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May 13, 1996

3o
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
=
: e S 3
To whom it may concern: = g2
I have recently received this mailer from a friend. It £ S72.%
an invitation from Floyd Coates, who is a former congressionaf® mSmm
candidate for the 9th District in Indiana. He and Congressma xS
- =

Hostettler are holding a fundraiser for the current 9th district
congressional candidate Jean Leising. &

9

As you can see, Jean Leising's campaign office is involved
because the RSVP is a toll free number at the Leising campaign
office.

I am writing to request that the Federal Election Committee
investigate this matter. It seems that there may have been a FEC
violation with this mailer. As you can see, there is no
disclaimer on the material. I would like to know if this is a
violation of Federal Election laws or rules. Please respond to
me at the address below. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Marvin Richey
P.0O. Box 55
Scottsburg, IN 47120




Dear Friend,

What are those freshmen Republican congressmen up to anyway?

Find out for yourself this Friday, May 17, 1996!

Indiana Congressman John Hostettler, from our neighboring 8th district, will be

in Scotisburg for a fundraiser for Jean Leising, candidate for Congress here in the Sth
district.

If you share my conservative, pro-family values, I know you’ll want to see and
hear these two medern patriots.

Congressman Hostettler &
Jean Leising for Congress
6:30 pm Dinner
Friday, May 17, 1996
¥Wnights of Columbus Hall
1460 N. Gardner, Scotisburg, Indiana
Donation $25

If we are ever to make progress toward our mutual goal of a more
compassionate, less intrusive government with lower spending and lower taxes and
away from our current status of a destructive welfare state bureaucracy with constantly
increasing spending and ever higher taxes, it will only be with your help.

As a personal favor to me, 1 ask you to0 join us for this histeric, orce-in-a-
lifetime event!

Yours truly,
Floyd Coates
P.S. Please call Dee Dee Kaiser at Jean Leising's toll free office number

1-800-807-6000 to reserve your seat.

998 N. 900 W., Lexington, Indiana 47138




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

May 21, 1996
Marvin Richey

P.O. Box 55

Scottsburg, IN 47120

Dear Mr. Richey:

This is to acknowledge receipt on May 20, 1996, of your letter dated May 13, 1996.
The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act") and Commission
Regulations require that the contents of a complaint meet certain specific requirements. One of
these requirements is that a complaint be swom {0 and signed in the presence of a notary public
and notarized. Your letter did not contain a notarization on your signature and was not properly
sworn 1o.

In order 1o file a legally sufficient complaint, you must swear before a notary that the
contents of your complaint are true to the best of your knowledge and the notary must represent
as part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred form is "Subscribed and swom
to before me on this day of , 19_." A statement by the notary that the complaint
was sworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient. We regret the
inconvenience that these requirements may cause you, but we are not statutorily empowered to
proceed with the handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory requirements are
fulfilled. See 2 US.C. § 437g.

Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "Filing a Complaint." | hope this material
will be helpful to you should you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the
Commission.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a 15 day period to allow you to
correct the defects in your complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the 15
day period, the respondents will be so informed and provided a copy of the corrected complaint.
The respondents will then have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the merits.
If the complaint is not corrected, the file will be closed and no additional notification will be
provided to the respondents.



If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Sincerely,

()
Ltha (Lo
Retha Dixon
Docket Chief

Enclosure

cc: Floyd Coates
John Hostettler
Jean Leising for Congress




Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

To Whom It May Concern:

I have recently received this mailer from a friend. It is an invitation
from Floyd Coates, who is a former congressional candidate for the 9th
District in Indiana. He and Congressman Hostettler are holding a fundraiser
for the current 9th district congressional candidate Jean Leising.

As you can see, Jean Leising's campaign office is involved because the RSVP
is a toll free number at the Leising campaign office.

I am writing to request that the Federal Election Committee ivestigate this

matter. It seems that there may have been a FEC violation with this mailer.
As you can see, ther is no disclaimer on the material. I would like to know
if this is a violation of Federal Election laws or rules. Please respond to
me at the address below. Thank you.

Sincerely

o

1 Wofte)
Marvin Richey

P.O. Box 55
Scottsburg, IN 47170
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May 9, 1996

Dear Friend,

What are those freshmen Republican congressmen up to anyway?
Find out for yourself this Friday, May 17, 1996!

Indiana Congressman John Hostettler, from our neighboring 8th district, will be
in Scotisburg for a fundraiser for Jean Leising, candidate for Congress here in the Sth
district.

If you share my conservative, pro-family values, I know you'll want to see and
hear these two modern patriots.

"Congressman Hostettler &
Jean Leising for Congress
6:30 pm Dinner
Friday, May 17, 1996
Knighis of Colunibus Hall
1460 N. Gardner, Scottsburg, Indiana
Donation $25

If we are ever to make progress toward our mutual goal of a more
compassionate, less intrusive government with lewer spending and lower taxes and
away from our current status of a destructive welfare state bureaucracy with constantly
increasing spending and ever higher taxes, it will only be with your help.

As a personal favor to me, I ask you to join us for this historic, once-in-a-
lifetime event!

Yours truly,
Floyd Coates

P.S. Please call Dee Dee Kaiser at Jean Leising’s toll free office number
1-800-807-6000 to reserve your seat.

998 N. 900 W., Lexington, Indiana 47138
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July 29, 1996

Federal Election Commission (T\ \{Zﬂ(l(l 25{)
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

P — SENSITIVE

I am writing in reference to my May 13, 1996 letter in regards to a
violation of federal election laws or regulations by the Jean Leising
for Congress campaign in Indiana.

Enclosed is a copy of a fundraiser letter sent for the Leising for Congress
Committee. I sent the original to the Federal Election Commission (FEC) omn
May 13, 1996. As you can see Jean Lelsing's campaign office 1s involved
because the RSVP number is a toll free number at Leising's campaign office.

. The invitation does not have the proper disclaimers required by law. No
other material was included in this mailer.

I am writing to request that the Federal Election Commission investigate
this matter. It seems that there are FEC violations with this mafiler.

I would like to know if this is a viclation of federal election laws or
regulations. Please respond to me at the address below. Thank you.

Sincerely,
7 N p
”;"Jcl-" It \ﬁ‘b 0
Marvin Richey 7

P.0. Box 55
Scottsburg, IN 47170

“Subscribed and sworn to before me on this :&;rday of » 1996.
, ,; 3

Karen Mains-Notary Scott County

» IN

My commission expires 9-14-98




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

August 9, 1096

Marvin Richey
P.O. Box 55
Scottsburg, IN 47170

RE: MUR 4430
Dear Mr. Richey:

This letter acknowledges receipt on August 5, 1996, of your complaint alleging possible
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The
respondents will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action on
your complaint. Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be sworn to in the same manner
as the original complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4430. Please refer to this
number in all future communications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

erely,

C olleean. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

August 9, 1996

Jim Saner, Treasurer
Jean Leising for Congress
P.O. Box 53
Batesville, IN 47006
RE: MUR 4430

Dear Mr. Saner:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that Jean
Leising for Congress (“Committee”) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this matter MUR 4430. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 135 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)XA) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling

complaints.
Si ly,
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc: Jean Leising




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20463

August 9, 1996

Floyd Coates
P.O. Box 457
Scottsburg, IN 47170

RE: MUR 4430
Dear Mr. Coates:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that you may
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of
the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4430. Please refer to this
number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should
be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)}(4)}(B) and
§ 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the Commission's procedures for handling

complaints.

Sipgerely,

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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August 20, 1996

Federal Elections Commissions
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

999 E Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20463
202-219-3923 fax 3=

q7 30y

Mr. Jim Saner, Treasurcr
Jean Leising for Congress
P.0. Box 53

Batesville, IN 47006
812-933-0423 fax

%. Ky so gi

RE: MUR 4430
dated - August 9, 1996
= postmarked-Sept. 12, 1996
received - August 20, 1996

Dear Ms. Sealander:
. I received a printed invitation to a Leising dinner.

Since the town is small and the hall is large I presumed it would
be an embarrassment to the candidate, if the hall was not filled.

I would estimate that I sent out approximately 400 notices to
people in our area.

This was done entirely at my expense, at my initiative without
the authcrization of the Jean Lelsing committee. Since I 45 not
run a political campaign I did not know of any requirement for a
published disclaimer.

If it makes everybody feel better, I would be happy to try to re-
construct the list of recipients of my letter and explain to them
that the letter of suggestion that they call Jean Leising's
widely published 800 number to reserve a seat, and tell everybody
that my letter was prompted, originated, and paid for by

Floyd Coates.




% %

Pg. 2

If there needs to be a declaration of the cost of what I did, I
would suggest that 32 cents plus eight cents equals 40 cents per
letter times 400 equals 160 dollars.

If I need to write a letter to all of these people again,
explaining my ignorance of the law and my lack of familiarity
with the wording of disclaimers, I would certainly appreciate any
guidance and or suggestions that you have, Ms. Sealander.

One other problem and/or suggestion with the mail situation.

As I noted above, if the governmant writec ‘letters on August 9,
postmarked September 12 and delivers on August 19, please have
mercy on us poor folks who are trying to respond within 15 days.

Yﬁmﬁtwuyﬁﬂ¥

=
e loy¢f Coates

/998 N. 900 W.
"  Lexington, IN 47138

——

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this /ytday of fi a,.u+ ,
1996.

County of residence “'("

(nofary public)

My commission expires
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August 23, 1996 = O 1Y
& eLae
™ %
Ms. Colleen T. Sealander o, )
Federal Election Commission ,3
999 E Street, NNW. -
Washington, DC 20463 &

Dear Ms. Sealander,

I am writing to respond to the letter dated August 9, 1996 from the Federal
Election Commission regarding MUR 4430.

Floyd Coates received an invitation to the May 17, 1996 event for our campaign.
In an independent effort to assist our campaign, Mr. Coates sent the letter in question to
people in his area. Mr. Coates’ letter was an independent expenditure. While we
appreciate Mr. Coates’ enthusiasm and support, the campaign gave no authorization for
the letter that was sent

I have attached a draft of a letter Mr. Coates sent to my office regarding MUR
4430. He will forward a copy of the letter to your office.

We apologize for the inadvertent error of one of our overzealous volunteers.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

G i

Jean Leising

A
Subscribed and swom to before me on this ga'_i_{ day uw. 1996.

{potary public)

Commission expires |39 b

P.O. Box 53 = Batesville, In 47006
812-933.0353 or 800-807-6000 » FAX 812-933-0423

w Congress, Jim Saner, Treasurer



August 20, 1996

Federal Elections Commissions
Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

999 E Street, NW

washington, D.C. 20463
202-219-3923 fax

Mr. Jim Saner, Treasurer
Jean Leising for Congress
P.O0. Box 53
Batesville, IN 47006

N 812-933~-0423 fax

<r RE: MUR 4430
dated - August 9, 1996

- postmarked-Sept. 12, 199§
received - August 20, 199§

Dear Ms. Sealander:

I received a printed invitation to a Leising dinner.
: Since the town is small and the hall is large I presumed it would
¥ be an embarrassment to the candidate, if the hall was not filled.

I would estimate that I sent out approximately 400 notices to
people in our area.

This was done entirely at my expense, at my initiative without
the authorization of the Jean leising committee. Since I do not
run a political campaign I did not know of any requirement for a
published disclaimer.

If it makes everybody feel better, I would be happy to try to re-
construct the list of recipients of my lettar and explain to them
that the letter of suggestion that they call Jean Leising's
widely published 800 number to reserve a seat, and tell everybody
that my letter was prompted, originated, and paid for by

' Floyd Coates.

AUG-20-199 17:44 812 7s2 5155 93X P.A2
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Pg. 2

If there needs to be a declaration of the cost of what I did, T
would suggest that 32 cents plus eight cents equals 40 cents per
letter times 400 equalas 160 dollars.

If I need to write a lstter to all of these people again,
explaining my ignorance of the lawv and my lack of familiarity
with the wording of disclaimers, I would certainly appreciate any
guidance and or suggestions that you have, Ms. Sealander.

One other problem and/or suggestion with the mail situation.

As I noted above, if the government writes letters on August 9,
postmarked September 12 and delivers on August 19, please have
mercy on us poor folks who are trying to respond within 15 days.

Yours truly,

Floyd Coates
998 N. 900 W.
Lexington, IN 47138

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this __ day of -
1996,

County of residence _

~ (notary public)

My commission expires

P.a3
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION, Ty
Ik J
In the Matter of )
)
)  ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY
;

R cowSEUSREONT

L INTRODUCTION.

The cases listed below have been identified as either stale or of low
priority based upon evaluation under the Enforcement Priority System
<r (EPS). This report is submitted to recommend that the Commission no

longer pursue these cases.

I1. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSURE.

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Action Relative to Other Cases
Pending Before the Commission

EPS was created to identify pending cases which, due to the length of their
pendency in inactive status or the lower priority of the issues raised in the
‘matters relative to others presently pending before the Commission, do not
warrant further expenditure of resources. Central Enforcement Docket (CED)
evaluates each incoming matter using Commission-approved criteria which
results in a numerical rating of each case.

Closing such cases permits the

Commission to focus its limited resources on more important cases presently

pending before it. Based upon this review, we have identified 28 cases which do




not warrant further action relative to other pending matters.! Attachment 1 to

this report contains summaries of each case, the EPS rating, and the factors
leading to assignment of a low priority and recommendation not to further

pursue the matter.

! These cases are: MUR 4419 (Weinzapfel for Congress); MUR 4423 (Davis for Congress); MUR 4424
(Nevadans for “Spike™ Wilson); MUR 4429 (Delahunt for Congress); MUR 4430 (Jean Leising for
Congress); MUR 4431 (Engel for Congress); MUR 4433 (Delahunt for Congress); MUR 4437 (DiNicola
Jor Congress Committee); MUR 4440 (Sue Kelly for Congress); MUR 4450 (National Treasury
Employees); MUR 4452 (Mid-Suffolk N.O.W.); MUR 4455 (City of Milwaukee); MUR 4456 {Jackson
Mint Ltd.); MUR 4457 (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services); MUR 4458 (KMA-AM Radio);
MUR 4461 (Americans For Freedom Of Choice PAC); MUR 4462 (Ellen O. Tauscher); MUR 4464
(Norwood for Congress), MUR 4465 (Lincoln for Congress); MUR 4469 (Moseley-Braun for Senate);
MUR 4475 (Manpower Temporary Services, Inc.); MUR 4479 (Owens for Congress Committee); MUR
4482 (Mike McCormack for Congress); MUR 4487 (Citizens for A Strong America); MUR 4488 (Ortiz for
Congress); MUR 4489 (Gill for Congress); MUR Pre-MUR 338 (Richard Chrysler Inc.); and Pre-MUR
339 (Mammel & Associales, Inc.).




We recommend that the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and direct closure of the cases listed below, effective May 19, 1997. Closing these

cases as of this date will permit CED and the Legal Review Team the necessary

time to prepare closing letters and case files for the public record.




IL ECOMMENDATI .
A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective May 19, 1997, and

approve the appropriate letters in the following matters:
1. Pre-MUR 338
2. Pre-MUR 339
B. Take no action, close the file effective May 19, 1997, and approve the

appropriate letters in the following matters:

1. MUR 4419 10. MUR 4450 19. MUR 4465

2. MUR 4423 11. MUR 4452 20. MUR 4469
= 3. MUR 4424 12. MUR 4455 21. MUR 4475
i 4. MUR 4429 13. MUR 4456 22. MUR 4479

5. MUR 4430 14. MUR 4457 23. MUR 4482
= 6. MUR 4431 15. MUR 4458 24. MUR 4487

7. MUR 4433 16. MUR 4461 25. MUR 4488

8. MUR 4437 17. MUR 4462 26. MUR 4489

9. MUR 4440 18. MUR 4464

Tifer bty
6at¥ - Lawrence M. Noble

General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
)
Enforcement Priority. )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 5-0 on May 12, 1997, to take the following actions with
respect to the General Counsel's May 6, 1997 report on
enforcement priority:

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file
effective May 19, 1997, and approve the
appropriate letters in the following matters:

1. Pre-MUR 338
2. Pre-MUR 3139

B. Take no action, close the file effective
May 19, 1997, and approve the appropriate
letters in the following matters:

MUR 4419 10. MUR 4450 19. MUR 4465
MUR 4423 11. MUR 4452 20. MUR 4469
4424 12. MUR 4455 21. MUR 4475
MUR 4429 13. MUR 4456 22. MUR 4479
4430 14. MUR 4457 23. MUR 4482
MUR 4431 15. MUR 4458 24. MUR 4487
MUR 4433 16. MUR 4461 25. MUR 4488
4437 17. MUR 4462 26. MUR 4489
MUR 4440 l8. MUR 4464

:

VodoaundwNnpe

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and
Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

S-18-9Y ' MZJ/M/

Date 7 arjorie W. Emmons
Secre¥ary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Tues., May 06, 1997 2:45 p.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Wed., May 07, 19%7 11:00 a.m.
Deadline for vote: Mon., May 12, 1997 4:00 p.m.

bijr



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20463

May 19, 1997

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Marvin Richey
PO Box 55
Scottsburg, IN 47170

RE: MUR 4430
Dear Mr. Richey

On August 5, 1996, the Federal Election Commuission received your complaint alleging
certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”).

Afier considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commuission closed its file in this matter on May 19, 1997. This
matter will become part of the pubhc record within 30 days

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the Commussion's dismissal of
this action. See 2 US.C. § 437g(a)8)

Sincerely,

Supervisory Attorney
Central Enfércement Dochet

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4430
JEAN LEISING FOR CONGRESS

Complainant Marvin Richey states that former congressional candidate Floyd
Coates, of Indiana’s 9th District, sent out a flier soliciting attendance at an event which
would serve as a forum for Congressman John Hostettler to announce his support for
candidate Jean Leising. Mr. Richey alleges that the flier bore no disclaimer. The
complainant also alleges coordination between Mr. Coates and Jean Leising for
Congress (the “Committee”) as the reservation number listed in the flier is the
Committee’s toll free number

Respondent Floyd Coates responds that, upon receipt of a printed invitation to a
dinner for Ms. Leising, he decided to send approximately 400 community members
notification of the event. He did not affix a disclaimer, as he claims no knowledge of
the need to do so. He asserts that he prepared the flier at his own expense in order to
save the candidate the embarrassment of a small turnout in a small community’s large
hall. Mr. Coates asserts that the ideas to distribute the flier and include Ms. Leising’s
phone number were his alone, and denied any coordination on this matter with her
committee.

Respondent Jean Leising states that Mr. Coates’ flier was an independent
expenditure to assist the Committee which neither she nor the Committee authorized.

T'his matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

May 19, 1997

Jim Saner, Treasurer
Jean Leising for Congress
P.O. Box 53

Batesville, IN 47006

RE: MUR 4430
Dear Mr. Saner

On August 9, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonial discretion and to take no action against Jean Leising for Congress and
you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commuission closed its file in this
matter on May 19, 1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
1s now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote
If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
addimonal matenals, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record wher.
received

If vou have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, 1(800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 219-3400

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Turléy
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4430
JEAN LEISING FOR CONGRESS

Complainant Marvin Richey states that former congressional candidate Floyd
Coates, of Indiana’s 9th District, sent out a flier soliciting attendance at an event which
would serve as a forum for Congressman John Hostettler to announce his support for
candidate Jean Leising. Mr. Richey alleges that the flier bore no disclaimer. The
complainant aiso alleges coordination between Mr. Coates and jean Leising for
Congress (the “Committee”) as the reservation number listed in the flier is the
Committee’s toll free number.

Respondent Floyd Coates responds that, upon receipt of a printed invitation to a
dinner for Ms. Leising, he decided to send approximately 400 community members
notification of the event. He did not affix a disclaimer, as he claims no knowledge of
the need to do so. He asserts that he prepared the flier at his own expense in order to
save the candidate the embarrassment of a small turnout in a small community’s large
hall. Mr. Coates asserts that the ideas to distribute the flier and include Ms. Leising’s
phone number were his alone, and denied any coordination on this matter with her
committee.

Respondent Jean Leising states that Mr. Coates’ flier was an independent
expenditure to assist the Committee which neither she nor the Committee authorized

T'his matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 20463

May 19, 1997
Floyd Coats
P.O. Box 457
Scottsburg, IN 47170

RE: MUR 4430

Dear Mr. Coats

On August 9, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutonial discretion and to take no action against you. See attached narrative
Accordingly. the Commission closed its file in this matter on May 19, 1997

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) 12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commuission’s vote.

If you wish to submit any factual or legal matenals to appear on the public record, please do so
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
addimional matenals, any permussible submissions will be added to the public record when
received

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone
number, 1(800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number 1s (202) 219-3400

Sincerely,

F. Andrew Tafrley
Supervisory Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative
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MUR 4430
JEAN LEISING FOR CONGRESS

Complainant Marvin Richey states that former congressional candidate Floyd
Coates, of Indiana’s 9th District, sent out a flier soliciting attendance at an event which
would serve as a forum for Congressman John Hostettler to announce his support for
candidate Jean Leising. Mr. Richey alleges that the flier bore no disclaimer. The
complainant also alleges coordination between Mr. Coates and Jean Leising for
Congress (the “Committee”) as the reservation number listed in the flier is the
Committee’s toll free number.

Respondent Floyd Coates responds that, upon receipt of a printed invitation to a
dinner for Ms. Leising, he decided to send approximately 400 community members
notification of the event. He did not affix a disclaimer, as he claims no knowledge of
the need to do so. He asserts that he prepared the flier at his own expense in order to
save the candidate the embarrassment of a small turnout in a small community’s large
hall. Mr. Coates asserts that the ideas to distribute the flier and include Ms. Leising's
phone number were his alone, and denied any coordination on this matter with her
committee

Respondent Jean Leising states that Mr. Coates’ flier was an independent
expenditure to assist the Committee which neither she nor the Committee authorized.

I'his matter is less significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission
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June 9, 1997

Mr. F. Andrew Turley
Supervising Attorney
Federal Election Conmission
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Mr. Turley:

I am writing to express my concerns about your decision to take
no action on my complaint against Jean Leising for Congress (MUR 4430).

I had filed a complaint with the FEC last August, contending that
a flier soliciting attendance at a fundraising event for Jean Leising
did not include the appropriate disclaimer. Mr. Coates, the individual
who mailed the flier, advised the Commission that the flier was mailed
independent of the Leising Campaign, and the Leising Campaign supported
that contention.

I appreciate that the Commission has made its decision on this
matter, but I wanted to register my concerns with the comments
attributed to Mr. Coates and the Leising Campaign. I find it very
hard to believe that Mr. Coates did not coordinate his efforts with
the Leising Campaign in this instance, and regret that the Commission
did not impose penalties on the Leising Campaign.

I have two observations about this matter.

First, 1 am amazed Mr. Coates would suggest he did not coordinate
the flier with the Leising Campaign and that he would claim no
knowledge of the need to affix a disclaimer to the flier. Mr. Coates
is a sophisticated political actor. He is an activist in the
Republican Party in Indiana and nationally. He has run for Congress
twice in the Ninth Congressional District, and has contributed to
Republican candidates throughout the country. His fundraising efforts
were even documented in the New York Times last month (see attached) .
It is not credible that Mr.

Coates -- a good friend and supporter of

Ms. Leising -- simply used the Leising Campaign phone number without

her knowledge or authorization.

Second, I am equally amazed tl
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campaign office received all contributions.

I continue to believe that the Coates’ flier did not comply with
fedaral election law, and that the Leising Campaign should have been

penalized for the mailing. I request that you put Mr. Coates, Ms.
Leising, and Leising campaign officials under ocath, under penalty of

perjury, and ask them the appronriate questions.

1 appreciate having this opportunity to provide my additional
comments on this matter.

Sincerely,

M. £

Marvin Riche
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