
yt

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASH6NCMKS D.C. mw3

THIS IS1X1EGIMUNGOF JR #

DATE FILM kq "7-APER

StC,

-q

41



OFFc or GA o a [go3

Da3n ov*mber 21. 1994

ANALYST: Stephen Cohen

ICOIKITE: Autozone, Inc. Cawmittee For Better
~wernmnt (Autosoners For Better
oernnt) (C00233056)

John Pontius, Treasurer
(Flebruar 24, 1994 to present)

abr lson (September 28,r 1988
thru February 23, 1994)
3030 Poplar Avenue P.O. BOX 2198

) Memphis, TN 38101

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. S434(a)(4)(B)
11 CFR S104.5(c)(3)

) III. BACKGROUND:

Chronic Late Filing of Reports

The katosone, Inc. COmittee For Better Government.
(Autozoners for Better Goverinnt) ("the Committeew) has
failed to file eight (8) Reports of Receipts and Disburse..
ments in timely maner for the 1"93.1994 election cy,)
(see attached chart). The rotswere filed between thirty
(30) and etqty four (84) caler days late.

On December 17, 1993, a Chronic Late Filing Notice wes
sent to the Coemittee for failing to file the 1993 February,
July, October and Nov~e Monthly Reports in a timely =mnor
(Attachment 9). The notice advised the Committee thatay
additional late f iling Of reports my result in leql #enformt action.

Subequntto the sending of the Chronic Late Fil~
Notice, the Committee failed to timely file the 1993 Dcme

Mothy rt the 1993 Year End Report and the 19ii4
Fraty=March Monthly Reports.

On March 31, 1994, the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD")
analyst spoke with Donald Rawl ins, attorney for th

C~umitee * Tim Mast discussed the tardiness of te,
~ rpotsand atzied that the Coinittee' s
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2116/94 11 and 13)

1/5i93 (At---" -- 2)

215/93 (Attackint 2)

2/5/93 (Attsct 2)

2/5/9 (Attacbmt 2)

2/5/93 (Attaimnts
12/271 2 and 1)

2120193

7/01093

10/20/93

11/20/93

12/20/93

1/31/94

2/20/94

3/20/94

3122193 (&t t 3)

8/20/93 (Attachint 5)

12/6/93 (Attadnt 7)

12/20/93 (Attadmat 10)

2/22194 (Attadhmt 14)

4/25194 (ttac .t 20)

4/25/94 (ttac Mat 20)

4/25/94 (ttedimt 20)
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8111193 (Attacbmnt 4)

121/93 (Attacment 6)

12115/93 (Atac t 8)

1128194 (Attacdmt 12)

2/25/94 (Attacsnt 15)

3118194 (Attcit 16)

4/12/94 (Attadumut 19)
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v4 m ai8
Paert "Wttees and PACs ( td Comittees and Sepacate
Se"rogated Funds) fillng on a mthly basis mast file nothly
aeports LIs 193.

Narok @2.41/93 - 02/261/93 @3/20/93 03/2"S9
Apil @3/01/93 - 03/33 04/20/93 04/209

3y 04/01/93 - 04/30/93 05/20/93 0/20/93
('4n @s/01/93 - 05/31/93 /24/93 04/20911

July 06/01/93 - W/30/93 07/20/93 07/24M9)
AugUSt 07/01/93 07/31/93 04/20/93 00/20/63.
September 0/01/93 - 0/31/93 09/20/93 09/243
October 09/01/93 - 09/30/93 10/20/93 10/20493
November 10/01/93 - 10/31/93 11/20/93 11/20/93

cember 11/01/93 - 11/30/93 12/20/93 12/20/43
year-and 12/01/93 - 12/31/93 01/31/94 01/31/94

Any PU that makes indepenet onpeadltuces In Connection with
speclal electlo my have to fle 24 hour report. This
reporting roquIromnot will be t cred if thecoMittee mate
Ldepe nd t oapemditures 01"rogtng $1.000 or mare after the
day, but arne than 24 boucs, before the election.

If' Comattees wishing to change their reporting schedule (for
esamleM.e f rm monthly to seaLanual) mast notify the Comissma
in writing ben filinga rpt under their curcent reporting,
schedule. C* ttoes my chng their filing froquencLes no
than once per calendar year.

coaiAttos should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to
Line 1 of the report. Corrections should be made on the label,

551bln~l~t OF POITICAL COMNITTRKS AU RIP018BLE F0R FMLING A"l
amIS aN TIn. FAILUU TO 0O so Is susscT TO MnORCRIST
AC21ON. comaTUSs FILING ILLZGIBLE 29POMt 03 USING MOW-rc
rOMS WILL 28 WUztI3 TO rZrLS.

*Reports seat by registered or certified nail musot be postmcarked
by fthe ailing date; othertwise, they mst be received by the
filing date.

FOB UOm. Calls InforatoM SOrvces Dvision
"U0/424-9530 or 2 415-430

titan
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reoereaced mert of eceipts a" SieUrse ou. veto
previously Moti led of the awe dato fo tio ropert.

It Is I poot that ya fil, thi report lmedltely with
the 1edeol Mtes cel8 mos. OW a aret. me l eem tes, DC
3451 tot with thieClerk of 0 am 1 bees o fary f the
seaste* as) A titOr fte rleet
portess ha be8 tnote or
elvleat stat" Sfto to " 3U, ,wa 0W. log.s •

Altboev tie Cmlselo SW a uit - t or 19"91
of orcemet betles eeeeraSl %us 0 low, t r ese
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1994 tU. ucin

l. me"-rli rlmei.
nFILING

Ju04/01/9- 0/39* - 07/15/94 07/Is/94
October 07/01/94- 09/30 /* -,19/15/94 10/1S/94
Pre-GOeCerl 10/01/94 - l 9 /S910B4  10/24/94 10/27/94
post-Goral 10/20/94 - 11/2/9C- 1T/06/94 12/06/94
Year- d 11/29/94 - 12/31/94 @1/31/9S 01/31/9

U. sshlvFilets

.....0 -N DAM
W .livyes 12 n

February
Narch
April
may
June *

July
August
September
October-
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02/01/94 - 02/26/S4' 0o/20/94
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04@~94 04/30,1 ew2/946.
05/01/94- or/3I/ , of/2o/9*
06/01/934 - /09W0"t9

@9101/4 0"/9&- W/2694O09.1/94 - 10/1/ 191240/94

10101/94 4 30t.,Z9249

11/2/4,- 13/,#294J4 1/31/95

03/20/94
04/20/H4
0S/20/94
06/20/94
07/20/9406/20/9*4
09/20/Ao*/2o/
10/20/9
10/27/u
12/06/9
01L/31/
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Attachment f

flint WnN. YES0wer

AIte, t, 8100 t

!0qkis. US MI0l

3dsataseeu. #IerK CW23)054

hferemee. he-ebr umathly 3@port (11,1/93-11/30/93)
oar iS. l0seWo

It has erm to the ettention of the ?*dral lectioemmiOiN ( the C n lOssi) that ir cemttee my he Inviolation of 3 U.S.C. 1434(a) fotrailing to file the eWfteeed Report of Seceipts and Disbursements. You wrepreviasly notified of the duse dote for this report.
It 1 iorteat that you tile this report tmmdietely withthe Iederal octili i. 09 3 Streetw l alkiatm. lM5463 (or with the €lok of the mame or the ooetary of thebaste.O e egriet.) A oi t he rport or Its relevomt

portims shld also be filed with a beretca of Ste orequivaleat otute officer (e 11 3m 410.2 160.30 10.4).

Alt~beo the commisi my imItIate i slat or legaoetorest artim oseersi this =*tor. yur Sapept roepSaO W letter of ezplmtleft il be tasom ito msitrtioe,

If *r- hbe OW 'O"Dseti 5plse, ateet tselb Cobes 40our toll-fee ~r(O) 4U-N49 . Or loel mfer Is (2621

8Sicerely.

Johna. ibow
laestet Staff Director

oeporte, Aaa- slis Divizio.

vs



lMe ry 6. 1994PACO M MWM

Party Ca-tte-- and PACa (nonconnected comaittoes and separate
epegated ftuds) filing on a mthly basis msat file Mnthly

meports in 1994.

M M, DaM

match
April
nay
June
July
August
September
October
Pre-glection
Post-rlection
Yearo-nd

02/01/94 02/23/94
03/01/94 - 03/31/94
04/01/94 - 04/30/94
09/01/94 - 0S/31/94
06/01/94 - 06/30/94
07/01/94 - 07/31/94
08/01/94 - 08/31/94
09/01/94 - 09/30/94
10/01/94 - 10/19/94
10/20/94 - 11/23/94
11/29/94 - 12/31/94

LAS?--13 Iinin-ininW wimlwm

Any PAC that sakes independent expenditures in connection with 
any

election may have to file a 24 hour report. This reporting

requirement will be triggered if the comttee makes independent

expenditures aggregating $1.000 or note after the 20th day, but

mote than 24 hours before 12:01 a.m. the day of the election.

cumA KU nmr MUICT
Comittees wishing to change their reporting schedule (for

example from mnthly to quarterly) sust notify the Commission &n

vriting whm they file their next report due under their current

reporting schedule. Comittees may change their filing
frequeacies no mre than once per calendar year.

*The period begins with the close of the last report filed by the

comittee. If the committee has filed no previous reports, the

period begins with the date of the comittees first activity.

-*Reports sent by registered cr certifbed ail must be postmarked

by the nailing date: cthervise. :zey must be received by 
the

filing date.
'over,

03/20/94
04/20/94
04/20/94
05/20/94
07/20/94
07/20/94
09/20/94
10/20/94
10/24/94
12/03/94
01/31/95

03/20/94
04/20/94
0s/20/94
06/20/94
07/20/94
08/20/94
09/20/94
10/20/94
10/27/94
12/08/94
01/31/954

mm

01 31 95



page 2 of

C1mitte..s should afflx the peel-off label from the eMelope to
Lsm I of the report. Corrections should be made on the label.

codme-U Tmm

IMMO.. Of POLITICUL CONIITTIEr AI UPOSIM LII FO FILNG ALL
sOIN ON TINS. FAILWRE TO DO 80 S UISCT TO UNF--CUENT
ACTION. COITTEES FILING ILLIGIlLB sRO~ts OS UsING NwO-rC
F0 WILL l3 IEUIREl TO lUILI.

co

,--)

800/424-9S30 or 202/219-3420rm I lrl&JON * CA LL:
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Attach

amPum aee.Os= ? teCar ,
I ib-ae mmemat

P.0. son atoReN h*, in 3Sl@0h

dentfication Nimber: C00233056

meterence*T Year d Report (l2/l/95-l/3,.

Deer mt. Olsen:

It has co OS to the attenti on of -... -;c 'X .& -,--- pa.l

Commission tothe Coinission'i that yoa con tteo a&y be in

violation of 2 U.S.C. 5434(a) for feallri tc file the above

referenced Report of eceipts and Disburseat:- o. You woe
previously notified of the due date for this report.

it is i anrtat that you file this report Immediately with
the Fedoral aaction Coinission. 99 9 treet. Me. IWshiogton, DC

20463 (or with the Clerk of the mouse or the Secretary of U
lenat e, as appropriate). A eol. of the report or Its relevant
port: one should also be filed with th Secretary of State or

I') equtvalet state officer (see 11 Cr *OIN.2, l".10 106.4).

Although the Commission mny- initiate an audit or l0l9
enforcement action concernang tis matter, your propt response
aed a 'etter of explanation will be taken into con ideration.

i f you have any questions. pleto contact Stophen Cohen oR 7
out toll-froeo nuabe (00) 424- 0. our Icel nmer is (202)
219 35SC.

Sincere'.,

- S ' L. -
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Atltidmemt 17

tpeCoe

Dm i RawUsa Atorney
MYD ("1) 325-5216

COMMUI f-UL Aumeme Inc Committee For Better
Govemrnm

DATE: March 31, 1994

$UBJE(IS): Chromic late fling of reports

The analyst spoke with Donald Rawlins concerming the late filing of reports
by the Committee. Te amyst st eined tha the Cmmittee's 1993 Year End and
1994 February amd March Mon ly Report needed to be flied i-miediately.
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13B: Mioomrs r atterGovernmntm

ID No. C=30

Laes md Gelemen

This lefter is to confirm my phoe with Stephen Cohen on March 31, 1994.

Mw p ion =ta hbad p rviousy been pervi th PAC affiied with AutoZone, Inc.,
are noongr Vi*h AtoZon, me. A dit l be acW ofthe records and it 3ha
ber dao timnd tat ,approxhi,- y 52,000 in P.onRbati over tie pan the yena had
be i utnot evred. We wil soon sm w year end repo for the pea thre
yoasto rrt ds pmbkm

[AA.IOOO.Inc., is awen thaeorting in the pm astd been qiotty and fr1equently Wae. mt
w wn mdAvor to coAr mor closely to rederal law related to Sepre Sqrmpted

Fun& inte ftm We hmdosmrind to contiauereportg a monthly bais.

ttachmei

d

Yours mil

Donald i. Rawlins

at: Joi Poiuso Tearer

Am Wt. s ' O .IN %-40 i x: i bg~Y%'.
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PAD Referral: 941F-11
Date Activated: 1/9/95
Staff Member: Tamars Rapper

SOURCE: I N T E R N A L L Y G E N E R A T E D

RESPONDENTS: Autozone Inc. Committee for Better Government
(Autozoners for Better Government) and
John Pontius, as treasurer

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(8)

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Disclosure Reports
Referral Material

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

I. GENERATION OF MATTER

The Office of the General Counsel received a referral from

the Reports Analysis Division (ORAD") on November 23, 1994.

Attachment 1. The basis of the attached referral is the failure

of the Autozone, Inc. Committee for Better Government

(Autozoners for Better Government) and John Pontius, as

treasurer, (*Autozone") to file timely eight (8) disclosure

reports during the 1993-1994 election cycle. Specifically,

Autozone failed to file timely its 1993 February, July,

October, November, December Monthly Reports, Year End Report

and its 1994 February and March monthly Reports.

II. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Based on the Factual and Legal Analysis, see Attachment 2,

URT

FJJR Z 4
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this Office recommends the Commission find reason to believe the

Ikeeponts violatod 2 U.S.C. S 434(s)(4)(9).

111. DISUS5ZOOV CONCILIATION AND CIVIL P= TY

cn)

r)
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2. F&U VeSOM to bellwve Astose lne. Comittee for
5etter Grnemat and John ?atius, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. 1 434(a)(4)(8), and enter into conciliation prior
to a finding of probable cause to believe.

3. A"prove the attached proposed Factual and Legal Analysis
and conciliation agreement.

4. Bend the appropriate letter.

Lawrence N. Noble
General Counsel

BY: cn420 l MCone

Assoca t1e General Counsel

Attachments
1. Referral Materials
2. Proposed Factual and Legal Analysis
3. Proposed Conciliation Agreement

Date
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in the Ratter of

Autosone Inc. Committee for Better
Government (Autosoners for better
Government) and John Pontius, as
treasurer.

R&D Referral
#94MF-11

~ML4K 9' q

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie w. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on March 7, 1995, the

Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following

actions in RAD Referral #94NF-11:

1. Open a NUR.

2. Find reason to believe Autosone, Inc.
Committee for Better Government and John
Pontiust as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
I 434(a)(4)(9). and enter into conciliation
prior to a finding of probable cause to
believe.

(continued)



'deeral Blection Commission
Certification for RAD Referral
#94h111

Marsh 7, 1995

Page 2

3. Approve the proposed ractual and Legal
Analysis and conciliation agreement, as
recommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated March 1, 1995.

4. Send the appropriate letter.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, Potter,

and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

DateI
Secre ry of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Thurs., Mar. 02, 1995
Circulated to the Commission: Thurs., Mar. 02, 1995
Deadline for vote: Tues, Mar. 07, 1995

9:44 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

bjr
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. 0 C. 20b3

1Oh lt loNs

"t

John Pontius, Treasurer
Autosone, Inc. Committee
for Better Government

3030 Poplar Avenue
P.O. Box 2198
Memphis, TN 38101

RE: RUR 4191
Autozone, Inc. Committee for

Better Government and

John Pontius, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Pontius:

On March 7, 1995, the Federal Election Commission found

that there is reason to believe Autozone, Inc. Committee for

Better Government (OCommittee") and you, as treasurer, violated

2 U.S.C. 5 434(a)(4)(B), a provision of the Federal Election

Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The Factual and

Leaal nalysis., which formed A basis for the Commission's

finding, is attached for your information.

You may submit any factual or legal materials that you

K) believe are relevant to the Commission's consideration of this

matter. Please submit such materials to the General Counsel's

ITI Office within 15 days of your receipt of this letter. Where

appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. In the

absence of additional information, the Commission may find

probable cause to believe that a violation has occurred and

proceed with conciliation.

In order to expedite the resolution of this matter, the

Commission has also decided to offer to enter into negotiations

directed towards reaching a conciliation agreement in settlement

of this matter prior to a finding of probable cause to believe.

Enclosed is a conciliation agreement that the Commission has

approved.
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Page 2

it iou are, Interested In expediting the'resolution of this
matter by pursuing preprobable cause conciliation and if youagree,,tth the provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign

and return the agreement, along with the civil penalty, to the
Commission. in light of the fact that conciliation
negotiations, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe,
are limited to a maximum of 30 days, you should respond to this
notification as soon as possible.

Requests for extensions of time will not be routinely
granted. Requests must be made in writing at least five days
prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause
must be demonstrated. In addition, the Office of the General
Counsel ordinarily will not give extensions beyond 20 days.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address, and telephone number of such counsel,
and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and
other communications from the Commission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. SS 437g(a)(4)(B) and 437g(a)(12)(A), unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to be

For your information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's procedures for handling possible violations
of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact
Tamara Rapper, the staff member assigned to this matter, at the
toll free number (800) 424-9530 or the local number (202)
219-3690.

incerely,

Dan7tL. M4cDon l
Chairman

Enclosures
Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Form
Conciliation Agreement



FBDERAL ELRCTION COMMISSION

FACTUAL AND LEGALKhLY8IS3 .

RESPONDENTS: Autosone, Inc. Committee MUR: 4191

- For Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer

This matter was generated based on information ascertained

by the Federal Election Commission ("the Commission") in the

normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities.

See 2 U.S.C. I 437g(a)(2).

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, (the

"Act") requires treasurers of political committees, other than

authorized committees of a candidate, to file periodic reports

of receipts and disbursements. In any calendar year, all

political committees that choose to file on a monthly basis

shall file monthly reports which shall be filed no later than

the 20th day after the last day of the calendar month, and a

year end report which shall be filed no later than January 31 of

the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B).

The Autozone, Inc. Committee for Better Government

("Autozone") is a political committee not authorized by any

candidate and has elected to report on a monthly basis.

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), the due date for

Autozone's 1993 February Monthly Report was February 20, 1993;

the due date for Autozone's 1993 July Monthly Report was

July 20, 1993; the due date for Autozone's 1993 October Monthly

Report was October 20, 1993; the due date for Autozone's

1993 November Monthly Report was November 20, 1993; the due date



for Autozones 1993 December Monthly Report was December 20,

19#3s the due date for Autesone's 1993 Year 356 2eprt was

January 31# 1994; the due date for Autosone's 1994 Fbruary

Monthly Report was February 20, 1994; and the due date for

Autosone's 1994 March Monthly Report was March 20, 1994.

Autosone was notified on February 5, 1993, that its

1993 February Monthly Report was due on February 20, 1993. On

March 22, 1993, Autozone filed its 1993 February Monthly Report,

30 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $1,099 and $0

disbursements.

Autozone was notified on February 5, 1993, that its

o1993 July Monthly Report was due on July 20, 1993. A Non-Filer

Notice was sent to Autozone on August 11, 1993, informing it

that the failure to file the report in a timely manner could

result in an audit or legal enforcement action. On August 20,

1993, Autozone filed its 1993 July Monthly Report, 31 days late,

disclosing receipts totaling $1,002 and disbursements totaling

$250.

On February 5, 1993, Autozone was notified that its d*

1993 October Monthly Report was due on October 20, 1993. A

Non-Filer Notice was sent to Autozone on November 9, 1993,

informing it that the failure to file the report in a timely

manner could result in an audit or legal enforcement action. On

December 6, 1993, Autozone filed its 1993 October Monthly

Report, 47 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $999 and

disbursements totaling $1,000.



Autosoue was notified on February 5, 1993, that its

1993 Vofter neath1y xepert we dee on aoveber 20 1"93. A

Wone-Filer Notice was seatt A tosone on December IS, 1993, .1
Informing it that the failure to file the report in a timely

manner could result in an audit or legal enforcement action. On

December 20, 1993, Autosone filed its 1993 November Monthly

Report, 30 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $992 and $0

disbursements.

On February 5. 1993, Autozone was notified that its

1993 December Monthly Report was due on December 20, 1993. On

December 17, 1993, Autozone was sent a Chronic Late Filer Notice

advising it that any additional reports filed untimely could

result in legal enforcement action. In addition, on January 28,

1994, a Non-Filer Notice was sent to Autozone informing it that

the failure to file the report in a timely manner could result

in an audit or legal enforcement action. On February 22, 1994,

Autozone filed its 1993 December Monthly Report, 64 days late, i

disclosing receipts totaling $990 and $0 disbursements.

Autosone was notified on February 5 and December 27, 1993,

that its 1993 Year Report was due on January 31, 1994. On

February 25, 1994, Autozone was sent a Non-Filer Notice

informing it that the failure to file the report in a timely

manner could result in an audit or legal enforcement action. On

April 25, 1994, Autozone filed its 1993 Year End Report, 84 days

late, disclosing receipts totaling $2,726 and $0 disbursements.
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On December 27v 1993 and february 16. 1994, Autosone was

notilfied that that its 1994 February Monthly eport was due on

ftbruary 20,, 1494 -Autosone was soft a Non-4Fler Notice on

March 18, 1994, Informing it that failure to file the report in

a timely manner could result in an audit or legal eniforcement

action. On April 25, 1994, Autozone tiled its 1994 February

Monthly Report, 64 days late, disclosing receipts totaling

$1,384 and $0 disbursements.

Autozone was notified on December 27, 1993, and

February 16, 1994, that its 1994 March Monthly Report was due on

March 20, 1994. Autozone was sent a Non-Filer Notice on

April 12, 1994, informing it that failure to file the report in

a timely manner could result in an audit or legal enforcement

action. On April 25, 1994, Autozone filed its 1994 March

Monthly Report, 36 days late, disclosing receipts totaling

$1,509 and disbursements totaling $3,000.

Based on the foregoing, there is reason to believe that

Autozone, Inc. Committee for Better Government and John Pontius,

as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. 5 434(a)(4)(B).

44-
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March 21, 1995

Ms. Tamara Kapper
Federal Election Commision
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4191
AutoZone, Inc., Committee for Better Government
and John Pontius. as treasurer

-" Dear Ms. Kapper:

I am counsel for the AutoZone. Inc., Committee for Better Government ("SSF") and for
<) its treasurer, John Pontius. Enclosed is the Designation of Counsel Form.

Until March 1994, the designated treasurer for the SSF was Robert Olsen, who had
worked with a staff of two other persons to keep the books and records for the SSF.
Neither Mr. Olsen nor the two other persons are currently working with the SSF or with
its connected organization. In March 1994, John Pontius was named the treasurer for the
SSF. At that time it was discovered that the records had been poorly kept for the past

r,,e years. The last report ,%= late because the 1.taurer pn.ed itt rcper!y refl t the
current records. All reports, to our knowledge and belief, other than the report filed late
for March 1994, since Mr. Pontius has been treasurer have been filed timely and
correctly.

Mr. Pontius and the SSF would like the record to properly reflect that he was not the
treasurer during the time that the reports were not timely or properly filed.

P0 eft 219P Mail Station , ~ eni.T 80M~emrohis. Tn 38101



Ms. Tligs Kipper
Fedal Election Cmamission
Muhi 21, 1995
Par Two

Please feel free to contact me at the address below or at (901) 325-5216.

Yours truly,

Donald R. Rawlins
Counsel for AutoZone, Inc..

e" Committee for Better Government

CO and John Pontius, as treasurer

Enclosure



-P.O. Box 21§9. Do gt. 9074

OMmhis. Th 38101-9842

Iof

(901) 325-5216

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

Date

RESPONDEN ' S NANE:

ADDRESS:

HONE PHONE:

BUSINESS PHONE:

SigA'wture John H. Pontius, individually
and on behalf the AutoZone, Inc., Committee
for Better Government

AutoZone. Inc.- Comittae for Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer
P.O. Box 2198

.Memohis. TN 38101-9842

(901) 325-4600



April 5, 1995

Ms. Tamara Kapper
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4191
AutoZone, Inc., Committee for
Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer

Dear Ms. Kapper:

Enclosed are two executed copies of the Conciliation Agreement. Please have both
copies executed and return one to me after the Commission has approved.

Yours truly,

Donald R. Rawlins
Counsel

P sSoSM N1STn 38101

4 -"
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B3aro1 Tug rUSrAL 1;10CTION COMMISSION

to the Netter of

AutoSoAers, Inc., Comittee
for Setter Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer

* 'a

30 41191 SEPNsYr
Sol COMSL' S WIRT

I. BACKGROUND

On March 7t 1995, the Federal Election Commission ("the

Commission') found reason to believe that the AutoZoners, Inc.,

Committee for Better Government and John Pontius, as treasurer,

("AUTOZONEKS") violated 2 u.s.c. S 434(a)(4)(B) for the failure

to file timely eight (8) monthly disclosure reports during the

1993-1994 election cycle. On that same date, the Commission

determined to offer to enter into conciliation with Respondents

prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, and approved a

proposed agreement in resolution of this matter.

r CT

. , v .
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Approve and accept counteroffer proposed by
AutoZoners, Inc., Committee for Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer.

O 2. Send the appropriate letter.

3. Close the file.

Lawrence N. Noble
General Counsel

3 /SBY:
Date L o O

Associat 4 General Counsel
Attachments
1. R*esponse dated 3/21/95
2. Proposed Counteroffer dated 3/29/95

Staff Member: Tamara Rapper



n the atr of

Autolotar, ZIn., comittee
for better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer.

) RUR 4191
)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on April 6, 1995, the
Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the folloving

actions in NUR 4191:

1. Approve and accept counteroffer proposed byAutoZoners, Inc., Committee for BetterGovernment and John Pontius, as treasurer, asrecommended in the General Counsel's Report
dated March 31, 1995.

2. Send the appropriate letter, as recommended
in the General Counsel's Report dated
March 31, 1995.

3. Close the file.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, NcGarry, Potter,

and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Da te--

Ctrjriewo mmons

Received in the Secretariat:
Circulated to the Commission:
Deadline for vote:

Mon., Apr. 03, 1995
Ron., Apr. 03, 1995
Thurs., Apr. 06, 1995

9:41 a.m.
11:00 p.M.
4:00 p.m.

lrd



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASN4ECTON. DC. AM*

April 14. 1995

Don Rawlins, Esquire
P.O. Box 2198, Dept. 8074
Memphis, TH 38101-9842

RE: HUR 4191
AutoZone, Inc., Committee for
Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer

0%

C Dear Mr. Rawlins:

cr) On April 6, 1995g the Federal Election Commission accepted
the signed conciliation agreement submitted on behalf of
AutoZone, Inc., Comittee for Better Government and
John Pontius, as treasurer, in settlement of a violation of
2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(5), a provision of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act"). Accordingly, the
file has been closed in this matter.

The confidentiality provisions at 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition,

7) although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following

LP certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. while the file may be placed
on the public record before receiving your additional materials,
any permissible submissions will be added to the public record
upon receipt.

Information derived in connection with any conciliation
attempt will not become public without the written consent of

the respondent and the Commission. See 2 U.S.C.
S 437g(a)(4)(B). The enclosed concialition agreement, however,
will become a part of the public record.



ar. 3awlins asq.
Page 2

inclosed you will find a copy of the fully executed
conciliation agreenent for your files. please note that the

civil penalty Is due within 30 days of the conciliation
agreement's effective date. If you have any questions, please

contact me at (202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Tanara Kapper
Paralegal

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement

4.-



to the Natter of ) ''A
um 4191

AutoSone, Inc., Comittee for
better Government and )
John Pontius, as treasurer )

COC CILITIAON MGZUUT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election

Commission ("Commission"), pursuant to information ascertained

in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities. The Commission found reason to believe that

AutoZone, Inc., Committee for Better Government and

John Pontius, as treasurer, ("Respondents") violated 2 U.S.C.

S 434(a)(4)(B).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having

participated in informal methods of conciliation, prior to a

finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree as

follows:

I. The Comission has jurisdiction over the Respondents and

the subject matter of this proceeding, and this agreement has the

effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

5 437g(a)(4)(A)(i).

II. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement with the

Commission.

:~y-k-,-
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XV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follower

2. &wto~ose, zne~w € tte for Setter Governaet is a

political comittee ithia tho meaent of 2 U.S.C. 5 431(4)o and ii
is not an authorlsed comittee of any candidate.

2. John Pontius has been the treasurer of AutoZone,

Inc., Committee for Better Government since March 1994. Prior to

March 1994, the treasurer of AutoZone, Inc., Committee for Better

Government was Robert Olsen. V,

3. Political committees that elect to file monthly

reports shall file them no later than the 20th day after the last

day of the month, and a year end report shall be filed no later

than January 31 of the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C.

S 434(a)(4)(n).

4. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), Respondents'

1993 February monthly Report was due on February 20, 1993.

Respondents filed the 1993 February Monthly Report on March 22,

1993, 30 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $1,099 and $0

disbursements.

5. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(9), Respondents'

1993 July monthly Report was due on July 20, 1993. Respondents

filed the 1993 July Monthly Report on August 20, 1993, 31 days

late, disclosing receipts totaling $1,002 and disbursements

totaling $250.

6. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(B), Respondents'

1993 October Monthly Report was due on October 20, 1993.



Responfnts filed the 1993 Oetober tonthly Report on December 6,

R40-" .o.. tolli40" "ed

*tsbs.rsmsts t#,t59$1e.

7. Pfwtsvnt to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(!), 
aespondents'

1993 November Monthly Report was due on November 20, 1993.

Respondents filed the 1993 November Monthly Report on December 20,

1993t 30 days late, disclosiLng receipts totaling $992 and

$0 disbursements.

8. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), Respondents'

1993 December Monthly Report was due on December 20, 1993.

Respondents tiled the 1993 December Monthly Report on February 
22,

1994, 64 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $990 and

$0 disbursements.

9. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(5), Respondents'

1993 Year 9nd Report was due on January 31, 1994. Respondents

filed the 1993 Year and Report on April 25, 1994, 84 days late,

disclosing receipts totaling $2,726 and $0 disbursements.

10. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(5), Respondents'

1994 February Monthly Report was due on February 20, 1994.

Respondents filed the 1994 February Monthly Report on April 25,

1994, 64 days late, disclosing receipts totaling $1,384 and

$0 disbursements.

11. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(8), Respondents'

1994 March Monthly Report was due on March 20, 1994. Respondents

filed the 1994 March Monthly Report on April 25, 1994, 36 days

late, disclosing receipts totaling $1,509 and disbursements

totaling $3,000.

( (4.
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V. Respondents failed to file timely their 1993 February,

ftiy. s',M.i..4I1r~ 9MaslY mpOrtst their

1"93 Tear Md Reports miNd 00U L"4 Vferuary and March Monthly

Reports, in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(3).

VI. Respondents viii pay a civil penalty to the Federal

Slection Commission in the amount of one thousand dollars

($1,000), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. I 437g(a)(5)(A).

VII. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(l) concerning the matters at issue herein

or on its own notion, may review compliance with this agreement.

C. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

ti') Columbia.

VIII. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has

approved the entire agreement.

IX. Respondents shall have no more than 30 days from the

0.1 date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and implement

the requirement contained in this agreement and to so notify the

Commission.

p



X. This Conciliation Agreement constitute* the entire

agreement between the parties on the matters raised herein, and no

other statement, promisee or agreement, either written or oral,

made by either party or by agents of either party, that is not

contained in this written agreement shall be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Lawrence M. Noblq
General Counsez

BY: 'V-.- A

Associate General Counsel

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

ONae Dbnald R. Rawlins
(Position) Counsel for

AutoZone, Inc., Committee
for Better Government end
John Pontius, as treasurer

Date

April 5, 1995
Date
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4ff~gRA ELECThe
SAL o

her 11.1.

April 21, 1995

Ms. Tamara Kapper
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4191
AutoZone, Inc., Committee for Better Government
and John Pontius, its treasurer

Dear Ms. Kapper:

Enclosed is a check for $1,000.00 for payment of the civil penalty in the above referenced
matter.

It has been a pleasure working with you on this and I appreciate your assistance.

Yours truly,

Donald R. Rawlins
Counsel

Mail Station 8032 Memphis, Tn 38101

-1 r'm
,)rv

r-

CZ

C~t1

P.O. Box 2190
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WAS441NGI ON. D C 1043 r

"MVAWAY
I.,,-

TOt OGC, Docket

IROst Rosa Z,. Swinton
Accounting Technician

SUWZCt: Account Determination for Funds Received

ceied a check fromi , check number
and in the amount of)Attarhe&V is a copy of the check and any corre

was forwarded. Please indicate below the account into which"-I it should be deposited, and the HUR number and name.

TO: Rosa 3. SwintonC) Accounting Technician

FROM: OCC, Docket & 0-a

In reference to the above check in the amount of
the HUR number and in the name of7The account intowhic it shoul post is indcated below:

Budget Clearing Account (OCC), 9573875.16

L Civil Penalties Account, 95-1099.160

Other:

Signature 
Date


