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In the Matter of)

Weygand Committee )~~k~~~

Robert Weygand. Candidate

COMPLAINT

NOW COMES, Richard E Wild, Republican Congressional Candidate, Rhode Island
District 2. of 70 Brandon Road, Cranston, RI 02910 to file this Complaint pursuant to 2
U SC. 437g (a) (1) and I11 CF R 111 4 against Robert Weygand of 95 Glen Hill Drive,
North Kingstowni, RI 02874 and the Weygand Committee of 235 Promenade Street,
Providence, RI 02908

VIOLATIONS

Robert Weygand was and is a candidate for Federal Office pursuant to the provisions
CC' of 2 U S C 431 (2) and as a result of that status has violated the Federal Election Campaign

Act of 1971, as amended, by h Is failure to timely file a Statement of Candidacy as required
by 2 U S C 432 (e) (1). a timely Statement of Organization required by 2 U S C. 433 (a) and
failure to timely file a mid-year FEC report as required by 2 U S C 434 (a) (2)

FACTS

Richard E Wild, pursuant to the provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1q)71, as amended (the "Act"), does hearby state the follo%%ing facts

In November of lQq4. Robert Weyeand %kas re-elected to the post of
Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island for a four-v ,ear term

2By evidence of the year-end Federal Election Commission ("FEC") report filed
January- 3 1. 1Q96, Wevgand began collecting campaign contributions for election to federal
office as early as March 2. 1 QQ*5

By evidence of the \ ear-end FEC report filed Januar\ ', 1 1996, Weygand
ratsed o~ er S5000 as of April 3. IQQ5

4 Inquiries to the Federal Election Commission re'.eal that Weyeand never filed a
Statement of ('andidac\ by- April 1S. 114-5

Inquiries to the Federal Election Commission re\ cal that the Wey'gand
(Committee ne\ er filed a Statement of Oruanizationi h-, April 2S



6. Weygand filed a Statement of Candidacy on October 26, 1995.

7 By evidence of the year-end FEC report filed January 31, 1996, from March 2,
1995 until October 26, 1995, the date Weygand filed his Statement of Candidacy, he raised
over S28,000 in campaign contributions and had expenditures of over $28,000.

8. Inquiries to the Federal Election Commission reveal that Weygand never
formed an exploratory campaign committee for purposes of "testing the waters."

9 Inquires to the Federal Election Commission reveal that the Weygand
Committee never filed a mid-year FEC report during 1995

10 On June 4, 1995, an article entitled Weygand leads pack eying Reed Heat by M.
Charles Bakst was printed in the Sunday edition of the Providence Journal-Bulletin. See
Exhibit A.

11. In the Journal -Bulletin article, reporter Bakst asked Fran Weygand, wife of Lt.
Gov. Weygand if her husband was running for Congress Response "Yes, he is He
certainly is. We certainly are " See Exhibit A

12. In the Journal-Bulletin article, Weygand declares he is looking to move from
his home in East Providence. RI in the First Congressional District to a home in the Second
Congressional District. See Exhibits A & B.

13 By evidence of Mr. Weygand's Statement of Candidacy, dated October 26,
1995, his new address is 95 Glen Hill Drive, North Kingstown. RI 02852 (later corrected to
02874). See Exhibits C & D

DISCUSSION OF LAW

Determination of Candidacy

Under U S C 431 (2). an individual becomes a candidate for federal office when the
individual or authonzed committee receive over S5.000 in contributions or make over $5,000
in expenditures Mr Weygand's contributions wvent over $5,000 in April. 1()95 Mr.
Wevgand was a candidate for federal office in April and should have complied with FEC
filing and reporting requirements

An exception to FEC filing and reporting requirements is the "testing the waters"
exception If an individual wA.ants to explore the feasibilitv of a candidac\-, he or she may
conduct activities. including fund-raising that w~ill not triewer candidate status under the Act
However, the Federal Election Commission has stated that "the regulations seek to draw a
distinction between activities directed to an evaluation of the feasibilitx- of one's candidacy, as
disting~uished from conduct signify-ing_ that a priv ate decision to become a candidate has been
made " Advisory Opinion 11)82-3 The intentions of the potential candidate are all important
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There are several indications that Mr. Weygand was not "testing the waters" but he

made a private decision to run for Congress as early as March of 1995 or before. Under the
Code of Federal Regulations 100.7 (b) (1), active campaigning is suggested when (I) activity
is conducted over an extensive period of time and (2) an individual raises more money than is
reasonably necessary for testing the waters which is used as seed money for the campaign.
Active campaigning is suggested when sitting Lieutenant Governor Weygand raised and spent
over $28,000 from March to October of 1995

A private decision to run is also suggested when Mr Weygand both states his intent to
move into the district and his wife declares his candidacy in a newspaper article from June of
1995. The facts clearly imply the campaign was running as of April, 1995 and the law
dictated registration and reporting. Mr. Weygand simply did not comply with FEC law, not
even to set up an exploratory committee, because it would have been unseemly to do so just
after taking the oath of office for a four-year term as Lieutenant Governor.

Mr. Weygand is the first person to have been elected to a four-year term as Lieutenant
Governor under a recent statewide referendum constitutionally changing the terms for general
office holders It Is also the only Rhode Island state post that has no constitutional succession
provision, A private decision to run had been made and then concealed for political
purposes so as to not lose faith with the voters for appearing to run for federal office so soon
after getting elected to the state post- Accordingly, the motive for Mr. Weygand for
concealing his candidacy is well established.

Statement of Candidacy

Mr Weygand's fundraising went over $5,000 in April, 1995, but he failed to file under
the provisions of 2 U- SC 432 (e) until October. 1995 Weygand should have filed within 15
days after he reached the $5,000 threshold and is in violation of the Act.

Statement o1' Organization

Under 2 U S C 433 (a). a principal campaign committee has 10 days to file a
Statement of Organization after the candidate files his Statement of Candidacy. This statement
should have been filed in April. 19)(5 when WVeviand became a candidate and hence another
violation of the Act

Mid-Year Report

Candidates are required to submit a mid-year report to the Federal Election
Commission under 2 U S C 434 1 a) 2) by. Jul. 3 1 As a candidate in April, 1()95, Mr.
Weygand should have filed a mid-year report detailing contributions and expenditures and is
,n .-iolation of the Act
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

Therefore, Richard E. Wild respectfully requests, that the Federal Election Commission
investigate these violations and find the following conclusions of law as appropriate:

(1I) Robert Weygand was a candidate for federal office in April of 1995 pursuant to
the provisions of 2 U S.C 431 (2).

()Robert Weygand has violated the filing requirements of 2 U-S C. 432 (e), and
through his committee the requirements of 2 U S C 433 (a) and 434 (a) (2).

Therefore, Richard E. Wild further requests that the Federal Election Commission
assess all appropriate penalties for said violation of the above provisions in accordance with 2
U S.C 437g (a) (5) (A) or (B). Specifically, penalties should be assessed to Mr. Weygand for
knowingly and willfully violating the Act

The above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information
and belief

Respectfully submitted,

Subscribed and sworn before me this day of 4 e1996

V

My Commission expires
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Exhibit A
Providence Journal-Bulletin
June 4, 1995
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(7nngrewmional diantricts
Territory In first cong. ilnel dia-

tnict.
Territory in aeco congreaaicnal

district
Time of etion of' repreisentatives

in conre
Time of election of senators
Manner or voting - Election by

plurality
New election in alwoie of' plural-

ity

"VC1ION.
174-8. Special election to fill vacancy in

office of rppr5sis ttive iii
14-.Special Api'tlo to nil seniatoriz ii

vacancy - Temporary ap-
pointmnent.

17-4-10. Presidential electors . Time and
manner of voting - Election
by plurality.

17-4-11. Meeting of exler -- Varancie'a.
17-4-12 Atternance of governor and were-

tary of state - Ceiifcatee ire-
quired by federal law.

17-4-1. Congressional districts. - The state shall be divided
into two (2) districts for the election of representatives in the con-
gress of the United States, to he called respectively the first congres-
sional district and the second congressional district, and the electors

residing in each of the districts who are qualified to vote for general
officers shall be entitled, at tile times and places and in the manner
hereinafter and by law provided, to elect a representative in the
congress of the United States for the distr-ict in which they reside.

History of Section.

0 1; PL 1912. ch 776. 0 1; G L. 192.1. Ch is1,

1 1; iwrpl- am F'L. 19.32. ch-I. 1. 1; 0 L.
1938ch 322.0 1 0L 19M6.1 17-3-; GL.
1966. 11174-1. P-L 1968. chi. 18. 1 1

17-4-2. Territory in first congressional district. - The first

district shall consist and be composed of the territory embraced
within the towns of Middletown, Portsmouth, Tiverton, Little
Compton, Jamestown. Barrington, Warren, Bristol, Cumberland,
Smithfield, North Smithfield, North Providence, Lincoln, and
Burrillville and the cities of Newport, East Providence, Pawtucket,
Central Falls, Woonsocket, and that territory in the city of Provi-
dence embraced within a tine beginning at the point where the ce~n-

ter line of Smith Street crosse the Providence-North Providence
boundary line, thence southeasterly on Smith Street to Eaton Street,

thence easterly on Eaton Street to Douglas Avenue, thence south-
easterly on Douglas Avenue to the intersection of 1-95, thence south-
erly on 1-95 to the intersection of Smith Street, thence easterly on

Smith Street to the Moshs'uck River. thence southerly through the

Moshassuck River to at point on Memorial Square where the world

war memorial monument now or lately stood, thence southeasterly

through the Providence River to the Seekonk River, thence easterly

and northerly through the Seekonk River along the Providence- East

Providence boundary line in the Seekonk River to the Providence-
Pawtucket boundary line, thence westerly. northwesterly, nnd

southwesterlv alone the Providence-Pawtucket boundary line and

17-4-3 F117.11191 L.AWS 84

Ow' lP , 1'ri. o- iv i '1( 1pce ho(iwnda ry Ii ne to the Point and
p1 ace of Iheg~IIl~n

,, b I N(7 1- 7 2 . Q rh I t.

1 I P 19:10, rb I r,27 1 .1' 1 11 1~2 ch
I~') 1 1, (; 1, 1(139 d 322. 1 2 1 1W; 6

& - 32 1 1 ' 1 1414-2, P 1 19"S. ch
I1 1 I l 1161, ch 84. ' 2; 11 1 IA.ch
I IA. 1 4. 172, ch 3. 1 1: P1L. 1982. 'ii 20.

§6 ifl 19QQ2, ch 33.08

17-4 -3. ierrit""ry in rsecond congregiolFil district. - 'Ihle
cr-,-o01h ((lrre~zqlo)Ilal sfsr~ hi IIl coisit aind lie comiposed of nil of

Owc tort Oiry %% itli in t ic' stato n'iot Peihraced within the first congres-

Ilirtrr of Se-v ftin

92 I I' ? 01 7
-2 II.!

1'-.11 1A - h 3.d 322. 1 2, (; 1, lorf,.
I 1 7 i I -1 § 17 113., VI 19". c.

L4. h(4,I. 1 wC 4,

1-41

17-4-1.
17-4-3

17-4-4.

17-4-5.
17-4-6

17-4-7
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USTAMENT OF CAM D
(see ve eiwe 1 Wfor kncoons )

1. (04 Name of Candiate (in U)
Robert A. Weygand-

(b) Address (number and fte") QCheck
95 Glen luill Drive

(c) City. State. and ZIP Code
NorthKin-gstownr RI 02852

3. Party Affilion 1] 4. Oft*c Sought
Democrat

Nf addres changod

rREcEIVED
SCR1A~ty Of STAye

~~LECh0i bit C

ge J 1 2VA

-1 ftun"In I oMtmw

esentati 4ii Rhode Island-Z2nd District

DESIGNATION OF PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

6. 1 hereby designate the following named political commnittee as my Principa Campaign Comnmitee fo the 19 96 electon(s).

(year of election)
NOTE: Tis aesignatior snow~l be Iwo6 wnn the appropriate onice Ism 60 00.
(a) Name -of Cormtee (In hA)

Weygand Committee

-- ()Adess (num~iber and Weet)

P.O. Box 28405 (235 Promenade Street)

-() CitSate and ZIP Code

Providence, RI 02908

DESIGNATION OF OTHER AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES
(Includin Jo"n Funralsi a RPreSent'ati)

i-. 7. I hereby authorize the following named committee. which is NOT my pirkncipal campaign commitee. to receive and expend hinds
on behalf of my candidacy.

NOTE: This designation should be filed with the principal campaign committee.

(a) Name of Committee (in full

(b) Addes (number and street)

(c) ItyaeindZIP Code -_____________________

I certify that I have examined this Stafement and to the best of moy' no"I~eg n d belie it is kw.e correct and complete.
Signature of Candidate Date

NOTE: Submission of falsern~ to Information may subject the person sigin Oti Stalemnent to the R~alieis of 2 U.S.C. %4379.

CANDIDATES FOR THE OFAJ":
President mall to: U.S. Senate mal to: U.S. House of Repre- For further Information

sentatives mall to: contact:

Federal Election Commission Secretary of the Sena'e Clerk of the House of Federal Election Cofmmission

999 E Street, N.W. Office of Public Records Representatives Toll-free 800/424-9530
Wa-stington. DC 20463 2:32 Hart Senate Office Bldg. Office of Reciords and Local 2021376-3120

Washington. DC 20510-7116 Registration
1036 Longworth Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515-6612

- ...1.... -- -.

L%;m n
(revised 4/87)

U. S. Repr



Weygand Comitte1l
PO. Box 28405 - Providene. RI 029MJ 0(1401) 272-1 Fax- (401) 351-2630 - F -mod, WeyoncJ9k~oo corn

5 December 1995

Clerk of the House of Representatives
Office of Records and Registration
1036 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20515-6612

Dear Clerk.

Please let this document be a formal request to change my city zip codle on my Statement of
Candidacy, which was received by your office on October 27, 1995. The previously recorded zip
code was 02852, instead the zip code should be 02874. Please contact mne at the above address
or phone number if you have any questions or concerns.

C-7

RLAWfsmk 0" rr1

N);M
CDP

rA r Ai%w %% m x w %-. m4 rrlE A .71A I: AN f 1 6 r



I I w !"t -- W , ,RF

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Wohk gion, OC206

Mlay 17. 1996

Richard E. Wild
70 Brandon Rood
Cnston, RI 02910

RE: MUR 4360

Dear Mr. Wid:

This letter acknowledges receipt on May 13, 1996, of Your complaint alleging possible
violations of the Federal Electio Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended ('the Actn).

C) The rsodts)will be notified of this complaint within five days.

C) The rsodtswill be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission takes final action
onl your complainL Should you receive any additional information in this matter, please
forwazd it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such information must be swrn to in the same
mnner as the original c mlint We have numbered this matter MUR 4360. Please refer to
this number in all future comimunications. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Central Enforcemnent Docket

Enclosure
Procedures



* FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1a~n DC 2046

May 17.199

Robert A. Weygand
95 Glen Hill Drive
North Kingstown, RI 02S74

RE: MUR 4360

Dear Mr. Weygand.

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which indicates that You may
have violated the Federal Election Capan Act of 1971, as aueded ('the Act"). A copy of

= the complaint is enclsed. We have nubee this matter MUR 4360. Please refer to this
number in all future coarespondnc e.

Under the Am~ you have the opporOunity to dmntaein writing that no action should
* be taken against you in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal nmteials which you

believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matte. Where appropiate saemets
should be submitted under oath Your response, wich should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 dys of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)X4)(B) and
§ 43 7g(aX I2)(A) unless you notify the Commission in wrnting that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.



If you hav any que-s onM, p~mcontact Alva E. Smith at (20) 219-3400. For your
infbtluu, we have actosed a brief deciinof the I-si ' procedures for huidlin

Ca~Enmen Dock.

Endoswes
1.om10 nt
2. Poeue
3. Designation of Counsel Statemnent



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
YWWnqon, DC 20463

may 17. 19M

Peter Fogarty, CP-A, Treasurer
Weygand Committe
235 Promenade SMtre
P.O. Box 28405
Providence, RI 02908

RE: MUR 4360

Dear Mr. Fogarty:

The Federal Election Commission received a cmljtwhich indicates that the
Weygand Committee (*Committe) and you, as breasuirer, may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act*). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.
We have numbered this nmater MUR 4360. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to dmntaein writing that no action should
be taken against the Committee and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
W'here appropriate, slatemients should be submitted under oath. Your response, which should
be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aX4XB) and
§ 4.37g(a)(l2XA) unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be
made public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter, please advise the
Commission by completing the enclosed form stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission.



If you have amy qstospeaecontac Alv E Smith at (202) 219-3400. For your
infm ixmon we hae enloed a&brief diton of teCmmsin produrs for handling

Centra Enfoc ent Docket

Encloure
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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June 3, 1996

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
CENTRAL ENFORCEMENT DOCKET
GENERAL COUNSEL'S OFFICE
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 4360)

Dear Ms. Sealander:

Enclosed is the response of Robert A. Weygand and the Weygand Committee
to the matter referenced above. I have also enclosed two Statements of Designation of
Counsel executed by both Mr. Weygand and Peter Fogarty, the Treasurer of the
Weygand Committee designating myself as their counsel.

Should you hav.e any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Very trulv vowx

/

Timothy P. Gallogly

'TG dmc

VIA FEDIERA-L- EXPRESS

1 A

ornIF C1L
C-DuNSL



VWrM!ITION
,vI~t 00 1OERAL

May 31,1996

Colleen T. Sealander, Attorney
CENTRAL ENFORCEMENT DOCKET
GENERAL COUNSEL'S OFFICE
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 2(463

RE: MUR 4360

Dear Ms. Sealander:

Please accept this letter as the response of the Weygand Committee
("Committee"), Robert A. Weygand ("Candidate") and Peter Fogarty, C.P.A., C.F.E.
("Treasurer"), to the complaint filed by Richard E. Wild ("Complainant"). In the
complaint received by the Committee on May 21,1996, Complainant has alleged that
the Candidate and Committee violated certain provisions of the Federal Election

-Campaign Act of 1971, and amendments thereto ("The Act"). Specifically,
Complainant alleges that the Candidate failed to file timely a Statement of Candidacy
and that the Committee failed to file timely a Statement of Organization and a Mid-

* Year Report. As will be demonstrated below, Complainant's allegations are based
on a fundamental misreading of federal election law and constitute nothing more
than a spurious claim designed to gamner free publicity for Complainant.

BACKGROUND

A brief review of the facts is necessary to allow one to properly evaluate
Complainant's charge. The Candidate was re-elected in November, 1994 to his
current position as Lieutenant Governor for the State of Rhode Island. The
Candidate was swvorn into office to a fourv~ear term in January, 1995. In February of
1993, the Candidate received a contribution, which was used by the Candidate to
begin the process of testing the waters for a possible run for the United States House
of R-\epresentatve,, IScond District (the "Congressional Seat"). The Candidate
thereaf ter tornied the VWeygand Congressional Exploratory Commnittee ("Explorator\y
(omrnutte) 11w Exploratory Committee wvas not registered with the Fedlerall



Election Commission ("FEC") as such registration was and is not required. On
September 23, 1995, the current Second District Congressman, Jack Reed, a personal
friend of the Candidate, announced he would not be seeking reelection but instead
would seek a seat in the United States Senate.

October 26, 1995, the Candidate filed his Statement of Candidacy with the
FEC and the Committee filed its Statement of Organization. From February, 1995 to
October 26, 1995, the Exploratory Committee raised approximately $36,000 and
expended approximately $30,800l.l The balance was transferred to the Committee.
All contributions in excess of $200 and all expenditures of the Exploratory
Committee were reported on the Committee's 1995 year-end report.

ACTIVITIES OF EXPLORATORY COMM17lTEE

As noted above, the Exploratory Committee raised approximately $36,000 and
expended approximately $30,800 during its approximate 8 month existence. A
review of the expenditures of the Exploratory Committee reveals expenses normally
associated with the activities of an Exploratory Committee. These expenditures
included payroll, primarily for the services of a consultant, operating expenses,
including rent, utilities, postage and travel expenses. It should be noted here that
the Exploratory Committee did not have a treasurer, did not have a manager
operating its day to day activities, and did not maintain the type of organization the
Committee has at the present time. The Exploratory Committee opened a checking
account in its name in February of 1995 and the name on the account was changed to
the Committee's name in October of 1995. The balance at the time of the account
name change was approximately $3,000, and at this time, the activities changed from
testing the waters to a candidacy.

THE COMPLAINANT'S CHARGE

The gravamen of Complaint's charge is that the evidence suggests that Candidate
had made a decision to run for the Congressional Seat as early as March, 1995, thus
triggering a duty on his part to file a Statement of Candidacy months earlier than he
did. Complaint's "evidence" to support this change consists of little more than
baseless assertions.

First, Complainant claims that the Candidate's testing the waters was conducted
ov~er an e\tensive period of time and that the Candidate's EBploratorv Committee
raised more money thiln was reasonably necessary to test the waters. The
Complainant offers'nothing more than this'bald assert .ion. To raise 536,(K0 over an

Complaint's charge makes reference to the Committee raising -over S2,O"during the
testing the waters period. The Complainant evidently overlooked the fact the Committee
received contributions in the aggregate of $2Cor less, totaling approximately S8,000.



eight month period is not at all excessive. Moreover, it cannot be suggested the
Candidate was building a base of "seed moneyl, as claimed by the Complainant,
because most of the money raised was spent to test the waters. Nor can the eight
month period be viewed as excessive. The Candidate needed this time period to
properly assess and gauge his viability for the Congressional Seat. Finally, at no
time did the Candidate refer to himself as a candidate for the Congressional Seat.
Neither the Candidate nor the Committee engaged in general political advertising to
publicize an intention to run, and no action wvas taken to qualify for the ballot. In
sum, the Candidate and Committee complied fully with the spirit and letter of the
Act as set forth in 11 CFR 100.7 (b)(1) and 100).8 (b)(i).

Second, the Complainant claims the Candidate's stated intention, as set forth in
a June 19, 1995 newspaper article, to move into the Second District evidences the
Candidate's decision to run for the Congressional Seat. The Candidate and his wife
first began looking to purchase a home in the Second District as early' as 1994.
Indeed, it has been the Candidate and his wife's intention to ultimately move back to
an area of the Second District, commonly referred to as South County, for many
years. South County, incidentally the fastest growing area of Rhode Island, is the
home of the university where the Candidate, and one of his children, graduated
college. Moreover, South County is the area where the Candidate and his wife first
lived after their marriage some 26v~ears ago, and where their first child was born
and baptized. Indeed, the Candidate and his wife are members of the same church
where their first child was baptized. Obviously their ties to this area run deep. To
suggest that one who moves into a Congressional District has evidenced his or her
intent to run for the United States House of Representatives for that District is
ludicrous. Moreover, federal election laws do not prohibit one from running for a
seat inthe United States House of Representative while residing in another District
in the same state. Thus, there existed no legal requirement for the Candidate to
move to the Second District.

Finally, the Complainant notes that Fran Weygand, the Candidate's wife, was
quoted in a June, 199,5 newspaper article as stating that the Candidate was running
for the Congressional Seat. The statement was not made by- the Candidate, who
never referred to himself as a candidate for the Congressional Seat more than 15 days
prior to the filing of his Statement ot Candidacy on Ocktober 2n, IL)L5. Moreover,
,,%hen one reads the entire article it becomnes evident N r, Wc\vgand herself was
unsure whether the Candidate wvould run Ftrst, MIrs. Xevgand was asked whether
her husband "would bev running to h etjurn istrict kepres;entative Jack]

Reed wvould be leaving beInd AS %Vill beC d SCUsse'd turther below, Mrs.
Weygand's statements were made entirelv basedi on the pro-sumrptit n the current
office holder ot the Congressional '--*at wvould no0t eC'k re-electio~n cond, M.rs.
\\evgand acKnOwle1dged that hcr husbanld wVaS ' mo0rC CaUtIO11 [ialsei

1quoted that shet "'think,;' that inore than Ilc\her husbandv t l poaby run.



Obviously' no decision has been reached by the Candidate at this time.

CANDIDATE'S DECISION TO RUN

The Candidate's decision to run for the Congressional Seat was based, in large
measure, on the decision of Jack Reed, the current holder of the Congressional Seat,
to seek higher office. The Candidate most certainly would not have run for the
Congressional Seat had Congressman Reed not elected to seek higher office.

The Candidate and Congressman Reed enjoy a close relationship, as both
served together in the Rhode Island General Assembly for several y'ears. Tlhe
Candidate has been a consistent supporter of Congressman Reed. He both admires
Congressman Reed and counts him as a friend. There is no question that in 19%6 the
Candidate had no intention of running for the same office as Congressman Reed.
However, on September 231,1995, Congressman Reed announced his decision to run

- for The United States Senate in 1996. Congressman Reed's decision was evidently
triggered by the decision of Rhode Island's long-time Democratic senator, Claiborne
[Pell, to retire from the Senate and not seek reelection. Attached hereto are
newspaper articles reporting the respective decisions of Senator Pell and
Congressman Reed. Senator Pell's decision opened the Senate seat, and
Congressman Reed announced for the seat. Within several weeks of Congressman's
Reed decision to run for the Senate, the Candidate made his decision to run for the
Congressional Seat, and within 15 days of this decision the Candidate filed his
Statement of Candidacv. Anv' reasonably astute student of Rhode Island politics
cannot help but realize that the Candidate's decision to run for the Congressional
Seat was not made until, and if, Congressman Reed made his decision to run for
higher office. This does not suggest that the Candidate's decision to run was a
foregone conclusion once Congressman Reed signalled his intention to seek higher
office. Many other considerations w~ere weighed before the ultimate decision was
made. What must be- stresse.*,d is the fact a run for the Cong-ressional Seat was simply'
out of the question had Congressman Reed elected to remain in office, and thus to
suggest that the Candidate had made a decision to run for the Congressional Seat
many months prior to Congressman Reed's decision to run tor the Se--nate betray's a
fundamental lack of sense with respect to the realities otf the Rhode Island political
landscape.



__________________________________________________________________________ - ~ ~ -~ ---- ' -

S
For all the foegig reasons, it

the Complaiant be dismissed.
is respectfully requested that the complaint of

4/4 7L/16/ /Az4~$
Robert A. Weygand -

Candidate (1
Peter Fogarty, IP -
Treasurer
W~eygand Committee

NOTARY PUBLIC

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this da ofd, %

Notary Publc
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Reeld anid Mayer at topD of ls
of possible successors to Pell

Aeseriii~ Fiwe

PR@DVI - The speculation about if S
Sea. Claiboni Pell's Political future ended with
his aisnooena Tuesday that he will not serk is
seventh lerm Now, the questions are beginning
about who will nil the seat.

The early favorite Is U S Rep Jack Reed, a
t1w. term Denttcrat who easily won reelection
in the 2nd D~istrict last year. Reed has sald he is
considering running for the Senate. but has not
mae up his tmind

-I'm going to take the next days to consider how#best serve Rhtode, Island and the nation and
I'll make a decision," he said. "I have no

Peli

4

w

-4
II Dernoctais and Heptiblicans alike heap
pratse on Sen rPu

Page CS

I metable
Oin t))(' fltrwlic1.11 stdc 0t,01, iemmo'dif Nniscy

Mayer Is exik'(t icl tf) leavv itie 1, O.ie *,), III '14f2
to pursue Pell's sealt

"It's cci tainly Ito !wCe i't I aill nd bvi' We'ii
vf'i y inlti r'led iii i uni i' loti thaet %r'lt %he' %id
, I hlso.N to filal, thu l.ei'Ml.lt ii

P9Lt.. Page As

Son. Claiborne petl
holds a press
conference Tuesday to
announce that he will
not !un tor another term
In thes U.S. Senate. The
Rhode Island Democrat
has served slx
consecutive terms
dating back to 1961t

AP phfejj

CONOed ** tpei Al
a$ *AMmo sre ithet th& not
I obeam1"01"

ire incisor wboom .sA wal
fern aPrMery - ~hral
muis hoa Semid sep

candl*1ts. but mom~~t bm p-d
stati the Amw la sm Il Owe
wet -d 61 Aon 0" am
hummet atate SOL Mwtf vat.
the urnauceea Ilk 011110
eratic gublernaorlel anbe
[ranam Amtny General Aw
O74eii, and U.S. Andmamser b
Mata Josph Pacilmo, a ftiiiier
rovidence mayor.

On the Republican side,
Thomas Poet a ataunch rnmsr
nedn &rM North w

tI'm unicefal ia
A.Sen. John Chafe latperV said he plana to rnt for P1'

State GOP Chairmant John
Hohm said Mayer co~rs the
party's beet chance at wimaing
the am Pi bas held sine 1361.
T1he national Republican Party
plans lo put sigrnificant resources

left the Rhode Island race, he
sald.

U.S. Sim. Alphonae D*Amnato of
Hew York, chairman of the Nas
til Republican Senatorial
Cumittes, echoed Holmes' son
UmlloftA

'We saetthe 1936 Rhode Is.
laind Senate race to become
saws the moet competitive
ommieht in the natiotn. and the
RNKI wil work aggruslvely to
help ee another Republican to
urn with GOP Senator John
Chdn." bea&&I&

P.O aid he Is conicerned about
the -_ublms otrolled Con
pge dlsmanllng or revamping

ieyof the powpama he worked
teslebflsih. Among them are the

Peil pufta that go to low-Income
cow udens.

Pell. who neiver lost an election
and still carries coniderable
clout In Rhode Ialand. said he
meW wort "to Inawo that anothe
progressive Democrat Is e*eced
to til this seat."

Reed 'would make a very good

senator," Poll said, but he
stopped short of endorsing the
conuevsman, saying It would be
premature.

While Pall did not endorse
Reed, Chafe sahowed no such r*e
luctance with Mayer.

"I think a&M Ia the heat candi-
date,' he said. "1 think it's terrI-
bly Important to get aometone In
this seat who cares about the
deflcit That takes precedent over
everything else."

If Reed rnsa it will set off a
free-for-all for his mat Among
Democrats conaidering running
for the seat should It become va-
cant are I.t Gov Robert Wey-
gand, Senate President Paul
JU yand state Sen. Charles

On the Republican side, Dr
John Elliot, a loser to Reed last
year, Dr Richard Wild. emer
gency room chief at Newport
Hospital, state Rep. rc Bier
fealjnd Cranston Mayor MTM-1
eel Tralicante are consideted po)
tential candidates

£ /
-P
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PROVIDENCE SeWithe

Rep. jack Reed in the Sn

race, beh ifd-the-scenes
scrambling Is underway by a

crowd of potential Reed

replacements looking to snare

support and money beforeL

jumnping in the race. at
State DemocraticPat

Chairman Richard James

laughed Thursday when asked

who from his party is consider-

ing running for the 2nd Dis-

trict seat Reed has held for

three terms- Then he rattled
off 17 names-

"How's that?" he asked.

state Republican Chairman

John Holmes said a De-

mocratic Primary featuring so

many candidates would be

wonderful- v odta h
"I think it'godtath

Dlemlocratic Party wants t

open u1P the process, he

chuckled. -They should all rur._

and harbor grudges when 16 o

them don't come In first.

Brovm~ UniverSit p. ii

science professor Darrell V eS

said he expects the Democra.*

field Will be pared to five or

candidates. tbut only tw

three. serioUS ones who

w eI -kn o wn and

financed
or. the Republican sd

potential field inclIude:

,John Elliot. a loser 1
lastyear DrRicha:--\\

emergeic. room~

Ne~pc ~ispitaL '

Cranston Mayo
Traficante.

There even is

former state R

Driver of West Gm
leave the Dem10c
run as a Republ
,aid. Driver is aI

deputy majority
ran for lieuten
arnd lost to inc
Wevgand in the

favrale hea likly lilrnn

TrafiCante said.
West pegged ?raficaflte as

the only Republican who can
win.

/ "The other Republican
names rye heard are names

I've never heard of,' he said.
If TraficaXnte doesn't run,

whoever wins the Democratic

primary will be the clear

weygandfavorite because of name re-
W ~cognition."

r Mihael Among the Democrats Con-

r Mihael sidered most likely to run are

a ~ibiitY Wegn~d. former Sen. JOSeph
a poneliy McGair of Warwick, Rep.

ep. odne LeoidasRaptakis Of Co'Ven-

e enwlc will try, and Sen. John Revens of
atcarty to Wrik

leader who
ant governor
mbent Robert

primary last

year~le sad Traficante
would be his first choice.

-Clearly because of his name

11D. his current position. ability

articulate the issues and,
ar:te frnky ability to raise

.nne Holmes said.

Trafcaite has asked the Re-

"blicafl National Committe
ta to olt auge his

clhances and those of other

T, -FIbiltCRepublican 
can-

*said -1
Crans;ton

(j) In

I have no idea how

Wes terliv (;r South

Ftran Dearats of id to be

wihnkrn C i Cuc Presi-

dean Lia f Sullivan ep.

Wawiknit Hensele ofNrthi

Kinigstown,. and former Pro-

vidence mayoral candidate

Paul Jabour.

some Within the partyar

former Attorney General

Ja-mes O'.Neil and former state

Democratic Chairman Guyv

Gufu t woud be a for idable

candidate." Jaes said.a 13-e
knows the issue h' an fan-

tastic debater. More thaon

personl has talked to me about

himr~
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MUR 4360

NAME OF COUNSEL Timothy P. G&112gly

FIRM: ROBERTS. CARROLL- FLDMIN L. EEVTUr.V

ADDRESS: 10-Weyboana-t Rt-.'tr

Providence. RI 02903

TELEPHONE:~QL 521-7000

FAX:(4Q.L 521-132g -

The above-named Individual Is hereby designated as myi counsel and is
authorized to receive any notifications and othe omuiations from the
Commission and to act on mn behalf before the in.

5 '31.!96
Date in

RESPONDENT' NAME: Robert A. Weygandl

ADDRESS: 95 Glen Hill Drive

N~irth Kingstowni, R! 02852

TELEPHONE: HOME

BUSINESS(_ 401 )272-1996



MUR 43fQ -

NAME OF COUNSEL Timothy Z.- Gallnell

FIRM: ROBERTS, CARROLL.. FLSTIN L pr.T3P-

ADDRESS: 10 We bosset Street

Providence, RI 02903

TELEPHONEt1j 0 L izLQQQ.

FAX(f401 ) 521-1328

The above-named Individual Is hereby designated as my counsel and Is
authorized to receive any notifications and othe communications from the
Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commilssion.

5/31/96
Date

~-.t-

-- ~*L ~ ( ~

~lgf.stIwe

RESPONDEN'S NAME: Peter Fngar- y CPA. CFE. Treasurer
Weygand Committee

ADDRESS: 1.99 North Main Street

Prnyiapnrp RT 1- p9 03-

TELEPHONE: HOME

BUSINESS(.Oi ) 521-4000
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION...

In the Matter of)
Enforement Prority

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

In accordance with the objectives of the Enforcement Priority System ("EPS")

adopted by the Commission in May 1993. the Office of the General Counsel has

podically reomne htthComsion not pursue cases that are stale or that, in

companson to other pending matters. do not appear to %wrant the use of the

Commission's limited resources. This GcnralM Counsel's Report recommends the

Commission not pursue 431 cases that fall within these categories.

1I. C7ASES RECO-MMENDEFD FOR CLOSING

A. Caws~ Not Wurranting Further Pursuit Relative to Other Cases Pending
Before the Commiss'ion

A. critical component of' the Priorit% S\-stem is identifying those pending cases that

do not %'\irrant the further e\pcnditure of Commission resources. Each incoming matter

is e\ aluateJ using Commission-appro\ ed criteria and cases that, based on their rating. do

not \%arrant pursuit relatie to other pending cases are placed in this category. By closing

such cases. the Commission is aible to use its limited resources to focus on more

important cases



Having evaluated inoigmattrs tMi Office hu as de fied 24 caes which do

not warrant fther pursuit relative to other pending matters.5 A shoi decrption of each

case and the factors leading to assignmnent of a relatively low priority and consequent

recommendation not to pursue each case is attached to this Report. Attachments 1-24.

As the Commission has previously requested. %e have also attached responses and

referral materials where that information has not been circulated previously to the

Commission. Attachmn 25.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively greater resources when

the activity. and the evidence of the activity. are old. Accordingly, the Office of the

General Counsel recommends that the Commission focus its efforts on cases involving

more recent activity. Such efforts uIill also generate more impact on the current elecoral

process and are a more efficienit allocation of our limited resources. To this end, this

Office has Identified 19 cases that

this Office believes are

no%% it%, old ito %%arr-ant the- uwe of the Commission* s resources

Thesec matters are hitI R 4 227 (1 ellsione (or Senaic)(IAttachment I)-. MUR 4273 (Jesse Wirieberry)
*itN~achmcni 2). MLR 4290 (Lincoln Club of Riseride County) (Attachment 3)-; MUR 4292
Congressman Ron Packard) (Attachment 41. MLIR 4293 (Willie Colon for Congress) (Attachment 5);
MUR 4-")J ltan Kcses for President *96) (Atsachment 6). MUR 4299 (UA W-V-CAP) (Attachment 7).
MUtR 4112 tonoma Count% Republians) (Attachmenlt I). MLUR4316 (Ross Perot) (Attachment 9); MUR
4, 18 (Ptinck Combs (or Congress) 4Atiachment 101. NIUR 4324 (Buchanan for President) (Attachment
I I . Mti'R 4-'~ 5 an Garstecki for Congress *96)(Attachment 12). MUR 4329 (Golden Door)
i Attachment 13), MUR 4 330 (Trice tiarve%) (Attachment 14). MUR 4333 (WSB-TV) (Attachment IS).

%I UR 4 -,i4 (Co,. Communications) t Attachment 16). MUR 4 336 (WSB-TV) (Attachment I7). MUR 4339
(%kAS-T'i i Anachment 19). NfR 4",48 (Soglin for Congress) (Attachment 19);. MUR 4359 (Francis
Thompson for Congress) (Attachment 20). MUR 4360 (We% eand Committee) (Attachment 2 1)-. MUR
436', O Sl3.T%' (Attachment 22). MUR 4364 (Friends of Jimmy Blake) (Attachment 23) and Pre-MUR

328 UIDeparimcnt of the Interior) Attachment 24)



Because out reo me-ato -no to

pursue thene case is based on their stalness this Office has not prepared separate

narratives for these casm. we have attachd

responses and referral materials in those instances where the information was not

previously circulated. Attachments 26-45.

This Office recommends the Commission exercise its prosecutorial discretion and

no longer pursue the cases listed below effectiv September 3, 1996. By closing the

eases effective that day. CED and the Legal Review Team each will have the necessary

time to prepare closing letters and case iles for the public record.



Ml. RECO WMMENDAIM~

A. Decline to open a MUR, close the file effective Spmbr3, 1996 and
apprve the aopriaite letter in the foflowing mter:

I1) Pre-MUR 293
2) Pre-MUR 311
3) Pre-MUR 328
4) RAD Referra 95L-03
5) RAD Referral 95L- 11
6) RAD Referral 951.16
7) RAD Referral 951.22
8) RAD Referral 95NF-21

B. Take no action, close the file effective September 3, 1996, and approve the

0 appropriate letters in the following matters:

1) MUR 4061
2) MUR 4074
3) MIUR 4 101

C) 4) NIUR 4146
.25) MUR 4151

6) MUR 4175
7) NUR 4180
8) NIUR 4184
9) MILR 4198
l0) N1LR 4201
I I1 Ni M R 4227
I~ \1R 4232
1'i Mt R 4273
14) \IR 4290
15) MUR 4292
16) NIUR 4293
17) ML'R 4294
18) MUtR 4299
119) NIUR 4312"
20) MIR 4316
21) MUR 4318
22) MUR 4324
23) NIU R 4325
24) MUR 4329
25) NIUR 4330
26) MUR 4333
27) MIUR 4334



23)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)

MUR 4336
MLJR 4339
MUR 4343
MUR 4359
MUR 4360
MUR 4363
MUR 4364

C. Take no further action. close the file effective September 3, 1996, and approve
the appropriate leter in MUR 3326.

qllsefe6'
DateC - wrence

General Counsel



BEFPORE TEE FEDERAL ELECTION CONSS ON

In the Matter of)

Enforcement Priority.

CERTIFICAIXO

1. Marjorie W. Mu os Secretary of the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on August 21, 1996, the

Commission took the following actions on the General Couznmeles

August 14, 1996 report on the above-captioned matter:

I. Decided by a vote of 5-0:

crc A. Decline to open a NUR, close the file
effective September 3, 1996, an~d approve
the appropriate letters in each of the
following matters:

1) Pre-KUR 293
2) Pre-MUR 311
3) Pre-MUR 328
4) RAD Referral 95L-03
5) RAD Referral 95L-11
6) RAD Referral 95L-16
7) RAD Referral 95L-22
B) R.AD Referral 95N7-21

B. Take no action, close the file effective
September 3, 1996, and approve the
appropriate Letters in each of the
following matters:

1) HUR 406:
2) MUR 4074
3) MUR 4101
4) MDX 4146
5) MUR 4151
6) MtJR 41275
7) MUR 418C
8) MUR 4184
9) MUR 4198

(continued)



Federal Election Coz=ission Page 2Certification for Enforcamut
Priority

krqust 23, 1996

10) NUR 4227
11) M'UR 4232
12) MUR 4273
13) IZUR 4290
14) )(UR 4292
15) MUR 4293
16) MUR 4294
17) MUR 4299
18) MUR 4312
19) MUR 4316
20) MUR 4318
21) MUR 4324
22) NUR 4325
23) IIUR 4329
24) MUR 4330
25) NUR 4333
26) MUR 4334
27) KUR 4336
28) MUR 4339
29) MUR 4348
30) MilK 4359
31) MUR 4360
32) MUR 4363
33) MUR 4364

Coismioners Aiken&, Elliott, McDonald,
McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively with
respect to each of the above-noted matter.

Attest:

Date (tarjorie W. Eons
Sec tary of the Commaission

Received in the SeCretariat: Wed., Aug. 14, 1996 4:56 p.m.
Circulated to the Comission: Fri.., Aug. 16, 1996 12:00 p.m.
Deadline for vote: Wed., Aug. 21, 1996 4:00 p.m.

bjr



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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SEP 0 6 1996

Richard E. Wild
70 Brandon Road
Cranston, RI 029 10

RE- MUR 4360

Dean Mr. Wild

v On May 13.,1996. the Federal Election Commission received your complaint alleging
certain % iolations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended (0the Act").

After considering the circumsitances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
ex~ercise its prosecutorial discretion and to takc no action against the rep5ens M attached

C)narrative. Accordingly. the Commission closed its file in this matter on Septemberff 3, 1996.
This matter wIull become part of the public record w~ithin 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seeL judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of
this action Se 2 US C § 437gaxSi

Central EnfoDrcement Docket

Attac hment
N!arrat i '.c

i' tiltk\( 1% )V%[[

MIWIEQ MAIL
RE I URN RECEIPT REMUED



MUR 4360
WEYGAND CONIMIT"IE

Richard E. Wild iled a complaint allegpig that Robert Weygand and his federal
committee failed to timely rilesa Statement of Candidacy. Statement of Organintion and
a 1995 Mid-Year Report. According to Mr Wild. Mr. Weygand has raised in excess of
S5000 as on April 3. 1995. and therefore vvas required to file a Statement of Candidacy
by April 18. 1995 and Statement of Organization by April 28. 1995. In Mr. Wild's view,
such activity could not have been -tesing the waters" because the activity was conducted
ovecr an extensive period of time and Mr Weygand raised and spent over S28,000.
Complainant also believes that Mr WcVand had privately decided to run earlier than he
claims because Mr Weygand purchased a borne in the coingressional district and because
Mr Vk evgands wlife was quoted in a press report in June 1995 as saying that her husband
%*a a candidate

Robert Wevgand and the Wej 'and Committee respond that in 1995, Mr.
%k c% vand formed an explorator% committee %%ihch was not registered with the FEC.

tfl The' state that from Februar% 1995 to October 26. 1995 the exploratory comnmitite raised
;jpproximatel% S36.000 and expended apprommate% S30.800 They further state that on
Scptember 231. 1995. the incumbent Member of Congress announced that he would not
seek re-election and that on October 2t-- 1 Q95. the Mr Weygand filed his Statement of

(andidac%

() Respondents take issue %ith Mir Wild's conclusion that Mr. Weygand determined
to' run for the congressional seat a~s earl' a-- March 1995 They point out that raising
$le (t H N 1 oer cicht months is not cescsi in the amount raised or the length of the
peri&od and that Mr %A c% Vand required that time to make his decision regardig
:inJda~c% The% state that Mir %kcpgand and his wife began lookIng for a home in the

areXi in 114,44 and that the-, had Iong. intended to return to that area, a place where they
C ir--t l~cd after their maff iae and i%here their irst child was born and baptized. Insofar

j,~ thk: nc%%-pjspe artci i. concerned. TrKpondent- note that the article In Its entirety
mjkc> it decsr thit %1r% IAc~gand ~as unsure that her husband would run, and say that in
in' c% en; no 'tatemnent' %here made h% the candidate refemng to himself as a canddate
prItI' to' the time he filed his Statement ofCandidaci ith the Commission. Respondents
jim, nt'tc that the candidate* 'decision to run %%as based larg~ely on the incumbent's
jo,'i"-in to runtur the V S Senate. a decision apparently triggered by Senator Claiborne

PC ann('uncemeni in earl' Septembter I QQ'- that he wvould not seek another term.

I hcre i-. no e% idence of an %crious intent to %-iolate the FECA and this matter is
ic%- -qnifikjni relatii~ to other matter' pending before the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
S W ASH IN.C TO % D C 201 S P 0 6 f

Timothy P. Gallogly, Esq.
ROBERTS, CARROLL. FELDSTE[N & PEIRCE
10 Weybosset Street
Providence. RI 02903

RE: MUR 4360
Weygand Committee. Peter Fogarty. CPA, Treasurer, and Robert A. Weygand

Dear Mr. Ga11ogl%

On May 17, 1996, the Federal Election Commission notified your clients, the Weygand
Committee. Peter Fogarty, CPA, as treasurer, arnd Robert A. Weygand, of a complaint alleging

co, certain % iolations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 197 1, as amended. A copy of the
complaint %%as enclosed w~th that notification

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against your clients. See attached
narraiie Accordingly, the Commission closed its role In this matter on September 3, 1996.

The confidentialitv pro% isions of 2 U S C § 4.37gSa 12) no longer apply and this matter
is, no,.% public In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record

C "'thin 30 das. this could occur at any time follow~ing certification of the Commission's vote.
If %ou %% ish to submit an% factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so
a% %Oxfl as possible While the file ma% bec placed on the public record prior to receipt of your
additional materials. an% permissible submissions w~ill be added to the public record when
recci' ed

I I'%ou ha'~e an% questions, please contact Alv.a E Smith at (202) 219-3400.

S 
1

oeeT.Sealander, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrat i~e

) T. f f~ .'*, - T f IPt 8L K % it Db%



MUR 43"
WEYGAND COMMIITEE

Richard E. Wild iled a complaint alleging that Robert Weygand and his redlera
committee failed to timely file a Statement of Candidac). Statement of Organmtion and
a 1995 Mid-Year Report. According to Mr. Wild. Mr. Weygand has raised in excess of
$5000 as on April 3. 1995. and therefore was required to file a Statement of Candidacy
by April 18. 1995 and Statement of Organization by April 28. 1995. In Mr. Wild's view,
such activity could not have been -testing the water" because the activity was conducted
over an extensive period of time and Mr Wevgand raised and spent over S28,000.
Complainant also believes that Mr We~gand had privately decided to run earlier than he
claims because Mr Weygand purchased a home in the congressional district and because
Mr Weigand's %ifr was quoted tn a press report in June 1995 as saving that her husband
% as a candidate,

Robert Weygand and the Wevgand Committee respond that in 1995. Mr.
%k e'gand formed an explorator% committee which was not registered with the FEC.

Ns. The% state that from Februar%- 1995 to October 26. 1995 the exploratory committee raised
appromimaiel' S536.000 and expendied approximatcl% S30.800 They further state that on
September 23. 1995. the incumbent Member of Congress announced that he would not
seek re-election and that on October 26. 1Q95. the Mr Wevgand filed his Statement of
Candidac%

Respondents take issue with Mir Wilds conclusion that Mr. Weygand determined
ato run for the congressional seat as earl% as March 1995 They point out that raising
S. Zte 101 X (t% et eight months is not exce'~si% c in the amount raised or the length of the
peritd and that kir WAe% gand required that time to make his decision regarding
candidac% The% state that Mr Wevaeand and his wife began looking for a home in the
arc:i in jI J4 and that the% had long intended to return to that area. a place where they

C. tir- l"ed after their maffiaie and %there itheir first child was born and baptized. Insofar
a, the new'paper artic le i% concerned. rcsrxpndvnts note that the article in its entirer%
mike, it t: eir that Mrs AVc% Vand %%as unsure that her husband wAould run, and say that in
in%. ceni no %taiemenu. %%crc made b% the candidate refemrng to himself as a candidate
prior it ihe time he filed hi., Statement of Candidac% with the Commission. Respondents
ako noi.* thai the candidate . decision to run,.%as based largely on the incumbent's
kco%ionto run br the 1'S Senate. a decision apparentl,. triggered by Senator Claiborne
Phi! ,announcemeni in eark Septembe-r lQ95 that he Aould not seek another term,

1 herc t% no e% idencc of an% serious intent to violate the FECA and this matter is
ite, %IL'flikcdft relati',e to other matters. 1wridint before the Commission
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