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Washington, DC 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Re2: Complaint Against Hoeffel for Congress
Committee (13th Congressional District, Pennsylvania)

. D=2ar Sir/Madam:

T Please be advised that I am sending this letter to you to
conszitute a complaint or request for an investigation of a
possible complaint against the Hoeffel for Congress Ccmmittee

) wizh regard to what I believe was an improper act which occurred

i n October 2, 1996.

At that time. Mrs. Hilary Clinton and Congressional
3 Candidate Joseph Hoeffel were provided with auditorium time,
space and services by the School District of Cheltenham Township,
T Mon~<zo2mery County, Pennsylvania.

I have personally looked into to this matter and have
ttaci = a few newspaper reports concerning this event. Although
was not present, it appears that a political campaign rally was
_____ . Hoeffel, personally, at the Cheltenham Township
igh Schocl. Mrs. Clintcn also appeared at this meeting, but
apparently her comments were within the bounds of comments which
could be made by a First Lady during a non-political event.
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According to my infcrmation, the reports read, as well as
tne reports attached, Mr. Hoeffel does acknowledgs that the event
was political in nature.
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It is my further understanding that the son of the Chairman
of the Cheltenham Township Democratic Party was one of the two
student speakers. The son, Jonathan Vogel, clearly provided what
would be considered a political speech to benefit Mr. Hoeffel. I
personally appeared before the School Board of Cheltenham
Township on October 8, 199€¢ at which time I requested that the
School District bill Mr. Hoeffel for use of the auditcrium space,
inasmuch as the event was used by Mr. Hoeffel as a political
campaign stop. It is my understanding that the Hceffel campaign
has not as yet been billed.

Although the actions of the School District cf Cheltenham
may in fact be an improper campaign contribution, it appears to
me that the School Board leader did not fully intend this to be a
political event, and were rather tricked or misled by the Hoeffel
campaign.

I have enclosed a press release with regard to the Federal
Election Commission’s Advisory Opinion that CompuServe
Incorporated could not provide the candidates for federal oZfice
with free access to the Internet, World Wide Web, and CompuServe
Information Service. The FEC apparently ruled that providing
this free access would be considered an in-kind donation by a
corporaticn to candidates which is not permissible under Section
441 (b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

It appears to me that the School District of Cheltenham’s
providing Mr. Hceffel with the apparently free space constitutes
possible violation of the following:

1. Receipt of imprcper campaign contribution frcm a
corporaticn, a non-registered political acticn cormittee or a
similar disallowed entity;

2. Receipt of a contribution in-kind from a Federal
Government Contractor (it is my understanding that the School
District cf Cheltenham dces provide services to and receive money
from the Federal Government) ;
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3. Presumed failure to report the receipt of a contribution
in-kind or pay for same;

4. Receiving contributions from an unregistered committee;

5. Failure to provide contributor information;

6. Failure to register and report contribution.

I am request that the Federal Election Commission review
this matter and take whatever action it believes is called for
under the circumstances.

It is my understanding that the within letter does
constitute a formal complaint K (or request for investigation) aad
accordingly, I have had this document notarized (which I also
believe is required).

Please advise me cf developments, as required. It should be
noted that I am a resident and tax payer in the 13th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania.

Veyy truly yoyrs,

HMH/jon

Sworn to and subscribed

beZz;p me this A/b day
of .

NOTARY PYBLIC ¢/ (_/




HOWARD M. HYMAN
28 CHURCH RCAD
ELKINMS PARK. PA. 19027

WORK (215) 725-1950

October 21, 1996

F=deral Election Commission

923 "E" Street, NW Reqular Majl
Wzshington, DC 20463

R=: Complaint Against Hoeffel for Congress
Committee (13th Congressional District, Pennsylvania)

D=ar Sir/Madam:

I am again enclosing a copy of my letter/comslaint to vou
d:ned Octcber 18, 199¢ tcgether with three pages of exhibits
(m.ewspaper clippings) whiclk may have not been attached to the
previously submitted Octcber 18, 1996 letter.

Would you please see that these attachments are associated
with the previously submitted letter.

Very truly ypurs,

SHaefl

HOWARD
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/.
Federal Election Commission Ruling Refuses
CompuServe Request

Columbus, Ohio, May 23, 1996

The Federal Election Commission (FEC) has issued an advisory opinion on CompuServe
Incorporated’s request for ruling submitted 1n January. CompuServe sought to offer free access to
the Internet, the World Wide Web and the CompuSene® Information Service to all federal
pohitical candidates during the election year The FEC ruled against allowing candidates to accept
the free ofter. although CompuServe was not in violation of the law by making the offer. The FEC
ruled that as federal election law now stands, free access must be considered an in-kind donation
by a corporation to candidates, which 1s not permissible under Section 44 1b of the Federal
Election Campaign Act

In November 1995, CompuSene introduced its "Election Connection” (sm) online area. This
included extensive news and campaign coverage. political debate areas, candidate information
and more As pari of this program, CompuServe announced plans to offer the free memberships
for the campaign vear to all candidates of any (or no) party affiliation to encourage direct
candidate commumication with the electorate and online discussions and debates Before this offer
was accepted by any candidate. however, CompuSene learned of news reports in which an FEC
representative was quoted questiontng whether acceptance of this free access might violate the
ban on corporate donations to candidates

"We are ven disappointed that the FEC s ruling was against ofTering free accounts,” said
Denmis D Marteuccr. CompuSene president. Online Senices "We had hoped to broaden the
exchange of 1deas and further pohincal discourse among the online members of the electorate by
helping candidates of all parties at the national and state level go online At present. only a small
percentage of candidates have an Intemnet presence. while millions of voters regularhy go online
for information gathering and discusston

"With our extensive network and tools like the Home Page Wizard(tm) web page design
software. CompuSene 1s weli equipped to help open the channels of online communication in the
pehtical arena,” Matteuccr continued "We do believe we have at least opened the door to
discussions of how the law should be applied to the emerging world of cyberspace. These
discussions will continue "

Potitical discussion areas on CompuSene include the Issucs Forum (GO ISSUES), the Political
Debate Forum (GO POLITICS), Town Hall \GO TOWNHALL), The Week's Issue (GO
NEWPEOQ), the White House Forum (GO WHITEHOUSE), the Democratic Forum (GO
DEMOCRATS), the Republican Forum (GO REPUBLICAN), the Concord Caalition Forum (GO
CONCORD) and online Congressional Tracking (GO BUDGET)

CompuSene 1s an H&R Block (NYSE HRB) company

Founded in 1955, H&R Block 1s a diversified services company and the world's leading tax
preparation and online information services. H&R Block Tax Services handled almost one in
every seven returns filed with the Intemmal Revenue Service in 1995, senving 17.1 million
taxpayers in more than 9,500 offices worldwide. CompuServe operates the most comprehensive
online network in the world, providing services to more than 950 corporate accounts and about 5
millic « users in 185 countries.
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Cheltenham crities o 8.2

say Hillary Clinton
visit was politicized

Her visit was supposed to be educational, but a bit

i of local campaigning went on, some said.

By Kristin Yaughan
INQUIRER CORRESPONDENT
CHELTENHAM — Its advance bill-
ing called it an educational event.
But coming as it did about a month

heated Montigomery County con-
gressional race, Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s visit here last week took
on a political tone that shll has
some school district officials and
residents riled up

School board President Emily
Greenberg said that when the Clin-
ton-Gore campaign proposed the
Oct. 3 visit to her four days hefore-
hand, all parties agreed that 1t
would be a discussion of educa-
tional atfairs, not a polinical event
for 200 Cheltenham High School stu-
dents, facully and parents

And even though all three Mont-
County commissioners
were invited., Greenberg said yes-

‘ before Election Day and amid a
|

! terday that the district did not

know that County Commissioner Jo-

| seph M. Hoeflel 3d, the Democratic

candidate in the 13th Congressional
District, was going to tntroduce the
first lady and make a campaign
speech.

The visit delivered “partisan com-
ments and unexpected public cam-
pdgnln& Greenberg. a Democrat,
said at Tuesday night’s school board
meeting. “What we got was not what
we thought we were going to get ™"

Resident Howard llyman, a Re-

ublican who ran for the school

rd in 1993, took the criticism a
step further. “What was done might
constitute an improper |politicall
contribution now that we know that
they turned this around to cam-
paign and [that] we were used.”

In a prepared statement yester-
day, Hoeffel said: “I was invited by
the Clinton-Gore campaign, who or-
glinized the event, to speak about
education and 1o introduce the first
lady. | spoke without invoking my

nt's name or trying to score
ml nis. My only intention
‘was 1o some ideas about cur-
challenges in education policy

and to provide a warm introduction
for a leader | admire.” Hoeffel is
running against Republicap US.
Rep. Jon D. Fox. e

Tricia Enright, a Clinton-Gore
campaign spokeswoman, said in an
interview yesterday: “It definitely
was not a rally.”

Residents at the board meeting
also said that the high school prin-
cipal’'s selection of John Vogel as

me of twa student speakers during
Clinton’s visit appeared 1o be a poln-
tcal move on the district’s part. Vo
2e¢l who openly supported Hoeffel
in his speech, 1s the son of Morris
Vogel, cochairman of the Chelten-
ham Demaocratic Party

Although he did not name Fox, 8
Cheltenham High graduate, in his
speech, John Vogel said, 1 wouldn™t
vate for someone who vated to cut
student jcollege! loans by S10 bil-
lion, even if his picture is in ™he
Cheltenham Student Hall of Fame.”

That remark was not in the
speech Vogel submitted for ap-
proval in advance. Greenberg said,
adding that Vogel was reprimanded
and must send written apologies to
the school board and the superin-
tendent.

Al Tuesday’s meeting, Greenberg
defended principal Joseph Rodgers’
decision to select Vogel. “He's an
honor student and actually got it on
merit.” she said. “The high school
principal doesn't live in the district
and didn't know” Vogel's f{ather’s
position, she said.

Yesterday, Greenberg called the
event a miscommunication, but still
an honor. “l don't like what hap-
pened here, but | am honored that
there are 21 Montgomery County
school districts and they chose
Cheltenham. We didn't ask, justiihe
we didn't ask George Bush, Donna
Shalala, Arlen Specter or Jon Fox in
the past when they came here.”

Added Greenberg, “if Mra. Dole
would call me and 1-1'1 hf‘u ;

m still '-g. ‘Fine "
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Hillary Rodham Chinton

'

Campaign '96

First lady draws a crowd
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Eastern Montgomery Edition of The Jutelligencer
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Hillary Rodham Chintor: speaks 10 students faculty and admnstrators al Cheftenham High School on educstional issues last Thursday She later vised the Penn State Abington-Ogontz Campus for g poiitical rafly

First lady visits students in Cheltenham, supporters in Abington

W Chiwtem from Page 1

facy Tolerance and owibity are the
bedio h values. she found, i & vivit 1o the
former Yuguslavia

“Educatton. in and of usell. may or
may not be sameihing that leads to
progress,” Chinton sasd nouny that many
of those who carnied ul the murderous
“ethnie cleansing™ 1n Hosnia were not
only college graduaies bui people with
advanced degrees

Clinton. whose daughier Chelsea grad-
uates high school nexi vear, saved her
mosl epcouraging message lor the stu-

Some Roslyn students to return Oct. 21

Jents themselves

“T'd ike 10 see more posilive attention
pard 10 Amencan teen agers because |
tunk you have carnad 1. € linton ki the
upperclasmen

Ron Ranien. the president of the Chel
tenham Educators’ Association, sand the
first tady d1a not peed o 1ook far tor
pupils deserving recogmiion. “We have
some very good examples of what 1s goud
about teen-agers in Uy audience,” Rameri
saxd “Sometimiey they get « bad rap

“1 guess some peopie think teen agers
are more like cluldren than they are young
adults,” Ramen sad, “but having 1aught in

high schoal 1t never ceases o amaze me
whai these kids are Capabie of doing
1t sounds chohé bui (hese hids are the
future
Chintan s appeatance added her name
tua list of recent speakers at the lugh
schoal whi b ludes President George
Bush and secretary of Headth and Human
Services [omna B Shalala
I was here last vear when (Shalala)
gave her talk so it showe that Cheltenham
1 a very well known sotonol.” saad Micsh
Schntiman a Chelienham senior
At Penn Siate, where most of the peo
ple atiending the rally came from outide

the wca, Clinton emphasized the need 10
hire more police and 10 get assault
weapons out of the hands of gangs and
conunals ” The current gun laws, she saxd
need 1v be expanded w0 peopie convicled
uf dinestic violence cannol get guna

The fust lady alvo urged people 10 par
ucipate in the politi al process “Every
one of us should vote, It 13 the most
imponant of our nghts,” Clinton sad ~“We
will be elecung the last president of thus
century and the first president of the 2151
century

Heather Denehy, a junior st Villanova
Unsversity, had atiended a Bob Dole

il

Short
Staft W ner

Flood displaced Roslyn Ele
mentary Schou! students, who are
attending class temporanly at
Keneseth Israel Synagogue n
Elkiny Park . will return o thewr
farmubiar school (ut 21

Third through sixth grade siu
dents wall have (lass in the John
son Aveswr wing and (wy modula
classrooms Dunng the next week
parents will receive detailed mfor
MALON CORCETRINE Fisim Swign

pancy.” said James McCaffery
supennicndeal at a school board
meeting Tuesday night. resding
from Kline's leier, which wes sent
home 1o pasenis Prday
McCaffery added that all the
results of the a:r wesis wipes and
visusl inpecuon came back nega
uve.
“Based on sampled resulty there
appears 1o be fo reason
why ihe Johasion
Avenur wing can | be
reopened. sasd McCal
fery He added that they

Jaclyn Dougheny's note  'Can | do
anything 1o be!p you on K17 You
have been so gracious 1o vw
school Thank you su much and
remember, if you need anytung ask
Unformunasely for the sobiool dis
o, she probuahly canm belp dsem

with theu lasew Qulemima
The school suflcred an est
maed $ anlion
darnages fromn the Pomad

Sy &

b looks hie the fed
era! povernment v MM

o

speech on her campus and came 0 Penn
Swie 10 compare Lhe twe parues. “1 really
liked what | hewd & made wense. (Chin-
ton) had things 10 back wp what she was
saying.” sad Denehy.

Far Randi Winterman of Rochester,
N.Y. the abuadancs of young giris in the
sudience boded well for the future.

“These kuds are wiking about what 1t
will be like when they'rs the presiden: of
the United States and will there be a first
man.” said Winterman. 1 tunk that's the
most exciung thing ~ for them 10 heas 2
role mode| like Hillary Clinton. It opens
up a world of possibilities.”




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463
October 28, 1996

Howard M. Hyman
28 Church Road
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Dear Mr. Hyman:

This letter acknowledges receipt on October 21, 1996, of the complaint you filed
alleging possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). The respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on

your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be swomn to in the same manner
as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4526. Please refer to this
number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 28, 1998

Jerald Green, Treasurer
HoefYel for Congress Committee
PO Box 746

Blue Bell, PA 19422

MUR 4526

Dear Mr. Green:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the Hoeffel
for C yngress Committee (“Committee”™) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal

i Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.

We have numbered this matter MUR 4526. Please refer to this number in all future

correspondence.

- Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.

: Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
= be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephon: number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sigcerely,

T. Secalander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 28, 1996

Joseph M. HoefTel, 111
1908 Lycoming Avenue
Abington, PA 19001

Dear Mr. Hoeffel:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act"). A copy of
the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4526. Please refer to this

number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)}(4XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

rely,

T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 28, 1096

Emily Greenberg, President
School District of Cheltenham Township
8215 Cedar Road

Elkins Park, PA 19027

MUR 4526
Dear Ms. Greenberg:
The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the School
District of Cheltenham Township may have viclated the Federal Election Campaign Act of

’ 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this
‘ matter MUR 4526. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
T be taken against the School District of Cheltenham Township in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
: should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 deys of
- receipt of this letter. If no response is received withiu 15 days, the Commwnlnyﬂr
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone sumber
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

leen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
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ATTN: General Counsel’s Office
RE: MUR 4526
Gentlemen:

Please be advised that we are Solicitor for the School
District of Cheltenham Township, a respondent in the above matter,
having received a copy of the complaint and the letter from the FEC
on November 2, 1996. We enclose herewith the duly executed
Statement of Designation of Counsel as well as the Response of the
School District of Cheltenham Township to the complaint filed in
this matter.

We would respectfully suggest that this complaint hardly
warrants the use of Commission resources, and we would request its
dismissal.

Y Ayou

DMJ/dh

cc: Ms. Emily Greenberg
br. Thomas R. Stretton
Mr. James R. Tufano

Enclosure




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

RE:MUR 4526

RESPONSE OF SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CHELTEWHAM TOWNSHIP

The response of the School District of Cheltenham
Township to the complaint of Howard M. Hyman in the above matter
respectfully represents as follows:

1s The event which took place on October 3, 1996, at
the Cheltenham High School was not a political rally. The local
township commissioners, four Republicans and three Democrats, were
invited to attend. It was presented to the District as an
opportunity for students, staff, administrators, and guests to hear
Mrs. Hillary Clinton, the wife of the President of the United
States, discuss educational issues, and that is in fact what took
place. Most of those present, of course, were not even of voting
age. Mrs. Clinton made no partisan or political remarks, made no
reference to Republicans or Democrats, did not mention either her
husband’s opponent or the incumbent U.S. Congressman for the 13tk
District, Jon Fox, and conducted herself in a way which even the
complainant concedes was "within the bounds” for "a non-political
event."

2. Montgomery County Commissioner Joseph M. Hoeffel,
who was a candidate for Congress in the 13th District, introduced

Mrs. Clinton, and his remarks were also non-partisan and non-

political. Mr. Hoeffel made reference to his candidacy for




Congress in a jocular manner, as increasing his status within his
own family, and he stated his disapproval of Congress cutting back
on student loans, but he made no negative references to his
opponent or to the opposing party.

3. The only partisan or inappropriate remarks were made
by one of the two students who spoke. While the student did not
refer to Congressman Fox by name, he made clear reference to him in
a negative manner. However, it should be noted that the student’s
speech had been reviewed ahead of time by the assistant
superintendent, and the inappropriate remarks were not in the
speech when it was reviewed but were inserted after the review.

4. It is complained of that the student who made the

inappropriate remarks was the son of the township Democratic co-

chairman; however, the principal who selected him is not a resident

of the township and did not know of this family connection. The
principal selected the student because he was a member of the
National Honor Society, a good writer and speaker, and interested
in politics.

8. The School District has reprimanded the student
involved for his inappropriate remarks as well as for changing the
content of his talk after its being reviewed and has required him
to send written apologies to the Board and school officials.

6. The complainant Howard M. Hyman was not present at
the event at the high school on October 3, 1996, and has filtered
what information he has received through his viewpoint as an active

Republican. This, however, cannot change what was a non-partisan

-




discussion of educational issues, marred by inappropriate remarks
by a student unconnected to either the campaign of Mr. Hoeffel or
Mrs. Clinton’s husband, to a political rally.

7. The School District denies that any of the six
"possible violations" cited in the complaint occurred.

8. To conclude, the School District calls the
Commission’s attention to the photo caption from page 3 of The

Times Chronicle of October 9, 1996, attached as a part of Hyman’s

complaint, and submits that the said caption properly summarizes

the difference between the event at Cheltenham High School on
October 3, 1996, and the subsequent event at Penn State Abington-
Ogontz campus: "Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks to students, faculty
and administrators at Cheltenham High School on educational issues
last Thursday. She later visited the Penn State Abington-Ogontz
Campus for a political raily."

9. The School District respectfully requests that the

complaint of Howard M. Hyman be dismissed.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF chrnnu
8 'POTASH( V
VID M. JORDAN,

ATTORNEYS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT
OF CHELTENHAM TOWNSHIP




COMMOMWEALTE OF PENNSYLVANIA:

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY:

EMILY GREEMBERG, being duly sworn according to law,
deposes and says that she is the President of the School District
of Cheltenham Township, the respondent, and authorized to make this
affidavit on its behalf; that the averments of the within response

are true and correct to the best of her knowledge, information and

belief.

“

E it

EMILY GREENBERG =

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED
4

before me this _( day

of "7@%&&&, , 1996.

— r .
Gitua. A & dus
NOTARY PUBLIC /

NOTARIAL SEAL
PATRICIA A EDNEY, Notary Public
Cheltenham Twp . Monigomery Co.

My Commizrion Expires Apri 7, 1997 |




MUR 4526
NAME OF COUNSEL: David M. Jordan
T TRM: Wisler, Pearlstine, lalone, Craig, Garrity & Potash, LLP
ADDRESS: 484 Norristown Road; Ste. 100
Blue Bell, PA 19422

TELEPHONE: 610-825-8400
FAX: 610-628-4887

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel
and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before
the Commission.

/- 7-9 Eny distfay

Date Signature

RESPONDENT'S NAME: School District of Cheltenham Township
Emily Greenberg, President

ADDRESS: 1000 Ashbournme Road
Elkins Park, PA 19027

TELEPHONE: HOME:
BUSINESS: (215) 886-9500




AGENDA DOCUMENT X97-55

O
FEC:

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

'Jn.u. L

In the Matter of '!

“UUII :-;

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low priority
based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System (EPS). This report

is submitted to recommend that the Commission no longer pursue these cases.

CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A.  Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases Pending
Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their
pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the matters
relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not warrant further
expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED) evaluates each incoming
matter using Commission-approved criteria which results in a numerical rating of each
case. :
Closing such cases permits the Commission to focus its limited resources on more
important cases presently pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified

34 cases which do not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.!

1 These cases are: MUR“?OW#C@:WLMURM(OMIWTMWLMMW"
Pt MUE 408 (Dl Rl o LR 4206 (T o Tof LU AR SO it
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Attachment 1 to this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the

factors leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further

pursue the matter.

B. Stale Cases

Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and referrals to
ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more distant in time
usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to the fact that the
evidence of such activity becomes more remote and consequently more difficult to
develop. Focusing investigative efforts on more recent and more significant activity also
has a more positive effect on the electoral process and the regulated community. In
recognition of these facts, EPS also provides us with the means to identify those cases
which, though earning a higher rating when received, remained unassigned due to a lack
of resources for effective investigation. The utility of commencing an investigation
declines as these cases age, until they reach a point when activation of a case would not

be an efficient use of the Commission’s resources.

Congress); MUR 4522 (Republican Party of Bexar County), N{UR 4523 (Cong. Andres Seastrand); MUR 4524
(Danny Covington Campaign Fund Committee), MUR 4526 (Hoeffell for Congress); MUR 4528 (Pele King for
Congress); MUR 4529 (Pete King for Congress);, MUR 4532 (Citizen’s Committee for Gilman for Congress); MUR
4535 (Visclosky for Congress); MUR 4537 (Di Nicola for Congress); MUR 4541 (Ross Perof)y MUR 4548
{Blagajevich for Congress); MUR 4550 (Friends of Wamp for Congress); MUR 4551 (johm N. Heslebller); m
4557 (De La Rosa for Congress); MUR 4559 (Bill Baker for Congress); MUR 4560 (George Stuart Jr. for

MUR 4562 (Wayne E. Schile); MUR 4566 (Al Gore); MUR 4574 (Danny Covington Campaign Fund

MUR 4576 (Volunteers for Shimkus); MUR 4579 (New Zion Baptist Church); MUR 4580 (Friends of Mike Fox

MUR 4584 (Bill Baker for Congress); MUR 4588 (Navarro for Congress); and MUR 4613 (Guy Kelley for
Congress).

2

The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, however, hnldhm
paign Committee v. FEC, Civil Action No. 95-0319(DDC.M171.N
hwﬁbhﬂlmhmmm
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Twenty one cases have remained on the Central Enforcement Docket for a

sufficient period of time to render them stale, all of which are recommended for closure

in this Repoﬁ.‘ This group includes four MURs that became stale several months ago,

but were held pending criminal prosecution by the Department of Justice.> DOJ obtained
" convictions in the two criminal cases related to these four MURs (U.S. v. Jay Kim and U.S.
v. Dynamic Energy Resources) based upon guilty pleas by the key defendants, who are also
the principal respondents in our pending matters. Pursuit of civil enforcement action in
view of the satisfactory results obtained in the criminal cases wculd not be the most

effective use of the Commission’s scarce resources at this time.

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

direct closure of the cases listed below, effective August 29, 1997. Closing these cases as

v
S, €

3

4 These cases are: MUR 4274 (GOPAC); MUR 4358 (Miller for

Senate); MUR 4361 (ABC-TV); MUR 4368 (Citizens Business Bank);

mwumwmmqmwmupmmmampm _

MUR 4396 (ABC); MUR 4404 (Friends of Steve Stockman); MUR 4410 (39th
wmmm(wa-um.mmmmﬁwcmmm r
and Pre-MUR 336 (Park National Bank & Trust).

3 These cases are: MUR 3796 (Jay Kim for Comgress); MUR 3798 (Jay Kim); MUR 4275 (Jay Kim); and MUR

mmwm hdmmhhykum-.m-how&nw
Mbh“&ldhnﬂy#wmﬂ“&“hh inal ‘




of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the necessary time to prepare

closing letters and case files for the public record.

Iol. RECOMMENDATJ]ONS.
A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective August 29, 1997, and approve the

" appropriate letters in the following matters:

Pre-MUR 336 Pre-MUR 352

B. Take no action, close the file effective August 29, 1997, and aprrove the appropriate

letters in the following matters:

MUR 3796
MUR 3798
MUR 4274
MUR 4275

MUR 4356
MUR 4358
MUR 4361
MUR 4368

MUR 4380
MUR 4385
MUR 4386

MUR 4396
MUR 4404
MUR 4410
MUR 4417
MUR 4422
MUR 4470
MUR 4478
MUR 4492
MUR 4498
MUR 4506
MUR 4512
MUR 4517
MUR 4518
MUR 4520

MUR 4522
MUR 4523
MUR 4524
MUR 4526
MUR 4528
MUR 4529
MUR 4532
MUR 4535
MUR 4537
MUR 4541
MUR 4548
MUR 4550
MUR 4551
MUR 4557

Z[/LJJ‘I’?
Datte

=Tl able HR)




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

) Agenda Document No. X97-58
Enforcement Priority )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session on August 19,
1997, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 4-1 to take the following actions with respect to
Agenda Document No. X97-55:
? A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file

effective August 29, 1997, and approve

-~ the appropriate letters in the following
matters:

1. Pre-MUR 336. 2.

Pr.-m 352 .

Take no action, close the file effective

August 29, 1997, and approve the appropriate
letters in the following matters:

$ / U

Ee 3796. 2. MUR 3798. 3. MNUR 4274.
4. 4275. 5. MUR 4356. 6. MOR M
Y. 4361. 8. MUR 4368. 9. MNUR 4380.

-

10. 4385. 11. MUR 4386. 12. MUR 4396.
13. 4404. 14. NUR 4410. 15. NMUR 4417.
16.

4422. 17. MUR 4470. 18. MUR 4478.



Federal Election Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority
August 19, 1997

19.

| V]
[

5555558533

22.
25.
28.
31.
34.
37.
40.
43.

46.

-N-NEEEEEEE
5§§388588838

49.

Commissioners Aikens, McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
voted affirmatively for the decision; Commissioner Elliott
dissented.

Attest:

Z-41-97

Date

Sefretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 29, 1997
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Howard M. Hyman
28 Church Road
Elkins Park, PA 19027
RE: MUR 4526

Dear Mr. Hyman:

On October 21, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act”).

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this mat*>r on August 29, 1997. This
matter will become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a compiainant to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of
this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

F. Andrew

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 4526
HOEFFEL FOR CONGRESS

Howard Hyman alleges that Joseph HoefTel, Congressman David Fox’s general
election opponent, improperly used the Cheltenham Township High School auditorium
for a political rally. He also alleges that the School Board of Cheltenham Township -~
failed to bill Mr. HoefTel for use of the auditonium. He states that the son of the
Chairman of the Cheltenham Township Democratic Party made a speech in favor of Mr.
Hoeffel. The complainant concludes that providing Mr. Hoeffel with the free space
constitutes receipt of an improper contribution from a corporation, a non-registered
committee or any other illegal entity; receipt of an in-kind contributions from a federal
government contractor; and failure to properly report an in-kind contribution.

In response to the complaint, the School District of Cheltenham Township denies
that this event was a political rally. The respondent asserts that Joseph Hoeffel
introduced Mrs. Clinton as a speaker at the school, and his remarks were non-political.
According to the respondent, his only reference to his candidacy was in a jocular manner.
Furthermore, respondent asserts that Mr. Hoeffel made no negative references about his
opponent or to the opposing party. The respondent concedes that a student speaker did
offer some overtly partisan remarks, which were not contained tn a version of the
student’s speech reviewed by school officials before the presentation. The School
District reports that the student was reprimanded for this behavior.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

August 29, 1997

Jerald Green, Treasurer
HoefTel for Congress Committee
PO Box 746

Blue Bell, PA 19422

RE: MUR 4526

Dear Mr. Green:

On October 28, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

. After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the Hoeffel for Congress
Committee and you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed
its file in this matter on August 29, 1997.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.
If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so
. as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
' additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received.

If you save amy questions, plcase contact Alva E. Smith on our tall-free telephone
number, (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,



MUR 4526
HOEFFEL FOR CONGRESS

Howard Hyman alleges that Joseph Hoeffel, Congressman David Fox’s general
election opponent, improperly used the Cheltenham Township High School auditorium
for a political rally. He also alleges that the School Board of Cheltenham Township °
failed to bill Mr. Hoeffel for use of the auditorium. He states that the son of the
Chairman of the Cheltenham Township Democratic Party made a speech in favor of Mr.
Hoeffel. The complainant concludes that providing Mr. HoefTel with the free space
constitutes receipt of an improper contribution from a corporation, a non-registered
committee or any other illegal entity; receipt of an in-kind contributions from a federal
government contractor; and failure to properly report an in-kind contribution.

In response to the complaint, the School District of Cheltenham Township denies
that this event was a political rally. The respondent asserts that Joseph Hoeffel
introduced Mrs. Clinton as a speaker at the school, and his remarks were non-political.
According to the respondent, his only reference to his candidacy was in a jocular manner.
Furthermore, respondent asserts that Mr. Ereffel made no nezative references about his
opponent or to the opposing party. The respondent concedes that a student speaker did
offer some overtly partisan remarks, which were not contained 1n a version of the
student’s speech reviewed by school officials before the presentation. The School
District reports that the student was reprimanded for this behavior.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

August 29, 1997
Joseph M. HoefTel, 111
1908 Lycoming Avenue
Abington, PA 19001

RE: MUR 4526

Dear Mr. Hoeffel:

On October 28, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint

alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

Afier considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against you. Sec attached narrative.
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on August 29, 1997.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote.

If you wish to submut any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received.

If you have any questions, picasc contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, (800) 424-9530. Owur local telephone number is (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,




MUR 4526
HOEFFEL FOR CONGRESS

Howard Hyman alleges that Joseph HoefTel, Congressman David Fox’s general
election opponent, improperly used the Cheltenham Township High School auditorium
for a political rally. He also alleges that the School Board of Cheltenham Township  °
failed to bill Mr. HoefTel for use of the auditorium. He states that the son of the
Chairman of the Cheltenham Township Democratic Party made a speech in favor of Mr.
Hoeffel. The complainant concludes that providing Mr. Hoeffel with the free space
constitutes receipt of an improper contribution from a corporation, a non-registered
committee or any other illegal entity; receipt of an in-kind contributions from a federal
government contractor; and failure to properly report an in-kind contribution.

In response to the complaint, the School District of Cheltenham Township denies
that this event was a political rally. The respondent asserts that Joseph Hoeffel
introduced Mrs. Clinton as a speaker at the school, and his remarks were non-political.
According to the respondent, his only reference 10 his candidacy was in a jocular manner.
Furthermore, respondent asserts that Mr. Hoeffel made no negative references about his
opponent or to the opposing party. The respondent concedes that a student speaker did
offer some overtly partisan remarks, which were not contained in a version of the
student’s speech reviewed by school officials before the presentation. The School
District reports that the student was reprimanded for this behavior.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.







David M. Jordan, Esquire
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free number, (800)
424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Turfey

Supervisory A
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4526
HOEFFEL FOR CONGRESS

Howard Hyman alleges that Joseph Hoeffel, Congressman David Fox’s general
election opponent, improperly used the Cheltenham Township High School auditorium
for a political rally. He also alleges that the School Board of Cheltenham Township
failed to bill Mr. HoefTel for use of the auditorium. He states that the son of the
Chairman of the Cheltenlam Township Democratic Party made a speech in favor of Mr.
Hoeffel. The complainant concludes that providing Mr. Hoeffel with the free space
constitutes receipt of an improper contribution from a corporation, a non-registered
commiftee or any other illegal entity; receipt of an in-kind contributions from a federal
government contractor; and failure to properly report an in-kind contribution.

In response to the complaint, the School District of Cheltenham Township denies
that this event was a political rally. The respondent asserts that Joseph HoefTel
introduced Mrs. Clinton as a speaker at the school, and his remarks were non-political.
Accoriing to the respondent, his only reference to his candidacy was in a jocular manner.
Furtherm:ore, respondent asserts that Mr. Hoeffel made no negative references about his
opponent or to the opposing party. The respondent concedes that a student speaker did
offer some overtly partisan remarks, which were not contained in a version of the
student’s speech reviewed by school officials before the presentation. The School
District reports that the student was reprimanded for this behavior.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463
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