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BEFOREI Ih EERAL ELECTON COWMSION

October 1,91996

Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee ,9 ID
)MUR# q0

-M- *Is

-i 4

Thie NRCC, by and through its Executive Director, Mfaria Cino, brings this complaint
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) (1994). T1he N.R.C.C. is located at 320 Firs Street, S.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20003.

O~ L S. £MMIY

The Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee is makdig campaign use of official
resouirces in violation of House Etics Rules and fWling to Meott thes illegal cotrbuions in

mm violation of federal election law. Ortiz's use of taxpayer funds to finance his elcin-
having official staff in a district office peforming campaign actiities, -- is blatantly unlawful.

(N

11. FACIS

1. Gerald Sawyer is the Custodian of Records for the Solomon Ortiz for Congress
Committee. &r Oriz for Congres Statement of organization (Exhibi 1).

N.I2 Mr. Sawyer is also district director for Congressman Ortiz's Corpus Christi
district office, for which he is paid roughly $40,000 (plus federal governmentIN ~ benefits) per year. Sf Clerk of the House Report, Ortiz Statement of
Disbursements for the First Quarter of 1995 (Exh. 2).

3. Ortiz's Corpus Christi district office is located at 3649 Leopard Street. The
telephone number at this office is (512) 883-5868. See Congressional Directory
p. 272 (Exh. 3).

4. Ortiz for Congress advertises 3649 Leopard Street as one of the addresses
employed by the campaign. Se Corpus Christi Telephone Book, Business
Pages p. 54 ('Erh. 4).

In a February 5. 1995 campaign filing submitted to the House Clerk. Ortiz for
Congress Committee recommends that questions regarding campaign activity

320 FirtStrem.. SE
Washington, D C 20003
(202) 479-7020
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should be directed to Gerald Sawyer at 512-883-5868, the officia district ofie
&c (Mlzt for Congmes FEC Miing Over Lever, Feb. 5, 1995 (Wr. 5).

Ill. PLSCLISSLN

It is beyond dispute that Mr. Ortiz's use of official resources for campaign activities
violates strict Ethics Rules promulgated by the House Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct. &C House Ethics Manual, pp. 280-285 (note Example 12, p. 285, explaining that
campaign volueers 'may ami stay late at the congressional office and make [campaign) cafts
from there."'). Barring reimbursement of the federal treasury by Congressman Ortiz,, the
unethical actions related herein can and will be subject of a future complaint before that
Committee.

Mr. Ortiz's actions also violate Federal Election laws on two counts -- failure to report
and poiited source contributions - and are therefore properly submitted to the Commission.

C-)
0 First, goods and services provided to a federal campaign must be reported as

contributions received. 2 U.S. C. § 434(b)(3)199%). The Ortiz for Congress Committee never
(NI reported the campaign's receipt of office space (and telephone use) provided by the

congressional district office. &c Exh. 5. Likewise, Ortiz for Congress does not report
reimbursing the U.S. Treasury for the campaign's use of these resources. Such reporting
omissions violate federal law.

Second, federal campaigns may not avail themselves of taxpayer fuinds, nor may
Congressmen tap federal treasuries to fund their recto efforts. In the words of the United
States District Court for the District of Columbia in Cojmo Cause v. BolIM1 574 F. Sskpp.
62)(.D .192,e ,41U.S 1 18)

It is clear from the record that Congress has recognized the
basic principle that government funds should not be spent to
help incumbents gain reelection.

Mr. Ortiz's contributions to his own campaign made out of his Official Member's
Allowance are unlawful and must be discouraged. The Commission should investigate this
violation and determine (1) how many other similar transgressions have occurred in Mr.
Ortiz's various taxpayer-funded offices and (2) whether these violations were knowing and
willful.



nJ zsVwjz
The C muana shoul 1n gate the campaign practices of the Solomon Ortiz for

Con9gres CaUmig. The caIdkb may not supplement campaign resourcs with taxpayer
moi0eys, granting Itef mpotd and ilegal contributions through Mr. Orilz's violations of
House Ethics rules. T1 Cnmsao should impose all penalties pritdand aPrpit
under law and should tke All other reasonable actions under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) to deter
future violatons of the law by the Ortiz Committee.

Executive Director

0

Distict of Columba
AAW Signed and sworn to beorwe this 4 th day of (Oc__, 1996.

NOTARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
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Honorable IDonnald K. Andrs=o, Clerk
U - S. Razoue of =1Reetatives
1036 Lawivorth Dulet~
Washin~gton,, D. C. 20515

Identifiction an bu: C0OI149187
Referen~ce: October Quarterly Report (7/1l/94-9/30

30'Day Poet-Qweraj Report (10/20/94-

Dear 14r.

I -w
reports t
to go bc
due to na
earned.

-- if

ENTERED AV. f i

PA u30
Conpa Oww ft"s MIS

'/94)
21/28/94)

erson:

subeittiug the following ifomr wtion to aend the aboveref lect the corrections In question. It was eesayto the 2/22/90 report to correct errors that were found
hetical errors and inadverteatiy omission of interesthe enclonsd reports are corrected up to present report.

)ere are any questions please contact Gorald Sawer at
S 12-883-5168.

TacYOU .

Sincerely,

lorencjo N. Rendon'
Assistant Treasurer
Ortiz for Congress Camtitte.

FHR/ggs I
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Wa~ft n OC2003October 3. 1 M

Maria Cino, Executive Director
National Republican CongressionalComte
320 First Stret, SE
Washington, DC 20003

RE: MUR 448

Dear Ms. Cino:

CNThis letter acknowledges receipt on October 1, 1996, of the compai you Mold alleging
possible violations of the Federal Ehectku -~i Act 01971, as macailed Cthe Acto). The
respondent(s) will be notified of ths omlan withn five day&.

You will1 be notified as soon th Pdemin Electikeofndacino
COyour complaint. Should yo receive my ad11ie-m- ialift in thiis -alle, plantfwaud it

to the Office of the General CounseL Sv&fwh baioa nbesw s o in te sm- P

as the original complainL. We have---I , 4- d&ubvr1A thi -e hM 41488 F e oa 10 mhs
number in all future communicatioa& For yw inhmnntiauwe hav lawbhd a bvie
description of the Commission's procedures for handlig conalaims.

Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

119 D 20MOctober 3,, 1996

Adelfino Palacios Jr.
Ortiz for Congress CoMmifte
P0 Box 7806
Corpus Christi, TX 71467

R& MUR 4488

C:> Dear Mr. Palacios:

The FederallkctinConwaildio received a rcomlaimt w!hiidicaae tdug Oitiz for
Congress Committee ('Camife) ad ymu as tvasurer, may linve violated the Federal
Election Cw11pe*-gn Act of 1971, * as aoxd ('die Act). A opy of the -plin is enclosed.
We have numberedA this nmter MUR44K8 Please referto thi. mbrin dif me
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the op miyto de nLatf tate in writ that no action
should be taken against the Committee and You, as treasurer in th =Ufr. Plems submit any

C) factual or legal materials which you believ ae relevan to the Commissions analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate., statemenPts1 should be submitted under oath. Your respose, which
should be addressed to the Geneal Counsels Ofie, must be submitted within 1S days of

>' receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4)(B) and
§ 437g(aX I 2XA) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represeted by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commnission.



wfyouIm~ aiy Oe~am ~m contac Mva E. Sad& at M2) 21#.340. F~w your
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ItBmc T. SelnkAtoey
Cw~~~el~ EnoremntD &~

1.CIom =--

2. Pomcetes
0% 3.- deIgnon ofCusSaement

cc: Thel Hoorble Soloaxx P. Ortiz
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

October 3, 199e

Gerald G. Sawyer, Cus in of Records
Ortiz for Congress Committe
P0 Box 7806
Corpus Christi, TX 78467

RE: MUR 4488

- Dear Mr. Sawyer.

The Federal Election Cou it raceived a, cwu *lat which inicafts that you my
- have violated the Fedeal Election Cmaig Act oE1971, as amnded ("the Act"). A copy of

the complaint is emiosed. We haw --munbued thists MUR 4488. Please refer to this
number in all fuiture cmi op aondence.

~~4) Under the Act, you have the oomt od onrein writd to action shoul
be taken against you in this matter. Plem sAb-it"any hetua or legal miiswk ic YOU
believe are relevant to the Conisms Mnlysis of this matter. WheM re q islrie, Itiements

Dshould be submitted under oath. Yow response, which should be adsedto the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. Nf no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the availabl
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4)(B) and
§ 4 37g(aXl2XA) unless you notify the Commission inwritingthat you wshthe ttrtobe
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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ALjkw PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSkINAL COtPO8AMhNS
(,7 FouRTEENTH STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON. D.C 20005-2011

TF.I.EPHONE 202 628-6600 FACSMILE 202 434- 1690

JUDmiT L. CORLEY
(202) 434-16221

October 22, 1996
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Colleen T. Sealander, Esq.
Central Enforcement Docket
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
6th Floor
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Re: NIUR 4488 - Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee

Dear Ms. Sealander:

This letter is in response to the complaint filed by the National Republican
Congressional Committee ("NRCC") against the Solomon Ortiz for Congress
Committee. This complaint was designated as MUR 4488. This complaint is without
merit and should be dismissed.

Gerald Sawyer is the district director for Congressman Ortiz's Corpus Christi
district office and is paid from the federal treasury as a congressional employee. The
Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee has also designated Mr. Sawyer as the
Custodian of Records for the committee. Mr. Sawyer's primary duty as Custodian of
Records is to file Federal Election Commission reports of receipts and disbursements.

In Its complaint, the NRCC alleges that Mr. Sawyer's dual role violates federal
campaign law~s. Even if the NRCC's allegations could be considered a violation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act, in these circumstances, no violation has occurred.

Cong~ress has stated, l[als long as employees complete those official duties
required by the member for which the employees are compensated from public funds,
the,%, are gyenerallIy free to engage in personal, campaign, or other nonofficial
activities.- See House Ethics Mlanual, p. 200. Congressional employees are free to
engage in campaign activities in any free time after their official duties are complete.

1 4 Z - ' ) \,i#, ;j i ',

N, N, N, N, N,
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Colleen T. Sealander, Esq.
October 22, 1996
Page 2

Mr. Sawyer states he fulfills his duties as Custodian of Records for the Solomon Ortiz
for Congress Committee in his free time.

Further, the Commission' s own regulations specifically exempt from the
definition of the term "contribution"' "the value of services provided without
compensation by any individual who volunteers on behalf of a candidate .....
I I CFR § lO.7(bX3).

The NRCC also alleges the Ortiz Committee is using Congressman Ortiz's
Corpus Christi district office as a campaign office, a prohibited use of federal funds
for campaign purposes. Again, while the NRCC's allegations do not make out a
violation of the FECA, in any event, there would be no violation here. Ortiz's Corpus
Christi district office street address and the Ortiz Committee campaign office street
address are in fact, the same. However, this address is to a large office building with
a number of different offices located at the same address. Ortiz's district office and
Ortiz's campaign office are at two entirely different locations within the same office
building. This explains why the offices have the same street address, but why there is

N no FEC violation.

Further, the NRCC alleges the Ortiz district office and the Ortiz campaign
office are the same because they have the same phone number. This allegation arises
as a result of a campaign filing by the Ortiz for Congress Committee asking that
questions be directed to Gerald Sawyer at 512/883-5868. This is actually the number

D to the Ortiz district office, not the Ortiz campaign office. Mr. Sawyer mistakenly
provided the incorrect phone number to the FEC for the Ortiz campaign office. There
are two distinct phone numbers for two separate offices within the same building.
Steps have been taken to ensure that no further mistakes such as this will occur in the
future.

The Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee has not availed itself of any
federal funds or services. Mr. Sawyer has only worked for the Ortiz Committee in his
free time after performing his duties as a federal employee. There are two distinct
offices for Congressman Ortiz located in the same building at the same address:- the
district office and the campaign office. There are tw-o separate telephone lines to
these offices and , in the future, all correspondence referencing the campaign will
include only campaign phone numbers. The attached swvorn affidavit of Gerald
Sawyer confirms each of the statements refuting the NRCC's allegations.

1(1 21 1)11040.11-4-OKII D\91 .'910029!



Coflecn T. Sealander, Esq.
Octoer 22Z 1996
Page 3

The Solomon Ortiz for Congress Committee has not violated FEC regulations
in any way and will continue to adhere to FEC regulations in the future. This
complaint should be dismissed.

\eytruly yours,

Judith L. Corley
Counsel to Solomon Ortiz for
Congress Committee

C'1
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OIFORE3 T"E FEERL EtLECTIN COOISSION

AFFIDAVIT OF GERALID SAWyER

IGerald Sawyer, hereby state as follows:

1. I have personal knovle4ge of the facts get forth
herein and if called to testify in this Matter, I would
testify As Get forth herein.

C42. 1 a Presently employed as district director of
__ COngressman Solomo0n Ortiz's Corpus Christi Congressona
C4 Offic, at 3649 Leopard Street, The phone number of the
co district office is 512/883-.5868.

nV
3. In my tree time, after my Of ficial duties have bee"

completed, I act as the custodian of Records for the Solomon
Ortiz for Congress Committee. This is purely a VolUnteer
activity and I have made no contributions to my employing
Member.

4. The Solomon Otiz for Congress Committee otffice is
also located at 3649 Leopard Street in Corpus Christi. This
address is a large building with a number of offices located
at the same address. Both the district Office of Congressman
Ortiz and the Ortiz for Congress Office are located within the
same building, but they are two separate offices.



"FILE tb. W~ 10/18 '96 IM% WINS CGlE 206

5. 1 submitted a campignf fi3.inq On February 5, 1995f

listing the number of the ortiz for 
Congress Off ice as

512/883-5868# Which is actually 
the phone number for

Congressanl Ortisa district office. This was a mistake on my

part. There is another number for the 
Ortiz for CongressS

Off ice and I failed to include 
the correct number.

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. S 1746, i declare under penalty Of

perjury under the laws of the 
United States of Aue494 that

t foeoil is true nd correct. Executed this .~day 
of

040

NOTARY PUBLICIState of Texas
to Comm Exp. 03-03-97
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BEFORE THE FEEAL ELECION COUMJSSV0TZ #:,

In the Matter of)

ENFOREMENTfPWR

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT SENSITIVE
L INRODUCTIN.

The casm listed below have benidentified as either stale or of low

priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System

(EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

IL CASES RECOM ENE FOR CLOSRE.

A. Case Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Casm
Pending Before the Commission

El'S was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their

pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the

matters relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not

warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED)

evaluates each incoming matter using Commission-approved criteria which

results in a numerical rating of each case.

Closing such cases permits the

Commission to focus its limited resources on more important cases presently

pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 28 cases which do

f*-.

C4
Q

04

co
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C4I

CO

'Thse ase ar: I-J 449 (I~u32!#~CnS ;MUM 4423 (DV&S for CoA)gSSmg MUR 4424

(Nevadans ory Spag, lWOn); MUR 4429 (Delhluxt for ors) MUnRt43" (e. Liin;

Congres); MMR 4431 ([EugElfor Cogress); WM 4433 (Delh"ftfi ConRes) 4450 4437ou Treasury

for ongrsS oinmttc MUR 4440 (Sue WelY fir CongresS)'MR45 NaollTrsr

E Cpoyeres; M45 Mi d-SU N. ;MR "455 (ty of MIWUok); M~lJ 4456 (ackson

Min Lt.) MU "57 (U.S. DepiftmWnt of Health and HujmanSeve).UR46(MA 
MRdo)

MU-R 4461 (Americans For Freedowi of Qavice PAC; UR46 (Elk" 0. Tauscher) M1J 4464

(Noruiowd for CongreSS) MUR 4465 (Ijncoln for Congmes) MMR 4469 (Mae~ wUmfo te);U

MI-JR4475(ManpOe? 
Temporary Ser Inc e), MUR 4479 (Owns for CongressComnt4MIJ

MR447 (Mk McoI~~irCngeS; MUR 4487 (Citizens for A Strong Americ); MUR 4488 (Ortiz for

Con gress); MUR 4489 (Gl or Con gress); MUR pre -MUjR 338 (Richard ClarYsk n.;a r-U

339 (Mammel & AssociOWes, Inc.).

I]

ttd reoitcosS u~ma~ d.~bcm. Os a&~* ad fts EactOr

A l 4rmgt to furthe

leading tO a~ltrtt ci w pktyand rcsll'~~

pursue the matter.



S

S

We rcoLJ"med tha the Commission exercise its prOsecutorial disreio

06anmd direct closure of the cases listed below, effective May 19, 1997. Closin these

came as of thi date wil permit CE kad the Lega Review Teamth cmr
C41

timet to prepare dosing lettei and cms fibes for the public record.

4"*
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ilL 13I.I1Qm

A. Decline to open a MUR. fts mhe ft evo MY 19,19, aM

ppoethe appr4 oprae letters in the floing matuen

1. Pre-MUR 338

2 Pre-MUR 339

B. Take no action, close the file effective May 19,1997, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters

1 .

2
C)

(N 3.

C'4 4.

doom 5.

0'4 6.

CO 7.

IVI 8.

9.

MUR 4419

MUR 4423

MUR 4424

MUR 4429

MUR 4430

MUR 4431

MUR 4433

MUR 4437

MUR 4440

4 2

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

MUR 4450

MUR 4452

MUR 4455

MUR 4456

MUR 4457

MUR 4458

MLJR 4461

MUR 4462

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

MUR 4465

MUR 4469

MUR 4475

MUR 4479

MUR 4482

MUR 4487

MUR448

MUR44-

PX4

IUR 4464

LM Noble
General Counsel

110k, .
w Wft



DEFOUN II VIinthT~ IIWeh~

Zu the matter of

Inforcemmt Priority,

1, Marjorie W. numons, Secretary of the Federal Ulectics

Cmission, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a

vat* of 5-0 on May 12, 1997, to take the following actions with

respect to the General Counsel a May 6, 1997 report on

enforcement priority:

A. Decline to open a MUR!, close the file
effective May 19, 1997, and approve the
appropriate letters in the followftg mtters:

1. Pre-KUR 336
2. Pre-MUR 339

B. Take no action, clos~e the file effective
Kay 19, 1997# ea" approve the apprrate
letters in the following utters:

NKl! 4419
MU! 4423
NMl! 4424
MU! 4429
MU! 4430
KU! 4431
MU! 4433
KU! 4437
NUR! 4440

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

UM! 4450
KU! 4452
MR! 4455
UM 4456
MU! 4457
MU! 4456
MU! 4461
MU! 4462
MU! 4464

1.9.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

MR! 4465
Un 4469
MD! 4475

UM 447 9
MU! 44682
MU! 4467
U! 4466
U! 4499

Commissxioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, MoGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

sec of the Comission

Received in the Secretariat: Tue.#,
Circulated to the Commission: Wed.,
Deadline for vote: None*

May 06, 1997
May 07, 1997
May 12, 1997

2:45 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

bjr

C'4

C4J

C4B

53: OW -11-
Dat4 "



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

TMay19,1997

Ted Manuss, Executive Director
Nationkal ReulcnCongressional Conunlitte
320 First Street, SE
Washington, D.C. 20003

RE: MUR 4488

Dear Mr. Manuss:
(N

04 Maria Cino, alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Cwnpuign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act").

Afte cnieigte. t Of this matler, the Commission has 1wmie toexercise its paos ec torial discretion and to take no action agaist the reandet.~gatce
co narrative. Accogy, the aam~ndmdisfil inhis m~ eon May 19,1997. Thismatter will becomne part of the public ftwcd within 30 deys.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicia review of the Coffmissons dismissa of
this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

sincerely,

<c F.Adrrley
Supevi Attorney

C~nrlnforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative
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MUR 4488
ORTIZ FOR CONGRESS COMMIE7TEE

Maria Cino, former Executive Director for the National Republican
Congressional Committee, alleges that the Solomon Ontz for Congress Commnitte
wilawfufly made use of official resources in support of his re-election campaign and
failed to report such use. Specifically, she alleges that Gerald Sawyer serves as bad,
Custodian for Records for the Ortiz Committee and as district director for Mr. Ortiz's
district office. She also alleges that the campaign shares office space with the
congressman's district office, both of which are located at 3649 Leopard Street, Corpus
Christi, TX In support of her contentions, she alleges that the Ortiz for Congress
Committee provided the telephone number for the district office in a filing with the
House Clerk as the place to which questions about campaign activity should be directed
She also alleges that this filing names Gerald Sawyer as the campaign contact point.

In response to the complaint, respondents affirm Mr. Sawyer's position as
Congressman Ortiz's district director, but state that he fulfills his campaign-eated duties
as Custodian of Records for the Ortiz Committee in his free time after perfig fohis

INduties as a federal employee. Respondents furthe assert that the Ortiz district offic and
CNIthe Ortiz campaign office occupy two dlifferent office suites within the same WNg;

thus, they share an address but do not share office space. Respondents contend tha the
provision of the district office telephone number in the filing with the House Clerk was

C4 made in error, pointing out that the district and campaign offices have two different
telephone numbers. Respondents conclude by providing assurances tha measwes have

co been taken to ensure that no further errors of this nature occur.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate the Act and this matteir is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMIISSION
WASHIM4T(*4. D.C. MW4

May 19,1997

Aklfino Palados,, Jr., Treasure
Ortiz fbr Campvu Comtee
PO Box 7806
Corpus ClvisiTX 78467

RE: MLJR 448

Doar W. Palacios.

Out (~er 3, 1996, th e oa1Election Conuimion ntfedyo ca coupli
alleing certi -viobt1-s- 6f te Federal Election Cuumnign Adt of 1971, a amended. A copy

qT of the v compi seclosed with that notflcario~a

After -om*,-n the cirstCSMIces of this I -lip the Cnso has dlindto
ets its promerweral discrationi and lotake no actiua ag Ortiz for Coop=s CAmniae

andW = you as Ummaw So attached uawative. Accongy the CcmiuoIcoeLisfiei
(%4 tis matter on bay 19, 1997.

co Mhe c n flftaity prvsin f2 U.S.C. I 437aa 12) n. o~ q aply and ts uer
is now puiblic. In addto athio the complete file ms be place onth pudic remer
within 30 &"%s this could ocrat any time fllowin w etiflcati*oas of the COMMisos vowt.
If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to ap wmon the publicreod please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public recor pior to recq* of your
additional materials, any permnissi1ble submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, 1 (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

4 F. Andrew Turv
Super"io ttre
Centra E ent Docket

Attachment
Narrative

4



M"R 4483
ORTI FOR CONGREScommITEE

Maria Cino, former Executive Director for the National Republican
Congressional Commiafte alleges that the Solomnon Oritz for Cnges Cmnm
unlawfully made use of official resources in support of his reolcion cm an md
failed to rqxt such use. Specifically, she alleges that Gerald Sawyer serves asboth
Custodian for Records for thie Ortiz Committee and as district director for Mr. *Ortiz's
district office. She also allees that the campaign shares office space with the
congressman's district office, both of which are located at 3649 Leopard Street CorpusChristi, TX In support of her contentions, she alleges that the Ortiz for Congress
Committee provided the telephone number for the district office in a filing with the
House Clerk as the place to which questions about campaign activity should be divew&d
She also alleges that this filing names Gerald Sawyer as the campaign contact point.

In response to the complaint, respondents affirm Mr. Sawyer's position as
Congressman Ortiz's district director, but state that he fulfills his campaign-rlted duties
as Custodian of Records for the Ortiz Committee in his free time after peiform -ing his
duties as a federal employee. Respondents further assert that the Ortiz district office andC4 the Ortiz campaign office occupy two different office suites within the same building
thus, the-y share an address but do not share office space. Respondents contend tha the
provision of the district office telephone number in the filing with the House Clerk wasmade in error, pointing out that the district and campaign offices have two different

C4telephone numbers. Respondents conclude by providing asuacsthat mesuires have
been taken to ensre that no further errors of this nature occur.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate the Act and this matis lss
IV-tosignificant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.



fEDRAL ELECTON COMMISSION
WAS"WNP D.C. 203

May 19,1997

Geral 0. Suw00ym, C sIu of Rcords
Ortiz for Cm aqegs i1be
PO BOX 7306
Copu CritTX 73467

RE: UM 4488

Dear W. Sawyer

On (k~a 3, 1996, the Federal Eletio m mso UNPiied you of a oqaw
allegngcerain -ilim of the Fedeal Electim Caspaig Act of 1971, a amnded.& A copyOf the copam a enclosad with that notficatimn

04
Af4e cndeigtecvwsacs Of this T~m h onisi.h wmndtC4 exercise its jxMIC dietionl sxd lo take no acorn apiwu you ft afcd iniawe.

ACCariuagymth cloed is file inthsnIauson Aay 19, 1997.

04 The cuuidialMY Fps i a of 2 U.S.C. § 437gaX 12) vo IoWga apply and t*is mat
co is neow pinlic. In mdduM, alhug h comlete file, ,I be place n the pli reco

within 30 days, ft coloce tayiefloigctiMo fteC iiswe
if YOU wish to smit any factual or lega aeil o perm h pialircrd ime e so
as soon a ~possible. VWie the file may be plasced ion the pMic recom priom 10 raccipt of youraddiional materiaks any permnissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-freetephn
number, 1 (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

F. Andrew T aley
Supervi Atorney
Central Edfrcent Docket

Attachment
Narrative



MUR 4488
ORTI FOR CONGRESS COMMIr E

Maria Ciao, former Executive Director for the National Republican
Congessional Committee, alleges that the Solomon Oritz for Congres Cma~ee
unlawfully made use of official resources in support of his re-election campaI- and
failed to report such use. Specifically, she allees that Gerald, Sawyer serves as bath
Custodian for Records for the Ortiz Committee and as district director for Mr Ortiz's
district office. She also alleges that the campaign shares office space with t
congressman's district office, both of which are located at 3649 Leopard Street, Corpus
Christi, TX In support of her contentions, she alleges that the Ortiz for Congress
Committee provided the telephone number for the district office in a filing with the
House Clerk as the place to which questions about campaign activity should be direclad
She also alleges that this filing names Gerald Sawyer as the campaign contact point

In response to the complaint, respondents affirm Mr. Sawyer's position as
Congressman Ortiz's district director, but state that he fulfills his campaign-related duties
as Custodian of Records for the Ortiz Committee in his free time after perfonning his
duties as a federal employee. Respondents further assert that the Ortiz district office and

('I the Ortiz campaign office occupy two different office suites within the samne building
thus, they share an address but do not share office space. Respondents contend doa the
provision of the district office telephone number in the filing with the House Clerk wa

401Mmade in error, pointing out that the district and campaign offices have two diffa%
04telephone numbers. Respondents conclude by providing assurances that me*== Dav

been taken to ensure that no further errors of this nature occur.

NI There appears to be no serious intent to violate the Act and this matte is le
significant relative to other matters pending before the Commission.
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