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.. 96NF-02

REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL
TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: March 4, 1996

ANALYST: Jan McBride

COMMITTEE: Mississippi Democratic Party Political
Action Committee (C00149641)
Peggy Peterson, Treasurer
(9/16/95 to present)
Larry Denman, Treasurer
(8/13/93 to 7/13/%4)
832 North Congress Street
Jackson, MS 39215

*

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §434(a)(4)(A)(iv)
11 CFR §104.5(c)(2)(1i)(A)

BACKGROUND:
Failure to Timely File the 1995 Mid-Year Report

The Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action
Committee ("the Committee”) failed to timely file its 1995
Mid-Year Report of Receipts and Disbursements covering the
period from January 1, 1995 through June 30, 1995.

A Prior Notice was sent to the Committee on July 7,
1995. The Notice alerted the Committee that the 1955
Mid-Year Report was due on July 31, 1995 (Attachment 2). A
Non-Filer Notice was on August 17, 1995 (Attachment 3).

On September 11 1995, the Reports Analysis Division
("RAD") analyst contacted Alice Skelton, the Committee’s

executive director, about filing the 1995 Mid-Year Report.

1

Ms. Skelton informed yst that she didn’'t have all of
the documentation necessary to file the report. The analyst
asked that a report be filed as soon as possible and that
further amendments could be filed with additional information
at a later date (Attachment 4

The 1995 Mid-Year Report was filed on January 31, 199
by certified/registered mail (Attachment 5).

replacement
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SEMI-ANNUAL

REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS July 7, 1995

REG./CERT.
MAILING FILING
REPORT REPORTING PERICD#* DATE#2= DATE

Mid-Year 01,01/95 - 06/30/95 07,/31/95 07/31/95

WHO MUST FILE
Party committees and PACs (nonconnected committees and separate

segregated funds) which normally file on a quarterly basis must
file a Mid-Year Report in July.

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES

Any PAC that makes independent expenditures in connection with a
special election may have to file a 24 hour report. This
reporting requirement will be triggered if the committee makes
independent expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more after the
20th day, but more than 24 hours, before the election.

CHANGE IN FILING FREQUENCY

Committees wishing te change their reporting schedule (for
example, from semiannual to monthly) must notify the Commission
in writing when filing a report due under their current
reporting schedule. Committees may change their filing
frequencies no more than once per calendar year.

LABEL
Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to
Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be made on the label.

COMPLIANCE

Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing
all reports on time. Pailure to do so is subject to enforcement
action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC
forms (except for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be
required to refile.

“These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting
period. A reporting period always begins the day after the
closing date of the last report filed. 1If the committee is new
and has not previously filed a report, the first report must
cover all activity that occurred before the committee
registered.

**Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be
postmarked by the mailing date; otherwise, they must be received
by the filing date.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL: B800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

-7
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 RQ

August 17, 1995

Larry E. Denman, Treasurer

Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee

832 North Congress Street

P.0. Box 1583

Jackson, MS 39214

Identification Number: C00149641
Reference: 1995 Mid-Year Report (1/1/95-6/30/95)
Dear Mr. Denman:

It has come to the attention of the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission™) that your committee may be in
violation of 2 U.S5.C. §434(a) for failing to file the above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements. You were
previously notified of the due date for this report. '

It 1s important that you file this report immediately with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the
Senate, as appropriate). A copy of the report or its relevant
portions should also be filed with the Secretary of State or
equivalent state officer. 11 CFR §§108.2, 108.3, 108.4

Although the Commission may initiate an audit or legal
enforcement action concerning this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Jan McBride on our
toll-free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202)
219-3580.

Sincerely,
77

- e I

/ John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division

elebratng the Commussion’s 200h Anniversary

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBL NEORME(




. Attachment # 4

Page 1l of 1

ANALYST: Jan McBride

CONVERSATION WITH: Alice Skelton, Executive Director

COMMITTEE : Mississippi Democratic Party Political

DATE:

Action Committee

September 11, 1995

SUBJECT(S): Failure to Timely File the 1995 Mid-Year

Report

On September 11, 1995, the RAD analyst contacted the
Committee’s executive director, Alice Skelton about their
failure to file the 19395 Mid-Year Report. Ms. Skelton
explained that due to the past personnel problems the
Committee had experienced, they were unable to find
sufficient data to file the report. The analyst asked that
the Coomittee file a report as soon as possible, even if it

were incomplete since they could file an amended report when
all the information became available.




&

ttachment § 5

. ge lof 2

- i : .A = " - L . LY
. - I- f — - W
j.ﬂa‘r!marcooe . | 1DEEmmoml %?b 2
\:&XS:CN, MS} ii?,QOQ_) committes. (3ee FEC FORM 1M)
4. TYPE OF REPORT

mDmnszw Monihly Repont Due On:

[ Februwary20 [ June20 October 20
Dmismamww [0 March 20 O Juiy2o Novembsr 20

O Apdil 20 O August 20 Decermber 20
Do;mw 15 Quarterly Report [ May20 [0 September 20 January 31

[[JHenuary 31 Year End Repon [[] Tweitth day report preceding
(Type of Elecuon)

@Jw 31 Mid Year Report (Non-alection Year Only) election on = n the State of

USE FEC MAILNG LABEL
TYPE OR PRINT

DThiniath gay report foliowing the General Eleclion on

DTomn.aron Repaort in the State of

m) Is this Report an Amendmant? DY‘ES

COLUMN A COLUNN B '
This Period Calendar Year-to-Dale

s kg * |
S unKngon > %22%%22222%

Total Receipts tirom Line 19) ... TP S Ye 2217 29 * s MR E2LT.PY
W(MUmm)mwucmnnm ;s
Lines 6(a) and &{c) for Cohen B) ..o oo Iy MeR27. %A ‘

Wwo faa N1

|
Total Disbursemants (Hom L 30) ... sesorsseeeseassssssessessasasessesemmsrase Y pod-Nx S St 203Ny

»® :
Cash on Hand at Ciose of Reporting Period (subtract Line 7 lrom Line 6(d)) - e ey s 22 $ " ,J,-AQ.\) #
Deabts and Obhigations Owed TO the Commities i ; . ’
(Hemize all on Schedule C and/or Schadule D) .........ccooorevinenne. a o

Fedenl Eection Commisson
Debts and Obligations Owed BY tha Committee 909 € Sireat, NW

(temize all on Schedule C and/or Scheduls D) ... il 3 L o0 EE-- Washington, DC 20463

I cartify that | have examined this Report and fo ths best o‘ h:nowiadgo and Detel @ is true, correct | 108 Free S00-424-35%0
and compiete. Local 202-219-3420
| T Name of Treaseret =

Cica IS, i"c.J-er S¢n

[Signaturs f Traasurer |Date

- /"//H’ JS‘_JJZZ:_ | /-31-95

NOTE Smma.dor‘ o'

se, #TONeCUS, Or incompiats information may subject the person signing this Report 1o the penalties of 2 US.C. §437g

| | | |

- | | | FEC FORM 3X

= S | Nl 1 ! b Lo i (revised &/33)

resmsose TR Bitaag 14 Wikspwe, ftNowr ComelETILD & A twaguerT FEC Awor T
N O AmPJAEL fRnpe it BE Bine A




Attachment 5
Page2af 2

The Commgsion has added this page 1 e end of this Sing » indanie
oW L was recuived.

Hand Delvered

—
[S—
—

First Class Maill

Registerad/Cerified Mail

No Postmark

Postmark Begible

and Registration




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N'W
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT sE"s,T,VE

RAD REFERRAL: 96NF-02
DATE ACTIVATED: 42596

STAFF MEMBER: Tamara Kapper
SOURCE INTERNALLYGENERATED

RESPONDENTS Mississippt Democratic Party Political Action Commuttee and Peggy
Peterson, as treasurer

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Referral Matenal
Disclosure Reports

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

I GENERATION OF MATTER

The Office of the General Counsel received a referral from the Reports Analvsis Division
(“RAD™) on March 4, 1996. The basis for the referral 1s the failure of the Mississippi
Democratic Party Political Action Committee and Peggy Peterson, as treasurer, (“MS DEMS™)
to file umely their 1995 Mid-Year Report

IL FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Based on the Factual and Legal Analysis, see Attachment 1, this Office recommends the
Commussion find reason to beheve the MS DEMS wviolated 2 U S.C. § 434(aX4XAX1v)

On October 25, 1995, the Commussion determined to initiate an audit of the MS DEMS
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 438(b) for activity that took place during the 1993-1994 election cvcle. In
closed MUR 3800, on Apnli 18, 1996, the Commission entered into a conciliation agreement
with the MS DEMS after finding probable cause to believe that they had violated 2 U S.C
§§ 433(c) and 434(a) 4 AX1), (m)and (1v). The 2 US.C. § 434(a)(4)AX1), (1) and (1v)

.|

violations involved the late filing of the 1991 Year End Report, the 1992 Apnl, July and October

[ - ¥ " 1+ 1 Q0" ™ D ¥ - aar | e |
Quanterly Reports. and the 1992 30 Dav Post-General and Year End Reports
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ifl. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY

In addition to recommending that the Commission find reason to believe MS DEMS
violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)4)XAXiv), this Office also recommends that the Commussion offer to
enter into concihiation with them pnior to a finding of probable cause to believe. Attached for the

Commuission's approval 1s a proposed concihiation agreement

)
.

N




IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

Open a MUR

2 Find reason to believe the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action

Commuittee and Peggy Peterson, as treasurer, violated 2 US.C. § 434(a)4)X A)iv), and
enter into conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe

3 Approve the attached proposed factual and legal analysis, conciliation

agreement, and the appropnate letter

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

) 23

Date

Lois G. ]
A ssociate \General Counsel

Attachments
Factual and Legal Analysis (1)

Proposed Conciliation Agreement




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Mississippi Democratic Party Political RAD Referra

Action Committee and Peggy Peterson, #96NF-02 1P /7 \
as treasurer. rnkl[‘ L{L?fﬂ?}

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that om July 29, 1956, the
Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following
actions in RAD Referral #96NF-02:

Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe the Mississippi

Democratic Party Political Action Committee

and Peggy Peterscn, as treasurer, violated

2 U.8.C. § 434(a)(4) (A) (iv), and enter into a

conciliation prior to a finding of probable

cause to believe.

Approve the proposed factual and legal

analysis, conciliation agreement, and the

appropriate letter, as recommended in the

General Counsel's Report dated July 23, 1996,
Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Y-Jo-96

Date

Received in the Secretariat: " 1996 :18 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: . July 1996 :00 p.m.
deadline for vote: 2o July 29, 1996 :00 p.m.

lrd




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 2046)

August 1, 1996

Peggy Peterson, Treasurer
Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee
$32 North Congress Street

Jackson, MS 39215

MUR 4420

Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee and
Peggy Peterson, as treasurer

Dear Ms. Peterson:

On July 29, 1996, the Federal Election Commission found that there is reason to believe
the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action Committee ("Committee”™) and you, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4XAXiv), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for the
Commission's finding, is attached for your information.

You may submit any factual or legal matenals that you believe are relevant to the
Commission's consideration of this matter. Please submit such materials to the General
Counsel's Office within 15 days of your receipt of this letter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. In the absence of additional information, the Commission may
find probable cause 1o believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with conciliation.

In order to expedite the resolution of this matter, the Commission has also decided 10
offer to enter into negotiations directed towards reaching a conciliation agreement in settlement
of this matter prior to a finding of probable cause to believe. Enclosed is a conciliation
agreement that the Commission has approved.

If you are interested in expediting the resolution of this matter by pursuing preprobable
cause conciliation and if you agree with the provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign
and return the agreement, along with the civil penalty, to the Commission. In light of the fact
that conciliation negotiations, prior to a finding of probable cause to behieve, are limited to a
maximum of 30 days, you should respond to this notification as soon as possible.

Requests for extensions of time will not be routinely granted Requests must be made in
writing at least five days prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause must be
demonstrated. In addition, the Office of the General Counsel ordinarnily will not give extensions
beyond 20 days




Ms. Peterson I

Page 2

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the Commission
by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address, and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a)X4XB) and
437g(a)(12XA), unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

For your information, we have attached a brief description of the Commission's

procedures for handling possible violations of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact
Tamara Kapper, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3690

Sincerely,
/-
T anl/i

— AT

Le¢ Ann Elliott
Chairman

FH

Enclosures
Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation Counsel Form
Conciliation Agreement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS
RESPONDENTS Mississippt Democratic Party MUR: 4420
Political Action Commttee
and Peggy Peterson, as treasurer

his matier was generated based on information ascertained by the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission”) in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory
responsibihities. See 2 US.C. § 437g(a)2)

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, (the “Act™) requires treasurers
of political committees, other than authonzed committees of a candidate, to file periodic reports
of receipts and disbursements. 2 US.C. § 434(a)4XA). Such committees may choose to file
reports either on a monthly or quarterly basis. Id In any calendar year without a regularly
scheduled general election, a report covering the period beginning January 1 and ending June 30
shall be filed no later than July 31. 2 US.C. § 434(a}4XAX1v)

The Mississippt Demaocratic Party Political Action Committee and Peggy Peterson, as
treasurer, (“MS DEMS") is a political committee not authonized by any candidate, and has
elected to file disclosure reports on a quarterly basis. Pursuant to 2 US.C. § 434(a)4XAXiv),
the due date for the MS DEMS’ 1995 Mid- Year Report was July 31, 1995. On July 7, 1995, the
Commuission notified the MS DEMS that its 1995 Mid-Year Report was due on July 31, 1995

addition, on August 17, 1995, the Comm ent the MS DEMS a Non-Filer Notice, notifving




them that their 1995 Mid-Year Report had not been filed. The Notice also advised the

MS DEMS that failing to file the report in a timely manner could result in legal enforcement
action

On January 31, 1996, the MS DEMS filed their 1995 Mid-Year Report, 184 days late,
disclosing receipts totaling $40,827 and disbursements totaling $41,601. Based on the
foregoing, there is reason to believe that the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action

Committee and Peggy Peterson, as treasurer, violated 2 US.C. § 434(a)4XAXiv)
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STATEMENT QF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL
‘UG 1‘9 q 01 PH 03‘

TAL

MUR: 4420

NAME OF COUNSEL: Samuel L. Begley, Eaquire

ADDRESS : MAXEY, WANN & BEGLEY PLLC
P. O, Wox 3977
210 E. Capitol Street, Suite 1900
Jackson, MS 139207-3977

TELEPHONE : (601) 355-8855

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel
and is authorized to recelve any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commisesion.

g m{ 46

Date( 3

RESPONDENT'S NAME : Missiesippi

ADDRESS ; 832 North
Jackson

BUSINESS PHONE:




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 20483

September 4, 1996

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Samuel L. Begley, Esquire
Maxey, Wann & Begley PLLC
P.O. Box 3977

210 E. Capitol Street, Suite 1900
Jackson, MS 39207-3977

MUR 4420

Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee and
Peggy Peterson, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Begley:

On August 1, 1996, your clients were notified that the Federal Election Commission
determined to enter into negotiations directed toward reaching a conciliation agreement in
settlement of this matter prior to a finding of probable cause 1o believe. On that same date your
clients were sent a conciliation agreement offered by the Commission in settlement of this
matter.

Please note that conciliation negotiations entered into prior to a finding of probable cause
to believe are limited to a maximum of 30 days. To date, you have not responded on behalf of
your clients to the proposed agreement. The 30 day period for negotiations will soon expire.
Unless we receive a response from you within five days, this Office will consider these
negotiations terminated and will proceed to the next stage of the enforcement process

Should vou have any questions, please contact me at (202) 219-3690
Sincerely,

Diia boppic.

Tamara Kapper
Paralegal
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immediate steps were taken by the Democratic Party staff to prepare

Contribution and Expenditure Reports for submission to the FEC. As
soon as this informacion was formulated, the 1995 mid-year report
was completed and filed.

Your office is very familiar with the problems that have been
experienced by our State Party. You also know that we have been
working closely with your office to ensure full compliance now and

3 ha €i1it1378
in the Iu LTS .

improperly
Treasurer
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1 Klections Commission
Street NW
igpton DC 0563

Tamara Kapper
Dear Ms. Kapper,

FPlease use this letter to inform the FEC that on
March 4, 19%7 an Administrative Comaittee meeling
vas bhald and the committee [e#lt that Hr. Sam HBegley
would no longer represent the Mississippi Democratic
Farty on any lepgal issues and or will eanter into

any agreements on the party’'s bebhalf.

lave any guestions,, pertaining to this matter

an
contact Mr. wWilliam Cuy, Executive Yice=Chair

the Administrative Committee.,

be inform that T have be clected Interim
urer until the general neeting of the Exccutive
e on March 29, 1997 where I will be confirm a
permanent Treasurer or a new one will be electe:
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION i oy '97

In the Matter of

MUR 4420 msr“VE

Mississippi Democratic Party Political
Action Committee and Jodie Robinson,
as treasurcr

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
BACKGROUND
On July 29, 1996, the Federal Election Commission found reason to believe that the
Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action Committee and Jodie Robinson,' as treasurer,
(*MISS DEMS” or “Respondents™) violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)4)AXiv) by failing to file timely

their 1995 Mid-Year Report.




Thereafter, this Office was contacted by Ms. Jodie Robinson, “interim” treasurer of
MISS DEMS. Through the course of several telephone conversations with Ms. Robinson, she

discussed the on-going organizational turmoil within the state party, the proposed agreement and

Respondents’ desire to settle this matter at the preprobable cause stage. On March 12, 1997 this

Office received a letter from Ms. Robinson detailing the personnel transitions that had recently
taken place within the committee. Attachment 1. Afier receiving the letter, this Office contacted
Ms. Robinson and informed her that the MISS DEMS needed to amend their statement of
organization to reflect the change in treasurer and, in order to resolve this matter, Respondents
needed to submit a signed conciliation agreement with a check for the full amount of the civil
penalty
I DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED AG

On April 17, 1997 Respondents submitted a signed conciliation agreement that this

Office 1s recommending the Commission accept




Therefore, this Office recommends that the Commission accept the attached conciliation

agreement with the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action Committee and

Jodie Robinson, as treasurer, and close the file
RECOMMENDATIONS

Accept the attached conciliation agreement with the Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee and Jodie Robinson, as treasurer




Approve the appropriate letter.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Lois G. Lefmer

Associate General Counsel
Attachments
Letter from Ms. Robinson dated 3/12/97
Conciliation Agreement dated 4/7/97
. Photocopy of civil penalty check

s
v,
-

3

Staff Assigned: Tamara K. Kapper




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee and
Jodie Robinson, as treasurer.

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on May 14, 1997, the
Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following
actions in MUR 4420:

1. Accept the conciliation agreement with the

Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action
Committee and Jodie Robinson, as treasurer,
as recommended in the General Counsel's
Report dated May 7, 1597.
Close the file.
Approve the appropriate letter, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated May 7, 1997.
Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

MZ//ML/

arjorle W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

cretariat: el May
Commission: ks May
May




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 20486)

May 20, 1997

Jodie Robinson, Treasurer
Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Commiittee
832 North Congress Street
Jackson, MS 39215

MUR 4420

Mississippi Democratic Party
Political Action Committee and
Jodie Robinson, as treasurer

Dear Ms. Robinson:

On May 14, 1997, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation
agreement and civil penalty that you submitted in settlement of a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(a)(4)XAXiv) a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). Accordingly, the file has been closed in this matter.

I'he confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within
30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote. If you
wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon
as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record upon receipt

nformation derived in connection with any conciliation attempt will not become public
without the written consent of the respondent and the Commission. See 2 U.S.C
§ 437g(a)(4)B). The enclosed conciliation agreement, however, will become a part of the public

re
(o




Ms. Robinson
Page 2

Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed conciliation agreement for your files.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Tamara K. Kapper
Paralegal Specialist

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of
MUR 4420

Mississippi Democratic Party

Political Action Committee and

Jodie Robinson, Treasurer

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission ("Commission™), pursuant
to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.
The Commission found reason to believe that the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action

Committee and its treasurer, ("Respondents”) violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4AXiv).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having participated in

informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree

as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of this
proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C
§ 437g(a)4)AX1)

[I. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should
be taken in this matter

[1I. Respondents enter 1

V. The pertinent facts




. The Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action Committee is a political committee
within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 431(4).

2. Peggy Peterson was the treasurer of the Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action
Committee from September 1995 to January 1997. Jodie Robinson is the current treasurer of the
Mississippi Democratic Party Political Action Committee

3. In a calendar year without a regularly scheduled general election, political committees
electing to file on a quarterly basis shall file a report covering the period beginning January 1 and
ending June 30, which is to be filed no later than July 31.

Respondents have elected to file quarterly reports with the Commission.

In a prior matter, on April 18, 1996, the Commission entered into a conciliation
agreement with the Respondents after finding probable cause to believe that the Mississippi
Democratic Party Political Action Committee violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 433(c) and 434(a)(4)(AX1),
(ii1), and (iv).

6. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)A)iv), Respondents’ 1995 Mid-Year Report, was
due on July 31, 1995. Respondents filed the 1995 Mid-Year Report on January 31, 1996,

184 days late, disclosing receipt totaling $40,827 and disbursements totaling $41,601.

-

_

V. Respondents failed to file timely their 1995 Mid-Year Report, in \'io-!u!inn of 2US.C
§ 434(aX 4 A v
civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the
300), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5XA)
ne filing a complaint under 2

own motion, may review compliance
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with this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia.

VIIl. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

IX. Respondents shall have no more than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and implement the requirement contained in this agreement and to so
notify the Commission.

X. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties on
the matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or oral,
made by either party or by agents of either party, that is not contained in this written agreement
shall be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

i (“4 ” / -
Lois G. Letner

Associate General Counsel

]

BY

FOR THE RESPONDENTS
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