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2440 Ambler Avenue WLE I-1
Norfolk, VA 23513 rc,>>VA
November 16, 1994

Federal Election Commission
Office of General Council
999 East Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: COMP'LAIT AGAINST CITY OF POTMJ~,VA FOR ABUSE OF K1LJ1'IOK LAWS

Dear General Council,

On Satur-iay, November 5, 19%4 during a Homecoming evert for T.C. Norcom
Public High School at a stadium rented through Portsmouth Parks and Recreation
Department and in the presence and/or knowledge of the following groups and in-
dividuals associated with the City of Portsmouth, VA:
Deocratic Party of Poirtamuth, VA, Frank Edndsn '-- airmen for Robb for
Senate, Congreema Robert Scott, Congreema Norma Sisisky, City Manager,
Mayor Webb, City Council Members, Electoral Registrar, School Superintendent,
School Board Chmairman and Mebers, lorcom Principal, and all other applicable
represetatives,

Ian registering a formal complaint that these groups and individuals witnessed
and/or were aware that Federal Election Laws and Equal Access Laws were broken.

This claim is drawn from the statements made by the announcer over the PA
system to an audience of approximately 7,000 citizens just 3 days before the
election. He admonished the crowd withN.*Vote for Robb, Sisiaky and Scott. Vote
Democrat." *Vote YES for elected school boards.' "Correction vote 30 for
elected school boards."

I conclude that whether or not this volunteer knew the Election Laws, that
when the authorities took the opportunity to sipy the 'vote' on elected school
boards, they should have instead reprimanded this ainouncer and his partisan
slant to the crowd immediately as a violation of Election Laws.

I would also like to call attention to a violation of the Equal Access Law
citing the mentioned groups/individuals did not formally invite the candidates
from the Republican Party.

These are gross, knowledgeable exploitations of the electoral system by
taking advantage of a public facility at a public event using tax dollars to
promote one political party and a one-sided agenda towards a referendum.

I therefore ask the Federal Election Coimission's General Council to apply
the proper disciplinary actions towards the mentioned groups/individuals and
send a copy of this action to me along with the necessary explanations.

I appreciate your timely response and justice in this matter.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Leasher

(804)455-1452

/ ,'-



2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513
November 5, 1994

Dear Portsmouth City Leaders,
Today I planned on enjoying the pleasant weather by watching my son, a

Norview HS football player, compete with his counterpats at Norcum HS.
But the atmosphere changed when over the PA the announcer literally told

the audience to "vote for Robb, Sisisky and Scott. Vote Democrat." He contin-
ued instructing with "vote Xes on elected school boards." followed with "Cor-
rection vote NO on elected school boards."

It was quite obvious to me that since there was no disclaimer trailing
this propaganda I can assume it was sanctioned by the visiting candidates
and the City of Portsmouth including all government and school officials.

Where 'toeq the City of Portsmouth get the authority to promote a one-sided
agenda and a political party at a pulcfacility during a pulcevent at the
pulcaanne This is unethical and indicates that nete our city offi-
cial nor th emoratic Party practices what they preach, Freedom of Ohoice.
Out of curiosity, were the Republican candidates formally invited? Please re-
spond.

I might suggust that you violated civil rights in that you were not allow-
ing these people to make up their own minds. This mst be the new form of 'out-
come based' elections but I prefer to call it the old game if indoctrination of
the. mi through distortions and lies played out by the elitist, controlling few.

If I were a Norcu parent I'd be insulted that you would think so low of
me that I couldn' t decide for myself-according to my principles, my values, my
conscience and my beliefs-which, my I remind you, was and still is the way

\C) this great country operates. You are a perfect example of why we need elected
school boards.

In comparison with the recent attacks on the Sweet campaign for 'defacing
Robb and Sisisky posters with Clinton stickers', this offense at Norcom wins
the highest awards for arrogance, censorship andwmultiple civil, federal and
personal violations.

I therefore request that a formal public apology and disclaimer be made by
ns;_lay, N.1ve'e 7 on the grounds mentioned earlier and to myself as I am a

Republican, believe in accountable elected school boards (I ran the petition
drive in Norfolk) and for the gross abuse of tax dollars with this unjustifi-
able, unexcusable and irresponsible mind controlling pep talk.

I am requesting a written follow up letter in response as well as the pub-
lic apology. With that I am very

Sincerely You~s,

Mar*y Ani kLeasher

beeper 455-1452
home 853-2178

Enc.



W1ovoiber 5, 199

Copies Fazed to:

Gover nor George Allen

Attorney General James Gimore

Portiat

Mayor Gloria Webb
City Manager Wayne Orton
School Superintendent Mr. Trumble
School Board Chairman Mr. Tom Benn
Caroline Barnes, Republican Chairwoman
Principle of Norcum HS

VP/LS Editor, John Barnes
WIS, Tony McCreney
WVEC-TV 13, Mike Levis
WTKR-TV 3
WTUR Radio, Pat Murphy
WAVY-TV 10
Richmond Times Dispatch

Senator Chuck Robb
Congren Norma Sivisky

Congrean Robert Scott
C' Patrick McSveeuy, VA Republican Party

Mr. Oliver North
Mr. George Sweet
Mr. Tom Ward
Senator Mark Earley 4

* -~ Lega/other

.%bjai J3efauiitALJ

Christian Coalition, Ralph Reed
Family Research Council, Gary Bauer
Family Foundation, Walter Barbie

Kb - ~-'1 ~ Lk,



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHII%(AO% DC 204bl

November 29, 1994

Mary Ann LeasheC
2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23S13

Dear Ms. Leasher:

This is to acknowledge receipt on November 22, 1994, of

your letter dated November 16# 1994. The Federal Election

campaign Act of 1971# as amended ("the Act') and Commission

Regulations require that the contents of a complaint meet

certain specific requirements. On* of these requirements is

that a complaint be sworn to and signed in the presence 
of a

notary public and notTe&zo- Your letter did not contain a

notarization on your signature and was not properly 
sworn to.

In order to f ile & legally sufficient complaint, you 
must

swear before a notary that the contents of your complaint 
are

true to the best of your knowledge and the notary must 
represent

as part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred

form is 'Subscribed and sworn to before ae on this 
day of

-, 19 .'0 A statement by the notary that the cinIiint was

swon t 'd subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient.

we regret the inconvenience that these requirements may 
cause

you, but we are not statutorily empowered to proceed 
with the

handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory

requirements are fulfilled. See 2 U.S.C. 5 437g.

Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled *filing a

Complaint.* I hope this material will be helpful to you should

you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with 
the

Commission.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a

15 day period to allow you to correct the defects 
in your

complaint. if the complaint is corrected and refiled within the

15 day period, the respondents will be so informed and provided

a copy of the corrected complaint. The respondents will then

have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the

merits. If the complaint is not corrected, the file will be

closed and no additional notification will be provided 
to the

respondents.



4p

If you have any questions concerning this Satter, please
contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Reth& Dixon

Docket Chief

enclosure

cc: City of Portsmouth
Robb for Senate
Robert Scott
Norman Sisisky
Democratic Party of Portsmouth
Portsmouth School Board



2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513RiVI'
November 16, 1994 rFIDRAL FLECT10)4

60fl1f (S 0

Federal Election Comission 21c S3A~~
Office of General Council
999 East Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: OMRPLAINT AGAINST CITY OF PfSOhVA FOR ABUSE OF ELECTION LAWS

Dear General Council,

On Saturday, November 5, 1994 during a Homecoming event f or I.C. Norcom
Public High School at a stadium rented through Portsmouth Parks and Recreation
Department and in the presence and/or knowledge of the following groups and in-
dividuals associated with the City of Portsmouth, VA:

Democratic Party of Portsmouth, VA, Frank Admondsn Cha9irman for Robb forSenate, Congresmnm Robert Scott, Congresman Norman Sisisky, City Manager,Mayor Webb, City Council Members, Electoral ReitaSchool Superintendent,
School Board Chairman and Members, Norcom Principal, and all other applicable
representatives,

Isa registering a formal complaint that these groups and individuals witnessed
and/or were aware that Federal Election Laws and Equal Access Laws were broken.

This claim is drawn from the statements made by the announcer over the PA
system to an audience of approximately 7,000 citizens just 3 days before the
election. He admonished the crowd with, *Vote for Robb, Sisisky and Scott. Vote
Demcrat." "Vote TES for elected school boards." "Correction vote NO for
elected school boards."

I conclude that whether or not this volunteer knew the Election Laws, thatwhen the authorities took the opportunity to sway the 'vote' on elected school
boards, they should have instead reprimanded this mnouncer and his partisan
slant to the crowd immediately as a violation of Election Laws.

I would also like to call attention to a violation of the Equal Access Law
citing the mentioned groups/individuals did not formally invite the candidates
from the Republican Party.

These are gross, knowledgeable exploitations of the electoral system bytaking advantage olf a public facility at a public event using tax do JLlars topromote one political party and a one-sided agenda towards a referendum.
I therefore ask the Federal Election Commission's General Council to apply

the proper disciplinary actions towards the mentioned groups/individuals and
send a copy of this action to me along with the necessary explanations.

I appreciate your timely response and justice in this matter.

Since.relv,

Mary Ann Leasher

(804)455-1452
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

December 19, 1994

Mary Ann Leasher
2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Leasher:

This letter acknowledges receipt on December 13, 1994, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act'). The
respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five
days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the, Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commissionse procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L.+'aksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASF NCTO DC 0"1Decem ber 19, 1994

Treasurer
Democratic Party of Portsmouth
c/o Leo Sharpe, Chairman
P.O. Box 1513
Portsmouth, VA 23705

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Sir or Madan:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Democratic Party of Portsmouth and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended (*the Acta). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4156. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth and you, as treasurer, in this matter.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel's
office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. if no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(8) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. if you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions* please contact Alva a. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Comission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

m(&4
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

%ASHINC ON C .'464D ecem ber 19 1, 1994

Alson Hf. Smith, Jr., Treasurer
Robb for the Senate
12 Forest Hills Drive
Luray, VA 22635

RE: MUR 4156

Dear Mr. Smith:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Robb for the Senate (*Committe**) and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act'). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4156. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials vhich you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, vhich
should be addressed to the General Counsiel's Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. I 437g(a)(4)(8) and 9 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. if you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Alvan a. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Vj7Wi& &s7
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc:The Honorable Charles S. Robb



VEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINC TON, DC 204)

I F December 19, 1994

Douglas v, Brown* Treasurer
Senator Bobby Scott for Congress
P.O. Box 251
Newport News, VA 23607

RE: HUR 4158

Dear Mr. Brown:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Senator Bobby Scott for Congress 'wCommittee')
and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (*the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 41S8.
Please refer to this number In all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee
and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(a) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Alva B. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. ror your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commissionos procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincrely, ~ \~&L

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc:The Honorable Robert C. Scott



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Necentber 19, 1994

mark a. Sisisky, Treasurer
Sisisky for Congress
P.O. box 2062
Petersburg, VA 23604

RE: NUR 4158

Dear Mr. Sisisky:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Sisisky for Congress (wCommittee") and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A Copy Of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4156. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
rN writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and

you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counses office, must be

* submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(S) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, Please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Alva 2. Smith at
(202) 219*3400. For your Information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Takiar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

CC:The Honorable Norman Sisisky



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASH NGTO 0( . ftlD ecem ber 19, 1994

Dlo1is Overton, Electoral Registrar
City of Portsmouth
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: HUR 4156

Dear Ks. Overton:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which

indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter XR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. if no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 4379(a)(4)(9) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. if you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



It you have any questions* pleas* contact Alva Z. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your information# we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Tasar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASH NCYO . D 204l Dcem ber 19. 1994

V. Wayne Orton, City Manager
City of Portsmouth
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUM 41S6

Dear Mr. Orton:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint 
which

indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election

Campaign Act of 1971. as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the

complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.

Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate 
in

writing that no action should be taken against you 
in this

matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which 
you

believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this

matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under

oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General

Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of 
receipt of

this letter. if no response is received within 15 days, the

Commission may take further action based on the available

information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with

2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(8) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless 
you notify

the Commission in writing that you wish the matter 
to be made

public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this

matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed

form stating the name, address and telephone number of such

counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any

notifications and other communications from the Commission.



it you have any questions, please contact Alva B. Bmith at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Comission's procedures for handling
complainits.

Sincerely,

(5;
Mary L.T ar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASH NC10 DC CM63Decem ber 19 , 1994

The Honorable Gloria, Webb
Mayor of Portsmouth and City Council Chairperson
City of Portsmouth
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Webb:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
Indicates that the City Council Members and you may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971t as amended
(*the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the City Council
Members and you in this matter. Please, submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Alva B. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your Information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the CommissiOnts procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Ta sar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Y.ASHI%(.TON DC 20463

December 193 1994

Dr. Dewayne Jetere Principal
I.C. Horcom High School
2900 Turnpike Road
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4156

Dear Dr. Jeter:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971. as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's office, must be, submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. I 4379(a)(4)(8) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



I

If you have any questions, please contact Alva R. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your Information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

sincerely,

Mary L asar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHI%G1ON. DC 20461

December 19. 1994

Dr. Rtichard Triable, Ill, School Superintendent
Portsmouth Public Schools
601 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: Nn4156

Dear Dr. Triable:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MRn 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commissiones analysis of this
matter. Where, appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counselts Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. if no response is received within 1S days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(8) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. if you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.
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if you have any questions, please contact Alva a. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. ror your information# we have enclosed a britf
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L ar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20-%)

December 19., 1994

3. Thomas Bonn, Chairman
Portsmouth School Board
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: NUR 4158

Der Mr. Bonn:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you and the School Board Members may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter BlUR 4158. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the
School Board Members in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commissionts analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. if you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Alva B. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your informatione we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commissionts procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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December 21, 1994

Federal Election Commission
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Ms. Taksar:
RE: MUR 4158

This letter is in reference to your correspondence dated
December 19, 1994. 1 have reviewed the complaint lodged by
Ms. Mary Ann Leasher concerning commnents made over the
public address system on Saturday November 5, 1994 during a
Homecoming Game event at I. C. Norcom. High School. I had no
personal knowledge or reponsibility for the comments that
were made at the game, further this office had no prior
knowledge nor did it approve of the announcement made.

If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me
at k804) 393-8644.

Sincerely,

Deioris M. Overton
General Registrar

c:Electoral Board

CUMIMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
CVTY OF PORTSMOUrH, to-wit:

S,.bscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of Decembter, 1994 by

Delc-ris M. Overton.

Notary Public

my Coo-.iission Expires: September 30, 1998

TaftWisipb 175Z
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December 29, 1994

Federal Election Commission
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

Please refer to my letter dated 12/21/94 regarding a
complaint lodged by Ms. Mary Ann Leasher. I inadvertently
left off the location of the Homecoming game for the I. C.
Norcom High School. The game was played at Frank D. Lawrence
Stadium in Portsmouth, Va on 11/05/94.

Please attach this letter with the previous one sent on
12/21/94. Again, please feel free to contact me if you have
further questions at 804-393-8644.

Sinciprely,

Deloris M. Overton
General Registrar

c.-: Electora'l Board

CCMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
-I1TY OF PORTSMOUTH, to wit:

Sibs.-rlbed and sworn to before me this 29th day o
Dt-cember, 19194 by Deboris M. Overton

Notary vublic:

Mv commiss:;n Exples: September 301-, 1998
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January 4, 1995 iq14.ISIm I-

Nary L.-?aksarD, Rsq.
Centr*l Wramment Docket
General Counsel Ia offiLe
Federal glection Comeion
Vh8iigton,. D.C. 20463

fle NUm 4158

Dear Nis. Taksart

X am herewith bend~ to= atedte1104o w~hich was reaeve cm D~OM~~ ree IC~e v12,
I did hiot violate the Vedftal 2loticom ag Act of1071., £ had )wov~fda of' what me to be eaid byte volunteerWho apoWce dfrin the halfitme shin. The rounemstatements wore his wM anW wers neither atorLs~d by Ue orano under my ouploy or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your reqetaocnldt7hiu with a findintg Of Wo violation. Sho ld you have anyitarther quaestions cOwnrning thi. matter, please feel free tocontact Stuart 3. Kats, Portamouathop City.Attorvey.

Sincerely,

ghn W4. Cle
ice m~ayor

JMC/lh.r

gmi - 4.
9"
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19-t of ALt tn4,~riI

OeeralcOn*O'B officso

hi ng on D.C 2 46

33g" Mm 4153

Deary L4. Takear: eq

Ce9tr, whih arceived Doecebr21t94

Fedid noetiolat thCommissiono Ca~n cto

wh anpok e wt soning the hayte ou. lter daluteder emer192994, whtc wareive own Dweetr autore by994.o

anyone under my employ or control.

I trust that this will satiety your reqiast and dxxoludethis with a finding of no violation. Shouald you have anyfurther quest ions concerning this metter.~lase feel free tocontact Stuart B. Katz, Portsmoth' s Cityllttorney.

VW0 1 hr



A D wn o r~ta~ ~ c it y, t o a

!OI Cq -Ia at..t

?h* abv*-Aaae 14dividual to hereby deuignat~ & a, m*oun2el and 1. authorga" to cejygv SOY "tfc~In and othercowunication. from the Cominstiq and to ct on my behalf befoce
the COmisvion. I Ir

ADeims 31C~
.........

-14Up2370

Mm wm

6
1422
a 4 AJ__



VEEAL ELECTION
COMM#ISSION~

OFFICE OF CENIrRAL

Jai 5 349111'l

Q~it WWII ofm uIW ~ u

llwmiq - w

Minry L Tdczwl mvrc

ck. bCom' (Hfk'

Wuhqlie,1).C- 20463

RM: MAI5I41

1W Ms. Tk

I1 atrwi* col I~ to yourm 1db d Deizedw 19, 1994, ifht wourcived
o o or 21, 1,94.

I id ad vi the Feft1 Bhlcis Cuiog. Act of1971. 1 wa so1 p a whm ow
cuo c mm~ AWD ow dli I bm l knw .1d of%* wm le be mu by do wvsku'

Vwequobe t bwf-iumS*. Th luawamominmaswe hs mi toa
autharlmd by m or inyom wfr my amyly or cuwd.

I 1rumt 69 lf ob ulyd yur ,uqt md amduiis 0i vita die a~igm1vcaL
Shmid you Imc my futhwr qwuihm wmaqthis wow, pbs. Wue kic io a v Smw
1LL Kau, Forwaut's U'y Aft"w.

P. Wind Rubiett. Jr.

PWRJrlhr
xc: Stuart L. Kauz



Qatg ofVotuat, tgf5

fanuary 4, 1995

Mary L. Takear. caq.
Central Enforcement Docket
general Counel'sp office
Federal Kiection Cisson
Washington, D.C. 20463

M3 Nur 4135

Doar Me. Takwart

r am herewith respoinding to yor letter dated D~einbu 19,
1L994, which was received on Deeb'21t 1994.

1 did not violate the Federal Blect ian Campaign Act of
1971. 1 was not present whein the allege oeto were made
"or did I have knowledge of what vas to be said bV the
volunteer who spoke during the half -time show. The volunteer'
statements were his own and were neither authoriund by me or
anyone under my employ or control.

it trust that this will satisfy your reaet and conclude
Ihis with a finding of no violation. Shouldyoau have any
further questions concerning thinsmatter, piee feel free to
contact Stuart B. Katz, Portsmnouth's City Attorney.

JCH/lhr



CHUt of Fartomu4 f*m

Wag ~bJanuary 4.* 1,99

Mary L. ?aksar, Eq.
Central Rnf orceantz Docket
General Consel1I Of fi Ce
Pederal Election CMI#Sion
Washington, D.C. 20463

V3: Mr 415S

Dear Me. Takdoar:

I an herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,1994. which was recoived on December 31, 1994.

1 did not violate the Pederal glection Caqiieign Act of1971. 1 WON not present when the alleged no-mnts were made nor
di'd I have' knOnledge Of whet Warn to be said by the volunteerwhupokce during the half-time show. The volunteera'.stAteunts were his amwo n were neither authorizned by me oranMYoe under MY ON1 oy or control.

I trust that this will satisufy your request and concludethis with IL finding of no violation. Should you have anyfurther questions concerning this matter. pleas* feel free tocontact Stuart It Katz, Portsmouths City Attorney.

Sincerely,

Cmron C. Pitts
Cotmcilman

CCP/lhr
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January 5, 1996 (M61*911 .

MaryI..Takmaur .B".
Cgu trUforcement Docket
Geteral Cousel #s Off ice
Federal alect ion Comismion
Wshington, D).C. 20463

RE. Hur 4156

Dear Vs. Takear:

Ibis is to a&&Ise youi that in my letter to you dated
JonMkzy 4, 1995,j there Vas a tymorapbioal ex-ror in paragraph
two I I ne two.* The -stae shold have read 01 had IQ
knowledge of what wa to be sa Id by the volunteer who spoke
during the half time show. 1

I apologize for any incoiwonience this may have csaused,

Co M. Clema"'u lan
C-

C-

' &

3?4C/ hi'

9V A so FA A lob" A 4bmw
*"Ph"
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December 30, 1994

Federal Election Commission
Office of General Council
999 East Street NW
Washinqton, D. C. 20463

Dear Sir/Madam: -

Please allow this letter to serve as my response to
letter dated December 19, 1994, received December 22, 1994,t
matter numbered MUR4158.

Mr. Sisisky, the candidate, nor anyone from the Sisisky
for Congress campaign attended the football game as outlined
in the complaint. Also, neither the campaign staff nor the
candidate had anything to do with the coordination or
organization of" the activities involved with the game.
Once again, neither Mr. Sisisky nor any member of the
Sisisky for Congress campaign staff was in the stadium
or attended the game.

I hope this information is of assistance to you. Please
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any additional
questions.

Sincerely,

MARK SISISKY



41itV of VvrtettmdIf, 30ri MR
effic* of ieAner

January 4, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Centr-a! Enf or-e-ent Do-cket
General counsel's Office
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am herewith responding to your letter dated
December 19, 1994, which was received on December 21,
1994.

I did not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971. 1 was not present when the alleged comhments were
made nor did I have knowledge of vhat was to be said by
the volunteer who spoke during the half-time show. The
volunteer's statements were his own and were neither
authorized by me or anyone under my employ or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your request and
conclude this matter, with a finding of no violation.
Should you' have any further questions concerning this
matter. please feel free to contact Stuart E. Katz,
Portsmouth's City Attorney.

Sincerely,

G7' ri 0.Webb
Mayor

\30,w /' tS
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Januwy 4, 1995

C--

-' c

Ms. Mwy L. Taksar, Attrney
Fedea Election Commission
Centra Enforcement Docket
999 Eas Stree NW
Washingt, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

Thank you for keeping us infonwd as to the preewg i ia1,n thi most unfoivunae
incident. Neeless to say, t School &&d andfIW wemi e and chagrined thW an
announcer would tke such advanftae of the sftm&en to lnted t spoitcal view at a
footbl gone.

We ar" most anxious t clea thi mwaer up and wil be repvvsemte by our City
Aftoney Swir Kat and Schoo ft"d Attoney Geore M. Wia. Ples find the
Statment of Designation enclosd.

Richan D. Thimble, PA.D.
Superintendent of Schools

RDT.-ns
Enclosure

xc: Mr. Stuart Katz
Mr. George Willson

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

OFFICE Of THE SUPERINTENDENT



TELEPON

M41U8

NA Olpm . Stuga Katz
Mr. Goorge N. Wilson

ADO~S801 Crowxard StRa"
Portsmwouth., VA 23704

(804) 393-8731

The above-named individual Is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Comission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

Si natureZ_7,

RSPOIDUI? 1S MNNI s PortsmoUt&h biQ_,SchaoQz

wasR:80Ce Srt

Portsmouth, VA 23704

HOWE PHONEI

BUSINESS PHONE:

(804) 397-5794

(804) 393-8742

114/95

Date

Cr~rO = .

.7
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January l0, 1995

JMay L. ?aksar, zsquire
CetxaL Enforcunnt Docket
office of Genleral Counsel
Fedexal Ilection Ciniss ion
Washington, D.C. 20463 - -~

.7 C'

I represet the Diratic Party of IP - -t-!th in cadectLOt
withi the sbove-ref ezesuor-d mtter. T22 uros of this letter Is ts
A M au teat. that no action should be takenw aast my client. V.r'

First, the C=Vlaiat lacks any factual alleAtns~ c-oncernng
conduct by the Owwwratic Party of portsmth. Tho Cmlaint
alleged that an anmanrw at a public high scool, fooMtl gsma
mae an a a ucinat over the p--%Lc address syst. this is
insufficilent to alle"e a violaitini of the leica-letou CaMpaig
Act of 1971, as ~ ,(*the Acts) by the DeOratic Party of

Ptsouth.

Seacmd , the grvnof the Cal&tt is not within the
Juriediction of the Act.

Third, as is clear from the enclosed affidavit, the Demcratic
Party of Portsinuth did not have prior Jusawledqe of or aprovebw the
Aftoujemet, did not seek or cause the an -ao-mut- to be ade,
and did not pay for the Me t There is, is fact, no reason
to believe that the vaecatic Party of Port smotw a in any way
responsible for this aND 1-Unmat or In any way violated the Act.

Accordingly, we request that the Cowmission determl n there is
no reason to believe that the Dmcratic Party of Portsmouth
violated the Act and close this matter.

Enclosure
cct Leo F. Sharpe, Jr.

1,l At=

nls$ IUR 415S
Dear Ms.* Taktear's
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CITY/COUMT OF .i~i. 2 i.ato wits

AFFIDAVIT

1. Leo F. Sharp., Jr., being first duly sworn, depose. and

states as follow on personal knowledge:

1. I am the Chairman of the Portsmouth Democratic Comittee.

2. 1 have reviewed the Complaint and related document which

initiated MMR 4158.

3. To the best of my knowledge and belief , the Portsmouth

Democratic Committee did not have prior knowledge of or in any way

approve the, announcement set forth In the Complaint,, nor did the

Portsmouth Demcratic Party seek or cause the announceant to be

made and it did not pay for the announcement. In short , the

Portsmouth Democratic Comifttee was not in any way responsible for

this announcement.

Given under my hand this / ay of January, 1995.

SUBSCRIBED, SWORN AND ACKNOMALDGKD to befor me this
/C4-day of January, 1995 by Leo F. Sharpe, r., an Chairman,
Portsmouth Democratic Coomuittee.

my commuission expires:

1 11 ' 1111-1 1
RINtp
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Then abeveefued InSIltvhal to beCeby ftsilleated as my
0"001 wAis astbells" to Ir@o@Ie &fly notillleatleas and

ccinlcetiws I gom the Comission and to act on my behalf

the COM14*1689

inmuinw ~ ~ ~ M in-Dwmuut inrakie '-OMIttee

M .P. 0. Box- 1513__wbm_

Port*outh. VA 22705

ur&=Now

othec
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Cill causuitn" January 4, 1995 843712

Mary L.- Taksar, Esq.
Central Enforcement Docket
General Counsel's Office
Federal Election Cormmission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RZ: Nur 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was received on December 21, 1994.

I did not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971. 1 had no knowledge of what was to be said by the
volunteer who spoke during the half-time show. The volunteer's
statements were his own and were neither authorized by me or
anyone under my employ or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your request and conclude
this with a finding of no violation. Should you have any
fu-ther questionrc concerwning this matter, please 'feel free to
contact Stuart E. Katz, Portsmouth's City Attorney.

Sincerely,-

Berylard D. Griffin, Sr.
Councilman

BDGSr.'lhr



NORCOM HIGH SCHOOL N
2900 Turnie Road, Fbnoth. Virginia 23707

Phone f804)393-8793

-. '

Office of the Principal0

January 10, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket
999 East Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

This letter is in response to yours of December 19, 1994,
concerning an incident at the I. C. Norcom High School
homecoming -game on November 5, 1994. Please be advised that
while I was present at the stadium when the incident occurred, I
had not been made aware of any plan by Mr. William Coltrane, the
game announcer and parent/president of the I. C. Norcom Band
Parents Association to make any statements concerning any
political candidate or election issue during half time
activities.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of a letter
dated November 8, 1994, from me to Mr. Coltrane concerning his
actions as well as a copy of his reply memorandum dated November
10, 1994, containing a public apology which was read by him at
the next football game on November 11, 1994.

Regarding the alleged violation of the Equal Access Law, no
invitations to any political candidates were issued by I. C.
Norcom High School or by me. To my knowledge, by published
advertisement, the general public was invited to participate in
the homecoming events by contacting the I. C. Norcom Alumni
Association, which is not a group employed by or under the
control of the Portsmouth Public Schools, I. C. Norcom High
School, or me.

There was certainly no intention by I. C. Norcom High
School or me to violate any applicable laws. I furthermore
believe that no violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971 occurred and that we nevertheless promptly took the
appropriate steps to prevent a recurrence of similar incidents
in the fut--re.

CAREER E:DUCATION
FMtIATION FOR THE Ut TU RF



Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Page 2
January 10, 1995

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate
to contact Stuart E. Katz, City Attorney, or George M. Willson,
School Board Attorney, whom I have designated as my legal
counsel in the attached Statement of Designation.

Sincerely,

ewan F. terSr., Ed.D.
Principal

DFJSr/lhr

Enclosures

xc: Richard D. Trumble

Superintendent of Schools

The contents of the alove letter were swcrn to and subscribed
before me on this j day of January, 1995.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: September 30, 1998.
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Stuart E. Katz, Esq.
WADS 0 Wd Georae M4. WIL11. sc

ADOS~a801 Crawford Street

P. 0. Box 820

Portsmouth, Virginia 23705-0820

9ULEPRI(804) 393-8731

-WI

are
The above-named individualsts hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Comission.

ite/

MRPONuuff.s HAM DeWayne F. Jeter, Sr., Ed.D.

ADR3SS:2900 Turnpike Road

Portsmouth, Virginia 23707

30OM3 PECKS

BU IN8 PIOUS: (804) 393-8793

L.- -A



NORCOM HIGH SCHOOL [j]

bovosubsr B, 1994

MH . WIil Colt-ram
927 Blair Street
Partinouth, VA 23704

M~ar Mr. ColtraMes

heR unfortunato incident CCCUrr.1 Guzrz Lhc halftim
activities ar. the I.C. IforeWom/U@Y Riob Schnni foo'tball
g on Nvamber 3, 14 4. At that tim you were a nIn-M
thea band's V erfo=Ame,, as you have dmoe for the last four

1wi anU.t witbeut prior approval trin any
aabool autbri ty, you mod a rutcrame to the i -emia
elect1m and told the 9,-ttOUx to vote for sefi

oaaidsm ad hw to vow Ca eolfis issues. S
specoxr have been of fa.m". I ha" rmce~twed go=@ calls
and eapy of a tax frem oalm ctizems z feel that the

aftio yes took am Lom beeat

-fuavA I havego bY Pbw eat the en~wiaonet that
this =lo~ac t has bwat M~nor Mehool Snd Mant
Vubai sebools. 7 would =k to met with you as gem as
,1s9ble to make p~ain for you to publialy apoloqise to Mur

a trnat the fobtb.U. 9Mn Ithjs Friday in a atatmat
4W if yu ill prewe! bave M-- - by me, amd read

verbatim over the puic~. areds Mytin . the Zutuw, auy
statmts whichb you inko, other then the actual announri ng
of the ftirb1l 9a ust be in writing, be approved by an
a~anitator, and be read verbatim.

I value your dodication and coitment to our prograw her* at
T.C. WarcouI, and trust t1h*to with the gideins outlined
above, we can continue to enjoy yQo1x outstandinlg co~hltary
of our cams and pirogama.

ao~r t9 ly,

yor tcpa

CARCElR CI)UJC.TIOIW
FflINDATIONJ FORTH WNK hIItk~



DATE: November 10, 1994

TO: Dr. DeWaYne Jeter

FROM: William B. Cotac~4~

I Propose to read the following statement at the November 11, 1994 foobal game:
An unfortunate incident Occurred during the 1. C. Norcom/Norview High School gameSaturday, November 5. 1994. During the game, I made inappropriate remarksconcerning the recent elections. Those remarks did not reflect the views of 1. C.Norcom High School or the Portsmouth Public School systems. I sincerely apologize toany who were offended.
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OFFtCE Of THEf CHAIRMAN

January 10, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket
999 East Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

4-

.~' I"
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Re: DIUR 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

This letter is in response to your correspondence dated
December 19, 1994.

Please be advised that I was not present when the alleged
comments were made nor did I have any knowledge of what was to
be said by the announcer who spoke during the half time
activities. The announcer's statements were his own and were
not authorized by me or by any member of the School Board of the
City of Portsmouth. Consequently, I believe that neither I nor
any member of the School Board violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971.

I trust that the above will answer your questions in this
matter, and that you will be able to conclude that no violation
of the Act occurred. However, if you have any further
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stuart E. Katz,
City Attorney or George M. Willson, School Board Attorney, whom
I have designated as my legal counsel in the attached Statement
of Designation.

Sincerely,

J. Thomas Be ,III, Chairman
rtsmouth S hool Board

JTB I I I /lhr

Enclosure

XC: Dr. Richard D. Trumbie
Superintendent of Schools

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



M3 4158
Stuart E. Katz, Esq.

SAMUP WCUEs GeoeM.. W 1linn R 1

ADDS:801 Cravfnd Rtroeet_

P. 0.Box 820

PortsMuth. _Virginia 23705

TELWBuEU (804)-393-8731

L.J

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before
the Commission,

Date,

RESPDUT as MNIS

BHR PHOmEt

BUSINESS PHOME:

S g ature

J. Thomas Benn, III

801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

1804) 396-3510

0 '
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~Offift atsrOf tigo

~~hJanuar D.C 10463

-b 1. -~mr 4359

Deow Oft. Tuheer i

I -I boomwith resIII ding to your letter daeod Dsoemes 19,
39t4, which wsreetve an Decebr 3, 1394.

1 did Wot violate th. Federal Biection Coeign Amt of
1971,. IWU UIe PrnMRnu %b the 0110W legedN Wfmt mrade muw
did I have I - 'h-a- Of "t ws to be sad by UOhe vo1t.er
ubo spoke &wv ng 16half - tietshw. The Vol M 1tsers
statts wa his own and wv2 TwiLther autbarized by wor
myowsM" unde OVyV ora "m 1rol.

I trust that this will satisfy your request and cmlwbd
thiMI Witha& fisding of no wislatiin. Should you he" OWy
furlhe jeions cmwncerim, this matter. please feel fzee to

a.Katz. Itotswouth's City Attorney.

O&me? . Pbttin
COMMoIUM
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1v 1,35 SCOT

Federal Election Commission
999 "E" Street, NW
Attention: Mary L . Jackson, Attorney
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Attorney Jackson:

This is to advise that the Scott for Congress Committee did not
participate in the football game activities on November 5, 1994,
nor did we authorize any public statements to be made on our
behalf.

Thank You,

Charles Scott
Assistant Treasurer

Post Off ice Box 251 * 2700 Washington Avenue. Second Floor e Newport News, Virginia 23607 *(804) 245-200
Paid tor and Authoriec tby Robert C 'Bobby* Scott for Congress

8 2' 'r J
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DEVOID TUE FEDERAL ELECTION COIXZjO 10 52 M OS

In the Matter of)
Enforcement Priority

GENERAL COUNSELOS REPORT U f'lY
This report is the General Counsel's Report to recommend

that the Commission no longer pursue the identified lover

priority and stale cases under the Enforcement Priority System.

II. CASES RECOMMENDED IFOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Comission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying

those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure

of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using

Commission-approved criteria and cases that, based on their

rating, do not warrant pursuit relative to other pending cases

are placed in this category. By closing such cases, the

Commission is able to use its limited resources to focus on more

important cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has

identified 34 cases which do nit warrant further pursuit

relative to the other pending -ases. 1 A short description of

1. These matters are: PM 309 (Attachment 1); RAD 95L-12
(Attachment 2); MUR 4118 (Attachment 3); MUR 4119 (Attachment 4);
MUR 4120 (Attachment 5); MUR 4122 (Attachment 6); MUR 4123
(Attachment 7); MUR 4124 (Attachment 8); MUR 4125 (Attachment 9);
MUR 4126 (Attachment 10); MUR 4130 (Attachment 11); MUR 4133
(Attachment 12); MUR 4134 (Attachment 13); MUR 4135
(Attachment 14); MUR 4136 (Attachment 15); MUR 4137
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each case and the factors leading to assignment of a relatively

low priority and consequent recommendation not to pursue each

case is attached to this report. See Attachments 1-34. As the

Commission requested, this Office has attached the responses to

the complaints for the externally-generated matters and the

referral for the matter referred by the Reports Analysis

Division because this information was not previously circulated

to the Commission. See Attachments 1-34.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively

more resources vhen the activity and evidence are old.

Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the

Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent

activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the

current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of

our limited resources. To this end, this office has identified

11 cases that

do not

(Footnote 1 continued from previous page)
(Attachment 16); HUE 4138 (Attachment 17); MUF 4140
(Attachment 18); HUE 4142 (Attachment 19); HUE 4143
(Attachment 20); MUR 4144 (Attachment 21); HUE 4145
(Attachment 22); HUR 4148 (Attachment 23); HUTR 4149
(Attachment 24); HUE 4153 (Attachment 25); HUR 4155
(Attachment 26); MUR 4158 (Attachment 27); HUR 4163
(Attachment 28); HUR 4164 (Attachment 29); HUE 4169
(Attachment 30); MUR 4179 (Attachment 31); HUR 4195
(Attachment 32); MUR 4196 (Attachment 33); and HUE 4205
(Attachment 34).
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warrant further investment of significant Commission resources.2

Since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is

based on staleness, this office has not prepared separate

narratives for these cases. As the Commission requested, in

matters in which the Commission has made no findings, the

responses to the complaints for the externally-generated matters

and the referrals for the internally-generated matters are

attached to the report because this information was not

previously circulated to the Commission. See Attachments 35-45.

For cases in which the Commission has already made findings and

for which each Commissioner's office has an existing file, this

office has attached the most recent General Counsel's Report.

This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its

prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the cases listed

below effective October 16, 1995. By closing the cases

effective October 16, 1995, CED and the Legal Review Team will

respectively have the additional time necessary for preparing

the closing letters and the case files for the public record.

2. These matters are: PM 250 (Attachment 35); PM 272
(Attachment 36); MUR 3188 (Attachment 37); MUR 3554
(Attachment 38); MUR 3623 (Attachment 39); MUR 3988
(Attachment 40); MUR 3996 (Attachment 41); MUR 4001
(Attachment 42); MUR 4007 (Attachment 43); MUR 4007
(Attachment 43); MUR 4008 (Attachment 44); and MUR 4018
(Attachment 45).
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A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file effective
October 16P 1995 in the following matters:

1) PM 309
2) R&D 95L-12
3) PM 250
4) PM 272

B. Take no action, close the file effective October 16.
1995, and approve the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

1) MIJR 3554
2) HUR 3623
3) MUR 3988
4) MUR 3996
5) MUR 4001
6) NUR 4007
7) MUR 4008
8) HUR 4018
9) NUR 4118
10) NUR 4119
11) MUR 4120
12) MUR 4122
13) MUR 4123
14) MUR 4124
15) HUR 4125
16) MUR 4126
17) MUR 4130
18) MUM 4133
19) MUR 4134
20) MUR 4135
21) MUR 4136
22) MUR 4137
23) MUR 4138
24) MUR 4140
25) MUR 4142
26) MUR 4143
27) MUM 4144
28) MUR 4145
29) MUR 4148
30) MLUR 4149
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31) HUR 4153
32) MRN 4155
33) R 4158
34) HR 4163
35) HUN 4164
36) HR 4169
37) HR 4179
38) MUN 4195
39) HR 4196
40) NUR 4205

C. Take no further action, close the file effective
October 16t 1995 and approve the appropriate letter ina NUN 3168.

De arnmN
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In the matter of)
) agenda Document #X95-85

anforcnt Priority )

CsmuIFnMX

1I, Marjorie W. Emons, recording secretary for the

Federal Election Commission executive 0es010D On

October 17, 1995, do hereby certify that the Comission

decided by votes of 5-0 to take the following actions:

A. Decline to open a KUR and close the file
effective October 17, 1995 in the following
matters:*

1) PH 309
2) RAD 95L-12
3) PM 250
4) PM 272

B. Take no action, close the file effective
October 17, 1995, and approve the appropriate
letter in the following matters:

1) NUR 3554
2) NUR 3623
3) HUR 3988
4) HUR 3996
5) HUR 4001
6) HUR 4007
7) HUE 4008
8) HUR 4018
9) HUE 4118

(continued)
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20) NUN 4119
11) NUN 4120
12) NUN 4122
13) NI= 4123
14) NUN 4124
15) NUN 4125
16) NUN 4126
17) NUN 4130
18) NUN 4133
19) NUN 4134
20) NUN 4135
21) NUN 4136
22) NUN 4137
23) NUN 4138
24) NUN 4140
25) NUN 4142
26) NUN 4143
27) NUN 4144
28) NUN 4145
29) NUN 4148
30) NUN 4149
31) NUN 4153
32) NUN 4155
33) NUN 4158
34) NUR 4163
35) NUN 4164
36) NUN 4169
37) NUN 4179
38) NUN 4195
39) NUN 4196
40) NUR 4205

C. Take no further action, close tUe file
effective October 17, 1995 and approve the
appropriate letter in NUR 3188.

(continued)
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Commissioners Aikens, Nlliott, McDonald* McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for each of the decisions;

Comissioner Potter was not present.

Attest:

Date
eary of the Commissiona

I



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. D C 20461

October 23, 1995

mat~ Ann Leasher

Norfolk, VA 23513

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Leasher:

on December 13, 1994t the Federal Election Commission

received your complaint alleging certain 
violations of the

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this 
matter, the

Commission has determined to exercise its 
prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action against 
the respondents. See

attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed itslTIle

in this matter on October 17, 1995. This matter will become

part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial 
review of the

Commissionts dismissal of this action. 
See 2 U.S.C.

S437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

Attorney

Attachment
Narrative



NUR 4156
CIY or PORYSNOUT

Nary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
Individuals associated vith the city, the Scott Comittee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

in the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have

'C made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

01. This matter is less significant relative to other matters0% pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20460

lo t October 23, 1995

J. Thomas Benng Ill, Chairman
Portsmouth School 3oard
P.O. Box 996
Portsmouth, VA 23705

RE: KR 4158
School Board Members

Dear Mr. Bonn:

on December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission
notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
federal Zlection campaign Act of 19711 as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
commission has determi ned to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the School Board
Members. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Comission
closed its-tle in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. in addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Counission's vote. if you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
publiz record when received.

if you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mry L'. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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CITY OF PORTSNOUT3

Nary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouthe Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

in the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of thevolunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeterl the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.
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Ili ASHIGTOND C 04b October 23, 1995

Jay S. Nlyersof, sq.
11718 Bowman Green Dr.
Reston, VA 22090

aE: KUR 4158
Portsmouth Democratic Committee and Treasurer

Dear Mr. Mlyorson:

on December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission

notified your clients of a complaint alleging 
certain violations

of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971, as amended. A

copy of the complaint was enclosed with 
that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this 
matter, the

Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action against 
your clients. See

attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed tTs file

in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions o~f 2 U.S.C. S 4379(a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is now public. 
In addition,

although the complete file must be paced 
on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at any time 
following

certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials to appear on 
the public record,

please do so as soon as possible. While the file mlay be placed

on the public record prior to receipt of your 
additional

materials, any permissible submissions will 
be added to the

public record when received.

if you have any questions, please contact 
Alva E. Smith at

(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Nar rat ive
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CITY orFPORTSNOUTD

nary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Devayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20463 

O t b r 2 , 1 9

j. Howard PEiddletofh, Jr.* Treasurer
Robb for the Senate
?.O. Box 1279
McLean, VA 22101

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Mr. piddleton:

on December 19, 1994, the Federal Election commission

notified you of a complaint alleging 
certain violations of the

Federal lection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of

the complaint was enclosed with that 
notification.

After considerinq the circumstanlces 
of this matter, the

Commission has determi ned to exercise 
its prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action against 
Rob for the Senate and

you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the

commission closed itrsYile in this 
matter on October177, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is nov 
public. in addition,

although the complete file must be paced 
on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at 
any time following

certification of the Commissionos 
vote. if you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials to appear on the public 
record,

please do so as soon as possible. while the file may be placed

on the public record prior to receipt 
of your additional

materials, any permissible submissions will be 
added to the

public record when received.

if you have any questions, please 
contact Alva E. Smith at

(202) 219-3400.
Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Nar rat ive



MUR 4156
CIT OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
Individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20463

October 23, 1995

Douglas w. Brown# Treasurer
Senator Bobby Scott for Congress
P.O. sox 251
Newport News, VA 23607

RE: KuR 4158

Dear Mr. Brown:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission

notified you of a complaint alleging 
certain violations of the

Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971, as amended. A copy of

the complaint was enclosed with that 
notification.

After considering the circumstances 
of this matter, the

Commission has determi ned to exercise 
its prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action 
against Senator Boby Scott for

Congress and you, as treasurer. 
See attached narrative.

Accordingly, the Commission closeU-Tts 
file in this matter on

October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions 
of 2 U.S.C. 5 4377 (a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is 
now public. in addition,

although the complete file must 
be placed on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at any 
time following

certification of the Commission's 
vote. If you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials 
to appear on the public record,

please do so as soon as possible. 
While the file may be placed

on the public record prior to 
receipt of your additional

materials, any pernipsible submissions 
will be added to the

public record when raceived.

if you have any questions, please 
contact Alva E. Smith at

(202) 219-3400.
Sincerely,

ary L.aksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative



MR3 41S8
CIY OF FOR SHNUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia# and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

in the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 

DC 20461O 
to e 3 , 1 9

Plark D. sisisky, Treasurer
Sisisky for Congress
P.O. sox 2062
petersburg# vA 23804

RE: M4UR 4158

Dear Mr. sisisky:

on December 19, 1994t the Federal Election commission

notified you of a complaint alleging certain 
violations of the

Federal Election Campaign Act Of 1971, as amended. A copy of

the complaint was enclosed vith that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this 
matter, the

commission has determined to exercise its 
prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action against 
sisisky for Congress

and you# as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly,

the commission closed itry-ile in this matter 
on October 17,

1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
S 437g(a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is now public. 
in addition,

although the complete file must be paced 
on the public record

within 30 days, this could occur at any time following

certification of the Commissions vote. if you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials to appear 
on the public record,

please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed

on the public record prior to receipt of your additional

materials, any permissible submissions will be added 
to the

public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at

(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative



XR 4158
CITY or POBTSHOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth# the City of Portsmouth* Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane atthe Homecoming event was done by him individually and that noone had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer wouldmake this type of political statement. The Office of the CityCouncil and the o ther respondents state that the conduct of thevolunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to havemade reference to an upcoming election and encouraged thespectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote onspecific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. 0 C 204b)

October 23, 1995

Deloris overtone Blectoral Registrar
City of Portsmouth
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Overton:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission

notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations 
of the

Federal lection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of

the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, 
the

Commission has determi ned to exercise its prosecutorial

discretion and to take no action againstcyou. See attached

narrative. Accordingly, the Commission cosed Tf-s file in this

matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(12) 
no

longer apply and this matter is now pblic. in addition,

although the complete file must be placed on the public 
record

within 30 days, this could occur at any time following

certification of the Comission's vote. if you wish to submit

any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,

please do so as soon as possible. *hile the file may be placed

on the public record prior to receipt of your additional

materials, any permissible submissions will be added 
to the

publiz record when received.

.f you have any questions, please contact Alva E. 
Smith at

(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L.Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative



NUR 4156O
CITY OF POTSU

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
Individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

in the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20463

October 23, 1995

Stuart Katz# Esq.
Georg* x. Willson, Esq.
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MIUR 4158
V. Wayne Orton, Dr. Dewayne Jeter, Dr. Richard
Triable, and J. Thomas Bonn

Dear Messrs. Katz and Willson:

on December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission

CK notified your clients of a complaint alleging certain violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A

copy of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

cll After considering the circumstances of this matter, the

Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against your clients. See

attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed TT-s file
in this matter on October 17, 1995.

^0 The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 5 4379(a)(12) no

Ole-longer apply and this matter is now public. in addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

if you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sir.ce rely,

Attorney

Attachment
Nar rat ive



NUN 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

in the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the City
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 2046

October 23, 1995

The sonorable Gloria Webb
Mayor of Portsmouth and City Council Chairperson
city of Portsmouth
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Webb:

on December 19, 1994, the Federal Election commission
notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal ElTect ion Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the City Council Membrs
and you. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission
closed itsfWle in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commsission's vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary aksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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CITY OF POUTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the DemocraticParty of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, andindividuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, theSisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that therespondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public Highschool Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote forthe Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents statethat the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane atthe Homecoming event was done by him individually and that noone had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer wouldmake this type of political statement. The office of the CityCouncil and the other respondents state that the conduct of thevolunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of theparties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, thePrincipal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltraneindicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to havemade reference to an upcoming election and encouraged thespectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote onspecific issues during a public announcement at a footballgame. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologizeat the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provideda copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D C 20463
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