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July 14, 1995

Federal Election Commission
999 East Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Sir:

Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO (“"TWU") hereby
sets forth a complaint against the Brooklyn Union Gas Company for
violation of F.E.C. 441b (b) (6).

Brooklyn Union Gas Company has been maintaining for several
years a checkoff system for certain management personnel to
contribute to its political action fund. TWU, which with its
Local 101, represents hourly employees of the Company, has on
several occasions formally requested from the Company that it
make available to TWU a similar checkoff. The Company has not
done so. We believe this violates the section of the Federal
Election Campaign Act set forth above. Please inform us of what
additional steps we may have to take to pursue this matter.

Very truly yourzS;1£}1L£/L4J

David B. Rosen
General Counsel
Transport Workers Union
of America, AFL-CIO
DBR/dea
cc: Mr. Frank McCann




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DU 204613

July 20, 1995

David B. Rosen

O'bDonnell, Schwartz, Glanstein & Rosen
Lincoln Building

60 East Forty Second Street

New York, New York 10165

Dear Mr. Rosen:

This is to acknowledge receipt on July 20, 1995, of your
letter dated July 14, 1995. The Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act™) and Commission Regulations
require that the contents of a complaint meet certain specific
requirements. One of these requirements is that a complaint be
sworn to and signed in the presence of a notary public and
notarized. Your letter did not contain a notarization on your
signature and was not properly sworn to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must
swvear before a notary that the contents of your complaint are

true to the best of your knowledge and the notary must represent
as part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred
form is "Subscribed and sworn to before me on this day of

e 19__. A statement by the notary that the complaint was
sworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient.
We regret the inconvenience that these requirements may cause
you, but we are not statutorily empowered to proceed with the
handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory
requirements are fulfilled. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g.

Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "riling a
Complaint." I hope this material will be helpful to you should

you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the
Commisgsion.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a
15 day period to allow you to correct the defects in your
complaint. 1If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the
15 day period, the respondents will be 80 informed and provided
a copy of the corrected complaint. The respondents will then
have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the
merits. If the complaint is not corrected, the file will be

closed and no additional notification will be provided to the
respondents.




If you have any guestions concerning this matter, pieass
contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Sincerely,

btn, tisto

Retha Dixon
Docket Chief

Enclosure

cc: Brooklyn Union Gas Company
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July 14, 1995

Ms. Retha Dixon

Docket Chief

Federal Election Commission
999 East Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO
and Brooklyn Union Gas Company

Dear Ms. Dixon:

In accordance with the instructions contained in your letter
of July 20, 1995, enclosed please find a notarized Affidavit and
a Statement of Designation of Counsel in the above matter.

Thank you for your assistance in this regard.

Very truly yours,

7 o

xl“ 1 /7 f/ ) | =
LU [ 7 Ll

" pDavid B. Rosen
General Counsel
Transport Workers Union
of America, AFL-CIO

(lew

DBR/dea
cc: Mr. Frank McCann




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

In the Matter of

TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION OF
AMERICA, AFL-CIO,

Charging Party,
and
BROOKLYN UNION GAS COMPANY,

Respondent.

STATE OF NEW YORK )

COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

FRANK McCANN, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

L I am an Executive Vice President of Charging Party

Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO ("TWU™), and am fully

familiar with the facts complained of herein.

25 The Company has been maintaining for several years a
dues checkoff system for certain management personnel to contrib-
ute to its political action fund.

3s TWU, which with its Local 101, represents hourly
employees of Brooklyn Union Gas Company (the "Company").

4. TWU has on several occasions formally requested from
the Company that it make available to TWU a similar checkoff.

The Company has not done so.
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5. TWU believes this refusal by the Company to be in

Tkl

violation of FP.E.C. §441b (b) (6).

Subscribed and swom to0 before me this

&
Lt day of August, 1995




RICHARD PLOCINSKI
JAMES ROSS
MARSHA SPINOWITZ

g e

Affiliated with American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
00 WEST SN0 AVENUE - NEW YORK, 0LY. 10023 - PHONE: 212 6756000 - FAX: 212 720131

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

I, Frank McCann, Executive Vice President of
the Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-
CIO ("TWU"), hereby authorize David B. Rosen,
Esq. of O'Donnell, Schwartz, Glanstein &
Rosen, to receive all communications from the
Federal Election Commission on behalf of TWU.
The above counsel's address is: 60 East 42nd
Street - Suite 1022, New York, New York

10165. (212) 370-5100.

Frank McCann

Dated: August 10, 1995




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 17, 1995

David B. Rosen, General Counsel
O’bonnell, Schwarts, Glansteéin & Rosen
Lincoln Building

60 Bast Forty Second Street

New York, N.Y. 10165

MUR 4245

Dear Mr. Rosen:

This letter acknowledges receipt on August 15, 1995, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”"). The

respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five
days.

You will be notified as soon as the rederal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original

complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4245. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

ﬂﬂumﬁ S. Then
Mary L. Taksar, Attorno{
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures

Celebrating the Commuss.on s 20th Annivernsar

YESTERDAY TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

August 17, 1095

Robert B. Catell, Chairman
Brooklyn Union Gas Company
P.0. Box 020690

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11202-9965

MUR 4245

Dear RBr. Catell:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Brooklyn Union Gas Company may have violated
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act®). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered
this matter MUR 4245. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opgortunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Brooklyn

Union Gas Company in this matter. Please submit ln{ factual or
e

legal materials which you believe are relevant to t
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under ocath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
subaitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.

Celebrating the Commussian s 2ith Anniversan

YESTERDAY. TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




If you have stions lnu contac at (202)
219-3400. Pror yo:nrlg?orl-tl - ' lx dﬁ“ briet

description of the Commission’s ptoccdurcl for hlndllng
complaints.

Sincerely,

Meng, 3. Thon

Hary L. Taksar, Attorne
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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September 5, 1995
YIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Central Enforcemsnt Docket

Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 East Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Transport Workers Union of America,
AFL~CIO, and
The Brooklyn Union Gas Company
Complaint No. MUR-4245

Dear Ms. Taksar:

We are the attorneys for The Brooklyn Union Gas Company
(*Brooklyn Union®"). Enclosed is a Designation of Counsel Statement
signed by an officer of Brooklyn Union, in accordance with 11
C.F.R. § 111.23.

We hereby respond to the allegations of the complaint of the
Transport Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO (“TWU") that Brooklyn
Union has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 U.S.C. §
441b(b) (6), by allegedly refusing to make available to the TWU a
checkoff system for its members to contribute to its political
action fund, the Committee On Political Education (“COPE").

Brooklyn Union denies that it has violated Section 441b(b) (6)
and denies that it ever refused to make available to the TWU a
system for its employees who are members of Local 101 of the TWU to
contribute to the TWU’s political action fund.

The TWU’s complaint is accompanied by the affidavit of Frank
McCann, International Executive Vice President of the TWU, which
alleges in part that the TWU has "on several occasions formally

LONG ISLAND OFFICE WASHINGTON, D.C. OFRCE NEW JERSEY OFFCE
100 QUENTIN ROOSEVELT BOULEVARD 1226 NINETEENTH STREET, N.W ONE RIVERFRONT PLAZA
GARDEN CITY NEW YORK 11630 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036-2411 NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07102-6487
TELEPHONE 1618) 367-3700 TELEPHONE (202) 223-8880 TELEPHONE (201) 8221646

FACSIMILE 18! 387-3782 FACSIMILE (202} 457-14086 FACSIMIE (201) 62246083




Nary L. Taksar, Esq.
Complaint No. MUR 4245

Mugust 31, 1995
Page 2

ted™ that Brooklyn Union make a salary checkoff method
available for its hourly employees to contribute to COPE. MNr.
McCann’s allegation is untrue. The TWU made one written inquiry to
Brooklyn Union concerning this issue, and it was not a "formal
reguest® to begin a checkoff system for COPE contributions.

Oon July 8, 1994, Mr. McCann faxed to William G. Bollbach,
Brooklyn Union’s Director of Industrial Relations, a copy of a
letter dated May 18, 1994 addressed to Robert B. Catell, President
and Chief Executive Officer of Brooklyn Union. Mr. McCann stated
in his letter that, "I am writing to you to request that you
contact T.W.U. Local 101 in order to arrange a ‘C.0.P.E.’ check-off
for those of your T.W.U. represented employees who choose to
participate in it." Local 101 of the TWU is the certified
bargaining representative of a bargaining unit of Brooklyn Union’s
employees in Brooklyn and Queens. A copy of Mr. McCann’s letter is
attached as Exhibit A.

Oon July 27, 1994, Mr. Bollbach replied in writing to Mr.
NcCann’s letter. Mr. Bollbach stated that Brooklyn Union had mot
previocusly received Mr. McCann’s letter but that he would review
the issues raised in it and contact Mr. McCann to discuss the
-nttar further. A copy of Mr. Bollbach’s letter is attached as
Exhibit B.

The TWU has sent no other written correspondence to Brooklyn
Union regarding this issue, and no official of Local 101 has ever
written to Brooklyn Union to request that Brooklyn Union institute
a salary deduction or checkoff system to enable members of Local
101 to contribute to COPE. Nevertheless, Brooklyn Union has done
precisely what Mr. NMcCann requested in his letter. Brooklyn Union
and Local 101 have discussed offering such a system to Local 101
members and have discussed various issues associated with
implementing such a system, including the reimbursement of Brooklyn
Union’s administrative costs and the appropriate time for Local 101
to begin soliciting its members ftor COPE contributions in
connection with such a systenm.

Brooklyn Union has never refused nor indicated to Local 101 or
to the TWU a refusal to extend to employees who are Local 101
members a method to facilitate voluntary contributions to COPE.
Brooklyn Union has been discussing this issue with Local 101 and
expects to conclude its discussions with Local 101 within the next




fow wosks. Therefore, the TWU’s complaint is without merit and the
Federal Elsction Commission should take no action on it.

Plesase contact us if you would like any further information.

Very truly yours,

[z, .. (00

Patrick M. Collins
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May 18, 1994

Mr. Robert B. Catell

Chief Exacutive Officer
Brookiya Union Gas Compeny
Ons Metro Tech Center
Brooklys, New Yorck 11201

Dear Mr. Catell:

I am writing to you to requast thst you centact T.W.U. Local 101 in order
to arrange a “C.O.P.E." check-off for thoss of your T.W.1J. represeated employees
who chooso to participate in it. We beliove that such ¢ check-effis » resssnshle
and fair step for you to take on behalf of these cmployees. Mereover, we have
noted that the Company docs maintain 2 “P.A.C.* whidh provides & check-off for
managerial parsouncl sad FEC 4410(b)(6) requires thet ¢ company in such
circumstances msks the check-off requested svallable 9 unions representing it's
employeed.

Please contact me, as soon as possible, to discuss this metter.

Sinoerely yours,

FMcC:bu
opeiu-153

o 35 P. Wiedman
M. Spmowitz




July 27, 1994

Mr. Frank McCann
International Vice President
™U

80 West End Avenue

New York, New York 10023

Dear Mr. McCann:

I am writing in response to your fax to me of July 8, 1994,

© enclosing a copy of a letter dated May 18, 1994 addressed to Mr.
Tp) Robert B. Catell, the President and Chief Executive Officer of

Brooklyn Union. I know that you informed me during our telephone
o™ conversation on July 8 of your understanding that this letter had
L been mailed to Mr. Catell previcusly. However, I have checked

with all of the appropriate people at the Company, and I regret
f to inform you that this letter was never received by Mr. Catell
o or anyone else.

Nonetheless, after receiving you fax, we have initiated a
< review of the matters raised in your letter. We anticipate
contacting you to discuss this matter when our review has been
completed.

In the interinm,
to call me.

if you have any questions, please feel free

Yours truly,

1 g
_L&j(A}uLuwu-pzafLL4L4a{/L~**‘
William G. Bollbach
Director, Industrial Relations




& I, Wallace P. Parker Jr., *Mmd‘.
“‘Srocklyn Union Gas Company (“Respondent®) located at One

mm Brooklyn, nmzm,wm-
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un-, Esq., Cullen and Dykman, lﬁm ‘Brooklyn,
New York 11201-3611.

Dated: Brooklyn, New York
September 5, 1995
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In the Matter of )
) Enforcement Priority

 SENSITIVE
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT s
I. INTRODUCTION

This report is the General Counsel’s Report to recommend
that the Commission no longer pursue the identified lower
priority and stale cases under the Enforcement Priority System.

II. CASES BECOMMENDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Purther Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying
those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure
of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using
Commission-approved criteria and cases that, based on their
rating, do not warrant pursuit relative to other pending cases
are placed in this category. By closing such cases, the
Commission is able to use its limited resources to focus on more
important cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has
identified 10 cases which do not warrant further pursuit
relative to the other pending cases.1 A short description of
each case and the factors leading to assignment of a relatively
1. These matters are: MUR 4165 (Attachment 2); MUR 4187
(Attachment 3); MUR 4188 (Attachment 4); MUR 4199 (Attachment 5);
MUR 4211 (Attachment 6); MUR 4212 (Attachment 7); MUR 4216

(Attachment 8); MUR 4224 (Attachment 9); MUR 4243 (Attachment 10);
MUR 4245 (Attachment 11).
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" low priority and consequent recommendation not to pursue each

case is attached to this report. See Attachments 2-11. As the
Commission requested, this Office has attached the responses to
the coamplaints for the externally-generated matters and the
referrals for matters referred by the Reports Analysis Divigion
in instances where this information was not previously
circulated. See Attachments 2-11.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively
more resources when the activity and evidence are old.
Conseguently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the
Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent
activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the
current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of
our limited resources. To this end, this Office has identified
33 cases that

do not

warrant further investment of significant Commission resources.z

o These matters are: PM 308 (Attachment 12); RAD 94L-29
(Attachment 13); RAD 94L-34 (Attachment 14); RAD 94NF-10
(Attachment RAD 94NF-13 (Attachment 16); MUR 4027
(Attachment MUR 4028 (Attachment 18); MUR 4033
{Attachment MUR 4042 (Attachment MUR 4045
(Attachment MUR 4047 (Attachment NMUR 4049
(Attachment MUR 4057 (Attachment MUR 4059
(Attachment MUR 4062 (Attachment MUR 4065
({Attachment MUR 4066 (Attachment ; MUR 4067
(Attachment MUR 4069 (Attachment ; MUR 4070
(Attachment MUR 4077 (Attachment ; MUR 4079
(Attachment MUR 4086 (Attachment ; MUR 4089
{Attachment MUR 4095 (Attachment ; MUR 4099
(Attachment MUR 4102 (Attachment ; MUR 4104
(Attachment MUR 4111 (Attachment ; MUR 4113
(Attachment MUR 4117 (Attachment ; MUR 4127
(Attachment and MUR 4132 (Attachment 44).
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'Since the recoumendation fot to pursue the Identiffed cases 1s
“‘Based on staleness, this Office las tot prepared separate
narratives for these cases. As the Commisgsion requested, the
responses to the coamplaints for the sxtecrnally-generated matters
and the referrals for the internally-generated matters are
attached to the report in instances where this information was

not previously circulated. See Attachments 12-44.

This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its

prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the cases listed

below in Section III.A and II1.B effective February 13, 1996.

By closing the cases effective February 13, 1996, CED and the
Legal Review Team will respectively have the additional time

necessary for preparing the closing letters and the case files

for the public record.

IIXI. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file effective
February 13, 1996 in the following matters:

PM 308

RAD 94L-29

RAD 94L-34

RAD 94NF-10
RAD 94NF-13




B. Take no action, close the file oﬂactM hm-:y %3,
19::, and approve the appropriate 1 r in the following .
ma ers:

[
=

MUR 4027
MUR 4028
4033
4042
4045
4047
4049
4057
4059
4062
4065
4066
4067
4069
4070
4077
4079
4086
4089
4095
4099
4102
4104
4111
4113
4117
4127
4132
4165
4187
4188
4199
4211
4212
4216
4224
4243
4245

OO NEWNRNFHEFODWUDdOAVNLAWNFOWOVO-ITOAMaWwNH O WRJYAUMAWN
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

General Counsel
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SEFORE THER FEDERAL RLECTION COMMISSION

In the Natter of

Agenda Document ¥X96-13
Enforcement Priority

CORRECTED CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission, do hereby certify that the
Commission decided by votes of 4-0 to take the following

action in the above-captioned matter:

- Decline to open a NUR and close the file
effective March 5, 1996, in the following
matters:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Take no action, close the file effective
March 5, 1996, and approve appropriate
letter in the following matters:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

4027
4028
4033
4042
4045
4047
4049
4057
4059

CEREEEEEE

(continued)




t L Blection Commiwsion
ication: Eaforcement Priority
March €6, 199%¢
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(continued)
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Election Commission

‘Certification: Buforcement Priority
“March 3, 1996

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, and Thomas
voted affirmatively on the above-noted decisioms.
Commissioner McGarry was not present.

Attest:

SecrV¥tary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

NRarch 7, 1996

CERTIFIED MAIL
REQUESTED

pavid B. Rosen, General Counsel
O’Donnell, Schwartz, Glanstein & Rosen
Lincoln Building

60 East Forty Second Street

New York, NY 10165

RE: MUR 4245
Dear Mr. Rosen:

Oon August 15, 1995, the PFederal Electicn Commission
received your complaint alleqing certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its gtosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the Brooklyn Union Gas
Company. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission
closed its file in this matter on March 5, 1996. This matter
will become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a)(8).
Sincerely,
M., A - Sehes an. (F84)
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
Attachment

Narrative

Celebraung the Commession < 2(th Anniversan

YESTERDAY TODAY AND TOMORROW
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED
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NUR 4245
BROOKLYN UNION GAS COMPANY

The Tranlfort Workers Union of America, ArL-C10 (“"TwWu®),
filed a complaint allogin? that the Brooklyn Union Gas Company
has vioclated 2 U.8.C. § 441b(b)(6) because it has not
established a checkoff system available to members of the T™WU
Local 101 even though such a system was requested in writing and
exists for management personnel of Brooklyn Union Gas Company.

Brooklyn Union Gas Colpanx responds that it has never
refused or indicated to Local 101 or TWU a refusal to extend to
employees who are Local 101 members a method to facilitate
voluntary contributions to COPE. According to the respondent,
it received one written inquiry regarding a checkoff system
which toiucstod that Brooklyn Gas contact ™U in order to
arrange for a check-off system. The respondent states that it
replied in writing and that TWU Local 101 and Brooklyn Union Gas
have discussed offering such a system to Local 101 and the
various issues associated with implementing such a systenm,
including the reimbursement of Brooklyn Union’s adminigtrative
costs and the appropriate time for Local 101 to begin soliciting
its members for COPE contributions in connection with such
s¥sten. Brookl Union states that it anticipates that
discussions with Local 101 will be concluded shortly.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

March 7, 1996

Alvin Adelman, Esquire
Cullen and Dykman

177 Montague Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201-3611

MUR 4245
Brooklyn Gas Company

Dear Mr. Adelman:

On August 17, 1995, the Pederal Election Commission
notifiod'gout client of a ¢ laint alleging certain violations
of the Pederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A
copy of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against Brooklyn Union Gas
Company. See attached narrative. Accordinglgé the Commission

closed its File in this matter on March 5, 19

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,
~) j[&
“‘“"“/c{ e

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Attachment
Narrative

Celebrating the Commussion s 2(fh Anniersan

YESTERDAY. TODAY AND TOMORROM
DEDICATED TO KEEPING THE PUBLIC INFORMED




The Transport Workers Union of America, ArL-CIO ("TwWU"),
filed a complaint nllcginz that the Brooklyn Union Gas Company
has violated 2 U.8.C. § 441b(b)(6) because it has not

established a checkoff system available to members of the T™U
Local 101 even though such a system was requested in writing and
exists for management personnel of Brooklyn Union Gas Company.

Brookl Union Gas Conpanl responds that it has never
refused or indicated to Local 101 or T™WU a refusal to extend to
employees wvho are Local 101 members a method to facilitate
V:Yuntary contributions to COPE. According to the respondent,
it received one vritten inquiry regarding a checkoff system
which requested that Brooklyn Gas contact T™WU in order to
arrange for a check-off system. The respondent states that it
replied in vriting and that TWU Local 101 and Brooklyn Union Gas
have discussed offering such a system to Local 101 and the
various issues associated with i-plolontin? such a systen,
including the reimbursement of Brooklyn Union’s administrative
costs and the appropriate time for Local 101 to begin soliciting
its members for COPE contributions in connection with such
'I.t.-. Brookl Union states that it anticipates that
discussions with Local 101 will be concluded shortly.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.
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