
," ' FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSiON

112. K 1 I k II \W.

vHc :) )September 12, 1.977

Mir. Rufus M. .,Morgan
133 Paris MT. Avenue
Greenville, S. C. 29609

RE: MUR 425 (77)

Dear .r. '!oran :

This is in response to your complaint of July 13,
1977, alleging that violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended were committed. I
have reviewed your allegation and have concluded on
the basis of the information in your letter that there
is no reason to believe that any statute within the
jurisdiction of the Federal Election Commission has
been violated. Accordingly, upon my recommendation,
the Commission has decided to close its files in this
matter.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe to be within the jurisdiction of the
Commission, please contact me again. The attorney
assigned to this mratter was Andrew A. Athy, Jr.

Sin rely,

William C. Oldaker
General CounselF!
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )MUR 425 (77)

Sol Abrams, Chairman of local)
town election board)

CERTI FICATION

I,, Marjorie W. Emmions, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on September 7, 1977, the

Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel

that it finds no reason to believe that a violation of the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, had been committed

in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file in this case has been closed.

Secretarry to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREEt N.W
WASHINGtOND.C. 20463

September 7, 1977

MEMORANDUM

FROM:

SUBJECT:

TO: CHARLES STEELE

MARJORIE W. EMMONS 0 0)9

MUR 425 (77) - 48 Hour General Counsel Report

The above-mentioned document was transmitted tc the

Commissioners on September 6, 1977 at 9.00 a.m.

As of 2:30, September 7, 1977, no objections have been

received in the Office of Commission Secretary.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Washington, D. C.

48 HOUR GENERAL COUNSEL REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMI
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION

MUR NO. 425 (77)

DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC July 15, 1977

ATTORNI:YAndrew Athy

Complainant's Name: Rufus M. Morgan

Respondent' s Name:

Relevant Statute:

Sol Abrams, Chairmen of local town election board.

None

irternal Reports Checked: None
Federal Agencies Checked None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

That irregularities in counting ballots in an election to

state office deprived complainant of votes for his candidacy.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

Allegation concerns election to state office and thus,

the Federal Election Commission has no jurisdiction.

~*~2''!

Close file.

Date of Next Commission Review:
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0
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

Mr. Rufus M. Morgan
133 Paris MT. Ave.
Greenville, SC 296Q9

Re: MUR 425 (77)

FED p4 t f t r .. r; f S

Dear Mr. Morgan:

Thip is in response to your complaint of July 13,
1977, alleging that violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended were committed. I have
reviewed your allegation and have concluded on the basis
of the information in your letter that there is no reason
to believe that any statute within the jursidiction of
the Federal Election Commission has been comnitted.
Accordingly, upon my recommendation, the Commission has
decided to close its files in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention
which you believe to be within the jurisdiction of the
Commission, please contact me again. The attorney
assigned to this matter was Andrew A. Athy, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Sq OT"O"
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STRIe1 N.W
WASHINGION.DC 20463 July 21, 1977

Mr. Rufus Morgan
113 Paris Mountain Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina

Dear Mr. Morgan:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of July%13, 1977, alleging violations of the Federal
Election .Campaign Laws. A staff member has been assigned
to analyze your allegations and a recommendation to the
Federal Election Commission as to how this matter should
be handled will be made shortly. You will be notified

..... as soon as the Commission determines what action should
be taken. For your information, we have attached a brief
description of the Commission's preliminary procedures
for the handling of complaints.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



* ~ Rufus M.Uorgan

,11 Paris MT Ave.
Greenville S.C. 29609

July 13,. 1977

Federal Election Commission

1325 K.St, NW.
washington DC. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker.

E plosed is the material you asked for.

I hope every thing is in order, but if not let me know.

Also iss the material I used when calling a press

conference.

H6pe to get it to the public.

Air far as I know there has not been one word of it made

pubblic.

I.have tried every way I know how to get it into

curt as you can see.
I will appreciate any help you can give me so we

can have an honest election next time.

Sincerely

Rufus M.Morgan

.... p'f



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

12 K S IRt I N WW.ASHING ;IO .AC. 20)461 [':: " ..
S..4?,, e),':, 22, 1977

Mr. Rufus Morgan 4[[ c.,,J-L.,,j'
113 Paris Mountain Avenue
Greenville, South Carolina 29609

Dear Mr. Morgan:

The Department of Justice has forwarded your
letter of March 30, 1977 inquiring into the possibility
of a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended.

The Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended,
requires that all complaints be signed, sworn, and
notarized by the person making the complaint. (See
2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a)(2).) Under Section 111.2 of the
Comission's regulations, it is also required that a
complaint contain: (1) The full name, address and tele-
phone number of the complainant; (2) a clear and concise
statement of the acts which are alleged to constitute
a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971;
(3) any documentation of allegations of the complaint
available to the complainant; and (4) an assertion that
the person complaining, if not a candidate, is not filing
the complaint on behalf of or at the request or suggestion
of a candidate, unless such is the fact, in which case it
shall be set forth.

in the interests of complying with the above proce-
dures, a copy of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, and a copy of the Commission's regula-
tions are enclosed with this letter. I hope that an
examination of these materials will answer most of your
questions and will enable you to be specific in any asser-
tions or allegations you might make, in the event you wish
to file a complaint with the Commission.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any
further questions.

Sincer

William C.(Oldaker
General Counsel
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0IO
SEVEN FACTS

THAT COMPEL ME TO BELIEVE kF ?.:
ELECTIONS CAN STILL BE RIGGED

In the recent general election. on the night of November 2. 1976. 1 was given over 3,000 votes on the second reading, and
Mr. Varchant was given over 2.000. Although one other box was as yet unreported, the entire number later reported was
not enough to keep me from winning the race. However, in the next reading. the totals given previously were reversed,
giving Mr. Marchant over 3,000 and me 2,000 plus. Even though this reversal resulted in my loss of the race, there was
no explanation given of any sort why the totals were reversed, since the unreported box would not have made any dif-
ference as far as deciding how the race went.

2. At '10:30 P M., Mr. David Partridge began reading the house seat tallies, after reading tallies for other offices, and said,
"'This is a surprise.' Following that statement, he said -I will read it next time." These statements were made at 10:35
P. M Mr Partridge did not state what the "'surprise'' was during his 11:00 P. M. report of the tallies. It would be in-
terestina to know what the "surprise" was.

3 1 went to the office of Mr. Sol Abrams. head of the election board, on November 3. 1976. to learn if I could protest the
switch of vote totals mentioned in Fact No. 1 on this page. Mr. Abrams said the switch was only a human error. ard

-. that he went by the totals on the monitor. He also said that because I "lost"' by 1.000 votes, or over, that there was
nothing that could be done regardless of what had been done or said. He gave no explanation as to why the monitor
on TV was reversed on the second reading.

4 1 was informed how the votes were monitored. arnd that I could go to the registration office and see the reading as it was
monitored. In doing so I noticed something. On the night of November 2. 1976. when the readings were made on TV.
my name was read last and Mr. Marchant's first. The monitor however, had my name first and Marchant's last. There
was also something else -unusual. The first two pages of the register listed the votes for each candidate. Then it gave a
complete list of the entire precincts in District 20. Why was this listed complete and not in the same order as those

r~. preceding it" (See also Item No. 5) During the TV coverage showing tallies of each precinct, the monitor showed the
Republican nominee's name on top and the Democrat's on the bottom. However, when I checked the register of the
tallies at the registration office, all Democrats' names were on top and Republicans' on the bottom.

5. While checking the register for each precinct. I found all of District 20 had been pulled out and filed in front of the
register from pages 3. 4. 5. 6. 7 and 8. and not in the sequence they were shown on TV. Another time I found the
majority of the tally sheets had been taken out. I immediately left to attempt to find a witness to verify my discovery,
but by the time I returned with one, the tally sheets had been replaced. When I asked an office employee who put
them back, she said they had not been taken out. I asked her to show me my tally sheet, as they had been moved from
their original position in the front of the register. She showed me the sheets pertaining to me when I asked her to do so,
and the sheets had been listed as P-50. P-51, P-52. P-53. P-54. P-55, etc. with a typewriter. Why",

6. I turned to the front of the register and found on page four that one precinct sheet had been left in the book when the
others were removed. This one was listed as OZ.Ward 1,Precinct 2. which was Woodlawn Precinct. The votes listed
there gave Morgan 401 and Marchant 1085. The new sheet added gave Morgan 400 and Marchant 1076 for the same
precinct. I found four different tally sheets of my district, but copied down only three of them.

7. Is this believable' Did Mr. Marchant get 73% of the vote in Woodlawn precinct in a Democratic Election? Discuss this
with your neighbor. (Refer to newspaper ad "Is Carter Lying Or Not Getting Mail?")

There were 11I votes cast at Taylors Fire Station that were counted with Woodlawn Precinct, and only one of them was
counted for the Democrat nominee for House Seat No. 20. If 1 out of 11 for the democrat seems to be in error, I would
like to hear from you concerning this matter.



MY APPEAL IS TO THE PUBLIC AND THE VOTERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA

As you can see I have sought help from November 3, 1976 up until now. I have been given the

run around and ignored, it seem by all of them. Now I am coming to you, the voters of South

Carolina. Read the seven facts that compel me to believe, "Elections can still be Rigged".

Read part number 2 of sheet, "is Carter lying or nor getting his mail?" I had to do this to get

the material that I gave to the F. B. I., on November 29, 1976 to the Justice Department in

Washington.

I received one letter from the Justice Department about this matter. I was given instructions

just what to do concerning this matter. I did this and answered the letter. There has not been any

reply from them.

I was informed that they had to let me know whether or not they had accepted or rejected the

'material that I had sent them in this matter. I wrote to them to find out and have not received an

answer as of now.

Read and study, "IS THIS BELIEVABLE".

It is up to you, the voters to get this in court, I am not financially able to pay what lawyers

want to take the case.

The American Civil Liberty Union accepted this case, then turned it down saying that there

would be too much money involved. One lawyer said it would take about $2,000.00 dollars to just

,~protest it. One said he would take it for $5,000.00 if I wanted him, but I could not win. Another

one wanted $50.00 an hour for his time and I was to give him $1,300.00 to start with.

I an asking the public that believe in an honest election, and that you will know that your votes

will be counted and given to the one you voted for to help me to get this in court.

I would like to plead my own case (because I love every one that is involved in it), but I need

a lawyer to help me in all of the others fields.

IF THERE IS A LAWYER INTERESTED IN TAKING THIS CASE, PLEASE CONTACT ME.

My Civil Rights is involved in this that is why I gave it to the F. B. I. I tried at first to contact

a SLED officer but could not contact one in Greenville.

Sincerely,

Rufus M. Morgan
P. 0. Box 3032
Greenville, S. C.
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IS CARTER LYING OR NOT GETTING MAIL?
irces 113 Paris Mountain Avenue
-wing Greenville, South Carolina 29609
-wi - January 29, 1977

(UP) -President Jimmy Carter rn { T; '  n'',fl

anizatior The Whte House t
Monda) Washington, D.C. 20500 ,.
ts of tht 4

endment Dear President Carter:

to builc This letter is addressed to you as a plea of lost resort to bring redress to my lossor a seat in the South Coalno House of

n contros Respresentatives by peculiar circumstances which no one has yet been able to reasonably explain.

If it hod been but a simple matter of having less votes than my opponent, there would be no substance to the matter, but the
inobility of public individuals and agencies to explain several inconsistencies Involved in the matter has caused them to ignore it

ly, pres- rather than to get to the bottom of the issue.
!gal De.
in Fund, I will ever appreciate your help in assigning someone under your authority to help me prove by two witnesses, other than myself,
n en t j s how that on election can still be rigged while maintaining on outward appearance of honesty.
iait" tc

a right- Former President Trumon's desk sign. "The Suck Stops Here," is a heartening assurance at anyone needing meaningful assist.
,Jne. once to stop those who excel in giving others the run-a-round.

I have a god bit of material on hand to prove my contention, but nothing like enough money to go the private lawyer route.-i
":aphy With kindest regards,

'74cP1) - h I-M
n and R U ,I W ,

•-id area Rufus M. Morgan

re Mon-
,hat the The following is the contents of a'certified telegram to President Carter on February 10, 1977&
)rnogra-
the dis- "Dear President Carter, On January 28, 1977, I sent you a certified delivery letter from which I hove received no proof you

111 have received it. I am wondering why there is no response as yet. On February 28, 1977, 1 went to Western Union office, but
,; learned there is no proof he has received the telegram."

-TS com- ._ On February 16, 1977, I placed a phone coil and talked to one of President Carter's aids and read the letter to her, but re-
g crowd ceived no response.

"as kill- <
Imesses -o Where and to whom con I go now, except to the voters who belieae we should have fair and honest electons?
ural at-

. After conducting a vigorous campaign in my county district, putting out 12.000 pieces of literature and talking to the voters of
that district on a personol basis, I con prove that ttie election was rigged, following that campaign, in my opponent's favor, but
can't get any law*yer nor appropriate government agency to show any interest in bringing any redress in my behalf, nor even
preventing it from happening to someone else.

The FBI received information and materials from me on November 29, 1976, but there has been no word from them since that

(UPI) date.
ss tour-went to Subsequent efforts from assistance for help from the county magistrate, lawyers, SLED office, state governor's office, the elec-
L- i ,i n tion board, ACLU and President Carter have been ignored, as can be attested from enclosures with this letter.

ss mur-
defense I THI S BELIEVABLE?
,ed his THIS
wvho de, r
71, was
ore in-
career
ispect.

trike
JPI) -
•ike the

public
nesday
agree-

on offi-

longer
' immi- g
iti Fed-
Presi-

CountyS. C. House Council

Precincts, District 20

S -s soci 2671 350,488 V t
ChapeHll 328 573 761 1501

s,'4a,,msnon Heights 639 i 470 884 
2 1 4

j

Pwnmo'n Park 588 988 '1023 523

oi " la '-'a 11 -4 400 1075 778 659
V.,,rie Hamotor_ 178' 328 312 181

v- d I I , Precict 2, % 101 1 10 4 7

TOTALS 2401 3794 4250 1869

I need the moral and financial help of all who believe in fair and ha
recent election to court,'so that proper safeguards can be institutec
(The minister that went into the registration office November 18, 1976

RL!rIJS M. MORGAN, P.O. Box 303

Reprint of March 5, Page 16-A

I County
S. C. House Council

Democrats ' Morgan 2401 Pace#4250

Republicans Marchant 3794 Keaton 1869

Woodlawnl Morgan 401 Merchant 1075
j Woodlawn Pace (D') 778 Keeton (R) 659

Compare the remaining precincts by the Tally.

snest elections in order to get evidence of wrongdoing in the
to assure us our votes will go to whom they are intended.

S with me please call me.)

2, Greenville, S.C. 29602
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Mr. Pufus l

OFfICI If CEHERAIS CO IS,,S"
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WCO/etg 6-21-77
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4
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~11 la lipni1am .....

Dear .. 
4,

the Dpartmt of ,,st.e has *or P MWletter of Iarob 30, 1977 i q ..... +yotr h
Of A violation of th d ra ets Wip~ ct o

The Federal mu Ct ast . m....requires that Al 04e ged Sworn- adnotarized by the" Pet-soa sn ~ tso~an (e2 V.S.C. Section++M 437g(a) (2).) .d t. 1.2 QfComi.sionsas theComplaint oontu ()t.ad t=( Te-phone nmber of the oompliz. (2 1 a oleag an istatment of the acts hich are aljg o o i ta violation of the Fedekal leotion ICa V-p Ac of..971(3) any doctumntation of ll -gatio =s of.. the olAi ,available to 'the f . ! : n _ + .availae t te complainAnti and (4) an agettionthat $..the person a ompla"iing , If -not a candidatev. *wo not -filing4the COMlaint an behalf of or at the reque&V r suggeg1VstogiOf a candidat, aless such is the a ti setoa s Atshall be set fothb1

Zn the interests of ompln tr t abqwe + -dures, a copy of the ederal IleSt* O.g ++ p1971, as Mameed a coyof the.Cels~n *gl. 'tions are enclos d wiht1i lettert. h hpta+examination of these materias' will asg ast of -YOrquestions aW; Will: enable.yoa to be specific in ay, asstions or alleg-tio - .you mighmake, In the ft. o v* hto file a complaint with the Comiso.
Please feel freetocnatmifyuhean

further questions.

Sincer-ely,

Willi a4"' er
Generail Counsel



Greenville S.C.
March 30 1977

771!858
Dear Sir.

Enclose are a leaflet that I am using to try

and get a letter and a telegram to President

Carter that I have reason he has not recelved.

With seaven reason to believe that my election

was riggs and three of them happen on T.V. the

- night of the election returns.

N The F.B.I. was given them on Nov.29 1976.

Not one word from them yet.

The attoney General office says they are

waiting on them.

iSncerly . 'EL

Rufus M.Morgan
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IS CARTER L YIN& R NOT GETTING MA?
113 Paris Mountain Avenue

Greenville, South Carolina 2 9 1ff' A 1 rn'T
January 28, 1977 IONJ, , P I'

~4~1 ,f
President Jimmy Carter
The White [louse
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Carter:

This letttr is addressed to you as a plea of last resort to bring redress to my los of a seat in the
South ('arolina House of Representatives by peculiar circumstances which no one has yet been
able to rvasonably explain.

If it had been but a simple matter. of having less votes than my opponent, there would be no
substance to the matter, but the inability of public individuals and agencies to explain several
inconsistencies involved in the matter has caused them to ignore it rather than to get to the
bottom of the issue.

I will ever appreciate your help in assigning someone under your authority to help me prove by
two witnesses, other than myself, how that an election can still be rigged while maintaining an
outward appearance of honesty.
Former President Truman's desk sign, "The Buck Stops Here," is a heartening assurance to anyone
needing meaningful assistance to stop those who excel in giving others the run-a-round.

-1 have a good bit of material on hand to prove my contention, but nothing like enough money
to go the private lawyer route.

N.'With kindest regards.

Rutus M. Morgan

The following is the contents of a certified telegram to President Carter on February 10, 1977:
"Dear President Carter. On January 28. 1 Q". I sent you a certified delivery letter from which I

have received no proof you have received it. I am wondering why there is no response as yet. On
• February 28. - lS . I went to Western Union office, but learned there is no proof he has received

the telegram."
On f ebruary I h, I --. I placed a phone call and talked to one of President Carter's aids and read
the letter to her. 2ut received no response.
Where and to whom can I go now. except to the voters who believe we should have fair and honest
elect ions?
-fter conducting a vgorous campaign in m% county district, putting out 12.000 pieces of literature

and talking to the voters of that district on a personal basis. I can prove that the election was rigged.
following that campaign, in my opponent's favor, but can't get any lawyer nor appropriate government
agency to show any interest in bringing any redress in my behalf, nor even preventing it from happen-
ing to someone else.
The FBI received information and materials from me on November 2), 1976, but there has been
no word from them since that date.
Subsequent efforts from assistance for help from the county magistrate, SLED office, state governor's
office, the election board, ACLU' and President Carter have been ignored, as can be attested from
enclosures with this letter.

IS THIS BELIEVABLE?
CountyS. C. House Cou ni

C

Precincts, Distrct 20

Sans Souc! 267 350 488 125
Chapel-H- H1328_57T 761 50
Washington Hers 6392470 884 214
Piedmon Park .588 988 1023±523
Woodiaw% 11-4 400 1075 778 659
Wade Hampton 178: 328 312 181War,i 1.PrecI nct2, .10-t1 1 10 4 7
TOTALS 2401 3794 4250 0 8 69.. .. .. . ... .... . . ... ....i ... ... ..2 .. .. .. ..... .. ..

Reprint of March 5, Page 16-A

S. C. House County
Council

Democrats Morgan 2401 Pace 4250
Republicans Merchant 3794 Keton 1869
Woodlawn Morgan 401 Merchant 1075
Woodlawn Pace (D 778 Keeton (R) 659

Compare the remaining precincts by the Talley,

I need the moral and tinancial help of all who believe in fair and honest elections in order to get
evidence of wrong doing in tile recent election to court, so that proper safeguards can be instituted
to assure us our \ories will go to whom they are intended. ;The minister that went into the
registration oftice November 18. 197 with me please call me.)

Rt I S \. MORGAN, P. 0. Box 3032. Greenville, S. C. 29602



Rufus M.Morgan
113 Paris mt, Ave.
Greenville S.. 29609 -Th iN
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Department of Justice

Washington, D. C. 20530


