Box 596
Edinboro, PA 16412

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Sir or Madam:

On October 30,1996, the Federal Election Commisio aotified you oft mind
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campgn Act of 1971, as amended A copy
of the complaint was encoed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commi son h d to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against Veterans for Diol aa mad
you. as treasurer See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this
matter on August 29, 1997.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)X12) no lonera p md his mter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the pWi d
• %ithin 30 days. this could occu at my time foling cftica ite f do Q- ::*

If you wish to sdmit my faal or legal marls to appeuon the poe M m, Oim.
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record pr to anoss

-) additional materials, any permissible sumI siout, will be added to the pbbc uw v"
received.

If you hamw m-9y, i 0 0M t Jeuiflr Iam w .

-7-4

424-"9530. Owr I" mnll isl ( '2W936;0. T : "

F.Aumw

AUachm~m
Narrative

" ,. I



MUR 4537
Di NicoIA FOR CONGRESS

Maria Cino, former Executive Director of the National Republican Congeiona
Committee, alleges that DiNicola for Congress (the "Committee") and Veterans for DiNicola
("Veterans") failed to add disclaimers to a solicitation and an advertisement. She further ali
that Veterans unlawfully promised that an "anonymous veteran" would match any funds
members contributed to the Committee. This, she states, violates the Federal Election Camp
Act because anonymous contributions cannot exceed $50.

Respondent Committee states that it paid for the letter which Veterans' head, Ron Reinig,
prepared for established members of his group. The Committee attaches copies of the
solicitation envelope and information card, which provided the supporters with all necessay
disclaimer information, requested occupation and employer information on each contributo, ad
informed contributors that contributions are not tax deductible. Furthermore, the Committee
states that no anonymous contributions were made or accepted. The anonymous donor was
never anonymous, but was Mr. Reinig, whose total contribution was $675. As for the
advertisement, the Committee admits that it inadvertently failed to include an appropriate
disclaimer, though it claims that all other similar advertisements were done correctly.

Respondent Ron Reinig's response was materially similar to the Committee's.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the Com

• . .



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2043

August 29, 1997

David L Himr, Jr., Esq.
Segel, Soymsk Dwron & Huar
821 Sate Street
Erie, PA 16501

RE: MUR 4537
Ronald Reinig

Dear Mr. Hunter:

On October 30, 1996, Ihe Federal Election Cormision notified yowurk c6(gcacomplaint alleging certain vlations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, aamended. A copy of the compint was enclosed withat noificatio.

• After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Comnion hol i toexercise its Prosecutorial discretion an to take no action against your c n Wnarrative. Accordingly, the Commi.-ssion closed its file in this mte on Augut 29, 1997.
SThe confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)( 2) no loWn apld dW ,,,,is now public In addition, although the complete file must be p a , p--; ow-within 30 days, this could o at MY time fllowin cei fc o ofeIf yvou w ish to subm it a y f m o legal mm the -shl, "...... .. of:-. -'-" -mfrht ae am on PI be min Nas sonas possible. While hefile maybe placed on the pulic reco rr so- .additional ma-erials, my p eri sible s iowill be added to Impii. e

--yi..... ay --mm J fr,- my m

Sincerel,

V "ou w

l CAN



MUR 4537
Di NicoLA FOR CONGRESS

Maria Cino, former Executive Director of the National Republican Congreusioaal
Committee, alleges that DiNicola for Congress (the "Committee") and Veterans for DiNicola
("Veterans") failed to add disclaimers to a solicitation and an advertisement. She further aliqes
that Veterans unlawfully promised that an "anonymous veteran" would match any funds
members contributed to the Committee. This, she states, violates the Federal Election
Act because anonymous contributions cannot exceed $50.

Respondent Committee states that it paid for the letter which Veterans' head, Ron Reinig
prepared for established members of his group. The Committee attaches copies of the
solicitation envelope and information card, which provided the supporters with all necessary
disclaimer information, requested occupation and employer information on each contributor, ad
informed contributors that contributions are not tax deductible. Furthermore, the Committee
states that no anonymous contributions were made or accepted. The anonymous donor was
never anonymous, but was Mr. Reinig, whose total contribution was $675. As for the
advertisement, the Committee admits that it inadvertently failed to include an appropriate
disclaimer, though it claims that all other similar advertisements were done correctly.

Respondent Ron Reinig's response was materially similar to the Committee's.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.

V,



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

Augun 2 997

Philip Friedman, Treasuer
Ron DiNicola for CoMpess
Ambrose, Friedman and Weichler
319 West Eighth Street
Ene. PA 16502-1495

RE: MUR 4537

Dear Mr. Friedman:

On October 30, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a mhitallegin certain violations of the Fedeal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 3 Amende. A copyof the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

C3 After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has .elsrnined toexercise its prosecutorial discreion and to take no action against Ron DiNicola fir Caessand you. as treasurer attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in
this matter on August 29, 1997.

The confidentiality provision of 2 U.S.C. § 4 3 7(aX12)no im r applymdl smeow
us now public. In addition although the complet file must be placed aft pubszm'midw ithn 30 days. dos could occ at my tine folWno, catifion VOCLnetIf You wish to subnit am faul or legal materials to appear on the public N 4 do soas soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the plf record -is ID,

SSOW

~uua mteils a""eMisil imsin will be sidt h uI w~

044)0. oal uaue is (202) 219-3690.

F. A.



MUR 4537
Di NicoLA FOR CONGRESS

Maria Cino, former Executive Director of the National Republican Congresionl
Committee, alleges that DiNicola for Congress (the "Committee") and Veterans for Di~ixola
("Veterans") failed to add disclaimers to a solicitation and an advertisement. She furtherba s
that Veterans unlawfully promised that an "anonymous veteran" would match any funds
members contributed to the Committee. This, she states, violates the Federal Election CaznpIn
Act because anonymous contributions cannot exceed $50.

Respondent Committee states that it paid for the letter which Veterans' head, Ron Reinig,
prepared for established members of his group. The Committee attaches copies of the
solicitation envelope and information card, which provided the supporters with all necessary
disclaimer information, requested occupation and employer information on each conaributor, uad
informed contributors that contributions are not tax deductible. Furthermore, the Comm e
states that no anonymous contributions were made or accepted. The anonymous donor was
never anonymous, but was Mr. Reinig, whose total contribution was $675. As for the
advertisement, the Committee admits that it inadvertently failed to include an apprpriate
disclaimer, though it claims that all other similar advertisements were done correctly.

Respondent Ron Reinig's response was materially similar to the Committee's.

This matter is less significarn relative to other matters pending before the Commision
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