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To whom 11 may concern

This 1s a complaint against Ralph Nader. a candidate for president on 12 state ballots. for falhng to
register with the FEC as a candidate and provide disclosure of lis campaign and personal finances as
required by law

\Mr Nader has said publicly on numerous occasions that he does not intend to file any disclosure reports
with the FEC and that he is not legally required to do so since he will spend less than $5 000 on his
campaign While Mr Nader 1s correct that the law does not impose filing obligations on persons who
make campaign expenditures of less than $5.000°, Mr Nader's activities as reported by the media
indicate that his expenditures already exceed that amount

Indeed. Mr Nader's campaign travel expenditures alone appear to exceed $5.000  In addition, even
greater expenditures appear to have been made on behalf of Mr Nader's campaign. and with his
cooperation, by the Green Party

I. Travel Expenditures
A Nader has traveled to numerous cities for campaign events

Mr Nader has held press conferences. given media interviews, and made speeches in which he has
discussed s campaign in at least 12 cities. according to published reports (Attached 1s a summary of
Mr Nader’s campaign travel, as well as copies of the articles and interview transcnipts upon which the
summary 1s based ) At each of these events. Mr Nader cnticized other presidential candidates, spoke of
breaking up the two-party “duopoly.” or offered other reasons tor voters to support him Expenses
resulting from this activity seem clearly to fall within the defimmtion of campaign expenditure as set forth
in 11 CFR 100 8(aM 1) ~“A purchase. pavment. distribution. loan  advance, deposit. or gift of money
or anvthing of value, made by anv person for the purpose of influencing anv election tor Federal office 1s
an expenditure -

Whike disclosure of a presidential candidate < personal finances 1s required under the Government Erhics Act which s
not withun the junsdiction of the FEC, the obligation of a4 person 1o file such disclosure 1s tnggered when the person
qualifies as a candidaie under FEC regulanons

See 11 CFR 100 3a)

Whale the law establishes that “maidental contacts do not constitule campaign activiny. NMr Nader s public statements
ibout his campangn are clearly more than “inadental contacts ™ In many cases. lus remarks were made at press
conferences and i mtenviews with reporters where questions about his campaign were 1o be expected  indeed. Mr Nader
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B Expenditures resulting from Nader's campaign travel appear easily 1o exceed $5,000

According to the attached articles and interview transcripts, Mr Nader has made campaign stops in
Bedford (NH). Svracuse (NY), Ithaca (NY), Haverford (PA). Providence, Seattle. Cleveland, Los
Angeles, Sacramento. Berkeley, Los Angeles (again), and Chicago  Under the law, the full cost of Mr
Nader's transportation 1o and from each of these cities 1s a campaign expenditure, regardless of who
paid tor it or whether Mr Nader also engaged in non-campaign-related activity in any of these cities '
Assuming My Nader traveled by anhine tor distances greater than 200 miles and by car for shorter
distances. and assumung he used the lowest advance-purchase arrfares available for midweek travel, his
transportanion expenditures alone would have been about $3200

I'ts caleulaton does not include the facilities remal costs for s campaign-related press conferences
and speeches . the costs of any hotels used. or anv other expenses associated with his campaign stops
all of which are campaign expenditures under the law even if paid by others

I1. Green Party Expenditures
A The Green Party has made thousands of dollars in expenditures on behalt of Nader's campaign

. The Green Party has supported Mr Nader’s campaign chieflv by organizing efforts to quahfy him for
ballot status in a number of states (often as an independemt or write-in candidate) and by hosting a
national convention at which Mr Nader was officiallv nominated the Green Party’s presidential
candidate While no reports have appeared in the news media indicating how much the party has spent
on ballot qualification efforts, the nominating convention and a four-day conference held in conjunction
with the convention were reported to have cost approximately $25.000 ~ While many of the events
were devoted to activities not directly related to Mr Nader's campaign, Mr Nader’s nomination and his
acceptance speech took up one full day and were billed by the Party as the main purpose of its

homselt has saod repeatedls that he would rely on such comacts with the media 10 moumt hus campaign. ~ Asked how he
planned to reach voters, Nader sind he would “campaign through the free |news| media and make very brief sojourns
through a number of stales — (Sec attached o dngeles Times aricle ) “Nader 1s planning to use free TV appearances.
the Imernet and college speaking tours to advance hus cause 1118 a no-monev campaign.” he sand ™ (Sec aruicle #6
siached 10 camparen travel summan )
11 CFR 106 3ib) qtates
Travel expenses pand for by a candidate from personal tunds. or from a source other than a pohitical
commutice. shall constitute reportable expenditures it the travel 1s campaign-related
DOWhere o candidate s inp oimvolves both campaiegn-related and non-campaign-related stops. the
cvpenditures allocable for campaign purposcs are reportable. and are calculated on the actual cost-per-
e of the means of transportation actually nsed. starting at the point of ongin of the tnp. via even
campaigr-related stop and ending at the point of ongin
Where a candidate conducts any campaign-related activiiy in a stop. the stop 1s a campaign-related
stop and o ol expenditures made are repontable. Campaign-related activines shall not include am
incidental contacts
Sec aitached summan of campargn travel tor detals
Note that onh campaign events held outside Washington, D C are anted in thos letter. Facihues remal costs for events
hickd 1n Washington. D O such as that reported in the anached H ashungron Post anticle. should also be coumed towards
the S5 (4K threshold

See attached arucie from P
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gathering © Clearly. a siemificant portion of the total $25.000 cost constituted an expenditure on behalf
of Mr Nader's campaign

B Green Party expenditures are not “independent expenditures” and so must be counted towards the
$5.000 threshold

U nder the law. an independent expenditure 1s “an expenditure by a person tor a communication
expressly advocating the election or defeat o' a clearly identified candidate which is not made with the
cooperation or with the prior consent of. or i consultation with, or at the request or suggestion ol a
candidate or any agent or authorized commttee ot such candidate " (11 CFR 109 1(a))

Mr Nader has clearly cooperated with the Green Party's effonts on behalt of lis campaign  He has
given his consent to appear on state ballots as the Green Party’s candidate, he spoke at their nominating
convention. and he appeared at a Green Partv-hosted press conference alongside a large placard
readimg “Vote Green ' Ralph Nader for President

11T CFR 109 §(¢) states that “an independent expenditure not qualifying under this section as an
independent expenditure shall be a contnbution in-kind to the candidate and an expenditure by the
candidate. unless otherwise exempted (emphasis added)

111. Conclusion

Despite Mr Nader's oft-repeated claim that he will spend less than $5.000 on his presidential campaign.
expenditures made on behalf of his campaign have clearly exceeded that amount. qualifving him under
the law as a candidate As a candidate. Mr Nader 1s required to disclose both lis campaign and
personal finances He has failed to do so and stated publicly that he has no intention of doing so in the
future We urge vou take whatever action 1s necessary to bring Mr Nader into comphance with the law
and provide members of the public the financial information they are entitled to regarding this candidate

Sincerely,

s
NMichael Johnson

See attached pross release rssued by the Green Parm

See attached article from [os Angeles [in

It 18 possible that Mr Nader considers expenditures by the Green Party “otherwise exempted” under 11 CFR
IO Tranito, which states

A expenditures puade by the national state and subordimate comnuitees ol a political party pursuant to

PLCEFR 110 T on behall of that pany '« Presidental candidate shall not count against the candidate ‘s
axpendiiure limutations under 11 CFR 1108
CER TTON howeser, refers onls 10 the expenditure himitations imposed on candidates who accept federal funding
Nothing in 1HCFR DTHO Teane sugeests that party expenditures do not count towards the $5 000 expenditure threshold

ion l|u_|'m\ g as a candidaic
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Summary of Nader’s Campaign Travel

City: Bedtord. NH

Date: 21296

Est. Transportation Expense': 8240
Campaign-Related Activity: Appearance on Phil
Donahue show (aired from New Hampshire for the
presidential primary) From the show. PD
runnmg in Now Hampshire ™ RN
on the Green ballot m Calitornia. and perhaps in
Maine And the idea 1€ not to just do jackpot politics
We've gor to break up the two-party duopoly i this
countrs  So mamy people are ahenated from it Look,
Perot gets 19 mullion votes because he's None of the
Above in 1992 SO we re going 1oty 1o generate morg
competition  (See item #1 )

Are vou
Noo |m running

City: Ithaca. \Y

Date: 4 23 Yo

Est. Transportation Expense: S144
Campaign-Related Acrivity: Press conference
prior to speech at Comell From Posr Srandard “Ata
news conference betore his 8 pm lecture, Nader said
he deaided to run for president on the Green Party
ticket in the hope that it wall torce the major-party
candidates to focus on the damage that corporations
arc doing 1o the nanon " They re pounng huge
amounts of money into pohtical campaigns at all levels
that corrupt the pohtical process. Nader sad “And
none of the candidates. at any level. are making
corporate accountabihmy —Ilaw and order tor
corporations—a major 1ssuc in tharr campaigns — (S
item #3 )

City: Svracuse. NY

Date: 3 2796

Est. Transportation Expense: S144
Campaign-Related Activity: Made speech at
Svracuse University 1o 300 students and residents
From Post-Seandard “He said he decided to run for
president when President Chinton failed to achieve
sigmificant changes while in the Whate House. The
Democrats and Repubhicans are both under the control
of corporate Amenca, he smd. and no onc 1s
representing the average Amencan “We can't take it
amvmore,” Nader said. descrnibing elections as “a choice
between the bad and the worse He said his
candidacy will appeal to laborers who feel left out of
both major partics ™ (See item =2 )

City: Havertord. PA

Date: 42896

Est. Transportation Expense: S30
Campaign-Related Activity: Specch to 150 people
at Haverford College and news interview  From
Piladelpiia Inguerer “In an interview, Nader said
this was his reason tor a presidential run—to break up
the two-party svstem. which he called a “duopoly
Nader said he s not raisig money for his candidacy

It s what he called a “ven unconventional” approach to
politics He sand he was relving on grass-roots
organizing and volunteers . Dunng the three-hour

cvent. petibons circulated that could quahfy Nader for
the Pennsy hvama ballot — (See item =4 and addional
article trom Dallas Moming News attached as #4a )

Fransportation expenses are estimated based on the lowest roundtnp mrtare trom Washimgion. D C not requinng a

Saturday stav-over offered by USAur Unned. and Conninental. with the exception that an expense of 30 cents a mule 18

estmated 1or mips ol fess than
Nader s home and office are located
Roundtnp mrtare 1o Bostol

Jobomles Washingion D (

1 used as the point of ongimation because 1t where Mr



City: Providence. Rl

Date: 42996

Est. Transportation Expense: $165
Campaign-Related Activity: Speech at Brown
University . From Providence Journal-RBulletin “In
the afternoon session, Nader did talk about his
campaign He said he's not out to get mam votes. but
to posc critical questions and build a large enough
‘progressive” third party so that Democrats and
Republicans ahke will have to deal with it 7 (See item

#5 )

City: Cleveland. OH

Date: 6796

Est. Transportation Expense: $144
Campaign-Related Activity: Discussions with
“Labor for Nader” Green Party members From a
report posted on the Intermet by Walt Sheasby, a Green
Party candidate “In discussions with the “Labor for
Nader™ Greens in Cleveland. Nader also discussed and
approved the enhsting of a “team’ of supporters. who
mught serve as electoral college “state electors.” to
carmy the message of the campaign and to allow Greens
and progressinves to educate and orgamze around 1ssucs
of atfirmaunve acton, immgram nghis, and the hie
(See tem 27 )

$45 1n muleage expense from Haverford to Providence and $1200 for one-wan aartar
Fare used for this estimate assumes a Saturdan night stav=over since Nader < Cal!

weekend

%

City: Scattle WA

Date: 5100

Est. Transportation Expense: 5] 392
Campaign-Related Activity: Speech to tnal
lawvers and press conference . From Scattle Post-
Ralph Nader plans to offer Presidemt
Chinton "modest competition” in the Novembeer
presadential race. but there s nothing modest about the
agenda bemng advanced by the consumer advocate
Nader 1s planming to use free TV appearances. the
Intemet and colicge speaking tours to advance his
cause 'ltis a no-money campaign,” he said Nader
professed not to worny that his candidacy might
merease chances that Dole will win tin November It
vou 're going to start a progressive reform movement,

Intelhgencer

vou ¢an't be wormed about taking votes anay from onc
candidate or another.” he sard (See 1tem #6 and
addmonal amcle artached as =6a )

City: Los Angeles. CA

Date: 7/26/96

Est. Transportation Expense: $584°
Campaign-Related Activity: Press conference
From 4gence France-Fresse Al a press conference
here. Nader said he would be on the ballot in as many
as 2% states. perhaps more. and he 1s entirely
unapologetic if he draws votes away from Clinton
Chinton < motto could be A mund 1s a ternble thing
he sand ghibly of the president s

And Dole s
(See item =X

to make up
notonous penchant 1o wattle on 1ssues
could be “1've yust begun to blunder

and AP ston attached as =3a)

¢ back 10 Washingion

ra campargn swing spanned a



City: Sacramento, CA
Date:
Est. Transportation Expense: S10X

Campaign-Related Activity: Not exactls clear
fescnbed in press as

T :-' Ly (1 TR G

campaign stop - From
Sacramento Bee 7 This candidacy 1s not designed
to win. Nader said dunng a recent campaign Stop in
Sacramento Tt s designed to bwild  a moderate-
redd progressive political party that 1in a few vears can
make sure that the two partics will never be able to say
to progressive Amencans, Y ou have nowhere to go.
be considered apathetic because
{See iem =Y

but vote tor us or

W aon L vole

City: Los Angeles, CA

Date: 81996

Est. Transportation Expense: 51 604
Campaign-Related Activity: Specch and press
conference at Green Party nominating convention. The
low Angeles Times photographed Nader speaking in
front ot a “Ralph Nader tor Pressdent” sign From the
[imes “The candidate did not spare either of his major
parmy opponents his sharp-cdged wit  President
Clhinton 15 too unprimcipled ever to lose to Sen. Dole.
Nader sad
flank

wided

He waill never let Dole turn s nght
And of Chnton s Republican opponent. he
There are tew lemsiators i historny who have
<oid out more thoroughly . more frequently and more

inversels than Senator Dole  (Seenmem =211 )

he attached article

%

City: Berkeley, CA

Date: 7/27/96

Est. Transportation Expense: nominal
Campaign-Related Activity: Press conference
From Fresno Boe “Nader was on a campaign swing
through Cahforma that included appearances in
Sacramento. Berkeley, Beverly Hills and Los Angeles
He stopped in Berkeley to meet bnefly wath a small
group of reporters n a neighborhood church ™ (Sec
iem #10 )

City: Chicago

Date: 8/28/96

Est. Transportation Expense: 3460
Campaign-Related Activity: Appearance on
“Democracy Now ™ radio program in which Nader
discussed his campaign  Broadcast from Chicago for
the Democratic convention, the program aired in Los
Angeles on /2896 on KPFK-FM at 8 30 am  The
transcript 1s not vet available

n Nader s sacramento campinen stop did not specily the date. but several articles indicated that

stop was part of a Californua campaign swing that began and ended in Los Angeles

Roundtop mrtare trom Los Angeles 10 Sacramento
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Califormia and the West

Green Party Nominates Nader for President

® Politics: Consumer advocate aunches

crusade against e Tt
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FOOTNOTE #7

SE EDITORIAL

CINE EDITORIALS

HD  Greeming the Campaign
WO 185 Words

i | 500 Characters

PD 081906

SN The San Francisco Chronicle

ED  FINAI

PG AILS

CY (Copvnght 1996)
LP

WITH ALL the glnzy hoopla of the GOP’s $30 mullion nominating
convention behind us. and next week's equally lavish Democratic
coronation to come. the Spartan nature of todav's planned Green Party

* nomnation of Ralph Nader at UCLA looks downnght refreshing The

| entire. four-dav Green Party bash was budgeted at $25.000, which

probably wouldn't pay for the balloons at either the Democratic or

Republican events
D Not that the Greens are handicapped by balioon-envy "We don't
< want balloons -- the plastic. the horror.” said the conven tion’s
media coordinator. Mark Heller

Nader. the leader of the Amencan consumer movement, promises his
campaign -- he'll be on the ballot in up 10 30 states -- will be as
uncorrupted by campaign lucre as the convention He will run no TV
ads, accept no campaign contributions and will limit spending to
$5.000 of his own money

Yet despite Nader's uncandidacy. tus name on the ballot could
have great sigmficance in Califorma -- a fact that should remind
. * President Chnton that this state 1s sull up tor grabs That,

2

* alone. 15 good reason 1o welcome Nader to the fray
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Ralph Nader on Donahue

\ 'g.‘. n KNBC Television
Mondav, February 12,1996 200 pm PS|
7300 Words

s

Phil Donahue mmtroduces Ralph Nader
Steve Forbes
the voters' responsibility
the w rher \Ih__h]
wellare
bias in t'!‘c mediz
\re you runming” (and why )
about the New Hamshire pnman
spending priorities
ppt“ < LJ,N.I‘.! m
abor.:« [
apathy and participation
tefecommunications act
PD plugs Mulunational Monitor
health care
how to fix the tax code
Go Green Party!
the "spotler” question

Phil Donahue (PD) h' live audience Hi, I'm Phil Donahuwe, and we are--well

where cse showld we be in February? We're in New Hampshire. This 1s where 1t's

ar Cortanly fowa, a real primary, with real voting booths, and real Americans

cong 1o the polls. And who's gomng to win this one? And is the media too
noerned about the horse race? Well, we'll talk abour it

Dis toven of L2000 m beaunful New Hampshire is not far from Manchesier, and
Dseondlid remind vou that this is a state claiming over 1.000,000 souls--not much
more b they are over a milhion. And 98% of the folks in New Hampshire ar
whire Dhat doesn't mean they showld plead guilty about anvihing, but it does
make vou wonder winy we're so foctussed on New f‘fd!ﬂf’\hiﬂ' for our first real
PFIMry SNIQle

ot some folks i here, and a real five guest as well we want you 1o meet
" o 1o the Bedtord, NH wown hall And we're going 1o find out if these folks

i pumped up about this primary as media seems (o be.n just a

o much thinner in person Well we haven't seen Vo in four years, | rowd
oy e vou get along without us during those four years. What do yvou do up
hore Lor tour vears ' D mean there're a whole bunch of folks in mv game who think
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that somchow Now Hampshire reappears on the horizon every four years, and
what a race we've got here. mean, come on. Who's going to phdfu this one ? And
i there a corer m this state that doesn't have a sign planted i the ground”

We are pleased o welcome as our guest, on this--our second program from New
Hampshure for thus very polincal week--a man who has become a household
word., You cannor count the numbe r of people whose lives have saved, and who
have been sparcd mamng catastrophuc injurics, becanse of quite literally a
guarter-century tight with the arto companies for air bags. Can you imagine
NAH, they don't n.nm.:; wt ‘emoan, NAH, they cost too much, NAH, they're going 1o
vo off We cannor calcwdare the families who have been spared the agony of
head-om ¢ H-”I'\»' as==tjuries that follow--when the egg in the crate--us, people
mside the car rattle around--because of lus stalwart defense and promotion of
the air f‘\:,;: Now the auto companies use i o promote and sell their own cars
And, mardenally, s he going 1o run for president thas vear? Ladies and
gentlemen. here's Ralph Nader

{ Applause)

Well, they sure look very much enerectic and--they take care of themselves here
m New Hampshire We can feel the energy. Well Ralph. you must be more than a
litle concerned about what's happening i this race. Where shall we start? Let's
tatk abour Steve Forbes just for a second. Bov, he's making moves. Running
ahead m the race. Some polls have him leading here. Steve Forbes. The magazine
man fv.’.:!,r‘h i h.::'\ wrong with a gu) spending his own money and saving he
WanIs o "\ rdent 'Teast he's not Loing 1o take bribes; he's LJIf‘t’dd\ rich.

RN: Well he's spent all his hife representing big. powerful corporations when they
conflict with the interests of workers, small business. small tax- payers, consumers
That's the first 'hm_' vou want to know | mean. someone once said about Steve
Forbes. he was borm with a silver spoon 1s his mouth and a silver liming to his diaper.
and that he mhented over $300 million There's nothing wrong with that if you use 1t
to fight tor the average person in this country, but he's a raw, wlramht msider He runs
a *‘1_- magazine. Forbes Magazine. full of smiping mustakes and >el1|ng the editorial
pages 10 advertisers--we call 1t Fibs Magazine

| Iy e ! ¢

ha:

v 1s where does he get the cachet to say to the people in New Hampshare, 1
ve stood tor people who have confronted injustice time and time again” He hasn't
Hu s stood tor big. tat businesses, the big mega-corporations, and this flat tax 1s a 1s
a great tax cut tor the nch and powerful ‘and tor the Forbes family. Do vou know
lhl\ flat tax only taxes working people And if you sit around getting huge
amounts of money from capital gains and interest and dividends, no tax

whatsoever I1s at ! guaranteed to create S300 billion deficit, and 1t doesn't
have a flat \ n evervone Not if vou have a home mortgage interest payment
everv month Not it vou get emplover-based health insurance

And vet. $20 n n he's spent in about two months Flooding the airwaves in New

Hampshire. Anizona. lowa, and he's ahead of the race You know why? Because
people are so disgusted with protessional politicians they'll almost take anvbody
Nno Savs ne s an outsider J.“-J who savs that he represents uh.mgc
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Lasten, we can't get away from our own commutment as citizens How many pcnplc
here have spent 25 hours--before the February primary in New Hampshire--studying
the records of the candidates” Mobihzing vourselves You know, that's what 1t's all
about. folks Society rots from the head down, and 1t reconstructs from the bottom
up That's the history of the United States From the abohtion of slavery, womens'
nght to vote. the nght of workers to orgamze, the environmentahsts, civil nghts
movements--that's where 1t's at. We can't get awav with just picking presidential
candidates hike we prek wee eream flavors, based on thirty- second ads 1It's too deadly

serous a busiess for us not to spend more time on 1t
(1. oud applause)

PD: /t's a rather unhecoming comment about ourselves, isa't 1n? Thar a man can
come in here and wallpaper television channels with commercials and find
himself in the lead 1t sounds like we can be just pulled and pushed i am
direction at all. It makes us wonder about our own mdependent enthusiasm for
cirizenn

RN: Because, first of all, we don't give ourselves ume to think When you're dealing
with pohiticians, politics, government, the tuture of the United States of Amenca,
and all 1ts mamfestanions, vou just have to spend more time on 1t | mean. 1f we want
to be smart consumers it's a good 1dea to spend more tme learning how to shop,
what not to buyv. what to buv--tood, insurance, cars The same 15 true 1f we want a
skill for a job We spend time learning how to be a mechanic, how to be a doctor,
how to be an architect When 1t comes to come to voung, it's hike "forever amateur "

I mean. just look at the phght of the country today Right now vou have
super-corporate profits up, corporate executives making tons of money, stock
markets setting all records, at the same tume that homelessness 1s on the increase.
R0% of the workers have sutfered declining standards of living--in terms of wages
for the last twenty years--one out of four children lives in poverty, corporations
shipping jobs to Mexico and the Far East for serf labor--and shipping 1t back
here--and. to top 1f off. we don't have much of prospect for improving things, for the
bottom 80% of the people 1n this countny

1f someone said to you, what country 1n the world 1s 1t that 1% of the
wealth at the top 1s equal 10 95% at the bottom  You might say, vou
Lnow. Guatemala. Brazil The wealth of the top 1% in this country is
equal to the wealth of the bottom 953% of Americans in this country

History shows when vou get a big dispanity of the nich and the rest of

Amenca we're in trouble Every time in our history we recovered
democracy--the farmer. reforms around the turn of the century,
workers and conservers and women--we have improved our
country. Why? Because democracy works. Democracy is the best
way to solve our problems

And these corporations have got us on our knees They're basically saving, we're

goimg o downsize the middle class. we're £20ing o lay ott thousands of workers.
we're going to escape from this country to make more profit And this 1s what's

going on Here vou have banks--they give vou 3% interest on vour savings, they

charge vou 17 3% on vour credit card Thev charge vou 8 5% on vour mortgage
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Fheyv're making tons of money and--guess what?--whenever these big corporations
zet in trouble, what happens” They go to Washington for a batrlout. So the taxpayers
are bailing out these companes hke the savings and loan-- you're paying half a
tnllion dollars interest and principle in the next 25 vears to batl out a bunch of
crooks and speculators

The workers--how about this-—-Martin Marretta Lockheed merged recently Did vou
know the Pentagon allocated S31 mulhion of your tax money to pay for the bonuses

of a handtul ot the executives at the top, one of whom made S8 mullion in one vear”
\nd vou talk about welfare mothers with two kids who are trving to get a job but can't
find one, and 1f they do it's $4 25 an hour mmimum wage And these fat cats--we call
it Wall Street Socialism In other words, they capitahize the protits, but if they lose
vou pay  You pay through batlouts, give-aways, all kinds of corporate subsidies

PD: But we're gomna (o save money, Ralph. We're gonna ger those illeginmaie
babies off weltare. We're nor gonna give any money to teen age mothers. We're

gonna give it back to the stares. We're gonna make government lean and mean,

maore efficient, and our taxes are gong 1o go down as a result of 1

RN: And we're gonna make kids walk with bare teet, huh” What about these kids”
Listen. the entire federal government weltare programs. except tor Medicaid--1 don't
consider Medicaid welfare because all Western countries give umiversal health
msurance (health insurance 1s not considered weltare--in England. Japan, France.
etc )--apart from Medicaid 1t's 3 5 to 4% of the entire federal budget That's the
poverty programs--feeding programs, food stamps. Aid to Families with Dependent
Children

The corporate welfare budget--the give-aways of federal lands, minerals, the
guarantees, the batlouts. the inflated government contracts, the tax loopholes--are far
bigger You're paving far more for corporate welfare And what do we do? Thev say,
no. stop foreign aid You know there was a poll recently where people thought
foreign aid was 13% of the federal budget” It's 175 When they ask people, do you
want foreign aid. they sav. no We say. how much do vou think 1t should have” 5%
It's 1% You got to get the information

We're gomg to show--vou know. this multinational magazine that one of our
afhihates puts out that concentrates on what the tobacco. chemical. drug industry. o1
industry are doing to our jobs, and to our consumers and to our environment The
great thing about all this s aitizen action. Philois fun Democracy's the best way 1o
human happiness. and 1t Andrew Jackson--one of our earlyv presidents--once said. 1f
our country's 1n trouble. the answer 15 not less democracy, it's more democracy. The
more we lose control. the more concentration of power and wealth 1n fewer and
tewer hands. the more trouble we're i

PD: And isn'n ir curtons that argumenis or Siaiemenis against corporae

grecd st kinda fay there: You don't hear this o a campaign. You hear welfare
e abuse. You hear. throw the bums i the stammer. You hear that. And you
hear lower taxes. You do not hear about corporate greed. Wine should that be” |
asked Ralph one nnme why there're sa many conservatives on the air and so few
liberals. And m hus own way he sand because conservative crificize government,
and ltberals crincize corporations
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RN: And corporations advertise, and government doesn't

PD: And is Arthur Daniels Midland ioculated from review because they sponsor
the Sunday mornimg news talk shows’

RN: Of course Have you ever seen David Brinkley o1 Tim Russert or the others
talk about corporate crime, fraud and abuse? An when 1t comes to corporate crime,
corporate violence--toxie chemucals, workplace death, pushing tobacco on Iittle kids
to hook them tor hife-- street erime 1s about 28,000 homicides in this country
Medical malpractice alone in hospitals--according to the Harvard School of Public
Health Physicians study--take 80000 lives a vear Just in hospitals--that's more than
the combined death toll of motor vehicle crashes, homicides, and death by--

PD: And there are very fow autopsies, incidentally. They just cover them up and
wheel them out the back door. There is no autopsy. Why did this patent dic”?

RN: And furthermore, 1if someone savs to vou, what do think of when the three
words are crime, violence and weltare” We all think of the street We all think of
street crimes, poor welfare people standing in line for their checks--the biggest
crime, welfare and violence, comes from corporate misbehavior You have 420,000
people dving from tobacco-- they are all hooked. almost without exception, under
the age of seventeen Thirteen, twelve That's where thev hook them

You got 100,000 people dyving in workplace accidents--toxics. lead. benllium,
trauma, etc Y ou got 30,000 people dving trom air pollution alone 45,000 on
highwavs We've helped to reduce that That's one of the few problems we've

overcome Why? Because consumers banded together and spoke out

PD: Buiir's gonna get worse. Because the speed limit has heen--now we can go
above 33 You figure how deaths as a result of that?

RN: Department of Transportation sayvs 6300 more deaths, 20,000 total permanently
disabled a vear

PD: Because we're giving stares the oprion 1o raise the speed limnt. This audience
wants to question Ralph Nader: Incidentally, is he gomg to run for president this
vear” You mught want to ask um. We'll give von a chance o get in on this. This s

vour country. Your state. Fyervbody's alking about you. You're on the front page

of the newspapers all over America. Hev, what's not 1o love about New
Hampshire. 'm gonna kiss a baby myself while 'm here And we'll be back in just
a momeni

Ads Easy Spint walking shoe One-A-Day Vitamuns (for women) Lever 2000
deodorant body wash (for a new vou) Cars Yes (cut oft) Care Amenca 65+
(unhmited genenc prescription drugs) Don't muss the tour o'clock news (we stalk a

~Z.1‘LL"J
PD: Yos mci’am. You wanited 1o ava

Audience member 1: Yes, Ralph, we want vou to run for president. Are vou

(pause )



PD: Are vou runmng i New Hampshir

RN: No. I'm running on the Green ballot in California, and perhaps in Maine
And the 1dea 1s not 1o just do mc(put pohitics We've got to break ut\ the two-party
duopoly in this country. So many people are alienated from 1t Look, Perot gets

19 mulhion votes because he's None of the Above in 1992 So we're gomng to try to
zenerate more competition. No focus on the candidate as much as on broademing the
agenda How do we rebuild our democracy, that's the biggest 1ssue Giving voice and
power to voters--citizens, taxpavers, workers, consumers and shareholders. Those
are the five roles we've got to play--otherwase we just pack 1t in. These gant global
corporations wall twist our country, pit poorer countnes abroad against us under
these giant trade agreements, and there won't be much left of our nation

PD: Over here, pleas:

Audience member 2: I'm not sure if the New Hampshire primary 1s even that
relevant anymore | think Forbes has proven the point through using the airwaves that.
why come to New Hampshire, the whole point of it--to mux it up with people, to go
out and shake hands Well. Forbes cancelled an appearance at our college, New
England College, two days before he was scheduled to armve, and it was when he was
chmbing up n the polls So he probably asked himself. what's in 1t for me. and said
i's not worth it | may ship up | mean. imagine. a ciizen who's unpredictable asking a
question he can manufacture the answer to

RN: You know. New Hampshire's always had the tradition of holding the candidate’s
teet to the fire You know, retail campaigning--they've got to shake hands, they've got
to talk, they meet in hiving rooms with the candidates If the fool's gold of Steve
Forbes prevails here in New Hampshire, based on all this celluloid money on
Boston--mostly--TV stanons, 1t's just going to give the signal to the rest of the
country It's all over It's all who can get the thirty-second ad. who can get the slogan

I think we're better than that as a people | want to see New Hampshire be known as a
tough state, so these politicians when they're talking to one another are saying, hey.
these citizens are really orgamized Thev require us to meet in auditortums, they're
informed. they want to know what our record 15, not our rhetonic--what have you
done 1n the past” And New Hampshire 1s a tough state So in the next few days. don't
allow vourselves to be overwhelmed by this kind of cellulond campaigning You're

going to send that signal to the rest of the countn

PD: /he most oft-repeated polincal story in New Hampshire is the one about the
wenman who was asked by the press, are vou going 1o vole for George Bush? And
the Now Hampshire citizen said, Tdon't know: I've only met lum three times. Now
the fact is that is apparently a day that is ending. as mdicated by this young
waman's guestton. Why go 1o the coffee klaiches when vou can go on 17 and vou
gel vourselt a fead i the polis, as long as vou have an unlimited supplv of

Mo

RN: Sce. the citizens long betore the pnmary should al uet together, like the did in
the old town hall meetings, and develop a democracy agenda, and present it to the
candidates and sav. this 1s what we want vou to discuss We are summoning vou, the
candidates. to our town hall And instead. what the candidates do 1s parade in
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front--on TV--n front of the people, and it tweedle-dum, tweedle-dee, one
slogan--it's hke choosing e cream flavors And you know one thing about
pushing for stronger democracy. it brings out the best in us. Democracy
searches for the solutions that we have in this country--to energy. housing and
the economy. etc. We have these solutions The 1dea that people change jobs, they
can't get health msurance on thewr pre-existing athsma” Or high blood pressure? Is
there something m Furope that they know that we don't know” They've got universal
coverage So does Canada We've got to shape the campaign

PD: We are spending 832 hillron for cach B-2 bomber, bur we're angry at out
welfare mothers. [t does ook ke we're worried abonr the wrong things. [ don't
understand why we don't see more mdignation about corporate excess. We think
of a wmon member as a person who drinks coffee all day. And never give a
elance to the white-collar people. who are laying people off so therr stock will go
up and they get more dividends. Winy should this be? Labor is somewhere i the
neighborhood of 13 10 16790 of the population--it couddn’t he lower than it is now

RN: We're not making connections, Phil Look. there are taxpavers who are fed up
with that bailout to the Mexican dictatonal regime and their bilhonaire ohigarchs
Small businesses are fed up with these franchise agreements that bring them a kind
of modern form of feudalism. as Gordon Sherman who set up the Midas Muffler
franchise svstem admitted There are workers who see these fat cats at the top of
therr company making oft like bandits, while they're just thrown on the
unemplovment heap

We're not making connections, though For example, 1f we want a good budget for
drinking water satety in this country, for dealing with infectious diseases, for dealing
with childrens’ nutrition, for dealing with legal services for the poor--you know,
equal justice under the law--for dealing with the better repair of our highways and
bridges Why don't we sav this hey, the Republicans gave S8 billion more to the
Pentagon--a few weeks ago--than the Pentagon wanted. And the Pentagon
budget is now in the post-Soviet Empire days is almost as big as it was when it
was designed to deal with the Soviet threat.

PD: Butit's a works program. Ralph Fet's undersiand what tius 1s--

RN: But it doesn't create anvwhere near the number ot jobs that building houses.
bulding chimes, repaining our schools that are talling apart--when vou build
missiles you don't create a fraction of the jobs per billion dollars that you
create when you build public works. And people sav we've got 1o balance the
budget There are two simple ways 10 balance the budget Y ou cut the Pentagon
budget by bringing our boys back from Europe and Asia. Those countries are
perfectly able to defend themselves from Moldova and the Ukraine.

( Applause  on cue)

Pl]: \ i re frest whoen w moe back. We're in '.‘ w f 'JJH" sHPC WHR _.'I“',”'/r!h \t“ll r
We'tl be back m a moment

-

Ads Sears (will pav 82 tor a photo of vour kitchen in need of cabinet refacing, and
| retace vour cabinets tor tree if vou are chosen in a drawing Homeowners only
need applv ) GE i(new profile washer) Five o'clock news (we'll show vou what vou'll



be buving this Chnistmas)
PD: Yos ma'um

Audience member 3: | agree that people are looking tor somebody who's not really
a pohitcian to put in the White House [ think that people would like to see who

remembers what 1t was hike to hive paveheck to paveheck. and somebody who's got
SOME COMMmon sense

PD: Noovow condd use a nan-millionaire
Audience member 3: Exactly Not somebody with a silver spoon in their mouth
( Applause)

Audience member 3: If vou were to endorse someone in the Republican primary,
who would that be?

RN: [ don't endorse pohticians | just want to sav one thing The only person--and |
disagree with him on a lot of other 1ssues--the only person raising of global
corporate power over our jobs and standard of hving 1s Pat Buchanan *

(Weak applause)

PD: Adnd vou get a fence along the Mexican border, | think

RN: Well as I sav. 1 don't (laughs) agree with him on everything
PD: And. sir, yvou wanted to say

Audience member 4: Yeah, | think we're perhaps holding the election too soon But
Forbes hasn't won the election here in New Hampshire And New Hampshire voters
have been very astute in past elections and usually come up with a good candidate So
I think we had better wait untuil we see the results of the election betore we assume
that Forbes 1s going to be our candidate

PD: Your very thoughtful comment is on the record. You're quaite right, sir
{ Applause)
PD: Yos wur

Audience member S: Ralph | agree with just about evervthing vou're saving In fact |
voted tor vou in 92 From what vou sav 1t looks like Bill Clinton would be the best
person to do the things that would be done 1t 1t wasn't tor him we would have been
out of this deficit thing, and he's holding 1t up because of aird 1o education and the
weltare program And environment | think there's something to be said for him

t Moderate applause)
PD: /he president does not get a standing ovation from Ralph

RN: | think he would have been better ofl it he had had some primary challengers to
debate with him He's got an easy road now, and that's not good for anv politician

PD: }os

Audience member 6: Would vou comment on the candidates and public education
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in the Umited States”

RN: I beheve in public education | think it's worked in the past. It has some serous
problems. especially in some of our large ciies The approach 1s to improve 1it--to
have the parents more involved, to get more repairs in the schools, to get a different
quahity of ¢vie education-- get these kids out analvzing and working with responsible
adults trving to improve therr community It's a good way to get them to read, write
and figure

I don't believe in privatization. Once you corporatize our schools, then the
bottom line becomes the tyranny. And all kKinds of things start happening
Corporate propaganda floods the schools. Certain text books are used: certain
video tapes are not used. And before we know it. the overall binding together
of people and children will be gone. Theyv'll cream off the 1op. the students who
have learming problems and disabihties will be thrown together with underutihized
resources I'm not for it

PD: Over here, please
Audience member 7: Ralph. do vou believe abortion should be a political 1ssue”

RN: I don't talk about those 1ssues | talk about democracy 1ssues and giving people
the tools

(Loud applause)

RN: Giving people the tools to build therr own commumties We're throwing out
into the public arena too much private stutt

(Loud applause)

Audience member 8: Why does mud-shinging produce positive results for the
candidates’

PD: [t docs, though. doesn't it? Yeah, negative advertising works

RN: Well 1it1t's robust debate--one person savs, | beheve on cracking down on
corporate crime  Another person savs. oh no. that's not a problem--and they're both
candidates” That's great But these are stupid. insipid. insane. vapid ads

{ Applause)

RN: What can vou get across in thirty seconds” A sound bite. or mavbe a sound bark
PD: Yeah [he three gromth industries im America today

RN\: o show vou where our economy’s zoing  the three fastest growing
industries in American are temporary employment firms--

PD: N/ g e re

RN\: --gambling casinos. and prison construction.
(I aughter)

PD: [emps becanse vou don't have o pay bencfits

RN: Richt
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PD: Don't have to worry about health insurance

RN\: And part-time work
PD: Hire ‘em and fire "em according to your own needs
RN\: That's nght

PD: A lor of very karge corporanions are trving 1o do that with the union. So

u'd have hike a dugour. You'd su there all dayv long waiting for the phone 1o
ring. and mavbe you'd have a job tor that day. And you'd probably paid maybe
even m cash. 1 don't know. And then the company doesn't have 1o worry about you
amymore, when it no longer uses your services. Gambling. big

RN: Theyv're betting on future instead of building the future Nice
PD: And prisons

RN: Theme parks are right up there too

( Laughter)

RN: In the meantime. look, there're people undernourished, children
undernourished. housing. mass transit. schools need to be built, our bridges
are crumbling. You've got stuff under the cities—the wires and the
pipelines--we're not remodeling our public works. We're going to pay awful
for it

PD: And of vou stand up for unions, for orgamized labor, yvou're a commie. And
we'll he back in just a moment

Ads The Donahue show tomorrow (fed up voters) Prevent and Correct the first
age-defyving system (with FDS to help prevent damage vear around) Fasine (more
zas relief 1n one soft gel than in a whole bottle of Maalox) Cars Yes (complete)
Computer Learming Center (so people will hire you)

PD: Yos ma'am

Audience member 10: Ralph, I'd like 10 know vour advice for the average person
that's working a full-time job with a family 1o trv to become educated on ‘the

candidates When all we're seemng 1s newspaper ads and TV ads, 1 don't know how to
mkc a reasonable decision

RN: Here in New Hampshire there's a Presidential Welcoming Commuttee made up
i citizens such as vourself And thev are presenting questions to the candidates to
answer Now, if the candidates felt that there were a lot of people behind that. they
would answer those questions We have a magazine--one of our nonprofits puts
out--on global corporations, which frames the 1sssues of corporate welfare, crime,
pollution, job loss. etc The address will be on shortly That's another source of

= |

iormation

And then vou've got a lot of good citizen groups here in New
Hampshire--environmental groups, worker groups. taxpaver reform groups--they
know what these candidates stand and what they have done on these 1ssues You just
have to call them Your hibrary has a hist of them The information 1s there. vou just
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got to give vourself nme to study That's all

PD: Over here, please

\udience member 11: Hi, Ralph As town clerk for the town of Bedford for
seventeen vears, | see this apathy all the ime And I'm always afier people--get an
absentee ballot, find out what's gomng on. do this, do that And it's hike knocking vour
head agamnst the wall

RN: et me suggest, if vou had the imtiative recall referendum statewrde, and you
had other 1ssues on the ballot vou cared about. more voters would turn out Even it
thev're turned off on the candidates Number two, if vou had a binding None of the
Above on the ballot, so you don't like the candidates on the ballot vou don't stay
home and be accused of being apathetic, you vote tor None of the Above and 1t 1t
wins 1t cancels the election, sends the candidates packing and orders a new election

(Loud applause with cheers)

Audience member 12: It seems to the problem just in the country as a whole nght
now 1s that we are a nation of people that just don't have any real values about
anvthing We don't get out there and say what we feel because we're afraid that Joe
Blow, the neighbor next door 1s going to be ticked off We don't voice our opinions
and we don't stand behind what our true values are

RN: Let me tell vou what will help First of all, it we know our history, that almost

all the things we love about this country started with just one or two penple--\xhether
1t was the womens' rnight to vote (remember the six women 1n an upstate farmhouse

in New York in 1846), the trade union movement (giving workers a chance to bargain
with these big companies). consumer. environmental movements--everything starts
with one or two

Why 1s that important tor vou to know? It gives vou heart It gives vou hope You
know that people hike the farmers going after the railroads and the banks in 1890
They went after overwhelming odds, compared to what we're up against And they
prevailed And they got nd of the plantation-type indentured agranan system And we
got the greatest pmduumn machine tor food the world has ever seen

T'he second thing to know 1s really important. we have so many solutions in this
country that are on the shelf. that aren’t being apphed to problems we don't deserve
And vou name 1t Health care” We're allowing these HMOs to merge. to gag the
doctors and the nurses so they can't tell the truth--

(Loud applause)

RN\: --and to marginalize our health care Thev give this incentive now 10 doctors--11
vou don't treat this person. if vou don't reter this person. vou get a bonus at the end
of the month” I mean, come on' This 1s Amernica Land of the tree. home of the

1

orave

ook at the New England town meetings--1 grew up in Connecticut. My parents took
me to the town meeting That's where | learned. that was the real thing The most
democratic institution the world has ever seen They were the legslature And we've
got to rebuild 1t Here in New England



(Loud applause)

Audience member 13: I'm working up to bemng retired and I've volunteered at the
Democranc headquarters and one of my jobs 15 to do research on all the candidates
and I'm appalled about what I've read about everv one of them

RN: Well 1 was gomg 1o sav, Phil You're worrving about deficns” You know, our
tuture cencraton” Cat out the corporate welfare budget. bring the Pentagon
down to normal size given tln- \nu.muu m lhv world, and that'll balance your
budget. Instead. thev're mak 18 fight over the crumbs. Over a shrinking pre--oh
we've eotta take 11t away from vour drmmking water renovation program, nh we golla
take 1t away from vour auto safety program, oh we gottat ake it away from vour ¢hild
nutntion While the fat cats are loading up on the backs of vou taxpavers fantastic’
The more vou know about this, the more vou realize the essence of our country 1s
community--it's self-rehance--we own the public land We own the [‘H"II\. amrways
We own $4 trnlhion of worker pension fund We own trillions of dollars of mutual
savings monev. We control nothing The corporations control what we own We
don't h.,;.c our own audience net 'V You don't have a cable channel for

‘.\.‘ILL‘.'\ 1Or consumers., for \:“JL‘I IS==

PD: But thank (rod we've gor a brand now commumcations act’ There's going to
he mare competition

RN: More mergers' Read the papers in the next few weeks as the big guy gobble up
and we end up with ten John \Ia"nm‘\ Ever hear of John Mallone’ Out of
Colorado, he controls one third of the cable customers in the country He can say to
a competitor, to CNN, you're not ,’ -::“__' to get past my door, because [ own a chunk
\‘f‘( NN

£

PD: Forwhat it's worth, C-SPAN. Is there a beter idea on cable welevision than
C-NSPAN 7 You get 1o see the Howse and Senate--right there on (-SPAN T and 2

(-SPANT, which covers the Howuse, carrted by only 66 if America’s cable
susfems Your--

RN: Home Shopping
(Laughter)

PD: i [ got three channels for Jevus her it by cheap jewelry, [ can

gt Barmev an three different stations

RN: And not one ciizen action channe

PD: (-NPAN 1o me 1y the cold standard. 1f vou're not carrving C-SPAN, and

vou're a cable operator, vou cann vourself a proud American. 1 don't se

how. Incidentally, C-SPAN2, which s the Senaie, 43%. Only 437 We'll be back in
st o e n

Ads Sally (vou won't behieve ir eve Sears (vou mav not know exactly how to go
ibout shopping for replacement windows, so just call the number on vour screen and
Wi tell vou how) Sit & Sl 5 i Mattress Super Store (sleep tree for six

] hs--no geposit, no nterest pavments) Mas utactured Homes (homes

: i i ¥ o - . tarvd { " e 1 A4
designed v computer 1o exac g stlandards) | € SN wIOUK eS|l d-karat con
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Don't get taken)

PD: | am please .I 10 call your atiention 1o the magazme about winch Ralph spoke
a moment ago--10's titled Monitor 11 15 the most lhumuuh scholarly review of
what's happermng m corporate America. Most of what you see in here vou won't
find i the magor, mainlme newspapers. That's Past Office Box 19405,
Washimgeton 120" 20036 [Here's a Multinational Monitorarchive --cls|
Someday we 'l ive ma land without all these numbers. S12 a vear for

b Fiphton

RN: Almost evervthing yvou do 1s affected by these compantes Your pension fund.,
vour health saferv, quality of your air, water--quality of vour government

PD: You know [ ook a tire back, and they made me buy a new one. 4 brand new
tre. Major league tnre company. I don’t want you to know which one 1 1s, but
vou've seen them on the blimp

ll.du“-__'h'.t"f )

RN: Thev must have been a blimp not to give vou a tire' They picked the wrong
person

PD: [ mean these treads were-—-nah, vou it a pressure and something we can't
foresee and a pothole and all--here's vour bl You know, what huppvmd o
comrtesy, generoxity, and good old /.ur;in Y Sir vou wanted 1o ask...

Audience member 14: | think one of the problems today 1s the taking out of
context People can make a 400-word speech and some newspaper will pick up one
line How can that reflect the feeling of the person making the speech?

RN: That's why vou've got to bring the polhiticians to you In meetings like this There
are plenty of auditoniums around the country

PD: }\ A

Audience member 15; Regarding health msurance I'm an RN, and I'm sick and tired
of seeing the health insurance controls stays in the hospital and doctors what they do
and so on But why hasn't the AMA done something Why do they allow this to
happen’

RN: Well first of all. thev're under increasing pressure by physicians-- who are
bemng marginalized or having insurance clerks second-guess their treatments, saving
vou can't do this treatment. vou can't do this operation | think the AMA 1s going 10
finally turn around | think we're going to get universal health insurance when
these doctors and nurses in this country revolt.

Thevre being de-skilled. thev're being marginalized by these giant HMO's where
they pav the guvs at the top $10 - 20 milhon a year One of them got $104 muillion in
one vear, the head of Hospital Corporation of Amernica

PD: And nurses are beig mcentivized 1o move vou out. (Of the hospiial. No
kiddine " You cer a bonus’ In the /rm[w.:! vou may he surrounded by /mu’lh um'
JIErNOnI | that s HN\/'HAL n they 'r ur:Amu at von and they're saving, ge
citict here
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RN: Duve-through births

Audience member 16: | was wondermg what vou would propose as a constructive
alternative to the existing tax code, savings and investment And. also 1t we are in the
early stages possibly of a populist revolution, what do vou see as the relative role of
the government in the future 1o effectuate things that vou feel are important?

PD: Apprecrate the guestion: Ralph gets an uninterrupted chance to answer

whoen we come hack. We're snll a commercal welevision program--1 can't believe it
mvsclf In pust a momen

Ads (itnicel Fiber Therapy (as effective as pysillum without producing gas) From
Robin Cook's heart-pounding best seller, Termunal, tomght's big movie We beheved
1t was the best hope against cancer. now crities say it hurts the eleven o'clock report
tomght Repeat of Sears cabinet refacing ad Lose weight (PSA)

PD: Which corporations get ine most money from the 1 mited States government”’
Wiich corporations get the most subsidies? Winch corporations are the sungiest.
Which corporations have CEO's and other white-collar executives way up here
while thoir workers make almost nothing. Yo'l find these and other answers in
the Multinational Monitor /'osr Office Box J9045 Washington, 1.7 20036 |t
i S 2 a vear for a subscription. With only momenis left. this man asked vou a
guestion

RN: Okayv. on the tax svstem  Saul Price. tounder of the Price Clubs, worth $400
milhon, wants a 1-2% tax on wealth above $1 million You notice there's no tax on
secunties and stock transactions, but they tax often vour food or thev tax vour
clothing--on the sales tax | believe n a progressive tax You're making a lot of
moneyv” You're making 1t hcc.u-.sc- vou're privilidged n a lot of ways by public pohicy
in this country, vou should pav a higher rate than persons making $30, 40, 50,
60,000 a vear

(Loud applause)

PD: [he Calitorma primary is in March. Nobody wins withowut Caltfornmia. Now
vou're on the ballor m the Green Parny . The mamsiream newspapers are

suggesting vou conld do 1070 of the vote or more, as a Green Party candidate
You'll e righi there on than ’\::" of next month o Califorma, and 1ts rich cache of
clectoral vores. Are vou @onna o for s, or are vou JUNt gennrg o sl in

Wavhington and warch what happens? You gonna go out and sweat a lhitle”?

RN: | think we have to shake up or bust up the two-party duopoly in
Ihl\ country. | want to trv to contnbute to that | think in answer to the

4 'LU”! 's question. the big thing government can do for us 15 give us
the tool--the democranc power--to shape our own country ‘md not get
our needs trom global corporations that have no allegiance to this

country o ts people Second. people don't like money in pnlmu
Well this Green Party candidacy of mine: I'm not seeking any
money, spending any monev--no money in politics. It's going to bhe
volunteer work. brainpower, footwork--go Green Party in
California.
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(Loud applause)
PD: Wor a munuee Hold 1/

( Applause continues)

PD: Hold i’ You're a sporler, Ralph. The people who would have voted for

Clinton are gome to vore for vou: you're comme (o vou're comge o bring Clinton's
E 2 ¢ L ) ' i

total down, and the Republican candidate’s gomg 1o win: yvou're a spoiler and

evervilung vou ever worked for--

RN: Okav, okav Fust ot all. how do vou spoil an already spoiled system--by the
two parties” And second of all. all our proposals to strengthen and deepen the
democracy for all of vou, have no patent on them It Clinton wants to steal them, «f
Dole wants to steal them. be mv guest

PD: And we'll be back in New Hampshire with Ralph Nader in just a moment

Ads Repeat of the Donahue spot for fed-up voters Four o'clock news (Michael
Jackson in Brazil and pictures of a devastating mudshde) Five o'clock news (toys
again) Six o'clock news (evestrams, headaches and back problems from computers)
Cars Yes (peace-of-mind financing, guaranteed) C&R (has the best brands and the
best prices) Sav-on Drug Stores (open 24 hours so vou never have to worry)

PD: Ralph Nader may he the most conscientious citizen--in the truest sense of the
word--of our time and I am pleased 1o ask you 1o welcome 10 New Hampshire the
person who raised him. This is Rose Nader Will vou kindly stand for Mrs. Nader

}

(Loud applause)

PD: And hus fiele sisecr, Clanr' Taught lum evervthing he knows” Clar, vou gotta
stand her

(Loud applause continues)

PD: Theylinever call hum egonsncal” Ralph Nader gor 6. 000 votes in this very
state four vears ago--on a write-in" Holv cow” And he ix on the Green Party ticket
m Califorma: probably same other states as well-- keep vour ¢yve on Ralph
Nader this vear--wanis more than the two-party system Jom me i thanking
Ralph Nader

(1 oud applause)
Voiceover Services and promotional tees paid by the following Melatonin 1t's

making news Now General Nutrition Centers has Melatonin in 3-mulligram tablets

or new sublingual hguid GNC. Amenca’s Melatonin headquarters

| oOtnote

*Buchanan won the New Hampshire pnimary. beating Dole by |

i 1 i S e | — n Y P ’ .
[he preceding 1s the real reaso or the L ommunicauons I)L\.LFM.\ ALt --
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SE  Local News

HD * NADER WANTS CITIZENS TO GET ANGRY

THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE AND PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

ENCOURAGES

AMERICANS TO CHANGE THEIR SOCIETY - AND THEIR MINDS

BY L AUREN WILEY Contributing Writer
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LP * Green Party presidential candidate Ralph Nader urged Syracuse
residents and university students to use their civic willpower to
improve their lives

About 500 people gathered Wednesday might at Syracuse
Umiversityv's Schine Student Center for a lesson in civics from the
consumer activist

TD  "A country full of problems is also a country full of

solutions,” he said

However, most citizens do not hold corporations and the
government accountable for their actions, he said

Nader has led the battle to improve safety standards in

automobiles and helped create the New York Public Interest Research

Group to lobby for consumers' rights
He said he decided to run for president when President Clinton

falled to achieve sigmficant changes while in the White House

The Democrats and Republicans are both under the control of
corporate Amenca, he said. and no one is representing the average
American

"We can't take 1t anymore.” Nader said, describing elections as

“a choice between the bad and the worse "

Government officials declare that the economy 1s booming
because corporate profits are up and the deficit 1s shninking. he
said. but wages for entryv-level workers are stagnant and the
middle-class is disappearing

“If vou get angrv enough.” Nader said. "vou can be a ven
powerful force "

He said his candidacy will appeal 10 laborers who feel left out
of both major parties

He supports free health care for all ciuzens. cuts m military
spending and an end to increases in government aid to corporations
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Nader 1s on general election ballots in Cahforma and Maine,

and the Green Party 1s orgamzing a petition drive to quahfy in

New York
Nader said he hopes his candidacy will mobilize vounger voters,

who often feel left out of the political process
His visit was sponsored by the SU School of Management's

Student Franklin Industnial Advisory Board
He made a special appeal to college students, who he said have

been taught corporate values
We grow up corporate.” he said "We have stopped thinking for

oursely ()
Nader encouraged them to guestion evervthing and learn how to

assert their nights
When vou seek to understand in order to improve, vour minds

work differently.” he said "Your education will come alive
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AN SYRO961 1600095
SE Local News
HD * NADER CORPORATE CRIME SHOULD BE ISSUE
BUSINESSES ARE "RESPONSIBLE FOR FAR MORE VIOLENCE.
ADDICTION
PORNOGRAPHY" THAN THEY ARE FOR STREET CRIME. HE CONTENDS
DURING AN
APPEARANCE AT CORNELI
BY REBECCA JAMES The Post-Standard
WO 434 Words
(C 3203 Characters
PD 042496
SN The Post-Standard  Svracuse, NY
ED  Cortland
PG Bl
CY (Copvnight 1996)
[P * Ralph Nader. Green Party presidential candidate and grass-roots
wuru, said Tuesday that the greatest environmental nsk Amencans
. face todav can be found on their tobacco-stained fingers
Czarette manufacturers and other multinational
* corporationstook the brunt of Nader's criticism during a visit to
* Comell University  Nader said corporate crime, not street crime,
should be a major 1ssue in the presidential race
TD  "Corporations are responsible for far more violence, addiction.
pornography, vou name it, than the street version.” he said "And
vet. these are the executives who make millions of dollars a vear
and get invited to White House dinners ”
The government should ban tobacco advertising. impose a surtax
on tobacco profits, and use the revenue from the surtax to pay for
* free chmies to help people stop smoking. Nader said
T'axpavers shoulder the cost of corporate greed. such as the
muin-billion-dollar savings and loan bailout. but politicians
rarely focus on this issue, he said
A1 a news conference before his 8 p m lecture. Nader said he
* decided to run for president on the Green Party ticket in the hope
that it will force the major-party candidates to focus on the
damage that corporations are doing to the nation
“Thev're pounng huge amounts of monev into political campaigns
at all levels that corrupt the pohnical process.” Nader said “And
none of the candidates, at any level, are making corporate
accountabihty - law and order tor corporations - a major 1ssue mn
their campaigns
Nader 1s on the ballot in Cabtorma. Maimne and New Mexico



Green Party volunteers are working to put him on the ballot in
other states. including New York

Nader, who pushed tor the establishment of the U S
Environmental Protection Agency and the Occupational Safety and
Health Admimstration. said the government still isn't doing enough
to protect the health of Amencans

No concerted effort 1s bemg made to counter lead poisoming, a
problem that has been known for 35 vears, or 10 Stop toxic waste
* from pollutme dnnking water, Nader said

The country 1s inundated with these toxic hot spots.” he said

Corporations are responsible for most of the problems, Nader
said As an example, he said pesticide companies are creating
health nsks by exposing people to combinations of chemicals
without complete safetv testing

And while Nader was spending the dav at one of the world’s
major research universities, he made 1t clear that he wasn't happy

.

with the growing corporate affihations with umversities

The problem is that umversities are not upholding thewr
responsibility to being independent sources of knowledge.” he said
“Thev're not suthiciently independent of special interests as

history designed them to be
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I'he Philadelphia Inquirer
Suburban West

\-.‘“
Nader faults two-party system
As the Green Party candidate. he urged more civic

activity from voung people.
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SE NEWS
HD * Nader seen as a threat to Chnton in Califorma  Green Party
candhdate blasts corporate Amenca
CR  Chicago Tribune
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[P HAVERFORD. Pa - It was a scene that could well have taken place
n 1966
Several hundred adminng college students gave consumer advocate
* Ralph Nader a standing ovation after a speech that dended the
- evils of corporate Amenca Some students were so impressed that
* thev exhorted Mr Nader to run tor president
TD  That scene actually plaved recently on the pastoral campus of
. Havertord College. a hberal arts university near Philadelphia
* And Mr Nader i1s running for president this vear. upsetting
* Democrats who fear he could drain votes from President Clinton
"Four more vears of either of these candidates is not good for
* the country.” Mr Nader said of Mr Chnton and Republican
nominee-in-waiting Bob Dole "Both have ignored legal protections
tor consumers and the emvironment
“The important thing 1s to give people an answer Why 1s 1t we
have nowhere else to go”" he said
It's not that Mr Nader has a chance of winming this vear Even
he acknowledges that's not going to happen
What's causing concern. mostly in Democratic aircles. 1s that
* one of the states where Mr Nader 1s on the ballot as a candidate
of the Green Pantv 1s Cahforma, the much-coveted electoral
college jewel that has a history of empathizing with third-party
candidates
[t's also a place where Mr Nader. 62, has a following
I'wo recent polls show that the father of the consumer nghts
movement could get from 7 10 11 percent of the vote in Califorma
Although Mr Clinton now enjovs a double-digit fead over Mr
Daole in national survevs, in a close race the man svnonvmous with
* auto satety could cause the president 10 crash pohucally

~

analvsis say
lhere 1s definitely a potennal for Nader cutting into
Chnton's base.” said Wilhiam Lammers. a professor of political
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science at the Umversity of Southern Califormia "My sense is that
the Chnton camp 1s appropriately concerned ™

F'o sohdify his base, Mr Chinton has made numerous trips to
California He has promised econonuc assistance, such as a $400
million tederal loan for a Los Angeles rail-cargo artery, and
reiterated his support in lobbving Congress for approval of defense
programs important to the state’s defense industry  He also has
delivered tmely earthquake and flood assistance

Climon-Gore deputy campaign manager Ann Lewis has expressed
contidence that voters who care about the emvironment and other
1ssues important to the Green Party in Cahfforma uluimately would
decide that the best way to advance those causes is to back Mr
Clinton

Much hike the candidate. Mr Nader's campaign 1s unorthodox

For instance. he 1s not raising money. not accepting campaign
contributions and won't air television commercials

Instead. he said he will depend on newspapers and television
news, the word of mouth of “faithfuls.” leaflets, his
volunteer-dnven pages on the Internet and speaking appearances at
hundreds of colleges

Mr Nader refuses to state his positions on such concerns as the
death penalty. abortion, immgraton and affirmative action, saving
that thev would detract from his message of getting voters to
orgamize a viable third partv to "challenge the system "

Besides Califormia, Mr Nader 1s a presidennial candidate on
Green Party ballots in Maine and New Mexico

Volunteers are trving to amass the necessary signatures to get
his name on the ballot in about a dozen other states. including
Alaska, Colorado and Pennsvivama

At Haverford College. Mr Nader held cournt for two hours with
nothing more than a tew scrawled notes on a piece of paper He
outlasted all but a handtul of the 300 who ventured out on a
chillv. rainy Sundayv evening 1o hear him speak

The Princeton- and Harvard-educated "public citizen” railed
against corporate Amenca - corporate violence. corporate welfare,
corporate crnime and his latest target since announcing his
candidacy. "corporate government

“What we have in Amenca todav 1s one party - the corporate
party. " sard Mr Nader, using recent etforts at tort reform as an
example ot business’ intluence over politics

It yust has two heads. one that calls itselt Democrat. the
other |that| calls itselt Republican But these two parties don't
stand for anvthing anvmore They represent big business. and they
are cheating voters out of power

Mr Nader saved his harshest words tor M Chinton, densively
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calhng him George Ronald Clinton 10 suggest a political kinship to
former Presidents George Bush and Ronald Reagan
* N Nader lambasted Mr Chinton's support of the NAFTA trade
agreement_ his failure to pass "sigmificant” campaign reform and
his support of an increase m the nattonwide speed limit
In response. Clinton spokesmen have defended the president and
sard that a Nadar candidacy harms rather than helps the 1ssues he

savs he cares about
Audience members at My Nader's college appearance applauded
ften and loudly. but some acknowledged that they know hittle, if
anvthing. about the man who was once one of the most admired
Amenicans in the naton His influence over the vears can be seen
m changes such as auto airbags, shatterproot windshields and
nonsmoking sections in restaurants
"My parents told me about him." said Shale Rosen, 19 "After

seemng him, he seems to be just what this countrv needs He1s a
man of principle. @ man of convictions ”
. Especially with some things One Havertord official revealed
* that a condition of Mr Nader's contract 1o speak at the college
was that he be shuttled to and from the airport or train station in
a midsize Amencan car equipped with a shoulder harness

2
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HD * Nader Busiess dark side must be taught *"Look at your own
courses,” he tells a Brown University audience, ” the cost of
corporations to our society are almost never discussed ”

BY BRIAN O JONES Journal-Bulleun Staft Witer
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[P * Ralph Nader took off lus drab raincoat. which might have been

hought at the same store where TV's Detective Columbo gets his

rumpled overcoats, tossed 1t onto a table and got right down to

cases
lhere's trouble, Nader said Trouble. nght here onthis campus.

right here under the gracetul chandehers at Faunce House. where

elegant windows overlook Brown Universityv's college green

N I'D  "Have anv of vou vet read one book completely dedicated to the the

* study of corporate abuse or cnme here atBrown™ Nader asked
* Actually, one student said he had But Nader noted that onlv one
of the S0 students answered ves. so here was his point giant
compames so dominate umversities that thev spend httle ume on the
"dark side of corporatebehavior
"“In one area after another. vou will see that the cntical freedom
* of the academv 1s not bemg fulfilled.” Nader said. "that it's
extremely subservient and becoming more so to corporate ideology and
corporate vocatnonahism
It was avintage performance by the man who many beheve invented
the consumer movement mamly just with words delivered i a calm,

scholarlv. techmical manner but ultimately with incendiary impact
And vesterdav. it was as if Nader could not bear to be onfriendhy

termtory. at an vy League school hke the one (Princeton) he went

to tour decades ago. so that landed his first blows close to home

Instead of starting oft with tus presidential platform - he's
runmng on the Green Party ticket inseveral states - or reviewing his
landmark work on car saterv. or discussing the evolution of
* consumerism. the 62-vear-old Nader picked hus first fight with the
students paving his lecture fee
[aw schools don't teach about corporate cnme. hecontended. social
services schools don't teach about the corporate impact on the
economy, focusing mstead on the shortcomings of the poor

| ook at vour own courses. rieht across the board. whether
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econonnes, o pohties or husiness - the cost ofcorporations to our

society are almost never discussed - the cost of regulation is
discussed.” he said

One exception. Nader said. has been environmentalism He said

* that even a conservative such as the late President Richard M Nixon

* campaignedagainst pollution Here Nader dug not into a fancy
hriefcase but a big paper tolder and pulled out a Nixon speech and
read an excerpt

*  Nader implored s audience to think crnincally about the impact

of business on the environment. politics and evenentire countnes
What. Nader asked, are the nsks of new technologies that are being

"

feveloped with an eve toward the corporate bottom line?

Fhat's the kev question to keep asking vourself, because
otherwise. vou are going to Lo through lifeearning a lot of money, as
long as vou craw! on vour knees in front of the corporate altar and

* they put 100-doliar bills in vour back pocket.” Nader said
T'he intormal session with the students was one of two appearances
* bv Nader. sponsored by thestudent lecture board. a major address was
held 1n the evenming 1n a much larger lecture hall
* In the afternoon session. Nader did talk about his campaign He
said he's not out 10 get many votes. but 1o pose cntical questions
and build a largeenough "progressive” third party so that Democrats
and Republicans alike will have to deal with 1t
In passing. he touched on his earliest and most famous consumer
fight. forcing automobile compames to pav attention to car safety
The importanceof the safetv drive was not 10 accept the General
Motors view of "wiving people what thev want.” he said. but instead.
1o question how things were being done and to demand better
‘Now. vou take 1t tor gramed - air bags. seat belt. padded
dashpanei. collapsible steening columns, head restraints - and
instead of 125 000 dead this vear in the U S | there will be 47.000
* (pretty bad as that is. but a 1ot better),” Nader said

Afler answening some questions from a quiet, but respectful
* voungaudience. Nader seemed 1o have second thoughts, as if he had
come On oo strong

Have | depressed vou™ he asked

Without warting for an answer. he told his listeners not to lose

wart Causes can be won. lives can be saved. Nader said
T'here'sthousands of opportunities to make a global impact with

b

VOour talents
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Nader pushes ambitious campaign

agenda on a shoestring budget
SEATTLE (May 1, 1996924 pm EDT) -- Ralph Nader plans to offer President

Clinton modest competition” in the November presidential race, but there's
nothing modest about the agenda bemng advanced by the consumer advocate

Nader used a Seattle appearance Wednesday to push causes that range from curbing
corporate power to requiring renewable energy to  demanding new technologres”
that don't do things like burn holes in the ozone layer

And computer software should not be a * tool of the rich and powerful” but deploved
to improve the lives of people,” he said

During a Law Dayv speech to tnal lawvers. and a news conference tlanked by vicims
whose personal injury suits would be limited by Congress. Nader sounded themes
that could be subutled Early Armageddon He depicted a world of dominant
corporate masters. subservient pohiticians and a deteniorating global environment

We have a real plutocracy-ohigarchy investing iself in our political economy,”
Nader told reporters

But some audience members who gave Nader a standing ovation, and a pubhe
official he praised. indicated they won't join a presidential campaign that could

siphon away enough votes from Clinton to put presumptive Republican nominee
Bob Dole in the White House

I'm a fan of Ralph Nader but | supporting Bill Clinton.” said State Insurance
Commussioner Deborah Senn Moments earlier, Nader had praised Senn as * the
best insurance commussioner in the United States ”

Roberto Maestas. executive director of El Centro de la Raza and a veteran
community orgamzer, said Nader's candidacy could become the two-edged sword”
of the 1996 election

1

Nader could release a wave of interest and involvement.” Maestas said But he
\.nulJ also  divide the center-liberal-left movement to the benefit of a conservative
candidate

Nader 1s planning to use free TV appearances. the Internet and college speaking
tours to advance his cause It 1s @a no-money campaign.” he said

But despite years of campaigming for open government, Nader does not think his
income 1s any concern of the voters Unlike Clinton and Dole. Nader dechines to
make public hus income tax returns or personal financial information

There are a lot of things on peoples’ tax returns, concemning such things as relatives
and health expenses, that are none of the public's business." Nader said

Early polls show Nader getting about 7 percent of the vote in such big states as
Califormia He has been put on the ballot as a Green Party candidate in Cahtorma,
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New Mexico and Maine

While Clinton enjoys big leads over Dole in such states as California, Democrats
fear a ughtening of the race in which Nader could take away needed votes

Ralph Nader has been the consumer's best friend for decades, he can best
continue n that role by not jeopardizing the president's re-election,” said Jeff

Coopersmith. a former King County deputy prosecutor and Democratic House
candidate in the Ist District

Nader Wednesday denounced what he calied ' the Gingrich-Dole devastation of
the Legal Services program " And he attacked Dole for campaigning to limit damage
awards in product habihity lawsuits

| Nader professed not to worry that his candidacy might increase chances that Dole
I'will win 1in November

If vou're going to start a progressive reform movement. vou can't be worried about
taking votes away from one candidate or another.” he said

Nader is in a cunious position these days He 1s running against Clinton while at the
same ume lobbving the president

Congress recently passed legislation putting some limits on hiability suits It would
bar victims from suing after 15 vears from the date on which a defective product was

purchased The legislation would also cap punitive damages and preempt some state
laws on damage awards

Wednesdav, Nader urged that Clinton carry through with a promise to veto the hill

He said 1t would '~ smash judicial law and order when it comes to corporate
wrongdoing "

At 62, Nader 15 older and graver than the vouthful 1960's consumer advocate who
exposed safety defects in the Corvair with his bestselling book, Unsafe at any Speed
General Motors hired private detectives to spv on him. and the company president
was later forced to apolowize before a Senate commuttee

But Nader has lost none of huis gift for turning phrases, deploving hvperbole, and
hurling invective

He can reach for comparative statistics on such subjects as how many children live
in poverty in Washington, D C | compared to children in Sweden

He took out after Congress vesterday for maintaining, in Nader's words, billions in

Aid to Dependent Corporations” while chopping the Legal Services budget from
$41% mulhon to $278 milhion

He said the insurance industry's campaign to hmit product hiability and medical
malpractice awards 1s based on  false anecdotes and outnight fabrications " He cited
Sen. Slade Gorton. R-Wash _ as  one of the ringleaders” in curtailing the ability of
injured people to sue

One major lobby gets praise from Nader -- trial lawvers

People have no way of knowing how much safer society 1s because ot the injured
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people who were able to go to contingency fee lawyers,"” Nader said

He told the Washington State Trial Lawyers Association that their profession has
been  pilloried, slandered and lied about" by such foes as the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and National Association of Manufacturers

Copynight ¢ 1996 Nando net
Copyright ¢ 1996 Seattle Post-Intelligencer
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[P Saving there's no sigmficant difference between Republicans and
* Democrats, consumer watchdog Ralph Nader said Wednesday he would
like to be on Washington state's presidennial ballot in November
His issue” Corporate power in Amenca
TD *  Nader said s candidacy will try 10 raise issues such as
mternational trade agreements, GATT and NAFTA. corporate welfare,
corporate crime, fraud and abuse. and renewable energy conversion
‘It's designed to give competition to the Tweedledum, Tweedledee
alin Republican and Democratic parties. which are essentially one
r corporate party with two heads weanng different makeup.” he said
*  Nader. 62. was in Seattle as part of'a Law Dav commemoration by
the Washington State Tnal Lawvers Association
He dismussed suggestions his candidacy would hurt President
Chnton's re-election chances by costing him states such as
Cahforma. Oregon and Washington
"President Chinton. 1f he wants to broaden his agenda, can
reduce whatever modest competition comes from this quarter if he
* chooses.” Nader sard "It he doesn't. 1t shows all the more need
for competition trom people who are tired of being told by the two

-

parties they have nowhere 10 go

His speech to the Tnal Lawvers Association was nddled with

* criticisms of corporate Amenca Nader told the several hundred

people they should be outraged over a recentlv passed tort reform
bill that would lmn damage claims and pre-empt state laws on
personal inury cases

I'hat measure - Senate Bill 365 < has passed the U S House and
Senate and 1s betore Chinton, who has threatened to veto it

Nader blamed GOP presidenual candidate Bob Dole and House
Speaker Newt Gingnch - as well as the etfectiveness of the
“wrongdoers' lobby” - tor the ill's success He also condemned
attempts 1o cut the legal services - a federal program to provide
leeal help to the poor

Nader first contended there i1s no ditfference between the major
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political parties. but then noted Clinton might veto a bill Dole

would siun
"Tweedledee 1s different from Tweedledum. but not by much,” said
* Nader. who claimed 1t took great effort 1o persuade Chinton to veto
the bill
Members of a state group pushing Nader's candidacy handed out
leaflets betore the speech. saving thev'll gather June 29 at
Seattle’s Gasworks Park to collect the 200 voter signatures needed
to put him on the ballot
*  While Nader will be a Green Party candidate m Cahtorma, he
likely will be histed as an independent on the Washington state
ballot
It Bill Clinton had followed through on more of his campaign
* promuses. there would be fewer people interested in a Nader
candidacy . said Manan [ owe. who said she voted for Clinton in
19092
"The 1dea that we should vote tor the lesser of two evils is an
idea whose time has gone.” she said
A spokeswoman tor the Washington State Democratic Party said
there is plenty of difference between Clinton and Dole
"Democrats want 1o expand economic opportunity for the mddle
class. preserve Medicare and Medicaid. protect our environment and
public heaith. strengthen education and offer 1ax cuts to working
families, not the nch.” Jenny Holladav said

|
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As Nader hears labor, populist roots go
deeper

By Walt Contreras Sheasby

Green Party 27th Congressional candidate

With the Nader campaign now on the ballot in nine states (Alaska, Colorado, Hawau,
Mame, New Mexico, Oregon, and now Califormia and Washington as of June 30),
and with more to announce in the next few weeks. the "People’s Campaign” 1s being
re-defined 1n deeper hues of populism_ Sign: 'u ant hnks are being made with
uniomsts, gays and lesbians, and people of color, as activists demonstrate that there
are many shades of Green

In New York state, the Green Party named Muriel Tillinghast as the
Vice-Presidential candidate Muriel 1s a veteran civil rights and community activist
who became a leader of the DC Nonwviolent Action Commuttee section of SNCC, the
1964 Mississippr Summer project, and in Marvland served as state director of the
Council of Federated Orgamizations  For the last decade she has been a leader of the
National Commuttee for Independent Polhitical Action and currently 1s on the staff of
the Independent Progressive Pohites Network The IPPN 1s now contributing a
number of kev activists to the Nader campaign National Coordinator Ted Glick 1s a
Nader elector in New York state, and National Commuttee Members Linda
Wambaugh and Claire Cohen are electors in Pennsvlvania

In California, Greens officially invited a number of IPPN and Peace and Freedom
Party activists to join the list of 54 state electors for Nader Half the electors are
expected to be people of color, half are women, ..iﬂd a number of gays and lesbians
will be active as electors, dispelling the media spin that this campaign 1s not relevant
to human nghts and civil nghts struggles About half will be active 1n labor umons
The new orientation of the Nader campaign was worked out in Rhode Island in March
and in Cleveland at the Labor Party in June. as well as in other meetings as Nader
travels around Since Nader intends to focus on the Toolbox for Democracy 1ssues,
this approach was settled on as a wayv of bringing social justice 1ssues to the fore and
reducing the media fixation with candidates

In his faxed address to the State Convention of the Califorma Green Party,
responding to previous criticisms of the narrowness ot his tocus, Ralph Nader called
for an imtiative of "umty and diversity.” with a coalinon "agreeing on core 1ssues of
fundamenial demmran and not fracturing on demands for unammity about
remaining priorities ' ' Nader emphasized that this democracy in depth could not be
separated >from “solving problems with justice in a society where everybody counts
and evervbodv is respected and everybody 1s eager to assume the duties of citizen
action writ large and wnit small " His remarks will undoubtedly frame the
movement's discussion of how to blunt the edge of red-hot wedge 1ssues intended to
divide and conquer, and how to incorporate single-issue 1dentity politics into a
broad-left populist campaign

The same questions were evident in the debates at the Labor Party Convention, as
recounted by Maureen Smith elsewhere in this 1ssue In his remarks to the Labor
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Party delegates m Cleveland on lune 7, Nader again emphasized broad-left umty
agamnst the corporations and their two parties

Nader recerved a standing ovation and was interrupted by applause when he spoke to
the delegates from a microphone at the rear of the convention hall He had just
returned from having luNch wath the leaders of the new Labor party The staging was
clearly designed to show that the Labor Party was not endorsing Nader, but the warm
reception revealed where the delegates’ feelings were His remarks celebrated the
tounding of the orgamzation and the tireless work of Tony Mazzoch1 of O C A W
over the last six vears of | PA orgaruzing "This convention will be looked upons as
the rebirth of the labor movement after so manv vears of being subordinated to
corporate power

Nader said that the corporations have "no allegiance to this nation™ and "cross the
globe looking for brutal dictators to suppress labor " Nader said out loud what was on
every delegates’s mind "Corporations are the enemy.” he thundered to another
standing ovation “This 1s the unifving theme here ”

Speaking as an At-Large Delegate, he said "This convention brings together union
people across union lines. across geographic lines - that doesn't happtn very often
They will 2o back enerzized to continue the ferment in their own unions The Labor
Party 1s going to end the ability of Democrats to tell progressives they've got
nowhere else to go Chinton pushed through NAFTA and GATT and did nothing on
labor law reform or the mimimum wage when he had control of Congress. He's
stiffed us again and again Those days are about over ”

He was given a vigorous round of applause when he said that. "Society rots from the
top down, and 1t reconstructs from the bottom up "

On the question of the Labor Party endorsing or running candidates, some delegates
wanted to follow the AFL-ClO in endorsing Chinton, and 1t was clear that they would

bolt the Labor Party 1t 1t endorsed anvone else That would almost certainly destroy
the fledgling Labor Pary

A move to c.n.mm. Chnton was rejected the next day, Saturday, 1in favor a two-vear
moratorium on endorsing or runming candidates, a move which Nader, a delegate,
supported Both Nader and the bulk of rank-and-file delegates who supported the
two-vear moratorium wanted to focus on building the Labor Party, which at this
point 1s not united and not able to withstand anv censure from the AFL-CIO

As Nader said. "Before vou immediately stant fielding candidates, vou've got to be
sure there are enough people who are serious enough to commut their ime and
energy to do that, rather than simply start a candidacy here and there based on a
Hurrah!" that dnfts awav when the going gets tough with the other parties "
Hopefully, he wasn't decnibing his own nisk in taking on the two-party duopoly

In discussions with the “Labor for Nader” Greens 1n Cleveland, Nader also discussed
and approved the enlisung of a “team” of supporters, who might serve as electoral
college "state electors.” to carrv the message of the campaign and to allow Greens
and progressives to educate and organize around 1ssues of affirmative action,
immigrant rights. and the like In New York. Ronnie Dugger, tounder of the new
populist Allance, has indicated he will speak out as an elector for the Nader
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campaign, and entire electoral teams of lefl-progressive leaders, people of color,
uniomsts, gays and lesbians, feminists, and environmentalists are being recruited

Nader was clearly imprsssed with the Labor Party militants who came up to him to
encourage him in his race As they finally left to retum to convention business, an
arde to Nader asked, "Well, after this, are you going to take a higher profile in the
campaign™ He rephed. "1 have to "

-
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LP* At apress conference here, Nader said he would be on the ballot
m as many as 25 states, perhaps more, and he 1s entirely
unapologenic if draws votes away from Clinton

“Chimton's motto could be "A mmnd 1s a ternible thing to make
* up.™ he said ghibly of the president’s notorious penchant to
wafile onssues "And Dole's could be 'I've just begun to
blunder ™

I'D* By most standards. Nader would seem an oddity on the political
scene He dresses like an old-fashioned university professor,
remains faithful to this tvpewriter. has no car and shuns crednt
cards

But he has proven over the past 30 vears how grass-roots
campaigns can tackle powertul orgamzations and win He helped roll
back car msurance premiums and fought off attempts to limit
msurance company liability

- While Clinton and Dole boast war chests of tens of millions of

* dollars. Nader refuses not only corporate contributions but pnivate
ones as well, preferring to rely on a compliant press corps
Indeed. while both Dole and Clinton come here with large
* entourages and huge amounts of television advertising, Nader's
staft merelv announced on a local news wire he was in town and
invited the press
kl'dkb270345
AFP
ALP
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[P* BEVERLY HILLS. Caht (AP) - Consumer advocate Ralph Nader said
Friday that voter discontent with the major political parties will
significantly expand the pohtical clout of third parties by the end
f the centun
Nader expected to become the Green Party's presidential nominee,
said the success of Ross Perot in the 1992 election illustrates how
the Democratic and Republican parnies are driving increasing numbers
of voters to other parties
D "By the vear 2000, 1 think we will begin to see the beginning of a
negotiated pohitical process, where both parties will have 1o
negohiate with smaller parties on erther side of them  or suffer a
- * growing draming-awav of voters.” Nader told a news conference
Nader. 62, 1s expected to receive the Green Partv's endorsement
* for president at its national convention next month in Los Angeles
~ His name has already been placed on the November ballot in
Calitforma. Alaska. Colorado. New Mexico, Nevada, Maine and Oregon
Nader's platform includes overhauling the campaign finance system
and the "corrosive impact of special mterest money ” He also has
advocated overturming the General Agreement on Tanfls and Trade and
the North Amencan Free Trade Agreement
* Nader said Fniday that the current polincal svstem has encouraged
corporate welfare. ™ in which large businesses receive 1ax breaks and
other financial advantages while services 1o the poor are cut
He repeatedly touched on the theme ot corporate power, saving the
Umted States has become “"government by the Exxon, tor the General
Motors, by the DuPonts
Anv timie a country becomes extreme i its concentration of power
» the hands of a few . that means decision-making is concentrated in
ew el l\dfl\l\ l"‘.ﬂ means not many solutons are ‘\T}L‘[L‘dr '-l"
societal problems. he said
He said more public funds need 1o be directed 1oward solving
homelessness, public transportation and intrastructure, poverty and
ither problems more relevant 10 the average cimzer
Empowering citizens to participate more n the political process

Torequires an expansion of the tools of demogcrac Nader \dld He
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said he supports such measures public financing of campaigns and a
"none of the above™ option on ballots that could force a new election
if enough voters were dissatisfied with their choices
Nader also cnticized President Clinton and Republican
presidennial hopeful Bob Dole as being nearly identical in their
stands on 1ssues
"There are more differences in the rhetoric between Clinton and
Daole than there 1s between the actions of Chinton and Dole." he said
Nader's brief presidential run in 1992 saw him gain a roughly
equal amount of support from Democrats and Republicans About 6,300
people voted for him as a wnite-in candidate in the New Hampshire
primary He received 3,054 votes in the Democratic primary and 3.258
in the GOP primany



Jan

/
A

/

'’ B ~
@ exisinexis o [TIE
TELL ME MORE..

[ Back 1o PohiticsNow | 1 E.\IS-.\‘EXIS }

Copvright 1996 MceClatchy Newspapers, Inc

NADER'S RUN FOR PRESIDENT DESIGNED
TO JOG THE SYSTEM

Sacramento Bee, August 3. 1996, METRO FINAL
MAIN NEWS, Pz Al 1640 words
Dan Bemnstein, Bee Capitol Bureau

He has been a national public figure for more than 30 years. a consumer crusader
who has successtullv railed against dangerous cars, harmful food additives and
congressional pay raises

He has taken on the insurance industry. the banking industry and the nuclear power
industrv, to name a few

And now. Ralph Nader has dec:ded to take on the entire American political
establishment 1n a quixotc bid for the presidency

A quintessential polinical outsider. Nader readily concedes he cannot win the race

He plans to spend no more than $ 5 000 on his campaign, so far, his public
appearances have been tew and tar between But he says victory will not be measured
In votes

"This candidacy 18 not designed to win.” Nader said during a recent campaign stop
in Sacramento "It is designed to build a moderate-sized progressive political

party that in a few vears can make sure that the two parties will never be able to say

to progressive Americans, "You have nowhere to go, but vote for us or be
considered apathetic because vou don't vote " "

Nader, 62, will appear on the ballot in Califorma as a candidate of the Green Party
Party officials sav he 1s now on the ballot in 10 other states, and they hope his name
ultimately will appear on the ballots of more than 30 states, compnsing more than
half of the nation's electoral votes

Nader's central message 1s that large corporations have taken over control of the
nation's political system, and that both the Democratic and Repubhican parties --

which he refers to as "the two-party duopoly” -- are too beholden to them to make
the radical changes needed to restore democracy

On the stump, Nader offers up a mixture of statistics, sarcasm and sound bites

He quotes Thomas Jefterson, decries federal budget cuts in programs that benefit
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the poor, and cites past movements in American history to reduce the influence of
corporate interests Some of his sharpest attacks are aimed at the practices of health
maintenance organizations and efforts to limit damage awards in personal-injury
lawsuits, which he terms “tort deform ”

"Big business and their pohuical servants in Washington are on a collision course
with Amencan democracy.” Nader smd "American democracy 1s losing on the
mstallment plan, and it's stnpping people of control over their own country and
concentrating more power and wealth in fewer and fewer hands. It's ime for a
government of the people, by the people and for the people -- instead of a
government of the Exxons, by the General Motors and for the DuPonts "

Although Nader's message -- hke his deep voice -- 1s somber, he can evoke chuckles
when he describes freshman lawmakers as the "cruelest rogues ever to crawl up
Capitol Hill." or when he suggests a new motto for President Chinton: "A mind 1s a
termble thing to make up "

When Nader launched his campaign earlier this vear. some Democratic activists
expressed concern that he would draw votes mostly from Chnton, possibly costing
the president a victory 1n some states

Those fears have abated now that Clinton has widened his lead in the polls against the
presumptive Republhican candidate, Bob Dole A Field Poll of Califorma voters in
June found Clinton leading Dole by 44 percent to 29 percent. Nader was supported

bv 8 percent, compared with 13 percent who backed Ross Perot

Sull. Nader's candidacy continues to itk some people who are trving to build
progressive polincal parties at the local level

"Ralph Nader 1s one of the greatest living Americans. but this 1s not one of hus
greatest 1deas,” said Damiel Cantor, an organizer for the New Party. a progressive
party active in about a dozen mostly Midwestern states “It's not because he's wrong
about the bankruptcy of the two-party svstem But the way to challenge 1t 1s not by
runming for president, but by building political organizations from the grass roots
up

Others have urzed Nader to devote more effort to the campaign

Steve Cobble, political director of the National Rainbow Coalition, penned a brief
open letter to Nader in a recent edition of the Nation magazine

"Dear Ralph.” he wrote, speaking for himself and not his orgamization "If vou're not
going to do 1t seriously, don'‘tdo nt”

Nader insists he can run an effective campaign on a token budget He plans to make
at least one campaign swing up and down the East Coast in a car, staying with friends
and relatuves He also savs he wall distribute copres of a 1 S-minute wdeotape in
which he outlines his reasons for running

For now, Nader's main campaign goal 1s 1o garner enough media attention to be
mwvited to participate in the upcoming presidential debates Taking advantage of even
opportunmity for free exposure, he recently appeared on "Politically Incorrect.” an
ottbeat talk show on the Comedy Central cable television channel
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Nader's campaign platform is built around "The Concord Principles” -- a senies of
proposals he compiled in 1992 when he brietly ran for president as a write-in
candidate in New Hampshire

The principles are what Nader describes as a "modern tool box for redeeming our
democracy " They include public financing of campaigns through a voluntary
taxpaver check-off and a "none of the above” option on the ballot that would force a
new election with new candidates 1f the category were chosen by a plurality of
voters

Nader wants to abandon the North Amencan Free Trade Agreement and the General
Agreement on Tantls and Trade, and instead negotiate individual trade agreements
with nations

In addition, he supports a progressive national sales tax, with exemptions for
products purchased by low-income people and higher rates for luxury items. He
dechined to offer specifics "It doesn't matter what I think about those things,” he
said "This 1s not this kind of candidacy

Nader says he welcomes other minor-party candidates to the race, saving the best
way to gain leverage with the two major parties 1s to deprive them of votes

“The two-party svstem 15 crumbling.” he said "It started in 1992 wath 19 mulhon
votes for Perot It's going to crumble even more, and mavbe by the vear 2000 we're
going to see some interesting pohncal realignments -- 1f not a crumbling of two
parties per se, an elaborate set of negotiated pohitics ™

Graphic Ralph Nader Big business has an iron gnp on both mamnstream parties, he
5avs

| Back 1o PohticsNow LEXIS-NEXIS |

Copvright © 1996 L EXIS-NEXIS., a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
Reserved.
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P At a tme when viable third-party candidates are giving voters
* more choices in presidential campaigns. Ralph Nader wants to offer
still another option "None of the Above
. A lot of people don't like the candidates on the ballot.” Nader
sard Saturdav dunng a campaign stop i Berkeley "Right now, their
onlv option 1s to stav home
TD*  Nader, the Green Partyv's expected nominee for president. is making
a binding "None ot the Above” option a cornerstone of his campaign
If "None of the Above” gets more votes than the other candidates, the
- election would be declared null and voiud and another one would be
ordered within 30 davs
That's the wav to bning forth the protest. no-confidence vote in
a corrupthy run political svstem that increasingly only reflects the
corporate mterests and neglects the interests of the Amencan
people.” he said
Nader was on a campaign swing through Cahforma that included
appearances in Sacramento. Berkelev, Beverly Hills and Los Angeles
He stopped in Berkelev 1o meet bnetly with a small group of

*

reporters in a neighborhood church
he H2-vear-old consumer advocate 1s expected to receive the Green
* Parmv's endorsement for president at its national convention next
month in Los Angeles His name has already been placed on the
November ballot in Cahtornia, Alaska. Colorado. Hawan, New Mexico,
Nevada, Mame. Oregon and Washington
In other comments. Nader repeatedhy touched on the theme of
corporate power, claiming pohticians have become puppets for
nultinational corporations
I he Umited States has become "government by the Exxon. for the
General Motors, by the Du Poms.” he said
Big business and thewr political servants are on a collision
urse with democracy
He also crninicized the concentration of wealth among the top 3

percent Of the populanon and the tact thar the middle class
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continues to lose ground dunng a penod of economic growth
Nader said American citizens want more power in the political
process and that requires more "tools of democracy
He called for public financing of campaigns, free radio and
television time for candidates who qualified for the ballot and
public elections based on well promoted voluntary checkoff on tax
returns

*
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20463
September 16, 1996

Michael Johnson

Nader Watch

3303 Pico Blvd., Suite C
Santa Monica, CA 90404

MUR 4454

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This letter acknowledges receipt on September 9, 1996, of your complaint alleging
possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").
The respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
vour complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn to in the same manner
as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4454 Please refer to this
number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely, )
) Cﬁgﬁ;m ﬁ MM&EQ /72) may

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

September 16, 1996

Tames Orlando Ogle, 111, Treasurer
Ihe Green Party

PO Box DJ

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

RE: MUR 4454
Dear Mr. Ogle:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the Green
Party and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter
MUR 4454, Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Green Party and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)}(4XB) and
§ 437g(a) 12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authonizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your

information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

(@(&7(3 /&MM /7/)1445,

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Fnclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures

-

3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

September 16, 1996

Ralph Nader
2000 P Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

RE: MUR 4454
Dear Mr. Nader:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of
the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4454. Please refer to this
number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)}(4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your

information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

./,&fgféu‘: /ﬂ M/u@a_ };7 Y

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement

g% )
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Enclosed 1s the filing for the Green Party's quarterly FEC
, in which the national Green Party's financial report 1is
ed I wish that the matter be made public immediately.

{1
)
D o
H
L re

As the elected secretary of the USA Parliament Coalition, I
am also the legitimate elected secretary of all parties represented
in the coalition The financial expenditures of the USA Parliament
"palition totaled $928.77 up to 9/30/96
The Green Party's represention in the USA Parliament Coaliticn
vas 28% from February '96 to August '96 (during the 6 month election
~ycle), but now stands at 5% of the parliament. The 5% figure would be
+ne current one, which would put the Green Party's quarterly expenditures
3t 8§13. line 7, column A, Form 3X). However, the yearly total
>uld als be interpreted as $928.77, which 1s also the total expences
the USA Parliament in the first three quarters of 1996
s the a ved USA Parliament rules dictate a 2-year cycle
the 3 A Parliament election, the percent of the Green Party's
penditures will remain at 5% of the parliament's total through 8/5
'3 - it this answers your questions regarding the complaint
2 b Joter Revolt's Michael Johnson. I have also enclosed the
es for the SA Parliament, the current make-up of the parliament,
1 the 11 ) records of all voting MPs. Please feel free ¢ |
. f have a further concerns or gquestions

A e
Qe G~

es Pfile, secretary
f¥SA Parliament

o, Y
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Steve Michael Taoiseach

Office of the Secretary

James Ogle

For Immediate Release

Leader MP

Bill Clinton
Bruce Daniels
Jerry Brown
Jesse Jackson
James Ogle
Gene Marsee'*
Valerie Madriaga
Daniel Brockman
Mike Bogatirev
Regina Lingenfelter
Patrick Seats*
Michael Banon
Ralph Nader
Colin Powell
. Alan Keyes
Jim Carey
Clint Eastwood
John Madden
Jason Arambulo*
Noam Chomsky
Nathan Brown
John Mayer~*
Ross Perot
Gdérden Hartmen
Harry Browne
Igor Chudov*
Wayy Gravy
Jeff Fecke
Steve Michael
Mike Robinson
Monty Truitt
Locke Heemstra=
Charles Collins
Kirby Hensley
Jack Clayton
S Marcos

* Appointed MPs
** None Of The Above

--James 0Ogle

September 4,

Individual's
Party/Category 4 of Seats
Democratic 1
Democratic
Democratic
Democratic
Labor 1
Labor
Hemp
Environmentalist
Environmentalist
Environmentalist
Environmentalist
Skateboard
Green
Republican
Republican
info. not
info. not
info. not
info. not
New
Pot
Pot
Reform
Bicycle
Libertarian
Libertarian
NOTA**
Anarchist
AIDS Cure
Artists
Beer
Conservative
independent
Universal Life
wWhat's A Matter U
Zapatista

avail.
avail.

1
8
1
1
3
1
9
2
2
1
1
6
5
4
1
avail. 1
1
avail. 1
4
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For Immediate Release

The USA Parliament

F.E.C. ID# CO0304766

Post Office Box DJ

Pacific Grove, California 93950
usa-par@netcom.com

(B00) 369-USA-1

RESULTS OF VOTING FOR TAOISEACH

Vote For Vote For

Vote For PM Secretary
Monty Truitt 1 Monty Truitt 1 James Ogle

2 James Ogle 2 Monty Truitt

3 Donald Duck 3 Micky Mouse 1 no
Daniel Brockman 1 Steve Michael 1 James Ogle

2 Wavy Gravy

- 3 Valerie Madriaga 2 yes

Mike Robinson 1 Daniel Brockman 1 James Ogle

2 Steve Michael 2 Mike Robinson

3 Mike Robinson i yes
Nathan Brown 1 John Mayer 1 James Ogle

2 Michael Banon 3 yes
Patrick Seats 1 Patrick Seats 1 James Ogle

2 Daniel Brockman 2 Gary Swing 1 yes
Kerby Hensley 1 Locke Heemstra 1 James Ogle 1
Jack Clayton 1 Steve Michael 1 James Ogle

2 Jack Clayton 1 yes
Igor Chudov 1 Daniel Brockman 1 James Ogle

2 Igor Chudov 1 yes*
James Ogle 1 Steve Michael 1 James Ogle

2 Daniel Brockman 2 Daniel Brockman

3 Igor Chudov

. 4 Wavy Gravy 13 yes

Bruce Daniels 1 Paniel Brockman 1 Gary Swing 8 yves
Gorden Hartman 1 Daniel Brockman 2 James Ogle 3 yes
John Mayer 1 Steve Michael 1 James Ogle 1 yes
Mike Bogatirev 1 Daniel Brockman 1 James Ogle 2 abstain
Gene Marsee' 1 Valerie Madriaga 1 James 0Ogle 1 abstain
Total 38

*Voted yes on other rules and wrote i1in "Create USA PAR Web Page'".

Results As Of 9 11 66

Steve Michael Elected Prime Minister - 17 votes
James Ogle Elected Secretary - 28 votes
Rules Approved - 34 votes

--James Ogle, secretary
USA Parliament
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For Immediate Release August 13, 1996

The USA Parliament

F.E.C. ID# C00304766

Post Office Box DJ

Pacific Grove, California 93950
usa-par@netcom.com

(800) 369-USA-1

PURPOSES

The four purposes of the 3rd USA Parliament are: 1) to continue building
a political organization which 1s based on a voting system in which every
US citizen can participate for free - where 1/100ths of the votes will
elect one of the 100 seats, 2) to elect a new 100-member committee (The
4th USA Parliament) who will elect a Prime Minister or "Taoiseach" (pro-
nounced tee-SHOCK) and ~secretary, and who will vote on new rules for
the 4th USA Parliament «lection which begins on 5/5/2000, 3) to help
establish subsidiary 100-member state parliaments, that will coordinate
with the national USA Parliament through state parliament elections, 4)
to approve a system for electing judges for the USA Parliament and state
parliaments, and to elect judges, who will build a parliament justice
system and rule on guestions such as ballot validation and verification.

The 3rd USA Parliament election begins on 5/5/98 and ends on 8/5/98.

RULES

1) VOTER MUST be a citizen of the United States of America. Violation
of this or any other rule will automatically cause a spoiled ballot.

2) All VOTERS MUST be 18 years or older, must register to vote for both
USA Parliament election and their own state's election, and may
vote only once during each USA Parliament election cycle and state
election cycles.

3) FOR BALLOT VERIFICATION purposes all paper ballots must include the
registered voter's printed name, contact information and signature.
Verification will be based on the state's voter rolls in their state.
Each voter registration form must follow national FEC standards for
such forms. Eballots should expect a standard response from the
USA Parliament's secretary at some time in the future, and those
voting by eballot are subject to standard verification proceedures.
Voting by telephone or fax 1s permitted. When any ballot has
been challenged and marked spoiled, an appeal to the USA Parliament
"Supreme Court" may be made, who will rule on the matter by a maj-
ority vote of the elected judges.

4) NOMINEES' NOMINATOR AND SECONDER'S NAMES and contact information
will be made public and will be available through the USA Parliament's
secretary's office. No person may nominate or second more than one
person. Nominations and secondings mailed through US Mail or email,
must be postmarked and received between 2/1/'98 and 4 1/98. Pacific
Standard Time (PST) shall apply in all time-relevent cases on all
matters in the 3rd USA Parliament election. Only first, middle and
last names, including initials, will be permitted on the ballot (no
titles). A nominee's name may appear on the ballot once, so fusion
voting 1is not allowed. All nominees must be US citizens, and must
provide proof of citizenship within 21 days of requested verification



5

6

)

)

7)

8

9

10)

o

)

)

p—

by any MP or parli staff that requests su”zo{, and violation
of these nomination proceedures will result in the€ nominee's removal
from the ballot.

NOMINEES' STATEMENTS must be post-marked and received before 4/15/98.
Late statements shall be included when possible.

SPACE FOR THREE OR MORE WRITE-IN choices must be provided on each bal-
1ot .

BALLOTS MUST be post-marked and received between 5,/5/98 and 8/5/98,
when the election cycle 1s complete. Results will be made public when
the vote-count 1s complete, soon after 8/5/98. Any US citizen, nomi-
nee and/or proxy may observe the counting of the ballots. The
vote-count will be conducted by volunteer counters.

ALL NOMINEES and write-ins that win 1 /'100ths of the total votes cast
may vote as a member of parliament (MP). Each elected MP shall re-
ceive a number of votes, or "seats", on the USA Parliament committee,
proportional to the total number of votes they received in the elec-
tion. The elected MPs may make appointments for any seats that are
won in each USA Parliament election cycle. The MP elected to each
party/category who receives the most votes shall be designated the
leader of that party /category they've chosen. When MPs win more

than one seat, and voting as a member of parliament (MP) as leader of
their list, each elected MP may either cast votes for every member of
their list i1in the parliament (proxy voting), each appcinted member of
their list may cast the vote themselves, or any combination of MP's
vote and/or appointed MP's votes may be cast. Once a leader appoints
an MP, the MP remains on the parliament committee until they resign,
and the appointed MP's vote supersedes the proxy vote of the faction
leader. When appointed MPs resign, their seat reverts back to the e-
lected MP. Appointed MPs may be categorized with any party/category
that they wish, but party/categories of all MPs must be the true one.
The USA Parliament secretary 1s not responsible for collecting the bal-
lots of appointed MPs, but is responsible for publishing all the MP's
ballots as received from elected and appointed MPs and leaders.
EBALLOTS must be sent to voting-systems@netcom.com, a private listserver
used by the secretary and other observers, for receiving eballots.
Each nominee, and or proxy, 1s permitted to observe the eballot's

arrival on the listserver. Eballots and registered "e"voter's infor-
mation are public domain, and not confidential. Eballots will be
counted after the election deadline, midnight of 8/'5/98, PST. Ebal-

lots will be observed by subscribers of the Interenet listserver ad-
dress voting-systemsiEnetcom.com, which 1s a praivate listserver used
for observing such eballots. To engage or disengage the voting-sys-
tems listserver, send the message "subscribe” or "unsubscribe”.
POSTAL BALLOTS must be mailed to USA PAR, PO Box DJ, Pacific Grove,
California, 93950. Postal ballots, will be handled by, and the re-
sults will be posted on the voting-systems@netcom.com listserver, by
volunteer counter(s) and/or the USA Parliament secretary. Choices
marked on paper ballots are guaranteed to be confidential. Each
nominee, and 'or their proxy, 1s permitted to observe the vote-count
while the paper ballots are removed from the envelopes in which they
were malled. Paper ballots are to be removed from the envelope on
the last day of the election cycle on 8,5/98. Cnce ballots are
counted, allegations of fraud or mistakes will be addressed by the
elected judges of the USA Parliament’'s Supreme Court.
FOR SINGLE-WINNER ELECTIONS, such as election of a secretary and
Prime Minister or Taolseach, treasurer and judges, the single-trans-
ferable vote system (STV, Droop) will be used through preference
voting.
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FOR ASSIGNING SEATS in the 100-member 3rd USA Parliament committee,
each elected MP will submit a "MP's list", who will take seats and
vote for PM or "Taoiseach", secretary, rules, and judges. Only
elected MPs and appointed MPs will be recognized as the legitimate
voters in the USA Parliament internal elections.

TIE VOTES will be broken by calling new elections.

VOTES OF CONFIDENCE for the PM or Taoiseach and/or secretary and/or
rules, may be taken at any time, by any member of the USA Parliament.
JUDGES shall be elected by the 3rd USA Parliament, and will take votes

on judicial matters. Nominations of the judges will be made by elec-
ted MPs, and each MP may vote for the nominations on a preference
ballot. Up to nine judges will serve, and this will be known as

the USA Parliament's "Supreme Court". Judicial positions will be
for life, although elected judges may retire/resign at any time they
wish. The elected judges must swear allegiance to the USA Parli-

ament's principles of fair and equal elections for every citizen,
through the protection of the proportionality of the parliament,
based on the ratio where 1/100ths of the votes will egqual one of the
100 seats.

RESIGNATIONS. When any elected PM or Taoiseach, MP, judge or sec-
retary - resigns, retires, or dies - the single-transfer of 1st pre-
ference votes from the voters' ballots that had elected the depart-
ing member, will be used to elect the 2nd preferrred choice on the
same vaters' ballots (STV).

DISTRIBUTED UNMARKED BALLOTS AND EBALLOTS may be reproduced, copied,
re-type set or reduced in any way, however the paper voter registra-
tion form must meet state and federal requirements. The ballot it-
self must include all nominees' correct party affiliations, a detac-
hable voter registration form, USA Parliament contact information,
and initiative(s). All ballots released to the public from the USA
Parliament's elected secretary shall count as a legitimate ballot,
even after the ballot had been updated to reflect party switching,
withdrawal or any other corrected errors and changes.
CONFIDENTIALITY OF CHOICES made by all voters is guaranteed by the
parliament secretary, except on eballots and votes by MPs and MSPs.
Ballots and eballots may be challenged, scrutinized and/or annulled,
during the time they are being viewed by the public, and/or during
the vote-count or during a recountal. In case a computer breaks
down, the USA Parliament will revert to a hand count of paper ballots
and eballots received up to the time of the break down.
CATEGORIZATION of those that win 1/100ths of the total votes cast,
will be based on the #1 preference vote cast by the MP. Elected
MPs may decide to change their party/categorization at anytime.

MPs automatically qualify for the next election cycle under the
party/category of their choice. New nominees, registered with
non-qualified USA Parliament parties, will be categorized as "inde-
pendents" . Parties become gualified once a member from that party
is elected to the parliament, and when no nominee of any party/cat-
egory 1s represented in the parliament, that party category becomes
unqualified after one full election cycle has passed. In cases
where elected MPs decide to switch the party/category that they are
categorized with, then the new category will be instantly granted,
and their entire set of elected seats and appointments will be re-
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categorized under ame party/category, exhn cases where
appointmnets wish not to be recatergorized under the new party/
category to which the elected faction leader had switched. The

most important criterea in determining the nominee's party/cate-
gory i1s determined by the nominee's state's records, which is the

true category. The second most important criterea in determining
the nominee's party/category is the nominee's reguested party/cate-
gory in USA Parliament matters. The third most important criterea

for determining the nominee's party category will be set by the par-
ty/category of the person who the nominee voted for Taoiseach.

PARTY LEADERS will be replaced in each election cycle when a nominee
of the same party category receives more votes than the incumbent lea-
der. Party leaders are responsible for the distribution of all bal-
lots and rules to the members of their party /‘category and lists.
ELECTION OF THE USA PARLIAMENT will be based on the Sainte-Lague
party list system (STV, Hare) through preference voting (PrV).

ORDER QF NOMINEES on the ballot of the USA Parliament ballot will be
determined by the leader of each party/category, who will be entitled
to the top space under their party/category. Additions to the bal-
lot are to be based on numbers of seats - those with more seats in the
parliament will be placed above those with lessor seats. Ties

will be broken through alphabetizing the names. Additional nominees
will be placed on the ballot in the order that they were nominated.
Secondings do not apply to the order of placement on the ballot. it
elected MPs switch party/categories at anytime, they will be placed
in the new party category below all other nominees already listed.
Parties and categories will be listed on the ballot in alphabetical
order. A maximum of twelve nominees per party ‘category will be per-
mitted on the ballot for the 3rd USA Parliament election.

THESE RULES will not change once approved by majority vote by the

3rd USA Parliament. These rules will apply to the 3rd Parliament's
election unless they are voted down by a majority vote of the 3rd USA
Parliament's voting MPs before release of the ballot for the 3rd

USA Parliament on 5/5/98.

REPORTING OF vote totals and percentages will be made reflecting
separate categories for email votes and postal votes. Vote totals
for party/category/group's "internal elections” will be reported.

NO PERSON MAY BE CENSORED, and no limits may be placed on free speech
by/of any other person or nominee, including USA Parliament elected

members and staff, at any time. Party category’' s names may not be
used in such a way that mimics or libels names of other party/categor-
1es or individuals. Those that refuse to comply, by continuing to

to libel others through their choice of party name, will be categor-
1zed as members of the Anarchist Party.

The ELECTED PARLIAMENT LEADER will be known as either the Prime Minis-
ter or the Toaiseach (pronounced tee-SHOCK). The USA Parliament
election may also be known as the "USA Parliament Coalition Elec-
tion", the "3rd Presidential Preferential Ballot and USA Parliament
Election”, the "Election of Taoiseach”, or some other similar name,
or combinations of names.

MEMBERS OF STATE PARLIAMENTS (MSPs) will be categorized under the
party/category for whom they chose as their 21 preference, unless
the MSP specifies to be recategorized. Ballots cast by MSPs will
not be confidential and will be public domain.
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DUTIES OF THE SEC” shall include oversee e communication
link between MPs, to create and maintain communication links between
MPs, MSPs, treasurer and supreme court judges, as well as PM and

other elected and appointed staff, and to also improve communication
among all the wvoters. The secretary shall approve the verification
methods that are used for internal and external parliamentary voting,
to call for new elections when ties occur, and to oversee convening
and recessing of each parliament assembly. Newly elected secretaries
must sign an ocath of loyalty to approved rules, the 1/100ths voting
ratio, preference voting and recognition of the powers of the judicial
branch.

HOW THE VOTE-COUNT WORKS; Majority Preference Voting (MPV) for the PM
and other single-winner elections. Everyone's vote goes initially to
their 1st choice. If no candidate has a majority, then the candidate
with fewest votes 1s eliminated, and each of his ballots goes to its
next choice. This process of elimination & re-distribution contin-
ues until 1 randidate has a majority of the ballots.

THE SAINTE-LAGUE seat allocation for the USA Parliament. 1. Divide
the election’'s total number of votes by 100 (number of seats). This
is the lst gquota. 2. Divide this quota into each candidate's votes,
and round off to the nearest whole number. That's that candidate's
seat allocation. 3. If, due to rounding, this awards a number of
seats different from the desired number of 100 seats, then adjust the
quota slightly up or down, till, when paragraph 2. is carried out, it
will award exactly 100 seats.

-

-*end*-
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FEDERAL FLEC TION COMMISSION

INGTON, DC, 20483

October 8, 1996

Alfred Chnstopher Lane, [

Green Party Orgamzing Committee (GPOC)
PO Box 128684

San Diego, CA 92112

RE: MUR 4454
Dear Mr. |Lane

T'he Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that the Green
Party Organizing Commttee (GPOC) ("Commttee™) and vou, as treasurer, may have violated
the Federal Flection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™). A copy of the complaint
1s enclosed We have numbered this matter MUR 4454 Please refer to this number in all
future correspondence

The complaint was not sent to vou earlier due to adminmistrative oversight. Under the
Act. vou have the opportunity to demonstrate 1n wnting that no action should be taken against
the Commntiee and vou, as treasurer, in this matter  Please submit any factual or legal
matenals which vou believe are relevant to the Commussion’s analysis of this matter  Where
appropnate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be
addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter 1f no response 1s received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based
on the available information

This matter will remain confidential 1n accordance with 2 US C. § 437g(aX4XB) and
§ 437gta¥ 12K A) unless vou notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public If vou intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commussion by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authonzing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission

Celebeating the Commussion’s 20th Anniversan

YESTERDAY. TODAY AND TOMORROW
EINCATE 1O KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED
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Green Party Orgamzing Committee (GPOC)
Page 2

If vou have any questions, please contact Alva - Smuath at (202 219-3400  For your

information, we have enclosed a brnief descniption of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints

¥/ /.‘

~Colleen T \Lahmdgr. Attormey
Central F'nforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2 Procedures

=

3 Designation of Counsel Statement

v
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FEDERAL ELEC TION COMMISSION

VAN

October 8, 1996

Bruce Hinkforth, Treasurer
Green Party USA

PO Box 100

Blodgett Hills, NY 13738

RE: MUR 4454
Dear Mr Hinkforth

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Green
Party USA ("Committee™) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”) A copy of the complaint 1s enclosed We have
numbered this matter MUR 4454 Please refer to this number 1n all future correspondence

I'he complaint was not sent to vou earlier due to administrative oversight. Under the
Act, vou have the opportunity to demonstrate in wnting that no action should be taken against
the Commuttee and you, as treasurer, in this matter Please submit any factual or legal
matenals which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter Where
appropnate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be
addressed 1o the General Counsel's Office. must be submitted within 15 davs of receipt of this
letter  If no response 1s received within 15 dayvs, the Commission may take further action based
on the available information

This matter will remain confidential 1n accordance with 2 U S C § 437g(aX4XB) and
§ 437gtan 12X A) unless vou notify the Commission in wniting that vou wish the matter to be
made pubhc. If vou intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel. and authonzing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission

brating *he { T s 2k A

YESTIRDAY TODAY AND TOMORROW
HCATED TO) KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED
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Green Party USA
Payge 2

If you have any questions, please contact Alva b= Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a bnief description of the Commisaion’s procedures for handling
complaints

Sngeereiy

- _1"-\
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Colleen T Sealander. Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

~

“Enclosures

1 Complaint

~ .2 Procedures

3 Designation of Counsel Statement
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October 7, 1996
Ms Alva E Smuth
Federal Election Commussion
Washington, DC 20463
Re MUR 4454
Dear Ms Smuth

I am representing Ralph Nader with respect to the above-numbered matter
Enclosed 1s a Statement of Designation of Counsel signed by Mr Nader

Sincerely
.-ﬂ - . ‘ﬁ 77 —

Dawid Halpérm

cc Ralph Nader
Enclosure
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NAME OF COUNSEL:_*D AVID HALPERW

FIRM:_ _
ADDRESS: 2027] MASSACHWAE TTS AVE. MW

_WASHINVTIA), DC 20036

TELEPHONE:(L02) 328 -2232
FAX:(202) 265 -538Y

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel and is
authorized to receive any notifications and other communications from the
Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.

\
- el 710
> 16 "l-)’i/a AN

Date bignature

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: HOME(__ )

BUSINESS( R207
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DAVID HALPERIN ;
Attorney At Law Oer 13 12wl ‘s
2027 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036 €2
(202) 328-2232 / (202) 265-5384 (fax) - e =

October 15, 1996
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commussion e
999 E Street NW -
Washington, DC 20463

Re MUR 4454
Dear Office of the General Counsel

| represent Ralph Nader in the above-numbered matter Attached 1s a letter
providing Mr Nader’s response to the Complaint filed therein. accompanied by a
notanzed affirmation from Mr Nader regarding the letter

It 1s my understanding, based on the applicable regulations, 11 CF R §§111 20,
111 21, that, if the Commussion takes no action on the Complaint, then neither the
Complaint nor Mr Nader's response may lawfully be released to any person outside of the
Commission without Mr Nader's consent It is also my understanding that the
complainant will not have access to Mr Nader's response, either before or after the
Commussion’s decision  If vou believe that this understanding 1s incorrect, I request that
vou notifv me promptly and at least ten days prior to any dissemination outside of the
Commussion of the Complaint or Mr Nader s response

Thank vou in advance for vour consideration of Mr Nader's response

Sincerely.

]
"~

)

A "=
/

David Halperin
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DAVID HALPERIN
Attorney At Law
2027 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20036
(202) 328-2232 / (202) 265-5384 (fax)

October 15, 1996
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Elecuon Commussion
999 E Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

Re MUR 4454
Dear Office of the General Counse!

Thus letter 15 in response to a complaint filed on September 9, 1996, with the
Commussion against my client, Ralph Nader ' The Complaint alleges that Mr Nader has
failed “to register with the FEC as a candidate and provide disclosure of his campaign and
personal finances as required by law © The Complaint charges that Mr Nader has spent
more than $5000 on his 1996 presidential campaign and therefore is a “candidate”™ for
purposes of federal election law

Mr Nader will appear on the ballot in November as the presidential nominee of
Green Party organizations in 21 states and the Distrnict of Columbia He 1s waging an
unusual campaign for the presidency It is aimed at promoting greater debate among
citizens about issues which he believes the major parties have neglected. such as the
influence of corporations over government and politics He has acknowledged that he has
no chance of winning, and indeed his name will appear on too few state ballots to provide
even a mathematical possibility of being elected He has chosen to spend less than $5000
on his campaign -- and accept no contributions -- pnmarnly to focus attention on the role
of money in Amenican politics, he wants to demonstrate that it is possible to prompt
debate and obtain support without spending large sums

For more than thirty vears Mr Nader has earned his living and supported various
non-profit orgamzations by writing and speaking about public policy and politics, and he
has continued to pursue such activities in 1996 separate from his presidential campaign
The Complaint suggests that Mr Nader's traditional speaking activities are converted into

Commuission staff mailed notification of the Complaint, dated September 16. 1o the former
address of the organization Pubhic Citizen  The Postal Senvice eventually forwarded 1t to Public
Citizen. which forwarded 1t to Mr Nader. who received 1t on September 27. as Mr Nader noted in
a September 30 letter to the Commussion  The 15-dav deadline for a response 1s today See 11
CFR 111 2(a)and 111 6(a) Mr Nader submitted a Statement of Designation of Counsel on
October 7
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campaign events, and spending for such activities is converted into campaign spending,
whenever he responds to an audience question about his campaign or whenever he
comments generally on politicians or the [United States political system However, the
statutes and regulations goverming federal elections do not support this interpretation, and
nor would the Constitution permit such an interpretation Therefore, Mr Nader has spent
and will spend less than $5000 on his presidential campaign. and he is thus not a
“candidate” for purposes of federal election law

Accordinglv, there 1s no reason to believe that Mr Nader has committed or is
about to commut a violation of the statutes or regulations over which the Commission has
jurisdiction. and the Commission should take no action with respect to the Complaint

1. Acting on the Complaint Will Further No Interest Underlying FECA

It 1s doubtful that the instant Complaint 1s an appropriate matter for the
Commussion’s consideration The main governmental interest served by the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 (“FECA") is the prevention of corruption and the
appearance thereof created bv the influence of large financizl contributions on the
positions taken by candidates and elected officials Buckley v Taleo. 424 U S 1, 25
(1976) The Act also established, and charged this Commussion with regulating, a system
providing eligible presidential candidates with federal matching funds to encourage overall
expenditure limits  Mr Nader is receiving neither contributions nor federal funds but
rather 1s spending his own money The amount he is spending. under even the broadest
conceivable interpretation of this Commission’s regulations, is minuscule compared to the
major candidates. so there 1s no issue here of an individual bringing substantial personal
wealth to bear on an election Mr Nader has purchased no time or space for
advertisements of any kind He has no chance of being elected As such, and because, as
is discussed in Part 4. mfra. Mr Nader’s First Amendment rights would be burdened were
he to be subjected to the disclosure provisions of the Act, constitutional considerations
counsel against any action by the Commussion on the Complaint

Whether or not the Commussion has an approprnate basis to act on a claim that Mr
Nader must disclose his campaign finances, 1t 1s plain that the Commussion lacks
junsdiction over any contention that Mr Nader should be required to disclose his personal
finances As the Complaint acknowledges, disclosure by FECA “candidates” of personal
finances is required not by FEC A but by the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, as
codified at 3 U S C App 4 § 101(¢c) Although presidential “candidates™ must file
financial disclosure torms with the Commussion (for subsequent transmittal to the Office of
Government Ethics), see SUSC App 43 103 (¢c) & (e). SCFR § 2634 602(d). by
statute this Commission may review allegations. obtain a concihation agreement. or pursue
a civil action only as to “a violation of [FECA] or of chapter 95 or chapter 96 of the
Internal Revenue Code "2 U S C § 437d(ano) (an8). 2U SC §437g(a)
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2. Mr. Nader’s Campaign Spending Is Below the $5000 Candidate Threshold

As originally enacted. FECA contained no spending or contribution threshold for
determining whether an individual was a “candidate” subject to the disclosure provisions
of the Act Instead. an individual was considered a candidate once he or she either (1)
took action necessary to qualify for nomination or election to federal office, or (2)
received contnbutions or made expenditures Act of Feb 7, 1972, P L 92-225 § 301
However, in 1979 Congress amended this provision to redefine “candidate” to mean an
individual who 1s seeking federal office and who has (1) “received contributions
aggregating in excess of $5.000 or has made expenditures aggregating in excess of
$5.0007, or (2) given consent to another person to recerve contributions or make
expenditures and such expenditures or contributions exceed $3000 2U S C § 431(2)

In amending FECA. Congress recognized that the Act's requirement that
candidates report expenditures and contributions was 1ll-suited to individuals who wished
to run for office on 2 modest budget (S3000 in 1979 dollars 1s equivalent to
approximately $10.6350 in 1996 dollars * ) The House Report accompanying the bill
stated. "It is the clear intent of the Commuttee to relieve individuals who do not meet the
definition of candidate of any registration and reporting reguirements under the Act even if
such individuals appear on the baliot " H R Rep No 96-422 96th Cong . 1st Sess §
(1979) In debate on the bill, Senator Bumpers stated that establishment of the $5,000
threshold did not significantly compromise the Act's financial disclosure rules 125 Cong
Rec 23 874 (1979) Nor was 1t apparent that Congress intended the amendment to apply
only to those on the far fringes of politics. indeed, on the House floor. Representative
Vanik noted that for the past few elections he had stopped accepting contributions or
making expenditures and expressed relief that he would no longer have to hire a treasurer
when “I had no funds for him to account for * 125 Cong Rec 23 814 (1979)

From the outset of his 1996 presidenuial campaign, Mr Nader has made clear that
he intends to stav below the $3000 “candidate” threshold He has repeatedly stated in
public that he will accept no campaign contributions, and he has returned any and all
contributions nevertheless sent  He has repeatedly stated that he does not authonze the
various state Green Party orgamizations or anvone else to accept contributions or make
expenditures in connection with his campaign. and where he has been formally contacted
by state Green Party officials with respect to his campaign. he has requested a written
agreement to that effect (See. ¢ 2. Letters from officials of the Green Panty of Califormia,
Green Party of New Mexico. and Maine Green Party to attorney Robert Fellmeth
attached | He has repeatedlv stated that he will finance his presidential campaign from his
personal funds and that he will spend less than S3001

- Based on the Department of Labor s Consumer Price Index. avaiiable on the Internet at

http //stats bls gov 8
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Mr Nader has indeed refused and intends to continue to refuse campaign
contributions  Mr Nader has remained and intends to continue to rematn under the $5000
spending limt in this election cvele See |1 CFR § 100 3 (b) Mr Nader has purchased
no television or radio ime or print advertising space  His campaign has no employees

In the penod covered by the Complaint, Mr Nader made two trips to California
that included campaign-related stops and a third trip to Chicago that, for purposes of this

response. we treat as campaign related

All three tnps included non-campaign activities The Commussion’s regulations, at
11 CFR § 106 3(b), provide the Commussion’s rules for allocating travel expenses in
such circumstances, and subsequent advisorv opimons have explained these provisions
See. e g FEC Advisory Opinion No 1992-34  These rules. as applied to Mr Nader,
substantially overstate the resources actuallv applied to his campaign We do not concede
that § 106 3(b) 1s an appropnate standard. consistent with the purposes and provisions of
FECA. for evaluating Mr Nader s expenses

When Mr Nader agrees to 2 public appearance for which he will receive travel
expenses. he generailv requests that the sponsor provide the least expensive ticket
available -- just as he has consistently sought the least expensive fare basis for campaign

T'he Comnmussion’s allocation formula. at § 106 3(by 3). forces Mr Nader's presidential
campaign to bear the burden of these higher fares -- fares that result from Mr Nader
carrving on activities that represent both the long-standing source of his livelihood and
speech activities protected bv the First Amendment

For exampie. on Mr Nader’s first Cahfornia trip. he traveled on a relatively
inexpensive ticket -- Washington. D € 10 Los Angeles to Boston for $446 30 His Los
Angeles stop involved both campaign and non-campaign events He stopped in Boston
for non-campaign activities onlv. and his Boston sponsor sent him back to Washington on
a one-wav ticket that. while less expensive than the Los Angeles ticket. cost substantially
more per mile Under § 106 3(b). as we understand the Commussion's interpretation of it,
the price of the Boston-to-Washington ticket. as well as the Boston-to-Washington miles,
must be factored in to determine the cost per mule. which in turn 1s multiplied by the
mileage from Washington to Los Angeles and back  The only way for Mr Nader to have
avoided this penaltv would have been to actuallv return from Los Angeles to Washington
and then board another fhight for Boston  This would have wasted Mr Nader's time and
accomphished nothing in terms of the purposes of FECA

Mr Nader s second trip again illustrates how the Commussion s formula overstates
Mr Nader s campaign expenses  His first stop. again in Los Angeles. inciuded both
campaign and non-campaign activities [ he subsequent stops -- in San Francisco and
Minnesota -- were for non-campaign activities  The air ticket reflected the requirements

of Mr Nader s sponsors on these non-campaign stops. rather than the needs of his
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presidential campaign activities in Los Angeles The overall price-per-mile is far more
than Mr Nader would ever have spent or needed to spend on a simple round-trip ticket to
[Los Angeles

If Mr Nader’s travel expenses were apportioned in a manner that reflected the
actual reasonable costs of traveling to campaign events, total expenditures would be far

less than under the Comnussion’s interpretation of the § 106 3(b) formula
Following are details regarding Mr Nader’s expenditures

T'he first tnp, beginning on July 26 1996 in Washington, D C | included a stop
in Los Angeles 1or both campaign and non-campaign activities, a campaign stop in
Sacramento, a2 campaign stop in Berkelev, a non-campaign stop in Los Angeles, and a
non-campaign stop in Boston before a return to Washington  As noted, the Washington
to Los Angeles to Boston ticket cost $446 30 The flight from Los Angeles to
Sacramento cost $79 00 and a flight from Oakland back to Los Angeles cost $82 00
Campaign-related travel 10 and from airports, around cities. and from Sacramento to
Berkelev was provided by friends or volunteers and thus includes no expenditures or
contributions See 11 CFR § 100 8(bi9)

Mr Nader's first activity in Los Angeles upon his armival was 10 tape two episodes
't the television talk program “Politically Incorrect © (His appearance did not address his
campaign except for a bnef answer to a question. which we consider an “incidental
comact  See Part 3 imfra Mr Nader had appeared on previous episodes of the program
prior to launching his presidential campaign ) Mr Nader spent his first night in Los
Angeles at 2 hotel  Since this single night accommodation occurred before any campaign
activity. and did not constitute “travel.” it 1s not a campaign expenditure  All other
accommodations on the trip through the Boston stop were at the homes of personal
friends of Mr Nader and thus are not campaign expenditures See 100 8 CFR § (b)(5)

-- The second Califorma tnip began in Washington on August 18 In Los Angeles,
Mr Nader attended the Green Party convention and also conducted non-campaign-related
activities He staved with fnends. and ground transportation was provided by frnends and
volunteers He then traveled to San Francisco for non-campaign-related activities with a
tew ncidental contacts -- answers o questions by reporters -- concerning the campaign
He then tlew 10 Minnesota for non-campaign-related activities and then returned to

Washington The 1otal cost of the ticket -- most of which, acain, can be attnbuted to the
requirements of non-campaign actvities -- was S16355
I'ne third tnp was a single dav visit 1o Chicago on August 28, 1996, dunng the

Demaocrauc Pary s national convennion  Mr Nader commented on the convention as well

as his candidacy in media interviews The price of the airtare was $224  Ground
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Mr Nader has also rented a small office in Washington. D C for purposes of his
giving interviews, making phone calls, and doing other work with respect to the campaign
To date. total rent commitment has been $525 Telephone expenses have totaled
approximately $300 Mr Nader has also spent approximately $100 on office supples and
postage

3. Other Activities Cited in the Complaint Included Only Incidental Contacts
with Campaign Matters

Section 106 3(b)3)of 11 CF R prowvides that “[c]ampaign-related activity shall
not include any incidental contacts © Other than the tnps discussed in Part 2, supra, the
trips cited in the Complaint included no campaign expenditures, because any discussions
of the presidential campaign on those trips were clearly “incidental contacts™ within the
meaning of 11 CFR 106 3(b)3)

The Commussion expands on the distinction between reportable “campaign
activity” and “incidental contacts” at 11 CF R § 9004 7(bX2)

If any campaign activity. other than incidental contacts, 1s conducted at a stop,
that stop shall be considered campaign-related Campaign activity includes
sohciting. making. or accepting contributions, and expressly advocating the
election or defeat of the candidate Other factors. including the setting. timing
and statements or expressions of the purpose of an event, and the substance of
the remarks or speech made, will also be considered in determining whether a
stop 18 campaign-related

The Commussion has elsewhere at least twice addressed the meaning of the
“incidental contacts” provision of 11 CF R § 106 3(bK3) A 1977 Memorandum to
Congress accompanying the Commission’s proposed regulations states

Incidental contacts on an otherwise non-campaign stop do not make the stop
campaign-related For example, if 2 candidate makes a non-political speech to a
civic association luncheon, and on the wayv out chats with a few attendees about
his upcoming campaign, that conversation would not convert the appearance into
a campaign-related event However. if duning the course of the speech the
candidate asks for support. that would convert an otherwise non-campaign event
into one which is campaign-related, and would require that travel costs be
allocated. and reported as expenditures

Commumnication from the Chairman, FEC. Transmitting the Commussion’s Proposed
Regulations Governing Federal Elections. H R Doc No 95-44 95th Cong , Ist Sess 50
{1977y See also FEC Advisory Opimon No  1992-33 (Citing the proposition that

[1)ncidental contacts on an otherwise non-campaign stop do not make the stop campaign-
relatea



s

e ®s

In 1992, the Commussion 1ssued an advisory opinion with respect to a proposed
speaking engagement by independent presidential candidate David Duke, a one-time
official of the Ku Klux Klan FEC Adwvisory Opinion No 1992-6  The 1ssue was whether
an honorarium and travel expenses to be paid by the sponsor. Vanderbilt University,
would be considered a contnbution to the Duke campaign In that opinion, the
Commussion put forth an interpretation that goes much further in constraining speech than
the other interpretations cited above  The Commussion concluded that “any reference by
Mr Duke to his campaign or quahficatnons of another presidential candidate, either during
the speech or dunng anyv question and answer period (held just before or after the speech)
will change the character of the appearance to one that 1s for the purpose of influencing a
federal election

There are clear differences between this matter and the matter addressed in the
Duke advisory opinion  Mr Duke’s visit to Vanderbilt. the Commission noted, was
scheduled for a date “just prior to the Tennessee presidential pnmary.” and was thus
tightly coupled with. and perhaps momnvated by, a balloting event  And whereas Mr Duke
achieved his notoriety pnmarily because of his status as a political candidate, Mr Nader
has been a popular speaker. particularly on campuses. for decades His presidential bid
has had no measurable impact on his speaking invitations or his acceptance of such
mvitations In addition. the formal inquiry in the Duke matter -- whether an honorarium
for a speech constituted a “contribution -- 1s distinct from the issue here -- whether a
nominee s comments turned a tnp into a campaign-related stop for purposes of calculating
expenditures

Nevertheless. there are similanities between the situation addressed in the 1992
advisory opinion and the instant matter We submit, however, that this advisory opinion
went further to constrain speech than is warranted under FEC A or the regulations --
particularly in hight of constitutional concerns The standards cited above n 11 CFR §
9004 7(bM2). focusing on. although not hmited to. whether. at a given stop, there
occurred “soliciting. making. or accepting contnbutions, and expressly advocating the
election or defeat of the candidate” are a far more appropnate measure of whether a stop
1S @ campaign stop

Under the appropnate standard. brief comments by Mr Nader that are cited in the

Complaint -- at Bedrord, New Hampshire. February 12, 1996 Svracuse, New York,

March 27. 1996 Ithaca. New York. Apnl 12 1996 Haverford. Pennsvivania, Apnl 28,
1996, Providence. Rhode Island. Apnl 29 1996 Seattle. Washington. May 1, 1996, and
Cleveland, Ohio, June 7. 1996 -- are plainlv incidental contacts and should not convert the

cost of these trips into campaign expenditures for purposes of FECA's provision defining
a “candidate = On none of these tnps did Mr Nader seek or accept campaign
contnbutions  Critiques of the mncumbent Administration and the Congress have long been
staples of Mr Nader s speeches. burt as the documentation provided with the Complaint
indicates. on none of these tnips did Mr Nader expressly advocate the election or defeat of
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any candidate Nor did the setting. timing or statements or expressions of the purpose of
an event relate to the presidential election, other than the fact thart they occurred in an
election year -- and Mr Nader participates in similar events all vear round, every year
None of Mr Nader's speeches mentioned Mr Nader's presidential campaign Instead
they concerned topics such as corporate power and access to the justice system

In Cleveland, Mr Nader attended a convention of the Labor Party  As to the
Internet message cited in the Complaint regarding alleged statements made by Mr Nader
in Cleveland, Mr Nader acknowledges responding to a few isolated queries from
individuals about his campaign outside the meeting hall -- discussions that squarely fall
into the “incidental contacts™ category -- but he denies that he approved any campaign
activities on his behalf

Mr Nader's appearance on the “Donahue™ program was also not unusual or
prompted by his campaign effort  He has appeared on that program at least once per vear
for about 25 vears, and the timing of those appearances is largely determined by the
program When the “Donahue™ producers asked Mr Nader to provide an address to
display for viewers who wanted more information, he gave the address of the
Mulunational Momitor, a publication. dealing with corporate activities. that 1s produced by
an orgamzation he helped start in the eariv 1980°s rather than the address of the Green
Party or any other campaign-related enuty

Except for a handful of answers to audience or media questions -- incidental
contacts in this context -- the substance of Mr Nader's remarks during these seven visits
did not concern the campaign

Out of an abundance of caution. Mr Nader and some sponsoring institutions have
sought to limt such incidental contacts at vanous events Mr Nader has on some
occasions specifically requested in advance that interviewers not ask him about the
presidential campaign On other occasions. the sponsonng institution. concerned about its
own possible obhgations under FEC A has asked Mr Nader not to respond to questions
on the campaign. and Mr Nader has accepted such restnictions

But where such questions have been asked. Mr Nader has sometimes not refused
to answer Instead. Mr Nader has explained basic facts about his campaign, for example.
Fis status as the nominee of Green Party groups. the state ballots for which he has
quaitied. and his refusal 10 accept anv campaign contnbutions  When asked why he was
runming, Mr Nader has sometimes given a very brnief criique of the two major parues
But on these non-campaign related stops he has not expressly advocated that listeners vote
for lim or vote against anvone else in the election. nor has he solicited contributions, nor
has he participated in anv orgamzed event the purpose of which was to influence the
election
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Professional politicians, in the course of ther travels and activities as public
officials. face media questions about their upcoming races for office and their electoral
opponents It 1s most doubtful that all federal elected officials, simply because they have
answered any such question, report the cost of all such activities as campaign expenses
Mr Nader. like those politicians, should be permutted to do his work -- 1n his case, as a
commentator -- without running the nisk that anv incidenal discussion of the election will
turn a tnp into a reportable campaign stop and turn any honorana or travel reimbursement
Into a campaign contribution

4. Constitutional Considerations Support the View That the Actions At Issue
Should Be Deemed Incidental Contacts

Constutional principles should inform the Commussion’s interpretation of the
‘incidental contacts” provision and FECA generaliv as applied to Mr Nader's presidential
campaign In Buckley v. Valeo. the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of
FECA’s requirement that candidates report campaign finances The Court squarely
recognized that the requirement burdened First Amendment rights. but 1t found that the
proffered government interests were sufficient to jusufy such burden What 1s important
here is that the interests cited in Auckley have virtuaily no relevance to a campaign, like
Mr Nader s that accepts no contrnibutions and no federal funds

As the Court in Buckley noted. “compelled disclosure. in 1tself. can seriously
infringe on privacy of association and belief guaranteed by the First Amendment ” /d., at
64, see also NAACFP v Alabama. 337 U S 449 (1938) (bson v. Florida Legislative
Communtee. 372U S 539 (1963) A narrow interpretation of the term “incidental
contacts” would impose a particularly acute burden on an individual like Mr Nader. who
has for decades made his hiving speaking out on public 1ssues He would be forced to
choose between erther (1) giving up his First Amendment speech nghts by accepting a
virtual gag order with respect to all public contacts. or (2) accepting an infringement on
his First Amendment privacy of association and belief rights by filing campaign and
personal disclosure forms revealing not only campaign expenditures but also personal
assets, income. and orgamzauonal affihations

Forcing such a choice between constitutional nghts is pariicularly inappropnate
here. where the government interests cited in Bucklev for disclosure of campaign finance
information are almost entirely irrelevant  The Court's opimion in Buckley states that the
governmental interests

* Such a choice would pose more than hvpothetical hardships for Mr Nader  The Court in
Huckley left open the possibility that a particular candidate or party mught be able to demonstrate
an actual record of harassment that would render appication of FECA s disclosure requirements
unconstitutional 424 U S at 649-T1 74 Since the early vears of his efforts as a consumer
advocate -- when General Motors hired private detectives to tn to discredit lum - Mr. Nader has

raced a number ot incidents ot harassment by corporations opposed to his activities
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tall into three categones First, disclosure provides the electorate with
information “as to where political campaign money comes from and how it is
spent by the candidate” in order to aid the voters in evaluating those who seek
federal office It allows voters to place each candidate in the political spectrum
more preciselv than 1s often possible solelv on the basis of party labels and
campaign speeches  The sources of a candidate’s financial support also alert the
voter to the interests to which a candidate i1s most likely to be responsive and
thus facilitate predictions of future performance in office

Second. disclosure requirements deter actual corruption and avoid the
appearance of corruption by exposing large contributions and expenditures to the
hght of publicity This exposure mav discourage those who would use money for
improper purposes either before or after the election A public armed with
information about a candidate’s most generous supporters is better able to detect
any post-eiection special favors that mav be given in return ~ Congress could
reasonably conclude that full disclosure during an election campaign tends “to
prevent the corrupt use of money to affect elections

Third, and not least significant. recordkeeping. reporting. and disclosure
requirements are an essential means of gathening the data necessarv to detect
violations of [FECA’s] contribution hmitanons

424 U S at 66-68 (footnotes omitted )

These interests are almost entirelv concerned with the public’s right to know who
18 funding whom In the case of Mr Nader's campaign. he 1s alreadv answered that
question He 1s runding imself The Complaint does not allege otherwise Mr Nader has
stressed that he will accept no campaign contributions. so there 1s no threat of the
corrupting influence of contnbutors

The Buckiey opimon's reference to the public interest in learning “how [campaign
money | 1s spent by the candidate  1s applicable here. but 1t 1s not explicated. nor 1s its
importance. at least in this context. apparent  ~[Shgnificant encroachments on First
Amendment rights of the sort that compelled disclosure imposes cannot be justified by a
mere showing of some legitimate governmental interest /i 424 U S at 64 Instead. the
state interests must survive “exactng scrutinv - /o Here where Mr Nader has already
stated publiclv how he will spend the tew thousand dollars he has personally committed to
the campaign. see Complamt at 1-2. n 3. the government interest cannot survive such

ity
MU ULy
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It 1s worth noting. as an additional factor, that the Court in Buckley found that the
rovernmental interest in disclosure, even as to contributions, “is diminished™ with respect
to “a minor party with little chance of winning an election " 424 U S at 70 *

There 1s thus no strong government interest to justifv the infringement on Mr
Nader's First Amendment nghts that would be posed by the disclosure requirements
Prowvisions of law should be construed. where consistent with their purpose. to avoid
unconstitutional interpretations See ¢ ¢« 424 U S at 77-78  Particularly in light of
this constitutional consideration. this Commussion should conclude that bnef, largely
explanatory comments by Mr Nader regarding his candidacy in response to a few stray
questions are “incidental contacts” that are insufficient to create “campaign stops” out of
events undertaken in the regular course of Mr Nader's long-standing work

5. There Are No Green Party Expenditures Relevant to Mr. Nader’s Status
With Respect to FECA's S5000 “Candidate” Threshold
The Complaint also contends that “[tlhe Green Partv™ has made expenditures that
should be included toward the $3000 “candidate™ threshold

Mr Nader. as noted. has repeatedly stated that he does not authonze the vanous
state Green Party orgamzations or anvone else 1o accept contnibutions or make
expenditures in connection with his campaign. and where he has been formally contacted
by state Green Party officials with respect 10 his campaign, he has requested a written
agreement to that effect Secnion 100 3(aN3)of 11 C F R provides that expenditures and
contributions count toward the “candidate” threshold if “[a]fter wnitten notification by the
Commussion that any other person has recerved contributions aggregating in excess of
$5.000 or made expenditures aggregaung in excess of $5 000 on the individual’s behalf.
the individual fails to disavow such activity by letter to the Commission within 30 days of
receipt of the noufication ~ NMr Nader has received no such noufication. nor 1s he
otherwise aware of anv such activiny

Mr Nader did appear at the Green Party Convenuion. and one purpose of the
convention was to allow Mr Nader to accept the nominanon of vanious state Green Party
groups But as the Complaint acknowledges CFR 3110 7(ap6) provides that

* The government interest in requiring a non-incumbent to disclose personal finances. as required
under the Ethics in Government Act. has not. to our knowledge. been substannally tested The
legislative hustory contains the following ratonale

Public financial disclosure will deter some persons who should not be entenng public

senvice from downg so Individuals whose personal finances would not bear up to public

scrutiny . whether due o questionable sources ot income or a lack of morality in bustness

practices. will ven

In agvance that ther

TEVICW

S Rep No 93-170. 95th Cong . Ist Sess 22 (1977
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expenditures made by a political party on behalf of that party’s presidential candidate shall
not count against the expenditure limits imposed on candidates who accept federal
funding This construction of the concept of campaign “expenditures” should be similarly
applied to evaluations as to whether a campaign has reached the $5000 “candidate”
threshold ('f Sullivan v. Stroop, 496 U S 478, 484 (1990) (identical words in different
parts of the same act are intended to have the same meaning) If the major parties can use
this provision to go bevond mandated spending limts, principles of fairness and fair notice,
as well as statutory construction. must permit independent and small party candidates to
invoke 1t for purposes of the “candidate™ threshold

6. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should take no action on the
Complaint

Sincerely

LY S—

David Halperin
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I affirm that the statements conceming my activities, as provided in the attached letter
prepared by my counsel, are, 1o the best of my knowledge and memory. correct.

Xelph [/ (/14 /56

_— SN S

Rulr;l"l. Nader Date

i r - N, -

T
Notary Public
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Green Party of California
State Coordinating Committoe
¢/oP. 0. Box 3727

Ozkland, CA 94609
November 21, 1995

Robest Fellmewh
548 Adclla Lanc
Coronado, CA 92118

Dear Mr Fellmeth

In response 1o your lenter consenting 1o allow the Green Party of California o place Ralph Nader's
name on its presidential primary ballot upon certain conditions, the membcers of 1ts governiog body assure
you'

1) The Green Party of California will not accept campaign coatributions or make campaign
cxpenditurcs, as defined m FEC regulations, in connection with 2 campaign 10 nominate or elect Ralph
Nader president.

2) No member of the State Coordinating Commitiee, or other siate officis] of the Green Party of
California will pariicipate in a political commitiee in connection with a campaign 16 nominate or slect Ralph
Nader president without your prior approval

3) No member of the State Coordinating Committee, or other official of the Green Party of
California will associate with any political committee that accepts campaign contributions or makes
campaign expenditures, 32 defined in FEC regulations, in connection with a campeign 10 nominate or elect
Ralph Nader president ualess you flrst provide the Green Party with an Opinion Letier that such activities
will oot cause the FEC to find that the commitice is associated with the Green Party of California, or with
Raiph Nader, in such a way as to cause the FEC 1o attribute such campaign activity to Ralph Nader on
account of this candidacy 1n the Green Party primary, or any other activity m the State of California.

4) The Green Party of California undersiands that Ralph Nader has not agreed to continue as a
candidate beyond the primary or as a candidate in other staes

5) The Green Party of California, the members of ity State Coordinating Comminee, and its other
state offictals, will not use the name of Ralph Nader for any fundraising activities without your approval, and
an Opinion Letter from you stating that such activities will not cause the FEC 1o attnbute those activities to

Ralph Nader on account of hic candidacy ia the Green Party primary, or any other of his actrvities in the
State of California.

Sincerely,

S, 2

Greg Jan,

on behalf of the

State Coordinating Comyuittee of the
Green Party of California
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Greea Party of New Mexico
G733 San Lais Obispo Avenoe NE
ATouquerque, New Mexico $7109
505 822-8067

Februmry 9, 1996

Roben Fellmeth

S48 Adella Lanc

Coronado, CA 92118

Desr Mr. Fellmeth,

We are happy o comply with your request for writien conditions onder which Ralph Nader agrees to
placement on the New Mexico Presidential Primary ballot in 1996. The following terms sre similer (0 (he
teros agreed upoa for the Califormia Presidential Primary  The Elections Commitiee of the Green Party
of New MEXICo assures you.

1) The Green Party of New Moo wall nol acoept campaign contributions or make campsign
expenditures, a5 defined in FEC regulations, in connection with a campaign o nosvingie or elect Ralph
Nader presideat.

2) No member of the State Flections Committee, or other state party entity or official of the Green Party
of New Mexico will participste in a political commitier in connpection with a campaign to nominate o7
elect Ralpb Nader president withou! your pnor spproval

3) No member of the State Flectiony Comemitiee, or other state party entity or official of the Green Party
of New Mexico will associnte with agy political conmmities that acospts campaign contributions or makes
campaiga expeaditures, 8¢ defined in FEC reguiations in coanection with 8 campaign %0 sominste or
tiect Ralph Nader presidens unless you first pyovide the Goeen Party with aa Opinion Letter that ssch
activitica will not csase the FEC o find that the commitiee, entity, or official, aseocisted with the Groom
Party of New Mexico, or with Ralph Nader, in sach 2 way as to cause the FEC to sttribuse such campaign
activity 10 Ralph Nader on scooumt of this candidacy in the Green Pasty primary, or amy other activity in
the State of New Mexico.

4) The Groen Pasty of New Moxiop msdorstaads (el Rulph Nexke: Les not agreed 10 continne as a
candidate beyond the primary or as a candidiate in other states.

5) The Grocm Party of New Mexico, the members of its Elections Commities, or other emtity or officials,
will Dot use the name of Ralph Nador for sny fmadrmsing activitics withogt your approval, and as Opinion
Leter from you stating thel such activities will sot conae the FEC (o attribote thoss activities (o Ralph
Nader on acocant of his candidacy im the Green Party primary, or any other of his activities in the State of
Nﬂchncu/‘

Mike Castro,
Green Party of New Mexico

Stcve Cabiedes, Vice-Chadr fior Elections
Green Party of New Mexico

FEB-@9-199% 20:2% 1 58S 522 8967 =



Maine G'i‘een Parl?

283 Water St. Suite 16, PO Drawer K. Auguste Maine 04332 ph. 623-1919

Torm Fusco, co-thar

Judith Fewies, co-chair

Jenathan Cg“::r, state coordinstor

ary 12 GOE, n. media coordinat.or

Felbvuary 12. 195 Greg Gerritt, c!fice ccordinator
Raobert Fellmerh
3998 Alcela Park

San Diego CA 92110
Dear Mro Fellme:ih,

Think you tor your leiler of February 6 consenuing, upon certan
conditions to allow the Maine (reen Pany to nominate Ralph Nader as

their

-andidate for president of the [ mied States at their State Convention on Muay

17-19, 1996, and thus place him cn tae ballot

By this letter we unde-take 1o assure you that these conditions, hercioafter

stated. are acceplable to the Maine Green Party

The Maine Green Party will not ascept campaign contnbutions or make
- campaign expenditures, as defin:d n FEC regulations, in connection wilh a

campaign (0 nominate or clect Ralph Nader president.

- 2. No member of the State Green Council, or other state official of the Ma.ne
Sreen Party, will participale 1n a political commillee In cornnection with a

spproval

. Party will associate with anv rolitical committee that accepts campaign

tampaign to nominate or elect Ralph Nader president withcutl your priar

< 3 No member of the Statc Creen Council. or other offictal of the Maine Green

contributions or makes campaiga expenditurcs, as defined mm FEC regulations,
- .1 connection with 8 campaign 1o nominate or elect Ralph Nader president
anless vou first provide the Greea Party with an Opinion Letter that such
activities will not cause the FLCC to find that the committee 1s associated with the
Maine Green Parly, or with Ralph Nader, 1p such as way as to cause the FEC wo
atnbute such campaign aclivity tv Rzlph Nader on account of his candidacy as

a presidential candidate, or anv other acuvily in the State of Mane.

} The Green Pany of Maine understands that Ralph Nader tas not agreed to
continue as a candidate bvyvond the state convention or as a candidate 1n other

Aates

i The Mmrpe Green Pany. the members of the State Green Counal, and s

sther state officials., will not use the name of Ralph Nader for any [undraising
wclivities without vour approsal, @nd an Opimon Letier from you staung that
such activities will not cause the FEC (o atltribute those activities 1o Ralpa Nader

n account of s candidacy for presiden', or anv other of his aclivities
State of \Mauaine

sincerely,
i s L™
h Rsrscnbrln rrcn-h-"

.{r-.c-w".:. %“'—ﬂ-_
'&fﬁl‘x Fowles and T\- USCO bhairs

The Ten Key ‘Jalut,s of the Maine Greens
sucm - Grassrocts Democ 2oy - Fersonal and Soc a Respor = hility -

LeC8Ntraiizalion - Lomm unily =‘=E’Ir" omic.s -Fas:pa:rar:'a. va.es
Respect for Cversity obal Aesponsid Ty - Future Focus

i the
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DAVID HALPERIN . g =
Attorney At Law hor 410 ag AN '8
2027 Massachusetts Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20036
(202) 328-2232 / (202) 265-5384 (fax)

November 1. 1996
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

Re MUR 4454
Dear Office of the General Counsel

Based on telephone conversions I had recently with Ms Alva Smith of vour office
and Mr Vinnie Convery of your Freedom of Information Act division, I understand that it
1s the policy of the Commission to make available to the public the Complaint and the
Response at the ume it reports a finding of no reason to believe or no probable cause |
also understand that some respondents request that certain information in their responses
be withheld. and that the Commission accedes to such requests where the information
would be exempt from disclosure under FOIA

Although I continue to believe that the applicable regulations. 11 CF R §§111 20
111 21, do not provide for the release of a Complaint or Response. | have consulted with
Mr Nader, and he has no objection to making public these documents in full in a manner
consistent with the Commission’s standard practices

Sincerely,
‘\J/‘ .—-{ "“" ‘_7. 4: P, g
LS~ (W

Dawid Halpenn
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REPORTS ANALYSIS
DIVISION

Greens | Greerg artyeSHs i '%

PO Box 100, Blodgett Mills NY 3738 - 607 756-4211

October 31, 1996

Ms. Colleen T. Sealander, Attomcy l
Central Enforcement Docket
Fcderal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4454

{

ober 8, 1996, which we reccived on ! f

We arc writing in response to your letter
or ahout October 15, 1996.

Wenoiclhluvcmluflhcisuwraisediq 19 procecding arc thc samc issues that the|
Green / Green Party USA (G/GPUSA) has been g clarification from the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) for much of the last six Sigee Lhe very first beginnings of the efforts
to draft Mr. Nader as a Presidential candidate, has sought to file with thc FEC as a.
political party and to organize and report our exgendifurcs as a political party. It has been the
FEC which bas resisted our filings.

We cxpressly request that the FEC first
expedited manner before proceeding with this investi
as a national political party, since our requcst

10 our advisury opinion requcst in an
jon, particularly as to G/GPUSA's stalus
the submission by Voter Revolt. l

We further note that a copy of the compl‘int L this proceeding was only sent (0 us on
October 8, ncarly a month after it was filed, e t? fact that Mr. Mark Dunlea, an attorncy
working on behalf of G/GPUSA, had previ tacted the FECs counsels office (Mr.
Marianclli) to request a copy of the complaint ining our involvement with it following
various ncws reporis on the matter. We request the FEC provide a documented cxplanation
as to they delay in contacting the G/GPUSA in tier.

We would also note that Mr. Nader was
Committce (DNC) that was expressly set up ou
of the lcadership of the DNC disagree with
G/GPUSA, cspecially on the issuc of how to exergise

he Green Party structure. Indeed, much
1 of the demociatic principles of the
atic control over clectoral activitics,

f:;l into the Green Party by a Draft Nader
t

G/GPUSA is probably the first politcal g
to organize its first Presidential campaign with
party, refuses to file as a candidate or make fi isclosurcs, 18 pot a member of the party,
and who has not endorsed the platform of the pgrty. When we have contacted the FEC (o seek
guidance as to how the G/GPUSA and affiliated State ’rirccn Parties should organizc its campaign

Amecrican history that has been forced
idate who refuses to coordinate with the
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activities with respect (o the Presidential campaign, we have been repeatedly 1old that the
campaign presents novel and complicated factual situgtions and that we nced to seck guidance
through a formal advisory opinion request. Our AQ request has not yet been answered, partially
duc to the fact that an individual associated with the PNC filed a complaint against it

We would also note that G/GPUSA has not coardinated its cfforts with Mr. Nader. When
the imtial Draft Nader movement hegan, G/GPUSA invited Mr. Nader to attend the G/GPUSA
gathering in St. Louis this spring to discuss his passmlc candidacy; he declincd 10 attend.
G/GPUSA bad no direct contact with Mr. Nader pnor to the Calitorma national convention. As
Mr. Nadcr has publicly stated, be has not spoken \ynh any official of G/GPUSA since the
nominating convention. There is no formal or informgl agrecement between G/GPUSA and Mr,
Nadcr as to how the Presidential campaign is to be ucted

We note that Mr. Dunlea has attempicd tq wnicate with Mr. Nader that it was his
recommendation as attorncy (0 G/GPUSA that M. §ader that he regisier with the FEC and
provide financial disclosure. Mr. Dunlea however ig unaware of whether or not Mr Nader
received any such communication, giving the lack of dination with the candidate.

It should be poted that decentralization is onc f the ten key values of G/GPUSA. It is
a fundamental principle of the Green principie that o gpe Green organization can control another
Green organization - a national group docs not gontgpl a staic green group, and a stale green
group docs not control a local or regional green y‘;u /GPUSA is only respunsible for its own
activihies, !

G/GPUSA also wishes to incorporate the historical background on the G/GPUSA that has
been filed with the TEC as part of its advisory opinion requcst as a response to this complaint,
particularly as to its status as a political party ancbus :bilily to makc independent cxpenditurces.

l. Travel Expenditarcs

This did not appcar to be an 1ssue with lts?cu G/GPUSA Wc assume that Mr. Nader
has responded to this issuc

. Green Party Expenditurcs

The complaint raises two major poinis: tha‘nc articles repon that the Greens spent tens
of thousands of dollars for a national nominating cpnviption for Mr. Nadcr; and that money must
have been spent by the Greens to obtain ballot nq?ss or Mr. Nader.

Nominating Convention. As the compldm; by Joter Revolt correctly notes, many of the
activitics of the national convention n Califorma wege not devoted to the nomination of Mr
Nader. ? '

It 15 important to note that two events ¢q in Calilornia: a Congress of G/GPUSA,
and a convention for the larger Green movement

02
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Each ycar, G»,"GPUSA holds an annual Congress to make national decisions with respect
to the activities on G/GPUSA. This is a delegated Congress, with votes allocated to individual
Green organizations bascd on their membership within G/GPUSA. Such votes are binding upon
G/GPUSA.

In conjunction with the Congress, a conventipn i§ organized, open 1o all members of the
larger Green movement, (o exchange information and coordinate activities on a wide range of
Green activitics. There was no delegated voting at such convention

Such Congress and convention was organized far i advance and independent of any
decision to run a candidate for President of the US.

The California convention was not Icgally or in practice a nominating convention. Neither
G/GPUSA nor any other Green organization organized a national Presidential primary. Mr. Nader
had alrcady been placed on the baliot in many states pnor to the convention. No mechanism or
agreement had been devcloped to enable Mr. Nader's name to be removed from individual state
ballots if such convention were {0 select another candidate. As noted above, the campaign was
initially organized as a Draft Nader movement on a statc by stale basis The "votc”™ at the
convention was a media event: it carnied no legal weight. Therc was not cven any delcgated
voling.

This is particularly true since the FEC has not yet recognized G/GPUSA as a national
political party and only four states presently provide party status 1o the Greens. The Greens in
most states are considercd independents and arc not able to take advantage of the clectoral rules
written for and by the major partics. For instance, when Mr. Nader belatedly decided he wanted
a singlc national Vice-Presidential candidate (Winnona LaDuke), it was not lcpally possible to
substitutc her name for the existing Vice-Presidential candidate in many states.

G/GPUSA and its members have a first amendment nght 1o hold national gatherings for
the purposing of organizing its activilics. The expenditures of G/GPUSA or any Green groups
for such an cvent should not be rumed o campaign contributions because its Presidential
nomince, who refuses to coordinate with such party, attends and agrees to participate in media
cvents. At most, the cost of staging the press cogferegee "announcing Mr. Nader's candidacy™
should be considered a campaign contribution. cost would be to send out the press
advisories and make phone calls. G/GPUSA itsclf may no expenditures in that regard.

It should be noted that My Nader did receive the endorsemient of G/GPUSA during its
Congress (after his "nomnation” had been amnounced and the media had depart). This cnabled
G/GPUSA to mobilize and expend resources on Mr. Nader's behalf, though with only a few days
remaining before the election, we are still secking guidance from the FEC as 10 how G/GPUSA
can properly do so. The endersement of Mr. Nader however did not effect Mr. Nader's status as
a candidate in sny stale | ‘

While the G/GPUSA was aware of many of the shortcomings of Mr. Nader's candidacy
as stated 1n the opening paragraphs, by the ime he received the endorsement he had already been
cffectively draficd as the Party candidate, lcaving G/GPUSA with few options

a3
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The G/GPUSA itself spent a few hundred dollars for mailings, phone calls, cic. on the
Congress and Convention. The first we saw of the 325,000 cstimaic of the cost by Mike
Feinstein, the individual who primarily organized the convention (but not the G/GPUSA
Congress) was in the complaint. We had assumed that the FEC had alrcady requested such
information from Mr. Feinstein. However, upon recently contacting Mr. Feinstein o obtain an
accounting of his expenditures, he informed Mr. Dunlea that he not seen a copy of the complaint.
M. Feinstein is also in the process of runming for City Council in Los Angeles, as well as caring
for a family member who was recently injured.

In view of the delay in contacting Mr. Feinstein and his personal situation, and the fact
that we feel the G/GPUSA should be able to make cxpenditures for its national congress and
convention independent of Mr. Nadcr, especially when such convention did not in fact nominate
him, we are submilting our response without a detailed response by Mi. Feinstein. Jt would not
to unrcasonable ta estimate that $25,000) would be spent in hosting a national convention and
Congress, though as noted above almost all expenditures would be unrelated to the Presidential
cffort. If a more detailed accounting is needed, G/GPUSA would seck to provide the information.

Green / Green Party USA disputes the assertions that {t can not make (ndcpendent
expenditures.

G/GPUSA notes that almost all expenditures on behalf of the cffort to clect Ralph Nader
for Presidential have been made by independent Draft Nader Comnnittees or by individual state
Green Parties who arc responsible for reporting such expenditures to the Federal Election
Commission if thcy have expended more than the witial reporting levels. It is G/GPUSA's
understanding that such committees and Green Parties are in compliance with such reporting
requirements.

We also nolc that once again this involve issucs that G/GPUSA has sought clarification
from the FEC on, including its status as a national political party. If the Green Panty is not a
political parly, than presumably there 1s no question as to its ability 10 make independent
cxpenditures under the federal election law

If the G/GPUSA s a national political party, it is able to make excmpt expenditures on
hchalf of Mr. Nader for buttons, bumperstickers, yards sign, hicrature, etc.) and for get out the
vote cfforts (Sec. 431(8)B)v.x, and xii and 431(9)B)iv,viu, and ix). Most of G/GPUSA's
cxpenditures have fallen into this category, though G/GPUSA has gencrally avoided making
expenditures to the FECs mnability to rule on our legal status. We feel that the delay by the FEC
have grossly violated our first amendment rights

G/GPUSA would also note that when Mr. Dunica asked the counscl for the Federal
Election Commission as to how G/GPUSA could cxercise its first amendment nghts to organize
on behalf of its Presidential candidate in light of the FEC'S inability 1o make a ruling as to the
G/GPUSA's legal status as a political party, Mr. Dunlca was referred to the recent U.S. Supreme
Court ruling n Colorado (Colorado Republican Campaign Commtice vs. FEC, 116 S. Cr. 2309,
1996) that upheld the nght of political partics to make independent expenditures in federal
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clections. FEC Counsel did expressly notc that the Court had not ruled with respect to a
Prcsidential clcction.
|
In view of the lack of coordination with Mr. Nader, the various factual circumstiances
outlined above, and the inability of the FEC to make a yuling as the lcgal status of G/GPUSA,
G/GPUSA asscris that we able to make independent expenditures and that any such cxpenditures
docs not count towards M. Nader's $5,000 limit

Since G/GPUSA is likely to run a candidate for President in 2000, we would like
clarification from the FEC as to the G/GPUSA's ability, presuming it is a political party, 10 make
expenditures for party activities such as ballot access that do not count as contributions towards
jts Presidential nomince.

If you dctermine that more detailed mforma;non ,;s required from G/GPUSA in responsc
to any of the issucs raised in the complaint or our rcs,l'r.m\c we will do our best to reply in a
reasonable amount of time {

Sincerely,

(Bruge Hinkforth, Treasurer
‘G"TI / Green Parly USA

!
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DE 246)

November 12, 1996

Mr. Bruce Hinkforth, Treasurer
Green Party USA

P.O. Box 100

Blodgett Mills, NY 13738

RE: MUR 4454

Dear Mr. Hinkforth:

I'his is in response to your letter dated October 31, 1996 in which you requested
that we explain the reasons for which the Green Party USA and you, as treasurer, were
notified nearly a month after the complaint in MUR 4454 was filed. You also requested
that we incorporate into your response certain background information that you have
provided previously to the Federal Election Commission (“Commission™) in connection
with vour Advisory Opinion Request.

Under 2 US.C. § 437g(a)12). the Commission is required to keep enforcement
matters confidential until they are closed. As a result of this confidentiality provision, the
Commission takes great care to ensure that complaints are forwarded only to the
appropriate parties. As you may have already noted, the complainant in MUR 4454 did
not identify your committee by its official name, but instead referred to it as the “Green
Party.” The Commission has a number of registered committees with the term “Green
Party” in their names. As a result, it took the Central Enforcement Docket some time to
idenuify vour committee as the appropriate respondent in this matter. The time you were
given to respond to the complaint was not affected by the delay in notification.
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Page 2 of 2

With regard to your background materials, please be advised that we have
obtained those and have included them in the MUR 4454 file.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 219-3690.

Siaecrely,

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
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GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
INTRODUCTION.
The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low priority
based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System (EPS). This report is

submitted to recommend that the Commission no longer pursue these cases.

This is the first Enforcement Priority Report that reflects the impact of the

6

1996 election cycle cases on the Commission’s enforcement workload. We have
identified cases that are stale which are
. recommended for dismissal at this time. This is the highest number of cases
5 identified as stale in a single report, and the highest number of stale cases

recommended for closure at one time, since the inception of EPS in 1993.
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IL CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases Pending
Before the Commission
EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the lower priority of the
issues raised in the matters relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do
not warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED) evaluates
each incoming matter using Commission-approved criteria, resulting in a numerical rating
for each case.
Closing such cases permits the Commission to focus its limited resources on more important
cases presently pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified  cases that
do not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.’ Attachment 1 to this report
contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors leading to assignment of a
low priority and recommendation not to further pursue the matter.
B. Stale Cases
Effective enforcement relies upon the timely pursuit of complaints and referrals to
ensure compliance with the law. Investigations concerning activity more remote in time
usually require a greater commitment of resources, primarily due to the fact that the evidence
of such activity becomes more difficult to develop as it ages. Focusing investigative efforts
on more recent and more significant activity also has a more positive effect on the electoral

process and the regulated community. In recognition of this fact, EPS provides us with the

! These cases are RAD 97L-10 (Citizens for Randy Borow);
RAD 97L-16 (Republican State Central Commuttee of South Dakota); Pre-MUR 347 (Producers Lloyds Insurance
Company); Pre-MUR 348 (Peopies Natenal Bank of Commerce), Pre-MUR 349 (Trump Plaza); Pre-MUR 350
(Citihank, N A ); Pre-MUR 355 (Feingold Senate Commuttee); MUR 4494 (Georgiuanna Lincoln);

MUR 4586 (Frends of Zach Wamp); MUR 4590 (Oklahoma Education Assoaahon); MUR 4600 (San
Diego Police Officers Assoc): MUR 4612 (Teresa Doggett for Congress); MUR 4615 (Catholic Democrats for
Chnstian Values), MUR 4616 (Amencan Legislative Exchange Counal); MUR 4620 (Eastern Connecticut Chamber
of Commerce), MUR 4622 (Telles for Mayor); MUR 4628 (Gutknecht for Congress), MUR 4629 (lanice Schakowsky),;
MUR 4636 (IBEW Local 505); MUR 4637 (Dettman for Congress), MUR 4639 (Larson for Congress); MUR 4641
(Becker for Congress); MUR 4644 (Detrt City Counal); MUR 4651 (Mike Ryan), MUR 4653 (Pritzker for
Congress). MUR 4656 (H. Carrall for Congress); and MUR 4657 (Buchanan for President)
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means to identify those cases which, though eaming a higher rating when received, remained
unassigned for a significant period due to a lack of staff resources for effective investigation.
The utility of commencing an investigation declines as these cases age, until they reach a

point when activation of a case would not be an efficient use of the Commission’s resources.

We have identified  cases that have remained on the Central Enforcement Docket
for a sufficient period of time to render them stale. We are recommending the closure of

&
cases based on staleness.

® These cases are: MUR 4283 (Chenoweth for Congress); MUR 4341 (Juan Soliz for Congress); MUR 4402 (U.S
Represeniative Helen Chenowetk). MUR 3435 (Lincoln for Congress). MUR 4439 (UAV); MUR 4442 (Lipinsk for
“ongress), MUR 4444 (Roberts for Congress), MUR 4445 (Randy Tate for Congress), MUR 4446 [L‘.’m!nwcs'rr.':"f

MUR 4447 (Random House, Inc. ), MUR #4449 (Clinton Admonstration), MUR 4453 (Mike Ward for

ressh MUR 4454 (Ralrh Nader): MUR 4459 (Clinton/Gors 36} MUR 4474 (Salv for Semate). MUR 4477
BDO-New York), MUR 481 (Diamond Bar Caucus), MUR 4485 (Perot ‘32 Petition Commttee); MUR 4486
(Bunda for Congress MUR 495 (Pennsylvania PACE for Federal

lections) MUR 4496 (Normpood for Congress): MUR 4497 (Pease for Congress), MUR 4510 (Stabenow for
. MUR 4511 (Bok Coffin for Congress), MUR 4514 (Friends for Franks), MUR 4515 (Clinton Inveshgative

e MUR 4521 (WALAL 630 AM); MUR 4525 (Senator Larry
Presslor) SMUR 4527 (Brornan or Senate): MUR 4536 (Sionabure Properts s MUR 4540 (Tim Johnson for
MUR 4342 (Dan Frisa for ress); MUR 4552 (Charies LV Nor 0 MUR 4554 (John Byron for
neressh, MUR 4556 (i iy ggn r Longress) MUR 4561 1\'-.‘ Hi frman for Congress);
MUR 4564 (National Republican Congressional Commattee), MUR 4567 (DNC
Services Corp MUR 4509 (McGovern Commuttee), RAD 96111 (New

vk Republican County Commutier), Pre-MUR 343 (NRSO); and Pre-MUR 312 (Joserh Demno). The Demuo case

Ives tundraising related to former Congresswoman Mary Rose Oakar's 1992 congressional campaign.
It was held as a courtesy to the Department of Justice pending resolution of a parallel criminal matter in the
[Mhistrict Court for the Distnict of Columbia. Mr Demuo recently entered into a plea agreement with the
Department of Justice (on which we were not consulted) in which he agreed. among other things, to waive
the statute of limitations regarding civil violations of the FECA. Considening the age of the case and

v. the fact that DO has not formally referred this matter to us, and the Commussion’s continuing

resource constraints, dismissal is the appropriate disposition of this matter



@ : ®

We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and direct
closure of the cases listed below, effective November 17, 1997. Closing these cases as of
this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the necessary time to prepare closing

letters and case files for the public record.

1.  RECOMMENDATIONS,
A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective November 17, 1997, and approve

the appropriate letters in the following matters:

~
RAD 96L-11 Pre-MUR 312 Pre-MUR 349
i Pre-MUR 343 Pre-MUR 350
RAD97L-10 Pre-MUR 347 Pre-MUR 355

RAD 97L-16 Pre-MUR 348




B

letters in the following matters

wn

lake no action, close the file effective November 17, 1997, and approve the appropriate

MUR 4283 MUR 4495
MUR 4341 MUR 4496 MUR 4569
MUR 4402 MUR 4497 MUR 4586
\MUR 4435 MUR 4510 MUR 4590
MUR 4439 MUR 4511 AMUR 4600
MUR 4442 MUR 4514 MUR 4612
MUR 4444 MUR 4515 MUR 4615
MUR 4445 MUR 4616
MUR 4446 MUR 4521 MUR 4620
MUR 4447 MUR 4525 MUR 4622
AMUR 4449 MUR 4527 MUR 4628
MUR 4453 MUR 4536 MUR 4629
MUR 4454 AMUR 4540 NMUR 4636

- MUR 4459 MUR 4542 NUR 4637
NUR 4474 MUR 4552 MUR 4639
MUR 4477 MUR 4534 MUR 4641
AUR 4481 MUR 4556 MUR 4644
MUR 4485 MUR 4561 MUR 4651

¥ MUR 4486 MUR 4653
MUR 4564 MUR 4656

MUR 4494 MUR 4567 MUR 4657

/ /
B ’7J/‘f w, *——-‘47"//4 VA /

Datwe i " Lawrence M. Noble
General Counse



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document No. X97-77
Enforcement Priority

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmonsa, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session on December 2,

1997, do hereby certify that the Commission toock the follow-

ing actions with respect to Agenda Document No. X97-77:

1. Decided by a vote of 5-0 to

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the
—_ file effective December 15, 1997,
and approve the appropriate letters
in the following matters:

» 4 RAD 96L-11 T Pre-MUR 347
8. Pre-MUR 348
35 RAD 97L-10 9. Pre-MUR 34595
4. RAD 97L-16 10. Pre-MUR 350
5. Pre-MUR 312 11. Pre-MUR 355
- 6. Pre-MUR 343

B. Take no action, close the file effective
December 15, 1997, and approve the
appropriate letters in the following

matters:

1 MUR 4283 - MUR 4442
r: MUR 4341 p I MUR 4444
s MUR 4402 8. MUR 4445
4. MUR 4435 . I8 MUR 4446
B MUR 4439 10. MUR 4447

(continued)




Federal Election Commission
Certification: Agenda Document

No. X97-77
December 2, 1997

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17 .
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24 .
25.
26.
27 »
28,
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

EEEEEREEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEE

4449
4453
4454
4459
4474
4477
4481
4485
4486
4494
4495
44956
4497
4510
4511
4514
4515
4521
4525
4527
4536
4540
4542
4552
4554

36.
7.
38.
39,
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45,
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
81.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57 .
58.
59.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott,
and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

4556
4561
4564
4567
4569
4586
4590
4600
4612
4615
4616
4620
4622
4628
4629
4636
4637
4639
4641
4644
4651
4653
4656
4657

5999599859985999999959559

McDonald, McGarry,

Marjorie W. Emmons
Selretary cf the Commimsion
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCTON DO 20481

December 15, 1997

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Michael Johnson
653 Connecticut Avenue
San Francisco. CA 94107

RE: MUR 4454
Dear Mr Johnson

On September 9. 1996, the Federal Election Commission received your complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act”)

After considening the circumstances of this matier, the Commission exercised its
prosecutonal discretion to take no action in the matter  This case was evaluated objectively
relative to other matters on the Commussion’s docket In light of the information on the record,
the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission
determined to close 1ts file in this matter on December 15, 1997 This matter will become part
of the public record within 30 dayvs

I'he Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commussion's dismissal of
this action See 2 U SC §437(gKax8)

Sincerely.

B -
v
t Andrew Turles
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 20461

Decemeber 15, 1997
James Orlando Ogle. 111, Treasurer
The Green Party
P O Box DJ
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

RE MUR 4454

Dear Mr. Ogle

On September 16, 1996, the Federal Election Commuission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification

After considenng the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutonal discretion to take no action against The Green Party and you, as treasurer. This
case was evaluated objectively relative to other matters on the Commussion’s docket. In light
of the information on the record, the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time
that has elapsed, the Commission determined to close its file in the matter on December 15,
1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S.C. § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public. In addition. although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days. this could occur at any time following certification of the Commaission's vote
If vou wish to submt any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record. please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of vour
additional matenals. any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

[f vou have anv questions. please contact Alva E Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (800 4234-9530  Our local telephone number 1s (2021 219-3400

Sincerelv,

2 i/
~ y " ’
> ’_,J_ ac
F Andrew Turley
Supenvisony Attorney

Central Fnforcement Decket



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DT 20461

December 15, 1997
David Halperin, Esquire
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N W

Washington, D C 20036

RE MUR 4454
Ralph Nader

Dear Mr. Halperin

On September 16, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified vour client, Ralph
Nader. of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed wath that notification

After considening the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutonal discretion to take no action against your client. This case was evaluated
objectively relative to other matters on the Commussion’s docket. In hight of the information
on the record, the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed, the
Commuission determined to close its file in the matter on December15, 1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S.C § 437g(a) 12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If vou wish to submut any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of vour
additional matenals, anv permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

[f vou have anyv questions, please contact Alva E Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, (8001 324-9550 Ouwur local telephone number 15 (202) 219-3400

Sincerely,

o ey

/

< AR
F Andrew Turles
\'upcrumg Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON D C 204b1

December 15, 1997

Bruce Hinkforth, Treasurer
Green Party 1ISA

PO Box 100

Blodgett Hills, NY 13738

RE- MUR 4454
Dear Mr. Hinkforth

On October 8, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed wath that notification

Afier considening the circumstances of this matter, the Commission exercised its
prosecutorial discretion to take no action against Green Party USA and vou, as treasurer. This
case was evaluated objectively relative to other matters on the Commission’s docket. In light
of the information on the record, the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time
that has elapsed, the Commission determined to close its file in the matter on December 15,
1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U S.C. § 437g(a) 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If vou wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record. please do so
as soon as possible While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of vour
additional maternals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when
recened

If vou have anv questions. please contact Alva E Smith on our toll-free telephone
number. (R00) 424-9530  Our local telephone number 15 1202) 219-3400

Sincerely,

o A .

F Andrew Tarley
Supenvisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 20461

THIS IS THE END OF MR # 7?{5 4
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Michael S. Johason
633 Connecticut Ave. #1
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 643-3067

March 6, 1998

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

F Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

Re MUR 4454
Dear Mr Turley

On February 27, 1998, | received notification from you that the Federal Election
Commussion decided on December 15, 1997, to close its file in the above-referenced
matter  While your letter is dated December 15, 1997, 1 did not receive it until more than
two months later because it was inadvertently sent to my old office address, 3303 Pico
Bivd . Los Angeles. CA 90404 As | notified the Commission on October 3, 1996, my
current address is 653 Connecticut St . San Francisco, CA 94107 (See attached letter )

While your letter notifying me of the Commission’s action contains my current
address in the address block. the letter was mailed to my old address On occasion, the
current occupants of my former office in Los Angeles send me a packet of mail received
in my name at that office It was on February 27, 1998, that | received a packet
containing your letter It is my understanding that 1 have 60 days from the date of
notification of the Commission’ s&msﬂd&smwﬁhlpﬂh*ﬂﬂ
review (ommon (Cause v. FEC' F. 630 Supp 508 (1985) Accordingly, 1 have :
das from February 27, 1998 1o file such a petition  If my understanding is in '
please notify me immediately

I would also like clarification of exactly what action the Commission has taken.
Has the Commission simply decided to exercise its right to take no action with seapect o
my complaint. or has it officially dismissed #t?

Additionally, | would like to request a copy of the public record in this matter. If
nm:mhﬂdnntinpblwmmwlaummmwﬁ‘
what was regarding the action taken by the Commission




F. Andrew Turley
Page 2 of 2

1 look forward to your response If you would like to contact me by phone, I can
be reached at 415-643-3067.

Thank you for your assistance
Sincerely,
e 2. == 7
Lo ,
VL S A o7 ML

Michael John?"




Office of General Counsel
Federal Elections Commission
999 E Street, N W
Washington, DC 20463

Re MUR 4454
To whom it may concern
On September 9, 1996 you received a complaint from me alleging violation of

campaign disclosure laws by Ralph Nader, referenced above Sinoe filing the complaint |
have moved When the Commission takes final action on the complaint please notify me

at my new address 653 Comnecticut Ave , Sen Francisco, CA 94107.

Thank you
Smcerely, .
- ~/ /
’/I(’/K' c’_ 4/—\

Michael Johhson




