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| TENNESSEE

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

WILL T. CHEEK

September 4, 1996

I'he Federal Elections Commission
Office of General Counsel
Washington, DC 20436

Dear Sir/Madam

Please accept this letter as a formal complaint against the Gill for Congress Committee for
violations of FEC rules and regulations

On their July 15, 1996 quarterly report, the Gill for Congress Committee reported a
$2500 00 disbursement to Wiles Ford Mercury of Lewisburg, Tennessee. The purpose of this
disbursement was listed as "Reimbursement for Travel Expenses " A copy of that disbursement
is enclosed

This reimbursement violated three different sections of FEC regulations
Personal use violation - using campaign funds to pay a personal debt

I'his disbursement represents a payment by the Gill for Congress Committee to cover a personal

debt owed by Steve Gill

I'he Wiles Ford Mercury disbursement in question is for a Ford Explorer automobile
{ personally by Steve (ill  This automobile was the Gill family vehicle for a number of vears
ind has never been declared a campaign asset on any FEC report. The reimbursement
surrounding this Ford Explorer 1s in violation of | personal use rules for the following reasons

| use of campaign funds

il Commingic
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the July 15, 1996 Quarterly Report. That explanation would have detailed whether the
Ford Explorer was partially or totally used by the Gill for Congress Committee

* Additionally, FEC rules section 116 5(b) states that travel expenses must be reimbursed
within 30 days from the date the expense was incurred. The disbursement was a one-time
$2500 disbursement made on June 20, 1996 It is highly unlikely that $2500 worth of
travel in this Ford Explorer occurred between May 20, 1996 and June 20, 1996

Corporate Contributions

Under FEC rule 114 9(e)2), "If a campaign uses other means of transportation owned or
leased by a corporation or labor organization, the campaign must reimburse the organization
within a commercially reasonable time and at the usual rental charge "

Steve Gill leased the Ford Explorer in question and that lease expired in late 1995 At that
time, Steve Gill neither returned the car to Wiles Ford Mercury nor continued payments. From
the time the lease expired until the time Ford Motor Credit repossessed the car in June 1996, no
payments were made for the automobile. The Gill campaign maintains that the car was either
partially or fully a campaign asset during this period Thus, the use of the car without a payment
constitutes a corporate contribution to the Gill for Congress Committee

The sole defendant in this complaint is the Gill for Congress Committee. Both Wiles Ford
Mercury and Ford Motor Credit made a good faith effort to convince Steve Gill to retum the

automobile, and in fact ended up having to send a representative to repossess the car. | do not
believe that either Wiles Ford Mercury or Ford Motor Credit knowingly made a corporate
contribution to the Gill campaign

Reporting Violation
FEC rules section 116 5(b) designates that travel expenses may be reimbursed to "the
candidate or an individual working on behalf of the candidate " Wiles Ford Mercury 1s not an

] . el 1
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by the Gill for Congress Committee and did not do any traveling on
behalf of the Gill for Congress Committee Therefore, Wiles Ford Mercury cannot be reimbursed
for travel expenses by the Gill for Congress Committee

| respectfully request that the Commission rule on whether this disbursement violates the
FEC regulation governing reporting requirements, personal use requirements, and corporate

mirntbutions

Oour assistance




SCHEQULE B ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS PAGE 16 oOF /
Operating Expenditures FOR LINE NUMB
NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Full)

GILL FOR COMGRESS COMMITTEE C

- ——

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any pevson for
the purposes of seliciting contributions or for commercial purposes. other than using the name and
»ddress of any pelitical commitiee Lo soliciz contributions from such comm{ttes

Full Nane Purpose of Di:sburserent Cate Amoun*
Mailing Address MM/DD/YY

Wiles Ford Mercury Reimbursemant for Travel
Bex 2157 Expenses
™ 37091- Disbursement for [X}1996 Primacy

- Willianmson Coun
Main Street

Springs Galler:
™ 3702?

coal Springs Galleria
Brentwocd, TN 37027
Wolf Camera

Ceol Springs Ga
Brentwood, TN

Cocl Spri

Srentwood,

Wolf Camera

Cool Springs Galleria

Brentwood, TN 137027~ Dishursemant
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ADDENDUM

As reguired, here are the full names and addresses of all the
regspondents:

Gill for Congress Committee
1730 General Gecorge Patton Dr.
Brentwood, TN 37027
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

September 19, 1996

Will T. Cheek, Chairman
Tennessee Democratic Party
1808 West End Avenue
Suite 515

Nashville, TN 37203-3315

Dear Mr. Cheek:

This is to acknowledge receipt on September 16, 1996, of your letter dated
September 4, 1996. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™) and
Commission Regulations require that the contents of a complaint meet certain specific
requirements. One of these requirements is that a complaint be swom to and signed in the
presence of a notary public and notarized. Your letter was not properly swom to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear before a notary that the
contents of your complaint are true to the best of your knowledge and the notary must represent
as part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred form is "Subscribed and swormn
tobeforemeonthis ___ dayof  ,19 ." A statement by the notary that the complaint
was swom to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient. We regret the
inconvenience that these requirements may cause you, but we are not statutorily empowered to
proceed with the handlimz of a compliance action unless all the statutory requirements are
fulfilled. See2 U.S.C. §437g.

Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint." I hope this material
will be helpful to you should you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the
Commission

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a 15 day period to allow you to
correct the defects in your complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the 15
day period, the respondents will be so informed and provided a copy of the corrected complaint
'he respondents will then have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the merits
[f the complaint is not corrected, the file will be closed and no additional notification will be
provided to the respondents




T

<

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at (202) 219-3410,

Enclosure

cc:Steve Gill
Gill for Congress Committee
Wiles Ford Mercury

Sincerely,
4 / { M

Retha Dixon
Docket Chief




TENNESSEE

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

WILL T. CHEEK
Chalrman

September 25, 1996

| 190

I'he Federal Elections Commuission
t)!rlLL l‘t. (.I.\'lh ral € l‘\“\‘\é
Washington. DC 20436

Dear Sir/Madam

86, 0 92 7|

Picase accept this letter as a formal complaint agamst the Gili for Congress Commuttee for

violations of FEC rules and regulations

On their July 15, 1996 guarterly report. the Gill for Congress Commuittee reported a $2500.00
disbursement to Wiles Ford Mercury of Lewisburg, Tennessee. The purpose of this disbursement was

isted as "Reimbursement for Travel Expenses.” A copy of that disbursement is enclosed
This reimbursement violated three different sections of FEC regulations
Personal use violation - using campaign funds to pay a personal debt

S 5 s RS

s disbursement represents a pavment by the Gill for Congress Commuttee to cover a personal debt owed

by Steve Gill

The Wiles Ford Mercury disbursement 1in question 1s for a Ford Explorer automobile leased

personally by Steve Gill  This automobile was the Gili family vehicle for a number of vears and has never
been declared a campaign asset on anv FEC report. The reimbursement surrounding this Ford Explorer s

m violation of FEC personal use rules for the following reasons

delines goverming the personal use of campaign funds. the FE(
f travel or vehicle expenses that commungle personal and campaign

itv. the benefactor of the personal use expenses must rexmburse the committee
p would have cost had it been purely campaign or officcholder
to Steve (il for the campaign use of his automobile Am

Gill - not Wiles Ford Mercur

1 INC report a

cxplanation of ai

Ouarterh R eport




disbursement made on June 20, 1996 1t is highly unlikely that $2500 worth of travel in this Ford
Explorer occurred between May 20, 1996 and June 20, 1996

Corporate Contributions

Under FEC rule 114 9(c)2). "If a campaign uses other means of transportation owned or leased by
a corporation or labor orgamzation, the campaign must reimburse the organization within a commercially
reasonable time and at the usual rental charge

Steve Gill leased the Ford Explorer in question and that lease expired n late 1995, At that time,
Steve Gill netther returned the car to Wiles Ford Mercury nor continued payments.  From the time the lease
expired until the time Ford Motor Credit repossessed the car in June 1996, no payments were made for the
automobile. The Gill campaign mamntains that the car was either partially or fully a campaign asset during
this period.  Thus, the use of the car without a payment constitutes a corporate contribution to the Gill for

Congress Commuttce

The sole defendamt in this complaint 1s the Gill for Congress Committee. Both Wiles Ford
Mercury and Ford Motor Credit made a good faith effort to convince Steve Gill to return the automobile
and in fact ended up having to send a representative to repossess the car. [ do not believe that either Wiles
Ford Mercurv or Ford Motor Credit knowingly made a corporate contribution to the Gill campaign

Reporting Violation

FEC rules section 116.5(b) designates that travel expenses may be reimbursed to “the candidate or
an mndividual working on behalf of the candidate ™ Wiles Ford Mercury 1s not an mdividual, s not
emploved by the Gill for Congress Committee and did not do anv traveling on behalf of the Gill for
Congress Committee.  Therefore, Wiles Ford Mercury cannot be reimbursed for travel expenses by the Gill

for Congress Commuttee

| respectfully request that the Commussion rule on whether this disbursement violates the FE(
regulabion governing reporting requirements, personal use requirements. and corporate contributions

Ihank vou for vour assistance

Sincercly

T 4/‘&

Wil T Check. Chairman

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BY ME IN THI

COUNTY 01 F 1/ /e

AND THE STATE OF 7T E€7212175 ¢
THIS 257 DAY OF S€p7




&

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 8, 1998

Will T. Cheek, Chairman
l'ennessee Democratic Party
1808 West End Avenue
Suite 515

Nashville, TN 3

MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Cheek:

This letter acknowledges receipt on October 1, 1996, of the complaint you filed alleging
possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The
respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
vour complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn to in the same manner
s the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4489. Please refer to this

number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,
1978
;:d/

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 8, 19896

Jeff Bivins, Treasurer

Gill for Congress Committee
416 Wilson Pike Circle
Suite 210

Brentwood, TN 37027

MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Bivins:

['he Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Gill for
Congress Committee (“Committee™) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 4489. Please refer to this number in all future

correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
r legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter.

Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action

based on the available information

I'his matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
nade public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,
I' ’,' k') —
- Yt vt niin
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Wiashington, DC 20463
October 8, 1996

Steve Gill
416 Wilson Pike Circle
Suite 210
Brentwood, TN 37027

MUR 4489
Dear Mr. Gill:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of
the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4489. Please refer to this
number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitied under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

'his matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4)XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

/w y, N

§ s ‘
” /-‘ / J'v
M |, I nelly
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

I. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 8, 1996

President

Wiles Ford Mercury
PO Box 2157
Lewisburg, TN 37091

MUR 4489
Dear Sir or Madam:

T'he Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Wiles Ford
Mercury may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4489. Please
refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against Wiles Ford Mercury in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal
materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be
addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based
on the available information

T'his matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a}4)XB) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
f such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Singerely,

ry

: _ -
- ik J/-’ 3 a.
Pk Y. \ A
f,_{,“ 4 ¢ ;’ﬂ!«é«fn
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2.
3

rocedures
. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

October 8, 1996
p
Ford Motor Credit
I'he American Road
Dearborn, M1 48121

MUR 4489
Dear Sir or Madam:

I'he Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Ford Motor
Credit may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4489. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against Ford Motor Credit in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials
which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,

taterments should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the
General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the
available information.

'his matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
f such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other

nunications from the Commission
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If you have any questions, please contact Erik Morrison at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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COMM 1304 N ELLINGTON PKWY. P.O. BOX 2157
EWISBURG, TE SSEE 37091
533 FAX 5) 359.3544
—

October 11, 1996

Federal Flection Commission
999 East Street N'W
Washington, I).C. 20463

o Whom It May Concern:

In response to your recent letier | am enclosing documents that are relevant to complaint number
MUR 4489. | fee! these documents will show that Wiles Ford-Mercury had no intent of violating the Federal
Flection Commission Act of 1971

If you should have any other guestions feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

X _4K

Wiles Ford-Mercury
Gwendoyin Wiles
Office Manager

GWki
Enclosures
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WILES FORD-MERCURY
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TENNESSEE SIMPLE INTEREST
INSTALLMENT SALE CONTRACT
AND SECURITY AGREEMENT 06/22/96

and 2ip Code

Credior (Safler Name and Address)

WILES FORD-MERCURY
N SaRawins b 1304 N ELLINGTON PENY
GRENINOOD TN 37027 LEWISBURG IN 37091

. } . yah prica 15 shown below s h Price The credi
Deto Total Cale § 5 $i1 jer the agreemenis on the front and back of thee contract

Description of Vehicle

FORD TRIK KX

EXPLORER 10 EDDIE BAUER 1FHDU3AXAPUD/Z20/9

e FEDERAL TRUTH-IN-LENDING DISCLOSURES

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE | FINANCE CHARGE Amount Financed Total of Peyments Total Sale Price

e iotal ©

r rnard of €
Dexy B -

260000

3663 _ 80 i 206457 80
|

e

Late Charge

Prepayment

Security Interest

L3438 (U

FA I TVTTY

13838

PR

1IN THIS CONTRACT DOES NOT INCLUDE LIABILITY COVERAGE FOR PERSONAL




Mot

L3gde 00 o

Check the insurance desired if

you wand 10 buy credil insurance
il . O

SERVILE AGREEMEN]

656 0U
; o “ I I I l
Nfs‘ulrr;\f'l\ﬁ |E EEE;LFE&&JE‘J@{_JSS?NJ;A(’T DOES NOT INCLUDE LIABILITY COVERAGE FOR PERSONAL |

Insursnce

Required Physical Damage Insurance. 7 4A of ‘ Optional Mechanical Repair Insurance. ™

']

I Credit insurance

NOTICE: SEE OTHER SIDE FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION

EXECUTED ON THIS DATE FIRST ABOVE WRITTEN, AND NOTICE TO THE BUYER: 1. YOU ARE ENTITLED TO AN

BUYER HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF AN EXACT COPY OF THE CONTRACT YOU SIGN. 2. DONOT SIGN

EXECUTEDCOPYHEREOF, COMPLETELY FILLEDINPRIOR THISCONTRACT BEFORE YOUREADITORIFIT CONTAINS

TO EXECUTION BY BUYER ANY BLANK SPACES. Buyer(s) promise(s) to pay the Total of
Payments as scheduled and also to pay finance charges
accrued on the unpaid balance of Amount Financed when
Payments are not made when due at the Annual Percentage
Raje-on-this contract
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Customer Service Supervisor, details Ford Credit's handling of the a
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Ford Motor Credit Company

Jodm K. Godee
Counsel-Litigation

Legal Office

The American Road
Post Office Box 6044
Dearbom, Michigan 48121-6044
(313) 323.91%6

October 22, 1996

Federal Election Commission
Office of the General Counsel
999 E. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Sir or Madam;

This letter is to serve as Ford Motor Credit Company's ("Ford Credit") response to the
above referenced complaint filed by the Tennessee Democratic Party. Your letter dated October
8, 1996 indicated that Ford Credit may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971
Specifically, the complaint, as it relates to Ford Credit, references FEC rule 114.9(c)2) "If a
campaign uses other means of transportation owned or leased by a corporation or labor
organization, the campaign must reimburse the organization within a commercially reasonable
time and at the usual rental charge” We have thoroughly reviewed this matter and have

concluded that Ford Credit did not make any corporate contributions to the Gill for Congress
Campaign

Mr. Gill entered into a Red Carpet Lease (the "Lease") with Wiles Ford-Mercury which
was later assigned to Ford Motor Credit Company. The Lease was scheduled to terminate on
January 9, 1996. Prior to the termination date, Mr. Gill made timely payments and fulfilled his
obligations under the Lease. However, Mr. Gill failed 1o return the respective vehicle on the
termination date

Due to the volume of lease terminations processed by Ford Credit and the brief period of
time that Mr. Steven Goodman, Red Carpet Lease Specialist, had been in this position, Mr. Gill's

failure to return the vehicle to Wiles Ford-Mercury was not immediately detected. Ford Credit
generates a monthly Lease Termination Report in the ordinary course of its business. Mr
Goodman first became aware of the problem on March 4, 1996 while reviewing the Lease
lermmation Report. Upon this discovery, Mr. Goodman worked diligently, along with
employees of Wiles Ford-Mercury, to recover the vehicle

The affidavits enclosed with this letter detail all of the efforts made by Mr. Goodman to
contact Mr. Gill as well as to recover the vehicle. In addition, the affidavit of Mr. Joel Robbins

i account subse juent to the
session of the vehicl A

tl icle As detailed in the affidavits, Ford Credit eventually hired

dependent contractor to repossess the vehicle
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Shortly after the repossession, Mr. Robbins was contacted by Wiles Ford-Mercury
requesting a pay-off figure which would satisfy, one, all past due obligations to Ford Credit for
the use of the vehicle beyond termination, two, the lease-end value of the vehicle, and three,
repossession costs incurred by Ford Credit. This figure was provided to Wiles Ford-Mercury
based on Mr. Robbins understanding that Mr. Gill, after curing his default, wished to exercise
the purchase option and purchase the vehicle from Wiles Ford-Mercury. At that time, Ford
Credit personnel expressed to Wiles Ford-Mercury its lack of desire to finance the transaction.
Ford Credit received the pay-off amount in full from Wiles Ford-Mercury

Enclosed with this letter are the following documents

1. The Lease;

[ ]

The Installment Sales Contract; and
3. The Bill of Sale evidencing the actual purchase of the vehicle by Mr. Gill

We have obtained these documents from the dealership and are providing them to you to
enable you to determine the ultimate disposition of Mr. Gill's Lease It should be noted, that by
purchasing the vehicle from Wiles Ford-Mercury, Ford Credit received all monies owed it under
the terms of the Lease and any extension

In conclusion, we believe that the actions of our employees in handling Mr. Gill's Lease
were in accordance with our normal business practices. As such, we are confident that Ford
Credit did not make any campaign contnibutions to the Gill for Congress Campaign. The
enclosed affidavits clearly evidence a good faith effort on our part to recover the vehicle. In
addition, compensation o Ford Credit was paid in full in accordance with the terms of the
Lease

Should you require any additional information, please contact the undersigned at (313)
323-9156

Sincerely,

John K. Godre
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON | La4
October 24, 1996
Jeff Bivins, Treasurer
Gill For Congress Committee
1730 General George Patton Drive

Suite 212
Brentwood, TN 37027

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL AND FACSIMILE

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Bivins

In reference to my telephone conversation with Tony Grande on October 23, 1996
following is a copy of the notification package mailed to your previous address on
October 8, 1996. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s

Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter

If you have any questhions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 219-3400

kMo

Enk Mormison, Paralegal
Central Enforcement Docket
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCION DU Mas
October 24, 1996
Steve Gill
¢/o Gill For Congress Committee
1730 General George Patton Drive

Suite 212
Brentwood, TN 37027

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Gill

In reference to my telephone conversation with Tony Grande on October 23, 1996
enclosed is a copy of the notification package mailed to your previous address on
October 8, 1996. Your response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 219-3400

Sincerely,
/) :
P pUIBRN_

EM Morrison, Paralegal
Central Enforcement Docket




TENNESSEE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY

WILL T. CHEEK
Chairman

-

October 22

I'he Federal Elections Commission
Office of General Counsel

999 E Street. NW

Washington, DC 20463

Dear Sir'/Madam

Please accept this letter as an amendment to our original complaint (MUR 4489) dated
)

September 25, 1996 against the Steve Gill for Congress Commuttee for violations of FEC rules

and regulations

One aspect of the complaint revolved around a $2,500 00 disbursement to Wiles Ford
Mercury by the Gill campaign. By the campaign's admission in the press, that disbursement
represented a payment for the use of a vehucle. For the six months prior to that disbursement, the
campaign was using the vehicle free of charge

Under FEC rule 114 9(e)2), "If a campaign uses other means of transportation owned or
leased by a corporation or labor organization, the campaign must reumburse the organization
within a commercially reasonable time and at the usual rental charge " Therefore, the six month
period when the Committee used the car without payment represents a corporate contribution

In our original complaint, we made clear that the sole defendant was the Gill for Congress
Commuttee Since that time, Wiles Ford Mercury has stated in the press that they were aware that
the vehicle was used for campaign purposes and saw nothing wrong with the arrangement
Iherefore, 1 would like the FEC to add Wiles Ford Mercury to the list of defendants in this case
By allowing the Gill for Congress Commuttee to use a vehicle for campaign purposes without

e made an illegal corporate contribution to the Committee in violation of FE(
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ADDENDUM
As required, here are the full names and addresses of all the respondents

Gill for Congress Committee
1730 General George Patton Drive
Brentwood, TN 37027

Wiles Ford Mercury
PO Box 2157
Lewisburg, TN 37091

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BY ME IN THE COUNTY OF )7
AND THE STATE OF __7£/mi/ <
THIS 77 DAY OF U70%%% 19

VASWELY f7 aV. A W - e
notary wﬁ;lu'
A L7874 - Pl 1/
Tl /* f 4 " | VY

date commission expires

,// {—f' }
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

October 30, 1996
Will T. Cheek, Chairman
Tennessee Democratic Party
1808 West End Avenue
Smite 515
Nashville, TN 37203-3315

RE: MUR 4489
Dear Mr. Cheek:
This letter acknowledges receipt on October 23, 1996, of the supplement to the
complaint you filed on October 1, 1996. The respondent(s) will be sent copies of the

supplement. You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final
action on your complaint

S:!\'Q«:{ely :

/ ,

("
ollu:n ‘\:.a ander, \mwmu

Central Enforcement Docket
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

2001y

October 30, 1996

JefT Bivins, Treasurer

Gill For Congress Commitiee
1730 General George Patton Drive
Brentwood, TN 37027

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Bivins

On October 24, 1996, you were notified that the Federal Election Commission received
a complaint from Will T. Cheek, Chairman of the Tennessee Democratic Party, alleging
violations of certain sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At
that time you were given a copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the complaint
should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the notification

On October 23, 1996, the Commission received additional information from the

complainant pertaining to the allegations in the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this
addmonal information

If you have any questions, please contact the Central Enforcement Docket at (202)
219-3400

f?n crd\

-
A .

40 e{n‘gandﬂ Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket

T
Enclosure
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON Vide

October 30, 1996

Steve Gill

¢/o Gill For Congress Commitiee

1 730 General George Patton Drive
Brentwood, TN 37027

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Gall:

On October 24, 1996, you were notified that the Federal Election Commission received
a complaint from Will T. Cheek, Chairman of the Tennessee Democratic Party, alleging
violations of certain sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At
that time you were given a copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the complaint
should be submitied within 15 days of receipt of the notification

On October 23, 1996, the Commission received additional information from the
complainant pertaining to the allegations in the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this
additional information

If you have any questions, please contact the Central Enforcement Docket at (202)
219-3400

Smcerely,

/4] {# :
7582 M)
Qe Lt wd

Colleen Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

r
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

“de

October 30, 1996

Gwendolyn Wiles, Office Manager
Wiles Ford-Mercury

1304 N. Ellington Parkway

P.O. Box 2157

Lewisburg, TN 37091

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Ms. Wiles:

On October 24, 1996, Wiles Ford-Mercury (“the Company™) was notified that the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint from Will T. Cheek, Chairman of the
Tennessee Democratic Party, alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time the Company was given a copy of the
complaint and informed that a response to the complaint should be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of the notification

On October 23, 1996, the Commussion received additional information from the
complainant pertaining to the allegations in the complaimt. Enclosed is a copy of this
addimonal information

If you have any questions, please contact the Central Enforcement Docket at (202)
219-3400

Stacerely,
/- el I L
(e / eI 2

Colteen Sealander, A omey

Central Enforcement Docket

A s
/

Enclosure
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November 6, 1996

Mr. Erik Morrison
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Mormrison:

This letter is to notify you that we would like to file an extension regarding MUR
4489. We received notification that a response to MUR 4489 would be needed fifteen
days from October 24, 1996. Due to the fact that we were in the heart of our campaign,
time did not permit itself to address this matier.

Please be advised that the appropriate time can and will be given to this matter
now. In addition, an amendment to this complaint was filed on October 30, 1996 and
additional time will be needed to address this matter.

If you have any questions or if there is any reason this is not a proper request,
please call me immediately at 615-661-4455 or by fax 615-661-9930

St r
/’;Z y’ g
—— A
Bt el Lass
F
Bryan Kaegi
Finance Director, Gill for Congress

-~
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November 21, 1996

Ms. Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket

Washington, D.C. 20436
RE: MUR 4489
Dear Ms. Sealander

Please accept this letter as a formal reply 1o MUR 4489 filed against the Gill for Congress
Committee by Will T. Cheek, Chairman of the Tennessee Democratic Party. We received the
complaint on October 23, 1996. A request for extension to our reply on this matter was

submitted on 11/6/96

In his complaint, Will Cheek alleges that the Gill for Congress Committee violated FEC
regulations governing reporting requirements, personal use requirements, and corporate
contributions when the Committee reimbursed Steve Gill for campaign mileage on his personal
car

We contend that this complaint is baseless — and that Will Cheek, as a political

operative, only filed this compliant as an election year publicity stunt to aid the reelection

of Congressman Gordon. Before the Gill for Congress Commitiee was even given

tification that a complaint had been filed. Cheek and Gordon were using the

complaint’s MUR number in TV, radio and direct mail advertising as evidence that Mr
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Will Cheek also alleges that it was inappropriate for the Gill for Congress
Committee to disburse Mr. Gill’s travel expenses directly to Mr. Gill’s dealer, Wiles Ford
Mercury. The Gill for Congress Committee disbursed Mr. Gill's $2,500 mileage
reimbursement to Wiles Ford Mercury so Mr. Gill could conveniently apply the amount
to his down payment as he was purchasing the vehicle as is often done at the end of a
lease (please see attached, “exhibit: b.” a copy of the final bill of sale on the vehicle). In
hindsight, the Committee certainly wishes it had reimbursed Mr. Gill directly, but our
intent to simply reimburse for campaign mileage was clear, and we attempted to fully

disclose the transaction on our 7/15/96 report

Will Cheek also alleges in his complaint that Mr. Gill received a corporate
contribution because no payment was made on the vehicle between the date the lease
expired and the time Mr. Gill purchased the vehicle. Time did elapse between the date
the lease expired and the time Mr. Gill purchased the vehicle, which was due to a
paperwork misunderstanding that was not properly resolved by the dealership. But there
was no corporate contribution made by either Ford Motor Company or Wiles Ford
Mercury because Mr. Gill fulfilled the lease contract in full and then purchased the
vehicle at full and fair market value (please see exhibit:b). A de facto corporate
contribution (which is what we are assuming Will Cheek is implying) did not occur
because neither Ford Motor Company nor Wiles Ford Mercury lost any money on this
vehicle, and neither Mr. Gill nor the Gill for Congress Committee received any savings or
in-kind contribution on the vehicle

Please accept the above as clear demonstration that no-action should be taken against the
Gill for Congress Committee in this matter

Respectfully,

/

leffréy S¥Bivins, Treasurer

Gillfor Congress Committee
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CAMPAIGN MILEAGE LOG FOR STEVE GILL’S FORD EXPLORER

DATE DESTINATION ROUNDTRIP MILEAGE

3/6/95 Lamar Alexander Dinner 41.2
3/7/95 Greg Richert, MAYTAG Corp. 27.6
3/11/95 Coffee Co. Lincoln Day Dinner 161.7
3/13/95 Wilson Co. GOP Convention 82.4
3/14/95 Knestrick Construction 26.1
3/14/95 Williamson Co. GOP Convention 36.2
3/15/95 Arleen Goodman, KOA Opryland 323
3/17/95 Business & Professional Breakfast 229
3/17/95 Dr. Frank Boehm, VU Med Center 19.6
3/24/95 Ben Rechter, Rogers Group 213
3/25/95 Putnam Co. Lincoln Day Dinner 192.7
3/27/95 Russ Heldman-Franklin 42.8
3/28/95 Ben Rechter, Rogers Group 21.8
3/30/95 Bob Doochin, American Paper & Twine 28.6
4/3/95 Pat Wilson & Gary Cordell 20.2
4/5/95 Jim Villers 24 8
4/7/95 Mary Caneer & Richard Dycus 196.4
4/11/95 Bob Doochin 279
4/17/95 Mike Curb 225
4/19/95 Dave Davidson 234
4/20/95 Howard Wall/Frist Event 85.2
4/21/95 'omas Bottorff 224
4727195 Marshall Co. GOP Women 107.7
4/27195 Ransom Jones 81.2
4/28/95 Williamson Co. Just Desserts 36.6
5/3/95 Fred Detwiller 222
5/10/95 Francis Almany 57.3
5/12/95 I'N Statesmen’s Dinner 36.9
5/13/95 Portland Republican Club 122.8
5/16/95 Dr. Thomas Frist 20.7
5/17/95 luanita Thomason & Mane Alridge 62.1
5/18/95 lack Tumer-Clarksville 120.2
5/19/95 Hendersonville Chamber 25th Anniversary 59.2
5720/95 Portland Strawberry Festival 95
5/20/95 Franklin Rode« 1.7
5/31/95 Gordon Inmar 43.2
6/24/95 Sumner Co. Lincoln Day Dinner 74.6
Sumner Co. GOP Picnic/Jeff Woods 68.9
R/R/O5 \ r OX
8/10/95 I'N Assoc. of Independent Colleges lunch 22.8

\ N P 4 AMowrtran v
WGNS Radio-Murfreesboro



DATE

8/17/95
8/18/95
%/19/95
8/22/95
8/22/95
8/23/95
B/23/95
8/24/95
8/24/95
8/25/95
8/25/95
8/26/95
8/26/95
8/28/95
8/29/95
8/29/95
8/31/95
9/16/95
9/16/95
9/21/95
9/22/95
0/22/95
9/25/95
9/26/95
9/28/95
9/28/95
9/29/95
9/29/95
10/3/95
10/4/95
10/4/95
10/4/95
10/5/95
10/5/95
10/6/95
10/11/95
10/11/95
10/12/95
1071
10/13/95
i

10/13

%

DESTINATION

&

Franklin Chamber at Williamson Rec Center28.4

Dr. Richard Dycus

Ed Jernigan

Lebanon Chamber Breakfast
Mike Greene-Dept of Safety
Sen. Keith Jordan

Justin Wilson

Lewisburg Fish Fry

Lindahl Foundation Dinner
BACAR Reception

Cookeville BBQ Championship
Williamson GOP Picnic
Heritage Ball Auction-Fieldstone Farms
Gov. Sundquist

Dick Evans at Gaylord
Rosemarie Kalil

Alpha Medical-Chattanooga
Wilson Co. GOP Picnic

Walnut Grove 200th Birthday
Margaret Lawrence

Ed Nelson-Nelson Capital

Jim Auer-University Club

Sen Frist-5 Points Drugstore, Franklin
Cookeville Chamber

Dan Evins-Cracker Barrel
Reese Smith

Bob Pope & Charlie Danner
NSE-Brentwood Services, Inc
Alexander Furniture-Cookeville
Chancellor Gray-Sumner Co
Mark Gill

Pat Wilson

Mayvor Don Fox-Lebanon
David Gaw
DAR Luncheon-Murfreesbhoro

rge Huddleston

as Montgomery
Howard & Sally Wall, Nate & Nancy Schott
& Johnny Jones

Sen. Frist-Cracker Barrel

181.8
33.2
92.1
323
21.1
232
45.7
70.3
18.6
177.5

274
e O

26.8
22.1
15.2
238
304.4
43.1
78.7
78.2

"M 7

202
233
170.2
81.2
258
40.7
24.3
179.2
75.9
224
21.8

g L B |




DATE

10/16/95
10/17/95

10/

17/95

10/19/95
10/19/95

10/
10/
10/
10/
10/
10/
10/
10/
10/
10/

11/
11/
11/
11
1V
11
11/
11
11
11
11
11

|
]
1

J B B = e e

t

4

1/4

| /S

21/95
25/96
25/95
26/95
27/95
28/95
28/95
28/95
29/95
30/95

5/95
8/95
9/95
9/95
10/95
12/95
16/95
17/95
18/95
19/95
20/95
21/95
22/95
29/95
29/95
30/935
30/95
1/95
2/95
15/95
19/95
06

U6

%

DESTINATION

Franklin Kiwanis

Rally in the Alley

Portland Fundraiser

Randle Richardson

Ducks Unlimited

Honkers Ball

Hobgood Elementary-Murfreesboro
Brentwood American Legion
Brentwood Chamber Mixer

Sumner Campaign Day

Franklin Lions Club Breakfast
Brentwood High Pancake Breakfast
Brentwood Chili Cookoff

Portland Grassroots [D Reception
Mike Conley-Regal Corp. Knoxville
Tom Eubank

Strategy Group

Millview Church of Christ
Whitehouse Grassroots ID Reception
Sundquist Fundraiser Opryland Hotel
Chnistian Action Group-Murfreesboro
Putnam Co. GOP Rally

Knoxville Fundraising

Gallatin Grassroots ID Reception

IN Tech CR’s

Charles Overby

Sumner Co. night

Westmoreland Grassroots ID Reception

MTSU CR’s

Mike Prince-Knoxville
Sam Furrow-Knoxville
Tom Beasley

Peaches Simpkins

Scooter Clippard

Paul Harmon Event

Whit Comer

Hartsville Christmas Parade
Marguerite Sallee

! ) o
Roh ! one

Hendersonville GOP Breakfast

388.2
28.6
18.2
2 8
46.2
88.8
Is‘w 0

) >
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DATE

1/8/96
1/8/96
1/9/96
1/9/96
1/10/96
17/19/96
1/19/96
1/22/96
123/96
'1/96
3/96
'5/96
2/10/96
2/14/96
2/15/96
2/17/96
2/20/96
2/20/96
2/20/96
2721/96
2/22/96

—

NN

B
rJ
-
O
Lo

/28/96
29/96
29/96
29/96
29/96
20/96
29/96
'1/96

1/96

1/96

s W INMNNBNNINDMNNDN

.

2/96

9 -

6/YH
3/6/96

06

%

DESTINATION

Mike Conley-Knoxville
Murfreesboro Night School Graduation
Nashville Exchange Club Breakfast
Ruth McGinnis & Gary Glover

Jim Bumette

Van Hilleary/Gingrich Fund.-Cookeville
Rutherford Co. Chamber Banquet
Williamson Co. YR's

Williamson GOP Final Friday Club
Wilson Co. Chamber Dinner

Clay Co. GOP Chitlin Supper
Sumner Co. Chamber Luncheon
Albert & John McCall-Carthage
Calvin Lahew

Williamson Co. Campaign Day
Macon Co. Campaign Day

Emnie Williams

Howard Wall

George Fehrman

Mt. Juliet Chamber Breakfast
Williamson Co. Campaign Day
Macon/Clay Campaign Day
Stephen Harlan

Dale Jamison

Bill Shenff

Lee Victory

Becci Bookner

Gerald Collins

I'ruman Jones

Bill Whitesell

Marshall Co. Lincoln Day Dinner
Bill Benefield

Bill Cherry

1 i v Tas >
wilson Co. Javcees

Putnam Lincoln Dinner & Campaign Day

eOn )
OV LUK

Wilson ( GOP Women's Lunch

Sumner Co. Campaign Day

! le Chatlin Supper

S r Lincoln Day Dinner
Super Tuesdayv-making the rounds

Governor's Praver Breakfast

.-

13.8
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DATE DESTINATION ROUNDTRIP MILEAGE
3/14/96 Cookeville Campaign Day 198.9
3/15/96 Darrell Akins-Knoxviile 396.9
3/19/96 Middle TN PACC Luncheon 34.1
3/19/96 Rutherford Co. GOP Women 82.8
3/20/96 Jerry Benefield 61.2
3/20/96 Jim Hearn 21.2
3/21/96 l'om Bottorft 28 .8
3/22/96 Green Hills Rotary Breakfast 29.4
3/22/96 Davidson Co. Lincoln Day dinner 41.2
3/23/96 Fred Thompson Wildhorse Fundraiser 25.2
3/23/96 Tennessee Waltz at the Capitol 26.8
3/24/96 I'minity Assembly Church-Cookeville 182.9
3/28/96 Williamson Co. 1/2 Campaign Day 52.9
3/29/96 'hompson Fundraiser-Opryland Hotel 492
3/30/96 Williamson Co. Fundraiser-Sen. Thompson 32.6
TOTAL 13,807.5




In the Matter of

ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY

GENERAL COUNSEUSREFORT  QFMSITIVE
i

INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

IL CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases

Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their
pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the
matters relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not
warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED)
evaluates each incoming matter using Commission-approved criteria which
results in a numerical rating of each case

Closing such cases permits the
ssion to focus its limited resources on more important cases pz'u‘*&rnl]_\f

ive identitied 28 cases which do




4

;

© : o

not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! Attachment 1 to
this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further

pursue the matter.

! These cases are: MUR 4419 (Weinzapfel for Congress); MUR 4423 (Davis for Congress); MUR 4424
(Nevadans for “Spike” Wilson); MUR 4429 (Delahunt for Congress); MUR 4430 (Jean Leising for
Congress); MUR 4431 (Engel for Congress); MUR 4433 (Delahunt for Congress); MUR 4437 (DiNicola
for Congress Committee); MUR 4440 (Sue Kelly for Congress); MUR 4450 (National Treasury
Employees); MUR 4452 (Mid-Suffolk N.O.W.); MUR 4455 (City of Mihwaukee); MUR 4456 (Jackson
Mint Ltd.); MUR 4457 (LS. Department of Health and Human Services); MUR 4458 (KMA-AM Radio):
MUR 4461 (Americans For Freedom Of Choice PAC); MUR 4462 (Ellen O. Tauscher); MUR 4464
(Norwood for Congress), MUR 4465 (Lincoln for Congress); MUR 4469 (Moseley-Braun for Senate);
MUR 4475 (Manpower Temporary Services, Inc.); MUR 4479 (Owens for Congress Committee); MUR
4482 (Mike McCormack for Congress); MUR 4487 (Citizens for A Strong America); MUR 4488 (Ortiz for
Congress); MUR 4489 (Gill for Congress); MUR Pre-MUR 338 (Richard Chrysler Inc.); and Pre-MUR

S y 3
lammel & Associates, Inc.)




We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion

and direct closure of the cases listed below, effective May 19, 1997. Closing these

cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the necessary

time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.




M. RECOMMENDATIONS.

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective May 19, 1997, and
approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:
1. Pre-MUR 338

2. Pre-MUR 339

B. Take no action, close the file effective May 19, 1997, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

MUR 4419
MUR 423
MUR 4424
MUR 4429
MUR 4430
MUR 4431
MUR 4433
MUR 4437
MUR 4440

10.
11.

12

i

13.

14

15.

MUR 4450
MUR 4452
MUR 4455
MUR 4456
MUR 4457
MUR 4458

. MUR 4461

MUR 4462
MUR 4464

. MUR 4465
. MUR 4469
. MUR 4475
. MUR 4479
. MUR 4482
. MUR 4487

MUR 4488

5. MUR 4489

l;m rence M Nobln
General Counsel




BE'ORR THE FEDERAL ELECTION C&(ISSION
In the Matter of

Enforcement Priority.

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmona, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 5-0 on May 12, 1997, to take the following actions with
respect to the General Counsel's May 6, 1957 report on
enforcement priority:

X Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective May 19, 1997, and approve the
appropriate letters in the following matters:

; 3 Pre-MUR 338
2. Pre-MUR 339

Take no action, close the file effective
May 19, 1997, and approve the appropriate
letters in the following matters:

4415 10. 4450 19. MUR 4465
4423 1l1. 4452 20. MUR 4469
4424 12. 4455 21. MUR 4475
4429 13. 4456 22. MUR 4479
4430 14. 4457 23. MUR 4482
4431 15. 4458 24. MUR 4487
4433 16. 4461 25. MUR 4488
4437 17. 4462 26. MUR 4485
4440 18. 4464

1.
2.
x
4.
-
6.
¥
8.
9.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and
Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Date ;7 arjorie W. Emmons
ary of the Commission
Received in the Secretariat: Tues.,
Circulated to the Commission: Wed.,

Ta AN 2w F ~ . O
Deadline for vote: Mon. .,




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20463

May 19, 1997

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Will T. Cheek, Chairman
Tennessee Democratic Party
| 808 West End Avenue
Suite 515

Nashville, TN 37203-3315

RE:- MUR 4489
E)_‘J' \-"1' (‘h\.‘ck

On October 1, 1996, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint alleging
certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™)

A fier considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on May 19, 1997 This
matter will become part of the public record within 30 days

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commission’s dismissal of
this action. See 2 US.C. § 437g(aX8)

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attomney
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 4489
GILL FOR CONGRESS

Will T. Cheek, Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman, alleges that Gill for
Congress (the “Committee”) converted campaign funds for the candidate’s personal use
by paying his personal debt on a Ford Explorer leased from Wiles Ford-Mercury
(“Wiles”). He claims the candidate leased this vehicle for personal use, the lease expired,
the Committee paid Wiles $2,500, and Gill kept the vehicle until Wiles and Ford Motor
Credit Company (“FMCC”) repossessed it in June 1996. He further alleges that the
Committee accepted a corporate contribution by using the vehicle until its repossession
without recompensing Wiles and FMCC. Cheek further asserts that the payment to Wiles
was mischaracterized as reimbursement for travel expenses in the committee’s July 1996
quarterly report, and that the reimbursement for such claimed expenses was improper
and untimely.

e Committee responds that Mr. Gill used a leased vehicle for both personal and
campaign activity. Respondents assert that, at the end of the lease, Gill elected to
purchase the vehicle. He also reportedly sought reimbursement from the committee for a
portion of the mileage accrued on the car for campaign-related activity between 3/6/95
and 3/30/96. Based upon their estimate of 10,000 miles, the Committee reimbursed the
candidate in the total amount of $2,500 on June 20, 1996. The Committee claims that such
payment is timely under FEC regulations, as it was tendered within 30 days after the
candidate’s claim for such expenses. The Committee further claims that it disbursed this
payment directly to Wiles rather than to Mr. Gill directly as an accommodation so that it
could be applied to the candidate’s down payment for the truck. The Committee denies
that this situation gave rise to any corporate contributions from either Wiles or FMCC.

Respondent Wiles provided copies of the sales agreement between it and Mr. Gill
for the Ford Explorer, and asserts that it had no intent to violate the FECA. Review of the
documents show that Mr. Gill purchased the Ford Explorer on June 27, 1996 and provided
a $2,500 down payment.

Respondent FMCC provided details about the facts and circumstances surrounding
the lease and repossession of the vehicle, and denies that its actions constituted any type
of contribution to the Committee. According to the documents, Mr. Gill's two year lease
of this car expired in January 1996. The truck appears to not have been returned at this
time, in accordance with the lease. When contacted through his campaign in March 1996,
Mr. Gill reportedly requested a six month extension of the lease but failed to sign and

opy of the extension agreement. After efforts to encourage Mr. Gill to either sign
he vehicle failed, FMCC repossessed the vehicle on June 19, 1996.

his matter is less ¢

significant relative to others pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 20483
May 19, 1997

Jeffrey S. Bivins, Treasurer
Gill for Congress Commuttee
1730 General George Patton Dr
Suite 212

Brentwood, TN 37027

RE: MUR 4489

Dear Mr. Bivins

On October 8, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification

Afler considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commussion has determined to
exercise its prosecutonal discretion and to take no action against Gill for Congress Committee
and vou, as treasurer.  See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in
this matter on May 19, 1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S.C. § 437g(a)X 12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenials to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Henry on our toll-free number, (800)-
424-9530. Our local number is (202) 219-3690

Sincerely,

W

F. Andrew Iu
Supervisory Atmmn_\
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 44389
GILL FOR CONGRESS

Will T. Cheek, Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman, alleges that Gill for
Congress (the “Committee”) converted campaign funds for the candidate’s personal use
by paying his personal debt on a Ford Explorer leased from Wiles Ford-Mercury
(“Wiles”). He claims the candidate leased this vehicle for personal use, the lease expired,
the Committee paid Wiles $2,500, and Gill kept the vehicle until Wiles and Ford Motor
Credit Company (“FMCC”) repossessed it in June 1996. He further alleges that the
Committee accepted a corporate contribution by using the vehicle until its repossession
without recompensing Wiles and F MCC. Cheek further asserts that the payment to Wiles
was mischaracterized as reimbursement for travel expenses in the committee’s July 1996
quarterly report, and that the reimbursement for such claimed expenses was improper
and untimely.

I'he Committee responds that Mr. Gill used a leased vehicle for both personal and
campaign activity. Respondents assert that, at the end of the lease, Gill elected to
purchase the vehicle. He also reportedly sought reimbursement from the committee for a
;pwrtiun of the mileage accrued on the car for campaign-related activity between 3/6/95
and 3/30/96. Based upon their estimate of 10,000 miles, the Committee reimbursed the
candidate in the total amount of $2,500 on June 20, 1996. The Committee claims that such
payment is timely under FEC regulations, as it was tendered within 30 days after the
candidate’s claim for such expenses. The Committee further claims that it disbursed this
payment directly to Wiles rather than to Mr. Gill directly as an accommodation so that it
could be applied to the candidate’s down payment for the truck. The Committee denies
that this situation gave rise to any corporate contributions from either Wiles or FMCC.

Respondent Wiles provided copies of the sales agreement between it and Mr. Gill
for the Ford Explorer, and asserts that it had no intent to violate the FECA. Review of the
documents show that Mr. Gill purchased the Ford Explorer on June 27, 1996 and provided
a $2,500 down payment.

Respondent FMCC provided details about the facts and circumstances surrounding
the lease and repossession of the vehicle, and denies that its actions constituted any type
f contribution to the Committee. According to the documents, Mr. Gill's two year lease
of this car expired in January 1996. The truck appears to not have been returned at this
time, in accordance with the lease. When contacted through his campaign in March 1996,
Mr. Gill reportedly requested a six month extension of the lease but failed to sign and
return a copy of the extension agreement. After efforts to encourage Mr. Gill to either sign
the extension or return the vehicle failed, FMCC repossessed the vehicle on June 19, 1996

[his matter is less significant relative to others pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 2046)

May 19, 1997

Steve Gill
416 Wilson Pike Circle
Suite 210
Brentwood, TN 37027

RE: MUR 4489
Dear Mr. Gill

On October 8, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commussion has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against you. Seg¢ attached namative
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on May 19, 1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If you wash to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your

additional matenals, any permissible submissions wall be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Henry on our toll-free number, (800)-
424-9530. Our local number is (202) 219-3690

Sincerely,

F. Andrew T dr‘w\

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment

Narrative




MUR 4439
GILL FOR CONGRESS

Will T. Cheek, Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman, alleges that Gill for
Congress (the “Committee”) converted campaign funds for the candidate’s personal use
by paying his personal debt on a Ford Explorer leased from Wiles Ford-Mercury
(“Wiles”). He claims the candidate leased this vehicle for personal use, the lease expired,
the Committee paid Wiles $2,500, and Gill kept the vehicle until Wiles and Ford Motor
Credit Company (“FMCC") repossessed it in June 1996. He further alleges that the
Committee accepted a corporate contribution by using the vehicle until its repossession
without recompensing Wiles and FMCC. Cheek further asserts that the payment to Wiles
was mischaracterized as reimbursement for travel expenses in the committee’s July 1996
quarterly report, and that the reimbursement for such claimed expenses was improper
and untimely.

The Committee responds that Mr. Gill used a leased vehicle for both personal and
campaign activity. Respondents assert that, at the end of the lease, Gill elected to
purchase the vehicle. He also reportedly sought reimbursement from the committee for a
portion of the mileage accrued on the car for campaign-related activity between 3/6/95
and 3/30/96. Based upon their estimate of 10,000 miles, the Committee reimbursed the
candidate in the total amount of $2,500 on June 20, 1996. The Committee claims that such
payment is timely under FEC regulations, as it was tendered within 30 days after the
candidate’s claim for such expenses. The Committee further claims that it disbursed this
payment directly to Wiles rather than to Mr. Gill directly as an accommodation so that it
could be applied to the candidate’s down payment for the truck. The Committee denies
that this situation gave rise to any corporate contributions from either Wiles or FMCC.

Respondent Wiles provided copies of the sales agreement between it and Mr. Gill
for the Ford Explorer, and asserts that it had no intent to violate the FECA. Review of the
documents show that Mr. Gill purchased the Ford Explorer on June 27, 1996 and provided
a $2,500 down payment.

Respondent FMCC provided details about the facts and circumstances surrounding
the lease and repossession of the vehicle, and denies that its actions constituted any type
of contribution to the Committee. According to the documents, Mr. Gill's two year lease
of this car expired in January 1996. The truck appears to not have been returned at this
time, in accordance with the lease. When contacted through his campaign in March 1996,
Mr. Gill reportedly requested a six month extension of the lease but failed to sign and
return a copy of the extension agreement. After efforts to encourage Mr. Gill to either sign
the extension or return the vehicle failed, FMCC repossessed the vehicle on June 19, 1996

[his matter is less significant relative to others pending before the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D C 2046)

May 19, 1997

Gwendolyn Wiles, Office Manager
Wiles Ford-Mercury

1304 N. Ellington Pkwy

P.O. Box 2157

Lewisburg, TN 37091

Dear Ms. Wiles

On October 8, 1996, the Federal Election Commuission notified Wiles Ford Mercury of a
complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed with that notification

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against Wiles Ford Mercury. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on May 19,
1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 US.C. § 437g(a)X 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, piease do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Henry on our toll-free number, (800)-
424-9530. Our local number 1s (202) 219-3690

Sincerely

YEA,C

I 7
-y
. Phes
F. Andrew Iurk/'_\

Supervisory Attomney
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 4489
GILL FOR CONGRESS

Will T. Cheek, Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman, alleges that Gill for
Congress (the “Committee”) converted campaign funds for the candidate’s personal use
by paying his personal debt on a Ford Explorer leased from Wiles Ford-Mercury
(*Wiles”). He claims the candidate leased this vehicle for personal use, the lease expired,
the Committee paid Wiles $2,500, and Gill kept the vehicle until Wiles and Ford Motor
Credit Company (“FMCC”) repossessed it in June 1996. He further alleges that the
Committee accepted a corporate contribution by using the vehicle until its repossession
without recompensing Wiles and FMCC. Cheek further asserts that the payment to Wiles
was mischaracterized as reimbursement for travel expenses in the committee’s July 1996
quarterly report, and that the reimbursement for such claimed expenses was improper
and untimely.

The Committee responds that Mr. Gill used a leased vehicle for both personal and
campaign activity. Respondents assert that, at the end of the lease, Gill elected to
purchase the vehicle. He also reportedly sought reimbursement from the committee for a
portion of the mileage accrued on the car for campaign-related activity between 3/6/95
and 3/30/96. Based upon their estimate of 10,000 miles, the Committee reimbursed the
candidate in the total amount of $2,500 on June 20, 1996. The Committee claims that such
payment is timely under FEC regulations, as it was tendered within 30 days after the
candidate’s claim for such expenses. The Committee further claims that it disbursed this
payment directly to Wiles rather than to Mr. Gill directly as an accommodation so that it
could be applied to the candidate's down payment for the truck. The Committee denies
that this situation gave rise to any corporate contributions from either Wiles or FMCC.

Respondent Wiles provided copies of the sales agreement between it and Mr. Gill
for the Ford Explorer, and asserts that it had no intent to violate the FECA. Review of the
documents show that Mr. Gill purchased the Ford Explorer on June 27, 1996 and provided
a $2,500 down payment.

Respondent FMCC provided details about the facts and circumstances surrounding
the lease and repossession of the vehicle, and denies that its actions constituted any type
of contribution to the Committee. According to the documents, Mr. Gill's two year lease

f this car expired in January 1996. The truck appears to not have been returned at this
time, in accordance with the lease. When contacted through his campaign in March 1996,
Mr. Gill reportedly requested a six month extension of the lease but failed to sign and
return a copy of the extension agreement. After efforts to encourage Mr. Gill to either sign
the extension or return the vehicle failed, FMCC repossessed the vehicle on June 19, 1996

I'his matter is less significant relative to others pending before the Comumnission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 2048)

May 19, 1997

John K. Godre, Esq

Ford Motor Credit Company Legal Office
The American Road

Dearborn, M1 48121-6044

RE: MUR 4489
Dear Mr. Godre

On October 8, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified the president of Ford
Motor Credit Company of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed with that
notification

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against Ford Motor Credit Company

See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on May 19,
1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Henry on our toll-free number, (800)-
$24-9530. Owr local number is (202) 219-3690

Sincerely,

N

F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




MUR 4489
GILL FOR CONGRESS

Will T. Cheek, Tennessee Democratic Party Chairman, alleges that Gill for
Congress (the “Committee”) converted campaign funds for the candidate’s personal use
by paying his personal debt on a Ford Explorer leased from Wiles Ford-Mercury
(“Wiles”). He claims the candidate leased this vehicle for personal use, the lease expired,
the Committee paid Wiles $2,500, and Gill kept the vehicle until Wiles and Ford Motor
Credit Company (“"FMCC") repossessed it in June 1996. He further alleges that the
Committee accepted a corporate contribution by using the vehicle until its repossession
without recompensing Wiles and FMCC. Cheek further asserts that the payment to Wiles
was mischaracterized as reimbursement for travel expenses in the committee’s July 1996
quarterly report, and that the reimbursement for such claimed expenses was improper
and untimely.

'he Committee responds that Mr. Gill used a leased vehicle for both personal and
campaign activity. Respondents assert that, at the end of the lease, Gill elected to
purchase the vehicle. He also reportedly sought reimbursement from the committee for a
portion of the mileage accrued on the car for campaign-related activity between 3/6/95
and 3/30/96. Based upon their estimate of 10,000 miles, the Committee reimbursed the
candidate in the total amount of $2,500 on June 20, 1996. The Committee claims that such
payment is timely under FEC regulations, as it was tendered within 30 days after the
candidate’s claim for such expenses. The Committee further claims that it disbursed this
payment directly to Wiles rather than to Mr. Gill directly as an accommodation so that it
could be applied to the candidate's down payment for the truck. The Committee denies
that this situation gave rise to any corporate contributions from either Wiles or FMCC.

Respondent Wiles provided copies of the sales agreement between it and Mr. Gill
for the Ford Explorer, and asserts that it had no intent to violate the FECA. Review of the
documents show that Mr. Gill purchased the Ford Explorer on June 27, 1996 and provided
a $2,500 down payment

Respondent FMCC provided details about the facts and circumstances surrounding
the lease and repossession of the vehicle, and denies that its actions constituted any type
of contribution to the Committee. According to the documents, Mr. Gill’s two year lease
of this car expired in January 1996. The truck appears to not have been returned at this
time, in accordance with the lease. When contacted through his campaign in March 1996,
Mr. Gill reportedly requested a six month extension of the lease but failed to sign and
return a copy of the extension agreement. After efforts to encourage Mr. Gill to either sign
the extension or return the vehicle failed, FMCC repossessed the vehicle on June 19, 1996.

['his matter is less significant relative to others pending before the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 204863

THISISTEEND OF MR # __ Y457

DATE FILMED £ /5-%7 CAMERA NO. _/_

CAMERAMAN j@/f




