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February 8, 1995

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Valley Citizens for Accountability
P.O. Box 1105
Reedley, CA 93654
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John L. Rankin, Treasurer

¢

To Whom it May Concern:

On behalf of the Tulare County Democratic Central Committee, we
hereby request an investigation into violations of Federal
election law by Valley Citizens for Accountability ("valley"), a
committee whose statement of organization was filed with the FEC
on October 12, 1994 (attached). The committee operated in the
1994 federal election cycle against at least three California
Democratic incumbents: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, Rep. Calvin M.
Dooley and then-Rep. Richard H. Lehman.

The violations are as follows:

1) equi -da e-gener
e f Octob - 94.

According to records obtained from the Federal Election
Commission (FEC), "Valley" filed a statement of organization
on October 12, 1994 (attached). The next report filed
(attached) covered the period between October 21-November 27
(Nov. 27), and indicated that several thousand dollars had
been raised and spent during that period and the previous
reporting period.

According to the FEC 1994 reporting requirements, "the
requirement to file a pre-election report is triggered if
the committee makes a contribution or expenditure in

connection with the election during the applicable reporting
period."

Therefore, it seems apparent that "Valley" violated the 12-
day pre-general reporting requirements.

2) Failure to report contributions of $11,670 and expenditures
of $8,700.

Contributions: The Nov. 27 report indicates that
"Valley" had a cash on hand total as of Jan. 1 of $11,670.
Y
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3)

4)

5)

The sources of that $11,670 were not reported on any

previous report.

Expenditures;: The Nov. 27 report indicates that "valley"
had a cash on hand total at the beginning of the period of
$2,970. This means that with an initial balance of $11,670,
there was $8,700 spent that was not reported on any previous
report.

We suspect that a portion of the $8,700 was paid to Henry
Broadcasting (KMJ) in Fresno for radio ads. According to
public records, "Valley" purchased approximately $17,000
worth of ads that began running on the airwaves on October
8th, and continued, uninterrupted, until November 8th.
"Valley's" Nov. 27 report shows only $10,150 worth of
payments, and the first payment that they report was made on
October 28, 1994. "Valley" either failed to report earlier
expenditures, or it allowed KMJ to extend business practices
to them -- including free air time -- that were not
available to other commerical enterprises, constituting a
defacto corporate contribution.

nc rohibited corporate co ibutions.

We request that the attached list of contributors be
examined to determine whether they constitute corporate
entities. Judging from the names of the contributors, we
have reason to believe that the contributions made were from
corporate -- rather than personal -- resources, as required
by law. If all of the contributions listed on the attached
list are found to be corporate contributions, the amount
constitutes 51% of the total amount raised during the Nov.
27 reporting period.

re to report pa ership contributions.

If any of the attached list of contributions referenced in
item 2 are not corporate contributions, but are instead
partnerships, "Valley" violated partnership reporting
requirements by failing to provide the percentage attributed
to each partner.

Failure to complete required employer and occupation
information.

If any of the following contributions came from
partnerships, "Valley" is obligated to report employer and
occupation information for contributions of $200 or more.
No employer or occupation information is given.
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Joseph G. Freitas Farms

Helm Bean and Seed Warehouse
LK Ranches

Knevelbaard Farms

DenDulk Farming Co.

S-K Ranches

H.P. Anderson & Son

George Bassett & Son

Mary Ann Anderson 1982 Trust
Don Schroeder Farms

Jasmine Vineyards

Longfellow Farming co.
Farmers Welding
Sandrini Brothers
Chroman Farms
Manzanillo Ranch

Triple D Dairy

Phillips Grain Co.
Worth Farms

Callahan Construction co.
Mills Dairy

C & J Spreading Service

Myers Bros. Partnership

e to re enditures o 000 o

20-Nov "24-hou o) d

The following expenditures were made after October 20th and
were not noticed:

M 10/21 Reed Print $1,446.00
10/21 Sanger Herald 1,710.00
10/26 Cutler-Orosi Courier 1,400.00
10/28 Henry Broadcasting 4,595.00

M) 10/28 Cutler-Orosi Courier 1,393.57

- 10/31 KERN Radio 1,530.00
11/01 Henry Broadcasting Co. 3,000.00

~ 11/04 KJUG Radio 1,834.30
11/02 KOQO Radio 1,440.00
11/06 Henry Broadcasting Co. 2,555.00

M)

< 7) Failure to displa "clear and conspicuous" disclaimer on

campaign signs.

The current FEC standard of "clear and conspicuous" wezs
NO quite obviously violated by "Valley" as the photos of their
large signs (attached) clearly show. Dozens of signs
identical to the ones in the attached photos appeared during
the last four weeks of the campaign, primarily in Madera,
Kings and Fresno counties. Until a disclaimer was hand-
written, there were no disclaimers on the signs for almost

(]

one week.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me. I would also

appreciate being kept apprised of the status of this complaint.

Sincerely,

JOE ALTSCHULE
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Per item 3), the following contributors are listed on the Nov. 27 .
report and could be corporate entities: \

Ferguson Harvesting

Coelho West

Doug Duston D.V.M.

Cantua Farms

Rick Nelson Employee Benefits
Joseph G. Freitas Farms

Helm Bean and Seen Warehouse
Wilson Ag

Jackson and Jackson Farms

LK Ranches

Knevelbaard Farms

Gary Montgomery, D.V.M.

Den Dulk Farming Co.

Brown's Dairy

Esbeco Equipment Co.

Guthrie Petroleum

Rodney W. Morton Ranch

O Jeff Crivelli Farming
. Harvesting Co.
S-K Ranch
™M H.P. Anderson & Son
George Bassett & Son
< Mary Ann Anderson 1982 Trust
Tri-Counties Equipment Co.
g D and B Farming
b 3-H Cattle Co.
Hansen Farms
P Dutchman Farms
Araujo Dairy Farm & Feeds
< Sierra Forest Products
> Jackson and Associates
) Critchley Grape Harvesting
NG Circle G Farms
Starrh & Starrh Cotton Growers
O Precision Engineering

Tri-Counties Walnut Co.
Don Schroeder Farms
Jasmine Vineyards
Hoffman Dairies

Kay Equipment Co.

Tom Martella Farms
Myers Bros. Partnership
Macy-L Holsteins
Longfellow Farming Co.
Farmers Welding
Sandrini Brothers
Slover Bros. Trucking Co.
Chroman Farms

Mendonca Brothers
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Manzanillo Ranch

Triple D Dairy

Phillips Grain Co.

Hanse Farms

Worth Farms

Callahan Construction Co.
Mills Dairy

C & J Spreading Service

J & R DeBenedetto Orchards
M.G. Maciel & Son Dairy
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Please deliver this Qument to the person at 22 1
Date: Thu Jan 12, 19 05:43 PM

Destination: (202) 225-9308

. Federal Hection
GCommission

X 999 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20463
< (800) 424-9530 or (202) 219-4140

24 hour automated information delivery
system that transmits, directly to your fax
machine, any day, any hour, any time zone.

Simply dial (202) 501-3413 from a touch-tone phone,
follow the instructions, and the information you
request will be automatically FAXed to you!

For a complete menu of documents available
select document number 411.




Filing a Complaint

Federal Election Commission

LUUSTRATION © MOS COMMACATIONS. INC
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introduction

The Commission frequently receives questions on
how to file a complaint conceming possible violations
of the Federal campaign finance law. This brochure
explaing how to file a complaint with the Commission
and describes how complaints are processed?
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Filing a Compilaint

Any person may file a complaint if he or she
believes a violation of the Federal election law or
Commission regulations has occurred or is about to
occur. The compiaint must be made in writing, and
sent to the Office of General Counse!, Federal Elec-

tion Commission, Washington, D.C. 20483. if possible,

three copies should be submitted.

A complaint must comply with certain require-
ments. It must

« Provide the full name and address of the person
filing the complaint (called the complainant); and

* Be signed. swom to and notarized. This means that
the notary public’s certificate must say “... signed
and swom to before me. ..”

Furthermore, in order for a complaint to be consid-
ared complete and proper, it should:

 Clearly recite the facts that show specific violations
under the Commission’s jurisdiction (citations to the
law and regulations are not necessary);

« Clearly identify each person, committee or group
that is alleged to have committed a violation (called
the respondent);

* Include any documentation supporting the allega-
tions, if available; and

» Differentiate between statements based on the
complainants (the person who files the complaint)
personal knowledge and those based on informa-
tion and belief. Statements not based on personal
knowledge should identify the source of the
information.

Complaint: Early Stages

Recelpt of Complaint

The Office of General Counsel reviews each com-
plaint to determine whether it satisfies the above
criteria of a proper complaint. If it does. the complaint
is assigned a MUR (Matter Under Review) number,
and the complainant is notified. The complainant
generally will not hear from the Commission again
until the entire case is resotved because the Commis-
sion is required by law to keep all investigations
confidential.

if the complaint does not meet the requirements,
the General Counsel’s Office notifies the complainant
of the deficiencies within 5 days of receipt. If the
complaint is comected and refiled, it is given a MUR
number and is assigned to a member of the General
Counsel's staff.

Notice to Respondent

Within 5 days after receiving a proper complaint,
the Office of General Counsael sends each respondent
a copy of the complaint and a descnption of the
Commissions compliance procedures. The respon-
dent has 15 days to respond in writing, explaining why
no action should be taken.

In the case of a complaint that does not satisty the
requirements, the respondent nevertheless recaives
a copy of the improper compiaint and a lefter explain-
ing that the matter will remain confidential for 15
days to give the complainant an opportunity to correct
the complaint.

If the complainant corrects and refiles the com-
plaint, the respondent is sent a copy of the corrected
complaint and is given 15 days to submit a response
to the Commission.

Respondents Counsel

A respondent who wants to be represented by
counsel must inform the Commission by sending a
“st