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To whom 11 may concern

This 1s a complaint against Ralph Nader. a candidate for president on 12 state ballots. for falhng to
register with the FEC as a candidate and provide disclosure of lis campaign and personal finances as
required by law

\Mr Nader has said publicly on numerous occasions that he does not intend to file any disclosure reports
with the FEC and that he is not legally required to do so since he will spend less than $5 000 on his
campaign While Mr Nader 1s correct that the law does not impose filing obligations on persons who
make campaign expenditures of less than $5.000°, Mr Nader's activities as reported by the media
indicate that his expenditures already exceed that amount

Indeed. Mr Nader's campaign travel expenditures alone appear to exceed $5.000  In addition, even
greater expenditures appear to have been made on behalf of Mr Nader's campaign. and with his
cooperation, by the Green Party

I. Travel Expenditures
A Nader has traveled to numerous cities for campaign events

Mr Nader has held press conferences. given media interviews, and made speeches in which he has
discussed s campaign in at least 12 cities. according to published reports (Attached 1s a summary of
Mr Nader’s campaign travel, as well as copies of the articles and interview transcnipts upon which the
summary 1s based ) At each of these events. Mr Nader cnticized other presidential candidates, spoke of
breaking up the two-party “duopoly.” or offered other reasons tor voters to support him Expenses
resulting from this activity seem clearly to fall within the defimmtion of campaign expenditure as set forth
in 11 CFR 100 8(aM 1) ~“A purchase. pavment. distribution. loan  advance, deposit. or gift of money
or anvthing of value, made by anv person for the purpose of influencing anv election tor Federal office 1s
an expenditure -

Whike disclosure of a presidential candidate < personal finances 1s required under the Government Erhics Act which s
not withun the junsdiction of the FEC, the obligation of a4 person 1o file such disclosure 1s tnggered when the person
qualifies as a candidaie under FEC regulanons

See 11 CFR 100 3a)

Whale the law establishes that “maidental contacts do not constitule campaign activiny. NMr Nader s public statements
ibout his campangn are clearly more than “inadental contacts ™ In many cases. lus remarks were made at press
conferences and i mtenviews with reporters where questions about his campaign were 1o be expected  indeed. Mr Nader
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B Expenditures resulting from Nader's campaign travel appear easily 1o exceed $5,000

According to the attached articles and interview transcripts, Mr Nader has made campaign stops in
Bedford (NH). Svracuse (NY), Ithaca (NY), Haverford (PA). Providence, Seattle. Cleveland, Los
Angeles, Sacramento. Berkeley, Los Angeles (again), and Chicago  Under the law, the full cost of Mr
Nader's transportation 1o and from each of these cities 1s a campaign expenditure, regardless of who
paid tor it or whether Mr Nader also engaged in non-campaign-related activity in any of these cities '
Assuming My Nader traveled by anhine tor distances greater than 200 miles and by car for shorter
distances. and assumung he used the lowest advance-purchase arrfares available for midweek travel, his
transportanion expenditures alone would have been about $3200

I'ts caleulaton does not include the facilities remal costs for s campaign-related press conferences
and speeches . the costs of any hotels used. or anv other expenses associated with his campaign stops
all of which are campaign expenditures under the law even if paid by others

I1. Green Party Expenditures
A The Green Party has made thousands of dollars in expenditures on behalt of Nader's campaign

. The Green Party has supported Mr Nader’s campaign chieflv by organizing efforts to quahfy him for
ballot status in a number of states (often as an independemt or write-in candidate) and by hosting a
national convention at which Mr Nader was officiallv nominated the Green Party’s presidential
candidate While no reports have appeared in the news media indicating how much the party has spent
on ballot qualification efforts, the nominating convention and a four-day conference held in conjunction
with the convention were reported to have cost approximately $25.000 ~ While many of the events
were devoted to activities not directly related to Mr Nader's campaign, Mr Nader’s nomination and his
acceptance speech took up one full day and were billed by the Party as the main purpose of its

homselt has saod repeatedls that he would rely on such comacts with the media 10 moumt hus campaign. ~ Asked how he
planned to reach voters, Nader sind he would “campaign through the free |news| media and make very brief sojourns
through a number of stales — (Sec attached o dngeles Times aricle ) “Nader 1s planning to use free TV appearances.
the Imernet and college speaking tours to advance hus cause 1118 a no-monev campaign.” he sand ™ (Sec aruicle #6
siached 10 camparen travel summan )
11 CFR 106 3ib) qtates
Travel expenses pand for by a candidate from personal tunds. or from a source other than a pohitical
commutice. shall constitute reportable expenditures it the travel 1s campaign-related
DOWhere o candidate s inp oimvolves both campaiegn-related and non-campaign-related stops. the
cvpenditures allocable for campaign purposcs are reportable. and are calculated on the actual cost-per-
e of the means of transportation actually nsed. starting at the point of ongin of the tnp. via even
campaigr-related stop and ending at the point of ongin
Where a candidate conducts any campaign-related activiiy in a stop. the stop 1s a campaign-related
stop and o ol expenditures made are repontable. Campaign-related activines shall not include am
incidental contacts
Sec aitached summan of campargn travel tor detals
Note that onh campaign events held outside Washington, D C are anted in thos letter. Facihues remal costs for events
hickd 1n Washington. D O such as that reported in the anached H ashungron Post anticle. should also be coumed towards
the S5 (4K threshold

See attached arucie from P
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gathering © Clearly. a siemificant portion of the total $25.000 cost constituted an expenditure on behalf
of Mr Nader's campaign

B Green Party expenditures are not “independent expenditures” and so must be counted towards the
$5.000 threshold

U nder the law. an independent expenditure 1s “an expenditure by a person tor a communication
expressly advocating the election or defeat o' a clearly identified candidate which is not made with the
cooperation or with the prior consent of. or i consultation with, or at the request or suggestion ol a
candidate or any agent or authorized commttee ot such candidate " (11 CFR 109 1(a))

Mr Nader has clearly cooperated with the Green Party's effonts on behalt of lis campaign  He has
given his consent to appear on state ballots as the Green Party’s candidate, he spoke at their nominating
convention. and he appeared at a Green Partv-hosted press conference alongside a large placard
readimg “Vote Green ' Ralph Nader for President

11T CFR 109 §(¢) states that “an independent expenditure not qualifying under this section as an
independent expenditure shall be a contnbution in-kind to the candidate and an expenditure by the
candidate. unless otherwise exempted (emphasis added)

111. Conclusion

Despite Mr Nader's oft-repeated claim that he will spend less than $5.000 on his presidential campaign.
expenditures made on behalf of his campaign have clearly exceeded that amount. qualifving him under
the law as a candidate As a candidate. Mr Nader 1s required to disclose both lis campaign and
personal finances He has failed to do so and stated publicly that he has no intention of doing so in the
future We urge vou take whatever action 1s necessary to bring Mr Nader into comphance with the law
and provide members of the public the financial information they are entitled to regarding this candidate

Sincerely,

s
NMichael Johnson

See attached pross release rssued by the Green Parm

See attached article from [os Angeles [in

It 18 possible that Mr Nader considers expenditures by the Green Party “otherwise exempted” under 11 CFR
IO Tranito, which states

A expenditures puade by the national state and subordimate comnuitees ol a political party pursuant to

PLCEFR 110 T on behall of that pany '« Presidental candidate shall not count against the candidate ‘s
axpendiiure limutations under 11 CFR 1108
CER TTON howeser, refers onls 10 the expenditure himitations imposed on candidates who accept federal funding
Nothing in 1HCFR DTHO Teane sugeests that party expenditures do not count towards the $5 000 expenditure threshold

ion l|u_|'m\ g as a candidaic
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Summary of Nader’s Campaign Travel

City: Bedtord. NH

Date: 21296

Est. Transportation Expense': 8240
Campaign-Related Activity: Appearance on Phil
Donahue show (aired from New Hampshire for the
presidential primary) From the show. PD
runnmg in Now Hampshire ™ RN
on the Green ballot m Calitornia. and perhaps in
Maine And the idea 1€ not to just do jackpot politics
We've gor to break up the two-party duopoly i this
countrs  So mamy people are ahenated from it Look,
Perot gets 19 mullion votes because he's None of the
Above in 1992 SO we re going 1oty 1o generate morg
competition  (See item #1 )

Are vou
Noo |m running

City: Ithaca. \Y

Date: 4 23 Yo

Est. Transportation Expense: S144
Campaign-Related Acrivity: Press conference
prior to speech at Comell From Posr Srandard “Ata
news conference betore his 8 pm lecture, Nader said
he deaided to run for president on the Green Party
ticket in the hope that it wall torce the major-party
candidates to focus on the damage that corporations
arc doing 1o the nanon " They re pounng huge
amounts of money into pohtical campaigns at all levels
that corrupt the pohtical process. Nader sad “And
none of the candidates. at any level. are making
corporate accountabihmy —Ilaw and order tor
corporations—a major 1ssuc in tharr campaigns — (S
item #3 )

City: Svracuse. NY

Date: 3 2796

Est. Transportation Expense: S144
Campaign-Related Activity: Made speech at
Svracuse University 1o 300 students and residents
From Post-Seandard “He said he decided to run for
president when President Chinton failed to achieve
sigmificant changes while in the Whate House. The
Democrats and Repubhicans are both under the control
of corporate Amenca, he smd. and no onc 1s
representing the average Amencan “We can't take it
amvmore,” Nader said. descrnibing elections as “a choice
between the bad and the worse He said his
candidacy will appeal to laborers who feel left out of
both major partics ™ (See item =2 )

City: Havertord. PA

Date: 42896

Est. Transportation Expense: S30
Campaign-Related Activity: Specch to 150 people
at Haverford College and news interview  From
Piladelpiia Inguerer “In an interview, Nader said
this was his reason tor a presidential run—to break up
the two-party svstem. which he called a “duopoly
Nader said he s not raisig money for his candidacy

It s what he called a “ven unconventional” approach to
politics He sand he was relving on grass-roots
organizing and volunteers . Dunng the three-hour

cvent. petibons circulated that could quahfy Nader for
the Pennsy hvama ballot — (See item =4 and addional
article trom Dallas Moming News attached as #4a )

Fransportation expenses are estimated based on the lowest roundtnp mrtare trom Washimgion. D C not requinng a

Saturday stav-over offered by USAur Unned. and Conninental. with the exception that an expense of 30 cents a mule 18

estmated 1or mips ol fess than
Nader s home and office are located
Roundtnp mrtare 1o Bostol

Jobomles Washingion D (

1 used as the point of ongimation because 1t where Mr



City: Providence. Rl

Date: 42996

Est. Transportation Expense: $165
Campaign-Related Activity: Speech at Brown
University . From Providence Journal-RBulletin “In
the afternoon session, Nader did talk about his
campaign He said he's not out to get mam votes. but
to posc critical questions and build a large enough
‘progressive” third party so that Democrats and
Republicans ahke will have to deal with it 7 (See item

#5 )

City: Cleveland. OH

Date: 6796

Est. Transportation Expense: $144
Campaign-Related Activity: Discussions with
“Labor for Nader” Green Party members From a
report posted on the Intermet by Walt Sheasby, a Green
Party candidate “In discussions with the “Labor for
Nader™ Greens in Cleveland. Nader also discussed and
approved the enhsting of a “team’ of supporters. who
mught serve as electoral college “state electors.” to
carmy the message of the campaign and to allow Greens
and progressinves to educate and orgamze around 1ssucs
of atfirmaunve acton, immgram nghis, and the hie
(See tem 27 )

$45 1n muleage expense from Haverford to Providence and $1200 for one-wan aartar
Fare used for this estimate assumes a Saturdan night stav=over since Nader < Cal!

weekend

%

City: Scattle WA

Date: 5100

Est. Transportation Expense: 5] 392
Campaign-Related Activity: Speech to tnal
lawvers and press conference . From Scattle Post-
Ralph Nader plans to offer Presidemt
Chinton "modest competition” in the Novembeer
presadential race. but there s nothing modest about the
agenda bemng advanced by the consumer advocate
Nader 1s planming to use free TV appearances. the
Intemet and colicge speaking tours to advance his
cause 'ltis a no-money campaign,” he said Nader
professed not to worny that his candidacy might
merease chances that Dole will win tin November It
vou 're going to start a progressive reform movement,

Intelhgencer

vou ¢an't be wormed about taking votes anay from onc
candidate or another.” he sard (See 1tem #6 and
addmonal amcle artached as =6a )

City: Los Angeles. CA

Date: 7/26/96

Est. Transportation Expense: $584°
Campaign-Related Activity: Press conference
From 4gence France-Fresse Al a press conference
here. Nader said he would be on the ballot in as many
as 2% states. perhaps more. and he 1s entirely
unapologetic if he draws votes away from Clinton
Chinton < motto could be A mund 1s a ternble thing
he sand ghibly of the president s

And Dole s
(See item =X

to make up
notonous penchant 1o wattle on 1ssues
could be “1've yust begun to blunder

and AP ston attached as =3a)

¢ back 10 Washingion

ra campargn swing spanned a



City: Sacramento, CA
Date:
Est. Transportation Expense: S10X

Campaign-Related Activity: Not exactls clear
fescnbed in press as

T :-' Ly (1 TR G

campaign stop - From
Sacramento Bee 7 This candidacy 1s not designed
to win. Nader said dunng a recent campaign Stop in
Sacramento Tt s designed to bwild  a moderate-
redd progressive political party that 1in a few vears can
make sure that the two partics will never be able to say
to progressive Amencans, Y ou have nowhere to go.
be considered apathetic because
{See iem =Y

but vote tor us or

W aon L vole

City: Los Angeles, CA

Date: 81996

Est. Transportation Expense: 51 604
Campaign-Related Activity: Specch and press
conference at Green Party nominating convention. The
low Angeles Times photographed Nader speaking in
front ot a “Ralph Nader tor Pressdent” sign From the
[imes “The candidate did not spare either of his major
parmy opponents his sharp-cdged wit  President
Clhinton 15 too unprimcipled ever to lose to Sen. Dole.
Nader sad
flank

wided

He waill never let Dole turn s nght
And of Chnton s Republican opponent. he
There are tew lemsiators i historny who have
<oid out more thoroughly . more frequently and more

inversels than Senator Dole  (Seenmem =211 )

he attached article

%

City: Berkeley, CA

Date: 7/27/96

Est. Transportation Expense: nominal
Campaign-Related Activity: Press conference
From Fresno Boe “Nader was on a campaign swing
through Cahforma that included appearances in
Sacramento. Berkeley, Beverly Hills and Los Angeles
He stopped in Berkeley to meet bnefly wath a small
group of reporters n a neighborhood church ™ (Sec
iem #10 )

City: Chicago

Date: 8/28/96

Est. Transportation Expense: 3460
Campaign-Related Activity: Appearance on
“Democracy Now ™ radio program in which Nader
discussed his campaign  Broadcast from Chicago for
the Democratic convention, the program aired in Los
Angeles on /2896 on KPFK-FM at 8 30 am  The
transcript 1s not vet available

n Nader s sacramento campinen stop did not specily the date. but several articles indicated that

stop was part of a Californua campaign swing that began and ended in Los Angeles

Roundtop mrtare trom Los Angeles 10 Sacramento
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Califormia and the West

Green Party Nominates Nader for President

® Politics: Consumer advocate aunches

crusade against e Tt
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FOOTNOTE #7

SE EDITORIAL

CINE EDITORIALS

HD  Greeming the Campaign
WO 185 Words

i | 500 Characters

PD 081906

SN The San Francisco Chronicle

ED  FINAI

PG AILS

CY (Copvnght 1996)
LP

WITH ALL the glnzy hoopla of the GOP’s $30 mullion nominating
convention behind us. and next week's equally lavish Democratic
coronation to come. the Spartan nature of todav's planned Green Party

* nomnation of Ralph Nader at UCLA looks downnght refreshing The

| entire. four-dav Green Party bash was budgeted at $25.000, which

probably wouldn't pay for the balloons at either the Democratic or

Republican events
D Not that the Greens are handicapped by balioon-envy "We don't
< want balloons -- the plastic. the horror.” said the conven tion’s
media coordinator. Mark Heller

Nader. the leader of the Amencan consumer movement, promises his
campaign -- he'll be on the ballot in up 10 30 states -- will be as
uncorrupted by campaign lucre as the convention He will run no TV
ads, accept no campaign contributions and will limit spending to
$5.000 of his own money

Yet despite Nader's uncandidacy. tus name on the ballot could
have great sigmficance in Califorma -- a fact that should remind
. * President Chnton that this state 1s sull up tor grabs That,

2

* alone. 15 good reason 1o welcome Nader to the fray
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Ralph Nader on Donahue

\ 'g.‘. n KNBC Television
Mondav, February 12,1996 200 pm PS|
7300 Words

s

Phil Donahue mmtroduces Ralph Nader
Steve Forbes
the voters' responsibility
the w rher \Ih__h]
wellare
bias in t'!‘c mediz
\re you runming” (and why )
about the New Hamshire pnman
spending priorities
ppt“ < LJ,N.I‘.! m
abor.:« [
apathy and participation
tefecommunications act
PD plugs Mulunational Monitor
health care
how to fix the tax code
Go Green Party!
the "spotler” question

Phil Donahue (PD) h' live audience Hi, I'm Phil Donahuwe, and we are--well

where cse showld we be in February? We're in New Hampshire. This 1s where 1t's

ar Cortanly fowa, a real primary, with real voting booths, and real Americans

cong 1o the polls. And who's gomng to win this one? And is the media too
noerned about the horse race? Well, we'll talk abour it

Dis toven of L2000 m beaunful New Hampshire is not far from Manchesier, and
Dseondlid remind vou that this is a state claiming over 1.000,000 souls--not much
more b they are over a milhion. And 98% of the folks in New Hampshire ar
whire Dhat doesn't mean they showld plead guilty about anvihing, but it does
make vou wonder winy we're so foctussed on New f‘fd!ﬂf’\hiﬂ' for our first real
PFIMry SNIQle

ot some folks i here, and a real five guest as well we want you 1o meet
" o 1o the Bedtord, NH wown hall And we're going 1o find out if these folks

i pumped up about this primary as media seems (o be.n just a

o much thinner in person Well we haven't seen Vo in four years, | rowd
oy e vou get along without us during those four years. What do yvou do up
hore Lor tour vears ' D mean there're a whole bunch of folks in mv game who think
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that somchow Now Hampshire reappears on the horizon every four years, and
what a race we've got here. mean, come on. Who's going to phdfu this one ? And
i there a corer m this state that doesn't have a sign planted i the ground”

We are pleased o welcome as our guest, on this--our second program from New
Hampshure for thus very polincal week--a man who has become a household
word., You cannor count the numbe r of people whose lives have saved, and who
have been sparcd mamng catastrophuc injurics, becanse of quite literally a
guarter-century tight with the arto companies for air bags. Can you imagine
NAH, they don't n.nm.:; wt ‘emoan, NAH, they cost too much, NAH, they're going 1o
vo off We cannor calcwdare the families who have been spared the agony of
head-om ¢ H-”I'\»' as==tjuries that follow--when the egg in the crate--us, people
mside the car rattle around--because of lus stalwart defense and promotion of
the air f‘\:,;: Now the auto companies use i o promote and sell their own cars
And, mardenally, s he going 1o run for president thas vear? Ladies and
gentlemen. here's Ralph Nader

{ Applause)

Well, they sure look very much enerectic and--they take care of themselves here
m New Hampshire We can feel the energy. Well Ralph. you must be more than a
litle concerned about what's happening i this race. Where shall we start? Let's
tatk abour Steve Forbes just for a second. Bov, he's making moves. Running
ahead m the race. Some polls have him leading here. Steve Forbes. The magazine
man fv.’.:!,r‘h i h.::'\ wrong with a gu) spending his own money and saving he
WanIs o "\ rdent 'Teast he's not Loing 1o take bribes; he's LJIf‘t’dd\ rich.

RN: Well he's spent all his hife representing big. powerful corporations when they
conflict with the interests of workers, small business. small tax- payers, consumers
That's the first 'hm_' vou want to know | mean. someone once said about Steve
Forbes. he was borm with a silver spoon 1s his mouth and a silver liming to his diaper.
and that he mhented over $300 million There's nothing wrong with that if you use 1t
to fight tor the average person in this country, but he's a raw, wlramht msider He runs
a *‘1_- magazine. Forbes Magazine. full of smiping mustakes and >el1|ng the editorial
pages 10 advertisers--we call 1t Fibs Magazine

| Iy e ! ¢

ha:

v 1s where does he get the cachet to say to the people in New Hampshare, 1
ve stood tor people who have confronted injustice time and time again” He hasn't
Hu s stood tor big. tat businesses, the big mega-corporations, and this flat tax 1s a 1s
a great tax cut tor the nch and powerful ‘and tor the Forbes family. Do vou know
lhl\ flat tax only taxes working people And if you sit around getting huge
amounts of money from capital gains and interest and dividends, no tax

whatsoever I1s at ! guaranteed to create S300 billion deficit, and 1t doesn't
have a flat \ n evervone Not if vou have a home mortgage interest payment
everv month Not it vou get emplover-based health insurance

And vet. $20 n n he's spent in about two months Flooding the airwaves in New

Hampshire. Anizona. lowa, and he's ahead of the race You know why? Because
people are so disgusted with protessional politicians they'll almost take anvbody
Nno Savs ne s an outsider J.“-J who savs that he represents uh.mgc
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Lasten, we can't get away from our own commutment as citizens How many pcnplc
here have spent 25 hours--before the February primary in New Hampshire--studying
the records of the candidates” Mobihzing vourselves You know, that's what 1t's all
about. folks Society rots from the head down, and 1t reconstructs from the bottom
up That's the history of the United States From the abohtion of slavery, womens'
nght to vote. the nght of workers to orgamze, the environmentahsts, civil nghts
movements--that's where 1t's at. We can't get awav with just picking presidential
candidates hike we prek wee eream flavors, based on thirty- second ads 1It's too deadly

serous a busiess for us not to spend more time on 1t
(1. oud applause)

PD: /t's a rather unhecoming comment about ourselves, isa't 1n? Thar a man can
come in here and wallpaper television channels with commercials and find
himself in the lead 1t sounds like we can be just pulled and pushed i am
direction at all. It makes us wonder about our own mdependent enthusiasm for
cirizenn

RN: Because, first of all, we don't give ourselves ume to think When you're dealing
with pohiticians, politics, government, the tuture of the United States of Amenca,
and all 1ts mamfestanions, vou just have to spend more time on 1t | mean. 1f we want
to be smart consumers it's a good 1dea to spend more tme learning how to shop,
what not to buyv. what to buv--tood, insurance, cars The same 15 true 1f we want a
skill for a job We spend time learning how to be a mechanic, how to be a doctor,
how to be an architect When 1t comes to come to voung, it's hike "forever amateur "

I mean. just look at the phght of the country today Right now vou have
super-corporate profits up, corporate executives making tons of money, stock
markets setting all records, at the same tume that homelessness 1s on the increase.
R0% of the workers have sutfered declining standards of living--in terms of wages
for the last twenty years--one out of four children lives in poverty, corporations
shipping jobs to Mexico and the Far East for serf labor--and shipping 1t back
here--and. to top 1f off. we don't have much of prospect for improving things, for the
bottom 80% of the people 1n this countny

1f someone said to you, what country 1n the world 1s 1t that 1% of the
wealth at the top 1s equal 10 95% at the bottom  You might say, vou
Lnow. Guatemala. Brazil The wealth of the top 1% in this country is
equal to the wealth of the bottom 953% of Americans in this country

History shows when vou get a big dispanity of the nich and the rest of

Amenca we're in trouble Every time in our history we recovered
democracy--the farmer. reforms around the turn of the century,
workers and conservers and women--we have improved our
country. Why? Because democracy works. Democracy is the best
way to solve our problems

And these corporations have got us on our knees They're basically saving, we're

goimg o downsize the middle class. we're £20ing o lay ott thousands of workers.
we're going to escape from this country to make more profit And this 1s what's

going on Here vou have banks--they give vou 3% interest on vour savings, they

charge vou 17 3% on vour credit card Thev charge vou 8 5% on vour mortgage
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Fheyv're making tons of money and--guess what?--whenever these big corporations
zet in trouble, what happens” They go to Washington for a batrlout. So the taxpayers
are bailing out these companes hke the savings and loan-- you're paying half a
tnllion dollars interest and principle in the next 25 vears to batl out a bunch of
crooks and speculators

The workers--how about this-—-Martin Marretta Lockheed merged recently Did vou
know the Pentagon allocated S31 mulhion of your tax money to pay for the bonuses

of a handtul ot the executives at the top, one of whom made S8 mullion in one vear”
\nd vou talk about welfare mothers with two kids who are trving to get a job but can't
find one, and 1f they do it's $4 25 an hour mmimum wage And these fat cats--we call
it Wall Street Socialism In other words, they capitahize the protits, but if they lose
vou pay  You pay through batlouts, give-aways, all kinds of corporate subsidies

PD: But we're gomna (o save money, Ralph. We're gonna ger those illeginmaie
babies off weltare. We're nor gonna give any money to teen age mothers. We're

gonna give it back to the stares. We're gonna make government lean and mean,

maore efficient, and our taxes are gong 1o go down as a result of 1

RN: And we're gonna make kids walk with bare teet, huh” What about these kids”
Listen. the entire federal government weltare programs. except tor Medicaid--1 don't
consider Medicaid welfare because all Western countries give umiversal health
msurance (health insurance 1s not considered weltare--in England. Japan, France.
etc )--apart from Medicaid 1t's 3 5 to 4% of the entire federal budget That's the
poverty programs--feeding programs, food stamps. Aid to Families with Dependent
Children

The corporate welfare budget--the give-aways of federal lands, minerals, the
guarantees, the batlouts. the inflated government contracts, the tax loopholes--are far
bigger You're paving far more for corporate welfare And what do we do? Thev say,
no. stop foreign aid You know there was a poll recently where people thought
foreign aid was 13% of the federal budget” It's 175 When they ask people, do you
want foreign aid. they sav. no We say. how much do vou think 1t should have” 5%
It's 1% You got to get the information

We're gomg to show--vou know. this multinational magazine that one of our
afhihates puts out that concentrates on what the tobacco. chemical. drug industry. o1
industry are doing to our jobs, and to our consumers and to our environment The
great thing about all this s aitizen action. Philois fun Democracy's the best way 1o
human happiness. and 1t Andrew Jackson--one of our earlyv presidents--once said. 1f
our country's 1n trouble. the answer 15 not less democracy, it's more democracy. The
more we lose control. the more concentration of power and wealth 1n fewer and
tewer hands. the more trouble we're i

PD: And isn'n ir curtons that argumenis or Siaiemenis against corporae

grecd st kinda fay there: You don't hear this o a campaign. You hear welfare
e abuse. You hear. throw the bums i the stammer. You hear that. And you
hear lower taxes. You do not hear about corporate greed. Wine should that be” |
asked Ralph one nnme why there're sa many conservatives on the air and so few
liberals. And m hus own way he sand because conservative crificize government,
and ltberals crincize corporations
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RN: And corporations advertise, and government doesn't

PD: And is Arthur Daniels Midland ioculated from review because they sponsor
the Sunday mornimg news talk shows’

RN: Of course Have you ever seen David Brinkley o1 Tim Russert or the others
talk about corporate crime, fraud and abuse? An when 1t comes to corporate crime,
corporate violence--toxie chemucals, workplace death, pushing tobacco on Iittle kids
to hook them tor hife-- street erime 1s about 28,000 homicides in this country
Medical malpractice alone in hospitals--according to the Harvard School of Public
Health Physicians study--take 80000 lives a vear Just in hospitals--that's more than
the combined death toll of motor vehicle crashes, homicides, and death by--

PD: And there are very fow autopsies, incidentally. They just cover them up and
wheel them out the back door. There is no autopsy. Why did this patent dic”?

RN: And furthermore, 1if someone savs to vou, what do think of when the three
words are crime, violence and weltare” We all think of the street We all think of
street crimes, poor welfare people standing in line for their checks--the biggest
crime, welfare and violence, comes from corporate misbehavior You have 420,000
people dving from tobacco-- they are all hooked. almost without exception, under
the age of seventeen Thirteen, twelve That's where thev hook them

You got 100,000 people dyving in workplace accidents--toxics. lead. benllium,
trauma, etc Y ou got 30,000 people dving trom air pollution alone 45,000 on
highwavs We've helped to reduce that That's one of the few problems we've

overcome Why? Because consumers banded together and spoke out

PD: Buiir's gonna get worse. Because the speed limit has heen--now we can go
above 33 You figure how deaths as a result of that?

RN: Department of Transportation sayvs 6300 more deaths, 20,000 total permanently
disabled a vear

PD: Because we're giving stares the oprion 1o raise the speed limnt. This audience
wants to question Ralph Nader: Incidentally, is he gomg to run for president this
vear” You mught want to ask um. We'll give von a chance o get in on this. This s

vour country. Your state. Fyervbody's alking about you. You're on the front page

of the newspapers all over America. Hev, what's not 1o love about New
Hampshire. 'm gonna kiss a baby myself while 'm here And we'll be back in just
a momeni

Ads Easy Spint walking shoe One-A-Day Vitamuns (for women) Lever 2000
deodorant body wash (for a new vou) Cars Yes (cut oft) Care Amenca 65+
(unhmited genenc prescription drugs) Don't muss the tour o'clock news (we stalk a

~Z.1‘LL"J
PD: Yos mci’am. You wanited 1o ava

Audience member 1: Yes, Ralph, we want vou to run for president. Are vou

(pause )



PD: Are vou runmng i New Hampshir

RN: No. I'm running on the Green ballot in California, and perhaps in Maine
And the 1dea 1s not 1o just do mc(put pohitics We've got to break ut\ the two-party
duopoly in this country. So many people are alienated from 1t Look, Perot gets

19 mulhion votes because he's None of the Above in 1992 So we're gomng to try to
zenerate more competition. No focus on the candidate as much as on broademing the
agenda How do we rebuild our democracy, that's the biggest 1ssue Giving voice and
power to voters--citizens, taxpavers, workers, consumers and shareholders. Those
are the five roles we've got to play--otherwase we just pack 1t in. These gant global
corporations wall twist our country, pit poorer countnes abroad against us under
these giant trade agreements, and there won't be much left of our nation

PD: Over here, pleas:

Audience member 2: I'm not sure if the New Hampshire primary 1s even that
relevant anymore | think Forbes has proven the point through using the airwaves that.
why come to New Hampshire, the whole point of it--to mux it up with people, to go
out and shake hands Well. Forbes cancelled an appearance at our college, New
England College, two days before he was scheduled to armve, and it was when he was
chmbing up n the polls So he probably asked himself. what's in 1t for me. and said
i's not worth it | may ship up | mean. imagine. a ciizen who's unpredictable asking a
question he can manufacture the answer to

RN: You know. New Hampshire's always had the tradition of holding the candidate’s
teet to the fire You know, retail campaigning--they've got to shake hands, they've got
to talk, they meet in hiving rooms with the candidates If the fool's gold of Steve
Forbes prevails here in New Hampshire, based on all this celluloid money on
Boston--mostly--TV stanons, 1t's just going to give the signal to the rest of the
country It's all over It's all who can get the thirty-second ad. who can get the slogan

I think we're better than that as a people | want to see New Hampshire be known as a
tough state, so these politicians when they're talking to one another are saying, hey.
these citizens are really orgamized Thev require us to meet in auditortums, they're
informed. they want to know what our record 15, not our rhetonic--what have you
done 1n the past” And New Hampshire 1s a tough state So in the next few days. don't
allow vourselves to be overwhelmed by this kind of cellulond campaigning You're

going to send that signal to the rest of the countn

PD: /he most oft-repeated polincal story in New Hampshire is the one about the
wenman who was asked by the press, are vou going 1o vole for George Bush? And
the Now Hampshire citizen said, Tdon't know: I've only met lum three times. Now
the fact is that is apparently a day that is ending. as mdicated by this young
waman's guestton. Why go 1o the coffee klaiches when vou can go on 17 and vou
gel vourselt a fead i the polis, as long as vou have an unlimited supplv of

Mo

RN: Sce. the citizens long betore the pnmary should al uet together, like the did in
the old town hall meetings, and develop a democracy agenda, and present it to the
candidates and sav. this 1s what we want vou to discuss We are summoning vou, the
candidates. to our town hall And instead. what the candidates do 1s parade in
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front--on TV--n front of the people, and it tweedle-dum, tweedle-dee, one
slogan--it's hke choosing e cream flavors And you know one thing about
pushing for stronger democracy. it brings out the best in us. Democracy
searches for the solutions that we have in this country--to energy. housing and
the economy. etc. We have these solutions The 1dea that people change jobs, they
can't get health msurance on thewr pre-existing athsma” Or high blood pressure? Is
there something m Furope that they know that we don't know” They've got universal
coverage So does Canada We've got to shape the campaign

PD: We are spending 832 hillron for cach B-2 bomber, bur we're angry at out
welfare mothers. [t does ook ke we're worried abonr the wrong things. [ don't
understand why we don't see more mdignation about corporate excess. We think
of a wmon member as a person who drinks coffee all day. And never give a
elance to the white-collar people. who are laying people off so therr stock will go
up and they get more dividends. Winy should this be? Labor is somewhere i the
neighborhood of 13 10 16790 of the population--it couddn’t he lower than it is now

RN: We're not making connections, Phil Look. there are taxpavers who are fed up
with that bailout to the Mexican dictatonal regime and their bilhonaire ohigarchs
Small businesses are fed up with these franchise agreements that bring them a kind
of modern form of feudalism. as Gordon Sherman who set up the Midas Muffler
franchise svstem admitted There are workers who see these fat cats at the top of
therr company making oft like bandits, while they're just thrown on the
unemplovment heap

We're not making connections, though For example, 1f we want a good budget for
drinking water satety in this country, for dealing with infectious diseases, for dealing
with childrens’ nutrition, for dealing with legal services for the poor--you know,
equal justice under the law--for dealing with the better repair of our highways and
bridges Why don't we sav this hey, the Republicans gave S8 billion more to the
Pentagon--a few weeks ago--than the Pentagon wanted. And the Pentagon
budget is now in the post-Soviet Empire days is almost as big as it was when it
was designed to deal with the Soviet threat.

PD: Butit's a works program. Ralph Fet's undersiand what tius 1s--

RN: But it doesn't create anvwhere near the number ot jobs that building houses.
bulding chimes, repaining our schools that are talling apart--when vou build
missiles you don't create a fraction of the jobs per billion dollars that you
create when you build public works. And people sav we've got 1o balance the
budget There are two simple ways 10 balance the budget Y ou cut the Pentagon
budget by bringing our boys back from Europe and Asia. Those countries are
perfectly able to defend themselves from Moldova and the Ukraine.

( Applause  on cue)

Pl]: \ i re frest whoen w moe back. We're in '.‘ w f 'JJH" sHPC WHR _.'I“',”'/r!h \t“ll r
We'tl be back m a moment

-

Ads Sears (will pav 82 tor a photo of vour kitchen in need of cabinet refacing, and
| retace vour cabinets tor tree if vou are chosen in a drawing Homeowners only
need applv ) GE i(new profile washer) Five o'clock news (we'll show vou what vou'll



be buving this Chnistmas)
PD: Yos ma'um

Audience member 3: | agree that people are looking tor somebody who's not really
a pohitcian to put in the White House [ think that people would like to see who

remembers what 1t was hike to hive paveheck to paveheck. and somebody who's got
SOME COMMmon sense

PD: Noovow condd use a nan-millionaire
Audience member 3: Exactly Not somebody with a silver spoon in their mouth
( Applause)

Audience member 3: If vou were to endorse someone in the Republican primary,
who would that be?

RN: [ don't endorse pohticians | just want to sav one thing The only person--and |
disagree with him on a lot of other 1ssues--the only person raising of global
corporate power over our jobs and standard of hving 1s Pat Buchanan *

(Weak applause)

PD: Adnd vou get a fence along the Mexican border, | think

RN: Well as I sav. 1 don't (laughs) agree with him on everything
PD: And. sir, yvou wanted to say

Audience member 4: Yeah, | think we're perhaps holding the election too soon But
Forbes hasn't won the election here in New Hampshire And New Hampshire voters
have been very astute in past elections and usually come up with a good candidate So
I think we had better wait untuil we see the results of the election betore we assume
that Forbes 1s going to be our candidate

PD: Your very thoughtful comment is on the record. You're quaite right, sir
{ Applause)
PD: Yos wur

Audience member S: Ralph | agree with just about evervthing vou're saving In fact |
voted tor vou in 92 From what vou sav 1t looks like Bill Clinton would be the best
person to do the things that would be done 1t 1t wasn't tor him we would have been
out of this deficit thing, and he's holding 1t up because of aird 1o education and the
weltare program And environment | think there's something to