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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the follo:ing exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
coLmmercial or
financial information

(5) Internal Documents

Signed

date

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investigatory
files

(8) Bankirna
In formation

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

'Op. :

FEC 9-21-77

414le 4 f/ 44z-

a



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON,I 0S.. 20463

August 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT TED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On August 16, 1978, the Commission voted to terminate its
investigation in MUR 443(77). A copy of the Commission's deter-
mination and the General Counsel's Report is enclosed for your
information. Accordingly, the Commission intends to close its

0D files in this matter.

77 Thank you for your cooperation.

William C. 0j e
General Counsel

Enclsoures:

Conission certification
General Counsel' s Report

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.
Covington and Burling
888 Sixteenth St., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on August 16,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to

take the following actions in the above-captioned:

1. Take no further action on the issue of
N in-kind contributions to Citizens for

NReagan by the Florida Friends of Reagan
in excess of the limits of 2 U.S.C. S441a.

2. Take no further action on the issue of
possible corporate contributions to
Citizens for Reagan by Tommy Thomas
Chevrolet, Inc.

3. Close the file.

4. Send the letter attached to the General
Counsel's Report dated August 11, 1978.

Commissioner Aikens was not present at the time of

the vote.

Attest:

DaSt6 Marjorie W. E-mons-

S retary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 8-11-78, 3:32
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 8-14-78, 9:00



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMhMONS J& _

Commissioner Tiernan's Comments
Regarding MUR 443, General
Counsel's Report dated August 8,
1979

AUGUST 16, 1978

Attached is a copy of Commissioner Tiernan's

vote sheet with comments regarding the above-named

document.

Attachment;
Vote Sheet

EWEV. 19 ,

(7

N-_



43 HIU0. TALLY c,=r.,

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N\AV.
WASHVNCTON. D.C. 20463

Date and Time Transmitted: 9;,q) AUGUST /, 1978

--4

Commissioner 'LC-L. ro-r.

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY: q.'0
AUGUST /6, 1978

MUR No. 443 (78) - General Counsel's Report dated 8-11-78

( V.< I approve the recommendation

( ) I object to the recommendation

COMMENTS: U.

tA~ trY'4

Date: Qli___17J3 Signature: P~b&-k 0. Tcuvr~cu~-i

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER

UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS RECEIVED. PLEASE

RETURN ALL PAPERS NO LATER THAN THE DATE AND TIME SHOWN ABOVE TO

THE OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY. ONE OBJECTION PLACES THE ITE"1
ON THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AGENdlA.

ev-01cfaz
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

General Counsel's Report

I. Allegations

This matter involves the question of whether

certain expenditures made by Florida Friends of Reagan

("FFOR") for the purpose of influencing the candidacy

of Ronald Reagan were in-kind contributions to the

Citizens for Reagan Committee ("CFR") rather than in-

dependent expenditures as reported by respondent. Also

involved is the question of whether certain expenditures

made by Mr. L. E. Thomas on behalf of CFR were initially

paid from the corporate checking account of Tommy Thomas

Chevrolet, Inc., and later reimbursed by CFR, constituting

a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441b.

III. Background

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason

to believe that FFOR may have violated 2 U.S.C. 441a in

making independent expenditures in support of the candidacy

of Ronald Reagan. On that date the Commission authorized

a subpoena for oral deposition to Mr. Thomas and an Order

for production of documents to CFR, pertaining to $610.57

in reimbursed expenses incurred by Mr. Thomas on behalf

of CFR.



0 -2-

On April 17, 1978, we received from CFR copies of

receipts submitted by Mr. Thomas for reimbursement.

III. Investigation and Analysis

1. Independent expenditures made by FFOR

on June 29, 1978, we deposed Mr. L. E. Thomas,

Chairman of FFOR and Florida Chairman of CFR. In his

deposition and in interrogatories previously submitted to

the Commission, Mr. Thomas stated that he became Florida

Chairman of CFR on November 20, 1975, the date on which

Governor Reagan announced his candidacy. He continued in

N this role until after the March 9, 1976, Florida primary

^N1

election. Mr. Thomas stated that following the Florida

primary election all Florida offices of CFR were closed

with the exception of a small office maintained in Orlando,

Florida which was within the office of the Committee's

accountant and kept open for the purpose of retiring debts

incurred by the committee during the primary campaign.

N After March 11, 1976, Mr. Thomas had o~nly infrequent con-

versations with CFR personnel and only with regard to

closing Florida offices and retiring debts. National campaign

strategy was not discussed and Mr. Thomas was not thereafter

involved with the principal campaign committee of Governor

Reagan.

Following his involvement with CFR, Mr. Thomas

determined that there was need for additional support for

Governor Reagan in subsequent primary elections and formed
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the Florida Friends of Reagan Committee. To construct

this additional support, Mr. Thomas solicited contributions

by telephone from his friends and from supporters of

Governor Reagan. He then contacted Long Advertising and

instructed them to place advertisements in Wisconsin news-

papers advocating the election of Governor Reagan. The

only contact between Mr. Thomas and CFR regarding these

Wisconsin expenditures appears to be a telephone conversation

with David Keene, southern coordinator for CFR, in which

Mr. Keene attempted to dissuade Mr. Thomas and FFOR from

making such expenditures on the assumption that these news-

1 paper advertisements would be counter-productive to the

1! campaign strategy of CFR.

Mr. Thomas appears to be the sole active member of FFOR,

aside from those individuals who contributed to the committee.

All contributions to FFOR were solicited by Mr. Thomas in

personal or telephone conversations with friends and associates

who were supporters of Governor Reagan. All expenditures

Nof the Committee were designed, authorized and implemented

by Mr. Thomas. In short, Mr. Thomas was the entire committee.

The question of the independence of FFOR expenditures

arises from Mr. Thomas' dual role as chairman of FFOR and

Florida Chairman of CFR. While Commission regulation

11 CFR 109.1(b) (4) (i) (B) would now preclude Mr. Thomas from

making independent expenditures in support of Ronald Reagan

due to his prior activity in connection with CFR, this

regulation was not in force at the time of the expenditure.

Further, it appears that Mr. Thomas made a reasonable attempt
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to comply with the Act by contacting his local attorney

to determine whether such expenditures were prohibited.

Upon receiving legal counsel that such action was not pro-

hibited by the Act, Mr. Thomas proceeded to form FFOR and

make expenditures in support of Governor Reagan without the

cooperation of Mr. Reagan's principal campaign committee,

and with complete disregard to the advice given by Mr. Keene

of that principal campaign committee.

It is our belief that the activities of Mr. Thomas

and FFOR would be prohibited by the Commission's present

standards for independent expenditures. However, these

N standards had not been formulated at the time of the activities

of Mr. Thomas and FFOR. Further, Mr. Thomas appears to have

attempted substantial compliance with the Act. In light of

these circumstances, it is the recommendation of the Office

of General Counsel that the Commission take no further action

and close the file on the issue of independent expenditures

made by FFOR.

2. Expenditures by Mr. Thomas reimbursed by CFR

On July 14, 1976, Mr. Thomas received $610.57 in

reimbursed travel and office expenses from CFR. In response

to an Order, CFR sent to the Commission copies of checks and

receipts submitted by Mr. Thomas for reimbursement. Information

gained from examination of these documents and from the

deposition of Mr. Thomas indicates that certain expenses

incurred by Mr. Thomas in his role as Florida Chairman

of CFR were initially paid from the corporate checking
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account of Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., and later

reimbursed to Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., through

Mr. Thomas, by CFR. Documentation provided to the

Commission by CFR shows a total of $119.78 paid to three

companies by Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. The checks

submitted to CFR had the notation "Reagan Comm." printed

on the stub.

Information gained from the deposition of

Mr. Thomas indicates that Mr. Thomas chose to use his

corporate account to pay certain CFR expenses because

of his travel schedule. Bills for various expenses would

Nfrom time to time be received while Mr. Thomas was out

of town. When this would occur, they would be paid from

the corporate checking account and later reimbursed by

Mr. Thomas.

While these transactions appear to constitute

a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441b(a) as corporate funds were

nused to advance payment to certain companies on behalf

Nof CFR, it is the recommendation of the Office of General

Counsel that the Commission take no further action with

regard to this matter as all funds advanced through

Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. have been reimbursed and

the amount of money in question totals only slightly in

excess of $100.

IV. Recommendations

1. Take no further action on the issue of

in-kind contributions to Citizens for Reagan
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by Florida Friends of Reagan in excess

of the limits of 2 U.S.C. 441a.

2. Take no further action on the issue of

possible corporate contributions to

Citizens for Reagan by Tommy Thomas

Chevrolet, Inc.

3. Close the file.

4. Send the attached letter.

Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



COVINGTON & BURLING ,

888 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

TELEPHONE -n coos
(802) 4,3-6600 18 AUG 4Iii~1 'TaL: 6-593

warrgWos vIaCT DIAL NUMBER CABLE COVLINO

(202) 452-6418

August 2, 1978

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.-
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

Enclosed herewith are airline-ticket and taxi-
cab receipts for Mr. L.E. Thomas, incurred for his travel
from his home to Washington, D.C., for his deposition at
the Commission. Mr. Thomas was able to obtain only one
taxicab receipt (in the amount of $4.50), but his return

Nfare to National Airport was the same amount.

Accordingly, Mr. Thomas' total expenses were
his air fares ($165.00) and taxicab fares ($9.00) for a
total of $174.00. You may mail the Commission's check
directly to Mr. Thomas, or send it to me for forwarding.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

N, John R. Bolton 6"

Enclosures
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COVI.bGTON & BURLING
1-1'i SIXTE[ HTH STREET, N. WN

WTAtHINGrON, D.C. 20006

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
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COVINGTON & BURLING

888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N, W.

WASHINGTON,D.C. 00ooo JUL28 4: 3 1
TELEPHONE TWX: 710-082-OOO

(ZOz) 452-6000 TE-LCX: 00-593

*,,.,€ DIRECT DIAL NUMBER July 28, 1978 CAU.,. COVLII,

(202) 452-6418

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Pursuant to your invitation, made at the conclusion
of the deposition of Mr. L.E. Thomas in this matter on June 29,
1978, we would like to make some additional comments regarding
MUR 443 (77).

We believe that Mr. Thomas' deposition fully
(supports the answers to the Commission's interrogatories

enclosed with my letter to you of January 16, 1978. The
June 29 deposition transcript, page after page, demonstrates
the independence of the activities of Florida Friends of
Reagan (hereafter, "FFOR"). Mr. Thomas explicitly testified
that he did not discuss with Governor Reagan, Senator Laxalt
or Messrs. Sears or Keene or any State chairmen of Citizens
for Reagan any aspects of the Citizens for Reagan national
strategy. (Dep. tr. 8, 10, 14-15, 22, 55) In fact, his only
discussions with these individuals on any matters apart from
the Florida primary were on a casual basis. (Id.) Mr. Thomas
testified further that he did not discuss the activities of
FFOR with any Citizens for Reagan personnel. (Id. at 29, 42)
He had no campaign responsibility for Citizens for Reagan
after the Florida primary. (Id. at 18-21, 43)

Moreover, Mr. Thomas made it plain that FFOR was
entirely his own idea and that FFOR was financed by contribu-
tions from friends and associates. (Id. at 35) No Citizens
for Reagan mailing or fund-raising list-s were used. (Id.)
There was no connection between any advertisements utilized
in Florida by Citizens for Reagan and the advertisements run
in Wisconsin by FFOR. (Id. at 31) Wisconsin was chosen by
FFOR as the primary State in which to run the advertisements
because it was the first primary scheduled after Mr. Thomas



COVINGTON & BURLING

William C. Oldaker
July 28, 1978
Page 2

conceived the idea of establishing FFOR. (Id. at 36) Mr.
Thomas was contacted by only one staff member of Citizens
for Reagan to discuss the Wisconsin advertisements, and Mr.
Thomas told that person that the advertisements were "none
of his damn business." (Id. at 40) Finally, Mr. Thomas
once again confirmed that he consulted with an attorney in
Florida prior to having the advertisements placed in Wisconsin
newspapers. (Id. at 27-28)

As I stated in my letter to you of January 16,
the circumstances surrounding the activities of FFOR provide
compelling reason for the Commission to find that no viola-
tion of the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, (here-
after, "FECA") took place. Our views in this regard have been
strengthened by the substantial factual differences between
this case and the conciliation agreement entered into between
the Commission and Mr. Peter F. Secchia (MUR 321(76)):

(1) Mr. Secchia's activities in 1976 on behalf
of Friends of the First Family nearly all occurred
after the effective date of the FECA Amendments of
1976. Mr. Thomas' activities on behalf of FFOR, by
contrast, were undertaken during the period following
the Supreme Court's decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424
U.S. 1 (1976), when the state of the FECA was, to say
the least, in turmoil and uncertainty.

(2) After March 22, when the Commission's execu-
tive powers were suspended because of the Court's re-
fusal to extend any further its stay of the January 30
decision in Buckley, no advisory opinions could be
sought from the Commission. Once again, Mr. Secchia's
case is different; his activities took place when he
could have requested an advisory opinion on behalf of
Friends of the First Family.

(3) At the time of Mr. Thomas' activities, there
were no Commission regulations publicly available, even
in draft form. Proposed regulations were not available
until May, 1976. While Mr. Secchia could have taken
these proposed regulations into account, Mr. Thomas did
not even have the benefit of draft proposals.

(4) In the General Counsel's report on the MUR
involving Mr. Secchia, there is an extensive list of
contacts, both written and oral, between Mr. Secchia
and personnel of the President Ford Committee. No



COVINGTaN & BURLING0

William C. Oldaker
July 28, 1978
Page 3

such list could be compiled for Mr. Thomas. His only
contact with any CFR personnel after the Florida pri-
mary was for the limited purpose of handling matters
relating to wrapping up the campaign.

All of these facts demonstrate the uniqueness of
Mr. Thomas' situation. In this case, the Commisson need not
address questions of statutory construction or the interpreta-
tion of its regulations. As a matter of fact, Mr. Thomas's
actions on behalf of FFOR were completely independent from
Citizens for Reagan to the best ability of anyone in March,
1976, to understand and comply with the "independence" re-
quirements.

Moreover, we do not believe that anyone who observed
Mr. Thomas' demeanor during his deposition on June 29 could
reach any conclusion other than that the activities of FFOR
were totally independent of Citizens for Reagan. His credi-

N bility is unimpeachable.

There is no warrant on this record to continue
this MUR further, and it should be dismissed forthwith. A
dismissal on these facts would not establish a precedent that

r7*1 would pose problems for the Commission in future enforcement
actions. To the contrary, any result other than a dismissal
here would result in a very substantial injustice, and would

-Y serve no legitimate law-enforcement purpose. We would be more
than happy to consult further with you or your staff if you
have any questions.

Sincerely yours,

x"John R. Bolton



COVINGTON & BURLING
* 888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

HAND DELIVER TO:

William Co Oldaker, Esq.General Counsel
Federal Election Commission1325 K Street, N.W.Washington, D.C. 20463

JUL"
31



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIR[I, I N.W

July 18, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 443 - Interim Report dated 7-14-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 7-17-78, 12:30

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 3:30 p.m., July 17, 1978.

As of 4:00 p.m. this date, no objections have been

received in the Office of Commission Secretary to the

Interim Report.

Commissioners Aikens, Springer, Staebler, and Thomson

returned their papers by the deadline.

CC
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan )MUR 443 (77)

Interim Report

This matter concerns the question of whether certain

expenditures made by Florida Friends of Reagan ("FFOR") were

in fact independent as reported by respondent. Also involved

in this matter are certain expenses incurred by Mr. L. E. Thomas,

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida Chairman

of Citizens for Reagan, on behalf of Citizens for Reagan.

The expenditures in question may have initially been paid by

Mr. Thomas through a corporate checking account and later

o reimbursed by Citizens for Reagan.

On June 29, 1978, the General Counsel's Office deposed

Mr. Thomas. Upon receipt of the transcript of this deposition

we will submit to the Commission an analysis of this matter and

recommendations as to its disposition.

William U. 0lda er
General Counsel

Date



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

June 13, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 443 (77) - Interim Status Report dated 6-12-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 6-12-78, 3:30

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 9:00 a.m., June 13, 1978.

There were no objections to the Interim Status Report.
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*ORE THE FEDERAL EIECTION COMMISON

In the Matter of

Florida Friends of Reagan
MUR 443(77)

Interim Status Report

This matter concerns the question of whether $14,771.40 in expenditures

made by Florida Friends of Reagan ("FFOR") for the purpose of supporting

the candidacy of Ronald Reagan were in-kind contributions rather than

independent expenditures as reported by respondent. An additional

question involves the nature of $610.57 in reimbursed expenses incurred

by Mr. L.E. Thomas, Chairman of FFOR, on behalf of the Citizens for

Reagan Committee while Mr. Thomas was serving as Florida Chairman of

the Citizens for Reagan Committee.

The General Counsel's Office has schedueled the deposition of Mr.

Thomas for June 29, 1978. Following that deposition, we shall present

to the Commission an analysis of the information received and recommendations

as to the disposition of this matter.

D te William C. 0 daker
General Counsel

c0

Tr



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

June 8, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

After consultation with your attorney, John R.
Bolton, we have established the date of your deposi-
tion. Enclosed is a subpoena requiring your attendance
for oral deposition on June 29, 1978, at 1:00P.M. at
the Federal Election Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul
Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202/523-4175.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Enclosure

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.
Covington and Burling
888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

* FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan ) To Appear for Deposition

Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

7responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

cReagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan. "

Professional Reporting Services

Your deposition shall take place at 321 mgnolia Ave. . on
Panama City, Florida 32401

~February 24, 1978, at 10 AMj.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this S,/ day

of , 1978.

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

Iarjora.- W. Emmor <

Scroe6,ry to tho Commission



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of 
) 

Subpoena
Florida Friends of Reagan )TO 

Appear for Deposition

) Upon Oral Examination

)) MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th StreetPanama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission pursuantto 2 U.S.C. § 4 3 7d(a)(3), you are hereby subpoenaed 
to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission 's investigationOf 
Your

responsibilities 
and activities 

as Chairman of Florida Friends of
Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.The scope of the deposition 

will include, but not necessarily
be limited to, Your activities 

as Chairman of Florida Friends of
Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, Your work
for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-ment, and communications 

between yourself and persons connected
with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman ofFlorida Friends of Reagan. Federal 

Election 
CommissionYour deposition shall take Place at 1325 K StreetNW

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M. gon DC 20463

the Chairman of the Federal Ele-.tion Commission
has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C.tIon

of June 1978.o"'

Ch airman

ATTEST:

aSecret y to the Commission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

June 6, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBPOENA IN RELATION TO MUR 443

The attached subpoena, approved May 3, 1978, has

been signed and sealed this date.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

CERTI FICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on May 3, 1978, the Commission

determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation of the

General Counsel to take the following actions in the above-captioned

matter:

0o 1. Proceed to depose Mr. L. E. Thomas.

2. Defer making a determination on the question of
possible violations of 2 U.S.C. Section 441b.

Commissioner Aikens was not present at the time of the vote.

UMarjorie W. Emmons
co Date: May 4, 1978 Secretary to the Commission

N*_



* EXECUTIVE SESSION
May 3, 1978

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

April 25, 1978

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan )MUR 443 (77)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

Background and Evidence

This matter was internally initiated by the General

Counsel's Office. In the course of examining documents

submitted during the investigation of an unrelated MUR, it was

noted by a member of the staff that one of the documents men-

tioned that L. E. Thomas and Florida Friends of Reagan had

made independent expenditures on behalf of the candidacy of

Ronald Reagan.

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to believe

that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated 2 U.S.C. S44la

in making independent expenditures in support of the candidacy

of Ronald Reagan. On February 9, 1978, the Commission issued

a subpoena for oral deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman

of Florida Friends of Reagan, and Florida Chairman of Citizens

for Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for Reagan to

produce records pertaining to the activities of Mr. Thomas for

which he received $610.57 in travel reimbursements from

Citizens for Reagan on July 14, 1976.

On February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's Office agreed

to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the receipt of

the information from Citizens for Reagan. On April 17, 1978,

the documecnts were received by the Commission (Attachment I).
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Upon review of said documents, it appears that certain

expenditures made by Mr. Thomas, and reimbursed by Citizens

for Reagan, were drawn from the corporate account of Tommy

Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., indicating a possible violation of

2 U.S.C. S44lb.

Further, in his answers to the Commission' s interrogatories,

dated January 16, 1978, Mr. Thomas maintained that all operations

of the Florida Citizens for Reagan Committee terminated on

or about March 11, 1976.11 However, examination of the

subpoenaed documents received from Citizens for Reagan indicates

that Mr. Thomas made expenditures, and was reimbursed by Citizens

for Reagan, for rental of a car on March 28, 1976, and May 19,

1976, airline tickets on May 18, 1976, and for gasoline and

automotive expenses on March 22, April 15, and April 22, of

1976. All of the above expenditures were made after the date

of the Florida primary election, the date on which Florida

Citizens for Reagan purportedly ceased activity, and on or

after the date that Florida Friends of Reagan received its

first contribution.

As a result of the information gained from the documents

obtained from Citizens for Reagan, it is the recommendation of

the General Counsel's Office that we proceed to depose Mr. Thomas

regarding his activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan. Possible

1/ Florida Friends of Reagan received its first contribution on
March 28, 1976, according to statements filed with the
Commission.
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communications between Mr. Thomas and members of Citizens for

Reagan staff while Mr. Thomas was serving in his capacity as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan, and the nature of the

account on which checks were drawn in payment for expenses

incurred on behalf of Citizens for Reagan, and later reim-

bursed by Citizens for Reagan, should also be examined.

Counsel for Mr. Thomas has requested that he be able to

see the documents submitted by Citizens for Reagan. This

office does not object to the request and intends to make

these documents available to respondent. We believe that the

Commission should defer making a determination on the question

CO of possible violations of 2 U.S.C. S44lb in connection with

checks drawn on the Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. account until

after the deposition of Mr. Thomas.

Recommendation

1. Proceed to depose Mr. L. E. Thomas.

2. Defer making a determination on the question of

possible violations of 2 U.S.C. §441b.

Dat William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A., P.A "' -

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

4706 HIGHLAND AVENUE
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014 .... " ;AU

13 I

TELEPHONE
(301) 652.0560

April 12, 1978

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Citizens for Reagan

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

In correspondence dated April 4, 1978, Ed Meese, an attorney asso-
ciated with the Citizens for the Republic, requested that I forward to

1141 you documents relating to a check for $610.57 issued on July 14, 1976
by Citizens for Reagan, to L. E. Thomas.

After a review of papers and documents of Citizens for Reagan, I

located the material which I have enclosed concerning the disbursement
mentioned above. I am forwarding said material to you at the request
of Ed Meese. If you have any questions on this matter, please communicate
with me.

cSincerely,

Henry M. Buchanan

HMB: pw
Enclosures
cc: Ed Meese

801848

HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A.
DAVID L. ZIMMER, C.P.A.
MICHAEL C. REMER. C.P.A.
J. CRAIG DEFI3AUGH. C.P.A.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREEI NW.
WASHINGTOND.C. 20401

April 12, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS

MUR 443 (77) - Interim Report signed by the
General Counsel: 4-7-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 4-10-78, 11:47

The above-mentioned document was circulated to the

Commissioners on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 12:00,

April 11, 1978.

As of 2:00 p.m., this date, no objections have been

received in the Office of Commission Secretary to the Interim

Report.
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--- ------ 
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COM2MISSION

Tn the Matter of)
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

INTERIM REPORT

On February 8, 1978, the Commission issued a subpoena

for deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman of Florida

friends of Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for

Reagan to produce records pertaining to the activities of

Mr. Thomas for which he received $610.57 in travel reimburse-

ments from Citizens for Reagan on July 14, 1976.

On February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's Office

agreed to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the

receipt of the information from Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Ed

Meese, general counsel of Citizens for the Republic (formerly

Citizens for Reagan) telephoned on February 27, 1978 and

said the organization had been unable to locate the particular

Nrecords at its main records storage area and would have to

search at several other locations. On April 4, 1978,

Mr. Meese, telephoned and said that the information requested

from Citizens for Reagan finally had been located and should

be received by the Commission by April 7, 1978.
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Upon receipt of these records, we will reschedule the

deposition of Mr. Thomas.

Date WTlliami C. Oldaker

C,

C.7

On%



HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A.. P.A
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

4706 HIGHLAND AVENUE
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014

P~P~
HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A.
DAVID L. ZIMMER. C.P.A.
MICHAEL C. REMER. C.P.A.
J. CRAIG DEFIBAUGH. C.P.A.

B018(,8

TELEPHONE
(301) 65.O505

April 12, 1978

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Citizens for Reagan

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

In correspondence dated April 4, 1978, Ed Meese, an attorney asso-
In ciated with the Citizens for the Republic, requested that I forward to

you documents relating to a check for $610.57 issued on July 14, 1976
by Citizens for Reagan, to L. E. Thomas.

After a review of papers and documents of Citizens for Reagan, I
located the material which I have enclosed concerning the disbursement
mentioned above. I am forwarding said material to you at the request

C of Ed Meese. If you have any questions on this matter, please communicate
with me.

N Sincerely,

Henry M. Buchanan

HMB:pw
Enclosures
cc: Ed Meese

I



Item ed Expenditures f-T of -°f

/ 
Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers LINE NUMBER 20

/Vecion ornmss~an 
I Use separate schdulets) for each

/K,toeo. N.Io- for Lines 20. 21, 22, and/or 23 of FEC Form 3 nmed le f) ).

,4sreineton. D.C. 20463 
(see instructionS on back)

Name of Candidate or Commitle in full

Citizens for Reagan

ull Na m,, mailing addres- 0 fl ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expm

day. year) lute this period

Southern Hlell Telephone Expense 7/14/76 167. 96

85 Annex
Atlanta, GA 30385

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Pu~rpose of Expenditure Date (month. Ao nunt of each expen

day. year) lure this period

Winter Park Telephone Company

P. o. Box 4000 Telephone Expense 7/14/76 267.81

Winter park, Florida 32789
Puros o ExenitreDate Imonth. Amount of each expe

Full Name. mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expendtueture this period

Club Rudo

322 Alexander Street Luncheon Expense 7/14/76 240. 03

Mt. Dora, Florida 32757

00
PTI Name. mailing address and ZIP code 

Purpose of Expenditure Dae 1moth. A ount of each ex

Pb! a e.roiig d resc1ay 
year) ture this per od

The Graphics 
House

p. o. tiox 1535 Photocopying Expense 7/14/76 110.24

Winter Park, Florida 32789

Full Name. rriling address and ZIP code 
Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expi

day. year) ture this period

Jim Blake Office Supply, 
Inc.

C1 P. 0. Box 127 Furniture Rental 7/14/76 41.60

Winter Park, Florida 32789

PN Name. mailing address and ZIP code 
Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each ox;

WitraeSur 
day. year) ture this period

Wintergate Square

1350 Orange Avenue Office Rent 7/14/76 208. 00

Winter Park, Florida 32789

Full.Narre. mailing address and ZIP code 
Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each ex

L. E. Thomas

P. o. 13ox 490 Reimbursed Traveling

Panama City, Florida 32401 and Office Expenses 7/14/76 610.57

Full Name. railing address gnd ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date r(month. Amount of each e

day. year) ture this period

Margarct McClure

3892 N. 30th St. Xeroxing L Printing 7/17/76 21.74

Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
7/28/76 13.10

ISubtotalof e x dit s this page (optional) ....................................................... 
. s 1,681.05
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HENRY M. BUCHANAN, C.P.A., P.A.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
4706 HIGHLAND AVENUE
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463



Eo McSc s :
ATT0RNEY AT LAW

9001 GROSSMONT BOULEVARD

LA MESA, CALIFORNIA 02041

17141 401-0331"" "° 8 APR: !I PM

4 April 1978

Mr. Henry M. Buchanan
Certified Public Accountant
4706 Highland Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Dear Hank:

As we discussed on the telephone yesterday, it is
my understanding that you have located and have in your
possession the invoice and supporting documents relating
to the Citizens For Reagan check, dated 14 July 1976, in
the amount of $610.57, issued to L. E. Thomas.

Please send a photocopy of these documents as soon as
possible to Mr. Paul Lovejoy, Federal Election Commission,
1325 K. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.20463, as they are
needed by the Commission in regard to its inquiry number
MUR 443 (77). Please also send a copy of the materials,
and any accompanying communication sent to the FEC, to
me at the above address.

I am informed that time is of the essence on this mat-
ter for the FEC, so your immediate action on this will be

o greatly appreciated.

oThank you for your assistance in this matter.

N Sincerely,

<11

cc: $aul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission

CERTIFIED MAIL
Return Receipt Requested



ED MEESE .-.
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PM .IA
9OO GROSSMONT BOULEVARD

LA MESA, CALIFORNIA 92041 
w,

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, DC 20463



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

March 15, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS C A(r A

SUBJECT: MUR 443 (77) - Interim Report dated 3-7-78
Signed by General Counsel 3-10-78
Received in Commission Secretary's
Office - 3-10-78, 3:16

The above-mentioned document was circulated to theo

Commissionerson a 24 hour no-objection basis at 12:30,

March 13, 1978.

No objections were received in this office to the Interim

Report on MUR 443 (77).

(C
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Before the Federal Election Commission

March 7, 1978

In the Matter of)
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

Interim Report

On February 8, 1978, the Commission issued a subpoena for

oral deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman of Florida Friends

of Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce

Srecords pertaining to the activities of Mr. Thomas for which he

N received $610.57 in travel reimbursements on July 14, 1976.

On February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's Office agreed

to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the receipt of the

infcrmation from Citizens for Reagan. In a subsequent telephone

conversation with Ed Meese, General Counsel to Citizens for the

SRepublic (formerly Citizens for Reagan), Mr. Meese indicated that

N% the Committee was attempting to locate the required information,

but because the records were maintained in storage in several dif-

ferent locations, it would require searching through numerous

boxes of materials to find the appropriate documents. Mr. Meese

indicated that he anticipated that the subpoenaed documents would

be forwarded to the Commission by March 8, 1978.

Upon receipt of this information, the General Counsel's

Office will reschedule the deposition of Mr. Thomas.

Date Willia C, 0Ol'ker
General Counsel
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PROFESSIONAL REPORTING SERVICE

/U--1er.1aa/Lm?aoa Sda~a' R4s4l9
,g~jgt'avA~/4~Z'kop

*C
FED)EF /AL LLcEClON

321 MAGNOLIA AVE.

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA

'18 FEB 16 '

February 13, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

ATTN: Office of General Counsel

This will confirm that the Counsel for the Federal Election
Commission has scheduled a deposition to be taken on the 24th
of February, 1978, at 10:00 A.M., in the conference room of

cthe Professional Reporting Service, 321 Magnolia Avenue,
Panama City, Florida, 32401.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTING SERVICE.

/ 7James . Giles
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

LT1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

February 16, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John R. Bolton, Esquire
Covington & Burling
888 Sixteenth Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Bolton:

This letter is to confirm your telephone con-
versation with Paul Lovejoy of our staff on
February 14, 1978, in which we agreed to a possible
change in the date of Mr. Thomas' deposition pend-
ing receipt of documents from Citizens for the
Republic, formerly Citizens for Reagan, pertaining
to a $610.57 travel reimbursement paid to
Mr. Thomas by Citizens for Reagan on July 14, 1976.

In the event that these documents have not
been received at the Commission by February 22, 1978,
we will contact you and arrange another date for
Mr. Thomas' deposition.

Since ely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

4 O0 T1OAI
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S FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D.C. 20463
February 13, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Ronald Reagan, Chairman
Citizens for the Republic
1253 Seventh Street, Suite 200
Santa Monica, California 90401

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Reagan:

The Federal Election Commission is conducting an
investigation of the "independent expenditures" of
Florida Friends of Reagan in connection with your presi-
dential candidacy in 1976.

In furtherance of our investigation, the Commission
has issued an Order requiring your committee to produce
all documents, records and information pertaining to the
dates, location and nature of Mr. L. E. Thomas' activities
on behalf of Citizens for Reagan for which he received
payment totaling $610.57 on July 14, 1976.

The Commission is required to conduct its investiga-
tion expeditiously. Therefore, your response should be
sent to the Federal Election Commission within ten days of
your receipt of the enclosed Order.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul Lovejoy,
the staff member assigned to thismatter, at 202/523-4001.

Sincer ly yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

( ,)
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BEFORE THE FIUDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 443

Florida Friends of Reagan

'TO: Citizens for the Republic
formerly, Citizens for Reagan
1253 7th Street, Suit 200
Santa Monica, California 90401

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(1), requires that you produce

for inspection by the Commission all documents, records and

information relating to payment in the amount of $610.57 made

by Citizens for Reagan on or about July 14, 1976, to Mr. L.E.

Thomas, including the nature, place and date of services

0 provided by Mr. Thomas in connection with such payment. These

materials shall be submitted to the Federal Election Commission,

1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463, Attention: Office

of General Counsel, within ten days of your receipt of this Order.

Co

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

Mar'Jor (e !4 Emmons
Secretiy to the Commission
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BEFORE THE 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COMMISSION

In the Matter 
of 

) MUR 443

Florida Friends 
of Reagan 

)

TO: Citizens for the 
RepubliC

formerly, Citizens for Reagan

1253 7th Street, 
suit 200

Santa Monica, 
California 

90401

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission, 
pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §437d(a)(1), requires that you produce

for inspection by the Commission all documents, records and

information relating 
to payment in 

the amount of 
$610.57 made

by Citizens 
for Reagan on 

or about July 
14, 1976, to Mr. L.E.

Thomas, jI4r the nature, place 
and date of services

Thomas, incvi e-1r.T as in connection with such payment. These

provided by mr- Thoms 
t the Federal Election Commission,

materials shall be 
submitted tothd 

erAEetionoio

1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20463, Attention: 

office

of General counsel, 
within ten days of your 

receipt of this order.

Thomas E. Harris

Chairman

ATTEST:.

Man~re W.Emmons
Marjor Emmo s i
SecretY to the 

Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 k S1RI.I. I NW.
WASHING ION D.C. 20463

February 13, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On January 16, 1978, we received your response to
the Commission's interrogatories in the above matter.
After careful review, the Commission has determined
that it will be necessary to take your deposition.

Therefore, the Commission has issued the enclosed
subpoena requiring your appearance for deposition.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul
Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202/523-4001.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.

6 - 7
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan ) To Appear for Deposition

Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. S 437d(a)(3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which 'you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan. Federal Election Commission

Your deposition shall take place at 1325 K Street, N.W.Washington, DC 20463

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Ele'!tion Commission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this day 4

of June , 1978.

Joan D. Aikens
Chairman

ATTEST:

larjo7 w. Ei-mons
Secret to the Commissione



UNITED STATES OF AM4ERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan ) To Appear for Deposition

) Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florda riens o Reaan.Professional Reporting Services

Your deposition shall take place at 321 Magnolia Ave. , on
Panama City, Florida 32401

February 24, 1978, at 10 AM.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this S'jt41. day

of ,1978.

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

-- I

I



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on February 8, 1978, the

Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation

of the General Counsel to take the following actions in the

above-captioned matter:

co 1. Issue a subpoena pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(3)
requiring the attendance of Mr. L. E. Thomas for oral
deposition.

2. Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(1)
requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce records and/
or information pertaining to the activities of
Mr. L. E. Thomas for which Mr. Thomas received
$610.57 in travel expense reimbursement on July 14, 1976.

CVoting for these determinations were Commissioners Aikens,

Harris, Springer, Staebler, and Thomson. Commissioner Tiernan was

Nnot present at the time of the vote.

i Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

February 9, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

MARJORIE W. EMMONS c -

Subpoena an Order in Relation to MUR 443 (77)

The attached Subpoena and Order, approved February 8,

1978, havebeen signed and sealed.

ATTACHMENTS:
Subpoena
Order

qo0\)
1 
04n

,r"mu. g (
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegation

A review of independent expenditures made on behalf of

presidential candidates showed that Florida Friends of

r" Reagan ("Florida Friends") made $14,771.40 in independent

expenditures for Ronald Reagan during April 1976. Mr. L. E.

Thomas served as Chairman of Florida Friends; and as Florida

Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, Mr. Reagan's principal

campaign committee. Also, Mr. Thomas received travel

expense reimbursements from Citizens for Reagan. This

information suggests that the $14,771.40 spent by Florida

Friends may have been made in cooperation, consultation or

concert with Citizens for Reagan and as such would be

considered a contribution to Citizens for Reagan in excess

of the limitations set forth in 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a)(1).

II. Background

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to

believe that Florida Friends may have violated 2 U.S.C.

441a(a) (1). A letter notifying Florida Friends of such

action was received by Mr. L. E. Thomas on November 8, 1977,

requesting that Mr. Thomas provide the Commission with
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information regarding his actions and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends, and as Florida Chairman of

Citizens for Reagan.

After receiving no response from Mr. Thomas, the

Commission issued an order on December 21, 1977, requiring

Mr. Thomas to answer interrogatories relating to his

involvement with Florida Friends and Citizens for Reagan.

On January 16, 1978, the General Counsel's Office

received a response to the interrogatories (see Attachment

I). We believe that this response is incomplete. Despite

our specific questions, the information provided by Mr. Thomas

fails to establish the date on which he terminated his

activities with Citizens for Reagan; the date on which

Mr. Thomas began his involvement with Florida Friends; and

the date on which Florida Friends terminated its activities.2/

Also, Mr. Thomas failed to provide the Commission with

information regarding the dates, nature and location of his

activities on behalf of Citizens of Reagan for which he

received $610.57 in travel reimbursements on July 14, 1976.

Additionally, we believe that further clarification is

1/ Mr. David Keene, regional coordinator of Citizens

for Reagan, wrote to the Commission at Mr. Thomas' request
and set forth an explanation of the relationship between
Florida Friends and Citizens for Reagan.

2/ In his response to the Commission's interrogatories

Mr. Thomas states that Florida Friends terminated its
operations on April 6, 1976. However, Commission records
indicate that Florida Friends received contributions
through July 7, 1976.

0

N
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needed on possible communications between Mr. Thomas and

Citizens for Reagan during the time Mr. Thomas was serving

as Chairman of Florida Friends. Attachment II is a summary

chronology of events based on our present information.

III. Recommendation

1. Issue a subpoena pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437d(a)(3)

requiring the attendance of Mr. L. E. Thomas for oral

deposition.

2. Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437d(a) (1)

requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce records and/or

o information pertaining to the activities of Mr. L. E.

Thomas for which Mr. Thomas received $610.57 in travel

expense reimbursement on July 14, 1976.

N WILLIAM C.-OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL



ATTACHMENT I

INTERROGATORIES AND ANSWER!f BY MR. I.E. THOMAS

m UR 4+43

1. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florid a Friends of Reagan and Itho period of time

you served in that capacity.

1. I was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "FI.'OR") from its inception unt.ij it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of. Florida Friends of Reagan.

2. I performed as Chairman of I;'OIp the duties

required of a Chairman of a political committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

CFFOR undertook only one limited Droject, the placing of

^k! advertisements in fourteen Wisconsin n .ewiapers, and I

0imlemented that project on heha If of I'Oj.

3. State the date on which you becarme Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Rocaczn and the time period

you served in that capacity.

3. Governor Reagan declared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on November 20, 1975,

and that date would be the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary was held on "arch 9 of

that year, and we began closinq our f ield offices through-

out the State the next day. By a'Mro:i ately ".arch 11

I had conmleted my official dut i-c! ; lor ila Chairman,

except in connecLion wi th wrar)pinq up ol)1 igations remaining

from the primary.

4. Describe your duties and rrslon!;ibilities as

Chairman of Florida Cit i',uns for' Reagan.
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4. I perforried the cu;torary political duties

of a State chairman in prepar.ation for a candidate's

campaign in a presidential rinare.

5. flow were you appointed or ,;elected as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

5. 1 W,-I; fi0rst contuac~td t)n or ;'oit Auqust, 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Keene of C. tit::els for Itecqajan. Mr. Keene

asked jf I would be interested in being Governor Reagan's

Florida Chairman ,;hould thie C;overnor decid to become a

candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of that date, I met in 'ashintlon, D.C., with Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sears, and Senator Paul Laxalt. We discussed the

subject of the Florida primary, and we agreed that I would

become the Florida Chairman should Governor Reagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican presidential

nomination.

6. List the names and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for IRc:,c; an with whom you

commu1i cat. Oed whi.le you w.Ce r ' C11 iil-11ln1 Of F).O ri hi

Friends of Reagan; and drs;cri he he substance and

dates of all such comnunicitions.

6. Your (we-stior, ask:-; at .1 I isit t1, names of
"other" officials and elIf)loy,. of Cit iz(:ns for .. qan v:ith
whom I spoke while I was Chairman of II'OR. TIJ the question

is meant to imply that I spoke with Mr. Sears and Senator

Laxalt while I was Chairman of FFOR, the implicat]ion is

inaccurate. If the question is m,,,'n0 to i I.v that I was

an official or emmiio(ee of Fritizen,; ti: Saq,in w.hile I

was chairman of FI.OR, the Ilpl, i cat ion 1iS I il(,wise .inaccurate.

I did speak with "r. Keene at ]oa'st once. The

substance of that conversation is det1ai1 d accurately in

his lctter to Mr. Oldaker, dIattd koVr'i1.r 30, 1977.

I s poke t'w.' tib :; by ('It':,i(I)t' \.itI :;. ,te- It'1

Pecen, ,lr. toeo '. c rota':", tit '' ' ns I It, lo ida



primary. Those conversation
s; concornf(,1 exciusive.y the

subject of the closinc of the Florida field offices of

Citizens for Reagan, and wrapping ti, rera.ininq dbts and

similar matters from the pri.mary.

7. If you have held any other positions with either

Florida Friends of Reagan or Florida Citizens

for Reagan, state the title of such position(s)

and the dates you servd in such po5, ition (s)

and describe your duti:; and i'n:vibi it.Ues . n

such position(s)

7. Not applicable.

8. State the date on which Floridai Friend!; of Reagan

began receiving contribut.ions an(I the date on which

its last contribution was received.

8. FFOR received its. first confribution on or

cabout March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

"9. State the (ILe on iln ch I'] or Ida F'riond; of Reagan

C7; was ternminated.

C9. FFOR engaged in no activities after April 6,

7r 1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact a of that date. FFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Fereral Election Commission

on December 10, 1976.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reagan

was terminated.

10. Within forty-eight hours of the March 9

Florida primary, a1 of tle fie]I offi (e'L; ill Florida had

been closed. One siall office remained open inl Orlando,

staffed by one person, to handle matter; relat-ing to

wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whether there was

any official termination of the Florida Citizens for Reagan,

because all such matters were hand]ed by the main Citizen.s

for Reagan Headquarters in 1,7ash i nq ton, I).C.



1. Destribe the methods usid by' |i]ol dwa Friends of

Reagan to sol icit contriIhiti.onv;.

11. All contributions, othier than my own and my

I wife'., were solicited by teloetione calls.

12. Describe any contractual agreementLn tiede bctweon

Florida Friends of Reagan and Long Adertis. ing

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street, Miami, Ilorida, or at-

tach copies of such a(Irecment' to your answers to

these inter roga tor.es. Stiate the: da tes a1d amounts

of all. payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

12. The Long Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"Long") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in preparation of a newspaper

CO advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contacted various newspapers in Wisconsin to

10 ascertaln the rates at which those newsnapcr.n sold advertising

space, they prepared one newspaper adverti!;ement, and

C they placed the advertisement in fourteen Ui ;consin

newFspapers.

FFOR madc'cone payment to Long for its work in

C11
the amount of $1.4,771.40. That payment wa. made on

April 5, 1976.

].3. Identify the source of each component (e.g. , pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. Tonf was respon ;ih
lHe fFor t he, ilverti.sement's

copy and ayout. The photoqra ')
h  of t ) 1 i t ' II S!ou se was

obtained from 11. Armstrong RohortLs Stoc, Photo Supplier

in Phil zidel phia, Pennsylvania. The ty)eface was obtained

from the Wrightson Typesetting Comnany in Miami, 
Florida.

The picture of Governor P.acgan was copi ed From the

Wal 1.1Strect Journa_]. None Of Ithe colnlpon nlLt; of the

a(v(rti.s , e nt hitd any oricin in aiy mott ( i, ; prepared

by Citizens for .'(,agan.



At

14. Idontify each person who re.viewed or approved the

adver-tising paid for by Iloritda Friends of Reagan.

14. I did.

15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve probi c,,ii or vi, ,1tions of the

Federal EIl.]ction Campa i(,n Act ofL 1972, as amended.

15. Mr. Keene was the only porton who indicated

that there might be problems under the EIL'A with FFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Suprore Court had

recently declared parts of the PECA unconstitutional, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that durinq the Florida primary

several individuals and groups who were not p.art of Citizens

COPfor Reagan had taken out advertisements on beha.f of the

Governor. I consulted with i my 1 oca ,lat t orney i n l.'orida,

and he indicated to me that he saw no legal problems in

connection with F'FO 's act. ivi. tj(.; il Wi conf:in.

16. Describe the servics you 011forrnnd on behalf of

Citizens for Reagan for. which1 you received traVel

re.inburiscenLsF of $610.57 on in.1 ' 11, 1976, inclnd--

performed.

16. I do not now have records o hich inldicate

what services were performed (or. where: they were performed)

for which I reccivud the. ravcl lcil"hbti ,in nt,.'on identifv

when the field offices of '] oirda ('it i:,: for ,qagan were

cl-osed, the gIreat bull; of ourl recu)-is we i:rnt; f ed

to the main CitLi zens for Peaqan innliitt :; in V a;hington,

D.C. A smaller amount of records was left with the local

Republican Party headfiqiart ers -in OrTanti . T do not have

access to those records;.
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ATTACHMjENT I

L.E. THOMAS 1I4R i4l3

Activities as

Lkllte -LIf1.LL i- -L.3I -i liarz,

%ugust 20
1975

November 1
1975

March 9
1976

March 11
'976

'arch 28
1976

April
1976
,pril
1976

,ay 7
1976

July
1976

July
1976

lecember 16
i9?6

-Date Thomas met
with Keene, Sears
and Laxalt and agreed
to become Florida
Chairman*

-Date Reagan announced
candidacy; date
Thomas became
Florida Chairman.

-Date of Florida
Primary

-Date Thomas says by
which all but one CFR
office in Florida
closed; date Thomas
says he completed
his official duties
as Florida Chairman,
except in wrapping
up obligations
remaining from
Primary

-Date Thomas received
$610.57 in travel
reimbursements from
CFR

-Date of receipt of
first contribution

-Date FFOR paid Long
Advertising $14,771.40
-Date Thomas says FFOR

terminated; date of
Wisconsin Primary

-Date Thomas says
received last
contribution

FFOR

-Date of receipt of
last contribution

-FFOR filed notice of
termination with
Commission

JI.A
l
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COVINGTON & BURLNr!DLE. tLEUIt.H/N

888 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W. (IiLsQ
WASHINGTON, D. C. ooo6

TELEPHONE 78 JAN 16 P2? 04.-..oo
(202) 452-e000 TELEX: 4O3 6*

WNITEWS DIECT DIAL NUMBER CABLE. COV14O

HAND DELIVERED
January 16, 1978

William C. 01daker, Esquire
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission X
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Enclosed herewith are the answers, under oath,
N. of Mr. L.E. Thomas to Interrogatories propounded to him

and enclosed in your letter of December 22, 1977.

Mr. Thomas firmly believes that both he and
Florida Friends of Reagan (hereafter, "FFOR") have at
all times acted in strict compliance with all applicable
Federal statutes. Mr. Thomas will, therefore, endeavor to
assist in resolving this matter as expeditiously as possible.
Certain preliminary points should, however, be made clear
at the outset.

First, neither of your letters has stated with
7 any specificity what it is about Mr. Thomas's activities

that leads you to assert that there is "reason to believe"
that there has been any violation of the Federal Election
Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA"). In the absence
of a specific articulation of the supposed violation, and
even though we believe the answers to the Interrogatories
to be a complete response, we are necessarily left unsure.
In such circumstances, and despite the statement in your
November 2 letter to the contrary, Mr. Thomas cannot be
deemed to have been afforded a "reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken" against him.
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4).

Second, the enclosed materials do not in any way
constitute a waiver, express or implied, of any procedural
or substantive rights or arguments that Mr. Thomas may



COVINGTON & BURLING

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
January 16, 1978
Page Two

ultimately desire to assert. We trust that if you disagree
with this or the foregoing point, you will so notify us
forthwith.

Third, we would like to know whether the Commission
has received any complaints from anyone not on the Commission
staff regarding this matter. This request is not limited
to complaints which comply with standards set forth in 2
U.S.C. S 437g(a) (1), but applies as well to complaints which
are not in compliance with that section. We ask that we be
supplied, at your earliest convenience, with copies of any
such complaints and with any correspondence between the
Commission and the complainant.

Fourth, you state in your letter of December 22
that the Commission received no information from Mr. Thomas
in response to your November 2 letter. Your December 22
letter does not acknowledge receipt of a letter, dated
November 30, 1977, from Mr. David A. Keene to Mr. David
Stein. Mr. Keene, a former field director for Citizens for
Reagan, demonstrated convincingly in his letter that
Mr. Thomas' activities in connection with FFOR were
totally independent of both former Governor Reagan and
his principal campaign committee.

an It is significant that Mr. Thomas consulted with
aattorney before he undertook any activities in connection

01 with FFOR. Especially considering the period during which
FFOR undertook its one and only project (i.e., when the

CC Commission was unable to provide Advisory Opinions),
Mr. Thomas took every possible step he could to remain in

N strict compliance with the FECA.

The enclosed responses by Mr. Thomas corroborate
the fact that there has been no violation of the FECA.
Accordingly, there is no present need to consider issues
of Commission regulations, statutory interpretation or
constitutional law. Since there is no indication of any
violation of the law, this Matter Under Review should be
promptly closed.

Sincerely yours,

Jhn R. Bolton

cc: Mr. Lovejoy

Enclosures



ANSWERS OF L.E. THOMAS

1. 1 was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter,, "FFOR") from its inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. 1 performed as Chairman of FFOR the duties

required of a Chairman of a political committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

FFOR undertook only one limited project, the placing of

advertisements in fourteen Wisconsin newspapers, and I

*,o'N implemented that project on behalf of FFOR.

3. Governor Reagan declared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on November 20, 1975,

and that date would be the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary was held on March 9 of

that year, and we began closing our field offices through-

out the State the next day. By approximately March 11

I had completed my official duties as Florida Chairman,

except in connection with wrapping up obligations remaining

from the primary.

4. 1 performed the customary political duties

of a State chairman in preparation for a candidate's

campaign in a presidential primary.

5. I was first contacted on or about August 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Keene of Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene

asked if I would be interested in being Governor Reagan's

Florida Chairman should the Governor decide to become a
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candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of that date, I met in Washington, D.C., with Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sears, and Senator Paul Laxalt. We discussed the

subject of the Florida primary, and we agreed that I would

become the Florida Chairman should Governor Reagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican presidential

nomination.

6. Your question asks that I list the names of

"lother" officials and employees of Citizens for Reagan with

whom I spoke while I was Chairman of FFOR. If the question

is meant to imply that I spoke with Mr. Sears and Senator

.0 Laxalt while I was Chairman of FFOR, the implication is

inaccurate. If the question is meant to imply that I was

an official or employee of Citizens for Reagan while I

was chairman of FFOR, the implication is likewise inaccurate.

ct- I did speak with 'Mr. Keene at least once. The

substance of that conversation is detailed accurately in

his letter to Mr. Oldaker, dated November 30, 1977.

I spoke a few times by telephone with Ms. Neal

Peden, Mr. Keene's secretary, subsequent to the Florida

primary. Those conversations concerned exclusively the

subject of the closing of the Florida field offices of

Citizens for Reagan, and wrapping up remaining debts and

similar matters from the primary.
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7. Not applicable.

8. FFOR received its first contribution on or

about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

9. FFOR engaged in no activities after April 6,

1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact as of that date. FFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Federal Election Commission

on December 10, 1976.

10. Within forty-eight hours of the March 9

cc Florida primary, all of the field offices in Florida had

been closed. One small office remained open in Orlando,

staffed by one person, to handle matters relating to

wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whether there was

any official termination of the Florida Citizens for Reagan,

because all such matters were handled by the main Citizens

c~n for Reagan Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

N 11. All contributions, other than my own and my

wife's, were solicited by telephone calls.

12. The Long Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"Long") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in preparation of a newspaper

advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contacted various newspapers in Wisconsin to

ascertain the rates at which those newspapers sold advertising
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space, they prepared one newspaper advertisement, and

they placed the advertisement in fourteen Wisconsin

newspapers.

FFOR made one payment to Long for its work in

the amount of $14,771.40. That payment was made on

April 5, 1976.

13. Long was responsible for the advertisement's

copy and layout. The photograph of the White House was

obtained from H. Armstrong Roberts Stock Photo Supplier

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The typeface was obtained

from the Wrightson Typesetting Company in Miami, Florida.

The picture of Governor Reagan was copied from the

Wall Street Journal. None of the components of the

advertisement had any origin in any materials prepared

by Citizens for Reagan.

14. I did.

15. Mr. Keene was the only person who indicated

N. that there might be problems under the FECA with FFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Supreme Court had

recently declared parts of the FECA unconstitutional, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that during the Florida primary

several individuals and groups who were not part of Citizens

for Reagan had taken out advertisements on behalf of the

Governor. I consulted with my local attorney in Florida,



I hereby certify that the foregoing answers are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge.

L. E. Thomas

C .
Subscribed and sworn to before me

this J day of January, 1978.

CCI

N Notary Public A

NOTARY PUr'DJ. STATr r"r FLORIDA AT LARGE

Ili, Y C " ....r : ix; C, o
BO0N 0E U Y KZ1 ,"I L; ,-E CO.
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HAND DELIVERY

T7illiam C. oldaker, EsquireGeneral counsel
Federal Election Commlission

1325 K Street, N.W.

T ashington, D.C.
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COVINGTON & BURLING

888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W,

WASHINGTOND.C. 20ooo 6 6 All 4O
TELEPHONE TWX: 710-08-0005

(202) 4132-05000 TELEX: 80-503

WRITE S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER CABLE: COVLINO

(202) 452-6418

January 6, 1978

HAND DELIVERED

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

This letter is to inform you that I am serving
as counsel to Mr. Tommy Thomas in the MUR relating to
him currently pending at the Federal Election Commission.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

VV
(hn R. Bolton



John K. Lolton
COVINGTON & BURLING

888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W

WASHINGTON, . C 20006

HAND DELIVER

Paul Lovejoy, EsquireFederal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

.0



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET NW.
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

MUR 413
1/6/78

Given to John Bolton Esq.,

A. Copy of Order to answer interrogatories

B. Copy of Interrogatories

C. Copy of 12/21/77 letter from Commission to L.E.

Thomas

Received, j2 ,ffd~i

1/6/78

0 A,

rn91



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443

Florida Friends of )Interrogatories
Reagan)

1. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan and the period of time

you served in that capacity.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Reagan and the time period

you served in that capacity.

cc 4. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Citizens for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the names and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for Reagan with whom you

communicated while you were Chairman of Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance and

dates of all such communications.
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of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g., pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan..

15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

C Federal Election Campaign Act of 1972, as amended.

16. Describe the services you performed on behalf of

cc Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel

tk% reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.
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V FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K sikF~r N.W
WASHING, ON,D.C. 20463

St,
1 ES o

December 22, 1977

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 43201

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On November 8, 1977, you received notification
that the Federal Election Commission found reason to
believe that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
in connection with its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976

Vow Presidential campaign. In that notification the Commission
'4 requested that you set forth any legal or factual material

relevant to this matter, specifically including information
0 pertaining to your responsibilities and activities as
cc Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Reagan.

We received no information from you. -The Commission,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (1), has issued the attached
Order requiring you to answer the enclosed interrogatories
within ten days of your receipt of this letter.

In a telephone conversation on November 21, 1977,
with attorney David Stein of this office, you stated
your intention to retain Mr. David Keene as counsel.
Please be advised that in a telephone conversation on
December 8, 1977, Mr. Keene told staff member Paul Lovejoy
that he had not been retained as counsel for you or Florida
Friends of Reagan. If you intend to retain Mr. Keene or
another attorney as counsel, please have such counsel so
notify the Commission in writing.

1010U I ,/

Cr * ~I
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If you have any questions, please contact
Paul Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

eEnclosure
Interrogatories
Order
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0 .
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

TO: Mr. L.E. Thomas
Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission pursuant to its power

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of

its investigation in the above entitled matter, requires

that you, on behalf of the Florida Friends of Reagan,

submit in writing and under oath, answers to the attached

interrogatories within ten (10) days of your receipt of this

Order to:

The Federal Election Commission
Office of General Counsel
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

ATTEST:

X4 A W. sc THOMAS E. HARRIS
CHAIRMAN
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

-~ t

N

Marjo/e W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
December 14, 1977

In the Matter of )
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

INTERIM REPORT

I. ALLEGATION:

A review of independent expenditures made on behalf of

presidential candidates showed that Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereinafter "Florida Friends") made $14,771.40 in independent

--expenditures for Ronald Reagan during April 1976. Mr. L.E. Thomas

iserved as Chairman of Florida Friends; and as Florida Chairman of

0OCitizens for Reagan, Mr. Reagan's principal campaign committee.

Also, Mr. Thomas received reimbursement for travel expenses from

Citizens for Reagan. This information suggests that the $14,771.40

Cspent by Florida Friends may have been made in cooperation, consultation,

,Qr concert with Citizens for Reagans and as such would be considered

Cn contribution to that Citizens for Reagan in excess of the limitations

C- et out in 2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (1).

"I. PRIOR COMMISSION ACTION:

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to believe

that Florida Friends may have violated 2 U.S.C. §44la(a)(1). A

letter notifying Florida Friends of this matter was received by

Mr. Thomas on November 8, 1977.
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On November 21, 1977, Mr. Thomas telephoned the General

Counsel's office and said that he had just returned from a

trip abroad, intended to retain counsel in this matter, and

his attorney would contact us shortly.

The General Counsel's Office received a letter from Mr. David

Keene, former southern coordinator of Citizens for Reagan, on

December 6, 1977 (Attachment I). Mr. Keene states that following

the Florida primary election, Citizens for Reagan removed its

authorization from Florida Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene further

states that he learned of Mr. Thomas' intention to place advertise-

ments in Wisconsin newspapers only a day or so before the primary

-,,election in Wisconsin. Mr. Keene says that at the time he was

,,fconcerned that the actions of Mr. Thomas and Florida Friends would

rrpossibly be in violation of the Act and counter-productive to the

C -Citizens for Reagan Wisconsin campaign.

"7 According to Mr. Keene, Mr. Thomas replied by saying he had

a right to do as he pleased.

N On December 8, 1977, the General Counsel's Office contacted

Mr. Keene to inquire whether Mr. Keene was representing Mr. Thomas

or Florida Friends. Mr. Keene replied that he had not been retained

as counsel for Florida Friends and that his letter of November 30,

1977, had been written to explain the situation from his perspective

as southern coordinator of Citizens for Reagan.
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III. RECOMMENDATION:

Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(1) requiring

Mr. L.E. Thomas to answer interrogatorities about his involvement

with Florida Friends of Reagan and Citizens for Reagan and send

attached letter.

DAT WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

a,
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David A. KeeI.ERAL ELECTION, A' mc J"' I
Suite 600 _ --

One Thousand Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

(204 5 2 .11U DEC 6 AN I I:

November 30, 1977

Mr. David Stein
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Stein:

Re: MUR 443 (77)

I had tried to reach you earlier in the week without success,
so I thought it best to write you concerning the possibility that
Mr. L. E. Thomas may have been acting in "cooperation, consultation or
concert with the Citizens For Reagan" when he purchased advertisements
in a number of Wisconsin newspapers following the 1976 Florida primary.

The possibility that Mr. Thomas was acting in concert with
the CFR is obvious given the fact situaiion. He was out Florida chairman,
and we were running an active campaign in Wisconsin. However, in this
instance, I can assure you that there was no coordination.

I was at the time a field director working for the CFR, and it
was I who selected Mr. Thomas to head our Florida campaign. After that
primary, we closed up our Florida operation and instructed Mr. Thomas and
others not to spend any of the funds remaining in our Florida account or
incur any new debts on our behalf. We, in effect, removed our authorization
as we did in other primary states after their primaries were held.

Mr. Thomas followed these instructions, but proceeded on his
own--and without our knowledge--to put together a newspaper ad and buy
space to run it in Wisconsin. We only learned of this effort a day or so
before the ads ran, when our people begam to pick up rumors from people
at the newspapers themselves. By that time, there was little we could do,
though I did call Mr. Thomas to tell him that he shouldn't do anything.

He informed me that he had a right to do what he wanted to do and
said he wasn't using our money to do it. He told me he was upset by the
tone of the President's effort in Florida and wanted others to know just
what went on. I informed him that he could conceivably get into trouble
because of his position with us and told him that we didn't want him to do
anything. After a rather heated conversation, he told me he had already
spent his own money and intended to run the ads.



Ce("

Mr. David Stein
November 30, 1977
Page Two

Our concern at the time went beyond the question of whdther
Mr. Thomas' action would be viewed as a coordinated act. We were also
worried about the substance of his ads in a state far different from
his own. We frankly learned that his effort would be counter-productive
at a time when we were deomphasizing our campaign there in preparation
for a bigger effort in the later primaries.

I give you these facts in the hope that they will help clarify
your picture of what actually happened. I will add only one other thing.
Mr. Thomas is a very good friend of mine, and I respect him; but as any
reporter who knows him or any politician who has worked with him can tell
you, he is not a man who can be controlled by anyone.

If I can be of any further assistance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

David A. Keene

DAK:md



,:F FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET NW
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 43201

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On November.8, 1977, you received notification
that the Federal Election .Commission found reason to
believe that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
in connection with its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976

C Presidential campaign. In that notification the Commission
._ requested that you set forth any legal or factual material

relevant to this matter, specifically involving information
. pertaining to your responsibilities and activities as

... Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Chairman of
Florida Citizens for Reagan.

. We received no information from you. The Commission,

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a)(1), has issued the attached
Order requiring you to answer the enclosed interrogatories
within ten days of your receipt of this letter.

- .In a telephone conversation on November 21, 1977,
with attorney David Stein of this office, you stated
your intention to retain Mr. David Keene as counsel.
Please be advised that in a telephone conversation on
December 8, 1977, Mr. Keene told staff member Paul Lovejoy
that he had not been retained as counsel for you or Florida
Friends of Reagan. If you intend to retain Mr. Keene or
another attorney as counsel, please have such counsel so
notify the Commission in writing.

.. _VT 04
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If you have any questions, please contact
Paul Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
Interrogatories

co Order

-- 4t

. • -,



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of) MUR 443

Florida Friends of )Interrogatories
Reagan)

1, State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan and the period of time

you served in that capacity,

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

- - Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became Chairman 
of

Florida Citizens for Reagan and the timre period

-~ you served in that capacity.

4. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

N. Chairman of Florida Citizens for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the names and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for Reagan with whom you

communicated while you were Chairman of 
Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance 
and

dates of all such communications.a
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of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g., pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

- - 15. Identify each person who informed you that your

'0 activities in connecti.on with Florida Friends of

0 Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

0D Federal Election Campaign Act of 1972, as amended.

0 16. Describe the services you performed on behalf of

Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel

reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.
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P. 0. Box No. h9o
Panama City, Fla. 32401
December 20, 1977

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Attorney David Stein
INI Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20).j63

'Dear Mr. Stein:

T have received a copy of Mr. David Keene's letter of

November 30, 1977, addressed to you, and tried to call

Mr. Keene to see exactly where T stood in this matter.

(T am not an attorney.)

Mr. Keene is out of his office until this Thursday, and

T do not want to be in violation of any time limitetc.

Will you please advise me of any further action necessary

on my part.

S'.e

L. E. "Tommy" Thomas

LET : fr

cc: Mr David A Keene, Suite 600
1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Vashington, D. C. 20036



. Thomas
. Box 49o @bM

Panama City, F11r.

C

Attorney David Stein
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D, C. 20463

N

(r,n. rnrP 
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David A. Kee1fRELEGTOON
Suite 600 CMSO

One Thousand Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036,

02) 452.1 U 11 6 DNM~

November 30, 1977

Mr. David Stein
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Stein:

Re: MUR 443 (77)

I had tried to reach you earlier in the week without success,
so I thought it best to write you concerning the possibility that
Mr. L. E. Thorns may have been acting in "cooperation, consultation or
concert with the Citizens For Reagan" when he purchased advertisements
in a number of Wisconsin newspapers following the 1976 Florida primary.

The possibility that Mr. Thomas was acting in concert with
the CFR is obvious given the fact situation. He was out Florida chairman,
and we were running an active campaign in Wisconsin. However, in this

C instance, I can assure you that there was no coordination.

I was at the time a field director working for the CFR, and it
was I who selected Mr. Thomas to head our Florida campaign. After that
primary, we closed up our Florida operation and instructed Mr. Thomas and
others not to spend any of the funds remaining in our Florida account or
incur any new debts on our behalf. We, in effect, removed our authorization

Nas we did in other primary states after their primaries were held.

Mr. Thomas followed these instructions, but proceeded on his
own- -and without our knowledge- -to put together a newspaper ad and buy
space to run it in Wisconsin. We only learned of this effort a day or so
before the ads ran, when our people begam to pick up rumors from people
at the newspapers themselves. By that time, there was little we could do,
though I did call Mr. Thomas to tell him that he shouldn't do anything.

He informed me that he had a right to do what he wanted to do and
said he wasn't using our money to do it. He told me he was upset by the
tone of the President's effort in Florida and wanted others to know just
what went on. I informed him that he could conceivably get into trouble
because of his position with us and told him that we didn't want him to do
anything. After a rather heated conversation, he told me he had already
spent his own money and intended to run the ads.



Mr. David Stein
November 30, 1977
Page Two

Our concern at the time went beyond the question of whether
Mr. Thomas' action would be viewed as a coordinated act. We were also
worried about the substance of his ads in a state far different from
his own. We frankly learned that his effort would be counter-productive
at a time when we were deemphasizing our campaign there in preparation
for a bigger effort in the later primaries.

I give you these facts in the hope that they will help clarify
your picture of what actually happened. I will add only one other thing.
Mr. Thomas is a very good friend of mine, and I respect him; but as any
reporter who knows him or any politician who has worked with him can tell
you, he is not a man who can be controlled by anyone.

If I can be of any further assistance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

David A. Keene

DAK:md
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1977David A. Keene
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WAlington, D. C. 20036
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Mr. David Stein
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1*125 K SIREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 November 2, 1977

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Please be advised that the Federal Election
0Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to

believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida
Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with
its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential
campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

Specifically, the Commission has found reason
to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-

Itures" by Florida Friends may have been made in
cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens

Cfor Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign
committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida

rN Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri-
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. S431(p),
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
for Reagan under 2 U.S.C. S441a(a)(7)(B)(i). Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(1).

_(W )1---40
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken
by the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
10 days of your receipt of this letter. Specifically, we
request that you set forth information explaining your
responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida

'41 Friends of Reagan, and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for
Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing, that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

-7 If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at

011 (202)523-4178.

Sin ely yours,

William C. Oldaker
CGeneral Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Please be advised that the Federal Election
Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to
believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida
Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with
its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential
campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

Specifically, the Commission has found reason

.-to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-
tures" by Florida Friends may have been made in
cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens
for Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign
committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida

N" Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri-
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. §431(p),
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
for Reagan under 2 U.S.C. S441a(a)(7)(B)(i). Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(1).

ii oUtIO,



BEFORE ThE FEDERAL 
ELECTION COWMISS

1ON

In the Matter of 
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends 
of Reagan)

L. E. Thomas, Chairman )
Citizens for Reagan 

)

I, Mar3ore W. E~mmos, Secretary to the Federal Election . ion

1~,, o r certify that on October 27, 1977, the COMMSS

eommission do hereby tof 6-0 that there 
was Reason to Believe that

.Aetermined by a 
.voteio

olorida Friends of Reagan ha 
iltd2USC.Scin410'

Sec tary to the Com- 
ission

N
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINGTOND.C, 20463

October 18, 1877

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MAJRORIE W. EMMO4S

MUR 443 (77) - First General Counsel's Report

The above-mentioned document was transmitted to the

Commissioners on October 17, 1977.

Commissioner Thomson has submitted an objection to the report.

MUR 443 (77) will be placed on the Compliance Agenda for

the week of October 24. You will be notified as soon as the

date is set.

---N

4 0
0UTi04,

-------------



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

132 5 K. S IRKIlT N.W. f/7
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 1?95 (77)

Please have the attached 7 Day Report on MUR 95 (7 7)

distributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-objection

basis.

__ Thank you.

(77
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F & RAL , Z L ECT I O NW325 ELc I~ COMMISSION325 K Street N.W.ashington, D.C. 20463 1
FIRST GENERALCDATE AND TIME OF TRANS 

UR
B Y O GC TO TH E C OM M IS SD I 

V
NMUR O. 443(7

DATE COM---C
BY OGC CLEI'VED

ATTORNZW I

ATT~~J~~ D- Stein
Information ascertai n t

Course of 
h e CoIn ins±

Soy responsibilities 
sFlorida Friends of ReaL. E. Thomas_ Chairman

Citizens for Reagan2 U.Sc. S441a(a)

COMPLAINANT S NAME:

RESPONDENTIS NAME:

RELEVANT AuTE:

r> NTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

.'E DERAL AGENCIEs
0

Respondent teesCommi~tte

None

SUMARy or ALLEGATIoUs
F l o r i d a F r i e n d s$

exen Pie OfReaganmd $.7. 4. e.. 
fo f Renald Reagn during A r i d ependent

and also ap e a s ha_ i l 7 s .i iens.
yben o rida Friendn

Citizens for RIn addit.i - Chlorida . Reagan

as reim ure eaga .oMr. Mr. prom Ch a received
w a s n o Ute e n a" r R e a g a n ,t ms r c ei c f C i t i z e n s

fo. a e R ver 
ec ved $610.57 from

Citize 
for rav l e

n i d en e pd enses 
1R 

a a

c o n c e r t w i n d e e e n t r a ean' s

th or at the req ure Within 
r4 1 i ade .inc a n d i d a t e , s r e t o r s u g g e s t i o n o f C O rncipal campaign t any authorized

__ 
Cmmit tee.

Bas 

aAccordine

Was ass g~D~scF os t Sharon Synder , BBranc h Discng sUO 
ie frenwee ec- omitFlId orida citro1

maeiai.Ve d  from entf - Izens for -Reagn"l•it 

ze s n th o mi if c t on number 
,a e ga ,ehl f mor Reagan the C tee; the Organi z ,but no reports

me alf as ante or independent,. 
on never

behalf 

Wr 

of rom Reeao
the CpR (i Reagan Were indi viduals worin mmittee of(Citiaens for n"j prin Florida onReagan ......ang Purpvati on. Poses, not Part of
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PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The allegations stated above are from the records of therespondent committees and suggest that the $14,771.40 Aspent by Florida Friends was spent in cooperation, conAulta-tion or concert with the candidate's authorized politicalcommittee and should be considered to be a contributionto that candidate. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(B)(i). Such acontribution would exceed the contribution limitation ofSection 441a(a) (1) applicable to Florida Friends.

RECOMMENDATION

Find Reason to Believe that Florida Friends of Reaganviolated 2 U.S.C. S441a(a). Send attached letter.

ON

C

cc
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIR1[I N.W

WASHINGION, D.C. 204b3 1

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Please be advised that the Federal Election
Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to
believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida
Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with
its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential
campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

Specifically, the Commission has found reason
to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-
tures" by Florida Friends may have been made in
cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens
for Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign
committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as

N Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri-
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. §431(p),
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
for Reagan under 2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (7) (B) (1). Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(1).

40
T1,,
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken by
the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
fifteen (15) days of your receipt of this letter.
Specifically, we request that you set forth information
explaining your responsibilities and activities as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing, that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at

NO (202) 523-4178.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken
by the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
10 days of your receipt of this letter. Specifically, we
request that you set forth information explaining your
responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida
Friends of Reagan, and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for
Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing, that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4178.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

a,.
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Florida Friends of Reagan

P. 0. Box 490
Panama City, Florida

Dear Treasurer,

This letter is prompted by the Commission's interest 
in assisting

candidates and committees to comply with the Federal Election Campaign Act,

as amended. This law has, as you may know, many and 
sometimes complex provisions.

2 U.S.C. 431 (d) deffcs a "political committee'/to mean "any committee, club,

association, or other group of persons 
which receives contributions or makes

expenditures in excess of $1000 during a calendar year." 
The dkfi4ition of

contribitions and expenditures further 
clarjfies that such receipts and

expenditures are those received or expended 
for the purpose of influencing

the nomination for election, or election of any person 
to Federal office or

for the purpose of influencing the results of a primary held 
for the selection

of delegates to a national nominating convention of 
a political party.

A review of t e -Report of Independent Expenditures of 
Contributions

by Persons (FEC Form )intended for the use of persons other than political

committees or candidates) filed by your committee reveals that contributions

in excess of $1000 have been received 
. Therefore, it would appear that your

i, organization would qualify as a "political 
committee."

Enclosed are'relevant informational materials 
with regard to the

Federal Election Carmpaign Act, including 
the appropriate forms for registration

and reporting by political committees. 
Please examine these materials and if

Syou agree that your organization is a political 
committee please submit a

Statement of Organization on FEC Form 
I within ten days of receipt of this letter.

SIn addition, your committee will be required 
to file disclosure reports in

accordance with the provisions of 2 U. 
S. C. 434 on FEC Form 3. If your

cormmittee no longer supports candidates 
for Federal office and has no outstanding

C debts or obligations, then a single report when accompanied 
by a statement of

disposition of residual funds, may be 
designated a notice of termination from

Sreporting require=ents.

If you believe that your organization does not qualify 
as a

"political com.ittee please provide within ten days to the Commission

a statement detailing the reason for 
this position.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not

hesitate to contact Ron walt (202-382-3484) our Reports Analyst assigned

to you.

Sincerely,

Uordon Andrew McKay

Assistant Director for

Disclosure and Compliance



deCtio CoiMM113ion
tme t " NJ. 
xm. D.C. 20463

ton areverse side)

I: EPIREOF INDEPENDENT -
ExPEDITRESOR CONTRIBUTIONS Y

I By PERSONS

Every person (other than a poLitical ccamittee or caindidate) who makes coTcibhtionV expejitturs for
. cations which expresslY advocate the election or defeat of a clearly idenitified c3Jndid ate for federal office,

~than by contribution~ to a politic-al coua te rcnigti nageae znm necs of $100 withina

ndxyear mut file this RePOrt. (See revrrse side).- PCtITICAL WHITTEES do WT file RPrts of Receipts u

itrson FFC rom ~S. Politicait couszttees file Roorts on FEC Fox-m 3. ________________

t1a=z oi ierson (ui Full) %JZ This is a Report of

FLORIDA F-RIENDS OF REAGAN

?.0 13~ch90.
city, Stte yip code

705 11, 15th Street

ol IdependentExpeadit~zes

O3 Independent Contritions

PanamTa City, Florida *32401 *

W EE ;GP *or-, 4EFclCC.a-eprcpnate box)
CArilo10 0Ccober 10 O ~tto _____Report

3Ju1y 1v' QJa~r election on in the state of_______
:QTenth day report preceding______________

(pnrl, gf, ezeraL or convention) (ae

Qmirtieth dlay re-port fol1mLng ________________lection Ca _____In the state of_______
CM.z=ary, general or covention) 4e

e-enceciiz1-es and con-4rbuicns .- ,q exceied.in the aq!'rregate. S100 -wthin a calendar year. insoEdea

Li Nam, milng Addrss U ZP code Pu-eese of Exendittre/. Date Awfomt Candidate advocated
.,.,Of Eachi Payee Cotribution Cam~th, day, yteExndtr/

year) Contribution

Pc~ditm.et ' zntribucicn to

o COrrPlC list attached 4lwpprAsi /5/76 $1s771-40o Ronald ReaganI Wisconsin

qxei' =t ~e Ccotribution to

ng Advertising Co.*
) S. E. Pth Street -Payment for newspaper

Lami 1 Fla. 331310 ads in Wisconsin h-5-.76 $Th,77l1l4o Ronald Reagan

qenditure to U~tb~oxto

tenditure to Eicontribution to

Subtotal of Itemized Expenditures and/orCotiton...........aL7110

SutOta~l Of Uitemized Expenditures and/or Cntributis.................00060000$

Total Expendicures andmCantributlo"'...off..................................0s*6 009&.00. .... $ 1,77l1-*OI

Cerr~te r~i r_
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7', I EXPENDITURES OR CONTRIBUTIONS "

sOI'° a) V PERSONS 7 11 P 1 2 5
In (ocher Uhan a political coadittee or candidate) who mkes 

contributions or exvenditures for
" -ich exressly adv:3te the election or defeat of a ciearly identified caindiLite 

for federal offtcA.

:onrribut'ion to a poiti C l cor mttee or candidate, in an aqregate amout in excess of $100 within a

mLuzt file tis Report. (see reverse side). MtITCAL CxWITTE.S do NOT file Reports of Receipt, #M

on F7C Fcrs 5. Politicat co-- ttees file Reoort3 on FEC Fotm 3. ..... .._-_....__ ,.

Pncilo' (in Full) , is 13 a Report of

/ FLORIDA FRIENDS OF *REAGAN .Independent Expenditres

615 ." er-5-cr t)" '- .... 3-" Independent CantributLon

P. o. Box h90. 705 W. 15th Street . , 3o "
-5". Staze 4 zip cow.

Panama City, Florida "32h01 ".

e~~~~~: ozz nEPr-kla_==rate bOX)
Apn.J 10 UO c-r 10 ... u .. n. to

3.jLly 10 UJas-ftaif -51
Ilenth day rrport Preceding -

Report

election .... '" in the state of .
" .- ( date)-J V =&VIA

t eh day repo-= :Fall.ing

I Na, Wlung Ade.ress & Zip Code
1 of Each Pay"e

.ne to ,ct-.ibuion to

complee lis attached

(mL!~rv~. ee~era1 or

;--pose of ExpenditUte/
Contribution

electin en
*.. W. 51

In the state of

c-,ira or; Jt aav cinaatvar

Date
(=nth, days

year)

• 1[Il ft- 1.r II[!l t1Ll l '

Amounxt

I- A- I . I I M o .

oe-.spaper Ads in
Wisconsin 4/5/76 $1,771.h4

-e4 .i C: i..bu.icn to. . . . . .. .. .
,ng Adver7,1sirg Co.

S. E. 8th Street
lami, Fleida 33131

t-e to CW..-bUticm to

"?ayment for newspap r
ads in Wisconsin h-5-76 $1h,771.ho

penoi=e to • .C= -. ic to . . 1 1

. Nam of Ee-- _.ea .
Candidate tae " -.I
by th ExerUWtie-/

Ronald Rea,:#ff

Ronald Re za fA,

Subtotal of It=i:-id Expenditres and/or Cotributions ......... ......... 1,771•hO

SuUtotal ofi Uiti:ed Eqer itwcs and/or Ccntribution. .......

Total Egenditures and/,qkCcn-ributior1s ............ $ Ih 771.L'

:ertir, tha- L hive exvuned this Stuatert and to o best oi my, ;nacwLedge and belief it is true, correct and,iplete.. ,,

July 9, 1976
(Date)

1e- -
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S* .BDox 1190' P-ar.ma City, Fla.

4/

Sderbert Stockham
W. D. Malone, Jr.
Jeanne D. Rodriguez
Robert H. Shedd, MD
Robert Q. Borland, DMD
Robert A. Rosasco
J. D. Danielson
Thomas L. Wolfe
Shirley P. Greene
Russell Wittenberg
B. J. Guider
E. It. Claughton
C. Salman-Ferro
Charles V. Bradley
Pamela G. Cadman
Hugh 0. Rosser
Ellen K. Ogle
Gvne~h L. Cordiner
Frederick W. Guardabassi
Richard D. Pope, Sr.
W. M. Funk
Mack ?ulmer
WilliW Le Raley

Ben Re -'Adars
HennartlRussell
Mrs. Donald H. Anderson
SallyR. Lambert
F. E. ,usby
Georgz'R. Gish
Terry ftrrick
Lucille M. Stickle
Vernicf K. Baxter
Lonnie ussell
Audrey Holloway
Robert;%L. Langford
L. E. Thomas

#1
Amount

$ 300.00
300.00
100.00
200. 00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

* 100.00
100.00
100.00
50.0

100000
50.00
50.00

1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00

100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
150.00
300.00

5.00
7.00

25.00
50.00

50o.oo
100.00
200.00

5,7%84.4o

Mnilinp Address

2910 Argyle Road Birmingham, Ala- -3 i,
P. 0. Box No. 2554 Birmingham, Ala. 3:-.Zo/J
h09 Melanie" Way Maitland, Fla. 3...160 W. Marion Ave. Punta Gorda, Fla. "./'i211 W. Main Street Dothan, Ala. 3630.,11830 S. W. 92nd Ave. Miami, Fla. 331761320 So. Dixie Hwy Coral Gables, Fla. '-- III'6330 Cellini Coral Gables, Fla.,3574 So. Moorings Way Coconut Grove, Fla. DJ,8070 S.W. L4O Terrace Miami, Fla. 33158795 N. Eo 94th St. Miami Shores, Fla. "--,- li3h S.E. 2nd Ave. Miami, Fla. 331312977 Coral Way Miami, Fla. 3314212855 Hickory Road No. Miami, Fla. 316Z-9768 S.W. 106 Terrace Miami, Fla. 33176
7360 S.W. 130 St. Miami, Fla. 33156

518 Lido Drive Ft Lauderdale, Fla. Ifj~l155 Bayview DrBEllair, Clearwater, Fla. 33.s',
915 Middle River Dr. Ft Lauderdale, Fla. oJ0111.Cypress Gardens Fla. I5325 So. Orange Blossom Orlando, Fla. 328091625 W. Grant Orlando, Fla. 32805Raley Groves Winter Haven, Fla. ,,,.
Box 37 Auburndale, Fla. 336n02921 Island View Cir. Panama City, Fla, 321,.71527 No. Palo Alto Ave, Panama City, Fla. 324,.ij23 Isla Bahia Dr Ft Lauderdale, Fla. -
346 Turtle Grass, Bay Poirt", Panama
Box 24203 Tampa, Fla. 3362313365 Marquette Ave. Elm Grove, Wis. 5312Z91. agellan Drive Sarasota, Fla. 33580177 Ocean Lane Drive Key Biscayne, Fla. 33r,191401 3rd Ave., West Birmingham, Ala. 3520-118 Spring Valley Loop Altamonte Sprgs, Fla. - I,
Langford Resort Hotel Winter Park, Fla. 32Th_2814 Canal Drive Panama City, Fla. 324.:-

Total...... $11,771.40

-p
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No American President in history has to blatantly
, sedtaxpayers' money 1your moneyI to buy an
elelion. This is not a mere allegation-it's a fact.

FACT: Six days before the Florida Republican
Primary, Mr. Ford revealed that he would pour
133 million of new federal contraic into the
Orlando plant of Martin-Marietta Corp.

h ' FACT: Five days before the election, Mr. Ford
" , I0stch1 7ris Secreetarof TruarlirIatio f b Miami
to announce that up to $60 million would be
available for a local rapid-transit program.

FACT: A week before the election, more tnae
: 2 million was granted to subsidize Cuban exile
lobster fishermn (there are 27.000 Cuban Repub'
licana in Miamil.

FACT: In vote-rich and elderly St. Petersburg
Mr.. Ford promised a new VA hospital.

, FACT: Dspite the sharply curtailed spending
for the space program. Mr. Ford said he'd create
150 new civilian jots t Patrick Air Force Base. in
heavily Republican Bravard County,

FACT: Jerry Thomas, the 1974 GOP nominee
for Governor of Florida, made a surprise announce
ment o support for Mr Ford, four wveeks later.
Ford added Thomas to the fedieral ayroll as an
undersecretary of the Treasury

And after Mr Ford was asked by a Florida voter
vien Interstate 75 would be finished in that state
1from Tampa to Naplml. I* replied with laughter.

* "Wh'n do you want it finist)"
Iis it really fu n? Is it a vAle that the money

"'ee Lxpayrs lum river 50 the Washiwirton machine
, #10d be urd l'rIrnittly ir for the gk)od of the
peirM. t, i fo the good of polijtcjanS?

Is it I I(A e that w-Th this year's fInieral deficit-
@es i -,tOm i Mr II Fr d Should flit "US dretee

Cr1O t -rt in 0riier 10 brfibir tne vOters,
ITie 0,!'

1 
oi is that w#

1
rr Gerld Ford

j0)t j t'ip' hE for, Foari ia locton,

f-o '- i 4 Ovt5 .. verit Inonin Santa to
trii 
5

-4 ~t-- ir'vclnuniedf1

We Florida Republicans witnessed the tragc
spectacle of Mr. Ford's vote buying just a few wie l
ago. And the same thing has happened, or' is hato.
pairing, in other states where there are elections&

We are sorry for our nation that the presidency has
been to degraded, And as Republicans, iVing to

survive in a hostile national climate, 'al are equally
grieved for our Party.

We pray thataor fellow Republicans in Wisconsin.
will rebuke this raw abuse of power.

If a Republican President wishes to buy votes
and thus imitate porkbarrl politiciana ... then it
is time for Republican voters to say. "NOI"...
lime for Republican voters to insist on a higher
sundard for the hight office in the land.

We sincerely believe that Ronald Reagan, as evi.
denced by his fecnM of reelection as Governor,
reresents that higher standard which Amer needs
in The White House.

IMPORTANTI

Dsotls1idapade and Rati ilrcarie. r-'A',W
ALL mi veto for Ronald rfe n mn t h e
Wis,,re Primar. And YOUR oe counts
for exempla~s on Florida, itfvw te~ehuin ix

eitee vee rw tiereone had doicetso eto. N,".
for Roiid k4eapri. he vul av iarried t e fi. ~ ~
atirl 11111 - isied of the iniprex ire48% that headid carry. So VOTE rUESOAY l

-
.- p

And should we
give away
the Panama Canal?
WISCONSIN'S REVERED SENATOR SPOONER,
WHOSE LEGISLATION CREATED THE CANAL.
WOULD TURN OVER IN HIS GRAVE IF HE
KNEW OF THE FORD-KISSINGER SCANDAL.
The Panama Canal is ours... is sovereign American
property fully paid for and legally recognized as
U S. territory. Yet. Gerald Ford and Henry Krsvr
get are fully committed tOgve ir aWav lo the
Panamanian dictator, Gcn. Omaf Torrilos, wno is
an avowed Marxist and ally of Cuba's Fidel Castro

Republican U.S. Senator John C Spooner of
Wisconsin introduced in 1902 the legislation Ahich
eventually created the Panama Canal The rnral
in the Capitol at Madison pays h.nmatge to Senator
Spooner's vision for linking the Atlantic and the
Pacific toater world commerce.

What would Senator Spooner. if he were living
say to Gerald Ford today in leorrse to rhs t(am
Ustic scheme to give iway Arierr:a's canal'

We believe that Senator Spooner and mnOS:
Americans. would relect the frightening and rleal
Ford Kissnger plan Wht do you th,'rk;

--------------------------------------- 
II VESI I WANT REPUPLICANS IN TNtR A PRIMARY STATES TO KNOW THE FACTS ABOVE.HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP PUBLIMa YOUR MESSAGE ELSEWHERE.

I AIAME: _ ADDRESS:

-I CITY' ___ _ _ _ _ SrAE: _ IP _ --
AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION- I...

fPirynal chock O nr y Or.r Ir, &b.e to Flyka-i Frraill of Reepn/ .

OCCUPA TION.

O USM~T.55Ar)DRSS,
I (All .,'rva iiifoerution a unrm bid 7 l efvnrn Iaw. NO (ortinprf comfrrturmOn *av t4 acrerwra I
I A on10 50 it niFtO rOAinrWC40f htiA r,* i Sa tui? I erliff Isr IIAMA cir, C lCiOA 1740i
- ------------------------------------------------------------------ J
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GERALD FORD IS OUT TO BUY IT...
WITH YOUR HARD-EARNED MONEY!

No American President in history has so blatantly
Madtaxpayers' money (your money) to buy an
election. This is not a mere allegation-it's a fact.

FACT: Six days before the Florida Republican
Primary, Mr. Ford revealed that he would pour
$33 million of new federal contracts into the
Orlando plant of Martin-Marietta Corp.

FACT: Five days before the election, Mr Ford
"d l"' Ad- atclt is Secretar;-of Tralf6tatioV* Miami

to announce that up to $6 million would be
available for a local rapid-transit program.

FACT: A week before the election, more man
$2 million was granted to subsidize Cuban exile
lobster fishermen (there are 27,000 Cuban Repub-
licans in Miami).

FACT: In vote-rich and elderly St. Petersburg,
Mr. Ford promised a new VA hospital.

FACT: Despite the sharply curtailed spending
for the space program, Mr. Ford said he'd create
150 new civilian jobs at Patrick Air Force Base, in
heavily Republican Brevard County.

FACT: Jerry Thomas, the 1974 GOP nominee
for Governor of Florida, made a surprise announce-
ment of support for Mr. Ford. four weeks later,
Ford added Thomas to the federal payroll as an
undersecretary of the Treasury.

And after Mr. Ford was asked by a Florida voter
wlien Interstate 75 would be finished in that state
(from Tampa to Naples), he replied with laughter,
"When do you want it finished?"

Is it really funny? Is it a joke that the money
we taxpayers turn over to the Washington machine
lhouid be used primyily not for the good of the
people, but for the good of politicians?

Is it a joke that with this year's federal deficit-
at least $80 billion-Mr. Ford should put us deeper

* into debt in order to bribe the voters?
IThe irony of all this is that while Gerald Ford

played "Santa Claus" before the Florida election,
fer the election he ordered massive cutbacks at

-i two Florida military bases .went from Santa to
crooge, .once the votes we counted.)

We Florida Republicans witnessed the tragic
spectacle of Mr. Ford's vote-buying just a few week
ago. And the same thing has happened, or is hap.
pening, in other states where there are elections
We are sorry for our nation that the presidency has
been so degraded. And as Republicans, frying to
survive in a hostile national climate, we are equally
grieved for our Party.

We pray thatour fellow Republicans in Wisconsin.
will rebuke this raw abuse of power.

If a Republican President wishes to buy votes
and thus imitate porkbarrel politicians., then it
is time for Republican voters to say, "NOI"...
time for Republican voters to insist on a higher
standard for the highest office in the land.

We sincerely believe that Ronald Reagan. as evi-
denced by his r ecl of reelection as Governor,
represents that higher standard which America needs
in The White House.

IMPORTANTI
Daern .ts, midsd aten id Republiais...
ALL can vote for Ronald Reagan m the
Wiasonin Primr V. And YOUR vot count
(for example, in Florida, if fawer than six
extra votM par precinct had decided to vm
for Ronald Reagan. he would have cerrid the
entire satet... instead of the impreie
0% that he did arry. So VOTE TUESOAYI)

And should we
give away
the Panama Canal?
WISCONSIN'S REVERED SENATOR SPOONER,
WHOSE LEGISLATION CREATED THE CANAL.
WOULD TURN OVER IN HIS GRAVE IF HE
KNEW OF THE FORD-KISSINGER SCANDAL.
The Panama Canal is ours... is sovereign American
property fully paid for and legally recognized as
U.S. territory. Yet. Gerald Ford and HenrV Kissin
get are fully committed to gve it away to the
Panamanian dictator, Gen. Omar Torrilos. who is
an avowed Marxist and ally of Cuba's Fidel Castro.

Republican U.S. Senator John C. Spooner of
Wisconsin introduced in 1902 the legislation which
eventually created the Panama Canal. The mural
in the Capitol at Madison pays homage to Senator
Spooner's vision for linking the Atlantic and the
Pacific to foster world commerce.

What would Senator Spooner. if he were living
say to Gerald Ford today in response to this fan
tastic scheme to give away America's canal7

We believe that Senator Sooner. and most
Americans. would reect the frigrtering and illegal
Ford Kissinger plan. What do you thmnkO

--------------------------- :-----------------------
YEll I WANT REPUBLICANS IN OTHER PRIMARY STATES TO KNOW THE FACTS ABOVE.HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP PUBLISH YOUR MESSAGE ELSEWHERE.

NPAME: .ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE. ZIP.

AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION: $_
Iflonao dwc o nfW or' Iw yabie to: FlArix nxicb of Rmpn)

OCCUPA TION:

USINESS ADDRESSi
IAII above fornuton isIreauired by fed",llow.NO oMrrrcom lfwons *v be acre'o)
MIeL TODAY TO: PLOSA PoitioO Op M*G* I N M llt ar WITiilrapua u 4y 30 l e' l

--------------------r--------------
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* P 4 N~UDSTATES OF AMERICA

FEDRAL LCTION COMMISSION

No an m am am - w - 0 N a X

In the Matter of:

FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN : MUR 443 (77)
t
x

Washington, D. C.

Thursday, June 29, 1978

Deposition of

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

a witness in the above-entitled matter, called for examination

by counsel for the Federal Election Commission, taken at the

offices of the Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C., beginning at 1:10 p.m., before Bobbie C.

Lake, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia,

when were present on behalf of the respective parties:

Milton & Greenwood Associates, Inc.
(NOTARY: D.C.-VA.-MD.)
OFFICIAL REPORTERS

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036
Phones: (202) 833-3598

833-3599
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Milton & Greenwood Reporting Associates, Inc.
(formerly Reynolds Reporting Associates. Inc.)

R. E. Milton ,~f,*I ~~VPhone:
President Suite 1110 202.833-3MU

P. L. Greenwood 1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 202833.3W
Vice President Washington, D.C. 20036 Notary PublicSecretsry.Treasurer July 7, 1 978 D.C..-VaMd.

Gary Johansen, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Fourth Floor
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION: In the Matter of:
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN, MUR 443 (77).

Dear Mr. Johansen:

Transmitted herewith for filing the deposition of LUTHER EDWARD

THOMAS, taken June 29, 1978. Mr. Thomas having waived the reading and

signing.sg g 
Sincerely yours,

MILTON & GREENWOOD
REPOT ING ASSOCIATES, INC.

D. S. Georg:
Administrative Assistant
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Washington, D. C.

Thursday, June 29, 1978

Deposition of

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

a witness in the above-entitled matter, called for examination

by counsel for the Federal Election Commission, taken at the

offices of the Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C., beginning at 1:10 p.m., before Bobbie C.

Lake, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia,

when were present on behalf of the respective parties:

Milton & Greenwood Associates, Inc.
(NOTARY: D.C..VA.-MD.)
OFFICIAL REPORTERS

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036
Phones: (202) 833-3598

833-3599
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Also :Pre sent:

PAUL LOVEJOY

~. 'V

C ,W.T

E .- .7

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FfR:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
(Mr. Johansen)WITNESS:

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

:(R. Bolton)
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,h e .< e u p o . .

LUTHE-R I)WIN THOMAS

"'z..a witesas, Va Cal led.r f or, examination, by. counsel for the

Fed.r,1,,,Ed o mmi. P d,1 a~fter having been sworn b

.the notary, -was exami ned .nd t"tifed as follows

IRA~ZATION BYc NSZ THE':,FDEL ELCTION -CO M8s;I0N

BY ' MR . JQ....N:

CD. QImight ttart -,as~ an ~.tduction byl ayingthat my

o iname is Gary Johansen. I am here today representing the

.iFederal Election Commission, and accompanying me is William

, Oldaker who is the General Counsel of the Federal Election

o 1Commission, and Paul Lovejoy who is a paralegal for the

O Office of General Counsel.

This is a deposition of L. E. Thomas, %,hich is in-

N furtherance of the -Commission Is investigation into possible,
violations of the Federal Election campaign Act by the-

: Florida Friends of Reagan., and the matter has been designated

: .. a s M U R 4 43 (7 7 ) .

The deposition is being -conducted pursuant to the

iCormission' s powers as stated in 2 U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(3).

"Mr. Thomas is represented by counsel, John R. Bolton, who

i ispresent here today.



Yes.'

What~~r~r ~ name?"

Q- What is your occupation?

A Automobile dealer.

Q What is the occupation of your wife?

A Housewife.

Q Doyo have a business address?

7705 West:15th ~e-00tiama -city,

Q You said your 6oipatio n

you own an automobiledej, *shiV.t

A Yes.

Q What is the name f your

A 'Tommy Thomas Che rro.,t

Q . Is it incorporated ..

Florida.,

i -automobile dealer.

dOalership?

0D

Do

-it
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A .s incorporated.

QMr. Wlkereyous.d~-i- rGOv-trnr sReagan?.

for presBident?,

A 'Yea . ':: A~

I Whien Aid&t)OU Ifirst'begAin suppqktinq,-,G overn or gean?

1,1

DoO-i- yo nedt~~v nthis depo itiozn i.tte0 hat have,

been''answered in response 'to questions enclosed ,ith

r.Oldaker.'s letter -from earlier in -this -,year?

MR. JOHANSEN: The interrogatories?

MR. BOLTON: That is correct.

MR. JOHANSEN: Yes. Those matters will be covered.

MR,. BOLTON: You are /going to ask--

MR. JOHANSEN,',1 Not specifically verbatim, but those

matters could be touched Upon again.

~YM.JOHANSN

Q sorry; what time did you say you first became

<iftvol.ved, in : Governor Reagan's campaign for president?

A.. When he announced. I think it was initially

-November,20," 1975. I had been a Reagan supporter before that,

bUt t.rnati iS tne oancoffzc ile.

eWhn did you becomeinvolved in an official capacity,

z A- -C e



So o~ ez 's , ece";a 'a pinted ~ h~rui

~he time he en e e4Oilethed d9 h<

A Yes.
Ho co W,, out - f"' ,,

Q ~~wAid th", electLi om bdn?~

~4I hd, beOen the f'te

n4 knewI .twasI, A Ragan ida Y?,~

:s Iguess, as far ,as I kowthey'..., ~ t aybd

else about doingq it. They asked me to do it, and'I was,,more.

I than willing.

You say, "they;" did you talk to anybody else?

Whio,;F did you speak to?

A Senator Laxalt and David dKeene,.andI think

maybe John Sears.

Q What were their involvements in. the ampaign?
A Senator Laxalt was, I guess,the. honorary chairman,

land -he was the'chairman. John:Sears, I guess -was:ical ed the

icampaign manager, and I assume he was paid. And David Keene

was a field director,..

Q What did you discuss at this meeting you, hadwith

those three individuals? Generally, what did you discuss?

A I don't think2I met.with them all-at same

. C

0

0

0



I.. II

~

4'

0 , t t, inew:h"ndtie 11 alIke& I~t i e a ,t diff erent times andua

V-hat ,you, woul.d normally ,discuss. .We kn'ew when, the date ef~ti

pirye w.ul and we had to,'h hve a state.,wide organi zatio'r

ad'' had a very liie budge t, and, t)44s 'like ihAt.

Q D-uring the period of time, they, initially contac ted yo,

to 11'ecome - hairm" I; what did you discu'ss during that period!'

MR. BOLTrON: Are you referring to the period of-'time

in' November, 1975?

MR.'.JOHANSEN: When he was first.contacted in regard

1to becoming chairman?

THE WITNESS: I can't specifically tell-you what we

idiscussed.

I BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Just, generally.

A Discussions' about how ny :ipeople I could afford

to hire; how many volunteers we had to have; and how many

Aople we could afford to hire; where we would put the

1Hsate of fice; dates.

Q Did you discuss the national campaign 'at all?

A I can't say because I really I am sure we

..alked about it vaguely, what his chances were against Ford,,

,t cetera, but I can't remember anything specific that we'I

0,.

Q '

0:ii. .. ... ...

• ?. •ii ."•:ii



...... ] ~im i D o rou emye .- waen you anua y t .p ouffi e as' '...

!"" "m .. ! cairmason oas possible pratil ate1 :eano~ ?d

4

..: ~~D, 4 "'1 Q Tifisdicsont at : ou hadas h

ci a ele hne onersation for ai yoetwthoeo l

A .i-

'Q What h as tt ro

A Wl on cart te rI, et wi .te wa

Q Dd hos metigstae lace fi Fridaom

thereafter. avIdKene ivy we, op nd our Izasf ice som

ime

( ti in December; mnaybe it was January. But, you know

Vi¢:.:' 0i . e e .. ,.,: ...

K. .as soon as -possible.- practical, - after he announded.*

Q This first discussion that you had.hwas -that

tc or did you meet ith one or all

~q.'tre Individuals' in person?

SA At one time or another I met with them dividually.

Q Did thosemeetings take place. inFlorida?

A They took place in Washington. _I .migpt shave

4 met with Davi&'en~1 Florida, an the I alomt him

~in Washington,, But i fet!h~a~ an enatorLxl

i.up here.

Q Who yta u yu,; ma34 cnat wtthCitizens fo

Ragan campaip ..o.... eZ

A David -Keene.

Q Wha,, was his- "func tion:-with CitIze~ns. for Re~agan
- i .



1-1 the o ther t 'W h

'Q What klndo

gve you any jsii s e?

A Wel 11~

MR. BOLON, Myl) oC

BY MR. JOHSEN

661 adtw tiihL_,: and I asauit

~e4d eb,~v ~o i he

ad e litt ~ moe Aipec itic.

Q Did you discuss strategy for the Florida campaign,

Did you discuss how many offices would be set, up? Did you

,discuss finances?

A -Yes.

Q Did you. di'scuss any na-tional'strategy?...

A I don't think we discussed"any .national strategy.

Q Did you discuss- the rQle of Florida and how that

fit in with the other states in the Ll pgram? .

A o. Not that I knoh f

!,,thing we talked about'. but I can't see why we!.al4.

! Q How about with Mr. Sears or Sen ior Lca? Did

tyou have any discussions with them?

A None. .

4 -*
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0
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a,'CA11l4 ythz -c~a. There ak

u4 i.ay tad Idon't rememtber

" i "b b~iat,, -i"

whethr",S"eaxar tJere twhen pepat6r -einatV it t , bom

itwasnot airmen ,tpe eetesf ofh..cein

I can't. t..... don't. A Ned'tier
which o

A- N . e-, -a

l A No. Wut-Ia t eibr eve n w~e room,

11it -was in.

Q Where there other people being solicited to become

campaign chAirmen ,in their states a t that meting?

A No. I don't think so.

o Q During the time that you were chairman, did you

A ihave occasion to talk with. Governor iReagan about the

campaign?,

A Sure.

Q Many times?

. A During the., primary yes, because I rode with -him

IN, j! a lot of the time when he was making his speeches.

Q Did you talk about national strategy?

A Hell, no. I had enough problems in Florida. That

H:w: ... .was my only concern, and that was the major concern. Plorida
W..! ); .:"::

i*,':b, ',',,:." '.. , ' l~~ ~~It , :*' ;" , ' ' ' .. . ]:'' " i"



2 ~ 'Q '2P~2 ~ ' Y'2 ~'NV

iwat 'he' :1_ ay. ist: with the 'except.if o HAkuPs*ie

Adwe did It~ dis1c us he atphieecp

going; setng, like ht 2

Q Mybe, you have told, me thi, beoe 11t how 1 ten1 -

44,id you talk- withMr Sears,. who'La "your con., act

A He wasn'It my cotct P4d ehdws1d

,man*

A T jim -qrrv. With mr. Keene.?

I talked to him fairly often. Every time"I

Iwanted to talk to him I could, ,:after I found him.

Q Once a day?
A Maybe twice a week and sometimes once a week. I

:Idon't know, but I would say on an average twice a week. .

Q Could you describe your- duties as Florida chairman,

of Citi:zens for Reagan?.
-''"reried 'cp 'n,

Main e;l-y recruited e l-ecruited pr in

ounties; county chairmen; field people.

S.,,How many people did you .have underneath you; any

S . -"

2 -:A Volu nteers I knew personally and contacted per-

Isoi ily; I Awod say 150 that I dealt directly with,, and 2

h '" "., 4 1 -

t eeehouands coming in and out I may have spoken
' to,

- h r er' ousan :"" ." " :

~qrn

0

0



1 OW .if :'I

0, cs -were

s;aw the 'again

there?-

Sin O.rla

U
g~.

~

N

jsevera-cunis

Outside of Mr. Keene is there anyone 'else in the

!Citizens for Reagan Committee who you had much contact with

while you were chairman?.,

A Well, Neal Peden; she was one of David's secretaries,

and she ,was, kind of a coordinator. I talked to hrmore:,

i!than anybody.

Once a day?

' A Probably -on an average sometiknes three or ,foury ybha a lot of contact

i times', and other. dys ,maybe ,none. ,I a lt o

iiwith her.

Q What did you talk", opherabout?

A Where is David? They,. are going to change the

schedule and blah, blah, bl~i;' you-know.

1~~.

Q

7haf~i~±R ~a~pa WehadAn" Off ice $.n W t Hven,

St.P~tz~bur, f~Mi, Y-br t Lauderdale,- Prpbaly tn~

~Q~''hfOdf:: you to remeber all tthos

A *e l hey'art the biggest citlets. Thde re

not mnany Re piblicdans in Florida. We,,Are congregated i

0

i~ %O

C

0 o~'

0 .. (

1



I y ilr': d 96 usoa 4.Zr 8 hiene ~

"-,,id,,y ","k ~~ in other al

ote tates , 6 doiw n elation t -, w"i at

A,,' Not, rea'ly ,becau dwe ere:.the u'' r

"a, I t ~ tho',ght we -were the n. rl~zt

4-il -hink wweere.64'1' cried when we ZJds t: ~bca

,heve 1n and It -was habd yh n we, di4it in. I

FIo~rida primnary wa, impor tant*.

Q Did you ever discusspossible

the Citizens for 'Reagan "committee had?'i

4

A I wasn't interested in anythin

I didn't want any job;' nothing else.

Q Did you talk about finance as

for ReaganCommittee was being financed?

A, No .: We-did talk about finance

''.4

~, .~

0
h~~3& the

future. plans that

g except Florida.

to how the Citizens

hot speciically

that, but when I took the job, they told 'me they had' te-

pnloney for the Florida campaign, and afterward I foun:d .Qutf'I'.

,"they didn't, I guess that's par for the course.,

Q And you raised money in Florida for the campAig n

i.n Florida?.

A We did; yes.

4444

~'~444\ ~4444
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0

/ d y ever.speak.! other state cha inen of

th. Citizen : for rea an ittee?

tO other pople that idnt 'I herimares k lsisp

oQ Do yu srdtllat ther states? A1y

~ ~1~da resa aatin raso

duTring he. yi e a primarycampaignid t InMssirealypbut

I 'whenhe panedtherestaurant, I awentaby there and hsaw

lhim.
I talked to the North Carolina chairman. I talked

Ito other people that didn't have primaries like Mississippi

that I..,anthink of; and-.Alabama. I don'tthinkseeitherone

I oflthem had a. primary.

0Q What did you talk about; what did,"yoU. di scuss?,

A 1gus te cled, me" bout how te campaig

Iwas going, in Florida.
",Did yuak 'about their states?

A They didn'thave a primary campaign.'nMississippiI

they have a caucus-type deal. In Alabama they don'have

,ja primary.. AnywayI don't know how they select their

Idelegates.' I think they'have a state convention.
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4-

4

) A

BY MR. JOHANSEN

Q How about newspaper layouts?

A Yes.
II-

I ' A Q

"A

Contributor lists for peop you -......-

in Florida?

They forwarded me the letters 
of people who

HOW H'am.

QIDhd tntona omte roieyuwt

d a~

4 1

camain ateaal k~lkepotsor ebuttns ch afr

Q You said you,~ '~te0tt h~ra~~

r

We, di talk set hinal IReagan o e

Ai

4~ass, r jZU m

othe were-

A Yes.

Q Did he naionalcommittee provide yuwt

TCampaign material, like posters or buttons?

MR. BOLTON: Excuse me. The national ,Reagan Co0Mitte

lor the Re ublican National Committee?*

S . JOANSEN: The national 
: Reagan committee.

THE WITNESS: Sure. We didn't have any.

C
0

4q.

0

[
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mirvh$ want tO



.... • tzA, a'At k ei

.. .. ti b 6 ' ii . .,

J~t teml . t

were supplied pimr I

LS

url Az0veO' W=

l~~~~~~ pad u h tg:atrth rmra ona oer

thantw y ad hu Vonr' i,) ae It tok er .,cl y o

tn cohairm* ~

mney; they said) tfi4y 1,d 1Ik twretceea

Q When did the Flor idag, Citi zens for Reagan

T Committee terminate?

Aking technicallyor actually?

o'day after the primary I .closed the big office in or lando,

th state off , and d a CA who was the treasurer,

0 ce -, -An. d we' , 
h d a.,

pan he had some space-in isofie wch we rented. We.,

i '"i of 
id . d

N moved everytihing wecudto :his: sma-llfie We still had

b ls telephone 081st~ things, like that- that had, to,,be

'paid. 'But thie g r he.primary,. as soon -as
4 Al

'up, wetredwn 1 thq ariis and, thing liethat

ilthat we 'had put in-, Ah'-is&'pl a op It took nearly all day to.,

do ,that. I, gues -A did ,take all day.

The next mofiin I drove: to Tampa. We alrceady had a

1iplan to 'get all tt1iOgs SOd on e because I needed to get
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0
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4

Vf Itta , 1p The-...a

b500 .iwork.n, vent fa . The Ta i P&o fc - ",s

lairea, lcosed. I tink when I got there, thdre was '1ayb~

oni Volutee hdtocntc these. eo ebyhtoin get thl PI is" ,

bo6e amajor signifi an buthe r i anty -h

Ii stil hadto contacte these people -by .ph. e. had:?;i:

teehn roblems , thins lke hatwhic hamad o "o no

of majo sigif cance, bu hywreiprat

one 4p pd l ,Jp aid o

IQ You s'ad ocontacted hese people byo phoe.ha

,'What people?

A The people who had been in charge of the counties

, all overthe state, tand tey called me, or I .called"them, .- or

they wrote .me about-, yhv.o1u know, we have a bil "tt asn'

been paid. And at the time :there were ciee at-ew Ragan

j!bills that had not been paid. Some of them ,were cle*"ical

,ierrors; bills didn't get in on time, littl-.things like that.

If you have ever been in a campaign ;'"you know advance

!men went around and contracted for the bills, ands.'.is ebody

Oihad to pay them. So that is why we keptlone. girl.,in the
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' AN

a hT_'hey 'wrepr dthr', nif'e"

C4S~o~ria.Al hine thy h d , to Wahingtone*r~

Whh'were.v Ve

Q I elive theprn rw o Mrh ;i ta
corrctSo hes aciviieswoud hve en onthe 'tit"

of March? ~eprra 'a, nMrh sta

,A Yes. Was the 9th the right day?

MR. BOLTON': I think the 9th was right.

THE WITNESS:i I don't know why, I thought it wa's the

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

So technically you would say that you terminatedl'

i then on the day after the primary?

A Well, I tried to. I felt I had to go backdown.

"there the one time and turn the records over to the county

Republican office because we had no place to put them, what

"was left. Of course, it all pertained to Florida, so we

Igave them what records we had left.,.

~1

<

r .'

i
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Q A, biu Jary, lY" Pe" s~to the Si8
. _,he

lterzoaore you sted you'',ere involved with teA

•u for.-= "ntil terminationon March 11,

19,76. I think this".ud be twodays ater the primay.

And then you saidd-it akey owra 1 thi hd lt6

- ,Arem n Afro.te

with wr Wppiheng' up obliatioffiin Ora ht themend

Is thit what you meant by'wra pping up obligations?

A 'Yes.

Q How long did' it, take ou to wrap things up?

0A When we closed the office in Orlando at the end

of the month I.-think, as well as I can remember, that really
,1,o

put the finishing touches to, it. All the little telephone

depOsits and things like that had been returned by that

Itime.

Q You say when you closed the Orlando office when?
.A The second office. We closed the big.Orlando

poffice the day after the primary. We moved the books to the

-A
1
'

AA'AA

A' A'" A
.A'4~ A'.

"A'

A'A'~A~,AA'AA~ *. A'

iiCPA's office.

ii I was up here when they formed the Federal Election

ICommission. They had a briefing up here, and they gave, us

_ all the guidelines, everything you can do and can't do, and

'A

A' A'A'A', A'

A A. A' A' A' A'

A"A'A' . A'
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~ried I th4 ' wayIa-'cuiar.Ly uzrnuu.

luh 4and sure tatl t docuents dotted and every pbican

mae" cou n sommitteave thelnlryak h est i

oise, and tat why we, had- i srurer

we thouwh we-, war up? j "

Q oas4 o1~ls 4 up :e ittl~ 0~n*#Ac

A*h NdverfbZ

'A b We clsti e I a fide and it on the to t

little.office the ,day -a fter the primary. Then. it wasL some-

time in April rwent back dwn there And took th'egirl to

lh nd ave al'l1 the docuntsand alih to the Republican

County committee, gave the landlord back the keys to his

off ice, and thatawas -the end Of it.

liwayom fro Panam 'dyt Olno

.Q So in ta ame you oicily terminate And

1wrapped things up?

A In the meantime I talked' toher on the phone, but

I wasn't down there., rar-p mero ber I think that was,

the onle aet ,oX mig ht have gone one, other-

Htime. I don't think I ori(%'-o~t 0 r time. it is a .long.

'way from Panama City to Or tnoo and air servic s' od

Q So it was approximately ( a month?

A Yes. '

Q Dur ingt this; wrap-up -period of, tinfe, when you were-

t



State-of

A

No. Not that,

A ' AU44b A

olwlb 4 6r didn t ave.,an~y

reason. to have a meeiting.14

" '0.
spoke with them, you spoke with Keene

ise you can remember?

I can think. We were ,painly concerned.

with telephone depositsbtheing returned and things like

Did1rou discuss the national campaign at. all

'that.

during

thos *4wrdcn?
A :,::o .I! bably asked how it Was going,"but that is

all, not- anyt n In depth, not specificaly. How does it

look, 2? ;e tea72

D Did.you !:.;discuss any other states in particular

that ~u~h eebr

Q When you

,,r his''secretary?

A 'Yes.

Q Anyone e:

'I A Not that

0
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Col

.,, o Not that & ,nremember'.

-s,,:in':o,, er

bidrom he Cit fo r eabout campaignstrategies in ot

states or.what , m4ht , e c

A TheyVwr e we.gprobably dis dusiedt billS ,

ditdsoe Misit* -b6 utse the n x~ ,0

:"" ri e an is n, ' " ....

frietd a ofsmiie-,pe ohins t eo .wi" rse Pe0i,

this lady, is from Mi igpuys 'that eworedforDe Keen.

Qh hen you dismantled the Florida offieed:Wanoe

jfrom the Citizens for Reagan committee he.Lp you in'doing

1itat?

A No.

Q They..were mainly concerned About' getting bills

!Ipaid and those ..types of .things?

i A A uckly as the primary was over, 'in%, Florida,

1 there ,were two or three Igu ys- I can 't r xemem ber who was

'there. The nextmobrning they were gone. hre was3 some body

idown there that night, but they took off. We didn't see

lany of them.

Q While you were chairman, did you have any discussions

with the national treasurer for the Citizens for Reagan

campaign committee?
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.a1-n ,: 'wa .

Q Sure. You don't ihave tot take an hour.

MR. BOLTON: Take whatever time you feel you need.

THE WITNESS,I can understand.why I a e .Ike 1,

1.

iF

C

S:.. ,:. ..?.

0

-, '- . R a g a_ .1 - e. "... ' -, . - ;

can.t Dte ll'

*0 40

-QCah-"Youdesc ibe th iception of he',leI da,

Rf:eagan Comnrkitteo?
A Do you want it in detail'

Q Yes. In detail.

A I woke up one :night mad as hell.

.,Q When was this?'

I A, I th ink it iwas,,,?.tght aftert1 NothCrolina.

primaryq,',,'~sj

Q Do you reihni be r t e a pr xi v atidte f

.be :iij ,approx....i ,., .,i :.'date ' b

A oet.e nthe latter paztof March. And&~
take .me an hour tO0 wtell Dyou What brOuhtitabut. Do.

:want to know it?

Av,
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, tveri msmtnt anh -irago -Ia

u
ofveoae I r de#tan fohy Iam a ewike I Amw i

'and awould, do it Again. cabed oldnI t dsay there. Isy

fo1 ar hil, oty,1gerthan haeOad
yuprobabW-have ar4"time tnes in

you ,have: h~ttd'of rdopping out of school?, d dntdrp

out~ouhs ht The day aftex,. I was IJ

these things are important to me. I found out that I

couadn,e vrgistear as a IRepulican and I raised all kinds f

hell in ,the courthodvie ,bie6a Se it is important, to me to

Svote. It: is veryimortant to me. And I had an uphill

i struggle in AabainL :for all those intervening years -because.,1~1
I was a Republican.

The first au ,t bile :dealership I had-- I started out

!as a salesman, dA -very ,w6ll, got a small dealership in a

small town where Auburn U.U-niversity is. It's a sma town,



A'

741,.

~~nd-, I a tRony epuhl4in in to~~S took ab~~"4

yIears ~-sinal cabuse, 'and te, on..y am thing ht"9

potected me Werz.. th vildif e, lawsI ~ess, e~s

waSanendanq pc~e.~~
wa a e eb~eo

64,~tonws
par,~ A 1a) k

6n4 gh to get dal 'hvoe~eirh in Florida ~~K

act.Ive in the Ike~ubl can Pa rty in Florida., becani .e the

jtate-chairman j-nd seve f' yeas.

And Jerry Ford is 'a very good f riend of mine. Ithink

jlhe was a wonderful man., but I was opposed to the buddy

1system#, and',G vernor 'Reaganspkmylnug. Adial

Athe time Irod-e with- GovernorR Ragandrn h lrd

jprimary I kept trying to gthim to brekte1t cmadet

to quit being too, :much of A gentleman. He is still too much.

ofa gntma. If you are going, to take someone''s job

jx ) a~ m them, you have to' give them a reason to vote

Ifryou.-

AThe reason we lost in Florida was because Reagan

V~old' break the 11th commandment. He couldn't criti cize

PxResil1nt Ford,. and because the last week before the Florida,

rimary, Ford came to Florida andiunashamedly just spent

0
I'

A'

0
iq.

0
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Repubia c. untyr got.a hospital which. several6,tiher tIi

,wore in , 2f wik n:or.i .Martin Marietta gotod4- th r1o-I

annvinon

h fen'a  u t acth4n Prendet 1he, Secrety of Tam i

Cam he peole m i North Cora ha 4 rapid tr it

i!.Reagan 1 pol., ee Davi Kene Joh I" rs to staatp

system.,;~

. wasA iocfN t And Florida was fto rep)teapi

c rsnn,04'those 'five Republican congressmen came bak

toesin .orwe -k before the pimary . and told the. con-

, Ostituents that they had all kindsof goodies for them;- they

Ihad t l support the President; otherwise I am convincedWdin

MY heart we would have won the Florida primary.

The people in North Carolina had toldathe Citizens for

IReagan people- here,# David Keene,, John Sears, to stay the

Irel ot f orh arliathy wnted. to run the campaign

,their. way and gta littletoughand were rlica~ of

President Fodand they won .

Okay', ,ao after the North, carolina pringary, 1 e~ijip in

Ithe middle of 'the.:night And thought, you kniow, darm1tr:x

Reagan will never win anything unless he does- becomeii modre
it

critical.

BY MR., JOHANSEN:

Q Ddyutlk, to peop'le'in North Carol 1,ina about thila?

A

I
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o u, iia was,,ed the c onsn pri ry

f terward?

S9 Ahd .y~u.'AiL5Vusse 'Stategy

A jus han t t Ntt

ne ,ph tand foundotb ay ae hee

-they, w ouldnI t.ut an ad thee unday bh i

heymweretWhiwa it theirway.
So I called this advertising friend of misne, a,"local

a a tising agency who does commercial advertising who works

ifor us, and we discussed it. And the Wisconsin primary

swas coming up in no time. We just had no time to get ready,

and he got on the phone and found out how many Paerngrthere

were th tcouldrun. anead onthe Sday before ithe Visconen

primary Bwhich wason:%Tuesday

Q Let me interrupt. Did, you discuss this wi*6th' any

II other people aside from the advertising person?-..

A Yes. I took the brochure that was given to me as

,,a Republican state chairman to my lawyer and said--now,.in_

Florida - he wasn't aware of this because in the northern

llpart-of the state-;our papers don't carry like in the southern

part. But the Conservative Union had run an 'ad, in the
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.Coliorado . So I-went, to him and said here,:are the' gUi4d4o
em, ~ twy, a ithere any reason why - 't

set up a deal calledl"7lo~id Friendsq ean

He kcept the boo~Lot arz ~a d me t hi ne day, Ad:d ~4d

_ ,, .. .. :a nd.' .. . -e . " m e ' .... , .

";bte",_w a~ no ke&kpon , V .!, an-e 4t, e

,'ormus, and I tried,"'Q

0 Did you s 6li, t other people' s help or oct
other people to becom mbersbes of Plorida Friends of, Reagan?

A Yes.

Q How many people?

A The ones I reported there.

Q Reported where?

A

who sent

ilQ

In the reports I filed with you all. The people

in money, I reported it all.

With the Federal Election Commission?

A Yes.

Q Did any of them help you organize the committee?

A No. Some might have called somebody else. Some

I that gave maybe a thousand dollars might have called

il somebody else, but I think everybody on there is a friend of

4

it mine that gave money. One guy may have called somebody

.
I

I
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lse, for ':me,, bkausea. .- :

_Q Did ybu discuss tour idea with anyone from the s

I t nti ,whenDaveKX4,

aotled meIIt adverisme ne te notrto s inhathwas

2~abouit two or threay4e fr ,tol tte tw~ o

tobecounterpro *itve. and,, not tb 0 ayio re. ~i~~dd

doi inote tates, but after he said;'do'n ' do d 4

Ididn',t.

Q -Did you discuss the idea with anyone in otherzstates

about'placin'g 'advertisements in other newspapers in other

.states?

S A No.

Q Did you ever talk to Governor Reagan after

primary in Florida?

' .Not'-until the convention.

SYoiaattended the convention?

Q 'Were you a delegate?
A Yes .,I was a delegate.

Q Maybe.'.you said this, but approximately how

the

m vany .

people woul d you say were involved in Florida Friends of

!
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"Rb A"An'o"it'

A ",., e i

6X es Mt4ab~ y~b uite?~

ati alla.

A, No. Except, I cant remember :all -thes people 'that

gave -money now but some of the peop le that were Reagan

workers 'in the primary ,and Citiz ensf L -for ,Reagan .,contributed

to Friends of Reagan._ Is that cwhat you mean?'

Q Yes. They -gave contributions'?

A' Yes.

Q Cudwe: go back to L6z Ad' tisaing'again?

How did you make' the decision p~nta~t them*

A :They do ,advertising worJkfor te

MR. BOLTON: 'For you~r tlcoiL

THE WITNESS: Yes.
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'14~~~ fig,~ * ~ 4

BMRJOH~ANSEN:

D id they do anyr 0d rt sin work, for the Cititens,,;,

f~or Rea an Cnmittee? A

w~,totallyoto ahnd,

A. . ...Z ...

onswho 'm~de4 the dec ision;,' 'a ,-to whichnw d

A Yes:5.

WA o i.e thau..L4L LO 111gt Lo it.L J.u=yT

A No. Thyhdnothing':to .do with them.

: Who :made them. up?

MR. BOLTON; Which ones?

MR. JOHANSEN: Wisconsin,.

THE

the ads-.

iweren't t

I a picture

bthe inter

,You said

WITNESS: Long Advertising took ,rt ideas. a -d de"..

I did't se thads~ tii~ftera rdeeaus e 1hey t 41

.yped to send tome• for proofing.. Ihad to true .hem.,

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

In your interrogatories I think you, said yOu ued"

of Governor Reagan., -and Mr. Bolton-has a copy : ".

rogatories. Maybe you would like to look at th'se i"- .

you got it from the Wall Street Journal.

it
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MR AOLesn:€~4 BL~t ~eansWezs, to the interrogatorie

identified4 hbe source q:" the , cop~y o yutand design of

ahd~dvertisi1 by '10rid rieinds of Ri and

that was 'th rzreisee

THE WdoSS:, thg. did h s tht -I g f ie

Governorj6* 9 ,d 4 tw 0 d okrra1

NBY , MR'sJOHANSEN:.

Q Youdon'tknow how they got itfrom the Wall Street

[oJournal?

'0A NO'.

*0,
, Q It wasn't from-Citizens ,for t-Reagan .hepiture?

A I don't think so. I haven's at. Igest

i~i'O ... i!Sbers, nd th nk. .busina.: 1 gess is tc t~t upir

o 15on he miedtonwspapers and all, and they used it,

j1but I don't know.

Q You also, used "a pho tograph of -the White. House,,,

Jwhich you said was obtained from H. Armstrong Rober ts 'Stock

j!Photo Supplier. Do you ko how Long Advertisng obtained

2 it from Mr. Stock?

MR. BOLTON:- I think6 the person's name is H Armstrong

Rotberts, and I think -his ,:busines is'Stock Photo Supplier

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Do you know how they obtained, his name to get ethe

• Ii 
'

if



Q

newspapers?

hen we

, X , 7 7Z

cle i4ike Thtup on ,about it, he said tz ,I'

like, an6f fie suply place, a 6ume

knw.,'If ~ALo~ 6h*tac ted' an~yoneo from -thed

kn ~ -.,.Z. ;ouldi t- sa nite& l

re. the ads actuxal3ly pla'ced ,in the Wisconin~

A What day?

Qi Yes. Do you remember in relation to the Wisconsin

primary?

Yes. - They were on Sunday,

i' Tuesday.

1 Q Doyou

- ~~Ten or

MR .0 BOLTON:

TOE WITNESS':

BY MR.

Q How did

ads? You said yo

.. did -you-do that?

and the primary was on

know in how a papers theads Were ,piced?

twelve I would guess; ten or twelve.

It says in the interrogatories' answers 14.

Fourteen.

JOHANSEN:

you raise money for the placement

u solicited contributions earlier.

of these

How

1.

0

0

~q.

'S

heu., It, :s,
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o

call

Florida. most

h~ave: time to write ,101
hv4

4,

ephone~c e0i0/r ''

Q Who did th

A No.
A No.

O Did anyone else do any calling?

A No.

Q When did you begin soliciting contributions

Florida Friends of Reagan?

A

do it.

1the idea?

for

I guess. asquckly as I1,-found out I was go ing-, to

Acouple orZ-,ays .. te, . you originally thought of

A Yes.

Q Do you reeub-'er whv6n the

I received

A

Florida Friends of Reagan

their first ,Icontribution?

Not exactly',,-...,

4,4~44 ~$~~&'

$4,'

~1

1'



"' + MR.CoOL l I, ore m hato Is re I lected In thereel

~1

-t-e wihteon'mis ion on March 28

+1R .JO + .  EN W0 Did youeuse'nli th that.

MR,, J 'MR.a 3OI a h d"'SJN

Q The pe i ne-,: contacted eithe by o ft

o the p. n Aid t u a e have nowatio i oes a

o r '6 % 'it h '"'. +., f ..

it jst :friends 6f you rs?. '

A e. Theiy were jst cose friends, most 'of them,

s fode I didn't h e time to go to any were, I am ue 1
* could'.,have gotten more money if I had gn olwrlvl

iii '+ ..

Q Did you us ist at had beenused by the

0 Citizens for Reagan Committee in the pima

A I didn't usea list. I have known ths.e people"

for years. I didn't nedalist. They were df've in o

lRepublican Party and all. I
Q Ithink you said earlier that you. 6 ex

putting ads in newspapers in other states other than

'0 Wisconsn Di o onsider any other pro jecitsbs~e

sin Di yo c .... M .:newspaper advertisements?

1,• 4

A Such as? I don't really know what Y.u.. . mean.
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:444
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adveirtiseme n'W ts inu other staeut n

A yes . 4

. Q Gonrid tw h 4ddr 1e -u advertisement

sta nnwpp r I .4,

_4. 4 .4 4No.

IWell yo stcairm arwie ehtyuto~h u

tu- were the de isiom.n make? Wy

~ * 4 A Yes.,

Q 'Why did you outi the advertismen just inthe

AetWiscon in papers?'

A Jus t in the specif ic Wisconi paesh put(

o them in?

4 Q Generally why "did- you de.cide to. put advertisements"

I i ne spa ers in, Visonsin?

-A Bcas ta wsthe pimary-coming, p, It wo ul1dn't

"do, any good to-put-them somewhere w~here there wasn'it: a

j1primary.

it Q Well, you stated earlier that YOU thought about4

H Placing advertisements in 'other 'states#' newspapers.Wh

!did you decide againstL do-ing that',

-A Two reasons::, Keene told me not to do it,

. ,. . . .4 . . ... : : . , , ., " , .. . ,:" .: ' , ... . ;, " ,' : .



that YUC~d g in90ai&ds 1, e~~ h Rp~ic Anti

~azrty Ln dapri rt not g try i~g to do,

with any ,spedif iccnd ida te aything 1like thatwe -w94d

run .ads, nd p olewuldkeid 'in Contribuations,-and We

would take-that money and put ads in other papers to buildL

~jourlist of standing members.

Q Q Syowere hoping to :get-,, contributions from

1people in Florida?

A Not Florida. WiKsconsin.

11- id you actualLy soicitC contributions in the ad?

A Yes. There,.was.a cou1pon. Wedidn t receivea

lot of contributions from them . Those-that gave a conitri-

I bution of anysz are lited.

I returned a lot of small contributions to Wisconsin

and wrote a little'note saying,"e, are not going to run the

ads, and so I am returning your money."

Q Why did 'you return the contributions?

A Because, I wasn't going to run any more ads,, and, I

C

0

~qrn

0

0
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~

~;44' ~ ~ W4~

~4

214'
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Q tin 4 our -interrogatories,.you stated ha

"I hik iI "4. te

ka '4

A That-de et iILaA,'
Tha a, vft t' 'SAY

'C'&.4 Y4 ' hw I,4't

Q a~ YU ~'hwA de?

Q was it,; a comnmittee check, or did, you pay themh

personally?.

A Maybe both. It may have been partly-from the

jcommittee and partly personally, because I didn't know

until-- in other words my contribution and my wife's were

made-to just'balance out, just balance the bills; , so we

'" ,had :nothig -leftover.",

Q This was your contribution to

A ti~ dda Friends of Reagan.

prl ' ;~ you.don 4.,t remember exactly if you made part of

the pay*4t, tto ,.L-g dvertisement? -It coUld have been

frpm yotly.artlyfrom" the committee?

A. 4" ~'es. But at the final outset the Florida Friends

of Reagan1paid 1itall and I may have got some money back

personally, bcause I had to pay them, and I can't tell you

- '4 . -. 4

.4 . . . . . . .' ' ' i- " , i, ' : " ' ' ..
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fit jY R .J"ASN i "e

I .

.;I othem wt Oit intke

fi Ir aalysiche ithurn edatFriedsofi:t 1Oan "l.,

"Out, wioth theuoneyu that ?vQ4o inienk bi o ,do w

K2'When y ea, h6 14,, 6*u

A Lpay LoAdve
46 IV

V had toMs -- el: So it ud U es e!al O

due Long Aderptisement?

THE WITNESS: That is 'right.

By M. JOHANSMN

Q So any amount you paid to Long Advertsement for

Ithe Florida Friends of Reagan committ e'wa.s"reimbursed -to
-you at a later date?

b I ohe ords, e ut swapped -checks.'-to make

i sure we balanced with Florida Friends ofenReagan

Q Could.you explain to me,,whatyu anbyswapping

checks'? .DidLong Advertisement not-ahsh. YO .,.heck?

A No. They did. I am sure e 4bdUt Ik'now

ilhad to pay Long. Most - well, Xue s Tie yallth
o'

'money that was taken in practically.A- th~e may hvbeen.

)some other expenses, I can't remem r, ,- - WeTt, "to Long

JAdvertisement. And I had,-to send_-t1hem rone6y ~f ront .to.

0 pay for the ,ads, and I think, thatw1- #en the :,Fl1*2.da Friends,

1. 2.



~ ega ~neh~ h ck b'~i bla~nce, wh t6v it-,

h!h j- e

it ,t me1 ah& ? I" t iA' knew how".'much' J had tp1 i~

Qi yo shouldnt g o f acheck ItforLng Ave emet
WoAshintthat effekt Ys b e got .oat, ,

-d~~i Al a3.4 16Ulswee'p id, yo'Mow It is ii

th fler. I~~tyo ac~nlete det'aile b e akdown on

every token.

Q Yo said earlier 'that you spo0.ke 'with Mr. Keen

f few days, before the ads were run in Wisconsin, and he

~Jadyushouldn't go forward. Is that correct?

it A Words''to that effect. Yes. He got -hot Abo~ut, it.

SI told, him it wa s 'none of- hi's'damn business.

Q Why did'. he not want you to go forward with the ads?

A He said, number one, there -was a possibility - I...

[don't think he said it would be breaking: the' law; and two,

the said they would be counterproductive..

Q Did you discuss whether or not it could be

Sillegal?

told him it wasn't because I h already check'

;iwith my lawyer. .

Q Did he indicate more than that you may get into-

''~'"'"''
2'~'j>'
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0
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iddh, I don'' iihk did, Ia'teAll

,ox hange~d, 4q hit w&: A
0

dIA, 'y, . t g ... ... ' i::

I that conveta 44ir v ;i
&Ihi til tim

"" -I ' . . 1.....l ..... ...

and' .Somlebody-. called a tol.d ~ hy'ad seen 'the ads.

... Some newspap~er iown'them -the ads, somhething lik: that,

OIand he said, you know, it was going to shoot them down,

a (I going to kill them. And I said, "You are not going to win

o }anyway. What the hellI difference does it make"

Q Was this .the only time that yoU talked to Mr. Keen

C0. j1after you finished upWith the C1izs foz Reagan Committee;.

S:do you recall?

A The only time between then arsd th ic nin thin9?

Q Yes. You hada wrap-up period of time: After
11you had wrapped up the campaign in Florida, did you talk to

SMr" Keene?

' A I don't think so.

Q His secretary?

A I know'.I talked to his secretary about phdne bills,

d . .
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wrap up. After that wrapfu peroe did you talkto Mr.

Keene from then until you talked to him immediately before

the Wisconsin newspaper ads?

A I don' t think so.

Q How about Governor Reagan?

A No.

Q Anyone else in the Citizens for Reagan Committee?

>.< , . LTON::: Other than-Ms. Peden?

K TE.WITNESS: Not tat I can recall. We felt bad

tabout. losing the primary, and I am sure they felt bad about

4't, amd there wasn't much to talk about.

IM .. M. JOHANSEN:

Q "When did Florida Friends of Reagan terminate its

*.1

%~ I
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~

ein ast re w You.A
A . When. we 't 77i' 1o-Aj

Q 'Andtht -eion was made y yyou?

A Yes .

d" or",.ou ted?

A YeBsZ

(wicussian'of f the reord.)

BY MR., JOHANSEN:

Q olointeWiscon sin primary.,, did you rs ume,
{y.campain r s on i i i ywit itzns f or Reagan?,

A No,

Q Even rin an' unofficial capacity did you assist or

help them?

A No. I mean.--what Was the .date of the Wisconsin

lprimary? I still had' go cloSe out the office. Was that

before, or after?

MR. BOLTON: April.n'n was tl.... isc' sin p ay.

THE WITNEISS Ye.' I'T' had" 'to gP close out the office

11in Orlando after that,,, ,. ,.u thta wa§,, all.

BY MR. JOHANSENj:

Q How did you submit receipts for expenditures

which you incurred on behal f ,of A;Citizens for Reagan?

I,

;............................................" .

0

0

0
Sii!



A~o Z~iit4~our of ice in 'Florida, andA~

they had, the money they paid -' If theyr dd', I9i

thema h~e been paid in Washi* . sbmtedthou'

stdtot&ry-- pw ;Ilk cdi ign, the
~~dJs, thteheryad~~?~D# ~~a in his oft 106

Her o f o0i~oe

QOf 14V 4y, 976, Vu tceid$O'

intavel reimbursement from Ci is forRegn

MR. BOLTXOW: I, think the report,, the Citizens for

lReagan report, says travel reimbursement,-and office expense.

OMR. JOHANSEN: And motor vehicle; all three possaibl1y

o MR. BOLTON: It is more than travel.

U MR. JOHANSEN: Yes. I agree with you.4

'OD BY M...JOHANSEN:

Q As you know,, we have .secured f rom 'tjie Citizens

for Reagan Co mmittee copies, of re-ceipt s which ft 'had-

isubmi dtewe .ptted to them, An thywr supplied to Yo~x attorney_

some time ago. Have you seen copieso he?,

A Yes. There .was one item on there, a lunch de-al

for $7 and something, I don't think should have., been charged

Ito the, Reagan Committee. I think it was in error., M And sdt

lof them were incurred in March, but we kept up everything

. .I I . . , ., . . - .': ' ;:. :i ". "'- ; ' ' ' '



% hndladevery+,hi~ .on "r'dan,'ixP*5 Itss -

month.,b fo~re you get' the', kil, but I -did, so I would h~a

ar mord.* -

Q It1Ln ~~ga~re et;0ect in-, a',a number-Q~

receipts' were, 4td the dae.

primar'y- tn.I S bd w_14like, to "o thro~g

qguic1 ly wti yu.

And-,the- first invoice I am handing. to you- is' f rom

National Car,,,en talI

MR. BOLTON: No.

BY MR. JOHANSEN

Q I am sorry. An

it- was for $43.08.

~i A Yes.

MR. JOHANSEN: I mig

1 Government, Exhibit No. 1.

1I * Gver...ment

4I~A34>

d it is dated March 28, 19:76, and

ht ask that this be marked as.

(The National Car Rental System,

Inc. invoice dated, March 28,,
1976, for $43.08was marked
Government Extibit"NO. '-1 for
identification, a copy of Which
is attached to the court copy
of this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Could you examine that and tell us the purpose of
- II

ii

Q 0:

0
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* ithis expenditure?

A The $43.08?

* Q Yes.

* A I can't remember exactly, but what it looks like

to me -- the car was driven only 38 miles. It is about 15

limiles, I guess, from the airport to the headquarters, and

it was probably just as cheap, you know,, to rent a car.

Because where our headquarters was there was no other way of

getting around. You would have to call a taxi. But it

looks like I had the car for two days and put 38 miles on

%9f
C1711it which would be just to headquarters and back.

Q So this is during the wrap-up activities when

7 you were visiting headquarters in Orlando, the small head-

quarters?

A It would be the small headquarters.

Q The second invoice I am handing to you is also

from the National Car Rental, dated May 19, 1976, and it is

for $15.90, and I ask that it be marked as Government

Exhibit No. 2.

(The National Car Rental System,
Inc. invoice dated May 19, 1976,
for $15.90 was marked Government
Exhibit No. 2 for identification,
a copy of which is attached to
the court copy of this deposition.)



u om -out ikw' for a' fligl# on' May',

frot cam Ciy, Plorida-d t ri.ando,,, Floridandrtz

nMAy The ,iOuv Ti~ 42~.8 hInt k _that the date

h, ide8 0.6 1"Olane o kelirt

"(he,"ticeke t :stdb froi r'$,i,6z o-tn,
iwayS.' for a C

Florida fkbm PA -
FPlok.da -4 reui1~n May -18
197C'6, wat marked ( overnment

~i~14bt N~.I for -dentification

a copy of whiLch i4s attached to
the qourt-copy of. this6
deposition.)

THE WITNESS: But I still can't figuire out how you

could get a car for $15.90.

you were

Q

iday or wh

A

tdown ther

Q

the. same.,

BY MR, :.JOHANSEN:

When you were in Orlando, was that probably when.

closing up the small office?

It is possible. Yes. ",

Do you recall whether you were in Orlando that..

at you did?-

No. The only thing ,I-"can remember doing was going,

e and closing the office.

How about the American Express bill which is on

sheet for $7 49? -

.

0.



.. ?No

think.'it ''a'ou.ld 1be ck

it is ve~y ul

' R htg U

bee ~hqg to

Q But -he, f I

Kar ,doReagah

t th6 date is June "1, 19,76,bu

ink4ti alnitan.Itshu J.'9

e;anconmiittoe.

ofCitizens fIor Reagan 'Wee -cips:ed,

the 11th of June?,

A Yes,.

(The American Express bill for
$20.01 dated April 28, 1976,
was marked Government Exhibit
No. 4 for identification, a copy
of which is attached to the

11 court copy. of this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q The fourth :;bill s one from American Express.

for $20.01 on April '28, .1976. The place where the bill

was charged to is blurred. Do 'you 'have any recollection of

jtwhat that expenditure was for?

eA No. Sure don't. I will say it was not a

ilrestaurant charge because if it was arestaurant charge

!;there would be a tip on it.

MR. BOLTON: Excuse me. I have just noticed on'Some of
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irke Govrt~int Ehibt No . :5

r id'e~ntif iition,;a copy of
hich is attachedto,'the court
py of this depositioh.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q The fifth document is a check stub record to Shell

Oil Company on March 22, 1976 ,for $11.58. That appears to

be for gas. Do you know when that expenditure was made?

' A When it was actually purchased?

A, Your credit card bill is always a month behind, so

S isay the gas was bought sometime in February or

mayibe even January.

(The check stub record for $69 271
payable to Texaco, Inc. dated -

April 15, 1976 was marked
Government Exhibit No. 61for 

i

identification, a copy of which
Is attached .to -the court copy
of this deposition.)"* I r

i.-
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Qs The Sixth ,is a~ k stub record of ahckttd

out to 'Texaco Inc. on Ail : 15., 1 7 6- :listng a , 1d.'-

for, the, 'Re an,,, a 6* to~. th nk ot1ere w,±~ 1000

bill14 49g ,n th1ee :.ba wern 'tatittbuted: -to ~teRe an

'A Ye:S.

Q Do yo' urecall 'when the actual expenditure was

made?

A No,. But I can tell you that it would have ''to ,be

t sometime a month before that at least.

(The check stub recOrd for $23
payable to Shell Oil Company
dated, April 22, 1976 was marked
Government Exhibit No. 7 for,*
identification, -a copy of which,
is attached o n court,

40? 0.o this depositio.

BY -MR. JOflANS -,,
The next:is a check stub -recording of a check

16made out to Shell"Oil &mp y on ,,April 22, 1976; do you

1recall when -the,.actual exp6nditdre for that was made?

T. A No. Of course, it wduld be prior to that, at

least a month.

Q Except for the forhargs r:gasoline, the doc

-" U " ~

copy

mients

'4'.
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II handed to you marked as exhibits were expenditures made

1!in wrapping up the Citizens for Reagan campaign in Florida?

A I would assume so. Yes.

(The check stub record for $67.2q
payable to National Car Rental
System, Inc. dated April 30,
1976, was marked Government
Exhibit No. 8 for identification,
a copy of which is attached tothe court copy of this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Lastly, I am handing to you a check stub record of

a check made out to National Car Rental dated April 30, 1976,

for $67.20, regarding these last four exhibits.

MR. BOLTON: Eight, seven, six and five.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Eight, seven, six, and five. They seem to indicate

that funds were drawn from the Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc.

:corporate account to pay for expenses incurred in the

Reagan campaign.

A Yes. And they were reimbursed. But you have

there a duplication. This $67.20 is the same bill as

Exhibit 1; $43.08 is part of $67.20.

Q Yes. I understand that. Could you explain the

notation, "Reagan Committee, on those four exhibits?

ber

fthe

Sm

sed
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QAnd then reimbursements were made to you from the

Reagan Committee?

A Yes.

Q Were other bills presented to Tommy Thomas Chevrolett1

other than the four we have been discussing here?

A There were several; yes. And they were paid

every month. Whenever bills were sent in they were paid

and reimbursed, and it just washed out.

Q Do you know when the last reimbursement was made

to Tommy Thomas Chevrolet?

A When I got the six hundred andl some dollars back

that balanced it out; the account zeroed out.

Q Could you explain again how the bill was paid to

Long Advertising Company?

A I am not really sure. I would have to go back and

check because I don't know exactly how it was handled.

Q But as you recall you advanced money to Long

Advertising?

A Some of it.

Q And then as money came in for the Florida Friends

of Reagan Committee, it was sent to Long Advertising

Company?
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A' Md they riibure o o the amouzit of Mon8 .j

you had initiI1y paid for- the adverti-oeflts?'

' MR. -,-TON: Ihnk "he a- "So said ~ soef th.e noney -Vas

paid for -diitly out of zr'orida Fiend of Reagan funds'

"MRU tHN:*e4a ' td- t also.

I have no,, further questions.

MR. BOLTON: Do I have the opportunity to ask: questions?

'1MR. JOHAN$-El Yes.'

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

BY MR. BOLTON:

Q There were some one or two places during the course

I'lof this deposition where, in response to questions from

IMr. Johansen, you ,,explained you may have spoken to people

'l in other states connected with Citizens for Reaganand you

,1may have asked questions like, "How does it look in that

,state for Governor Reagan?" Were those conversations

.anything other than casual conversations?

A No.

MR. BOLTON: I have no further questions.

Excuse me. One other thing. I think we wanted to mark

Has exhibits the interrogatories, and I don't think we need
- to

SII °!" ""

II : / : / .. :? :
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J . --;,!i, ?-Bhie ';Lake, .the' offier .before. whom e., re

deposition was .. , do.he......... .'.. . a_..... t...n

f~

i i' de o " M....' , aS

b ee, id witnes'.1 ,tBobbi, e; C- athatsi epostion before ho rf.the 9~

testimony given by said witnhess - that I am Lneither counsel.

f or, rIelated to.,, -nor employed. by any -of the parties to.:the !

acti in which this deposition was taken, and further that

i mnot a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel

iointerestedin the outcome of the action, sitAf " !ws

AO~

t aarkey Public inkand fo di

the Districtof Columb a o

imy commission eXpires i n t , d h h
P!uJanuary 1, 1983 th itit fClmi
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan ) To Appear for Deposition

) .Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan.
Federal Election Commission

Your deposition shall take place at 1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Comr-ission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this day

of June , 1978.

Joan D. Aikens
Chairman
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iN CASE OF ERRORS OR INQUIRIES ABOUT
YOUR BILL, SEND YOUR LETTER TO

KAYE BRUNDAGE
5501 GREEN VALLEY DRIVE
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55437
TEL 612-830-2347
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443

Florida Friends of) Interrogatories
Reagan)

1. State the date on which you became Chairman 
of

Florida Friends of Reagan and the period 
of time

you served in that capacity.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

Chaiirman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Reagan and the 
time period

you served in that capacity.

4. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

Ch, irman of Florida Citizens for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected as 
Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the nameos and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for Reagan 
with whom you

communicated while you were Chairman of Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance and

dates of all such communications.



*1'77

In terro gatorie s
MUR 443
Page 2

7. If you have held any other positions with either

Florida Friends of Reagan or Florida Citizens

for Reagan, state the title of such position(s)

and the dates you served in such position(s) ;

and describe your duties and responsibilities in

such position(s).

8. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

began receiving contributions and the date on which

its last contribution was received.

9. StLate the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

was terminated.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reagan

was term inated.

11. Describe the methods used by Florida Friends of

Reagan to solicit contributions.

12. Describe any contractual agreements made between

Florida Friends of Reagan and Long Advertising

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street, Miami, Florida, or at-

tach copies of such agreements to your answers to

these interrogatories. State the dates and amounts
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of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g., pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan..

15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1972, as amended.

16. Describe the services you performed on behalf of

Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel

reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.

VW



ANSWERS OF L. E. THOMAS

1. 1 was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "FFOR") from its inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. 1 performed as Chairman of FFOR the duties

required of a Chairman of a Political committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

FFOR undertook only one limited project, the placing of

advertisements in fourteen Wisconsin newspapers, and I

implemented that project on behalf of FFOR.

3. Governor Reagan declared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on November 20, 1975,

and that date would be the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

o for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary was held on March 9 of

that year,, and we began closing our field offices through-

out the State the next day. By approximately March 11

I had completed my official duties as Florida Chairman,

except in connection with wrapping up obligations remaining

from the primary.

4. 1 performed the customary political duties

of a State chairman in preparation for a candidate's

* campaign in a presidential primary.

5. I was first contacted on or about August 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Keene of Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene

asked if I would be interested in being Governor Reagan's

Florida Chairman should the Governor decide to become a



candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of that date, I met in Washington, D.C., with Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sears, and Senator Paul Laxalt. We discussed the

subject of the Florida primary, and we agreed that I would

become the Florida Chairman should Governor Reagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican Presidential

nomination.

6. Your question asks that I list the names of

N "other" officials and employees of Citizens for Reagan with

o whom I spoke while I was Chairman of FFOR. If the question

is meant to imply that I spoke with Mr. Sears and Senator

Laxalt while I was Chairman of EFOR, the implication is

inaccurate. If the question is meant to imply that I was

an official or employee of Citizens for Reagan while I

C71 was chairman of EFOR, the implication is likewise inaccurate.

I did speak with 'Mr. Keene at least once. The

substance of that conversation is detailed accurately in

his letter to Mr. Oldaker, dated November 30, 1977.

I spoke a few times by telephone with Ms. Neal

Peden, Mr. Keene 's secretary, subsequent to the Florida

primary. Those conversations concerned exclusively the

subject of the closing of the Florida field offices of

Citizens for Reagan, and wrapping up remaining debts and

similar matters from the primary.



7. Not applicable.

8. FFOR received its first contribution on or

about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

9. FFOR engaged in no activities after April 6,

1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact as of that date. FFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Federal Election Commission

on December 10, 1976.

N 10. Within forty-eight hours of the March 9

0 Florida primary, all of the field offices in Florida had

been closed. One small office remained open in Orlando,

staffed by one person, to handle matters relating to

0 wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whether there was

r any official termination of the Florida Citizens for Reagan,

because all such matters were handled by the main Citizens

for Reagan Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

11. All contributions, other than my own and my

wife's, were solicited by telephone calls.

12. The Long Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"Long") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in preparation of a newspaper

advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contacted various newspapers in Wlisconsin to

ascertain the rates at which those newspapers sold advertising

I I



space, they prepared one newspaper advertisement, and

they placed the advertisement in fourteen Wisconsin

newspapers.

FFOR made one payment to Long for its work in

the amount of $14,771.40. That payment was made on

April 5, 1976.

13. Long was responsible for the advertisement's

copy and layout. The photograph of the W~hite House was

obtained from Ii. Armstrong Roberts Stock Photo Supplier

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The typeface was obtained

0 from the Wrightson Typesetting Company in Miami, Florida.

The picture of Governor Reagan was copied from the

Wall Street Journal. None of the components of the

advertisement had any origin in any materials prepared
0

by Citizens for Reagan.

o 14. 1 did.

15. Mr. Keene was the only person who indicated

N that there might be problems under the FECA with EFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Supreme Court had

recently declared parts of the FECA unconstitutional, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that during the Florida primary

0 several individuals and groups who were not part of Citizens

for Reagan had taken out advertisements on behalf of the

Governor. I consulted with my local attorney in Florida,



and he indicated to me that he saw no legal problems in

connection with FFOR's activities in Wisconsin.

16. 1 do not now have records which indicate

what services were performed (or where they were performed)

for which I received the travel reimbursement you identify

When the field offices of Florida Citizens for Reagan were

closed, the great bulk of our records were transferred

to the main Citizens for Reagan headquarters in Washington,

D.C. A smaller amount of records was left with the local

Republican Party headquarters in Orlando. I do not have

access to those records.

C
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Milton & Greenwood Reporting Associates, Inc.

Suite 1110
1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W.

Washington. D.C. 20036
Phone: (202) 833-3598

Official
Transcript

Gary Johansen, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Fourth Floor
1325 K St., N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREE:T N.W
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FEDER_AL ELECTION COMMISSION

The above-des.cribed material was removed from this
file pursuant to the follob--ing exemption provided in the
Fr-eedom of Informat~ion Act.-, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

___(1) Classif;_ied Information

___(2) Internal rules and
Practices

___(3) Exempt'ed by other
s t at ute.*-

___(4) Trade secrets and
c omm er cial_= o r
financial information

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Inv,,es tig a tory
f iles

(8) B anki-;na
In Jforma tion

(9) Well Information
(geograpzhic or
geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGJONDI.C. 20461

August 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MIL
RDIURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 Webst 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: I4JR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On August 16, 1978, the Conrission voted to terminate its
investigation in MUR 443(77). A copy of the Coinission's deter-
mination and the General Counsel' s Report is enclosed for your
information. Accordingly, the Conission intends to close its
files in this natter.

Thank you f or your cooperation.

Sincerely,

iia~m C!. 01 &fae
General Counsel

Enclsoures:

Commission certif ication
General Counsel' s Report

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.
Covington and Burling
888 Sixteenth St., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006
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c*0 SENDER Complete items 1. 2. and 3
Add your address in the 'RETURN TO' space on

1The following service is requested (check one).
fS w to whom and date delivered .........

h~,ow to whom, date, and address of delivery--
E)[i RESTRICTED DELIVERY

Show to whom and date delivered.-
El RESTRICTED DELIVERY

m Show to whom, date, and address of delivery.$
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)

z 2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

m

.3 ARTICLE DESCRIPTION-
m REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIDO INSURED NO.

-4X-
S (Always obtain signature of addressee or agent)

m I
0 have received the article described above.

z- SIGNATURE IAddressee Authorized agent
C,)

q DATE OA 0vft IV

m05. ADDRESS (Complete oniy it request

:n- A IP!% fTY t FLyIIA.
r 6UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAU QAPKS

*rGP0. 1977-0-249-595
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emomons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on August 16,

1978, the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to

take the following actions in the above-captioned:

1. Take no further action on the issue of
in-kind contributions to Citizens for
Reagan by the Florida Friends of Reagan
in excess of the limits of 2 U.S.C. §441a.

2. Take no further action on the issue of
possible corporate contributions to
Citizens for Reagan by Tommy Thomas
Chevrolet, Inc.

3. Close the file.

4. Send the letter attached to the General
Counsel's Report dated August 11, 1978.

Commissioner Aikens was not present at the time of

the vote.

Attest:

Sdaretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 8-11-78, 3:32
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 8-14-78, 9:00



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Si REET N.W
WASHINGTON ,D.C. 20463~

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT!

DATE:

CHARLES STEELE~

MARJORIE W. EMMONS r ~

Commissioner Tiernan's Comments
Regarding MUR 443, General
Counsel's Report dated August 8,
1979

AUGUST 16. 1978

Attached is a coDy of Commissioner Tiernan' s

vote sheet with comments regarding~ the above-named

document.

Attachment7
Vote Sheet

,j
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4-3 HIU'D TALLY '"JE0

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMjl ISSION
1325 K STREET N.W.

WASHINCTOND.C. 204#.33

Date and Time Transmitted:9 6 AUST l7

commuissioner 4C tx.--

RETURN TO OFFICE OF COMMISSION SECRETARY BY:

MUR No. 443 (78) - General Counsel's

(4'I approve the recommendation

()I object to the recommendation

Comm

AUGUST16, 1978

Report dated 8-11-78

IENh:gyrco d c&LALOY

UV tvrv\" at
1

Date: ___P_______/_7 Signature: ko0 -k 6b -TFgAXVIylC

THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL WILL TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER

UNTIL THE APPROVAL OF FOUR COMMISSIONERS IS RECEIVED. PLEASE

RETURN ALL PAPERS NO LATER THAN THE DATE A ND TIME SHOWN ABOVE TO

THE OFFICE OF COMMISSIONJ SECRETARY. ONE OBOiECTION PLACES THE ITE!1
ON THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AGEN1rA.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

General Counsel's Report

I. Allegations

This matter involves the question of whether

certain expenditures made by Florida Friends of Reagan

("FFOR") for the purpose of influencing the candidacy

of Ronald Reagan were in-kind contributions to the

Citizens for Reagan Committee ("CFR") rather than in-

dependent experditures as reported by respondent. Also

C04 involved is the question of whether certain expenditures

o made by Mr. L. E. Thomas on behalf of CFR were initially

47 paid from the corporate checking account of Tommy Thomas

Chevrolet, Inc., and later reimbursed by CFR, constituting

a violation of 2 U.S.C. 441b.

III. Background

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason

to believe that FFOR may have violated 2 U.S.C. 441a in

making independent expenditures in support of the candidacy

of Ronald Reagan. On that date the Commission authorized

a subpoena for oral deposition to Mr. Thomas and an Order

for production of documents to CFR, pertaining to $610.57

in reimbursed expenses incurred by Mr. Thomas on behalf

of CFR.
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On April 17, 1978, we received from CFR copies of

receipts submitted by Mr. Thomas for reimbursement.

III. Investigation and Analysis

1. Independent expenditures made by FFOR

On June 29, 1978, we deposed Mr. L. E. Thomas,

Chairman of FFOR and Florida Chairman of CFR. In his

deposition and in interrogatories previously submitted to

the Commission, Mr. Thomas stated that he became Florida

Chairman of CFR on November 20, 1975, the date on which

Governor Reagan announced his candidacy. He continued in

this role until after the March 9, 1976, Florida primary

election. Mr. Thomas stated that following the Florida

primary election all Florida offices of CFR were closed

with the exception of a small office maintained in Orlando,

Florida which was within the office of the Committee's

accountant and kept open for the purpose of retiring debts

incurred by the committee during the primary campaign.

After March 11, 1976, Mr. Thomas had only infrequent con-

versations with CFR personnel and only with regard to

closing Florida offices and retiring debts. National campaign

strategy was not discussed and Mr. Thomas was not thereafter

involved with the principal campaign committee of Governor

Reagan.

Following his involvement with CFR, Mr. Thomas

determined that there was need for additional support for

Governor Reagan in subsequent primary elections and formed
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the Florida Friends of Reagan Committee. To construct

this additional support, Mr. Thomas solicited contributions

by telephone from his friends and from supporters of

Governor Reagan. He then contacted Long Advertising and

instructed them to place advertisements in Wisconsin news-

papers advocating the election of Governor Reagan. The

only contact between Mr. Thomas and CFR regarding these

Wisconsin expenditures appears to be a telephone conversation

with David Keene, southern coordinator for CFR, in which

Mr. Keene attempted to dissuade Mr. Thomas and FFOR from

o making such expenditures on the assumption that these news-

N% paper advertisements would be counter-productive to the

campaign strategy of CFR.

'0 Mr. Thomas appears to be the sole active member of FFOR,

aside from those individuals who contributed to the committee.

All contributions to FFOR were solicited by Mr. Thomas in

C11, personal or telephone conversations with friends and associates

who were supporters of Governor Reagan. All expenditures
of the Committee were designed, authorized and implemented

by Mr. Thomas. In short, Mr. Thomas was the entire committee.

The question of the independence of FFOR expenditures

arises from Mr. Thomas' dual role as chairman of FFOR and

Florida Chairman of CFR. While Commission regulation

11 CFR 109.1(b) (4) (i) (B) would now preclude Mr. Thomas from

making independent expenditures in support of Ronald Reagan

due to his prior activity in connection with CFR, this

regulation was not in force at the time of the expenditure.

Further, it appears that Mr. Thomas made a reasonable attempt
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to comply with the Act by contacting his local attorney

to determine whether such expenditures were prohibited.

Upon receiving legal counsel that such action was not pro-

hibited by the Act, Mr. Thomas proceeded to form FFOR and

make expenditures in support of Governor Reagan without the

cooperation of Mr. Reagan's principal campaign committee,

and with complete disregard to the advice given by Mr. Keene

of that principal campaign committee.

It is our belief that the activities of Mr. Thomas

and FFOR would be prohibited by the Commission's present

standards for independent expenditures. However, these

N standards had not been formulated at the time of the activities

of Mr. Thomas and FFOR. Further, Mr. Thomas appears to have

Inl attempted substantial compliance with the Act. In light of

C these circumstances, it is the recommendation of the Office

0D of General Counsel that the Commission take no further action

and close the file on the issue of independent expenditures
C

made by FFOR.

2. Expenditures by Mr. Thomas reimbursed by CFR

On July 14, 1976, Mr. Thomas received $610.57 in

reimbursed travel and office expenses from CFR. In response

to an Order, CFR sent to the Commission copies of checks and

receipts submitted by Mr. Thomas for reimbursement. Information

gained from examination of these documents and from the

deposition of Mr. Thomas indicates that certain expenses

incurred by Mr. Thomas in his role as Florida Chairman

of CFR were initially paid from the corporate checking
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account of Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., and later

reimbursed to Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., through

Mr. Thomas, by CFR. Documentation provided to the

Commission by CFR shows a total of $119.78 paid to three

companies by Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. The checks

submitted to CFR had the notation "Reagan Comm." printed

on the stub.

Information gained from the deposition of

Mr. Thomas indicates that Mr. Thomas chose to use his

corporate account to pay certain CFR expenses because

of his travel schedule. Bills for various expenses would

N from time to time be received while Mr. Thomas was out

of town. When this would occur, they would be paid from

0 the corporate checking account and later reimbursed by

(07% Mr. Thomas.

While these transactions appear to constitute

a violation of 2 u.S.C. 441b(a) as corporate funds were

used to advance payment to certain companies on behalf

of CFR, it is the recommendation of the Office of General

Counsel that the Commission take no further action with

regard to this matter as all funds advanced through

Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. have been reimbursed and

the amount of money in question totals only slightly in

excess of $100.

IV. Recommendations

1. Take no further action on the issue of

in-kind contributions to Citizens for Reagan
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by Florida Friends of Reagan in excess

of the limits of 2 U.S.C. 441a.

2. Take no further action on the issue of

possible corporate contributions to

Citizens for Reagan by Tommy Thomas

Chevrolet, Inc.

3. Close the file.

4. Send the attached letter.

-778
Date William C. Oldaker

General Counsel



COVINGTON & BURLING
888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2oooe

(20p) 4'32-6000

WIRrTZWO nIRIECT DIAL NUMBER 
CAS.Lg COVLINO

(202) 452-6418

August 2, 1978

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W. --
Washingtont D.C.

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

Enclosed herewith are airline-ticket and taxi-
cab receipts for Mr. L.E. Thomas, incurred for his travel
from his home to Washington, D.C., for his deposition at

C ~ the Commission. Mr. Thomas was able to obtain only one
taxicab receipt (in the amount of $4.50), but his return

~ fare to National Airport was the same amount.

~ Accordingly, Mr. Thomas' total expenses were
his air fares ($165.00) and taxicab fares ($9.00) for a
total of $174.00. You may mail the Commission's check

Cdirectly to Mr. Thomas, or send it to me for forwarding.

~ 0Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

i qr

Cr Sincerely yours,

John R. Bolton

Enclosures
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COV.&0GTON & BURLING
888 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.

WA~HINT0N, D.C. 20006

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election COMniission
1325 K street, N.W.
WashingtonDC 20006



COVINGTON & BURLING
888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006U28P:3ITX ,-82oO
C202) 452-6000 TX: 0-8000

WRITZRft DIRECT DIAL NUMBER July 28, 1978 CABLE: COVLING

(202) 452-6418 J

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Pursuant to your invitation, made at the conclusion
1$ of the deposition of Mr. L.E. Thomas in this matter on June 29,~ 1978, we would like to make some additional comments regarding

MUR 443 (77).

We believe that Mr. Thomas' deposition fully
'~ ~.supports the answers to the Commission's interrogatories

enclosed with my letter to you of January 16, 1978. The
June 29 deposition transcript, page after page, demonstrates
the independence of the activities of Florida Friends of
Reagan (hereafter, "IFFOR"1). Mr. Thomas explicitly testified
that he did not discuss with Governor Reagan, Senator Laxalt
or Messrs. Sears or Keene or any State chairmen of Citizens
for Reagan any aspects of the Citizens for Reagan national
strategy. (Dep. tr. 8, 10, 14-15, 22, 55) In fact, his only
discussions with these individuals on any matters apart from
the Florida primary were on a casual basis. (Id.) Mr. Thomas
testified further that he did not discuss the activities of
FFOR with any Citizens for Reagan personnel. (Id. at 29, 42)
He had no campaign responsibility for Citizens for Reagan
after the Florida primary. (Id. at 18-21, 43)

Moreover, Mr. Thomas made it plain that FFOR was
entirely his own idea and that FFOR was financed by contribu-
tions from friends and associates. (Id. at 35) No Citizens
for Reagan mailing or fund-raising lists were used. (Id.)
There was no connection between any advertisements utiflied
in Florida by Citizens for Reagan and the advertisements run
in Wisconsin by FFOR. (Id. at 31) Wisconsin was chosen by
FFQR as the primary Stat-eTn which to run the advertisements
because it was the first primary scheduled after Mr. Thomas



*COViNO & BURLING

William C. Oldaker
July 28, 1978
Page 2

conceived the idea of establishing FFOR. (Id. at 36) Mr.
Thomas was contacted by only one staff member of Citizens
for Reagan to discuss the Wisconsin advertisements, and Mr.
Thomas told that person that the advertisements were "none
of his damn business." (Id. at 40) Finally, Mr. Thomas
once again confirmed that he consulted with an attorney in
Florida prior to having the advertisements placed in Wisconsin
newspapers. (Id. at 27-28)

As I stated in my letter to you of January 16,
the circumstances surrc~unding the activities of FFOR provide
compelling reason for tVie Commission to find that no viola-
tion of the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, (here-
after,, "FECA"1) tocil1 place. Our views in this regard have been
strengthened by the substantial factual differences between
this case and the conciLation agreement entered into between

_ the Commission and Mr. Feter F. Secchia (MUR 321(76)):

(1) Mr. Secchia's activities in 1976 on behalf
N of Friends of the First Family nearly all occurred

after the effective date of the FECA Amendments of
1976. Mr. Thomas' activities on behalf of FFOR, by
contrast, were undertaken during the period following
the Supreme Court's decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424

C111*U.S. 1 (1976), when the state of the FECA was, to say
the least, in turmoil and uncertainty.

(2) After March 22, when the Commission's execu-
tive powers were suspended because of the Court's re-

CD fusal to extend any further its stay of the January 30
decision in Buckley, no advisory opinions could be
sought from the Commission. once again, Mr. Secchia's
case is different; his activities took place when he
could have requested an advisory opinion on behalf of
Friends of the First Family.

(3) At the time of Mr. Thomas' activities, there
were no Corn isi on regulations publicly available, even
in draft form. Proposed regulations were not available
until May, 1976. While Mr. Secchia could have taken
these proposed regulations into account, Mr. Thomas did
not even have the benefit of draft proposals.

(4) In the General Counsel's report on the MUR
involving Mr. Secchia, there is an extensive list of
contacts, both written and oral, between Mr. Secchia
and personnel of the President Ford Committee. No
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William C. Oldaker
July 28, 1978
Page 3

such list could be compiled for Mr. Thomas. His only
contact with any CFR personnel after the Florida pri-
mary was for the limited purpose of handling matters
relating to wrapping up the campaign.

All of these facts demonstrate the uniqueness of
Mr. Thomas' situation. In this case, the Commisson need not
address questions of statutory construction or the interpreta-
tion of its regulations. As a matter of fact, Mr. Thomas's
actions on behalf of FFOR were completely independent from
Citizens for Reagan to the best ability of anyone in March,
1976, to understand and comply with the "independence" re-
quirements.

Moreover, we do not believe that anyone who observed
Mr. Thomas' demeanor during his deposition on June 29 could
reach any conclusion other than that the activities of FFOR
were totally independent of Citizens for Reagan. His credi-

bilityThere is no warrant on this record to continue

this MUR further, and it should be dismissed forthwith. A
dismissal on these facts would not establish a precedent that
would pose problems for the Commission in future enforcement
actions. To the contrary, any result other than a dismissal
here would result in a very substantial injustice, and would
serve no legitimate law-enforcement purpose. We would be more

+ than happy to consult further with you or your staff if you
have any questions.

sincerely yours,

(John R. Bolton
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HANP DELIVER TO:

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
325 K S IRE I NW
WAS~N 10N, ).C. 20463

July 18, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 443 - Interim Report dated 7-14-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 7-17-78, 12:30

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 3:30 p.m., July 17, 1978.

As of 4:00 p.mi. this date, no objections have been

0 received in the Office of Commission Secretary to the

Interim Report.

o Commissioners Aikens, Springer, Staebler, and Thomson

returned their papers by the deadline.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION~ COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan )MUR 443 (77)

Interim Report

This matter concerns the question of whether certain

expenditures made by Florida Friends of Reagan ("FFOR") were

in fact independent as reported by respondent. Also involved

in this matter are certain expenses incurred by Mr. L. E. Thomas,

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida Chairman

of Citizens for Reagan, on behalf of Citizens for Reagan.

The expenditures in question may have initially been paid by

C11 Mr. Thomas through a corporate checking account and later

o reimbursed by Citizens for Reagan.

97 On June 29, 1978, the General Counsel's Office deposed

Mr. Thomas. Upon receipt of the transcript of this deposition

~ we will submit to the Commission an analysis of this matter and

recommendations as to its disposition.

Date William 6ai e
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIONa 1325 K STREE[ NW.
WASHING] ON,D.C. 20401

June 13, 1978
MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLE-S STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS

SUBJECT: MUR 443 (77) - Interim Status Report dated 6-12-78
Received in Office of Commission
Secretary: 6-12-78, 3:30

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24

hour no-objection basis at 9:00 a.m., June 13, 1978.

There were no objections to the Interim Status Report.

lo
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*RE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COYMI10N

In the Matter of

Florida Friends of Reagan
MIUR 4~430(7)

Interim Status Report

This matter concerns the questien of whether $1,771.40 in expenditures

made by Florida Friends of Reagan ("FFOR') for the purpose of supporting

the candidacy of Ronald Reagan were in-kind contributions rather than

independent expenditures as reported by respondent. An additional

question involves the nature of $610.57 in reimbursed expenses incurred

by Mir. L.1E. Thomas, Chairman of FFOR, on behalf of the Citizens for

Reagan Committee while Mr. Thomas was serving as Tlorida Chairman of

the Citizens for Reagan Committee.

The General Counsel's Office has schedueled the deposition of Mr.

Thomas for June 29, 1978. Following that deposition, we shall present

to the Commission an analysis of the information received and recommendations

as to the disposition of this matter.

D te William C. O1daker
General Counsel

0

I



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHING1ON,D.C. 20463

June 8, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

After consultation with your attorney,-John R.
Bolton, we have established the date of your deposi-
tion. Enclosed is a subpoena requiring your attendance
for oral deposition on June 29, 1978, at 1:00P.M. at
the Federal Election Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul
Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at 202/523-4175.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.
Covington and Burling
888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

W- - -. -00 - .N - . -" -'
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

*FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSItON

In the Matter of )Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan )To Appear for Deposition

) Upon Oral EXamination

) MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commiission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

'V The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reaigan for which you received travel reimbUrse-

nient, and communications between yourself and persons connected

cl with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florda riens o Reaan.Professional Reporting Services

Your deposition shall take place at 321 !iac-,olia Ave. ,on

Panama City, Florida 32401

February 24, 1978, at 10 AM.

WHTEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commuission

has hereunto set his hand at Washingjton, D.C., on this.*S1 day

of ,1978.

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

t1rjri( . E~n!s1
Socref :,ry to t-h& Commuissionl



FEVEUM EECTON COMISSION

In the Matter of) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reags-n ) To Appear for Deposition

Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.s.c. § 437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan.
Federal Election Commission

Your deposition shall take place at 1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Ele-tion Commission,

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this day

of June , 1978.

Joan D. Aikens
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjor W. Emmons
Secrety to the Commission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1,25 K~ SIKII I N.W.
WASHING ]ON, D.C. 204bi

June 6. 1978

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE te

MARJORIE W. EM4ONSOjP

SUBPOENA IN RELATION TO MUR 443

The attached subpoena, approved May 3, 1978, has

been signed and sealed this date.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan)
MUR 443 (77)

CERTI FICAT ION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

SCommission, do hereby certify that on May 3, 1978, the Commission

determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation of the

General Counsel to take the following actions in the above-captioned

matter:

1. Proceed to depose Mr. L. E. Thomas.

2. Defer mdking a determination on the question of
possible violations of 2 U.S.C. Section 441b.

Commissioner Aikens was not present at the time of the vote.

Date: May 4, 1978
UMarjorie W. Emmons

Secretary to the Commission



EXECUTIVE SESSION
May 3, 1978

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

April 25, 1978

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reoqan )MUR 443 (77)

GENERAL COUNSEL' S REPORT

Background and Evidence

This matter was internally initiated by the General

Counsel's Office. In the course of examining documents

submitted during the investigation of an unrelated MUR, it was

4 noted by a member of the staff that one of the documents men-

tioned that L. E. Thomas and Florida Friends of Reagan had

made independent expenditures on behalf of the -andidacy of

Ronald Reagan.

on October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to believe

0 that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated 2 U.S.C. §441a

in making independent expenditures in support of the candidacy

O of Ronald Reagan. On February 9, 1978, the Commission issued

a subpoena for oral deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman

of Florida Friends of Reagan, and Florida Chairman of Citizens

for Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for Reagan to

produce records pertaining to the activities of Mr. Thomas for

which he received $610.57 in travel reimbursements from

Citizens for Reagan on July 14, 1976.

On February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's Office agreed

to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the receipt of

the information from Citizens for Reagan. On April 17, 1978,

the documents were received by the Commission (Attachment I).
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Upon review of said documents, it appears that certain

expenditures made by Mr. Thomas, and reimbursed by Citizens

for Reagan, were drawn from the corporate account of Tommy

Thomas Chevrolet, Inc., indicating a possible violation of

2 U.S.C. S44lb.

Further, in his answers to the Commission' s interrogatories,

dated January 16, 1978, Mr. Thomas maintained that all operations

of the Florida Citizens for Reagan Committee terminated on

or about March 11, 1976.1/ However, examination of the

subpoenaed documents received from Citizens for Reagan indicates

that Mr. Thomas made expenditures, and was reimbursed by Citizens

for Reagan, for rental of a car on March 28, 1976, and May 19,

1976, airline tickets on May 18, 1976, and for gasoline and

automotive expenses on March 22, April 15, and April 22, of

1976. All of the above expenditures were made after the date

of the Florida primary election, the date on which Florida

Citizens for Reagan purportedly ceased activity, and on or

after the date that Florida Friends of Reagan received its

first contribution.

As a result of the information gained from the documents

obtained from Citizens for Reagan, it is the recommendation of

the General Counsel's office that we proceed to depose Mr. Thomas

regarding his activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan. Possible

1/ Florida Friends of Reagan received its first contribution on
March 28, 1976, according to statements filed with the
Commission.

C

'7
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communications between Mr. Thomas and members of Citizens for

Reagan staff while Mr. Thomas was serving in his capacity as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan, and the nature of the

account on which checks were drawn in payment for expenses

incurred on behalf of Citizens for Reagan, and later reim-

bursed by Citizens for Reagan, should also be examined.

Counsel for Mr. Thomas has requested that he be able to

see the documents submitted by Citizens for Reagan. This

office does not object to the request and intends to make

these documents available to respondent. We believe -that the

Commission should defer making a determination on the question

of possible violations of 2 U.S.C. §441.b in connection with

checks drawn on the Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, Inc. account until

after the deposition of Mr. Thomas.

Recommendation

1. Proceed to depose Mr. L. E. Thomas.

2. Defer making a determination on the question of

Spossible violations of 2 U.S.C. §441b.

/ I1 0  A- 8  _ _ __ _

5'a t William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A., P.A.:.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

4700 HIGHLAND AVENUE

BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014

HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A.
DAVID L. ZIMMER. C.P.A.
MICHAEL C. REMER. C.P.A.
J1. CRAIG DEFIDAUGH. C.P.A.

1 .qu9
TELEPHONE

(301) 652.0580

April 12, 1978

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Citizens for Reagan

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

In correspondence dated April 4, 1978, Ed Meese, an attorney asso-
ciated with the Citizens for the Republic, requested that I forward to
you documents relating to a check for $610.57 issued on July 14, 1976
by Citizens for Reagan, to L. E. Thomas.

After a review of papers and documents of Citizens for Reagan, I
located the material which I have enclosed concerning the disbursement
mentioned above. I am forwarding said material to you at the request
of Ed Meese. If you have any questions on this matter, please communicate
with me.

Sincerely,

Henry M. Buchanan

HMB: pw
Enc losures
cc: Ed Meese

rM
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FEDERAL ELECT ION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRE[ I N.W.
VVASHINCG ION,I .(. 20J401

April 12, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS

MUR 443 (77) - Interim Report signed by the
General Counsel: 4-7-78
Received in Office of Comm~ission
Secretary: 4-10-78, 11:47

The above-mentioned document was circulated to the

Commissioners on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 12:00,

April 11, 1978.

As of 2:00 p.m., this date, no objections have been

received in the Office of Commission Secretary to the Interim

Report.

cc

CD
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0 0
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COM~MISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan )

INTERIM REPORT

On February 8, 1978, the Commission issued a subpoena

for deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman of Florida

Friends of Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for

Reagan to produce records pertaining to the activities of

Mr. Thomas for which he received $610.57 in travel reimburse-

ments from Citizens for- Reagan on July 14, 1976.

On February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's Office

agreed to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the

receipt of the information from Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Ed

Meese, general counsel of Citizens for the Republic (formerly

Citizens for Reagan) telephoned on February 27, 1978 and

said the organization had been unable to locate the particular

records at its main records storage area and would have to

search at several other locations. On April 4, 1978,

Mr. Meese, telephoned and said that the information requested

from Citizens for Reagan finally had been located and should

be received by the Commission by April 7, 1978.



- 2-

Upon receipt of these records, we will reschedule the

deposition of Mr. Thomas.

- /-, /I
Date William C. Oldaker

A% IP



0

HENRY M. BUCHANAN, C.P.A.. P.A:.k
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

4706 HIGHLAND AVENUE

BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014

TELEPHONE
4301) 652.0560

HENRY M. BUCHANAN. C.P.A.
DAVID L ZIMMER, C.P.A.
MICHAEL C. REMER. C.P.A.
J9. CRAIG DEFINAUGH, C.P.A.

April 12, 1978

Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Citizens for Reagan

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

In correspondence dated April 4, 1978, Ed Meese, an attorney asso-
ciated with the Citizens for the Republic, requested that I forward to
you documents relating to a check for $610.57 issued on July 14, 1976
by Citizens for Reagan, to L. E. Thomas.

After a review of papers and documents of Citizens for Reagan, I
located the material which I have enclosed concerning the disbursement
mentioned above. I am forwarding said material to you at the request
of Ed Meese. If you have any questions on this matter, please communicate
with me.

Sincerely,

Henry M. Buchanan

HI4B: pw
Enc losures
cc: Ed Meese

BO1848

9
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Itemd Expenditures ft*7 of or

e B Campaign f undraisifl2, Loans, and Transfers LINE NUMBER 20

106 1 
(Use Separate schediiiell) for each

Astection Commission for Lines 20, 21, 22, and/or 23 of FEC Form 3 numbered line).

/ K Sft et .D.C 246 (see instructions on back)

Nasme of Candidate or ComjttS in full

Citizens for Reagan
Purpose of E xpendituret Date (month. Amount of each expfl4

FlNae niigaddress anfd ZIcoefE day. year) sure this period

Southern jlell Telephone Expense 7/14/76 167. 96

85 Annex
Atlanta, G;A 30385

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of E xpenditure te(mnh. Amutoeahepf
day. year) Sure this period

Winter Park Telephone Company

p. 0. 13ox 4000 Telephone Expense 7/14/76 267.81

Winter Park, Florida 32789

11Nm.mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expei

-Na ub u, 
day. year) ture this Period

C 32 lxnder Street Luncheon Expense7/4620.3

Mt. Dora, Florida 32757
10

I"Nrrw miig dresawJZP oePurpose of Expenditure Date irmonth. Amount of each expe

The Graphics House 
ay year) ure thsPe o

,Op. 0. 3o x 15 35 Photocopying Expense 7/14/76 110. 24

Winter P~ark, Florida 32789

day. year) ture this Period

cc Jim Blake Office Supply, Inc.

p. o. pAo x 1127 Furniture Rental 7/14/76 41. 60

Winter P)arks Florida 32789

Nam@, mrailinig address and ZIP code Purpose of ExpenditureDae(ot. 
Aunofacex

WitegteSuaeday. 
year) ture this period

1350 Orange Avenue Office Rent 7/14/76 208. 00

Winter Park, Florida 32789

FulNrn.miin dresadZI oePurpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each ex

FulaLi . E.in addressandZPd 
day. year) ture this period

P. 0. 130K, 490 Reimbursed Traveling

Panama City, Florida 32401 and Office Expenses 7/14/7 6 610.57

Full Name, mailings arest and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Dt mnh muto ah*

Marart c~ur -Prntng day. year) ture this period

3892 N. 30th St. Xeroxing JL rntn 7/17/76 21.74

Phoenix, Arizona 85016 7/28/76 13.10

Subtotal of expenditures this page (optional).................................................................. 
$ 1, 681. 05

Total this period (las pag thi linse number only)............................................................
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TOMMY THOMAS CHEVROLET, INC.
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-- W-o r sumitACCOUNT TYPE STATEMENT DATE YOUR LINE OF CREDIT IS 500-O0

?O1-S61S81 CENTRAL BILL 06/07/761QUESTIONS***CALL 62830
22 5i

7ARD ui 6 NME P RNTE CITY OF RENTAL _A MON ~ENTAL AM UNT
it 

I .T.S CTO AG REMEN NO _

LUTHER E THOMIAS ORLANDO 0/975336 59

IN CASE OF ERRORS OR INQUIRIES ABOUT
YOUR BILL,% SEND YOUR LETTER TO

KAYE BRUNDAGE
5501 GREEN VALLEY DRIVE
MINNEAPOLIS-% MINNESOTA 55437
TEL 612-830-2347

SUMMARY 00 1.0 OCR .00- 15.90

OF ACCOUNT PREVIOU BAAC TOTANL ADJUSMENS I E{ N~b ALANCE DUEI 4U.S.61
PRVOU ALNE c HAGS TOTAL PAYMTS IOA AJUMES

1ATIOal. CAR WRNAL SYSTEM. IN. P"0"mahm js S~CN3

5~~ cO~~~~



1iFiR T AVW!4U. SouTi~l 1 i
LT. P ER SS U .Zx, F LO 3 1DA 2071o 4r
TELS.L8l3/Z24 101 7 1Ulel

(ZR CAN Z.

BREIURNEOBY.

CLOJEAL *1IU.IhG

-c
04

00~A1 -lotxE Hc *55780
tgl I0 NA .*N. . _T CA.

I1 1

too.

(

O

13

'UT

M'LFAGE DEJTENMAINL:
111? READIN4G 1ACT7lN'
19451ALLLW DE)LMI It 1

Y.

I NG-
Mil"S

4LOWE
W~A

MpitEs
"IANGED

I, * *
0 1 I *
I * p

; ; I
O I I I

AMTE1ZA71LCAR ANDDAIL

MILES

IMILIES
OlUT

1 0

I I
* F
* I

4 ,,...

NANY

Est =TAl_ _

L Y r

* .. MERICAN CARTE DINER fqANY T.A. AVIS G ~ x ~l.I*I

M A!-.E R LOCA. AI HERT7 LI- -CCA IILDOLH OTHER CLIIN0MG

M.C. L.C. At H. 2 E.C T.L. In wd'o iell L
Mo. DAYY. EGt WUIGHT IYL HAI ,I'eICDW oe -

Itsf 9, grt

IENS' ~ IIC 6SI0 fP., I nf 0 voIc N61

7~ . 7 7 ...... I i.111 vP ta 11;;C CF -.lmabamaw04 I dI *e~IT~ Croth. Ii 00

(3? DATE ATIME 1;

AmI916 NOR -1 FIN 2: 25
lit, DATI TIE OUT

A*iI7~!"
FOR SPtCIAL RATES

DAYS f I~
DA (r ~

55

a~aa
p

C

HOU

SU16TOTAL 011
TUA TIME ANDA

PILAGE OR EL
MINIMUM CHARGE

INTER-CITY FEE

C. DAdUWEKS (

GAS To FIL.
TAXABLE

SUB- TOTAL 'rfz
~CASOLINOUANTITY

-OUTE %

sI (A)

GAS TO FILL -~~ %~
14ON TAXABLE ~,

cr .~-L~a'z. A

MILEAGE '
IIMEv.

LESS GAS. ETC.

TOTAL

REEVIG Lily

rt. GAS TO FILL

GAL.-

REPAIRS

STAMPS

(_1 TOTAL
EXPENSES S

09 :p- C

NET AMOUNT 6

CafArO.)(i

I'-,

INTER-CITY SETTLEM~ENT

MILEAGEITAX
LESS DEPOSIT

P.A.

TOTALLE4

*L~c8

3
'

M4
S**~~** ~ nI P. DAYS WEEK! I

"OF41MMUMM OF web.!W TOTAL C MANGS
.~Sl3 waW.mw muI. evla II I*

LISS GAS. ETC.

Oc j

(17)

UNUISED0
DEPOSIT

MA'
GAETC

TOTALEL! UN C

NET CHARGE 1> _
LESS DEPOSIT c. I
AMOUT DUE jh 7

PJ
It' PAID E

~Y~hO-

ST. AMP'S c. I L L.' 7. L
JSE:) TO E 111441E-1

~I~7h~UUWLIA~J~ ~t1t.L TV~ W.TAL AGRLEMENT N.

MOOR!: BETWEEN-

c ~ SiADCO"S~L.
rI 

vOICE

-HT-HTrFFC
PLEAE DEACI4AND R b Thi 4.zBWIh acYs'%R

rol

COMMENTS

45116-1

ago$..

W7 OrW EKSJK
(b

c7m,



ii ~iI

E~~~~le 0ltL ~r 7
PETUNNL 

rl

Iv EZ Oilt KI 0( I..#

'~~~' " '~DA I lob.. J IL . A ~ I

Ic)SILN INFORMAMI~N ONLY

IA'

IMILES5
OUT

,d[)II:ECA:P NO.

COSIPANV
IlNAME

IDt

SADDRES$

r;lC! TrY

I I

MILLS

DAY z f'
wO Si

V2A m E MC

STATE ~~>1 SUSE-TOTAL 1L1I
O sk-EI A* C CApi DINER I7 A.A I 5

AA T.G A.V

C.0 . - LC. T.

a Eli A.
N4~7 JtI/ 'ii

i~ZPSC.D.W. ii

COLLISION DAMAWP VVA)YE

~ r.' 0 I arcev vrr-'wec
lrs.OE ' W 04 I#4e. ~1~' ''

t i v ' t' O ~ . . A t L O~'''

01A~@ M IS S o ~bCleI9

C Iv.a a a 60c.. C.D V* is as

;, A'I~7. I-

TOTAL TIME ANC
MILEAGE OFt-

MINIMUM CHARGE

"C
INTER-CITY Pat

C. PA )EEKS i.

GAS TO FIL_
TAXABLE

Su&.TOTAL 173fIL

.. L~ GASOLINE QUAN

4A

Jl:.' OUT .i -TO A.

C' C.TOTAL CI'

_________ l.%ibC '1Y SE-TLENO'.'
I I-V.'

W dAC.; MiLLAGE

CL

L S . L! S ' LESS OEPOS!T

LESS GAS. ETC

NET C14ARGE

LISS DEPOSIT

*AMOUNTDU

* C'T '

C CL 7C)r..
GAIL.____ ___

PPYA P.S

SI AMP:

F.A.:

TOTAi '

COMENTS F-

L IEOL I

G A?. E*7:

CPIA,1

ZA_ IV f of P:1
~~~; ;VI u ,% yCtOKUD

C,~ - - JAW jI. J& - jI-'

3 7 B e
RENTAL AGPEEML%'Y NO.

Ma t.e ava~ 1 :' ~ N S. CAP RE

PLE ASE CIE 7C H AN~D P. ET UR N TH IS STUBITH PAYME NT VVHITEHO0%!EO QF ICE

'100l 056 1568 .1
r_ . d A -AF L

* CA E'

NET AMOUkT S

JVr/OAi
SC.j LL

FOR 'sPECIAL RATU7

411M. am@. I =00-l..000
416 J0

1 3

EjAYS

MILLS
461.4

0%

I I .............
A

E



AOUNT NtIMBFR L ACCOUNT TYPE STATEMEN4T DATE Y OQURUN0 ~1I} ~O70O1-056-lS6~8-1 CENTRAL BILL 04/06/761 QUESTION S***CALL 612-830-22S,?
4UMI ~ NAE O RP4ERCITY OF FIENTAL OAT% op RIWYANLLUTHER E THOM1AS T-TTIRO~ AOa7 ~ g 6R24 ~ V8L6.THER E THOMIAS ORLANDO 03/28/7650197420 43 0 8

IN CASE OF ERRORS OR INQUIRIES ABOUT
YOUR BILL-v SEND YOUR LETTER TO

KAYE BRUNDAGE
5501 GREEN VALLEY DRIVE
[MINNEAPOLIS., MINNESOTA 5543?
TEL 612- 830-2347

1
/

1,<~ V.- (4~ ~<$7 ~

SUMMARY
OF ACCOUNT I ___ 00620____OR 00 67.20_ REVIOUS BALANCE CUR4RE N CHARGES TOTAL PATMEP4TS TOA --UYET ~aauOj ~NATIONA CARSWItT aENAL SYSEfA( INCt

J7



011'000000 200 Lst'

-~ -~

c~c~

* 0

-~ -~

-I-

C*N C)N) N) O %- r-,

-3j -3j C:) - CD

-~N )C) NO\ co

-I --I -- q

001676

-~

"I

0

C l O? ±ia 5 iocl
* ~Apgnuol Lim

ICho

A- of WO WOswgage

DurchaweatoaeSew'e onne mohden Cad" nt- OIP frue o a ~

langeov~n Am Am~oi~

./ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Aec LI .a w u uAeCoen,



PAF IW I _.L 
10 lu ur S

7966ZI

UNIVERSAL
CREDIT CARD

CHARGE FORMi

I tiIN PI7THO FAS/TOMM Y

0.J~ s O Uw r A irw g

a
038A42 3 2U9T7 6SO~mEi'.X Al U.; a1

9 A &I
PAAMA C ITY ils

Rio@ 9*566 JAI!9 c~a FO A AtI PAM FV s rIW

WN~of 225 5SHAY'
AO 007 9RLAND 5CO N_9HAY 30FI 5

.9 _______ __AW CJ_ ___I
claxm

________ IDn r -jovJ wpi 2

p

a. S

,O.AI 6*36

, 
10 038 4420890476 20

-C15 003 180
VALID 10 76

S 1 )00."%'
TUUV 09 76

b8
VW[EN E TROV*S -

COSWECTfO OF PASSENGER3 WIT" SUBSCMSUli

015 003 180
VALID 20 75

LUT NCR' THNAS

S 100AXJ-
TH29 09 78-

7.4 9
8 59 8

9 3 A7

150vuc Estaasfnewn tUafe of Cfaarru Anv 06Ome cr.arge!,

meen - /I m of0 cwowC B Or

7 ~ aue ~Arm of L.ewyrgop

i1ar Authorzed fkeoentpve for asymwei Woenvanoswandiof serifct
Ou(CfldSOO on tni C~Ardo~rai ow bes feupto 0I.4etuf*Cruw~oCaSh 161unc

* C~~fI~tffe, ~ni~r~ L ~ AezcO a.C,'

fXo mbToa
I ncc h umte '

C

(V7 5 ;J8 Lc 0 3 &,B0O 5I'm 10C

Amexco Copy

011,Q000000 ?71 qI

O-TATO 00

1-

,1

ru%

~

no

I~j "Ormia C060

Cfuec or 11.1 hr.

-I I,



7 "~ 4 U 0-O

HENRY M. BUCHANAN, C.P.A., P.A.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
4706 HIGHLAND AVENUE
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20014

M1r. Pal Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washingtoni, D.C. 20463
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Eo MEEFsE F-I&
ATTORNEY AT LAW

9001 0ROSSMONT SOULEVA0110

LA MESA, CALIFORNIA 02041

(714) 451-0331

18 APP~I AI
4 April 1978

Mr. Henry M. Buchanan
Certified Public Accountant
4706 Highland Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Dear Hank:

As we discussed on the telephone yesterday, it is
my understanding that you have located and have in your

N possession the invoice and supportirg documents relating
to the Citizens For Reagan check, dated 14 July 1976, in

o 4-rthe amount of $610.57, issued to L. E. Thomas.

Please send a photocopy of these documents as soon as
possible to Mr. Paul Lovejoy, Federal Election Commission,

S1325 K. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.20463, as they are
needed by the Commission in regard to its inquiry number
MUR 443 (77). Please also send a copy of the materials,

C71 and any accompanying communication sent to the FEC, to
me at the above address.

C", I am informed that time is of the essence on this mat-

ter for the FEC, so your immediate action on this will be

07* C greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

ol"7

cc: V* aul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission

CERTIFIED MAIL
Return Receipt Requested
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Mr. Paul Lovejoy
Federal Election Commission.1325 K street, N. W.Washington, DC 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIONI; 1325 K STREILI NW
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20463

5
'4it'

'larch 15, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMONS0W i&V#c.U.

SUBJECT: MUR 443 (77) - Interim Report dated 3-7--78
Signed by 'ieneral Counsel 3-10-78
Received in Commission Secretary's
Office - 3-19-78, 3:16

c ~ The above-mentioned document was circulated to the

C* Commissionerson a 24 hour no-objection basis at 12:30,

M~arch 13, 1978.

No objections were received in this office to the Interim

C Report on 'IUP 443 (77).
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Before the Federal Election Commission

March 7, 1978

In the Matter of)
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

Interim ReBport

on February 8, 1978, the Commission issued a subpoena for

oral deposition to Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman of Florida Friends

of Reagan, and an Order requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce

0records pertaining to the activities of Mr. Thomas for which he

.!, received $610.57 in travel reimbursements on July 14, 1976.

%0 on February 14, 1978, the General Counsel's office agreed

C01 to postpone the deposition of Mr. Thomas pending the receipt of the

0 information from Citizens for Reagan. In a subsequent telephone

conversation with Ed Meese, General Counsel to Citizens for the

Republic (formerly Citizens for Reagan), Mr. Meese indicated that

Sthe Committee was attempting to locate the required information,

but because the records were maintained in storage in several dif-

ferent locations, it would require searching through numerous

boxes of materials to find the appropriate documents. Mr. Meese

indicated that he anticipated that the subpoenaed documents would

be forwarded to the Commission by March 8, 1978.

Upon receipt of this information, the General Counsel's

Office will reschedule the deposition of Mr. Thomas.

Date _Wil1liam C. Old"aker
General Counsel
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PROFESSIONAL REPORTING SERVICE

"18 FEBtqlo.' IaWW06?W-A5/ tZcY.14WR#i

F1TON
321 MAGNOLIA AVE.

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA

AG "ii I 47O'3 6946

m41/L- & '3
February 13, 1978

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

ATTN: Office of General Counsel

This will confirm that the Counsel for the Federal Election
Commission has scheduled a deposition to be taken on the 24th
of February, 1978, at 10:00 A.M., in the conference room of
the Professional Reporting Service, 321 Magnolia Avenue,
Panama City, Florida, 32401.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTING SERVICE.

iames, y' Giles

(7

!1-. ,



PROFESSIONAL REPORTING SERVICE
#OFFICIAL&,C GENERAL SI4owrHAND REPORlTiNG

I321 MAGNOLIA AVENUE

S PA,1AMA CITY, FLORIDA 32401

Federal Election
1323 K. Street
Washington, D.C.

ATTN: OFFICE OF
MR. ROTRUC

/14A~ C-F 23

GENERAL CONSEL

Commurission

204639' ~?.j



/f FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K S1REET N.W
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

February 16, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John R. Bolton, Esquire
Covington & Burling
888 Sixteenth Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Bolton:

This letter is to confirm your telephone con-
versation with Paul Lovejoy of our staff on
February 14, 1978, in which we agreed to a possible
change in the date of Mr. Thomas' deposition pend-
ing receipt of documents from Citizens for the
Republic, formerly Citizens for Reagan, pertaining
to a $610.57 travel reimbursement paid to
Mr. Thomas by Citizens for Reagan on July 14, 1976.

In the event that these documents have not
been received at the Commission by February 22, 1978,
we will contact yo. and arrange another date for
Mr. Thomas' deposition.

Since ely,,
1 1)

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

.01 )1,
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 IK 51RIF N.W
WASHIN,D.C. 20463

Yr4ES~t~ February 13, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Ronald Reagan, Chairman
Citizens for the Republic
12153 Seventh Street, Suite 200
Santa Monica, California 90401

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Reagan:

The Federal Election Commission is conducting an
investigation of the "independent expenditurzos" of
Florida Friends of Reagan in connection with your presi-
dential candidacy in 1976.

In furtherance of our investigation, the Commission
has issued an Order requiring your com,;mittee tLo produce
all documents, records and information pertaining to the
dates, location and nature of Mr. L. E. Thomas' activities
on behalf of Citizens ror Reagan for which he received
payment totaling $610.57 on July 14, 19076.

The Commission is required to conduct its investiga-
tion expeditiously. Therefore,, your response should be
sent to the Federal Election Commission within ten days of
your receipt of the enclosed Order.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul Lovejoy,
the staff member assigned to this, matter, at 202/523-4001.

Sincer ly yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

in the Matter of
MUR 443

Florida Friends of Reagan

T:Citizens for the Republic
formerly, Citizens for Reagan
1253 7th Street, Suit 200
Santa Monica, California 90401

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1), requires that you produce

for inspection by the Commission all documents, records and

information relating to payment in the amount of $610.57 made

by Citizens for Reagan on or about July 14, 1976, to Mr. L.E.

Thomas, including the nature, place and date of services

provided by Mr. Thomas in connection with such payment. These

I materials shall be submitted to the Federal Election Commission,

o 1 1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463, Attention: Office

I of General Counsel, within ten days of your receipt of this Order.

C

7Thomaz E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

Maljor (ei41 Emons
Secreth/y to the Commission



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443

Florida Friends of Reagan )

TO: Citizens for the Republic
formerly, Citizens for Reagan
1253 7th Street, Suit 200
Santa Monica, California 90401

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission, pursuant to its powers

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (1), requires that you produce

for inspection by the Commission all documents, records and

information relating to payment in the amount of $610.57 made

by Citizens for Reagan on or about July 14, 1976, to Mr. L.E.

Thomas, incl'.uding the nature, place and date of services

provided by Mr. Thomas in connection with such payment. These

materials shall be submitted to the Federal Election Commission,

1325 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463, Attention: office

of General Counsel, within ten days of your receipt of this Order.

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:

Secret yto the Commission



~\ FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION~ 1325 K SiR1LI N."W
4 WASHINCON11, 20463

February 13, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 32401

Re: MUR 443

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On January 16, 1978, we received your response to
the Commission's interrogatories in the above matter.
After careful review, the Commission has determined
that it will be necessary to take your deposition.

Therefore, the Commission has issued the enclosed
subpoena requiring your appearance for deposition.

If you have any questions, please contact Paul
Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
202/523-4001.

Sne ly yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

cc: John R. Bolton, Esq.

,0 1-UT!0A

(Q)
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL r-:1JECTION COMMIS~SION

in the matter of )Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan )To Appear for Deposition

) Upon oral Examination

) MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. S 437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

CW1 Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

o for Citizens for Reagan for which 'you received travel reimburse-

IV ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

o with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan.FeraElcinCmsio

Your deposition shall take place at 1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Ele'-tion Commission

has hereunto set his hand at Wash ington, D.C., on this day

of June ,1978.

Jfoan D. Aikens
Chairman

ATTEST:

Secret y to the Comission



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of) Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan ) To Appear for Deposition

) Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear for

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florda riens o Reaan.Professional Reporting Services

Your deposition shall take place at 321 Magnolia Ave. , on
Panama City, Florida 32401

February 24, 1978, at 10 AM.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this . 7'_6 day

0 f 1978.

Thomas E. Harris
Chairman

ATTEST:T



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

CERTI FICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on February 8, 1978, the

Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation

of the General Counsel to take the following actions in the

above-captioned matter:

0 1. Issue a subpoena pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(3)

-~ requiring the attendance of Mr. L. E. Thomas for oral
deposition.

%0 2. Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(1)
requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce records and!
or information pertaining to the activities of

0 Mr. L. E. Thomas for which Mr. Thomas received
$610.57 in travel expense reimbursement on July 14, 1976.

Voting for these determinations were Commissioners Aikens,

Harris, Springer, Staebler, and Thomson. Commissioner Tiernan was

not present at the time of the vote.

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION)1325 K S IRE[ T NW
WASHINGCTON, .C. 2046.3

February 9, 1978

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMM ONS P$

SUBJECT: Subpoena an Order in Relation to MUR 443 (77)

The attached Subpoena and Order, approved February 8,

1978, have been signed and sealed.

ATTACHMENTS:
Subpoena
Order

-V1

10 0J.UT' 0&

41
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 443 (77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegation

A review of independent expenditures made on behalf of

presidential candidates showed that Florida Friends of

Reagan ("Florida Friends") made $14,771.40 in independent

I! expenditures for Ronald Reagan during April 1976. Mr. L. E.

Thomas served as Chairman of Florida Friends; and as Florida

%0 Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, Mr. Reagan's principal

764 campaign committee. Also, Mr. Thomas received travel

0 expense reimbursements from Citizens for Reagan. This

information suggests that the $14,771.40 spent by Florida

O Friends may have been made in cooperation, consultation or

concert with Citizens for Reagan and as such would be

Sconsidered a contribution to Citizens for Reagan in excess

of the limitations set forth in 2 U.S.C. S 441a(a) (1).

II. Background

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to

believe that Florida Friends may have violated 2 U.S.C.

441a(a) (1). A letter notifying Florida Friends of such

action was received by Mr. L. E. Thomas on November 8, 1977,

requesting that Mr. Thomas provide the Commission with



-2 -

information regarding his actions and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends, and as Florida Chairman of

Citizens for Reagan.

After receiving no response from Mr. Thomas, 1/ the

Commission issued an order on December 21, 1977, requiring

Mr. Thomas to answer interrogatories relating to his

involvement with Florida Friends and Citizens for Reagan.

On January 16, 1978, the General Counsel's Office

received a response to the interrogatories (see Attachment

q I). We believe that this response is incomplete. Despite

our specific questions, the information provided by Mr. Thomas

co fails to establish the date on which he terminated his

activities with Citizens for Reagan;- the date on which

c:% Mr. Thomas began his involvement with Florida Friends; and

C! the date on which Florida Friends terminated its activities.2/

Tr Also, Mr. Thomas failed to provide the Commission with

o information regarding the dates, nature and location of his

activities on behalf of Citizens of Reagan for which he

received $610.57 in travel reimbursements on July 14, 1976.

Additionally, we believe that further clarification is

1/ Mr. David Keene, regional coordinator of Citizens
for Reagan, wrote to the Commission at Mr. Thomas' request
and set forth an explanation of the relationship between
Florida Friends and Citizens for Reagan.

2/ In his response to the Commission's interrogatories
Mr. Thomas states that Florida Friends terminated its
operations on April 6, 1976. However, Commission records
indicate that Florida Friends received contributions
through July 7, 1976.
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needed on possible communications between Mr. Thomas and

Citizens for Reagan during the time Mr. Thomas was serving

as Chairman of Florida Friends. Attachment II is a summary

chronology of events based on our present information.

III. Recoimmendation

1. Issue a subpoena pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437d(a) (3)

requiring the attendance of Mr. L. E. Thomas for oral

deposition.

2. Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437d(a) (1)

requiring Citizens for Reagan to produce records and/or

CD information pertaining to the activities of Mr. L. E.

Thomas for which Mr. Thomas received $610.57 in travel

expense reimbursement on July 14, 1976.

C:

N(DATE WILLIAM C.'OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL



ATTACHMENT I

INTERROGATORIES AND AN:;WJER!3 BY MR. I..THOMAS

MUR 4413

1. State the flate on which you became Chairman of

rlori da I' ri ends of Reaqlan and the perviold0 C time

you Servedl in that capacity.

1. Iwas Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "FJ'OR") from its inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

2. .1 Performed as Chairman cf Prop the(- dutties

required of a Chairman of a political comlittec by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

cc FFOR undertook only one limitedr pro ject, the placing of

advertiets )in h)it cn W1i sconsin n rewsp~apex-so and T

%0imp] emient c-d that P1 eton behalf of ['FOR.

3. State the dat e on which you became Cha-irman of

o Florida Cit izens for Rea(TMn and t he Li me peri od

you served inl that capacity.

o3. Governor Reagan declared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on Nlovember 20, 1975,

and that date would be the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary v.'as Jc h odn *Iarch 9 of

that year, and we btqa n cI os i ncou t-i f iet-I( o f fle es through-

out the State the next day. !iy appre::ir-ately *Iarch 11

I had com;nIeted my official. dnt ics; as!; Vloida Chairman,

except i n connect ion wi th 'wiar)piin;f up obi igat ions rema in i nq

from the primary.

4I. Describe your dut ies and rscn.;H ii it ius as

Chairman of Florida Ci . _~rr o ejan



4. 'perforried th( CUSLt1,iiiiy pol i ti (XVI duities
Of -a, State chairimn in lJ)parat i~ 101' a cand idat' *s

campaign in a pt'si dent ia~l pr~i mar"!

5. ll0w we,-( you j1p1 )ointi~d 01 aI 'te aj; Ciai rmian

of F] orida CitLizens for Iie''ij-1ii 11nd who madu thalt

appointment or selection?

5. 1 was f~irst contactL'd ()1 ()r ihout Augjust 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. 10Oenc' of riL ~m ot' Pcaqan. Mr. Keene

asked i f I Would be i nterested in hel ng Go-vernor Reagan' s

Florida Chai rman ,;hould Ie (,ovcrnror d(c i( to become a

candidate, and I indicated I would be. .1ithin a week or

two) of that datec, T tnrot in lvashinrqt on, D.C., With Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sear5;, and Senator Paul Laxal t. Wie discussed the

subject of the Plorida primary, and wQ aq.rced that T would

become the Florida Chairm~an should Governor Fzeagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican presidential

Co nomination.

6. List the namtes and titles of tlio.-. other officials

arnd eirflioyt.2(s of CiLi zcn for 1101 iw.th whomi You
Irl comniun i czci I wh ilc 1 yu wL (1il ii in of [bor id(i

0 ~Frie'n ds of 1RcaaIn; andi do nc(r ihc iii . subsLa nc'e anil

dates of all such coimmni c-it i ens.

6. Your u ' S t -JON j.S -s ; *_I - t, .1 1 i !;t LIto Vi fn C-I; of
cc other" officials and unpe'o-of CiIi~;fr- Poagian w.,ith4whom I spoUke while I was Cha irrmin of PT1 O. If. the clues Lion

is meant to imply that I spoke with rMr. Secars ainc' Senator

Laxait w-.hile I was Cha irman of PFORP, the impl ication is

inaccurate. If thL (lU0!1tien_ iF; PonLlt to il-'tt WA wa'

an officia-l o r c.Ti: lIoyi e )f c i t i zon ,; 1 )r lat InIIv1 w il I.0

was chla i rran of PPOP , t he i ip i cat ioen i: I i I. i so .inaccu ra-te.

I diid speal- wi th -,r. i 'cn- ait. on'I (fce. The

substance of that corivtrs;at ion ii- dlot a i1ed accuirat ely in

h is Ie-L L er t o N r. 0 1 cl i r, liti(d L itr3,1977.

Pedlc'r ,p t-~ lin ' 'i*, ' u I i ii 'i l



primary. Those coflvoi ,Ait ions concerned exo~1iusi vely thle

subject of the closing. of thle Florida fil'bl offiCes Of

Ci tizens for Reagjal, and( wrar p il cill)' i*(-m i n ill n acu~s and

siiliar matters from the jprilnhdry.

7. if you have hold anly othier jios ;it i-.- W WI either

Florida rriends of Reagjan or Florid'i ci tizens

for Reagian, state the L tie of id position (s)

and the dates yoit served i~ n ucI' j'o; i tioni(s)

and describe your duties andre 1 !ch i t- ill

such position(s).

7. Not applicable.

8. St ate the &c to on which F] oridcI Fri vnos of ReaganII

Nbeglan rece ivi ng con Irilbut.i enr ill(I IIhe d1Ici toi on w i chl

its last contribution was received.

8. FFOR received its, first contribuation on or

co about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

.~' 9 . S t- ta'e the (11 t10 oil 4h i ch Fl o-r i (i Fri -nd; or c; i

Cwas termnina-ted(.

09. FFOP engaged in no activities after April 6,

IT 1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

or terminated in fact 617s of that date. FFOR filed its

N ~ notice of termination with the Federal Elect ion Commission

on DJecemrrber 10, 1976.

10. State the date on which l:loricb Citizens for Reacjain

was terminated.

10. Within for tv-eight hours of the March 9

Floridai princiry' ,all of tile fi eld off i ce.; ill 11 orida had

been closed. One smnall office rminol ores inl Orlando,

stafedbyonepeson-, to handle maLters riclatinq to

wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whothur there was

any official termination of the Florida Citizens for neagan,

because all sutih iat ters werc. hand lcd 1)y t he ma in Ci tijzenFs

for Rearqan Heaidqarters in1 Washjingt~on, rD.C.



0 0
I I .Dosvribo the Inth(Un ',o ~Ili Friends of

Ro-1,1a11 to 0 solicit. O I ibu iur .

I1 All contrihuton!;, 001hei th~ii my own and my

Wife's, woe 1ol ici ted( by ol' I01)14)1 call.".

12 . Descri he any con trar to.-O aqrj 1(0 .! 'utTWdO I)teCfLwo

Florida Friends of Teaqlaf and 1L muq Advert isinq

Agency, 20 S.BE. 8th Street, Miimi , 1,lorida, or at-

tach copies of suchi t-Jreenns Lo1 yoUr answer.s to

flhose i nterrogatLori en. State the dlite and flitvldtinftS

of all payments to Long Advertising Aguncy and

describe the serviccs actua-lly p~rovided by thc

agency to Florida Fri ends of Reagan.

12. The I.oncj Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"L~ong") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

C f asked them orally to help mc? in preparation of a newspaper

00 advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contactec
1 var-J osnW5p!Cr n scon!isin to

%0ascertairn the rates at which those nes~~'sosld( adverti~si na

space, they prepared one news[paper advert i octand

0 they placed theo advertisement in 'fovrt een 1i scommsi n

newspapers.

FFOPR madofle payment to Long for i ts worlh in

ccthe aImount of $14,177.1.40. rihaL 1)aymc'7 we S made o~n

April- 5, 1976.

3-3. Identify the source of each component eg pic-

tures, copy', typfac2, layou10t do; i i) of the

adverti sing paid for by Plorida Fri ends of flcacjan.

3. Tisi as rm;H~lf~iLiefor t he advert i seirent ' s

Copy' and I a you t . The pho toe r a.)I of t he 1 lito Hous 2wa s

obta ined from 11. Arms trong Pb! el's StLock PhKO SuppJ~ieir

in Phi ladel phi a, Plennsyl1vaniae. T1he type f-ire was obtained

from the Wriqghte7on Typesettingi COMOEan1' in Miami., Florida.

The picture of ('overnor Pea*.claflxt COTl (.SI Fro01( the

Utill12 Sicot Nori one oi the CO111i'C('O of the

adv t i wiorit ;1 1 o~l' ori5 l i n a 1 1 1; rt" t

'. C it i z~s for 11" Ijan.
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14. Iclen i-i fy each person wh;Io rc vi eyed or approved the

adve rt i si ng pa idc for by Iior i d~ I' r i ':ds of Reag~an.

14. 1 did.

15. Ident ify each person who i nforiwed you thatI your

activities in connection withi Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve probl(2ciis or vitA ~it ions of the

FederalI Electionl C.-mpaIiqn Act ol 1972, as amendcd.

15. Mr. Keene was the only person who indicated

that there migjht be problems under the PTECA with FFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Suprome Court had

recently declared part% of the FF:CA unconstitutional, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that durinq the Florida primary

C Nseveral individuals and groupi; who wero not part of Citizens

co for Reagan had taken out advertisements on ))bhalf of the

INGovernor . I r )n!;u 1ted wit h my 1 orai at t-orivy ill P1 or idca

and he inrdica ted to tre that hce saw no p qa rohic] ems inl

connuct ion with Prn'F s ct iv it i c- in li2oc;ii

C 16. Describe thle services you pe-rforwIIcd 011 hehal11 £Of

Citizens for Reagan for wh:Jich you received traiiel.

crrim~rcfc'lso 
607 on :A 1.4, 1976, inclucI-

i Iy I t iI c .1uCc L i on; inl uii -.h W(-170 \cr

pe~rformeod.

6.1do not now have rcecord, vLIl~hi c! i nd icate

What serx'i ces; Were perfoirmed (or hrothiey 'Ierc. rierformeCi)

for w..hich Lilcivd ttivly l';::~c!'o dn

1,i1101 thle f jelcl offices 01I ~ia(i t;frTcknWr

closed, the qreait hukof our records- t~ r Il ated erred

to thle mainl Ci tizeiflS for Pezvian iI2110 V. 2 afULhi0!tO1n,

D. C. A Smnaller amount of records was lft withi the local

access to hcerocord'
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ATTACHMENT II

JL.E. THOMAS MtJR 4&43 ____ ____

Activities as

Da~R ran. lorl~ nia.EO_

wugust 20
1975

November
1975

.Iarch 9
1976

Yarch 11
1976

'.arch 28
1976

\ pr i
'976
pril

1976

* 'ay 7
i 976

July 7
1976

Jfuly 14.
1976.

)ecembiei 16
976

I.

-Date Thomas met
with Keene, Sears
and Laxalt and agreed
to become Florida
Chairman.

-Date Reagan announced
candidacy-, date
Thomas became
Florida Chairman.

-Date of Florida
Primary

-Date Thomas says by
which all but one CFR
office in Florida
closed; date Thomas
says he completed
his official duties
as Florida Chairman,
except in wrapping.
up obligations
remaining from
Primary

-Date Thomas received
$610.57 in travel
reimbursements from
CFR

-Date of receipt of
first contribution

-Date FFOR paid Long
Advertisintg $14,7'/1.40

-Date Thomas says FFOR
termainated; date of
Wiscorsin Primary

-Date Thomas says
received last
contribution

FFOR

-Date of receipt of
last contribution

-FFOR filed notice of
termination with
Commission

.......... ~ -
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ATTACHMENT I

INTER ROGA TOR I ESrAND ANSWERS BY 1VR. I.1-. TH{OMAS

DMUR 443

1. State the date on which you beca-me Chairman of

Florida F--ri end.:; of 1 '111 ard IHw H1.ijofof timle

you served in that ccar-aci 1'..

1.I was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "rFFOR") from its Inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

2. F per form --d a(-i; Cair' of IPoP the (1hi

rerJuired of a Chiairman of a r-)oliticali committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

FFOR undertook only one limited project., the-- placing of

advertisements in fourt een T crsi ewa~sai

implemient cd that pro'jec(~t o(Mi Leba 1 f- (A- VF(B.

3. State the date on which you beciam? ChlAirman of

Florida Citizens for Reaga-n and the time period

you served in that capacity.

3. Governor Reagan cdeclared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on llove(mber 20, 1975,

and that date would he the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially, became Chairma-n of Florida Citizens

for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary' f id 0on "arch 9 of

that year, -ind we 1)ecia n ci os ino our f i t Id offices through-

out the State the next day. Byapproxirnatel MIarch 11

T h a d c o rwl;)Ie tt, d m. rf 4icial] d ut ieCS :; iiaChr m.in,



4.- performed tP U ~o olit i cal duties
of a State chairman jin r, r kin racaddt'

c a m p a i q i n a rr a c in n a i p i tar'

5. How vwerk You apinLdon das Chairman

of Florida Citizens for 1&w,_:ajaiiandl who made that

appointment or selection?

5. 1T w!; I Vt eo at d J ik otiit Aiipiist_20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Yeenio of ('ILt i i.ns For-()-Peaqan . 1r. Keene

asked if I wouldhe intero.-ted in n q (~ ;O('U-,n(-r Reagan's

1 orida Chai rma-n !sho-uld Ilie )V anor 1e jdt. to bocome a

candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of that: date, TF Wet in W%-nt:,DC. ith Mr. Keene,

Mr. ~John Sears, a; o Se Sna for P(al J1aal .e discussedl the

subject of the F' o d I'r mry, ndWeaqee that T would

become the Florida Chairman should Governior Re(_agan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Repuhl jean presidential

nomi nation.

6. List the namos and titles of those other officials
-nd eployees of Citfiz:ens toy ihwnn o

cominui 'at~' whi ' 7 u wr~ ('m~i wnith Floida

Friends of Rea(jk-n ; (a-ndl 1Le ib ctliH' Subs tarnceand

dates of a i1,1 such COITMmn i Ca-]t ion1S

6. e ' '1 r ; ; at i I t F Htrtiamlex; Of

"other" officiak; .And (nm1-11'i en '. ' :aqn th

whom I spoke wh i 1e T wa-s Chiairmuan of I'i'Op. r f the question

is meant to imply that I spoke w.ith Mr. Sears and Senator

Laxalt while T was Chiairman of L'FOR, thme implAication is

inaccurate. Iff thejletSS ). U I;1 ti IW

an official o n 'e e tSn o eT 1e ) IJ7av, 1hileC

was chairman of FFOI?, theimpL fl)1 icat ion11 i1- 1 i lewisc' inaccurate.

I did sea ith r eeea aton. Th
subsanc of that con ers tion is etaled ccu ate y i



primary. Those conversations concerned exclusively the

subject of the closing of the Floridla fielid offices of

Ci tizens for Reaqaii, dand wraTv; i nflitlB) r1WPlJalfnnq deblts and

similar matters from thepr r.

7. If you have he]ld any li t-er pc i(j. it ither

Florida Fri-ends of Rea-qan or FloridA Ci ti zenis

for Reoaqan , Statec the i tle of suich posi tion (s)

and the dlates, you evdIn -tich o;ioCs;

and describe your duties; 11( Y i t 0 1f

such pos i L i Oil C)

7. Not anplicable.

8.State tihe (C on \Jfj('chVlorid'i f (l of: R'aqn

h~(1~a r IV) i Ilk ~) 11 t r I il it .1 ()Ilk! iLhe I to on wlii ch

its last contribu)Ltion wa1-s; recuiv(.(l.

8. FFOR received its first contribution on or

about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

9. stL to the d'i t c on wh ich V3u iaFinJ;of:Reagan11

was terniin Ledl.

9. FFOR engagied in no activities after April 6,

1976, the date of the 1976 11isconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact as of that date. FFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Ferderal 1.lection Commission

on December 10, 1976.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reaqan

was terminated.

10. Within forty-eiqht hours of the March 9

Florida p~rimnary, all OfHe0 fieold off icsi lrd a

been closed. One small office remained onen in Orlando,

staffed by one nerson, to handle matters relating to



I I Pscribe the MetLhods; nd v ' r i Ii Friend1s 0or

Rcijanto O ii ui L x I!ti

11 All1 contribhutions, 't(rt nm'own and my

wife's , Were sol1i ci ted by Le 1ellonle Ckal I;

12. Descr ibe an',lcon trac tuIilal ri(; cme-n ts; ma- d(between

Florida FIrionuls of(-)r ~1 11oq d r In

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street, Miami, Florida, or at-

tach copies of suchaqe neiLo yoiir asest~o

the se, i fteE ro 15to V 1 ('2 St d itoHt- it(III'sanId amounts

of all payments to Lonq Advrtising Agency and

describe the services actuall11y provided by the

ag1(ency to Floridaf- Fri end-- of a'

12-). Th-e Long AdvertLi s iinq Aq(,tcV ( ht'rea fter,

"Long" does commercial work for myj businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in p-reparation of a newspaper

advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contacted various newspapers in Wisconsin to

ascertain the rates at whichi thoserewJar; sold advertising

space, they prepared one newspa-per advert isement, and

they placed the advert isernent in 1Coirteefl Wi sconsin

newspapers.

[FOR made one payment to Long for its work in

the amount of $14 ,77 1.40. rjjLhatjd,'fleCt wasriade on

April 5, 1976.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g. , pic-

turscop,, ypface, layou-t desi gn) of the

advertisingj paid for by Florida Friends of Reacgan.

1 r o; v ru I)1-I(' - I !110he adVe rt iser.-enlt's

copy and 1I ayou t . Tep o r'dit- t-he .h itoHouse was

obtained from It. Aris troncj Poberts S Lock Phloto-)Suppieir

i -n 1P4hil1Ade IT -hkia-- , -Ien T1sy ,I Xvaln ia-I - hetype lface was ctzli:-Ce



14. Identi f%, coch Pc rf;-ofl..!!o rcvrQ Kl anproved the

adver ti si nov; pIAAfor by 11auiAW rd;of Reacjan

14. I did.

15. Identify each person who i nforwted you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan ma'T in11Vo(vu prhl(-.) r violaitionls of the

Federal Election Camv~iqn Act of .1972, as ai%:nded.

15. Mr. Keene was the only person who indicated

that there mighit be problems und'er the FEC.A with EFOR' s

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, th,. Supreme Court had

recently declared pa(-rts oil thie P:CA iunconstitutional , and

there was great uncertainty about th le ,Jtect of thle Court' s

ruling. I was aware that durnqf( the Florida priniary

several indlividua-ls a-nd qroupns; vwho WveunoL pt-r L of Cit i zens

for Reagan had taken out adlverti senicnits on behialIf of the

Governor . I con;u 1t((1w i t h Ir! 1 or 1 it t-or n,-y i n P1 or **((i

and he indicated to me that hL' saw ri,; o leqac-l problemis in

connection with FJ'OP 's a7t iv iIi iJ,_-)IIi i ;lc( nfin.

16 . Describe ,the sorvi-e_,s you 1)--11fOrrnnd 1-1 behal1f Of

Citizens for Reagan for T.which you received travel

r (- i -)ur se T-_ nt- w %2 '_. 57 on Jul'' i 7Cin l

i iq L 1 . Uj.H5 c-hU il I 
we re

pe r for med.

16 . 1 do not now 1have r 17c)r w h 0i ic

what services were performed (or wheore they lwe-re performed)

for whlich Irrv fti tr v ! :! 'oilI (10-t if,

-he lte field ofcsoloril tj'Il or 2CC(jan were

closed, the great, hulkofji-re) I-i'l I ris fer .-red



ATTACHMENT II

L.E. THOM~AS tMUR 443 ________

Activities as

Vl-idq4ja rVR' Chirman. 1PPOR
JA Ju kllUb L. zaIl@ L'z .UCX - -

\ugust 20
1975

November 20
1975

MVarch
1976

Yarch
'976

oiarch
1976

\ pr i
1976
pri 1

1976

Tuly
1976

iuly
1976_

28

5

6

7

14

lecember
976

I.

I

-Dnate Thomas met
with Keene* Sears
and Laxalt and agreed
to become Florida
Chairman.

-Date Reagan announced
candidacy; date
Thomas became
Florida Chairman.

-Date of Florida
Primary

-Date Thomas says by
which all but one CFR
office in Florida
closed; date Thomas
says he completed
his official duties
as Florida Chairman,
except in wrapping
up obligations
remaining from
Primary

-Date Thomas received
$610.57 in travel
reimbursements from
CFR

-Daqte of receipt of
first contribution

-Date FFOR paid Long
Advertising $14,771.40

-Date Thomas says FFOR
terminated; date of
Wisconsin Primary

-Date Thomas says FFOR
received last
contribution

-Date of receipt of
last contribution

-FFOR filed notice of
termination with
Commission

r~ 4 ~ 4 v' w-m "
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COVINGTON & BURLINUDEAL ECION A, A
888 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. J~W.O (Th&(~

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20006

TELEPH4ONE isJN P20710-683t-0005
(202) 462-600018N6 2 84EX:S-O

WRVITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER CABLE: COVLINo

HAN4D DELIVERED
January 16, 1978

William C. Oldaker, Esquire
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Enclosed herewith are the answers, under oath,
N of Mr. L.E. Thomas to Interrogatories propounded to it

~ and enclosed in your letter of December 22, 1977.

Mr. Thomas firmly believes that both he and
'V Florida Friends of Reagan (hereafter, "FFOR") have at

all times acted in strict compliance with all applicable
Federal statutes. Mr. Thomas will, therefore, endeavor to

0 assist in resolving this matter as expeditiously as possible.
Certain preliminary points should, however, be made clear

0 at the outset.

First, neither of your letters has stated with
C-7 any specificity what it is about Mr. Thomas's activities

j that leads you to assert that there is " teaot believe"
that there has been any violation of the Federal Election4 Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA"). In the absence
of a specific articulation of the supposed violation, and
even though we believe the answers to the Interrogatories
to be a complete response, we are necessarily left unsure.
In such circumstances, and despite the statement in your
November 2 letter to the contrary, Mr. Thomas cannot be
deemed to have been afforded a "reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken" against him.
2 U. S. C. S 4 37g (a) (4).

Second, the enclosed materials do not in any way
constitute a waiver, express or implied, of any procedural
or substantive rights or arguments that Mr. Thomas may



COYI9NGTON & BURLING

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
January 16, 1978
Page Two

ultimately desire to assert. We trust that if you disagree
with this or the foregoing point, you will so notify us
forthwith.

Third, we would like to know whether the Commission
has received any complaints from anyone not on the Commission
staff regarding this matter. This request is not limited
to complaints which comply with standards set forth in 2
U.S.C. S 437g(a) (1), but applies as well to complaints which
are not in compliance with that section. We ask that we be
supplied, at your earliest convenience, with copies of any
such complaints and with any correspondence between the
Commission and the complainant.

Fourth, you state in your letter of December 22
that the Commission received no information from Mr. Thomas
in response to your November 2 letter. Your December 22
letter does not acknowledge receipt of a letter, dated
November 30, 1977, from Mr. David A. Keene to Mr. David
Stein. Mr. Keene, a former field director for Citizens for
Reagan, demonstrated convincingly in his letter that
Mr. Thomas' activities in connection with FFOR were
totally independent of both former Governor Reagan and
his principal campaign committee.

It is significant that Mr. Thomas consulted with
an attorney before he undertook any activities in connection
with FFOR. Especially considering the period during which
FFOR undertook its o-3 and only project (i.e., when the
Commission was unable to provide Advisory Opinions),
Mr. Thomas took every possible step he could to remain in
strict compliance with the FECA.

The enc'..<-sed responses by Mr. Thomas corroborate
the fact that there has been no violation of the FECA.
Accordingly, there is no present need to consider issues
of Commission regulations, statutory interpretation or
constitutional law. Since there is no indication of any
violation of the law, this Matter Under Review should be
promptly closed.

Sincerely yours,

j hn~p. Bo1t on

cc: Mr. Lovejoy

Enclosures

+~

r7 0
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ANSWERS OF L. E. THOMAS

1.Iwas Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "IFFOR"1) from its inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. I performed as Chairman of FFOR the duties

required of a Chairman of a political committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

FFOR undertook only one limited project, the placing of

advertisements in fourteen Wisconsin newspapers, and I

implemented that project on behalf of FFOR.

N 3. Governor Reagan declared his candidacy for

00 the Republican presidential nomination on November 20, 1975,

and that date would be thie most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary was held on March 9 of

o that year, and we began closing our field offices through-

out the State the next day. By approximately March 11

,j. I had completed my official duties as Florida Chairman,

except in connection with wrapping up obligations remaining

from the primary.

4. I performed the customary political duties

of a State chairman in preparation for a candidate's

campaign in a presidential primary.

5. I was first contacted on or about August 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Keene of Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene

asked if I would be interested in being Governor Reagan's

Florida Chairman should the Governor decide to become a



candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of thatL date, I met in Washington, D.C., with Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sears, and Senator Paul Laxalt. We discussed the

subject of the Florida primary, and we agreed that I voould

become the Florida Chairman should Governor Reagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican presidential

nomination.

6. Your question asks that I list the names of

"lother" officials and employees of Citizens for Reagan with

whom I spoke while I was Chairman of FFOR. If the question

is meant to imply that I spoke with Mr. Sears and Senator

Laxalt while I was Chairman of FFOR, the implication is

inaccurate. If the question is meant to imply that I was

an official or employee of Citizens for Reagan while I

was chairman of EFOR, the implication is likewise inaccurate.

I did speak with !"Ir. Keene at least once. The

substance of that conversation is detailed accurately in

his letter to Mr. Oldaker, dated November 30, 1977.

I spoke a few times by telephone with Ms. Neal

Peden, Mr. Keene 's secretary, subsequent to the Florida

primary. Those conversations concerned exclusively the

subject of the closing of the Florida field offices of

Citizens for Reagan, and wrapping up remaining debts and

similar matters from the primary.



7. Not applicable.

8. FFOR received its first contribution on or

about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

9. FFOR engaged in no activities after April 6,

1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact as of that date. FFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Federal Election Commission

on December 10, 1976.

N 10. Within forty-eight hours of the March 9

Florida primary, all of the field offices in Florida had

been closed. one small office remained open in Orlando,

staffed by one person, to handle matters relating to

wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whether there was

any official termination of the Florida Citizens for Reagan,

because all such matters were handled by the main Citizens

40 for Reagan Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

11. All contributions, other than my own and my

wife's, were solicited by telephone calls.

12. The Long Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"Long") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in preparation of a newspaper

advertisement. There was no written contract.

Long contacted various newspapers in Wisconsin to

ascertain the rates at which those newspapers sold advertising



space, they prepared one newspaper advertisement, and

they placed the advertisement in fourteen Wisconsin

newspapers.

FFOR made one payment to Long for its work in

the amount of $14,771.40. That payment was made on

April 5, 1976.

13. Long was responsible for the advertisement's

copy and layout. The photograph of the White House was

obtained from H. Armstrong Roberts Stock Photo Supplier

P-1 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The typeface was obtained

CO from the Wrightson Typesetting Company in Miami, Florida.

The picture of Governor Reagan was copied from the

Wall Street Journal. None of the components of the

advertisement had any origin in any materials prepared

. Orr by Citizens for Reagan.

0 14. 1 did.

15. Mr. Keene was the only person who indicated

that there might be problems under the FECA with FFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Supreme Court had

recently declared parts of the FECA unconstituitional,, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that during the Florida primary

several individuals and groups who were not part of Citizens

for Reagan had taken out advertisements on behalf of the

Governor. I consulted with my local attorney in Florida,



5.

and he indicated to me that he saw no legal problems in

connection with FFOR's activities in Wisconsin.

16. 1 do not now have records which indicate

what services were performed (or where they were performed)

for which I received the travel reimbursement you identify

When the field offices of Florida Citizens for Reagan were

closed, the great bulk of our records were transferred

to the main Citizens for Reagan headquarters in Washington,

D.C. A smaller amount of records was left with the local

Republican Party headquarters in Orlando. I do not have

access to those records.



T hereby certify that the foregoing answers are true and
correct to the best of my kniowledge.

T.E fhoma's

Su1.bscribed and sworn to before me
this J day of' January,, 197P.

'Notary P ubIi'c

NOTARY PU--J', C-TIt7 r FLfl0'TA AT LARGE
fill' CIF,7*
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COVINGTON & BURLING
888 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20006 t [ glL

TELEPHONE TWX: 710-822-0005

(20?) 452-6000 TECLEX: 80-503

WRITEWS DIRECT DIAL NUMBiER CABLEL: COVLgNO

(202) 4 52- 6418

January 6, 1978
HAND DELIVERED

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lovejoy:

This letter is to inform you that I am serving
- as counsel to Mr. Tommy Thomas in the MUR relating to

Go him currently pending at the Federal Election Commission.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

,;1hn R. Bolton



John x. .Eolton

COVINGTON & BURLING
8"8 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W

WASHINGTON.J D. C. 20006

HAND DELIVER .J 1 p'r '

Paul Lovejoy, Esquire
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

(7k)

0



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K S I RII I N.W
WASHING lON,I).C. 20463

muR 4f43
1/6/78

Given to John Bolton Esq~t

A. Copy of Order to answer interrogatories

B. Copy of Interrogatories

C. Copy of 12/21/77 letter from Commission to L*Ee

Thomas

Receiveds_________

1/6/7 8

1*

C.

I.-
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
)MUR 443

Florida Friends of )Interrogatories
Reagan)N

1. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan and the period of time

you served in that capacity.

CO2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became Chairman of

C Florida Citizens for Reagan and the time period

you served in that capacity.-

4. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Citizens for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the names and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for Reagan with whom 
you

communicated while you were Chairman of Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance and

dates of all such communications.

a-



Interrogatories
MUR 443
Page 2

7. If you have held any other positions with either

Florida Friends of Reagan or Florida Citizens

for Reagan, state the title of such position(s)

and the dates you served in such position(s) ;

and describe your duties and responsibilities in

such position(s).

8. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

began receiving contributions and the date on which

its last contribution was received.

9. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

was terminated.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reagan

was terminated.

11. Describe the methods used by Florida Friends of

Reagan to solicit contributions.

12. Describe any contractual agreements made between

Florida Friends of Reagan and Long Advertising

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street, Miami, Florida, or at-

tach copies of such agreements to your answers to

these interrogatories. State the dates and amounts
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of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g., pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

CO
15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

0 Federal Election Campaign Act of 1972, as amended.

16. Describe the services you performed on behalf of

Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel

42 reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.



%, FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
325 K SIR[A F N.W.

WASHINGIONf).C. 20463

December 22, 1977

CERTIFIED MAIL
-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 43201

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On November 8, 1977, you received notification
that the Federal Election Commission found reason to
believe that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
in connection with its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976
Presidential campaign. In that notification the Commission
requested that you set forth any legal or factual material
relevant to this matter, specifically including information
pertaining to your responsibilities and activities as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Chairman of
Florida Citizens for Reagan.

We received no information from you. *The Commission,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (1), has issued the attached
Order requiring you to answer the enclosed interrogatories
within ten days of your receipt of this letter.

In a telephone conversation on November 21, 1977,
with attorney David Stein of this office, you stated
your intention to retain Mr. David Keene as counsel.
Please be advised that in a telephone conversation on
December 8, 1977, Mr. Keene told staff member Paul Lovejoy
that he had not been retained as counsel for you or Florida
Friends of Reagan. If you intend to retain Mr. Keene or
another attorney as counsel, please have such counsel so
notify the Commission in writing.
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If you have any questions, please contact
Paul Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure
Interrogatories
Order
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan )
MUR 443(77)

TO: Mr. L.E. Thomas
Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

ORDER

The Federal Election Commission pursuant to its power

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of

its investigation in the above entitled matter, requires

that you, on behalf of the Florida Friends of Reagan,

submit in writing and under oath, answers to the attached

interrogatories within ten (10) days of your receipt of this

Order to:

The Federal Election Commission
office of General Counsel
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

%0

ATTEST:

Mjo e W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

THOMAS E. HARRIS
CHAIRMAN
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )U 43(7
Florida Friends of Reagan)

CERTI FiCAT ION

I. Marjorie W. Emmuons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on December 21, 1977, the

Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 to issue an order pursuant

to U.S.C. Section 437d(a)(1) requiring Mr. L. E. Thomas to answer

interrogatories about his involvement with Florida Friends of

Reagan and Citizens for Reagan.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens, Harris,

Thomson, and Tiernan. Commissioners Springer and Staebler were not

present at the time of the vote.

Secretary to the Commission
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
December 14, 1977

In the Matter of)
MUR 443(77)

Florida Friends of Reagan)

INTERIM REPORT

I. ALLEGATION:

A review of independent expenditures made on behalf of

presidential candidates showed that Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereinafter "Florida Friends") made $14,771.40 in independent

NL-expenditures for Ronald Reagan during April 1976. Mr. L.E. Thomas

f. served as Chairman of Florida Friends; and as Florida Chairman of

04Citizens for Reagan, Mr. Reagan's principal campaign committee.

Also, Mr. Thomas rec-eived reimbursement for travel expenses from

Citizens for Reagan. This information suggests that the $14,771.40

0 spent by Florida Friends may have been made in cooperation, consultation,

qqrconcert with Citizens for Reagans and as such would be considered

C~ contribution to that Citizens for Reagan in excess of the limitations

14et out in 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1).

I. PRIOR COMMISSION ACTION:

On October 27, 1977, the Commission found reason to believe

that Florida Friends may have violated 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(l). A

letter notifying Florida Friends of this matter was received by

Mr. Thomas on November 8, 1977.
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on November 21, 1977, Mr. Thomas telephoned the General

Counsel's office and said that he had just returned from a

trip abroad, intended to retain counsel in this matter, and

his attorney would contact us shortly.

The General Counsel's Office received a letter from Mr. David

Keene, former southern coordinator of Citizens for Reagan, on

December 6, 1977 (Attachment I). Mr. Keene states that following

the Florida primary election, Citizens for Reagan removed its

authorization from Florida Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene further

states that he learned of Mr. Thomas' intention to place advertise-

ments in Wisconsin newspapers only a day or so before the primary

,,election in Wisconsin. Mr. Keene says that at the time he was

,oconcerned that the actions of Mr. Thomas and Florida Friends would

C'possibly be in violation of the Act and counter-productive to the

0ZCitizens for Reagan Wisconsin campaign.

According to Mr. Keene, Mr. Thomas replied by saying he had

a right to do as he pleased.

On December 8, 1977, the General Counsel's Office contacted

Mr. Keene to inquire whether Mr. Keene was representing Mr. Thomas

or Florida Friends. Mr. Keene replied that he had not been retained

as counsel for Florida Friends and that his letter of November 30,

1977, had been written to explain the situation from his perspective

as southern coordinator of Citizens for Reagan.
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III. RECOMMENDATION:

Issue an order pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1) requiring

Mr. L.E. Thomas to answer interrogatorities about his involvement

with Florida Friends of Reagan and Citizens for Reagan and send

attached letter.

00-"

WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL

IDATf

C
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David A. KeerK1)ERV ELECTION PfA C Egr X
Suite 600 C~MSO

One Thousand Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

(204~ 452-111U DEC 6AN~I~~

November 30, 1977

Mr. David Stein J -
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Stein:

Re: MUR 443 (77)

I had tried to reach you earlier in the week without success,
so I thought it best to write you concerning the possibility that
Mr. L. E. Thomas may have been acting in "cooperation, consultation or
concert with the Citizens For Reagan" when he purchased advertisements

0 in a number of Wisconsin newspapers following the 1976 Florida primary.

The possibility that Mr. Thomas was acting in concert with
r7 %0the CFR is obvious given the fact situation. He was out Florida chairman*
__ and we were running an active campaign in Wisconsin. However, in this

C instance, I can assure you that there was no coordination.

oI was at the time a field director working for the CFR, and it

C T was I who selected Mr. Thomas to head our Florida campaign. After that
primary, we closed up our Florida operation and instructed Mr. Thomas and

0 others not to spend any of the funds remaining in our Florida account or
incur any new debts on our behalf. We, in effect, removed our authorization

CC as we did in other primary states after their primaries were held.

Mr. Thoms followed these instructions, but proceeded on his
own- -and without our knowledge-- to put together a newspaper ad and buy
space to run it in Wisconsin. We only learned of this effort a day or so
before the ads ran, when our people begam to pick up rumors from people
at the newspapers themselves. By that time, there was little we could do,
though I did call Mr. Thomas to tell him that he shouldn't do anything.

He informed me that he had a right to do what he wanted to do and
said he wasn't using our money to do it. He told me he was upset by the
tone of the President's effort in Florida and wanted others to know just
what went on. I informed him that he could conceivably get into trouble
because of his position with us and told him that we didn't want him to do
anything. After a rather heated conversation, he told me he had already
spent his own money and intended to run the ads.



* Mr. David Stein
November 30, 1977
Page Two

Our concern at the time went beyond the question of whe~ther
Mr. Thomas' action would be viewed as a coordinated act. We were also
worried about the substance of his ads in a state far different from
his own. We frankly learned that his effort would be counter-productive
at a time when we were deemphasizing our campaign there in preparation
for a bigger effort in the later primaries.

I give you these facts in the hope that they will help clarify
your picture of what actually happened. I will add only one other thing.
Mr. Thomas is a very good friend of mine, and I respect him; but as any
reporter who knows him or any politician who has worked with him can tell
you$ he is not a man who can be controlled by anyone.

If I can be of any further assistance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

e David A. Keene

DAK:md



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINCGTONJ).C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

V*4.

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
Florida Friends of Reagan
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 43201

Re: MUR 443(77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On November.8, 1977, you received notification
that the Federal Election .Commission found reason to
believe that Florida Friends of Reagan may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
in connection with its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976
Presidential campaign. In that notification the Commission
requested that you set forth any legal or factual material
relevant to this matter, specifically involving information
pertaining to your responsibilities and activities as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Chairman of
Florida Citizens for Reagan.

We received no information from you. -The Commission,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437d(a) (1), has issued the attached
Order requiring you to answer the enclosed interrogatories
within ten days of your receipt of this letter.

In a telephone conversation on November 21, 1977,
with attorney David Stein of this office, you stated
your intention to retain Mr. David Keene as counsel.
Please be advised that in a telephone conversation on
December 8, 1977, Mr. Keene told staff member Paul Lovejoy
that he had not been retained as counsel for you or Florida
Friends of Reagan. If you intend to retain Mr. Keene or
another attorney as counsel, please have such counsel so
notify the Commission in writing.

4 0LU
T
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If you have any questions, please contact
Paul Lovejoy, the staff member assigned to this
matter, at (202) 523-4001.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Enclosure
Interrogatories
Order

4 0

C)



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of) MUR 443

Florida Friends of )interrogatories
Reagan)

1. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan and 
the period of time

you served in that capacity.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

Chairman of Florida Friends of 
Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became 
Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Reagan and 
the tim~e period

you served in that capacity.

4. Describe your duties and responsibilities 
as

Chairman of Florida Citizens 
for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected 
as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the names and titles of 
those other officials

and employees of Citizens for 
Reagan with whom you

commnunicated while you were Chairman 
of Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance and

dates of all such communications. 
a



Interrogatorie s
MUR 443
Page 2

7. if you have held any other positions with either

Florida Friends of Reagan or Florida Citizens

-for Reagan, state the title of such position(s)

and the dates you served in such position(s);

and describe your duties and responsibilities in

such position(s).

8. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

began receiving contributions and the date on which

its last contribution was received.

9. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

was terminated.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reagan

was terminated.

11. Describe the methods used by Florida Friends of

Reagan to solicit contributions.

12. Describe any contractual agreements made between

Florida Friends of Reagan and Long Advertising

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street, Miami, Florida, or at-

tach copies of such agreements to your answers to

these interrogatories. State the dates and amounts
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of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g., pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connecti-on with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1972, as amended.

16. Describe the services you performed on behalf of

Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel

reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.



P. 0. Box No. )j90
Panama City, Fla. 32h0l
December 20, 1977

Re: MUR 4413 (77)

Attorney David Stein
Federal Election Cormission

1325 K Street, N. We
Washington, D, C, 201463

1%) Dear Mr. Stein:

have received a copy ofM.DvdKeesletter of'

C% Nove~mber 30, 1977, addressed to you, and tried to call

'Mr. Ker,,ne to see exactly where T stood in th is matter.

(T am not an attorney.)

M.r. Keene is out of his office until. this Thursday, and

T do not~ want to be in violation of any time limitqetc.

Will you please advise me of any further action necessary

on my part.

S* ce

L. E,. "Torniv" Thomas

n~ : r

cc: Mr David A Keene, Suite 60
1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washin~tcon, D. C. 20l036



9 Thomasr~* Box )490*.
~ama City, Fle.

C>~

Attorney David Stein
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. 1,1

Wvashington, Do Co 20463
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Davi A.KeerRERAL ELECTION
Suite 600 iMN IOI N

One Thousand Connecticut Avenue, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

(202) 52-1iIU PEC 6 -AN~

November 30, 1977

Mr. David Stein
Federal Election Coimission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Stein:

O.V.Re: MUR 443 (77)

I had tried to reach you earlier in the week without success,
So I thought it best to write you concerning the possibility that

rl* Mr. L. E. Thomas may have been acting in "cooperation, consultation or
concert with the Citizens For Reagan" when he purchased advertisements

cr in a number of Wisconsin newspapers following the 1976 Florida primary.

r~l The possibility that Mr. Thomas was acting in concert with
Alumthe CFR is obvious given the fact situation. He was out Florida chairman,

and we were running an active campaign in Wisconsin. However, in this
0 instance, I can assure you that there was no coordination.

I was at the time a field director working for the CFR, and it
was I who selected Mr. Thomas to head our Florida campaign. After that
primary, we closed up our Florida operation and instructed Mr. Thomas and
others not to spend any of the funds remaining in our Florida account or
incur any new debts on our behalf. We, in effect, removed our authorization
as we did in other primary states after their primaries were held.

Mr. Thomas followed these instructions, but proceeded on his
own- -and without our knowledge- -to put together a newspaper ad and buy
space to run it in Wisconsin. We only learned of this effort a day or so
before the ads ran, when our people begam to pick up rumors from people
at the newspapers themselves. By that time, there was little we could do,
though I did call Mr. Thomas to tell him that he shouldn't do anything.

He informed me that he had a right to do what he wanted to do and
said he wasn't using our money to do it. He told me he was upset by the
tone of the President's effort in Florida and wanted others to know just
what went on. I informed him that he could conceivably get into trouble
because of his position with us and told him that we didn't want him to do
anything. After a rather heated conversation, he told me he had already
spent his own money and intended to run the ads.



Mr. David Stein
November 30, 1977
Page Two

Our concern at the time went beyond the question of whether
Mr. Thomas' action would be viewed as a coordinated act. We were also
worried about the substance of his ads in a state far different from,
his own. We frankly learned that his effort would be counter-productive
at a time when we were deemphasizing our campaign there in preparation
for a bigger effort in the later primaries.

I give you these facts in the hope that they will help clarify
your picture of what actually happened. I will add only one other thing.
Mr. Thomas is a very good friend of mine, and I respect him; but as any
reporter who knows him or any politician who has worked with him can tell
you, he is not a man who can be controlled by anyone.

If I can be of any further assistance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

David A. Keene

o DAK:md



David A. Keene
Suite 600

:)ne Thousand Connecticut Avenue, N. W.

SWiington, D. C. 20036
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Mr. David Stein
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
KWIA~P 1325 KSTI[FT N.W

FSWASHINGION,D.C 20463 November 2, 1977

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEfT_ REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MUR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Please be advised that the Federal Election
0'k Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to

believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida
Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with
its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential

%- 1 campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

O Specifically, the Commission has found reason
to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-

Tr tures" by Florida Friends may have been made in
Cr cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens

0 for Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign
0V committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri-
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. S431(p)r
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
f or Reagan under 2 U. S .C. S 4 4la(a) (7) (B) (i) . Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la (a) (1) .

40_O,
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken
by the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the.Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
10 days of your receipt of this letter. Specifically, we
request that you set forth information explaining your
responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida
Friends of Reagan, and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for
Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing, that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at

~~ (202) 523-4178.

CO r Sin eely yours,

William C. Oldaker
~ 0 General Counsel

C7 0
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FEDRALELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIR[[I N.W
~4r~sO' WASHINCTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECETVY REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MLTR 443 (77)

Dear Mr. Thomas:

Please be advised that the Federal Election
~ 0" Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to

co . believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida
Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with
its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential

r104 C!campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

Gom 0 Specifically, the Commission has found reason

c to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-
tures" by Florida Friends may have been made in

o cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens
for Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign

N ~ committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri-
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. S431(p),
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
for Reagan under 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(7)(B)(i). Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1).

4
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

Florida Friends of Reagan) MUR 443 (77)

1. E. Thomas, Chairman )
Citizens for Reagan )

CERTI FICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmnons, Secretary to the Federal Election

&Nunission, do hereby certify that on October 27,, 1977,, the Commission

&4terinined by a vote of 6-0 that there was Reason to Believe that

olorida Friends of Reagan had violated 2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a).

0 Sec tary to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREFT NW
WASHING ION D.C. 20463

October 18, 1877

IIEMORAmnfUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CHARLES STEELE

MAJRORIE W. ElIM04IS

MUR 443 (77) - First General Counsel's Report

The above-mentioned document was transmitted to the

Commissioners on October 17, 1977.

Commissioner Thomson has submitted an objection to the report.

MUR 443 (77) will be placed on the Compliance Agenda for

the week of October 24. You will be notified as soon as the

date is set.

C

ToU~0
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
13-1 K S I 1L I %,W
V\ASH ING ION 1) (. 20401~

trii/L ~'';*/?77

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emnmons

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Elissa T. Garr

MUR 41/3 ( (77)

Please have the attached 7 Day Report on MUR ' "9) ()7)

distributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-objection

basis.

Thank you.

r~ ~O
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

132 K STRELI N.W
AY"IIING1ON,D.C. 20463

October 7, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmions

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Elissa T. Garr

MUR 443 (77)

Please withdraw from 24 no-objection circulation

the 7 Day Report on MUR 443 (77).

Thank you.

ro-N

60-00 
A



F fRAL ,ELECTION COMMISSION
S325 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THECOMMISSION

MUR NO. 443(77)
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC %'

ATTORNEY

COMPLAINANT'S NAME:

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

,RELEVANT STATUTE:

cpINTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED:

-,XEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED:

D. Stein

Information ascertained in the' nodrma1
course of carrying out the Commission's
supervisory responsibilities

Florida Friends of Reagan
L. E. Thomas, Chairman
Citizens for Reagan

2 U.S.C. S44la(a)

Respondent Committees

None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

Florida Friends of Reagan made $14,771.40 in "independent

expenditures" for Ronald Reagan during April 1976.

Mr. L. E. Thomas was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

and also ap T ears to have been Florida Chairman of Citizens

for Reagan. In addition, Mr. Thomas received $610.57 from

Citizens for Reagan, Mr. Reagan's principal campai ~ciWiihee,
as reimbursement for travel expenses. Te?4
was not an independent expendi ure within §431(p) if made in

concert with or at the request or suggestion of any authorized

agent of a candidate' s principal campaign committee.

1 According to Sharon Synder, Branch Chief, Presidential

Branch, Disclosure Division, "Florida Citizens for Reagan"

was assigned a Committee Identification number, but no reports

wer~e received from the Committee; the organization never

materialized as an affiliate or independent'committee of

Citizens for Reagan; and individuals working in Florida on

behalf of Mr. Reagan were, fpor reporting purposes, not part of

the CFR (Citizens for Reaganr4 organization.
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PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The allegations stated above are from the records of the
respondent committees and suggest that the $14,771.40
spent by Florida Friends was spent in cooperation, conhulta-
tion or concert with the candidate's authorized political
committee and should be considered to be a contribution
to that candidate. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a)(B)(i). Such a
contribution would exceed the contribution limitation of
Section 441a(a) (1) applicable to Florida Friends.

RECOMMENDATION

Find Reason to Believe that Florida Friends of Reagan
N violated 2 U.S.C. S44la(a). Send attached letter.

co

%0

C-11



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRILT N.W.
WASHINCTON.(. 20463

S?4=(:: OV )

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIff" REQUESTED

Mr. L. E. Thomas, Chairman
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 34201

Re: MtTR 443 (77)_

Dear Mr. Thomas:

cr. Please be advised that the Federal Election
Commission (the "Commission") has found reason to

co believe that the Florida Friends of Reagan ("Florida

~0 Friends") may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with

Cn its support of Ronald Reagan's 1976 Presidential
campaign. We have numbered this matter MUR 443 (77).

0
Specifically, the Commission has found reason

to believe that $14,771.40 in "independent expendi-
tures" by Florida Friends may have been made in

Cr cooperation, consultation or concert with Citizens
for Reagan, the candidate's principal campaign
committee, as a result of your apparent dual role as

N Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan during the 1976 pri--
mary campaign. Additionally, you are reported as
having received reimbursement for travel expenses from
Citizens for Reagan.

If Florida Friends' expenditures were not
independent expenditures within 2 U.S.C. §431(p),
they would be considered a contribution to Citizens
for Reagan under 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (7) (B) (1). Such a
contribution would be in excess of the contribution
limitation applicable to Florida Friends at the time
of the contribution. 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1).

4o r4~(.,f 9)
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken by
the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
fifteen (15) days of your receipt of this letter.
Specifically, we request that you set forth information
explaining your responsibilities and activities as
Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan and as Florida
Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing, that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at

%0 (202) 523-4178.

C", Sincerely yours,

0% 0

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

N
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Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (4), the Commission
advises you that Florida Friends has a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken
by the Commission in connection with this matter.
Accordingly, the Commission requests that you submit any
legal or factual material relevant to this case within
10 days of your receipt of this letter. Specifically, we
request that you set forth information explaining your
responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida
Friends of Reagan, and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for
Reagan.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) (B) unless Florida Friends
notifies the Commission, in writing , that it wishes the
investigation to be made public.

If you have any questions, please contact
David Stein, the attorney assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4178.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

CO
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Florida Fricnds of Reagan
P. 0. Box 490
Panama City, Florida

Dear Treasurer,

This letter Is5 prompted by the Commission's interest in assisting

candidates and committees to comply with the Federal Election Campaign Act,

as amended. This law has, as you may know, many and sometimes 
complex provisions.

2 U.S.C. 431 (d) deff~es a "political cozmitteeYo 
mean "oany committee, club,

association, or other group of persons which receives contributions 
or makes

expenditures in excess of $1000 during a calendar 
year." The difi4ition of

contribitions and expenditures further clar,ifies 
that such receipts and

expenditures are those received or expended for 
the purpose of influencing

the nom'inationl for election, or election of any person 
to Federal office or

for the purpose of influencing the results of a primary 
held for the selection

of delegates to a national nominating convention of a political 
party.

A review of te *-Aeport of Independent Expenditures of Contributions

by Persons (FEC Form 4ntended for the use of persons other than political

committees or candidates) filed by your committee reveals that contributions

in excess of $1000 have been received . Therefore, it would appear that your

*4 organization would qualify as a "1political committee."

0%9 Enclosed ar.e relevant informational materials with regard to the

Federal Election Cam'paign Act, including the appropriate forms for registration

C*1 %0 and reporting by political committees. Please examine these materials and if

e~" = you agree that your organization 
is a political. committee please submit 

a

Statement of Organization on FEC Form 1 within ten days of receipt of this letter.

o1 In addition, your commi~ttee will be required to file disclosure reports in

ac-cordance with the provisions of 2 U. S. C. 434 on FEC Form 3. If your

CO7, co=-ittee no longer supports candidates for Federal 
office and has no outstanding

or debts or obligations, then a single report when accompanied 
by a statement of

disposition of residual funds, may be de.signated a notice of termination 
from

0reporting require-.ents.

If you believe thtit your organizption does not qualify as a

poliOti1cal con--itt"Ce" please provide within ten days to the Commissi-. .n

a statement detailing- the reason for this position.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not

hesitate to contact Ron Ewat (202-382-3484) our Reports Analyst assigned

to you.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Director for

Disclosure and Compliance



Election Cctm~ds 3irk
itreet. M.N.
m&, D.C. 20463

Mtans on reverse side)

REPOR OF iNDEPENDENT

EXPENDITURES- OR CONTRIBUTIONS '

By PERSONS

to. Every person (other thani a po~itical ccrmittee or candidatce) who wakes co 'b~~4b epniue o
Mmications which excpressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly idenitified candidate for federal office,
Mr than by contribution to a political cooiiittee or candid-Ato, in an aggregate amut in excess of $100 within a
Madar year m~ust file tis Report. (See reverse side). PCLTrICALt awMIrrE-s do wor file Reports of Receipts aid
Erd~tures cn FC Forn S. Political caondttces file Reports on FEC FoM, 3. _________________

I tKam oi &'rson (in Full) %# Th Vis is a Report of

FLORIDA FRIENDS 0F R EA0AN

r 4 Street)

P. 0.01Pox 490,i 7%~ w. 15th Street
rrty,, State Cl Zip Code

.Panama City, Florida 3241 

o3 Irdependent Expenditurs

O Independent Contributions

%1Both

ot zReporz Cc~ric. H-propriate bcx),
10- Okczaber 10 to _ ____Report

JlyIli 0~ JaLiarV 31

;Q ath day report preceding __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ election on i the state of _ _ _ _ _ _
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gzy geeral or convention NO~te)
tftz-e e- endz-ies and czntributi s -ut ex14 in the agf'-rezate, S10O uithin a aedrvear.__________

Nami of Eederal
'%hiring Addess & Zip Coe Pu-.zCSe of ExqzenditUre/ Date *Amottit Candidate advocated
.Ocf Each Payee CcatibrUmin (=nth, day, by the Expenditu.re/

*year) Contribution

ouelf gcntributicri to

a cofl~pl~ list attached NIewspaner Ads 4/5/76 $14s771-46 Ronald Reagan
Wisconsin

nd 4=-.- w coat:rribtjton t
z~Advertising Co.

D . E. hh Street -Paynrent for news paper-
Lami, Fla. 33131 ads in Wisconsin h-5-76 $T1 771-40 Ronald Reagan

Rwendtre to Oc 100io 1.- -

"enditwre to O.1Conrributiczl to

Subtotal of Iteiied Expentditures and/or ContributlanA......*0. .. 00000Of., 11,771AIo

Subtotal of Lnirewlzed Expendlrwes and/or Cntributicw~..,,* . ...... $

Total Expenditurei andbht Ccntributioru.................................................$ Ii,771*110
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EXPENDITURES ORt&CONTIUTIOS
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ads in Wsconsin 4-co:-76 $111,771. 1.1

k 4 4. 4.

Ronald P.el V/ /P

RonaldRekf

4. 4. I .- ~
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'Par~ana rt44e-r F1s~ v

ilerbart Stockhom
Wo Do Malone, Jr*
Jeanne Do Rodriguez
Robert If. Shedd, ND
Robert Q, Borland, DMD
Robert A. Rosascop
Jo D. Danielson
Thomas L. Wlolfe
Shirley P. Greene
Russell Wittenberg
Bo J. Guider.
E. No Claughton
C, Salmnx-Ferro
Charles Vo Bradley
Pamela 0o, Cadman
Hugh 0. Rosser
Ellen K. Ogle

"CeGynh L, Cordiner
Frederick W, Guardabass±

%-Iichazci Do Pope, Sr.
Wo Ma. E\nk
Mack Q'tlrner

Ben R' Adar.s
0Merna; Russell
Akrs. Donald H. AndersonSallycl,. Lambert
Ci'. E. Busby
Geor e' . G-Tsh
Terry erri ck
tI cille M,. Stickle
erncPK. Baxter

bznnie (ussel1
Audrey Holloway
11obert PL. Langford
Le E. Thoa

Amount

$ 300.00
300.00
100.00
200.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
1.00.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
SO0,0o
100.00
50.00

.v000
1,000.00
1,*000.o00
3,00.00
100.00
100.00
10000
100.03
100.*00
100.00
150.00

300.00
S.oo
7.00

25.00
50.oo

5c0. oo
100.00
200.00
, hao

Kniling Address

29110 Argyle Road Birmingham, Ala- 1r~p. 0., Box No. 2554& Birmlingham, Ala. z. 1 ,hog9 melanie* Way Maitlandi, Fla. 327tzZ).6 o w1. Marion Ave, Punta G'orda, Fla.7s,'211 W1. Mlain Street Dothan~, Ala* 36 0Z1)830 S. Wo'92nd Ave. Miami, Fla. 331761320 So. Dixie Hwy Coral Gables, Fla, /it!6330 Cellini Coral Gables, la3574 So* Moorings Way Coconut Grove, Fla. 18070 S.W. U14 Terrace MiamiI Fla. 33158795 N. Eo 91zth St, Miami Shores, Fla. ~'34. S.E. 2nd Ave, Miami,* Fla,. 331312977 Coral Way Miami, Fla. 3314212855 Hickory Road No, Miami, Fla, 331C,-9768 S.W. 106 Terrace Miami, Fla, 331767360 S.W. 130 St. Miami, Fla. 33156518 Lido Drive Ft Lauderdale, Fla. 'ji155 Bayview DrB-1a-1air, Clearwater, Fla. 3~~~915 Middle River Dr. Ft Lauderdale, Fla.7YIL 1Cypress Gardens, F3. i,5325 So. Orange Blossom Orlando, Fla. 328ogr1625 W, Grant Orlando, Fla. 32805Raley Groves Winter Haven, Fla.Box 37 Auburndiale, Fla. 336y -:n2921 Island View Cir. Danama City, Fla. 3 21,-7527 No. Palo Alto Ave. Panama City, Fla* 3?),-'Si23 Isla Bahia Dr Ft Lauderdale Fla.3h.6 Turtle Grass, Bay Poirt,,q Panama diy, l- I"IBox 24.203 Tampa, Fla, 33623 013365 Marquette Ave. Elm Grove, Wis, 53122914 M1-agellan Drive Sarasota, Fla. 33580177 Ocean Lane Drive Key Biscayne, Fla. 33tl11411.01 3rd Ave., J.est Birmineham, Ala. 3520-j118 Spring Valley Loop Altamonte Sprgs, Fla.Langford Resort Hotel Winter Park, Fla.32~2814. Canal Drive PaaaC~ . 32 76--9

$21714

'7

4-5-76 Ad

C,%-,. ( -.07



- - __ :~j *Lj 1-

- J\C-/\C.~A%2A-eu~~CI

I -;J~

11

1 ***j j

.r~.I-,

* I~2~LO L"2:lr TO CM!" IT.e.

C110

We Florida Republicans witnessed the tragi
spectacle of Me. Ford's votebuying just a few sweekk
ago. And the Lame thing his happened, or'is hap
pening, in other states whiere there Are electiCons
We are sorry for our nation that the Presidency has
been so degraded. And as Republicant, frying to
survive in a hostile national climate. wit are equally
grieved foe our Paoty.

We pray thotalur fellow Republicans in Wisconsin.'
will rebuke this raw Abuse of power.

If a Republican President wishes to buy votes
and thus itiltate porkbarrol politicansa. .,then it
is lime for Republican voters to say. "NO" ...
timer for Republican voters so insist onea higher
standatd for the highet office in the land.

We sincerely believe that Ronald Renigan as evi-
denced by his rec"Mt of reelection as Governor,
represents that highee standard which Anierica needs
in The White House.

ItIPORTANTI
Oar'iuseaa liKepdnsend Rettoiblrin, ... ~
ALL sn veto for Hontald Arnrun in fti
WiaiuPrimary. And YOilii oeciarit
(for examiile, In 1 iorva.f it lete runt Sixs
6Ctrs gut-i% Par firecncl hsad ilr' -idad to vte i
fo Ronald hleairW fitwoulid iav carried "h v 4. -
erringestate .. ihitudof tem nyMnove . I~-'(j
411% tlh didcarry. SovoTTETUkSOAYIl Vi

And should we
r.ye away
the Panama Canal?
WISCONSIN'S REVERED SENATOR SPOONER.
WHOSE LEGISLATION CREATED THE CANAL,
WOULD TURN OVER IN HIS GRAVE IF HE
KNEW OF THE FORD-KISSINGER SCANDAL.
The Panama Canal is ours.. is scivere igi American
property fully paid for and legally relogr~is d
U S. territory. Yet, Gerald Food "n H~enry Kiss'i
gei ra fully committed to goeeor dasde to the
Panamanian dictator. Gen O'naf Torr~crs. who is
an avowea Marxist and ally of Cubj's Fidel Castro

Republican U.S. Senator John C Spooner of
Wisconsin introduced in 190? the leislation vor,cii
eventually created the Panami Canal 'The muial
in thea Capitol at hladeson pvais horniage to Senator
Spiooner's vision fo( linking the Atlantic anid tie
Pacific to tosler %oi ld commerce.

What would Senator Spooner, it he %vere lav rig
say to Geeald Foods today, in rerjionst to ti,s ij'r
UstiC Scheme to give away AneriL* s candil I

We believe that Senator SPooner andI nos
Americans, would relect the frgitemrrrr ad noli
Ford K~issinger pilan What do you thnk)

IVESI I WANIT REPUPiLICAviS IN OlTHER PRIMARY STATES TO KNtin THEi FACTS ABOVE.
HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP I UaLl l4 VOUR MiSAGE ELSEVANERE.

I AMCE: .,.AOO ESS,

AMLV1 fCONfrorct/g r $.
Pein)Check or nrneyvp ordie pi, abu to f r,tli Forwc* or 9eaaim

OCCUPA TION ____ ______________

I AlDo.Cviirlhn 10 '0-rn #.- vi i aict it uiiri-iir cu- ityrr F Je bero arri 1
- -ui r -a to - --- --in --- --- -- ---L --oi --- --- -- --- r-ns -ate -~gia i~t - - - -a~

-OLM.110 fRAI~sWL 101 tC01116 0 oTIP W~ LC;f O 'o

N ro American Preetident in history as soblatantly
OWe taxpayers' Money (your moneyl to buy an
election. This is not amcere alleaton- it's a fact.

FACT: Sits days before the Florida Republican
Primary. Mr. Ford revealed that lhe would pour
$33 million of new federal contracti into te
Orlando pliont of Martin-Marietta Coep.

~.h-FACT' Five days before teeltcon, Mr- Ford
AsPC"IOVuls Secretaryof Ml~.,yutoi Miami
to Announce that up to W~o million would be
available for a local rowsd-transit program.

* FACT: A week before the election. more thn
$2 million was granted to stibidie Cuban exilelobster fishermen (there are 27000O Cuban Repub-
licans in ~iamri).

FACT: in vote-rich and elderly St Petersburg,
Mr.. Ford promised a new VA hospital,

FACT: Derpite the Sharply cut ti~ld spending
for the space pirogeam, Me. Ford sad he'd create
150 new Civilian fobs at Patrick Air Force Base, ten
heavily Ilegublican Brevafrd County

FACT: Jcrry Thomas, the 1974 GOF nominee
for Governor of Florida, miadr a ss irr anracrunce.
Plant of slilxrrl foe Mr Ford. four vi-i-lit later,
Ford added Thromas to the lo!, p-aoroll atan

unosceuyof the Treasury,
And after Mr Ford was asked bry a Floirda voter

vifen Introsite Vir mould b'e foinri in tratl stale
(froim Tan ; o fh:llie triliecj mll, !,uglilee.
"Wtiein do Vfyc i 'vt it tinfi.h-.ii

IsI i tlf funrvi IS it ' iCA e that thre nlorrey
a "ta t nv , rn rwooe to the Watririrt 1-r machine

Vxvevid toil iiA1, rity rw.ir trti vd of the
;nsiv-alf I tir -n of I @ 0( 0pltic a

t it 1 1W.

14".'e~ siw C"Iraid.fdct

yi,,~ ~ ~ lA w'. . Cyo~ .- i Fold

I- ~ ~ k at -td
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GERALD FORDMS OUTr TO BUY IT..
WITH YOUR HARD-EARNED MONEY!

No American President in history has so blatantly
0"ed taxpayers money (your money) to buy an
election. This is not a mere allegtion-it's a fact.

FACT: Six days before the Florida Republican
Primary, Mr. Ford revealed that he would pour
$33 million of new federal contracts into the
Orando plant of Martin- Marietta Corp.

FACT: Five days before the election. Mr. Ford
rss ~ptc(0%is Secretr;of TrabrtatioW;fbMiami
to announce that up to $60 million would be
available for a local rapid-transit program.

FACT: A week before the election, more trian
52 million was granted to subsidize Cuban exile
lobster fishermen (there are 27,000 Cuban Repub-
licans in Miami).

FACT: In voterich and elderly St. Petersburg,
Mr.. Ford promised a new VA hospital.

FACT: Despite the sharply curtailed spending
for the space program, Mr. Ford said he'd create
150 new civilian jobs at Patrick Air Force Base, in
heavily Republican Brevard County.

FACT: Jerry Thomas, the 1974 GOP nominee
for Governor of Florida, made a surprise announce
ment of support for Mr. Ford. four weeks later,
Ford added Thomas to the federal payroll as an
undersecretary of the Treasury.

And after Mr. Ford was asked by a Florida voter
wf0en Interstate 15 would be finished in that state
(from Tampa to Naples). he replied with laughter,
"When do you went it fini~"d~

Is it really funny? Is it a joke that the money
sataxpayers turn over to the Wasinton machine

#iould be used prir~ily not for fth good of the
people, but for the good of politicians?

Is it a joke that with this year's federal deficit-
at least $80 billion-Mr. Ford should putlus deeper
into debt in order to bribe the voters?

(The irony of all this is that while Gerald Ford
Played "Santa Claus" before the Florida election,
after the election he ordered massive cutbacks at
two Florida military bases ... went from Santa to
Scrooge, once the votes were counted.)

We Florida Republicans wtneued the tragic
spectacle of Mr. Ford's votebuying just a few veel&
ago. And the same thing has happened, or is ha&)'-
pening, in other states where there are elections.
We are sorry for our nation that the presidency has
been so degraded. And as Republicans, frying to
survive in a hostile national climate, we are equally
grieved for our Party.

We pray thatour fellow Republicans in Wisconsmn.
will rebuke this raw abuse of power.

if a Republican President wishes to buy votes
and thus imitate porkbarrel politicians. . ., then it
is time for Republican voters to say, "Nor".. .
time for Republican voters to insist on a higher
standard for the highest office in the land.

We sincerely believe that Ronalo Reagan, as evi-
denced by his recttM of reelection as Governor,
represents that higher standard which America needs
in The White House.

IPORTANTI
Ownombse,1I1dpe0 en0 nd Republiams...
ALL can vote for Ronald Rean the
Wamnawn Primary. And YOUR vote counts
Ifor Sample, in Florida. if fewer than six
eKM votoper arprecncad idedWto vote
for Ronald Reepn, h would have crried the
entire mm.t . . instead of the imprev
48% tha he did wary. So, VOTE TUESDAYV1)

And should we
give away
the Panama Canal?

WISCONSIN'S REVERED SENATOR SPOONER,
WHOSE LEGISLATION CREATED THE CANAL,
WOULD TURN OVER IN HIS GRAVE IF HE
KNEW OF THE FORD-KISSINGER SCANDAL.
The Panama Canal is ours.. is sovereign American
property fully paid for and legally recognized as
US. territory. Yet, Gerald Ford and Henrv Kissn
ger are fully committed to give it awvay to the
Panamanian dictator, Gen. Omar Torrijos. who is
an avowed Marxist and ally of Cuba's Fidel Castro

Republican U.S. Senator John C. Spooner of
Wisconsin introduced in 1902 the legislation which
eventually created the Panama Canal. The mural
in fth Capitol at Madison pays homage to Senator
Spooner's vision for linking the Atlantic and the
Pacific to !oster world commerce.

What would Senator Spooner, it he were living
say to Gerald Ford lodav in response to this fan
tastic scheme to give away America's caa1

We believe that Senator Spooner, arind,
Americans, would reject the frightening and iegal
Ford Kissinger plan. What do you think?

I YEll I WANT REPUBLICANS IN OTHER PRIMARY STATES TO KNOW THE FACTS ABOVE.
HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP PUBISH YOUR MESSAGE ELSEWHERE.

I NAME ADDRESS:

i CITY."_______________SAE _________ZIP._______

I AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION: 8_____
I ~Pwna ock or moowy order owybiA to Fabfriarsd of Rapn)

OCCUPA TION:

I USINESS ADDRESS
IAil above infoumtion is requirdby6Wedealolw NO oaqe rmcowrrhuons v be saeptd)J

UMe TOOAY TO: PLOROA P8121000Of tMb/ wssWIG e MIT IPMW.MA CMtY e isa sanot
-------------------------------------------------

PtoRIcA faiOWS Of hSAGAM VOn
- I -OOPMWAnb, P-ftiJ~w dtowo h t sw mm wR-
ILL RomeA"er aaa m"Ws'o eTome aean" I, ieTikcli miuei

Ilall
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(page 3)
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HL RCEIPTS

jjamitqd (U-0 ECtmdjuIl Al ...

semni'cC00l'*CF) ircludrl Atron-Y

ris by mitj mfm kchv&a Ott - -

I Subtotal CI etnff rd~' (r111lv .cn

"ni an" LotPwjff
t

*ccin

Ii temitnd lu te rc lse Al .. .

iSubtot#,l of jamm an Anti n t fe-3rwV (O W .. .

e.tuftd5 RetAitti Rc~u'" ent

*)~~ ~ ...... lt Sfecut l...... . -

bi U mIcc

ci w~toS oftmU~ Aeu~c$ r~tttfl.' rclurr

rrrl-r 
isAnWT

W Total Pleer -

P-~ lIT

this Pet oct
Column (

$ 4.--.'

$
S

in

0! ccoun .r2Z t

(P71

' A Z t I ~ C', r

'Z3I

20403

''1



Itemized~or 15 ~ intReipm ofFa"or

-11tfibutions Sik LN NUMB -------

~~t Po chss Leseiost ~

Re at s 
(Use v

t Irn ful

-,-4* -- or-,

*?1

C*4 
...I- hi ,

"nI
~1' 

~'

! k t ,, - , .

,. 1,let:



Uerniz$d Receipts,
at A Contributions, Ticket PUMMhSMs Loans. LINE faMC

uARebates, and Tranistfrs for Line j"",vg

Mm bers 15, 16# 17 and/oil IS of FIC Frm 3~ nb

1I1 f Cmjfatq of WT~InMMV IM full

"J)flIIT;7! OS 07' R AAN

1-7r S. Dixie Hirfl

Xre '4 or, Art '

Full Norv#. frim d& I n ZIP Cod$
'h~ ana L

a33 Cv 1i A

v.~ %A

Princ1 AS

Slo..

n If

F u!,

U,

V, -,

a-k

A



de A Rebateso and~ Tr8aff f tOf LIDO

.C. 2N 43.n .c

C~TT F jr)B OF? RAGAN

62 . rrit r 22

... .

; Mt ~t. $

"Id ~ Zr 'Futl' N
P Aj r-In;0

Ij?'C.~'

~ 1'a.~ -, I

~o n

2~ Z '

c;)v. '

*'C'C..

"I'



I,' for Line 21 FAXC form 3

D.C. 20463 ~

Fl~rtla Friends of 1Peagan

it N~rn". ffailirg #v. r*%s esd ZIP oaft

1, F. Thri Chairmanf Is This a Sriwa0 eccrty1 4y O>e sm c

B.0 OX~ 1 9

im~ ejr~ ti im me, 02vept. sloN1 a CM~rw yw,

104- rrt V .n &O.S ft ZIP CSo fe E'ti~
rux Eawn T % 1

T 

AL

r-

I

A llci-*
w~c~lie c' x~x" Ly "Wh

I

A 1-

11 ' i



3

0

0~)

a

z

~II

C

Z.



Milton & Greenwood Reporting Associates, Inc.
(formerly Reynolds Reporting Associates. Inc.)

R. E. Milton
President

P. L. Greenwood
Vice President
Secrets ry.Treasurer

wexomvy9'Ien 4e a4UW$4
Suite 1 110

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

July 7, 1978

Gary Johansen, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Fourth Floor
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: B3EFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION:
FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN, MUR 443 (77).

In the Matter of:

Dear Mr. Johansen:

Transmitted herewith for Ifiling the deposition of LUTHER EDWARD

THOMAS, taken June 29, 1978. Mr. Thomas having waived the reading and

signing.

Sincerely yours,

MI1LTON1 & GREENWOOD
REPOR~TING ASSOCIATES, INC.

D. , Geo

Adiministrati-ve Assistant

f i

Phone:
202-833-3598
202.833.3M9

t~1



ORIGINAL
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

-------- ------------------- x

In the Matter of:

FLORIDA FRIENDS OF REAGAN :MUR 443 (77)

-------- ------------------- x

Washington, D. C.

Thursday, June 29, 1978

Deposition of

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

a witness in the above-entitled matter, called for examination

by counsel for the Federal Election Commission, taken at the

offices of the Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W

Washington, D. C., beginning at 1:10 p.m., before Bobbie C.

Lake, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia,

when were present on behalf of the respective parties:

Milton & Greenwood Associates, Inic.
(NOTARY: D.C.-VA.-MD.)
OFFICIAL REPORTERS

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20038
Phones: (202) 833-3598

833-3599
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For th~e F9 er". fElaq ion

WILLIAM C., OLDAKR, EQ
and

GARY JOHANSEN.1SQ
1325 K~ Street, N~.WM
Washington,#.C 06

ForLuer Edvdt1 . 8:

JOHN Re BOLTON, ESQ.
COVINGTON & BURt1INQ'.
888 16th Street, N.M,
Washington, D.C. 2~60'

Also Present:

PAUL LOVEJOY

C0NTENTS

WITNESS:

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
(Mr. Johansen)

3

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS
(Mr. Bolton)

55

EX HI BIT S

Marked for identification and attached:

Government Exhibit No. 1 - National Car Rental Invoice

Government'Exhibit No. 2 - National Car Rental Invoice

45

46

Government EChibit No. 3 - Southern Airways ticket stub 48

Government Exhibit No. 4 - American Express bill 4

0y I
od

0

,0

0c

49
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iMirke4 for identifi~cationl and attached:

Government.Zxhibit No. 5 - check stub record for $11.5

Govrneat e ibtN.6-check stub record' for$9.

Governmnt Exhibit No . 7 -check stub r ecord fdr-$23.

GoverniMs rt exhibit.No..8 -check stub record for $67.2

Government Exhibit No. 9 -interroga tories

1Government Exhibit No. 10 -answers to interrgtries

75.0



0

a.

C

C
4

N

!V 

43

Thereupon

JUT"""~DX 
TOAawitns 
THOMAtfea Was called for examinat$o 

by c efr hFed ral 3l ct±~ C z~~ j~ j02 and af erhaving been sworn b
t e n tary,, was examined abyeti i d a f l o s

By -COEMSEL FOR THE F.EDEPAL E;ECTO 
OJZSOBY VM. 

BLOITON COMMo Q I znMigh t Start as an i t o u t
0 name is Gar y Jo a s n tmhr eod ay rpuc h t mFederalO Elcto Commissthon

theOdkrWho theomisin and accompanying me i ila
C.7ke 

i GeeaConel 
of the Federal Election

Cmisoand 
Paul Lovejoy who i aaea o h

Off ice Of General Counsel.- 
saPrlglfrtl

This is a deposition of L .Toa hc sifurtherance of the 
E* homa.. Wich s i

Igaioninto

V o l a t i o n s O f t h e F e d e r a l l e c t o C aoa is sA cbby t h
F l o r d a r i e d s o R e g a n a n d t h e m a t t e r h a s b e e n d e s i g n a t e d

as MUR 443 (77).

The deposition 
i enis bingconducted 

Pursuant to the
Commuisson' 

oesa tae n2,SCs po ers as tate in 2 U S.C Section 437d(a )( 3 ) .

M.* Thomas is represented 
by counsel, John R. Botwois Present here today. 

-o, h
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Could 'you tell: us -lu~ull,,,, ame, pes

A uterEdwin Thomas.

0 What isyu home address?

A -2814 Can1 Orie Pa t itylo Floricla.*

Q0 How Aoi have you "been a resident of Florida?.

A Thirteen years.

Q Are you arried?

A Yes.

Q What. is your wife.'s' name?

A Virginia.

Q What is your occupation?

A Automobile dealer.

Q What is the occupation of your wife?

A Housewife.

Q Do you have a business address?

A 705 West 15th Slreet, Panama City, Florida.

Q You said your occilpation is automobile dealer. Do

an automobile deig1prship2,,,

Yes.

What is the name -Qf Your de6alership?

Tommy Thomas Chevrolet-.

Is it incorporated?

YOU own

A

Q

A

Q
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A Ye. Itis incorprated

Q Were you involved in Governor Reagan's campaign

for president?

A Yes.

Q When did you first begin supporting Governor flea&n?

MR. BOLTON: Excuse me. Could I just ask a question?'.

Do you intend to cover in this deposition matters that have-

;:'been answered in response to questions enclosed with

IMr. Oldaker's. letter from earlier in this year?

MR. JOHANSEN: The interrogatories?

o oMR. BOLTON: That is correct.

CMR. JOHANSEN: Yes. Those matters will be covered.

'~* 0MR. BOLTON: You are going to as3k

MR. JOHANSEN: Not specifically verbatim, but those

Nmatters could be touched upon again.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q am sorry; what time did you say you first became

ihvolved in Governor Reagan's campaign for president?

A When he announced. I think it was initially

November 20, 1975. I had been a Reagan supporter before that,'I

but that is the official time.

Q When did you become involved in an official capacity
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A_ 1.became 'hi's -Florida chirman when he anicd

Q SoyoU. were selected or appointed as chairman at-

the time he announced for the-pre idency?

A Yes.

Q How did the 'selection come about?

A I had been the former Republican' state chairman,

and everybody knew I was a Reagan supporter, ph$.losophieallyO

A so I guess,, as far as I know, they never talked to anybody

else about doing it. They asked me to do it, ,and I was more

than willing.

Q You say, "they;" did you talk to anybody else?

:'Who did you speak to?

A Senator Laxalt and David Keene, and I think

:Imaybe John Sears.

Q What were their involvements in the campaign?

A Senator Laxalt was, I guess, the honorary chairman,

and he was the chairman. John Sears, I guess, was called the

campaign manager, and I assume he was paid. And David Keene

was a field director.

Q What did you discuss at this meeting you had with

those three individuals? Generally, what did you discuss?

A I don't think I met with them all at the same
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time. I talke 'With them at different times, and 4we dindus.a.

J1what you would normally discuss. We knew wheni the date of the-

primary would be,and we had to.have a state-wide organization",

and had a very limited budget and thj1ngs like. that.

Q During the period of time they initially contacted 'yo r

jto become ch4iman, what did You discuss during that period?

1 MR. BOLTON: Are you referring to the period of time

1in November, 1975?

MR- JOHANSEN: When he was first contacted in regard

to becoming chairman?

THE WITNESS: I can't specifically tell you what we

discussed.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Just generally.

A Discussions about how many people I could afford

1to hire; how many volunteers we had to have; and how many

people we could afford to hire; where we would put the

'State office; dates.

Q Did you discuss the national campaign at all?

A I can't say because I really -- I am sure we

talked about it vaguely, what his chances were against Ford,

et cetera, but I can't remember anything specific that we



L0

oj,

4
0

0

N

46K

~. '~

~'

talked- abOt'-'U t

Q Do you remember when you first set up office as

chairman-of Citizens for Reagan in Florida?

A Yes.

Q What was that date?,

A Well, I can't tell you exactly but it was immnediately

thereafter. I would say we opened our first office some,

'time in December,; maybe it was January. But, you know,

as soon as possible -- practical -- after he announced.

QThis first discussion that you had was that

',a telephone conversation, or did you meet with one or all

three individuals in person?

A At one time or another I met with them individually.

Q Did those meetings take place in Florida?

A They took place in Washington. I might have

met with David Keene ifl Florida, and then I also met him

in Washington.' But. met-John Sears and Senator Laxalt

up here.

Q Who was yuman contact with the Citizens for

'Reagan campaign p'eople?

A David Keene.

Q What was his function~ with Citizens for Reagan?
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A None.

V!,~

'Wa if a4 gi42ou 'Ddh

Hie wasth asin on eha n anat ih adIasu

A Well.

MR. BOLTON: Maybe 'you CoUld be a li-ttle,.more specif ic.0

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Did you discuss strategy'for the Florida campaign,?

Did you discuss how many offices would be set up? Did you

discuss finances?

A Yes.

Q Did you discuss any national strategy?

A I don't think we discussed any national strategy.

Q Did you discuss the role of Florida and how that

fit in with the other states in the natip~nal program?

A No. Not that I know of. I qian',t ~irnb every-

thing we talked about, but I can't see-,; why ,,wd,-Oot14.

Q How about with Mr. Sears or Senator Laxalt? Did

you have any discussions with them?

II
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Q Your conversation' ih r.Kene, were tho

usually telephone conversations?

A He came to Florida so,4me, but usually it was on

jthe phone..
Q Did you ever go to sfee: -hitr?

MR. BOLTON: In Washingoton?,

BY MR. JOHANSEN

Q Where was Mr. Sears l1ocated?

A Mr. Sears was located in Washington* but during

tthe primary he was down in Florida several times. I didn't

.always see him, and didn't always see Keene. They were

,doing their jobs, and I was doing mine. Sometimes our

paths would cross.

Q During this period how often did you come to

,Washington to see Mr. Sears?

A I don't think I came to Washington specifically

to see him. I met him in Washington one time.

QThat one time was when they first contacted you

about becoming chairman?

Yes.

Where did that meeting take place in Washington?

Some hotel. It was a social.,actilvity. It wasn't

P:
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eting,, orbaS ,,
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anid ifayb* 1Dav4 at"t,:--,J, time and I don' t remember

whetheri arswa ..there when Senator .LaXalt was there, 44t.

ilit was not a b #nets-type meetibg in an. of fice., %t was -

Ican'-t koenbet- in ikm, hotel, butt I don''*t:, eer

~which one.

Q It',vws-4-'TaVsul~e~~in

A No. _We" jug -- ea, remeiiier even whose room

it was in.

Q Where there other people being solicited to become

campaign chairmen in their states at that meeting?

A No. I don't think so.

Q During the time that you were chairman, did you

dihave occasion to talk with Governor Reagan about the

!campaign?

A Sure.

Q Many times?

A During the primary yes, because I rode with him

a lot of the time when he was making his speeches.

Q Did you talk about national strategy?

A Hell, no. I had enough problems in Florida. That

was MY only concern, and that was the major concern. F'lorida



''A

waW'The f irst 'big, primary with the exeio of W~ Hampshire,*

and we didn't discuss New.Hampshire except for how are6h~9

going; s,'tomething like that.,

itdid you

ii , A

maybe you have told me this ibefore,_but how often'

talk with Mr. Sears, who was your contact.

He wasn't my: contact. David Keene was te f0S.4Xd

man.K

K
C

0

'9 "

Q I am sorry. With Mr. Keene?

A I talked to him fairly often. Every time I

.wanted to talk to him I could after I found him.

Q Once a day?

A Maybe twice a week and sometimes once a week.I

don't know, but I would say on an average twice a week.

Q Could you describe your duties as Florida chairman

of Citizens for Reagan?

A Mainly I recruited people; recruited people in

thW counties; 'county chairmen; field people.

..How many people did you have underneath you; any

idea?,

A Volunteers I knew personally and contacted per-

sonally; I would say 150 that I dealt directly with, and

there were thousands coming in and out I may have spoken to,

-,'~ '.'
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but didn't, know atid wouldWnr khow if I1 Saw them again

Q wmany field offie wee there?

A Well the-headquarters were in Orlando,. and We

had an office in 'Tampa. We had an office in Winter~ Raven,

St. Petersburg-, lftiii, Fort Lauderdale; probably tten.

S Q That'si good for you to rememnber all'those.

V *.A Well, they-are the biggest cities. There are

not many Republicans in Florida. We are congregated in

several counties.

Q0usd fM.Keei teeayn lei h

:i~tiznsf or Reagan Committee who you had much contact with
0Y

owhile you were chairman?

*A Well, Neal Peden; she was one of David's secretaries,,

0 ~nd she was kind of a coordinator. I talked to her more

than anybody.

Q Once a day?

A Probably on an average sometimes three or four

times, and other days maybe none. I had-a lot of contact

with her.

Q What did you talk to'her about'?

A Where is David? They are going to change the

schedule and blah, blah, blah; you know.



IIn your disceussionS with Mr. Xeeie ori hi~~e

tary did you ever talk""about strategy in other statesr

what other states *were doing in relation .,,to what, you were

doing in Florida?

A Not really beas-weethe, number opitay

l n:.fact,, I thought we were the most, important primary and

11il think we werea,-..1 cried when we, lost, 'because we shOuld

ihave won, and it was bad when we didn't win. thlzik,' the

Florida primary was important'.

Q0 Did you ever discuss possible future plans that

the Citizens for Reagan Committee had?

A I wasn't interested in anything except Florida.

I didn't want any job; nothing else.

0 1 Q Did you talk about finance as to how the Citizens

for Reagan Committee was being financed?

A No. We did talk about finance, not specifically

that, but when I took the job, they told me they had the

money for the Florida campaign, and afterward I fud-'u

they didn't. I guess that's par for the course.

Q And you raised money in Florida for the campaign

in Florida?4

A We did; yes. .

'? Y7 .I; 1, W1
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Q Ddyou' ever speak to other s tate cha irmen f~

the Ctizens for Reagan Committee*?

A", Yee.

Q Do yopu .recall what other states possibly?

A Yes. The New Hampsahire chairmn. Just by a' qui k

the New Hampshire ,-chairman Opened a. restauralit in Sarasota-

during the primary time. 'I didnt know him really, but

1when he opened the restaurant, I went by there and saw

him.

I talked to the North Carolina chairman. I talked

tO other people that didn't have primaries like Mississippi

11that I can think of; and Alabama. I don't think either one

of them had a primary.

Q What did you talk about; what did you discuss?

A I guess they called me about how the campaign

was going in Florida.

Q Did you ask about their states?

A They didn't have a primary campaign. In Mississippi

they have a caucus-type deal. In Alabama they don't have

a primary. Anyway I don't know how they select their

delegates. I think they have a state convention.
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7- HW&ot Now. Hampshire?

A What do you ttiiah?

Q You said you talked to the state chairman for

New Hampshire.

-We didn't talk about anything specific -- how. is

jit going to go?' Are you gjoing, to win? And they assured'.me

they were.

IA Q You talked generally about Governor 'Reagan and-

,his campaign?

A Yes.

Q Did the national committee provide you with

campaign material like posters or buttons?

MR. BOLTON: Excuse me. The national Reagan committee

or the Republican National Committee?

MR. JOHANSEN: The national.Reagan committee.

THE WITNESS: Sure. We didn't have any.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q How about newspaper layouts?

A Yes.

Q Contributor lists for people you might want to

contact in Florida?

A They forwarded me the letters of people who

0

4
0

w
0
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wrote in. And h~eagain,- remember this was a,.this socond

primary, 'a woek af ter the' New Hampshire primary. At that

time we didn't have.:a big.. contributor list.

Q But you used-th6 etr from contributors that

were supplied byr the

A Sun. sioparad them and gave ,them, to thei

cdounty chairme-n.for',contact., They returnedall cdnt±kibutor.

money; they said-they would like to work, et cetera.

Q When did the Florida Citiz.ens for Reagan

Committee terminate?

A Are you talking technically or actually? The

day after the primary I-closed the big office in Orlando,

,the state Qffice, and we had a CPA who was the treasurer,,

lIand he had some space in his office which we rented. We

imoved everything we could to his small office. We still had

!bil Is, telephone deposits, things like that that had to be-

paid. But the morniing, after the primary, as soon as I woke

up, we tore down .-all the partitions and things like that

,that we had put in -this -place. It took nearly all day to

do that. I gues'p'it did take' all day.

The next morning I drove to Tampa. We already had a

plan to get all these things done because I needed to get
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fbackowrk. ,t wt to Tampa. The .Tai3afc waW

already, 'closed. I think when I got there, there was maybe

11one volunteer there, and they were waiting to get the phone's.

I drove to St. Petersburg where we had a major off ice,:,

libecause St. Petersburg has, a major Republican. party, a big,

one. They' already, Iaeerthingi torn ,4own and boxed Up.4

I took the people there' to lunchand drove on home, 400 or

500 miles, and that was the end of it.*

I still had to contact these people by phone. We had

telephone problems, things like that which I had to do; not

of major significance, but they were important.

Q You said you contacted these people by phone.

What people?

A The people who had been in charge of the counties

all over the state, and they called me, or I called them, or

,they wrote me about, you know, we have a-bill that hasn't

been paid. And at the time there were quite a-few Reagan

bills that had not been paid. Some of them were clerical

errors; bills didn't get in on time, little-things like that.

If you have ever been in a campaign, you know advance

men went around and contracted for the bills, and .somebody

:had to pay them. So that is why we kept ..one girl in the
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CPAs 9 of fice in Orlando with the checkbook# and as soon as:

we hadithe money w~e paid them,, and if we didn't

havre the money they 'were forwarded to Washington for paymeat.

Q Who were the advance men?,

A They were professionta. 'most of them Vere ftom""

California. I think they had worked flor the Governor Out

lthere.

1 believe the primary was on March 9; is that

correct? So these activities would have been on the 10th

of March?

A Yes. Was the 9th the right day?

MR. BOLTON: I think the 9th was right.

THE WITNESS: I don't know why, I thought it was the

I 6th.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

0 So technically you would say that you terminated

then on the day after the primary?

A Well, I tried to. I felt I had to go back down

,there the one time and turn the records over to the county

Republican office because we had no place to put them, what

was left. of course, it all pertained to Florida, so we

gave them what records we had left.

4 4. 4
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Q In your JanUary, -19781 response' to the 'Conmsion- s

Iinterrogatories you stated you wereinovdwtth

Citizens for Reagan Coi mittee un til termination on March 11,

1976. I'think this' would be'two days after the primary.

HAnd then you said, "By approxiioately March 11 I had compl*tWd

my official dutiers a~i Florida Chait~an,# except in6h",L

.:with wrapping up obligations remaining from the primary."

l1,Is that what you meant by wrapping up obligations?

A Yes.

Q 'How long did it take you to wrap things up?

A When we closed the office in Orlando at the end

of the month I think, as well as I can remember, that really

put the finishing touches to it. All the little telephone

deposits and things like that had been returned by that

time.

Q You say when you closed the Orlando office when?

A The second office. We closed the big Orlando

office the day after the primary. We moved the books to the

CPA's office.

I was up here when they formed the Federal Election'

Commission. They had a briefing up here, and they qave us

all the guidelines, everything you can do and can't do, and



44

71 I*

<00

litle ffie te ayO, after the pimuary4 Ten i as oe

matie ian. pr Ien.t, bakd w s thered took therl to.

O ch and1 gav alwhouents& A al t~a th Rpbian

4~ Yont otte ave th landlord backth eys tohi

oftl f ice an tht a w as e the ddry ofe it.w' oeoH

~ Q So in April sometime you officially terminated and

o ..wrapped things up?

A In the meantime I talked to her on the phone, but

I wasn't down there, and I.'can't remember -~I think that was

the~3c onytm'Iwn- here. .1might have gone one other

time. I don't think I wer~t"but one~lother time. It is a-long

way from Panama City to Orlando, and air service isn't good,

SO-

Q So it was approximately "a mOnth?

A Yes.

Q During this wrap-up period of time, when you were
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Uit pepl fro the diian for ',-,,bow of t~ AUittee

A Youare talkig ab" h epleOfutside, of the

Q-Yes..

S A Very,, very, 1sel4=4m.

Q Did you have any imeetings with thd*t?'

A No. Not that'! remember. I didn't have-any

reason to have a meeting.

:Q When you spoke with them, you spoke with Keene

Qir his secretary?

oA Yes.

q~ 0Q Anyone else you can remember?

oA Not that I can think. We were mainly concerned

with telephone deposits being returned and things like that.

1 QDid ,you discuss the national campaign at all during

thoseq" conversations?

A, I probably asked how it was going, but that is

all, not'anything in depth, not specifically. How does it

look,. et-cetera?

Q Did you discuss any other states in particular

that -you can remember?
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A No. Not that I anremember.

I Q. Did you talk about campaign strategies in other:.-

listates or what statat might-be crucial?,

A There was one we probably discuised,,, We probab1lf

discussed Mississippi because the gu in MIssie; 1, was

a good frieMd -Inmine, and -.",e turaed out to .be, not a g6o0d

Ifriedo mine, and we- 'could .see 'it coming. Mrs. :Peden,

this lady, is from Mississippi, that worked for Dave Keene.''",

Q When you dismantled the Florida office did anyone

from the Citizens for Reagan Committee help you in doing

,that?

A No.

QThey were mainly concerned about getting bills

paid and those types of things?

A As quickly as the primary was over in Florida,

there were two or three guys -- I can't remember who was

"there. The next morning they were gone. There was somebody

down there that night, but they took off. We didn't see

any of them.

Q While you were chairman, did you have any discussions,

with the national treasurer for the Citizens for Reagan

campaign committee?
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A, I don' t ksbow 4~ thenatiohal cairman~ws1-

was it? -If I could. think', who it was -- I don'twant, to

-say'l, didn't, but I don't'know-who it w Do y'ou know

'"who, it was? I ought to be able: to remeabfir tht,' but'~

lIcan't tell you.

MR. D0LTONt,1: lhat Is OkYAy

if flBY MR* YNSN

Q Can you describe the inception of the: -lorida Pkiendsl

of Reagan Committee?

A Do you want it in detail?

Q Yes. In detail.

A I woke up one night mad as hell.

Q When was this?

A I think it was right after the North Carolina

primary.

Q Do you remember the approximate date for thdt?-, i

A Sometime in the latter part of March. And it 4~uld

take me an hour to tell you what brought it about. Do.-YOU

want to know it?

Q Sure. You don't have to take an hour.

MR. BOLTON: Take whatever time you feel you need.---

THE WITNESS: I can understand why I am like I a'i ,:,and
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\ ;, e t thisr un l an hour ago-- msr o

-,iople cntunderstand why -I ,a like I. Am, wby Idid i

~ ouddoit 4 14fl aybe 11 shouldn't say that, but

jwill. 'Adalyou fellows are much yoUnger than I i, 'n4

you proal have a hard tirnlunderstaldiflg this.

Vas born in NW Yiork a rock-ribbed Republioar0. And:

yo have ha o rppnotof school? .,T' didn't drop

!i.out of high, school; I jumped Ott. The day1 after I was 17 I

N~ joined the marines. By the 't ime I was 1*'I was a cma

veteran. I married a girl from Alabama when I was in the

marines, and when L.was dil-Arharged, I went down there. I

had been oversoAs, adIas still not-2.~Iwett h

,; 0Courthouse the day I wats 21 to registxIP to vote because

Cthese thinws are important to me., 1-Ifound out that I

W

couldn't register as a Republican and I raised all kinds of.

'hell in the courthouse, because it is important to me to

vote. It is very important to inti. And1 I had an uphill

struggle in Alabama for all tho.4 intervening years because

I was a Republican.

The first autMOile dealership I had -- I started out

as a salesman, did very well,_,got a small dealership in a

small town whereAuburn University is. It's a small town,
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and' I was the only'.Repulican in town. So I took abuse f~r

years, professional abuse, and the only damn thing that

protected me were the. wildlife laws, I guess,, becauseI

'was an endangered species.

' Was very active in the formatioin of the Republican

Ptarty in Al~hsma. Af~. to;-,he '64 election. I 'Was lucky

enough to get a Chevrolet dealership in Florida. Z eamej

11active in the Republican Party in Florida. I became the

!state chairman and served four years.

And Jerry Ford is a very good friend of mine. I think

he was a wonderful man, but I was opposed to the buddy

system, and Governor Reagan spoke my language. And in all

the time I rode with Governor Reagan during the Florida

primary I kept trying to get him to break the 11th commandment,,

to quit being too much of a gentleman. He is still too much

49lf a gentleman. If you are going to take someone's job

away from them, you have to give them a reason to vote

Jbfr you.

The reason we lost in Florida was because Reagan

.%ouldn't break the 11th commandment. He couldn't criticize

President Ford, and because the last week before the Florida

- primary, Ford came to Florida and unashamedly just spent
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milOps of 4o0. . Poetersburg in th1 igest

Republican county,, got a hospital which several -other atels

wrincnetio for. Martin Marietta got :a, $33 million

defense cbntract !:in, Orlando. The, Secretary of Transportation.

cae o iai ndga~vp $15 million for-'a raoid, tran sit

system.,

Iwas inces4 0n Foida has five .Republican.

congressmen, and, thos -five Republican congressmen came back

jto Florida a, week before the primary and told their con-

stituents that they had all kinds of goodies for them; they

4.had to support the President; otherwise I am convinced in
o MY heart we would have won the Florida primary.

The people in North Carolina had told the Citizens for

0 IReagan people here, David Keene, John Sears, to stay the

hell out of North Carolina, they wanted to run the campaign

11their way and got a little tough and were critical of,,

President Ford, and they won.

Okay, so after the North Carolina primary,, I woke..up in

the middle of the night and thought, you knowt,damn it-,

Reagan will never win anything unless he does-become more

:critical.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Did you talk to people in North Carolina about this?
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A -yes

Q This was, before the North Carolina primary o

afterward?6

A Before,,Itik

Q And you discussed strategy with', thema?

A Not' in depth. But basaly thy toldm ta

they wouldnL't let Keehe and these other guys come, 'in.

They were running it their way.

I So I called this advertising friend of mine, a local

oadvertising agency who does commercial advertising who works

4 for us, and we discussed it. And the Wisconsin primary

wscoming up in no time. We just had no time to get ready,

and he got on the phone and found out how many papers there

' :w ere that could run an ad on the Sunday before the Wisconsin

othemry, people as fom Tedadvriig.esn

Let me interrupt. Did you discuss this with any

A Yes. I took the brochure that was given to me as

,a Republican state chairman to my lawyer and said -- now in

* Florida--he wasn't aware of this because in the northern

part of the state our papers don't carry like in the southern

part. But the Conservative Union had run an ad in the
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Florida papers for. Reagan; s.0 'had joseph Coors froM

Co lorado. So I went to him and said here are the guidelines.*

'Wo uld you study them, and is 'there any reason why I can't

set up a deal called, "Florida Friends of Reagan?"

Hekept the booklet and called me the' next day and. ,7id

there was norao why you can'It -as ''Ig s you file thle.

forms, and I tried to do that.

0 Did you solicit other people's help or solicit

other people to become members of Florida Friends of Reagan?

A Yes.

Q How many people?

A The ones I reported there.

Q Reported where?

A In the reports I filed with you all. The people

who sent in money, I reported it all.

Q With the Federal Election Commission?

A Yes.

Q Did any of them help you organize the committee?

A No. Some might have called somebody else. Some

that gave maybe a thousand dollars might have called

somebody else, but I think everybody on there is a friend of

mine that gave money. One guy may have called somebody
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No.

Did you ever talk to Governor Reagan after the

*in Florida?

Not-until the convention.

Yoq, attended the convention?

Yes.

Were you a delegate?

Yes. I. was a delegate.

Maybe you said this, but approximately how many

would you say were involved in Florida Friends of

else for me, becdause

Q Did you discuss your idea with anyone from the.,

citizens for Reaganh Committee?

;I A No. Not until,-- in f act,: when Dave Keene

,,called me, I told him, and he asked me ,not to. That was

1,about two or three days before,, and -;e. told me it was goin%

to be counterproductive and not to do anymore. I1 intended to.

do it in other states, but after he said don't do it, I"

didn't.

Q Did you discuss the idea with anyone in other states

about placing advertisements in other newspapers in other

states?

A

Q

primary

A,

Q

A

Q

people
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Reagakn, SAY the fir10t tier Of 0epe I'd *cpl Vh* a

contributlons?

A Me.

Q It was basically your committee?,

A Yes. Me and guy wi~, and of Courae, a ohV

an advertising -agenc Y.

Q How about'some of the, indivi" asta okdo

the Citizens for Reagan Committee that had different offices

'vC 1houghout the sae',Wr-nofthose people involved

:at all?

A No. Except, I can't remember all the people that

c gave money now, but some of the people that were Reagan

workers in the primary and Citizens for Reagan contributed

0 ito Friends of Reagan. Is that what you mean?

Q Yes. They gave contributions?

A Yes.

Q Could we go back to LorgAdV4ttising again?

How did you make the decision 0Q conta~t theim?

A They do advertising work .for me.

MR. BOLTON: For your company?

THE WITNESS: Yes.
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j BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Did they do any advertising work for the Citizens,",-,5.!

for Reagan Committee? .

A ouldn't think so. I think -all their a vertil Lag

was totally out of Washington*

Q Did the Long-Advertising Agency -- were they the

1onswho made the decision as to which newspapers to put ads

1in in Wisconsin?

A Yes.

0 Were those similar to ones in the Florida primary?

A No. They had nothing to do with them.

QWho made them up?

MR. BOLTON: Which ones?

MR. JOHANSEN: Wisconsin.

THE WITNESS: Long Advertising took my ideas and mide

jthe ads. I didn't-see the ads, intilI af terward because they-, j-
weren't typed to send to me for proofing. I had to trust them.1,.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q In your interrogatories I think you said you used.

a picture of Governor Reagan, and Mr. Bolton has a copy Qf4

the interrogatories. Maybe you would like to look at those..

You said you got it from the Wall Street Journal.

it

. I

'_,7

31
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R.BOLTON.: 'The answers to the interrog tories

identified the source of the copy , layout and design of-

the advertising paid for by Florida Friends of. Reagan, and

i1that was the response.

THE WITNESS: Zang did t. They, say the. picture of 'ti

IGovernor was cope f~mteWl treet Journal.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q You don't know how they got it from the Wall Street

Journal?

A No.

Q It wasn't from Citizens for Reagan, the picture?

A I don't think so. I have seen that. I guess it

is one they mailed to newspapers and all, and they used it,

"but I don't know.

Q You also used a photograph of the White House,

1which you said was obtained from H. Armstrong Roberts Stock

.Photo Supplier. Do you know how Long Advertising obtained

it from Mr. Stock?

MR. BOLTON: I think the person's name is H. Armstrong

Roberts, and I think his business is Stock Photo Supplier.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Do you know how they obtained his name to get the
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get thenr

Cit izens

.A

C

of 'the White House?

When-I called Mike Thompson about it, he said

.it i's like an office supply Place, I assume.

Do you; know.,if Long contacted anyone from the

for Reaqan eampaign committee?

don't know.i I couldnt sa einitelY. X,

they

When were the ads actually placed in the Wisconsin

What day?

Yes. Do you remember in rel ation to the Wisconsin

Yes. They were on Sunday, and the primary was on

don't know~

newspapers

A

primary?

A

Tuesday.

QDo you know in how many papers the ads were .placed?

ATen or twelve I would guess; ten or twelve.

MR. BOLTONl: It says in the interrogatories' answers 14.

THE WITNESS: Fourteen.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q How did you raise money for the placement of these

-ads? You said you solicited contributions earlier. How

di d you do that?

* .~ L .
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Q Sotheyweree$~her 'a yWord of' mouth or in

te lephone convergatipan?

.A Yes.

Q Who did the calling?

A I did.

Q Did your wife help you?

A No.

Q Did anyone else do any calling?

A No.

QWhen did you begin soliciting contributions for

Florida Friends of Reagan?

A I guess asquickly as I found out I was .going to

do it

Q A couple ofdfays after'you originally thought of

the idea?

A Yes.

Q Do you remteuber when the Florida Friends of Reagan

received their first,.contribution?

A Not exactly..

fr

A Called S Ptf these frieiida of mine, people in

Florida. most of them that contributed I called. X didn't

have time to write letters.,
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MR BIAQ?: tin tatisreflected in the repot.,
MR OII"t , hn.ta

f iled with the 'Commission on March 28.

MR, JOHANSEN: We can determine that.

BY MR. JOHANSEN.-S

Q The people you contacted either by word of mduth .'

or on the phone,,did you have any solicitation lists or was

it just friends of yours?

A Yes. They were just close friends, most of them,

because I didn't have time to go to any list. I am sure I

could have gotten more money if I had gone to lower levels,

but most of the people I called were people I knew could

afford to give $1,000 or $500.

Q Did you use any list that had been used by the

Citizens for Reagan Committee in the primary?

A I didn't use a list. I have known-these people

for years. I didn't need a list. They wer"&'ctive in t6l

Republican Party and all.

Q I think you said earlier that you considered

putting ads in newspapers in other states other-than,

Wisconsin. Did you consider any other projects besides

newspaper advertisements?

A Such as? I don't really know what you mean.
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A*

them in?

Q Generally why did you decide to put advertisements

in newspapers in Wisconsin?

A Because that was the primary coming up. it wouldn't

do any good to put them somewhere where there wasn't a

primary.

Q Well, you stated earlier that you thought about

placing advertisements in other states' newspapers. Why

did you decide against doing that?

A Two reasons: Keene told me not to do it,

Q So~ pialy, you only considered put'ignsa~

advertisements.'in other states?

A Yes,

Q You didn't, consider involving' your sel f in-6ther

satates' campailg in , any Way?

A No.

Q I guess as chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

you were the decision maker?

A Yes.

Q Why did you put the advertisements just in the

Wisconsin papers?

A Just in the specific Wisconsin papers he put



specifical~ly, absolutely .not to do it because he thobught

it would be counterproductive, and there was not any 9ea

response from- the. people in Wisconsin for contributions.*. I1

thought the pe ople in Wisconsin would contribute, enough.,

I that you could go in and run ads in some -- in the-Republican.l

Party in Florida prior to this, not .having anything to d

with any specific candidate or anything like that, we would:

11run ads, and people would send in contributions, and we

would take that money and put ads in other papers to build

YOur list of standing members.

Q So you were hoping to get contributions from

tpeople in Florida?

A Not Florida. Wisconsin.

Q Did you actually solicit contributions in the ads?

A Yes. There was a coupon. we didn't receive a

lot of contributions from them. Those that gave a contri-

bution of any size are listed.

I returned a lot of small contributions to Wisconsin

and wrote a little note saying, "We are not going to run the

ads, and so I am returning your money."

Q Why did you return the contributions?

A Because I wasn't going to run any more ads, and I
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'!had nothing left over.

Q This was your contribution to -

I A To the~ -Pl~rida Friends of Reagan.

Q So you don,'t remember exactly if you made part of

the payment..to Long Advertisement? It could have been

partly from 'you and partly from the committee?

A Yes. But at the final outset the Florida Friends

of Reagan paid it all, and I may have got some money back

personally because I had to pay them, and I can't tell you

38

4±4n't want to mislead thie

Q I think in your interrogatories you stated that

you patd' Lon Adve4rtising, on,'April 5th, 1976ifor their

servioeRb44 h payment was. for $.14,771.40?'

A, That is what it says.

Q Can you tell 'me how that paynht -wasmade?

A I1 guess'I sent them a check.

Q Was it a committee check, or did you pay them

personally?

A Maybe both. It may have been partly from the

committee and partly personally, because I didn't know

until -- in other words my contribution and my wife's were

made to just balance out, just balance the bills; so we
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. I th k : '

whethir pdthmwtha personal chckb h4nkite

final analysis he returned the money so it would balance

out with the money that 'Plorida Friends of Reagan had.

Q When you say, "he retutned"-

p A Long Advertisement. It 'is not a -

1 MR. BOLTON: So it would balance out with the debt

due Long Advertisement?

THE WITNESS: That is right.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q So any amount you paid to Long Advertisement for

the Florida Friends of Reagan committee was reimbursed to

you at a later date?

A In other words, we just swapped checks to make

sure we balanced with Florida Friends of Reagan.

Q Could you explain to me.what you mean by swapping

:checks? Did Long Advertisement not cash, your .Qheck?

A No. They did. I am sure they-ldid,'but I know

I had to pay Long. Most -- well, I guess nearly all the

money that was taken in practically -- there may have been

some other expenses, I can't remember -- went to Long

Advertisement. And I had to send-them money u4p front to

pay for the ads, and I think that when the Florida Friends



Did he indicate more than that you may get into-

4

*

ofReagan sent him the .-check for the balance, whatever it;

was, then whatever part was mine,, as I recall, he refuinded'

it to me, and at that time I knew how much I had to put in**

Q So he gave you a check for Long Advertisement?.

A I think. so, but it' was to balance it out ,' so he

was paid and all :the bills were paid, you know. It is in

the file-. I sent ,you a complete detailed breakdown on

every token.

Q You said earlier that you spoke with Mr. Keene

a few days before the ads were run in Wisconsin, and he

said you shouldn't go forward. Is that correct?

A Words to that effect. Yes. He got hot about it.

I told him it was none of his damn business.

Q Why did he not want you to go forward with the ads?

A He said, number one,, there was a possibility - .

'don't think he said it would be breaking the law; and twof,,

he said they would be counterproductive.

Q Did you discuss whether or not it could be

illegal?

A I told him it wasn't because I had already checked'

with my lawyer.

Q



A No. I don't think he did. I can't recall. W

exchanged some hot words ,about it.

0' Did youx disQtss the- Wiscodngin' priiary At, all durtin

I that conversation?

A, I don't think so. Somebody itn2 iconsin called

them and told them they di dn't know we were going to run ads,

' and somebody called and told him they had seen the ads.

Some newspaper had shown them the ads, something like that,

and he said, you know, it was going to shoot them down,

going to kill them. And I said, "You are not going to win

anyway. What the hell difference does it make?"

Q Was this the only time that you talked to Mr. Keene

AThe only time between then and the Wisconsin thing?

Q Yes. You had a wrap-up period of time.-After

you had wrapped up the campaign in Florida, did you talk to

Mr. Keene?

*A I don't think so.

Q His secretary?

A I know I talked to his secretary about phone bills,
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Like that

Q How about after you wrapped up the campaign in

Florida?

MR. BOLTON: I think he jutaseedta.Yuare,

talking about his coreations abolut the W4isconsin ads?

BY MR. 0RS *

Q Iam sorry. 'No. After the Citizens for Reagan

Committee terminated in Florida, then you had A period of

about a month where you wrapped up whatever you had to

1wrap up. After that wrap-up period, did you talk to Mr.

Keene from then until you talked to him immediately before

the Wisconsin newspaper ads?

A I don't think so.

Q How about Governor Reagan?

A No.

-_,Anyone else in the Citizens for Reagan Committee?

-.MR. BOLTON: Other than Ms. Peden?

* HE-WITNESS: Not that I can recall. We felt bad

fabout losing the primary, and I am sure they felt bad about

H.Iitr and there wasn't much to talk about.

* ~* BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q When did Florida Friends of Reagan terminate its

I
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cV t iV-~ tl e s

A When we f iled our last report. with you.

Q And, that'deejaton was made by ,you?

A Yes, sir.

Q *And" I~t Nas made- for -the reasonyostedari?

-A Yeav s ix

(Discussion off the record.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Following the Wisconsin primary,, did you resume

any campaign responsibility with Citizens for Reagan?

A No.

Q Even in an unofficial capacity did you assist or

help them?

A No. I mean -- what was the date of the Wisconsin

primary? I still had to ,go close out the office. Was that

before or after?

MR. BOLTON: Apri-16was the ,Wisconsin primary.

THE WITNESS: Yes. Ihad* to go close out the office

in Orlando after that, ,but that was all.

BY MR. JOHANSEN.:,

Q How did you submit receipts for expenditures

which you incurred on behalf of Citizens for Reagan?
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A I submitted theta,t A our, ,Of fice in Florida1 and i':,.f

they had the money they paid them. ' If they didn't, I.guess.

they may have been paid in Washingtton. I submitted them tO

~the secretary, that we ha.TWO pepl coud sg h

checks, the secretary and -the CPA nd it was in his office

Her office was in hi's of fice.

Q On the 14th; of; Jul-y, 19716, ;youreceived:$610.57,

in travel reimbursement from Citizens for Reagan.

MR. BOLTON: I think the report, the Citizens for

Reagan report, says travel reimbursement and office expense.

MR. JOHANSEN: And motor vehicle; all three possibly.

MR. BOLTON: It is more than travel.

MR. JOHANSEN: Yes. I agree with you.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q As you know, we have secured from the Citizens

ifor Reagan Committee copies of receipts which ,y'OU had

submitted to them, and they were supplied to j~ur attorney

some time ago. Have you seen copies of them?%*

A Yes. There was one item on there, a lunch deal

for $7 and something, I don't think should have been charged

,to the Reagan Committee. I think it was in error. And m6iit

of them were incurred in March, but we kept up everything',"
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Ihandled everything- on American Express. It is always &.

[month before you get the bill, but I did, so I would havel

a record.

Q 3I think you are correct in that a number of the

receipts were dated after March 9, the'date of. the: Floridai

1primary, and if possible, I would like to go througjh thos~e

,,quickly with you.

And the first invoice I am handing to you is from

National Car.Rental..

MR. BOLTON: No.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q I am sorry. And it is dated March 28, 1976, and

it was for $43.08.

A Yes.

MR. JOHANSEN: I might ask that this be marked as

Government Exhibit No. 1.

N

C

C

BY MR. JOHANSE~N:

Q Could you examine that and tell us the purpose of

(The National Car Rental System,
Inc. invoice dated March 28,
19761 for $43.08 was marked
Government Exhibit No. 1 for
identification, a copy of which
is attached to the court copy
of this deposition.)
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this expenditute?

A The $43.08?

Qt Yes.

A I can't remember exactly.. but what it looks lik6

ito me.-- the car was driven only 38''miles. It is about 15,

imiles, I guess, from the airport to 'the. -headquartors, and

it was probably just as cheap, you know, to rent a car.

Because where our headquarters was there wasnothrwyf

N ,getting around. You would have to call a taxi. But it

Clooks like I had the car for two days and put 38 miles on

cr bit which would be just to headquarters and back.

QSo this is during the wrap-up activities when

you were visiting headquarters in Orlando, the small head-

C Iquarters?

*A It would be the small headquarters.

Q The second invoice I am handing to you is *lSO

from the National Car Rental, dated May 19, 1976, and it is

fr$15.90,, and I ask that it be marked as Government

Exhibit No. 2.

(The National Car Rental System.,9 Inc. invoice dated May 19, 1976,
for $15.90 was marked Government;
Exhibit No. 2 for identificationjM
a copy of which is attached to
the court copy of this depositioni.)



of those

8yM. JOHANSEN:

Could you examine that and explain the purpose

expenditures*

A No. I can't.. And I can't figure -- what co .uld

YOU get

was-used

A

A

you can'

Q

A

from them for $15.90?

I don!'t -know. Do You remember where the car

No. How would yop1 get a bill for $15.90

Does it state on the invoice?

No. It is the same number credit card and a:

t get anything for $15.90.

Do you know if you were in Orlando on that d~

I wouldn't think so. It is possible, but yoi

Ll, but

ite?

I

can't rent a car for a day for $15.90.

Q Would the office have bepn closed? Would you

have had your small office closed on-that Aate-?

A I am not positive of the date we closed it. I

would think off the top of my head, I would thinik the office

was closed about the end of April;.maybe May 1st. But it

Is possible it was open then, but I can't figure, out what

in the world you could get -

Q The third invoice I am going to, hand you is a

,~,

Lfl

('4

N

C
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17,1
048

iW

tio,*tr stub f rom. Southern Airways for a f light on May 18,

tfrom Panama City, Florida to Orlando, Florida and return

on May 19:. The Amount is $85.98. 1 think that the date

correlates with, thO' date df *he car rental. I should have,

1handed you-the plane ticket first.

(The' ticket stub from Southern
Airways for'a flight to Orlando,#
Florida from Panama City,
Florida and return-on May 18,
1976, was marked Government
Exhibit'No. 3 for identificationj
a copy of which is attached to I
the court copy of this
deposition.)

THE WITNESS: But I still can't figure out how you

could get a car for $15.90.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

QWhen you were in Orlando, was that probably when

you were closing up the small office?.

A It is possible. Yes.

Q Do you recall whether you were in Orlando that

day or what you did?

A No. The only thing I can remember doing wasgon

down there and closing the office.

Q How about the American Express bill which is on

the same sheet for $7.49?
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A 4hti the one I think is in error. I d n~t

think it should,"be charged to Reagan.

Q tappears that the date is June 11, 1976, bu

it is very dSiffiult to read.

H A Right, but I think it is a. -mistake. It shouldn't

hav...e been charged to the Reagan conunittee.

Q But the off icesof Citizens for Reagan were closed

,!1 by the 11th of June?

41 A Yes.

0(The American Express bill for4$20.01 dated April 28, 1976,
was marked Government Exhibit

CNo. 4 for identification, a copyo4~.of which is attached to the
court copy of this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

U! +Q The fourth bill is one from American Express

for $20.01 on April 28, 1976. The place where the bill

was charged to is blurred. Do you have any recollection of

what that expenditure was for?

A No. Sure don't. I will say it was not a

restaurant charge because if it was a restaurant charge

, there would be a tip on it.

MR. BOLTON: Excuse me. I have just noticed on some of

3,%,, r12



so

thee apers that there, aretiadxtn ~ai in Oeil

numbers three,: four, and fiv e,, that were not on copies'thit'

we got from Citizens for Reagan

MR. J01MNSEN: I put.,them' on. to' keep them straight.

R.OTN:okay. Just- so long, a.s therecord reflects,

that.(The che kstbrcr for'$11.0

payable to Shell oil Company
dated March 22', 1976, was
marked Government Exhibit No. 5,
for identification, a copy of
which is attached to the court
copy of this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q The fifth document is a check stub record to Shell

'Oil Company on march 22, 1976,for $11.58. That appears to

be for gas. Do you know when that expenditure was made?

A When it was actually purchased?

A. Your credit card bill is always a month behind, so

would,.sayth gas was bought sometime in February or

4maybe even January.

9,

% LL= %.; W .0 a ~.UL . ;.J.L W4 L'.. a

payable to Texaco, Inc. dated
April 15, 1976 was marked
Government Exhibit No. 6 for
identification, a copy of which
is attached to the court copy
of this deposition.)

K
4..
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BY M.JHKZ

Q The sixth is a c..heck stub record of a check made

out to Texaco', Inc. on April 15, .1976, listing an expenditure '

;!for the Reagan campaign-,of $18. I think there' were also

i1billings on there that weren't attributed-to the Reagan

campaign. Is that correct?

A Yes.

QDo you recall when the actual expenditure was

4 imade?

A No. But I can tell you that it would have to be

sometime a month before that at least.

(The check stub record for $23
payable to Shell Oil Company
dated April 22, 1976 was marked
Government Exhibit No. 7 for
identification, a copy of which
is attached to the court copy
of,,-this deposition.)

BY MR. JOHANS8N

Q The next is a'check stub recording of a check

made out to Shell Oil Compaly an April 22, 1976; do you

recall when the actual expenditure for that was made?

A No. Of course, it would be prior to that,, at

lJeast a month.

Q Except for the charges for gasoline, the documents
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(The check stub record forL$67.;
,payable to-National Car Rental
System, Inc. dateApi 3Q,
1976, was marked Goverruuent
Exhibit No. 8'for identifiatiz,
a copy of which is attached to
the court copy of this 4epositic

1. -BY MR. JOHANSEN:

Q Laistly, X 'am handing to you a check stub record of

a check made out to National Car Rental dated April 30, 1976,

for $67.20, regarding these last four exhibits.

MR. BOLTON: Eight, seven, six and five.

BY MR. JOHANSEN:

QEight,, seven, six, and five. They seem to indicate

that funds were drawn from the Tommy Thomas Chevrolet, .Inc.

corporate account to pay for expenses incurred in-the

Reagan campaign.

A Yes. And they were reimbursed. But you-haive-

there a duplication. This $67.20 is the same bill-as

Exhibit lp $43.08 is part of $67.20.

Q Yes. I understand that. Could you explain the-

'notation,, "Reagan Committee," on those four exhibits.?

I,

Ai"

b~ U.

Z az~t t yu ardas 'exhibits were expenditures made

inlwr~pping up the C I tizens for Reagan campaign in Flor~ida?

A Iwould asSlIme so. Yes.'

r
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A It is an 'accounts receivable; 220 is an account~s,.

receivable, and it was charged to theReagan Committee*

They had an accounts receivable, and we had a running

1ledger set Up in, the name of the Reagan, Committee, and ever

month we charged things to it, and they reimbursed.Tommy

Thomas Chevrolet, or reimbursed me, and. 1 gave it to Tommy

! Thomas, Chevrolet.

Q So Tommy Thomas Chevrolet set up an account number,

for the Reagan campaign?

A Yes. Because lots of time I wasn't there when the

American Express bill came in, and what was charged to them,

they gave me the tickets, and I got reimbursed and reimbursed

them.

0 Okay, just so I understand. Account 220 was a

special account that was created in the accounting procedures

of Tommy Thomas Chevrolet to pay off campaign debts that

were incurred on behalf of Governor Reagan?

A Well, 220 is accounts receivable in all General

Motors'accounting. It doesn't make any difference whether

,it is Buick, Chevrolet or Oldsmobile; 220 means accounts

receivable. Any auditor would know, so it was charged to

accounts receivable in the name of the Reagan Committee.

,J



A Some of it.

Q And then as money came in for the Florida Friends

of Reagan Committee, it was sent to Long Advertising

Company?

0,

Q And then reimburpoeients were made -to youi fromn 1th

Reagan Committee?

A Yes.

Q Were other bills, presented to Tonpny Thomas Chevrolet,,

,other tha'n the four wehv beein discussing here?.

A There were several,, yes. And they wer eaid

P every month. whenever bills were sent in they were paid

land reimbursed, and it just washed out.

Do you know when the last reimbursement was made

to Tommy Thomas Chevrolet?

A When I got the six hundred and some dollars back

that balanced it out; the account zeroed out.

Q Could you explain again how the bill was paid to

:jLong Advertising Company?

A I am not really sure. I would have to go back and

:itheck because I don't know exactly how it was handled.

QBut as you recall you advanced money to Long

Advertising?



A yes.

Q And they reitobursed you for the amount of money.

Vyou hdiiilypaid for the advertisements?

MR. DOLTON* I think he also said some of the -money was,

paid for directly Out of Florida Friends of Reagan funds.

.MR . JOHANSEN: Yes. I understand that also.

I have no further questions.

MR. BOLTON: Do I have the opportunity to ask questions?

MR. JOHANSEN: Yes.

oEXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

BY MR. BOLTON:

Q There were some one or two places during the course

Nr of this deposition where, in response to questions from

C IMr. Johansen you explained you may have spoken to people

in other states connected with Citizens for Reagan,and you

may have asked questions like, "How does it look in that

state for Governor Reagan?" Were those conversations

anything other than casual conversations?

A No.

MR. BOLTON: I have no further questions.

Excuse me. One other thing. I think we wanted to mark

as exhibits the interrogatories, and I don't think we need to
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mark the Io~ngetesulsyo want toV

(The interrogatories and, the
answers .to ntrogatories %0,4
marked :Government Exhibits MsU.
9 and 10 respectively, for

ideti~aio, opies. of Wh. cl
are attacdhed to the court copy
of this, :deposition.)

MR. OHANSEN: This,.-ends the deposition,.,

*(By stipulation, of counsel'
in the presence of the witness,

S6reading and signature waived.)
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I, Bobbie C. Lake, the officer before whom the foreqq*i4.

deposition was taken, do hereby certify that the witness

Vwhose testimony appears in-the foregigdpstowa

Iduly sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness was

taken by me. in shorthand and thereafter reduced ,to type-M

writing by me; that said deposition is a true r'ecord-of the

testimony given by said witness; that I am neither counsel

CI for, related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the
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the District of Columbia
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January 1, 1983
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COM1MISSION

In the Matter of

Florida Friends of
Reagan

MUR 443
Interrogatories

1. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan and the period of time

you served in that capacity.

2. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan.

3. State the date on which you became Chairman of

Florida Citizens for Reagan and the timce period

you served in that capacity.

4. Describe your duties and responsibilities as

Chz~irman of Florida Citizens for Reagan.

5. How were you appointed or selected as Chairman

of Florida Citizens for Reagan and! who made that

appointment or selection?

6. List the name-s and titles of those other officials

and employees of Citizens for Reagan with whom you

commlulLnicated w-hile you were Chairman of Florida

Friends of Reagan; and describe the substance and

dates of all such commrunicationls.

/
/ '*)

77(

cr

7
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Interrogatorie s
MUR 443
Page 2

7. If you have held any other positions with either

Florida Friends of Reagan or Florida Citizens

for Reagan, state the title of such position(s)

and the dates you served in such position(s) ;

and describe your duties and responsibilities in

such position(s).

8. State the date on which Florida Friends of Reagan

began receiving contributions and the date on which

its last, contribution was received.

9. St-ate the date on which Florida Fr-iends of Reagan

was terminated.

10. State the date on which Florida Citizens for Reagan

was terminated.

11. De-scribe t[-he methods used by Florida Friends of

Reagan to solicit contributions.

12. Describe any contractual agreements ma-de between

Florida Friends of Reagan and Long Advertising

Agency, 20 S.E. 8th Street,. Miami, Florida, or at-

tach copies of such agreements to your answers to

these interrocjatories. State the dates and amounts



3-

of all payments to Long Advertising Agency and

describe the services actually provided by the

agency to Florida Friends of Reagan.

13. Identify the source of each component (e.g. , pic-

tures, copy, typface, layout design) of the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan.

14. Identify each person who reviewed or approved the

advertising paid for by Florida Friends of Reagan..

15. Identify each person who informed you that your

activities in connection with Florida Friends of

Reagan may involve problems or violations of the

Federal Election Camrpaign Act of 1972, as amended.

16. Describe the services you performed on behllalf of

Citizens for Reagan for w-hich you received travel

reimbursements of $610.57 on July 14, 1976, includ-

ing the locations in which such services were

performed.

0011



ANSWERS OF L. E. THOMAS

1.I was Chairman of Florida Friends of Reagan

(hereafter, "EFOR") from its inception until it ceased its

activities on or about April 6, 1976.

2. 1 performed as Chairman of FFOR the duties

required of a Chairman of a Political committee by the

Federal Election Campaign Act,, as amended (hereafter, "FECA").

FFOR undertook only one limited project, the placing of

advertisements in fourteen Wisconsin newspapers, and I

implemented that project on behalf of FFOR.

3. Govei4-or Reagan declared his candidacy for

the Republican presidential nomination on November 20, 1975,

and that date would be the most accurate date to fix as

the time I officially became Chairman of Florida Citizens

0 for Reagan.

The 1976 Florida primary was held orn March 9 of

0 that year, and we began closing our field offices through-

Cr out the State the next day. By approximately M"4arch 11

I had completed my official duties as Florida Chairman,

except in connection with wrapping up obligations remaining

from the primary.

4. 1 r-erformed the customary political duties

of a State chairman in preparation for a candidate's

campaign in a presidential primary.

5. I was first contacted on or about August 20,

1975, by Mr. David A. Keene of Citizens for Reagan. Mr. Keene

asked if I would be interested in being Governor Reagan's

Florida Chairman should the Governor decide to become a



candidate, and I indicated I would be. Within a week or

two of that date, I met in Washington, D.C.,? with Mr. Keene,

Mr. John Sears, and Senator Paul Laxalt. We discussed the

subject of the Florida primary, and we agreed that I would

become the Florida Chairman should Governor Reagan decide

to announce his candidacy for the Republican presidential

nomination.

__ 6. Your question asks that I list the names of

N "other" officials and employees of Citizens for Reagan with

0 whom I spoke while I was Chairman of FFOR. If the question

is meant to imply that I spoke with Mr. Sears and Senator

Laxalt while I was Chairman of FFOR, the implication is

inaccurate. If the qiuestion is meant to imply that I was

N, an official or employee of Citizens for Reagan while I

0 was chairman of EFOR, the implication is likewise inaccurate.

C17 cc, I did speak with 111r. Keene at least once. The

* . substance of that conversation is detailed accurately in

his letter to Mr. Oldaker, dated November 30, 1977.

I spoke a few times by telephone with Ms. Neal

Peden, Mr. Keene' s secretary, subsequent to the Florida

primary. Those conversations concerned exclusively the

subject of the closing of the Florida field offices of

Citizens for Reagan, and wrapping up remaining debts and

similar matters from the primary.



7. Not applicable.

8. FFOR received its first contribution on or

about March 28, 1976. It received its last contribution

on or about May 7, 1976.

9. FFOR engaged in no activities after April 6,

1976, the date of the 1976 Wisconsin primary, and it was

terminated in fact as of thift date. EFOR filed its

notice of termination with the Federal Election Commission

."Um on December 10, 1976.

C7?. 10. Within forty-eight hours of the March 9

03 Florida primary, all of the field offices in Florida had

been closed. One small office remained open in Orlando,

staffed by one person, to handle matters relating to

wrapping up the campaign. I do not know whether there was

C "Tany official termination of the Florida Citizens for Reagan,

C, because all such matters were handled by the main Citizens

crl* for Reagan Headquarters in 1'ashington,, D.C.
Nr 11. All contributions, other than my own and my

wife's, were solicited by telephone calls.

12. The Long Advertising Agency (hereafter,

"Long") does commercial work for my businesses in Florida.

I asked them orally to help me in preparation of a newspaper

advertisement. There was no written contract.

is Long contacted various newspapers in W1isconsin to

ascertain the rates at which those newspapers sold advertising



space, they prepared one newspaper advertisement, and

they placed the advertisement in fourteen Wisconsin

newspapers.

FFOR made one payment to Long for its work in

the amount of $14,77l.40. That payment was made on

April 5, 1976.

13. Long wa-s responsible for the advertisement's

copy and layout. The photograph of the White House was

obtained from If. Armstrong Roberts Stock Photo Supplier

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The typeface was obtained

0 from the Wrightson Tlypesetting Company in Miami, Florida.

The picture of Governor Reagan was copied from the

Wall Street Journal. None of the components of the

advertisement had any oxigil-. in any materials prepared

by Citizens for Reagan.

o 14. 1 did.
C OD 15. PMr. Keene was the only person who indicated

N that there might be problems under the FECA with FFOR's

project in Wisconsin.

At the time, of course, the Supreme Court had

recently declared parts of: the FECA unconstitutional, and

there was great uncertainty about the effect of the Court's

ruling. I was aware that during the Florida primary

0 several individuals and groups who were not part of Citizens

for Reagan had taken out advertisements on behalf of the

Governor. I consulted with my local attorney in Florida,



and he indicated to me that he saw no legal problems in

connection with FFOR's activities in Wisconsin.

16. 1 do not now have records which indicate

what services were performed (or where they were performed)

for which I received the travel reimbursement you identify

When the field offices of Florida Citizens for Reagan were

closed, the great bulk of our records were transferred

to the main Citizens for Reagan headquarters in Washington,

D.C. A smaller amount of records was left with the local

Republican Party headojarters in Orlando. I do not have

access to those records.

C7!
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )Subpoena

Florida Friends of Reagan )To Appear for Deposition!

) Upon Oral Examination

MUR 443 (77)

TO: Mr. L. E. Thomas
705 West 15th Street
Panama City, Florida 34201

At the instance of the Federal Election Commission, pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (3), you are hereby subpoenaed to appear Lor

deposition with regard to the Commission's investigation of your

responsibilities and activities as Chairman of Florida Friends 
of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan.

The scope of the deposition will include, but not necessarily

be limited to, your activities as Chairman of Florida Friends of

Reagan and as Florida Chairman of Citizens for Reagan, your work

for Citizens for Reagan for which you received travel reimburse-

ment, and communications between yourself and persons connected

with Citizens for Reagan while you were serving as Chairman of

Florida Friends of Reagan.FeraElcinCmsio

Your deposition shall take place at 1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

June 29, 1978, at 1:00 P.M.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Conuission

has hereunto set his hand at Washington, D.C., on this day

of June ,1978.

Joan D. Aikens
Chairman

ATTEST:

Secreti
Emmons

to the Commission
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AND DELI ETOE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FzDXRAL ELECTION COMISSION

a m 4M 4Wni i soMxt 4

In the Matter of:

FLORIDA FRIENDS 0F REAGAN :MUR 443 (77)

2

Washington, D. C.

Thursday, June 29, 1978

Deposition of

LUTHER EDWIN THOMAS

a witness in the above-entitled matter, called for examination

by counsel for the Federal Election Commission, taken at the

offices of the Federal Election Commission, 1325 K Street, N.W

Washington, D. C., beginning at 1:10 p.m., before Bobbie C.

Lake, a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia,

when were present on behalf of the respective parties:

Milton & Greenwood Associates, Inc.
(NOTARY: D.C.-VA.-MD.)
OFFICIAL REPORTERS

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W.. suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036
Phones: (202) 833-3598

833-3599
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the phone.

Q Did you ever go to see him?

MR. BOLTON: In Washington?

BY MR, JOHANSEN

Q ,.Iere wa Mr. Se&Ns locate

A Sears- loca4~d bnWsint ut drn

the prinary,,he wa\d in FJqrida seveital times. I didn't.

always' see hjft, and did"'t alwoys see Keene. They were

doing their jobs, and I as doing mine. 'Sometimes our

paths )iouJla cross.

~\Q Durng this p erd hovkL.f ten ddy u come to

Waghington, to see Mr. Sears?

I don'.t think I camne to Wtashington lpeCifically

to se. him. I met him in Washington one time.

Q That one time was when they first contacted you

about becoming chairman?

A Yes.

Where did that meeting take place in Washington?

Some hotel. It was a social aotivity. It wasn't

9

Q-Your conversations with Mr. Keene, were they

usually telephone conversations?

A He came to Florida some, but usually it was on

4-W
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Ar
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