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REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL
TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: Ooctober 3, 1995
ANALYST: Edward D. Ryan

Populist Party of America (C00214098)
Phillip G. Chesler, Treasurer

P.O. Box 15499

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §434(a)(4)(A)(iv)
11 CFR §104.5(c)(2)(i)(A)

BACKGROUND:

Failure to Timely File the 1995 Mid-Year Report

The Populist Party of America ("the Committee") has
failed to timely file the 1995 Mid-Year Report of Receipts
and Disbursements covering the period from January 1, 1995 to
June 30, 1995. The Committee was notified on July 7, 1995
that the report was due on July 31, 1995 (Attachment 2). A
Non-Filer Notice was sent to the Committee on August 17, 1995
(Attachment 3).

In a letter dated September 5, 1995, Mr. Phillip G.
Chesler, Treasurer of the Committee, acknowledged receiving
the Non-Filer Notice for the Mid-Year Report. 1In addition,
Mr. Chesler stated that on "August 3rd" he spoke to a Reports
Analysis Division ("RAD") analyst, not assigned to his
committee, and explained that his computer had gone down on
"July 25". He said he had not known the extent of the
problem when they had talked because the computer was still
down. He went on to say that all 1995 data for the Committee
was lost and that he could only reconstruct data thru "April
13". He said he would continue to work on the records but
anticipated another ten days to two weeks before he could
have the report finished (Attachment 4).

On September 11, 1995, the RAD analyst assigned to the
committee called Mr. Chesler to inform him the Commission
had received his letter dated September 5, 1995. He was




advised, that since the report was still not filed the matter
was going to be referred to the Office of General Counsel.
He was further advised to try and put together a report with
the information he had and mail it in as soon as possible.
Also, he was told to attach a cover letter explaining the
difficulties he encountered in preparing the report
(Attachment 5).

On September 22, 1995, the Committee filed its 1995
Mid-Year Report. In the cover letter which accompanied the
report, Mr. Chesler reiterated his contention that because of
the lost data the report was filed late (Attachment 6).




PAGE 1 of h 1'
#or RICROFILM

COVERAGE DATES PAGES  LOCATION
TYPE OF PILER

POPULISY PARTY OF AMERICA 1D #C00214098 PARTY NON-QUALIFIED
CONNECTED ORGANIZATION: POPULIST PARTY
1995 NISCELLANEOUS REPORT TO FEC 118EP95 2 95FEC/996/4700
NID-YEAR REPORY 1JAN9S -30JUN95 18 95FEC/998/5051
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1JAN95 -30JUN9S 2 95FEC/994/2971

TOTAL 22 TOTAL PAGES

The 1995 Mid Year Report has not been reveiwed.

Cash-On-Hand as of 06/30/95: $O0

Qutstanding debts and obligations owed to/by the committee as of
06/30/95: $16,617
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HMENT #1 DATE 30CT95
- ey of 2 PAGE 1

COMMITTEE  DOCUMENT DISBURSEMENTS # OF  MICROFILM
COVERAGE DATES PAGES  LOCATION
TYPE OF FILER
POPULIST PARTY OF AMERICA ID #CO0214098 PARTY NON-QUALIFIED
CONNECTED ORGANIZATION: POPULIST PARTY
1993 STATEMENT OF ORGAMIZATION - AMENDNENT 21JUN93 2 93FEC/B43/1B73
MID-YEAR REPORT 41,135 42,074 1JAND3 -30JUN93 20 93FEC/854 /4742
YEAR-END 34,841 32,919 1JUL93 -31DEC93 26 94FEC/882/2360
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1JULS3 -31DECS3 4 95FEC/985/2468
1994 APRIL QUARTERLY 3,864 24,036 31JANSG -31MARDL 12 94FEC/894/1905
JULY QUARTERLY 17,143 18,850 1APR94 -30JUN9% 14 94FEC/910/3525
REQUEST FOR ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION 1APRS -30JUNSS 2 95FEC/985 /2666
OCTOBER QUARTERLY 10,884 11,001 1JUL94 -30SEP94 11 94FEC/934/3007
OCTOBER QUARTERLY - AMENDMENT - - 1JULD4 -30SEP94 1 95FEC/987 /2282
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1JULS% -30SEP94 3 95FEC/97B/4595
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1JUL94 -30SEP94 4 95FEC/981/1170
PRE-GENERAL 6,129 9,075 10CT94 ~ BNOV94 11 94FEC/950/5230
PRE-GENERAL - AMENDMENT - - 10CT94 - BNOVIL 1 95FEC/987 /3144
POST-GENERAL 4,507 1,807 BNOV94 -30NOV94 10 95FEC/962/5185
POST-GENERAL ~ AMENDMENT 4,507 ,807 BNOV94 -30NOVS4 5 95FEC/987 /0776
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 10CT94 - BNOVSS 2 95FEC/978/4593
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 10CT9% - BNOV94L 3 95FEC/981/1167
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE INOVIL -2BNOVIS 2 95FEC/955 /0641
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BNOV94 -30NOV94 3 95FEC/9T8/4713
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND BNOV94 -30NOVS4 3 95FEC/981/1164
YEAR-END 3,680 4,626 1DEC94 -31DEC94 9 95FEC/962/5195
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1DEC94 -31DEC4 2 95FEC/978/4591
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1DEC9% -31DECS4 3 95FEC/981/1161
TOTAL 142,183 144,388 153  TOTAL PAGES

All reports have been reveiwed.
Cash-On-Hand as of 12/31/94: SO
Debts and obligations owed to/by the committee as of 12/31/94:519,802




- s e L L o e B i i g

o

S et el

- . . o ;
‘ SEMI-ANNUAL . ATTACHMENT §2

REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS July 7, 1998

KAILING PILING
REPORT REPORTING PERIOD* DATE® * DATE
Mid-Year 01/01/95 - 06/30/9% 07/31/95 07/31,9%

WHO NUST PILE
Party committees and PACs (nonconnected committees and separtate

segregated funds) vhich normally file on a quarterly basis must
file a Mid-Year Report in July.

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURKS

Any PAC that makes independent expenditures in connection with ,
special election may have to file a 24 hour report. This
reporting requirement will be triggered if the committee makes
independent expenditures aggregating $1,000 or more after the
20th day, but more than 24 hours, before the election.

CHANGE IN FILING FREQUENCY

Committees wishing to change their reporting schedule (for
example, from semiannual to monthly) must notify the Commission
in writing vhen filing a report due under their current
reporting schedule. Committees may change their filing
frequencies no more than once per calendar year.

LABEL
Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to
Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be made on the labegl.

COMPLIANCE

Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing
all reports on time. PFailure to do so is subject to enforcement
action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-PEC
forms (except for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be
required to refile.

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting
period. A reporting period always begins the day after the
closing date of the last report filed. 1If the committee is new
and has not previously filed a report, the first report must
cover all activity that occurred before the coamittee
registered.

*sReports sent by registered or certified mail must be
postmarked by the mailing date; otherwise, they must be received
by the £iling date.

POR INFORMATION, CALL: 800/424-9530 or 202/219-3420




ATTACHMENT #3

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 RQ-7

1995

August 17,

Phillip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Pacty of America
Post Office Box 15499
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

c00241098
Reference: 1995 Mid-Year Report (1/1/95-6/30/95)

Identification Number:

Chesler:

Dear Mr.

It has come to the attention of the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission”) that our committee may be in
violation of 2 U.S.C. §434(a) for ailing to file the above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements,. You were
previously notified of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report immediately with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the
Senate, as appropriate). A copy ©of the report or its relevant
portions should also be filed with the Secretary of State or
equivalent state officer. 11 CFR §§108.2, 108.3, 108.4

/ Although the Commission may initiate an audit or legal
{ enforcement action concerning this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Edward D. Ryan on
gur t;;l—free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202)
19-3580.

Sincerely,

John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division

Celebrating the Commission’s 20th Anniversary

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




NATIONAL COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 15499, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

September 5, 1995

Mr. Jobn D. Gibson

m”’ Assistant Staff Director
cum Reports Analysis Division .
me'l'"'" Federal Election Commission

999 E. Street NW
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr.

Gibson:

Bill Chandler I am in recelipt of your letter dated August 17, 1995 concerning the
Porlichenibris 100 annual report of the Populist Party of America which was due
July 31, 1995.

’bl

Howard Fields On August 3rd | called and spoke with a Mr. Neil Evans, because Mr. Ryan
- Colorady was on vacation. At the time | explained to Mr. Evans that my computer
3> John Justice had gone down on July 25. | did not know the extent of the problem when
- Miinois | talked to him because the computer was still down.
O Tom Parker
) Venay A1l data for the Populist Party for 1995 was lost along with an unknown

Harry Schmidt number of clients. At the moment, | have reconstructed the data for the
Washington State Party thru April 13 and continue to work on the records.

New Jersey | expect it will take another ten days to two weeks before | have the re-
port finished. Accordingly, | ask for your continued patience In this

W 47 &

-
sler, Treasurer

The Populist Ins
- . fdward D. Ryan
Phone: (412) 443-7300 Fed al Election Commission
800-860-7675 Mr. Don Wassall, Chairman
Fax: (412) 4434240 Populist Party of America

Message Line: 900-990- ;

5085, Ext. 426 f ;3
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ATTACHMENT #

PAGE 1 OF 1

MEMORANDUM TO FILES: DATE: September 11, 1995
Telecon
Visit

NAME OF THE COMMITTEE: Populist Party of America

SUBJECT: 1995 Mid-Year Report Non-filer

FEC REP: Edward D. Ryan

COMMITTEE REP: Mr. Phillip G. Chesler, Treasurer - (417) 469-2224

1 I placed a telephone call to the Populist Party of America
. ("the Committee”) headquarters and was gqiven Mr. Chesler'’s
_ telephone number in Missouri. I called Mr. Chesler and informed

him that we had received his letter dated September 5, 1995
T explaining some of the problems he had encountered in preparing

the Mid Year Report ("the report"). Mr. Chesler told me that the
computer had gone down again after submitting the letter of
explaination and that he was still experiencing the same problems.
I told him I was very sorry to hear that, but due to the fact the
~ report had still not been filed I was required to refer the matter
to our Office of General Counsel.

I told Mr. Chesler that he could avoid this by putting

- together a report with information that he had to date and
be: submitting it as soon as possible. I went on to say that when he
. had additional time to recapture the data later he could amend the
™ report with the complete and accurate information. He was a bit

hesitant to submit a report that was not accurate or complete but
I reassured him that it was better to submit a report and amend
later rather than not submit a report at all. I told him to
attached a cover letter to the report explaining and restating the
difficulties he had in preparing the report. Also, I told him to
include the normal Mid Year coverage dates (1/1/95 through
6/30/95) and not April 13, 1995 as the ending coverage date
(reconstructed data through this date). He agreed and said he

would have the report sent by Certified mail by the end of the
week.



i

ist Party of

Popul
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Box 15499

C00214098

[ CITY, STATE and 2IP CODE

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15237

3. .__—-'_I This committee qualified as a multicandidate
commitiee DURING THIS Reporting Period on
(date).

m:Apm 15 Quarterly Report
:Juty 15 Quarterly Report
:Ouoborisouamnyﬂopoﬂ

__January 31 Year End Report
XX

A

4. TYPE OF REPORT
Monthly Report Dus On
[} February20 — June 20 ' October 20
T March 20 0 July 20 | November 20
T April 20 — August 20 T, December 20
_ May 20 T September 20 __ January 31
Twelfth day report preceding

{Type of Election)

election on in the State of

H_Juh; 31 Mid Year Report (Non-election Year Only)

T Termination Report

(b) Is this Report an Amendment? L YES

" Thiieth day report following the General Election on

n the State of

X no

SUMMARY
5 Covenng Penod Jan 1, 1335

through June 30, 1995

6. (a)

(b) Cash on Hand at Beginning of Reporting Period ...

(¢}  Total Receipts (from Line 19)

Cash on Hand January 1,199 _ ...

'S 29,506.01 !

'$  29,506.01

(d) Subtotal (add Lines 6(b) and 6(c) for Column A and
Lines 6(a) and 8(C) 10r ColumN B) ... e e e e

' § 29,506.01 $ 29,506.01

v i S 26,308.86 § 26,308.86 |
i Bt N |
8. Cashon Hand at Close of Reporting Period (subtract Line 7 from Line 8(d)) ... 0 $ 0 l
8. Debts and Obiigations Owed TO the Commilles s For further information contact:
10. Debts and Obiigations Owed BY the Comminies 999 E Sreet, NW
(hemize all on Schedule C AN/ SR D) oo oo $ 16,617.45 mmm
certiy v my and behef 1t is true, correct mzozm-amn 212:5“
and compleie.

Type or Print Name of Treasurer
Phillip G. Chesler

Signature of

Date i

Sept 21, 1995 |

may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of 2 U.S.C. §437g.

FEC FORM 3X

(revised 11191)
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Reports Analysis Division
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street NW
< Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W. 3 TR
Washington, D.C. 20463 ve LI

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT SENSITIVE

RAD REFERRAL:  95NF-28
DATE ACTIVATED: April 25, 1996

STAFF MEMBERS: Beth Stein
Clinett Short

SOURCE: INTERNALLY GENERATED
RESPONDENTS: Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

RELEVANT STATUTES: 2 US.C. § 434(a)(4XA)

GENERATION OF MATTER

The Office of the General Counsel received a referral from the Reports Analysis Division
("RAD") on October 4, 1995. Attachment 1. The basis for the referral is the failure of the
Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer, ("Respondents”) to timely file the
1995 Mid-Year Report.”
IL FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Based on the Factual and Legal Analysis, see Attachment 2, this Office recommends the

Commission find reason to believe Respondents violated 2 U.S.C § 434(a)(4)A)(1v).

2

While the Committee treasurer blamed the failure to timely file this report on computer
failure, he has apparently used this excuse of several previous occasions. The Committee has
subsequently failed to timely file the 1995 Year-End Report and the 1996 April Quartrly Report.

While the 1995 Year End Report was filed 23 days late and the 1996 April Quarterly Report was
filed 51 days late







1. Opena MUR.

2. Find reason to believe that the Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)}(A)(iv), and enter into conciliation prior to a
finding of probable cause to believe.

3. Approve the attached Factual and Legal Analysis, proposed conciliation agreement,
and the appropriate letter.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

L 15 /49¢ BY: ﬁ@(qw—f
/ { Lois G. Lenﬁr i
Associate General Counsel

Date

Attachments:

1. Referral Materials

2. Factual and Legal Analysis

3. Proposed Conciliation Agreement




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Populist Party of America and RAD Referral

Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer. #95NF-28 Vyulkiéﬁyc)i
CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on June 26, 1996, the
Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take the following
actions in RAD Referral #95NF-28:

1. Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe that the Populist

Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434 (a) (4) (A) (iv),
and enter into conciliation prior to a

finding of probable cause to believe.

Approve the Factual and Legal Analysis,
proposed conciliation agreement, and the
appropriate letter, as recommended in the
General Counsel's Report dated June 19, 1996.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and
Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

4-24-7¢
Date rjorie W. Emmons
Secrafary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Fri., June 21, 1996 9:25 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Fri., June 21, 1996 12:00 p.m.
Deadline for vote: Wed., June 26, 1996 4:00 p.m.

bir




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C 20463
July 1, 1996

Philip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Party of America
P.O. Box 15499

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

RE: MUR 4403
Populist Party of Amenica, and
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Chesler:

On June 26, 1996, the Federal Election Commission found that there is reason to believe
the Populist Party of America and you as treasurer, ("Committee”) violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(a)(4) AXiv) a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act™). The Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for the Commission's finding, is
attached for your information.

You may submit any factual or legal matenals that you believe are relevant to the
Commission's consideration of this matter. Please submit such matenals to the General
Counsel's Office within 15 days of your receipt of this letter. Where appropriate, statements
should be submitted under oath. In the absence of additional information, the Commission may
find probable cause to believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with concihiation.

In order to expedite the resolution of this marter, the Commission has also decided to
offer to enter into negotiations directed towards reaching a conciliation agreement in settiement
of this matter prior to a finding of probable cause to believe. Enclosed is a conciliation

If you are interested in expediting the resolution of this matter by pursuing pre-probable
cause conciliation and if you agree with the provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign
and return the agreement, along with the civil penalty, to the Commussion. In light of the fact
that conciliation negotiations, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, are limited to a
maximum of 30 days, you should respond to this notification as soon as possible.

Requests for extensions of time will not be routinely granted. Requests must be made in
writing at least five days prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause must be
demonstrated. In addition, the Office of the General Counsel ordinanly does not grant
extensions beyond 20 days.

Celebrating the Commussion s 20th Anniversan

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the Commission
by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address, and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a)X4XB) and
437g(a)12)A), unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to
be made public.

For your information, we have attached a bnef description of the Commission's
procedures for handling possible violations of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact
Clinett Short, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

e

Enclosures
Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Form
Conciliation Agreement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
FACTUAL & LEGAL ANALYSIS

RESPONDENTS: Populist Party of America and MUR: 4403
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer
This matter was generated based on information ascertained by the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission") in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory
responsibilitics. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(2).

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act,") requires that

. ads L - [P S

political committees not authorized by a candidate file reports of receipts and disbursements on

either a quarterly or monthly basis. 2 U.S.C § 434(a)(4). In a calendar year in which there is no
. ' regularly scheduled general election, polilical committees choosing to file quarterly reports shall
file a disclosure report covering the period beginning January 1 and ending June 30. This report
shall be filed no later than July 31. 2 US.C § 434(a) (4 AXiv).

The Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer, failed to timely file the
1995 Mid-Year report. The report, which disclosed $29,506 in receipts and $26, 308 in
disbursements, was not filed until September 22, 1995, 53 days late.

Therefore, there is reason to believe the Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler,
as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)}(4)(A)(iv) by failing to timely file the required disclosure

report.




Don Wassall July 15, 1996
Chairman/Director

Tom Park
Vice Chairman

Robert Blumett:

Secretary I - -
Phil Chesler ASA TS Y et
Treasurer
BHIC;:nm.r Lee Ann Elliott, Chairman
Partiamentarian  Pederal Election Commission
MEMBERS: 999 E Street, NW
e Washington, D.C. 20463
Joe Flelds
i Dear Madam:
Russ Hunt
California
John Justice I am in receipt of your letter dated July 1, 1996, stating there is reason
N| V:::“'s:‘ to believe that I mat have violated 2 U.S.C. Section 434 (a) (4) (A) (iv)
B Now jarsey . Of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended.
A Jef! Wilkerson
! T, Unfortunatley, I do not have a copy of the law as enacted by Congress, nor
do I have a copy of the subsequent amendments and regulations. However,
¥ I feel safe in saying that there is same provision for extenuating circum-
3 stances included in the law and regulations.
As I recall, I was appointed Treasurer of the Populist Party of America
in either October or November 1988. Fram that time until June 1995 many
~3 reports were filed with the Commission and if my memory serves me correct,
not one other report was ever filed late! With a timely filed record for
< the past several years, the question tien should be why was this one report
late.
-

- Accordingly, I submit copies of my correspondence with the Commission

representatives explaining the problem. I am not a Camputer Programer,
o nor am I a Camputer Hardware Specialist. Like most camputer users, I

am at the mercy of the Hardware Mamfacturers and Softwear Programers.

(See letter from Robert Wehmer attached.) Unfortunately, I haven't the
financial resources to keep duplicate softwear and hardware on a standby
basis for just such circumstances.

is my personal opinion that the provision in the law providing for waiving
penalties and fines for extenuating circumstances should be applied in

ol

"g‘;’ After about five weeks of computer nightmares, I was able to start re-

e 4 == entering data again on a regular basis. I then filed the report with a
St , o cover letter dated September 22, 1995, (see copy of letter attached)
ER showing that I would have to amend the report as I was still having problems.
Zhth, . —
‘é"%ﬁj’ At no time have I deliberately disregarded the law or regqulations. It
- —~t

2 e~

: =3
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this instant situation.

At the September 1995 meeting of the Executive Cammittee, the Committee
voted to suspend operations immediately due to lack of financial resourses.
For verification, see the enclosed report for the period beginning

April 1, 1996 and ending June 30, 1996, which has already been filed

with the Cammission.

Accordingly, it is requested that the above circumstances be considered
and that any fines that could be levied, be waived.

If you have any question concerning the above, please feel free to contact
me at your convenience.

Sincerely,




Executive
Committee
OffTicers:
Don Wassall

Chairman

Jeff Wilkerson

Vice Chairman

Robert Blumetti

Secretary

Phil Chesler

Treasurer

Bill Chandler

Parliamentarian

Members:
qHoward Fields

Colorado

~John Justice

Illinois

—Tom Parker

Texas

“Harry Schmidt

\Qv

Washington State
ictor Sestokas
New Jersey

The Populist I
O

& wE IS

" NATI@NAL COMMTEE

P.O. Box 15499, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

September 5, 1995

Mr. John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street NW
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr. Gibson:

| am in receipt of your letter dated August 17, 1395 concerning ihe
semi annual report of the Populist Party of America which was due
July 31, 1995,

On August 3rd | called and spoke with a Mr. Neil Evans, because Mr. Ryan
was on vacation. At the time | explained to Mr. Evans that my computer
had gone down on July 25. | did not know the extent of the problem when
| talked to him because the computer was still down.

All data for the Populist Party for 1995 was lost along with an unknown
number of clients. At the moment, | have reconstructed the data for the
Party thru April 13 and continue to work on the records.

| expect it will take another ten days to two weeks before | have the re-
port finished. Accordingly, | ask for your continued patience Iin this

sler, Treasurer

ard D. Ryan

Phone: (412) 443-7300 Fedéfal Election Commission
800-860-7675 . Don Wassall, Chairman
Fax: (412) 443-4240 Populist Party of America
Message Line: 900-990-

S085, Ext. 426

|lAmeﬂCa Hrst.'
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Executive

Committee

OffTicers:

Don Wassall
Chairman

Jeff Wilkerson
Vice Chairman

Robert Blumetti
Secretary

Phil Chesler
Treasurer

Bill Chandler
Parliamentarian

‘Members:

Howard Fields

" Colorado

John Justice

" lllinois

Jom Parker
Texas

“Harry Schmidt
Washington State

Victor Sestokas

\fvawlauzy

T

Monthly Newspaper:
\LM Populist Observer

Adonthly Bulletin:
The Populist Insider

Phone: (412) 443-7300
800-860-7675
Fax: (412) 443-4240
Message Line: 900-990-
SO8S,Ext. 426

P.O. Box 15499, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

September 22, 1995

Mr. Edward D. Ryan

Reports Analysis Division
Federal Eelction Commission
999 E. Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Ryan:

Per our telephone conversation of September 12,enclosed herewith
please find the Populist Party of America report for the period
beginning January 1, 1995 and ending June 30, 1995.

As | have previously stated, the reason this report is late is
due to the fact that all 1995 data on the computer was lost and
! had to reconstruct it. Unfortunately, | am still having
computer program problems. As a result, | do not currently have
the data for individuzl contributors. As soon as | have this
data available, | will file an amended report for the afore-
mentioned period.

| apologize for the lateness of this report.

ely yours,

//L.MQ\— Lo ——

. Chesler, Tre

illip urer

enc.

cc: Donald B. Wassall, Chairman
Populist Party of America




Willow Springs, MO 65793

July 15, 1996

Lee Ann Elliott, Chairman
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street NW

Washington, DC 20463

Dear Ms. Elliott:

On July 25, 1995, I was contacted by Philip Chesler regarding
difficulties he was having with his computer.

I determined the problem was in the program he was using, which was
custom written in the C++ language. Lacking software to attempt to
correct the problem I called the custom programmer who originally wrote
the program. He informed me he was no longer programming for small
business and individual clients and did not have the time or interest to
help us.

We next contacted Microbase Systems in Mountain Grove, Missouri, and a
programmer there attempted to disassemble the program. He determined
that the original programmer had not created a large enough database to
hold Mr. Chesler's client information, and because of this the program
had overwritten it's database and corrupted the data. The only solution
he could offer was to start over with a backup program and re-enter all
the data.

I re-installed the program and Mr. Chesler began re-entering the data.
Over the course of the next two months, I was called to Mr. Chesler's
office on several occasions to discover that the program had failed
again. We finally determined that, in addition to software problems, he
also had hardware problems which necessitated the purchase and
installation of a new hard drive.

Finally, in early September, 1996, Mr. Chessler was able to begin using
the program.

Feel free to contact me at my office (417) 469-3121, or home (417)
469-4287, if you have any questions or I can be of further service in
this matter.

Sincerely,




Post Office Baox 15499

Q00 214098

CITY, STATE and 2P CODE

S.G This committee qualified as a multicandidate
committee DURING THIS Reporiing Period on

Pittsburgh, PA. 15237 _(daw).
4. TYPE OF REPORT
(a)[ ] Apri 15 Quarterty Repon Monthly Report Due On:

O February20 [] June20 [0 October 20
mmﬁww O March 20 O Juiy20 [0 November 20

O Apnil20 [0 August20 [ December 20
[[]October 15 Quarterly Report 0O May20 [] September20 [ January 31
DJwaryatYolEthpon E]T«a!ﬂ!daympoﬂmtcedng

(Type of Election)

[Juuty 31 Mid Year Report (Non-election Year Only) election on in the State of

D Thirtieth day report following the General Election an

(b) Is this Report an Amendment? DYES l:]no

in the State of

5. Covering Peniod

SUMMARY
April 1, 1996

June 30, 1996

6. (@)

Cash on Hand January 1, 19_96

Thig Period

Calendar Year-0-Date

and compiete. =

(o) Cash on Hand at Beginning of Reporting Period $ 21.50

(€)  Total RECHDLS (OM Lin® 19 ... ——oeoeeeoeemeeseessoeecsmscerscoeoersiaseens $ it $ =

(d) Subtotal (add Lines 6(b) and 6(c) for Column A and
7.  Total Disbursements (oM LIN® 30 .ooeeeeeeeeeeeeee: e soemreceemscrmsrmerassssasesssnnas o s 12.10 $ 37.03
8. Cash on Hand at Close of Reporting Period (subtract Line 7 from Line 6(d)) ..... $ 9.40 $ 9.4C
8. Debts and Obligations Owed TO the Commities further

{memize all on Schedule C andfor Schedule D) $ - F’wan:*m-mm
10.  Debis and Obligations Owed BY the Commiliee 999 € Strest, NW

~ (memiZe all on Scheduls C andfor Schedule D) 311.000.00 | Washingion, OC 20463

"Dest of my knowledge and beker 1t 1S true, correct ‘:d':;m

. emonecus, or incompiste information may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of 2 US.C. §437g.

FEC FORM 32X
(rovised 1/1:91)

e
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—_Populist Party of Mmerica

12.
13.
14,
15
16.
17.
18.
19.

21.

29. Other Disbursements ...

L Receipts

. Contnbutions (other than loans) From:

a.  IndividualPersons Other Than Political Commitiees
i. hemized (use Schedule A).

[TRY - O————

ii. Total .. . (add i and il) >
b. Political Party Committees .
c. Other Political Committees (such as PACs)
d. Total Contributions (add a i, b and ¢) >
Transters From Affiliated/Other Party Committees E—
Loan Repayments F!ecanred ............
OﬂsatsTOOperaquxpeneres(Hm Rebates, efc.)
Refunds of Contnibutions Made to Federal Candidates and Other Poiitical Committees............
Other Federal Receipts (Dividends, interest, etc.)
Transfers from Nonfederal Account for Joint Activity
Total Recespts ... rverenesanesennenenssenenessenees (@00 11d, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18) >
TotalFederalHocmpts ....................................................... (subtract line 18 from line 19) >

Operating Expenditures:
a ShamdFedmaﬂNonFedmaquy(hunSdﬂhM)

1. Federal Share ... o R S e A s

. MnFederaiShare i
b. mwowmam
c.  Total Operating Expenditures ........ (add ai,aii, and b) >
Transfers to Affiiated/Other Party Commitiees
Contributions to Federal Candidates/Committees and Other Political Committees ...............
independent Expenditures (use Schedule E)
Cwﬂdexp«WasMadebwaCmﬂhu(ZUSC“!ﬂdmdemﬂ
Loan Repayments Made ...
Loans Made ..
Reiundsomeu'hmTo
a  Individuals Perscns Other Than Political Commitiees
b. Poiitical Party Committees .........
c.  Other Poiitical Committees (such as PACs)
d.  Total Contribution Refunds {add a, b and ¢) >

30. Total Disbursements..............coo.vuueerrmerene -.(add 21¢, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28d, and 29) >

Total Federal Disbursements ...... (subtract fine 21 a i from fine 30) >

I Net Contributions/Operating Expenciitures

Total Contributions (other than loans)(from ine 11d)

Total Contribution Refunds (from line 28d)

Net Contributions (other than loans)(subtract line 33 from 32)

Total Federal Operating Expenditures (add 21 ai and 21 b) »

Oftsets 1o Operating Expenditures (from fine 15)

12.10

317.03

37.03

37.03

37.03

12.10
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FOR LINF NUMBER

b |

Any information copied from such Reports and Swtements mey not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions or far commercial
purposes, other then using the name and addrass of eny political committes to solicit comributions from such committee.

NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Full)

Populist Party of America

. Full Name, Mailing Address snd ZIP Cade
Great Southern Savings Bank
pPost Office Box 9009
springfield, Mo. 65807

Purpose of Disbursesment

Bank Charges

Disbursement for: L_l Primary
] Other (specity)

Date (month
day, year)

04-30-96

Amoum of Each
Disbursement Thig Period

4.02

. Full Name, Mailing Address snd ZIP Code
Grear Southern Savings Bank
Post Office Bax 9009
Springfield, Mo. 65807

Purpose of Disbursement

Disbursement for: Primary
T] Other (specify)

Date (month,
day, year)

05-31-96

Amoum of Each
Disbursement This Period

4.63

. Full Neme, Mailing Addrem and ZIP Code
Great Southern Savings Bank
Post Office Box 9009
Springfield, Mo. 65807

Purcose ¢! Disburtement

Bank Charges

Disbursement for: [__lPrirn-rv
Other (specify)

Data (month,
dey, year)

06-30-96

Amount of Egch
Disbursement This Periog

4.05

. Full Nama, Mailing Address and ZIP Code

Purpose of Disbursement

Disbursement for: L_[anarv
Onher (specify)

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of Each
Disbursement This Perioc

. Full Name, Mailing Address and ZIP Code

Purpose of Disbursement

Disbursement for: DPﬁm.ry
Other (specity)

Cate (month,
day, year)

Amount of Each
Disbursement This Perio:

. Full Name, Masiling Address and ZIP Code

Purpose of Disbursement

Disbursement for: I IP’M
|| Other tspecity)

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of Esch
Disbursement This Perio

. Full Nama, Mis'." g Address snd ZIP Code

Purpose of Disbursement

Disbursement fcr:u Primary
_] Other (specify)

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of Esch
Disbursement Thisg Peric

. Full Name, Mailing Address and ZIP Code

Purpose of Disbursement

Date {month,
day, yesr)

Amount of Each
Disbursement This Perio

I. Full Name, Mailing Address snd ZIP Cods

Amoum of Esch
Disbursement This Peric

SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional)

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only)




for sech numbered line)
A. Full Ngme, Sailing Addres snd Z1P Code of Losn Source Original Amount Cumuistive Paymaent | Balance Outstanding s
of Loan To Date Clom of This Peried

Mr. and Mrs. John Justice
801 South 55th Street 10,000.00 500.00 9,500.00

- T T N L e—

Terrms:  Dute Incurred OamDam-— . interest Rate %(spr) 0 Secured
Uist AN Endarsers or Guarentors (if any) to item A PECRR, ol g
1. Full Neme, Mailing Address and ZIP Code Name of Employer T
mo R
' R L B
Occupation »
Amount Guarsnteed Outstanding:
S
2. Full Name, Mailing Address and ZIP Code Name of Emplover
Occupation
Amount Guarsntesd Outstanding:
== = = T '
o 3. Full Neme, Meiling Address and ZIP Code Name of Employer
C Occupestion
™
Amount Guarantesd Outstanding:
-
8. Full Neme, Mailing Address snd ZIP Code of Loan Source Original Amount Cumuistive Psyment | Balance Outstanding st
O of Loan To Date Close of This Peried
N Donald B. Wassall 5,000.00 2,000.00 | 3,000.00
~ Post Office Box 15499 |
- Blactio AR S seiir ChaS toscity): (
TYerms: Oswincurred . DeteDue———————  Inmmrest Rate %lapr) 0 Secured
L List All Endorsers or Gusrantors (if sny) to hem 8 h;‘;."_.lﬁr.m“ ‘fm.':‘-‘
O 1. Full Name, Mailing Address and ZIP Code | Name of Emoioyer o i B :
Tt
9, - B>
&1V,

Amount Guarsnteed Quistanding:

2. Full Name, Mailing Address and ZIP Cods u-:ooi Emplover :
Occupstion i
Amount Gusrantsed Outstanding
3. Full Nesme, Mailing Address end ZIP Code u-%um-
Occupstion

SUBTOTALS This Period This Page (@Bonel) . . - - - . - -« o onenencnneonnnenenmeenaeae s, 12,500.00

TOTALS This Period fisst page in this Bne anly) . . . . . T R VDRSNS, . =, .. & x n 4 5 i 12,500.00

Carry cutssidirn balenos caly to LINE 3, Scheduls O, fos this line. It no Bohsduie D, corry Torwend 1o spproprius lins o Senamery.

G g




ekl e i e , £ ) :
P o i ie. ol Excluding Loans for each numbered line)

of Committes {in Pull) Outstanding Amount Payment Outstanding
Balance Beginning Incurred This Belanee at Close
Populist Party of America This Period This Period Period of This Poriod
. Full Neme, Malling Addren snd Zip Code of Debror or Creditor
Michael Collins Piper g
300 Indegendence Averue, SE 1,500.00* 1,500.00%
Washington, DC
Nature of Debt (Purpase): : e‘t—l‘;.-}- ik
: T
8. Full Name, Mailing Address and Zip Code of Debtor or Creditor
*IN DISPUTE t
Nature of Debt (Purposs): N B AGE et v
: NI Tiipled
C. Full Name, Mailing Address snd Zip Cods of Debtor or Creditor
{
o !
c
N‘;{un of Debt (Purpose): -'-: 3
z h
D. Fuil Name, Mailing Address and Zip Code of Debtor or Creditor
O
M3 ‘
: | r
Wature of Debt (Purposs): § “t; na“ : :‘"Lg‘-% o
M o TR ISR o s
E. Full Name, Mailing Address and Zip Code of Debror or Creditor |
\{'\
|
On
l |
Nature of Debt (Purpose): # : . ,”‘ g{g,ﬂ'} |
F. Full Neme, Mailing Address and Zip Code of Debtor or Creditor i
Neture of Debt (Purposs):
1) SUBTOTALS This Pariod This Page fotionel) . . . . . . . . . . ... oo e e e et es
2) TOTAL This Period (lest Dage thS BR@ OmY) . . . - « - . o o oo o oo o e et e e e
3) TOTAL OUTSTANDING LOANS from Schaghsle C (Mst0age oniy). . . . . . ... ......... ... ... ........ 12,500.00
4) ADD 2) and 3) and cawry forwerd 1o sppropriate line of Summery Page (lastpsgeonly) . . . . . . .. ... oot 14, £
.._.__——:“. " ,“‘:_..r_-. - = i




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of m

The Populist Party of America MUR 4403
and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

BACKGROUND

On June 26, 1996, the Commission found reason to believe the Populist Party of
America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer, had violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)XAXiv) by
failing to timely file the 1995 Mid-Year report.  The report, which disclosed $29,506 in
receipts and $26,308 in disbursements, was not filed until September 22, 1995, 53 days
late. At that time, the Commission offcred to enter into pre-probable cause conciliation
with the respondents and approved a conctliation agreement with a civil penalty

in settlement of the violation '
On July 15, 1996, this Office received the Committee’s response, which restated

the Committee's response to the Reports Analysis Division that the 1995

Mid-Year report, as well as other reports, were late due to computer problems.

Attachment 1. The response also stated that, as of September 1995, the Committee had
voted to suspend its operation due to its financial problems. However, the committee has
not filed a request to terminate. The Commuttee’s financial problems appear to stem

from a lawsuit with its previous attomey, and the treasurer indicated that the Committee

! Because the Committee’s two subsequent reports were also filed late, this Office

recommended pursuing the violation rather than taking no further action.




was not interested in termination because they have significant debt and they plan to

become active again upon the settlement of the litigation with their attomey.




For these reasons this Office recommends the Commission reject respondents’ counter-
offer and approve the attached conciliation agreement
If respondents fail to accept this offer within ten days, this Office will proceed to

the next stage of the enforcement process.

Il Recommendations

1. Reject the counter-offer of the Populist Party of America and Philip G.
Chesler, as treasurer.

2. Approve the attached conciliation agreement as the Commission’s final pre-
probable cause offer, and approve the appropnate letter.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Assocmtc General Counsel

Attachments

1. Response of Populist Party of Amenca
2 Respondents’ counter-offer dated 7/29/96
3. Proposed Conciliation Agreement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON Do fidn b

LAWRENCE M. NOBLE
GENERAL COUNSEL

MARJORIE W. EMMONS/ LISA R. DAVI@
COMMISSION SECRETARY
AUGUST 23, 1996

MUR 4403 - GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
DATED AUGUST 20, 1996.

The above-captioned document was circulated to the Commission
on: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1996 at 11:00 a.m.

Objection(s) have been received from the Commissioner(s) as
indicated by the name(s) checked below:

Commissioner Aikens
Commussioner Elliott
Commissioner McDonald
Commissioner McGarry
Commussioner Potter

Commissioner Thomas XXX

This matter will be placed on the meeting agenda for:
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1996

Please notify us who will represent your Division before the Commission
on this matter. Thank You!




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

The Populist Party of America and
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session on
September 10, 1996, do hereby certify that the Commission
decided by a vote of 4-0 to reject the recommendations
in the General Counsel's August 20, 1996 report, and
instead accept the counter-offer of the Populist Party
of America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer, and a

civil penalty in the amount of $250.00.

Commissioners Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and Thomas
voted affirmatively for the decision. Commissioner

Aikens was not present.

Q-1 - 96

Marjorie W. Emmons
etary of the Commission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2046}

September 13, 199¢

Philip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Party of America
P.O. Box 15499
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
RE: MUR 4403
Populist Party of America, and

Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer
Dear Mr. Chesler:

This letter is to advise you that on September 12, 1996, the Federal Election Commission
voted to accept your civil penalty offer of $250 submitted on July 31, 1996, Enclosed for your
C signature is a conciliation agreement incorporating this change.

Please sign the enclosed agreement and return to the Federal Flection Commission,
Office of General Counsel, 999 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463, as soon as possible.

If you have any further questions, please contact me at (202) 219-3690.

- Sincerely,
1, 7 S
/Vt/’ /’ Vi
-
Clinett Shont

Paralegal

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement

Celebrating the Commission’s 20th Anniversary

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED



S el

®PULIST PARYY
NATIONAL COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 15499, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

44 :’
9
Rl i ELE]

(421307

September 30, 1996 mlL& qqos

5“‘“‘:;'” Miss Clinett Short
iy X Federal Election Caommission
D 999 E Street NW

Don Wassall :
Chairman Wash ngton, D.C. 20463

Jeff Wilkerson
Vice Chairman

Rsemzq - Enclosed herewith is the signature page of our Conciliation Agree-

Phil Ches) ment per your telephone request.

Bg‘mw"“ I am sorry circumstances prevented me fram getting this in the

Parliamentarian mail on Friday as pramised.

Nhuw
9 40 30
SINHO

13¢
AELE]
NOIS
%0119373

w.mestl €

Dear Miss Short:

Members: If you have ary other questions, or if I can be of further assist-
Howard Fields anoe in this mattep, please advise.

Colorado \
John Justice 51-17 Yo oo
Hlinois
Tom Parker

Sene | n{gl ;.e é"*
Harry Schmidt ) ip.G.

Washington State - Populist Party of Amerlca
Victor Sestokas
New Jersey

Monthly Newspaper:
The Populist Observer

Monthly Bulletin:
The Populist Insider

Phone: (412) 443-7300

800-860-7675
Fax: (412) 4434240
Message Line: 900-990-
5085, Ext. 426

“"America First"




In the Matter of

Populist Party of America, and
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTION
COMMISSION
SECRETARIAT
BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Oer 39 ug i '%

SENSITIVE

MUR 4403

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I BACKGROUND

Attached 1s a conciliation agreement which has been signed by Philip G. Chesler, the

treasurer of the Populist Party of America.' The attached agreement contains no changes from

the agreement approved by the Commission on September 12, 1996. A check for the civil

penalty has not vet been received. This Office recommends the Commission accept the

conciliation agreement and close the file in this matter.

I RECOMMENDATIONS

19

V]

Date

Accept the attached conciliation agreement with the Populist Party of America,
and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

Approve the appropriate letters.

Close the file.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

/s =39

Lois G. Legher
Associate General Counsel

* The attached conciliation agreement contains a faxed signature page. Respondents have
represented that they have placed an onginal signed agreement in the mail to the Commission.




Attachment
1. Conciliation Agreement

Staff Assigned: Beth Stein
Clinett Short
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Populist Party of America, and MUR 4403

Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer.

Nt Nt st ot

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on October 8, 1996, the
Commission decided by a vote of 4-0 to take the following
actions in MUR 4403:

1 Accept the conciliation agreement with the

Populist Party of America, and Philip G.
Chesler, as treasurer, as recommended in the
General Counsel's Report dated October 3,
1996.

2. Approve the appropriate letters, as

recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated October 3, 1996.

2 Close the file.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McGarry, and Thomas voted
affirmatively for the decision; Commissioner McDonald did not

cast a vote.

Attest:

[0-9-26

Date

Marjorie W. E

ecretary of the Commission

[,

Received in the Secretariat: Thurs., Oct. 03, 1996 9:46 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Thurs., Oct. 03, 1996 11:00 a.m.
Deadline for vote: Tues., Oct. 08, 1996 4:00 p.m.

1rd




Philip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Party of America
P.O. Box 321

Dear Mr. Chesler:

public record.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Willow Springs, MO 65793

On October 9, 1996, the Federal Election Commission accepted the signed conciliation
agreement submitted on your behalf in settlement of a violation of 2 U S.C. § 434(a)(4)A), a

N provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). Accordingly,
the file has been closed in this matter.

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. § 437¢(aX 12) no longer apply and this matter
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record within
30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote. If you

M2 wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon
as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record before receiving your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added 10 the public record upon receipt.

Information denived in connection with any conciliation attempt will not become public
without the written consent of the respondent and the Commission. See 2 U.S.C.
o § 437g(a)4XB). The enclosed conciliation agreement, however, will become a part of the

October 11, 1998

MUR 4403
Populist Party of Amenca, and
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer

RE:

Celebrating the Commussion s 20th Ananersan

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




Enclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed oonclluhon agreement for your files,
Please note that the civil penalty is due within 30 days of the conciliation agreement's effective
date. If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Clinett Short
Paralegal

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 4403
The Populist Party of America and )
Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer )
CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission ("Commission”), pursuant
to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.
The Commission found reason to believe that the Populist Party of American and Philip G.
Chesler as treasurer ("Respondents”) violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)4XAXiv).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having participated in
informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree
as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter of this
proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 US.C.

§ 437g(a)}4XAX1).
1. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should

be taken in this matter.

II. Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement with the Commission.

IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

1. The Populist Party of America is a political committee within the meaning of
2US.C. §431(4).

2. Philip G. Chesler is the treasurer of the Populist Party of America.




3 The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™), requires that
political committees, not authorized by a candidate, file reports of receipts and disbursements on
cither a quarterly or monthly basis. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)4). In a calendar year in whlz:ﬁere is no
regularly scheduled general election, political committees choosing to file quarterly reports shall
file a disclosure report cavering the peniod beginning January | and ending June 30. This report
shall be filed no later than July 31. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)X4)XAXiv).

4. Respondents failed to file the 1995 Mid-Year report, disclosing $29,506 in receipts
and $26,308 in disbursements, and covering the period from January 1, 1995 to June 30, 1995,
until September 22, 1995, 53 days late.

V. The Populist Party of America and Philip G. Chesler, as treasurer, failed to timely file
the 1995 Mid-Year Report in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)4)XAXiv),

V1. Respondent will pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commission in the

amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXSXA).

VII. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a) 1) conceming the matters at issue herein or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any
requizernent thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United
States District Court for the District of Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.




1X. Respondents shall have no more than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and implement the roquircments contained in this agreement and (o so
notify the Commission.

X. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the panties on
the matters raised herein, and no other statement, promisc, or agrcement, either written or oral,
made by either party or by agents of cither party, that is not containcd in this written agreement
sha!l be enforceahle

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Lawrence M. Noble
Genora! Counsel

v e )1 [%

Lois G. Lerner Date

Associate General Counsel

'FOR T[E RESPONDENTS:

o ,/'] // / b3
/‘ \\l _1. é] / \/”_ Q( . ,//1/
k,Ph.l'lpG Ghu: Ier Date
Treasurer
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 20468

Date: nijj 9

V/ Microfilm
Public Records

Press

o

THE ATTACHED MATERIAL IS BEING ADDED TO CLOSED MUR ‘fﬁﬂi
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POPULIST PARTY

NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Executive

Committee

OfTicers:

Don Wassall
Chairman

Jeff Wilkerson
Vice Chairman

Robert Blumetti
Secretary

Phil Chesler
Treasurer

Bill Chandler
Parliamentarian

Members:

Howard Fields
Colorado

John Justice
Hllinois

Tom Parker
Texas

Harry Schmidt
Washinglon State

Victor Sestokas
New Jersey

Monthly Newspaper:
The Populist Observer

Monthly Bulletin:
The Populist Insider

Phone: (412) 443-7300

800-860-7675
Fax: (412) 4434240
Message Line: 900-990-
5085, Ext. 426

P.O. Box 15499, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

November 6, 1996
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Miss Clinett Short

Federal Election Cammission
999 E Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20463

4
N

® Hizog 7] a0y

Dear Miss Short:

Enclosed herewith is my check numbered 5775 made payable to the
Federal Election Commission in the amount of $250.00 which is the
amount agreed to in MUR 4403 Conciliation Agreement dated October
11, 1996.

Please send me an official receipt showing payment in full as per
said agreement dated October 11, 1996 for my file.

Sincerely 3
7

/J ;‘ / ft }. //r(' 5 e
phﬁhg G‘.Ml"é‘r"f“rrﬁer
Populist Party of America

enc.

“America First”




PHILLIP G. CHESLER o7
ACCOUNTANT
417-460-2224

WILLOW SPRINGS, MO 65793

TULST O - BLUR ATV

MISSOURI SOUTHERN BANK

1319 N PORTER WAGONER BLVD

WEST PLAINS MISSOURI 85775

v. .
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 138wy dy '%

WASHINGTON, D.C 20461}

November 12, 1996

TWO WAY MEMORANDUM
TO: OGC Docket

FROM: Rosa E. Swinton Leslie D. Brown
Accounting Technician Disbursing Technician

SUBJECT: Account Determination for Funds Received

We recently received a check from Phillip G. Chesler, check number
5775, dated November 4, 1996, for the amount of $250.00. A copy of the
check and any correspondence is being forwarded. Please indicate below which
account the funds should be deposited and give the MUR/Case number and
name associated with the deposit.

e s e e S e & 3 - T T T

TO: Rosa E. Swinton Leslie D. Brown
Accounting Technician Disbursing Technician

FROM:  OGC Docket Bq oQ
SUBJECT: Disposition of Funds Received

In reference to the above check in the amount of &QﬁO_QQ_ the
MUR/Case number is and in the name of
K i ___. Plac e this deposit in the
account indicated belSw:

___ Budget Clearing Account (OGC), 95F3875.16

i Civil Penalties Account, 95-1099.160
___ Other:

Caxonden 11-13-Q6

Signature Date

Celebrating the (ommussion s 2th Annnversary

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




