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REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL

TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL CCUNSEL

DATE : MAY 10 18%

ANALYST: Jacques P. Andre’

I. COMMITTEE: Harris County Republican Party
(C00281634)

Olga Soliz, Treasurer
(1/31/96 to present)

Robert C. Pelfrey, Treaiurer
(7/15/94 to 1/30/96)

#8 Chelsea Place

Houston, TX 77006

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 11 CFR §106.5
III. BACKGROUND:

Receipt of Excessive Funds from Non-Federal Account for
Shared Activities

The Harris County Republican Party ("the Committee")
received excessive transfers-in from the Committee’s non-
federal account totalling $182,866 for shared activity
through the 1995 Mid-Year reporting period. Any amount that
fell outside 10 days before payment by the Committee and 60
days after payment by the Committee, was deemed excessive.

The transfers-in occur regarding three separate
fundraising events. The event titled "Texas Independence
Day" has a total non-federal share of disbursements, as
reported on Schedule H4, of §15,639. The total of the
transfers-in disclosed on Schedule H3 for this event is
$53,180, resulting in §37,541 in non-federal transfers-in
which occur outside the 70 day window for transfers
(Attachment 3).

] On January 31, 1996, the analyst received a facsimile from
Robert Pelfrey detailing an apparent discrepancy concerning the
dates of tenure of the Committee’s Treasurers (Attachment 2). Tte
analyst attempted to call Mr. Pelfrey on February 1, 1996, and
left a message informing him that if he wanted the letter to be
put on public record he must submit it by mail. Also on January
31, 1996, the Committee submitted an amended Statement of
Organization listing Ms. Soliz as the Treasurer.
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The event titled "Salute to Bill Archer" has a total
non-federal share of disbursements, as reported on Schedule
H4, of $2%,552. The total of the transfers-in disclosed on
Schedule H3 for this event is $157,629, resulting in $132,077
in non-federal transfers-in which occur outside the 70 day
window for transfers (Attachment 3).

The event titled "Project GOP Opportunity" has a total
non-federal share of disbursements, as reported on Schedule
H4, of SO. The total of the tranafers-in disclosed on
Schedule H3 for this event is $38,693, resulting in $38,693
in non- federal transfers-in which occur outside the 70 day
window for transfers. The total for non-federal transfers-in
that occur outside the 70 day window is $208,311 (Attachment
3.

On September 27, 1995, a Request for Additional
Information ("RFAI") was sent to the Committee referencing
the 1995 Mid-Year Report. The RFAI notified the Committee
that its report disclosed transfers-in received from the
non-federal account which occurred outside the permissible
transfer period. The RFAI recommended that the Committee
immediately transfer the total amount received outside the
70-day time period back to the non-federal account
(Attachment 4).

On October 6, 1995, Mr. Robert Pelfrey (then Treasurer)
called the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD") analyst to
inquire about the RFAI. The analyst explained the RFAI, and
informed Mr. Pelfrey that the Committee should correct the
excessive transfers-in by transferring the funds back to the
non-federal account as soon as possible (Attachment 5).

On October 17, 1995, the Committee submitted an amended
1995 Mid-Year Report to the Commission. This respornse
did not adequately address the problem of transfers-in fiom
the non-federal account that occur outside the 70 day window.
The only change on the amendment was the removal of a $25,445
transfer-in for the "Project GOP Opportunity" fundraising

event (Attachment 6). This leaves a total of $182,866
remaining in excessive transfers-in outside the 70 day
window.

On October 19, 1995, a Second Notice was sent to ths
Committee for failure to respond to the RFAI (Attachment 7).

rd [

The Committee'’'s Amendment was received at the Commission on
October 17, 1995 but it was not entered into the data base until
October 19, 1995; therefore, the Second Notice sent to the
Committee referenced the Committee’'s failure to respond to the
RFAI.
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On February 8, 1996, the RAD analyst called Ms. Clga
Soliz (Treasurer) regarding the 1995 Mid-Year Report and
amendment. The analyst informed her that the Commission had
sent an RFAI to the Committee on September 27, 1995, and that
the Commission had subsequently received an amendment on
October 17, 1995, but that this document failed to address
all of the excessive transfers-in previously reported. Ms.
Soliz told the analyst that she would talk to the necessary
people and would call back on February 13, 1996 (Attachment
8).

On February 13, 1996, the RAD analyst was contacted by
Denise (surname unknown), & representative of the Committee,
who was returning the analyst’s earlier call to Ms. Soliz.
She informed the analyst that there was a problem with the
previous treasurer, and that the Committee did not have any
old information. The analyst recommended she contact the
Office of Public Disclosure at the Commission to acquire any
missing documents. The analyst also informed her that
committees are required to keep records for 3 years. The
analyst emphasized that the problem with the excessive
transfers-in was very important and should be addressed as
soon as possible. The analyst outlined the problem, and
informed her that the Committee needed to transfer out or
amend the previous reports to correct the problem (Attachment
9).

On April 15, 1996 the RAD analyst was contacted by Ms.
Powers, a representative of the Committee, to ask if the
problems raised by the Mid-Year Report had been resolved.
She informed the analyst that the transfers in question never
happened, and had been reported by mistake. She agreed to
explain this in a letter and amend the reports as necessary
(Attachment 10).

As of this date there have been no further responses
from the Committee.
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. . Attachment 4 1
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION DATE 6MAYD6
1995-1996
COMRITTEE INDEX OF DISCLOSURE DOCUMENTS -~ (C) PAGE 1
COMMITTEE  DOCUMENT RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS # OF  MICROFILM
COVERAGE DATES PAGES  LOCATION
TYPE OF PiLER
HARRIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY 10 #CO0281634 PARTY QUALIFIED
CONMECTED ORGANIZATION: NONE
1995 MID-YEAR REPORT 286,615 134,698 1IANDS -30JUN9S 55 95FEC/986/1117
NID-YEAR REPORT - AMENOMENT 206,615 134,698 1JAN9S -30JUN9S 25 9SFEC/003/4489
REQUEST FOR ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION 1JANDS -30JUNDS 3 95FEC/999/0050
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1JAM9S5 -30JUN9S & 9SFEC/004/1782
YEAR-END 27,285 9,007 1JULSS -BIDECPS 41 D6FEC/025/4329
REQUEST FOR ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION 1JL95 -31DECTS 3 96FEC/035/3276
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1JUL9S -31DECTS & 96FEC/039/4233
| 1996 STATEMENT Of ORGANIZATION - AMEMDMENT 31JAN96 2 9AFEC/025/4325
| APRIL QUARTERLY 101,297 66,347 TIANDS -31MARDG 27 96FEC/043/2301
| ToTAL 415,197 0 292,052 0 164 TOTAL PAGES
i
|
|
| 28

All Reports Covering 1995 Activity Listed Have Been Reviewed.
Ending Cash-on-Hand as of 3/31/96: $127,528
Debts and Obligations Owed to the Committee as of 3/31/96: SO

Debt2 and Obligations Owed by the Committee as of 3/31/96: £0
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Robert C. “Bob” Pelfrey
12302 Whittington Drive
Houston, Texas 77077

713-938-9620

January 29, 1996

J.P. Andre, Reports Analyst
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Harris County Republican Party ACCOUNT# C 00281634
It has been called to my attention thas the FEC still has me listed as the treasurer for the Harris

County Republican Party (HCRP).

Please be advised that my term as treasurer ended on June 31, 1995, and that Olga Soliz
immediately assumed responsibility as the new treasurer of the HCRP on July 1, 1995.

Attached is the correspondence which discusses the cessation of my duties as HCRP Treasurer.

Please call me at 713-938-9620 if you have any questions. Betsy Lake, HCRP Chairman and
Olgn Soliz, HCRP Treasurer, can both be reached at 713-523-0491.

@:gc “Bob" Pelfrey

Attachments
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Robert C. “Bob" Pelfrey

12302 Whittington Drive
Houston, Texas 77077
713-938-9620

June 28, 1995

Mrs. Betsy Lake, Chairman
Harris County Republican Party
No. 8 Chelsea Place

Houston, Texas 77006

Dear Mrs. Lake:

In response to your June 19, 1995 ietter regarding my termination as Harris County Republican Party (HCRP)
Treasurer. My termination from the HCRP was due to th= decision made by you, as Chairman, and your pan-
time Executive Director.

1. After | submitted my resignation to you on March 28, 1995, you informed me that you would be
hard pressed 1o find a replacement for the job and asked me to remain as Treasurer. You aiso informed me that
you would ultimately be required to pay a bookkeeper 10 bandle the job.

Since you did not find a replacement for the job, I continued to maintain the books for the party. After
| submitted a bill to the Party at $20 per hour for the time that ] actually picked up a pen and did bookkeeping.
it became very apparent to me that the Party was willing so pay 8 bookkeeper, but unwilling to pay me. | must
say | was very disappointed by your executive decision, it appeared to me that the party is willing o give 20%
pay raises and a host of bonuses out 10 others; however, you and Mrs. Easterly were unable to sce why |
should be compensated for the time | actually did the bookkeeping — not for my mileage and time running
back and forth to the headquarters or 1o the bank.

2. Thus, my resignation is official effective June 30. 1995, as Olga Soliz has been appointed
Treasurer, effective July 1, 1995. The change in designated Treasurer forms must be filed by you prior to July
1. 1965.

3. All filings required by law under my term as Treasurer will be compieted and filed. They include
only the Federal Ethics Commission repont and the Texas Ethics Commission reports. The 2nd Quarter Federal
and State Payroll Tax Reports due on July 31 are the responsibility of the new Treasurer.

4 After all required reports have been filed on July 17, 1995, the following records will availabie for
pick up by the HCRP at my office located at 730 North Post Oak Road, Suite 400. Houston, Texas 77024: 1)
bank statements; 2) cred-t card equipment and supplies; and. 3) payroll records.

If you have any questions, | can be reached at the above numbers.

ey

Robent C. "Bob™ Pelfrey

AP W e dex
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Attachment #3

(Page 1 of 26)
il Nsiad

C coafle3¥

3. [[J s commities has quelifed as & mulicandidale
commities. (see FEC FORM M)

4. TYPE OF REPORT
(a3 JAee# 15 Guarterty Repon
g’muwm
[T]October 15 Guartery Rapen

D.I.nuuy 31 Yeer End Repont

[Jouty 31 Mid Year Repont (Non-siection Year Oriy)

[Jremination Repon

DTmaynpmM

Monthly Report Dus On:

[0 Febrnary20 [J June20 [0 Oclober 20
O Mexh20 0O a2 O Nevember 20
0 Ai20 ] August 20 [0 December 20
O Masy20 O September 20 [] January 31

eleciion on

(Type of Election)
in the State of

[[] trirtieth day repont lollowing the General Election on

(c)  ls this Report an Amendmens? | YES Mco
:umnv_ e COLUNN A meomm
5 (a) Cashon Hand Jenwery 1,19 2S_ 7////////////43 % 384
(b)  Cash on Hand at Beginning of Reporting Period $ ‘438} ////////////////
(€)  Tolal Recsiots (oM LIN® 19 ..o e oo e $ A86, o1~ |8 256,608

(d)  Sublolal (add Lines 6(b) and 8(c) for Cokann A and

Unes 6{a) and 8{c) for Column B)

4588480100 0EsURs mrmas v n

7.

Tolal Disbursements (from Ling 30 ......ccmeeiimnniiamae.

........................... $ 220,979 _|* R0 299

commn |5 (3,698 |8 /39, (498

Cash on Hand at Close of Reporting Period (sublract Line 7 lrom Line 6(d)) ... . $ /5S¢, 30| $ /56,301

Debts and Obligations Owed TO the Commitiee

(temize all on Schedule C and/or Schedule D) ...

10.

Debls and Obigations Owed BY the Commilies

(ltemize &li on Scheduie C and/or Schedule D)

$ For turther informetion contact:
shsavEiBasss st seEEN e F“TWW
$ 999 £ Strest, KW

........ Washington, DC 20453

© lcertfy thafIhavooxnmmdmmpmwwmobﬂdmymmmboumutm correct , Toll Froe 800-£24-0330

and complete. Local 202-219-242C
Type o Prini Name of Treasurer ~—, > .

[ FodERT C. PrcFesy
Signature of Treasurer Date

e ) ,>f'

C.

NOTE Submiseion of laise, erroneous, of iIncompiel

7y 7-85

may subjeci the person s:gning this Report o the penaies 0/ 2U S C §437p

i
!
L

| 1

-

| | FEC FORM 3X

I
1 | (revised /33)

FESANDSS

e
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NAME OF COVERING PERIOD
A‘?ﬂf/& Louoty MJ( 7¢44) m; /'/ ?S -30-95"
COLUMN A COLUMN 8
L Recelpts Total This Period Calendar Yoar
11 Contrdutons (other than ioans) From:
o IndvidualPersons Other Than Pollical Commitiees .
i hemzed (use Schedult A) ... 5. 3Y a5, 3¢ V(e
i Unemized.. . .. ... ST s e e —_— — ()&
i Towl..... I TS Y A 1T 25,37 1xE
b.  Poilical Party Commitines .. . i M — — 1)
D mwm(mnna) — —— 1)
PR T T — 1Y ¥ YT S A YL 25, 3/¢ "o
12 Transters memmm - - 12
13 AioansRecerved ... . _._ — 17
4. Lown Repaymenis Recoved ... ... ... 14
15 Oftsets To Operating Expendit.res (Refunde, Rebelss, eic.) 15
16  Retunds of Contridutions Made 10 Federal Candidates snd Other Polliical Comnmniliees ... . 16
17 Oher Federal Receipts (Ovidends, Interest, eic.) \ 17
18 Transters from Nonfedersl Account for Joint Acthaly .. Kel,301 ) K04, 3¢/ 18
19 ToaReCES . (300 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 168, 17, 200 18) > 286, e S/ 19
o 2 TouwlFevenl Reompts .. . (sublracting 18 from e 19) > RS531¥ 235, 37¢ 20
- L Disbursements
— 21 Operaing Expenditures:
’ o Shared Fegeral/™or-Federal Acilly (from Schedule H4)
- L Fedoral ShMM® . Yo, Yis YO, YIS 2vax)
O i Non-Feden Share .. NS Q¢ 283 QY283 2188
! e omarFmOpor:ngEm ............ —_ — 2
5 ¢ TowlOperating Expencases._ .. {adaiaiandt)>| /3¢ IE 237,698 21
Z:  Transles i© Altliated/Other PwCum__-__._. e e 2
N 23 Contbubons 1o Federa! Candidates/Commitises and Other Poliical Commitiess .. a
24 Indepercdent Expencitures (use Schedule ) . r}
D x anmwwxaumwmmpusc A 1aich) (use Schedue F) . 2
») 26 Loan Repayments Made _ e e e s it %
r 2 Rd.rcstornrbulomTo
. a  indvwduals/Persong Other Thar Poical Commiltees . .. X1}
O b.  Pokucal Party Commatiees S 22
¢ O PorfumJCommﬂees(msPACs) e i o S e 28]
d Total Contnbuton Refuras - (-ddn.bmdc)> 249
29 Omher Desbusements . N S 3
X Toa Dsbusements (300 21c, 22,23, 24, 25,26.27 280, a0 29) > | /39, 98 134 9% x
31 Toa Fedea Dsbursements .. {subtract ine 21 & i brom hne 30) > Yo, 4¢SS dO, ¥, < _T 3
M. Net Contributions/Operating Expenditures
R Toa Contrbutons (omer than lbans'romime 11d) .. | RS, 3!Y AS,31¥ ©
33 Tota Contmbuton Relunds (from ine 284) — T i |
34 Net Comrbutions (other 1har 045} sudtract ave 33 from 32 _ o-?é, iy G285, 314 4
35 Tl Fecera Oparaung Expendrures aoc 21 aranc 2° Dfn)i Q O*‘H__I,ST’ ] q ?Li" S-
¥ Ofsets 0 Operaling Expend 'ures (from bne 15 - R B ;:-f
LM OvegngBxpenctyres . _sbratine%momasi»| YO, 918 4O YIS |
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RECEPT SCHEDULE H) TRANSFERS FROM [T
(oechve /1) @ nonreperaL accounts @ Brge,?
FOR LINE 18

s

NAME OF COMMITTEE ) TOTAL AMOUNT

A AL Cou ~TY “RP,;WSL 1 €D /ﬂA eTy TRANSFERRED

NAME OF ACCOUNT DATE OF RECEIPT

Wow - FEvERAC Yr2)75~

T —— ——

BREAKDOWN OF TRANSFER RECE VED )

AlMN VOTER OIRECT FUND- EXEMET
| CRVE AMOUNT RAISING AMOUNT ACTVITY CREZY
o 0 CAND DATE
’ 7 I SuUPPLn”
i Totsl Agminstratve/Votes Drve A, 64/ 7 ]

%// “ 7 %/}f"/i,/;: //;,;
s)  Dwect Fundrasng (List Events-Amount for Each) ,4//,‘/ 7 5% 7 7 R
v 4 Vo
b %
0 7
) W

¢) Total Amourt Transterred For Dved! Fund:asing ;77

//"/,? > Z ‘I'[, ‘,. A
w) Exemp? Actwity/Owect Carddate Suppoad o, // %%//, /)

b

o
7 /

7
7

},’:{‘Z A
il
7%

2

o

5
<r {L:st Events-Amount For Each) B H o AR
> ) CiadiZ 4 _:

D) A, 7%
<) o 2 ) ¥

d % "/-z:/'

_ S

- 5 — 7

v e b | _ .

- Canddate Suppont ... . .. - r"/,:f///,/ ///Z’ L /
< NANE OF ACCOUNT CATE OF GECIF” |

~ AQ) - 7&55,«.«_ i ’/2—0/ 5T

’ BREAKDOWN DF TRANSEER 5277 L2-
t

. 17w ACTER DRECTFND- | Exiwe

T2 VE AMOUNT RASING AMOUN™ ACT s ™ Tims 2

— CANDIOATE

i) Towl Agmunstratve/Notes Drve - A2 é%//; SPRCR"

b} ¥ ///,; /;'// A
- Jodes 27 /, A
- 1) Dwect Fundraisng (Lis! Events-Amount for Ea 7 /4//,}//’5‘////,/ "

N\

NANANN

|

I ) o .J'/ s £ s
VAP, T y

A 3 B/ Y

. b) G 4 V. 77

| — i . i 1’ < oy

| c) I 7 _r(/ ,r/,}”/: s 77

| 0 77 IS

e) Total Amou~ Transterred For Diree Funcra = - A

Y
]

) 7% //%///// ,
w  Exempt Activty Twect Canavdate Supoo~ 4 i // 47/ //’//» //’(,._//“/ s
[List Events-Amount For Each ¥ 77 772 7777 ¥ 7
WL
a) _ 4 / G2 e 1
v s £ o 2 2 g
S p— IS 10107///1//// 1/
0 _ - bl 7
) o ) v )
' 4 Tianelirad Coe Examit Azt o T VL s
e) Tota A"m.,- a~slerred For Exampt ACt, ///é///,/// /’/ 7577 A
Candcata Suppon G4 s

"ZTALS FOR BREAKDOWN ¢ "RAN

AW N VOTER DIRECT F_»" I
5 AMOUNT I:A;-. " |

SUBTOTAL THIS PAGE > 079 |
! 4 —

— - -

TOTAL THIS PERIOC

-— —_— A e
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RECEIPT SCHEDULE H TRANSFERS FROM PAGL, |OF
(shecie 11191) @ ‘on-FeDERAL ACCOUNTS 9 pPage 4
FOR LINE 18
NAME OF COMMITTEE ' o TOTAL AMOUNT
M
%4///.5 /feu.J Ty Kepu A 0av 70A LTy TRANSFERRED
NAME OF ACCOUNT DATE OF RECEIPT

A/_-:,u- Fedecac ‘/30/95~
BREAKDOWN OF TRANSFER RECE'VED

ADMIN VOTER OIRECT FUND- £XEM="
DANVE AMOUNT RAISING AMOUNT ACTAV TY DIRECT
‘ CANDICATE

7 A
Py S_.l"f‘:E'
) Total Admwwstrawve/Voter Drve . XIS A
AR 5 BTG
57 // A
3)  Dwect Fundrasing (Lst Events-Amourt for Eacr //,/// / { 7
) V77 ikl
b) 7/ G
3] 7 G/ %
7 ,

P AN
o) Total Amount Translerred For Direc! Fundras g V7 7 A
S

777 %

7 ://IZ/I;, yPLI '/////f; /

2

») Exempt Actvity/Owect Candidate Suppor! :j’/f/
‘~ {Lst Events-Amount For Each) G

- a) ': 7777
- ») @
i )

- gl ¥
= ¢} Tot' Amount Translerred For Exempt Aty Dvex ;”%"
- Canccate SUpport .. . _ b7
o 7 NAME OF ACCOUNT /
~ N on - 77Eb££nu_
) Y
L
n i ADMN AVOTER DIRECT FUND-
" DR VE AMOUNT | RAISING AMOUNT
9 ; 7
g ) Tow AdmnstatveVoter Drve =3
T 7 T
: ) 770 /;/ 7
A R ) Dwect Fundrasing (Lsst Everts-Amount for £ac~ % j/,: 4 Z ////// 7
o 3 7x TrdEPLonExE DAY b 7777 /450 V
n ) ’/157; %
o BN
a 247
¢} Total Amount Transferred For Divect Fundra s ~g v AP
W a0 S
w)  Exemp? ActveyDuect Candidate Supoo~ g5 /; 7
[Lst Events-Amount For Each) b // 7%
C: - ) ] Z /", s 7 _'/’ / 4
b) W W5 L ,3
CJ - . ] s _.”’/4.‘, A / :
d}T =% . = __A wa— ,-’ /',, // 2 7 -'/ v |
e) Total Amount Transterred For Exempt At %y x y V5 7 Z J./f{;g;-
Cangcate Supoor 72877777,
; TITALS FOR BREAKDGWN DF TRANSH -
X -h.‘:‘ _:.T | -; ?-l.". AVEN_ M, '\
— +— 4
SUBTOTAL THIS PAGE sl o

/A48

— 4

TOTAL THIS PERIOD

FEOANID
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RECEWT SCHEDULE H3

TRANSFERS FROM

[eac, Tor

(onecwve 1/1/91) NON-FEDERAL ACCOUNTS . age 5’/
FOR LINE 18
NAME OF COMMTTEE - TOTAL AMOUNT
TRANSFERRED

f‘\
SRS (danTy  Repusciea mej

NAME OF ACCOUNT

o8 - FEDELAC

DATE OF RECE 7T

2—/2 2/75"

BREAKDOWN OF TRANSFER RECEIVED

ADM'N VOTER

) Total Aomnstratve Voler Drve 0 SUPPORY 7
V. 2 ;¥ 7’ /,/:J;-/’ /? §
. Fundrarsing (List Events-Amount for Each) /// /’,."'/ Z 7, //f Z
AT X IADEAJIFNCE DAy % 1is- E 7
b 7 WM
9] % Z
) 7

e; Tota Amou~t Transfered For Drrect Fundrasing

w) Exempt Actvty/Drect Canddate Suppon

OIRECT FUND-
CRIVE AMOUNT RAISING AMOUNTY

EXEMPT
ACTIVITY DIRECT
CANDIDA™E

77

/‘ 4%

N

2 Z 7 I
List Events-Amount Fo- Each F,/// 7 7 /,//‘//I Z ‘2;/}2}%/
@ /7 %
el B Zaiza
(4] 4;//7‘////7/ 7 Z — ] :
dl W ]
e Tolal Amour Trarsterrec For Exempt Actavty Drrec /// A
Cangaate Suppon N 2.
NAME OF ACCOUNT DATE OF RECET |
/i/:w - FEvnetac 2/.;»'/%’ .S 3,7¢0
i BREAKDOWN OF TRANSFER RZCEVEL

) Towa! Apmurest-atveVoter Deve

ADNN VOTER

\ DIRECT FUND- Exsvs"
| DS VE AMOUNT | RAISNG AMOUNT | aCTv v EzzT

/// // S

u ec! Fundrasing (List Events-Amoont for Eac”
477 L DEPEANEXE DAy

7207
;‘7 7

B

3,70¢ 7

‘
7, 7 7
o }/: 7

7
S5t
7g/4/:Aj//

) ] 77 //////&
9 /%

e Tota' Amount Transterred For Dvrect Funcras -3

i Exempt Actvry Direct Candhdate Suppon
15! Events-amount For Eacr

WD

2
%
V"

71

A )
v 7 s - ",’_,7',{ IS ISVLS. 5/
.

//’1‘"

a
dl
G

e) Total Amount Transferred For Exempt Actvty T

v

-
4
4
i/

i
E 2/ f// /7, ///;/
V707,

WA /5777 /ﬁ //;?;’/-?I {’/,",",.

3

/ ‘--_-
ey
7 A
%

SUBTOTAL THIS PAG

m

TOTAL TH'S PERIOD

TOTALS FORBREAKDC W

3 TRANSFER R

AT VOTER | DIRECT FLN %
o AMOUNT RASING AT N | .
- — —————
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95039841 ¥t SCHEDULE M3

TRANSFERS FROM

[a JE
Page ¢

teflectve 1/1A1) NON-FEDERAL ACCOUNTS ]
. . [ FOR LINE 18
e - TOTAL AMOUNT
ConaTTE TRANSFERRED

W/& dquf‘z ’}Cfuéc(‘ I

NAME OF ACCOUNT

Al - FEDegAc

DATE OF RECEIPT

2faz/5s5

S 9364

i)  Total Admnistratve/Nower Drve . . . . .

i)

b)
<)
)]

e) Total Amount Transterred For Dwect Funcraisng

Fundrasing (List Events-Amount for Each)
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. . Attachment 4
(Page 1 of 2)
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20463 RQ-2
Robert C. Pelfrey, Treasurer SEP 27 W%

Rarris County Regublican Party
Chelsea Place, §
Houston, TX 77006

Identification Number: C€00281634
Reference: Mid-Year Report (1/1/95-6/30/95)
Dear Mr. Pelfrey:

This letter is prompted by the Commission’s preliminar
review of the report(s) referenced adove. The review raise
questions concerning certain information contained in the
report(s). An itemization follows:

-The identification of each contributor, including the
person’s occupation and name of employer, must be
provided if the person has contributed in excess of $200
in the aggregate during the calendar year. Please amend
Schedule A supporting Line 1l1(a)(i) for each entry
lacking a contributor’s occupation and name of employer.

Note: 1If your committee has made attempts, either by a
written request or by an oral request documented in
writing to obtain this information from each
contributor, our committee may have exercised "best
efforts.”™ Under revigsed 11 CFR 104.7(b), such effort
shall consist of an initial clear and conspicuous
request for the name, mailing address, occupation, and
name of employer of each individual who has contributed
over $200 in the calendar year which informs the
contributor that the reporting of such information is
required by law. 1II necessary, your committee must make
a written follow-up request or an oral follow-up request
documented in writing, within thirty days with no
additional solicitation. Subsequently, the committes
should report any changes provided by the contributor or
any additional information which {s in the committee’'s
records. If you believe that your committee satisfies
the "best efforts"™ provision, {ou should provide a copy
of your solicitation or an explanation of the method(s)
used to obtain contribution information. Clarification
regarding "best efforts”™ should be disclosed during each
two year election cycle beginning with the first report
TTTZg_ln the non-election year. 11 CFR §104.3(a)(4)(4)




correcting the above problem(s)

|
|

|

o i T T T —

-Schedule H3 of your report discloses transfers received
from your non-federal account which occur outside the
permissible transfer period. Please be advised that
transfers for shared activity must be made within a 70-
day time period: no more than 10 days before ot 60 days
after the payment to the vendor. 11 CFR !!IUB-Slgil!I
and IUG.G!Q}E!) Please clari¥ the nature of these
transfers-in from the non—tederaf account.

The Commission recommendg that you immediately transfer
the total amount received by your federa account
outside the 70-day time period back to your non-federal
account. Although the Commission may take further legal
action concerning this prohibited s&ctivity, your prompt
action will be taken into consideration.

—

A written response or an amendment to your nriginal report(s)
should be filed with the Federal
Election Commission within fifteen (1S5S) days of the date of this

™ letter. If you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on
our toll-free number, (800) 424-9530. My local number is (202)
219-3580.

= Sincerely,

~

£}

'\- o

)‘ 3

. 251 Reports Analysis Division

2

o

2
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. ‘ Attachment *5

TELECON:

Date: 10/6/95
Analyst: J. Andre’
Contact: Bob Pelfrey

Subject: RFAI

Mr. Pelfrey, the Committee’s Treasurer, called the analyst
asking for clarification of the RFAI concerning the 1995
Mid-Year Report. The analyst explained that the Committee had
reported receiving transfers from their non-federal account that
were outside the permissible window for shared activity. The
analyst also informed Mr. Pelfrey that this amount should be
transferred back to the non-federal account as soon as possible.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, DC 20463 RQ-3

October 19, 1995

Robert C. Pelfrey, Treasurer
Harris County Republican Party
48 Chelsea Place

Houston, TX 77006

Identification Number: C00281634
Reference: Mid-Year Report (1/1/95-6/30/95)
Dear Mr. Pelfrey:

This letter is to inform you that as of October 18, 1995, the
Commission has not received your response to our request for
additional information, dated September 27, 1995. This notice
requests information essential to full public disclosure of your
federal election canmpaign finances. To ensure compliance with the
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act (the Act), please
respond to this request (copy enclosed).

If no response is received within fifteen (15) days from the
date of this notice, the Commission may choose to initiate audit
or legal enforcement action.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact J.P. Andre’ on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530
or our local number (202) 219-3580.

Sincerely,

(o AT —

John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division

Enclosure



TELECON:

Date: 2/8/96
Analyst: J. Andre’
Contact: Olga Soliz

Subject: Analyst initiated for Referral

The analyst called Olga Soliz, the Committee’s Treasurer,
and informed her that the Commission had sent a RFAI on 9/27/95
regarding excessive transfers from the non-federal account. Ms.
Soliz was also told that the Committee had filed an amendment to
the 1995 Mid-Year on 10/17/95, but that it had failed to
adequately address the problems mentioned in the RFAI. Ms.
Soliz said she would talk to the necessary people and call the
analyst back on 2/13/96.
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. . Attachment £9

TELECON:

Date: 2/13/96
Analyst: J. Andre’
Contact: Denise

Subject: Previous phone call of 2/8/96

The representative of the Committee told the analyst that
there were some problems with the previous treasurer and that
they were having difficulty finding any old information. The
analyst recommended she contact Public Disclosure for any
documents she might be missing, and also informed her that
committees are responsible for keeping committee records for 3
years.

The analyst then emphasized the importance of the problem
conce.ning excessive transfers, and that this should be
corrected as soon as possible. Tha analyst then outlined the
problem concerning the three evente on the Schedule H3s and H4s.
The analyst recommended the Committee transfer out all excessive
funds, and amend all necessary reports.
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. . Attachment #10

TELECON:

Date: 4/15/96
Analyst: J. Andre’
Contact: Pamela Powers

Subject: General

Ms. Powers called the RAD analyst to ask basic questions
concerning the Committee’s Year-End filing. She then asked if
the problems raised by the Mid-Year had been solved. The
analyst informed her that they were still outstanding. She
responded that the transfers in question had never actually
happened, and had just been reported by mistake. The analyst
told her that she needed to explain this in a letter, and amend
the reports as necessary regarding the "transfers". She said
she would.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.
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MUR 4438
Date Activated: 53196
Staff Member: Frinces B. Hagan

SOURCE: INTERNALLY GENERATED

RESPONDENTS: Hams County Republican Party
Olga Soliz, Treasurer

RELEVANT STATUTES 2 US.C §434(b)
2US.C. § 441b(a)
2U.S.C. §§ 441a(a)1XB)and (C)
2US.C. § 441a(f)
11 C.F.R. § 102.5¢aX1Xi)
11 C.F.R. § 106.5(d)
11 CF.R. § 106.5(D
11 CF.R § 106.5(g)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Referral matenials and indexes
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED None

L GENERATION OF MATTER

This manier was generated by referral from the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD").
According to the referral. the Hams County Republican Party ("the Committee”) and Olga Soliz.
as treasurer. received transfers-in from the Commitice’s non-federal account totaling $182,866 1n
excess of the non-federal account's allocable amount for shared activity  The excessive transfers

were made outside the permissible transfer pennod Based on an amendment filed after the referral
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date. 1t now appears that the central 1ssue here involves misreporting and not impermissible
transfers. '
IL N AL AN Si

Where a committee such as the Harms County Republican Party has established both a
federal and a non-federal account, “onlyv funds subject to the limitations and prohibiions of the
The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amendec ("the Act™), shall be deposited 1n such
separate Federal account.”™ 11 CFR. & 102.5(a)X1X1) Except for the limited circumstances
provided 1n 11 C.F.R. §§ 106.5(g) and 106.6(¢). no ransfers may be made to a federa! account
from anv other accounts maintained by the commitiee for the purpose of financing non-federal
elecuon acuvity. |d Contnbutions, disbursements or transfers from non-federal accounts of
registered commuttees that include corporate and labor organmizaton contributions or excessive

contrnbutions are 1n violation of the Act 2 U.S C §§ 441a)and 441a °

A state parnv committee that has established separate federal and non-federal accounts
must payv the entire amount of an allocable expense from its federal account and shall transfer
tunds from 1ts non-federal account to 1ts federal account solelv 1o cover the non-federal share of
that allocable expense 11 C.FR & 106.5(gK1x1) For each transfer of funds from a committee's
non-federal account to 1ts federal account. the commitice must itemize In its reports the allocable
activities for which the transferred funds are intended 1o pav. as required by 11 CFR

2 104 10tbu> 1T CER §106 Stgh2runA:

This maner was previousiy circulated 1o the Commission 1n a repon signed 7 2296 It was

withdrawn at the Commission meeting 7 30 96 10 assess the Comminee s amended repon

Unger Texas law, corporate and labor union monies mav be conmbuted to pohitica!
paries Texas law does not limit individual contnmbutions  Source Campaign Finance Law 94
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11 C.FR § 106.5(gX2XiiXB) provides that funds transferred from a communtee's non-
federal account to its federal account may not be transferred more than 10 days before or more
than 60 days after the paymen.s for which they are designated are made. Furthermore, if the
requirements of 11 C.F.R § 106.5(gX2XiiXA) and (B) are not met. any portion of a transfer from
a committee’s non-federal account to s federal account shall be presumed to be a loan or
contribution from the non-federal account to a federal account, 1n violation of the Act. 11 CFR.
§ 106.5(gX2Xm)

2 US.C. & 434(b) requires disclosure of all receipts. See 11 C.F.R. § 104.10(b)3).

According to the RAD referral, the Harns County Republican Party’s non-federal
account reportedlv transferred to the Commutiee s federal account $ 182,866 more than the non-
federal’s allocable share of fundraising disbursements durning the 1995 Mid-Y ear reporting period.
RAD questioned the transfers. noufving the Committee that non-federal transfers for the mid-year
penod occurred outside the permissible transfer penod. A Committee representative 1old RAD by
telephone that the excessive transfers had been erroneously reporied; that the transfers had not
actually been made The Commuittee did not file a umely. adequate response 10 inquines, and the
marter was referred See the RAD Referral at Attachment A

Shortly afier the referral date. but 10 months after the onginal repont was filed, the
Comminee amended the 1995 Mid-Year Repont wiathout explanation. elimating all but $]1.398 of
the excessive transfers  This amendment indicates that the Committee actually made excessive
non-federa! reimbursements — apparentls with impermissible funds — to 1ts federal account.

Therefore. because the violations
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occurred 10 a lesser degree than originally reported. this Office recommends that the Commussion
find reason to believe that the Harris County Republican Party and Olga Soliz. as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 441b(a) and 441a(f). and 11 CF.R. § 102.5(a)X 1X1) regarding this issue, but
take no further action.

The larger 1ssuc appears to be that for nearlv a vear the Committee substantively
misreported the amount of transfers from the non-federal account to the federal account ($182.866
-$1,398 = $181,468 misreported). 2 U.S.C. § 434(b). However, as the Committee has since
amended the repor 10 more accurately reflect the non-federal aliocation transfers. this Office also
recommends that the Commussion find reason to beheve that the Commitiee and its treasurer
violated 2 U.S C § 434(b). but take no further action in this matier. Finally, we recommend that
the Commussion close the file, and include an admonishment in the closing letter.

i RECOMMENDATIONS
1 Opena MUR
2 Find reason to believe that the Hams County Republican Party and Olga Soliz, as
treasurer, violated 2 US C §§ 434(b). 441bia) and 441a(f). and 11 CFR.
§102 Scaxixn
3> Close the file
4 Approve the appropnate letter

Lawrence M Noble
General Counse!

vl ) gfiu BY :\— Z’/Ezz; !:
Darte Lois G Lefner

Associate General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
RAD Referral

#96L-03 mLHZK}(B?

CERTIFICATION |

Harris County Republican Party
and Olga Soliz, Treasurer.

- e N

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Pederal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on August 19, 1996, the

Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following

actions in RAD Referral #96L-03:
1. Open a MUR.
2, Find reason to balieve that the Harris County
Republican Party and Olga Soliz, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. 8§ 434(b),

441b(a) and 44la(f), and 11 C.F.R
§ 102.5(a) (1) (1).

3. Close the file.

4. Approve the appropriate letter, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated August 13, 1996.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

8B-Q0-96 JNasrsei e, 7/ M
Date gtarjorie W. Emmons
Secr¥tary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Wed., Aug. 14, 199¢ 11:35 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Wed., Aug. 14, 1996 4:00 p.m.
Deadline for vote: Mon., Aug. 15, 1996 4:00 p.m.

bir
jx
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON D C 2046}

August 23, 1996

Olga Soliz, T
Harris County Republican Party
4046 Durness
Houston, TX 77025
RE: MUR 4438
Harris County Republican Party
Dear Ms. Soliz:

On August 19, 1996, the Federal Election Commission (“Commission™) found reason to
believe that the Harris County Republican Party and you, as treasurer (“Committee™), violated
2 US.C. §§ 434(b), 44ib(a) and 441a(f), provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended ("the Act”). The Commission also found reason to believe that the Committee
violated 11 C.F.R. § 102.5(a)(1Xi). However, after considering the circumstances of this matter,
the Commission determined to take no further action and closed its file. The First General
Counsel’s Report, which formed a basis for the Commission's findings, is attached for your
information.

The Commission reminds you that making excessive transfers from your non-federal to
your federal account and misreporting the amounts transferred appear to be violations of the Act.
Your client should take steps to ensure that this activity does not occur in the future.

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within
30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission’s vote. If you
wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon
as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt.

If you have any questions, please contact Frances B. Hagan, the staff member assigned to
this matter, at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

A o

l.ee Ann Elhott
Chairman

Enclosure

First General Counsel’s Report
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