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2440 Ambler Avenue . r.i:'t*?:m“
Norfolk, VA 23513 COMNES e RAL
November 16, 1994 OFFICE Th ™

Koy 22 1216 P "M

Fecderal Election Commission
Office of General Council
999 East Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: COMPLAINT AGAINST CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, VA FOR ABUSE OF ELECTION LAWS

Dear General Council,

On Saturday, November 5, 1994 during a Homecoming event for 1.C. Norcom
Public High School at a stadium rented through Portsmouth Parks and Recreation
Department and in the presence and/or knowledge of the following groups and in-
dividuals associated with the City of Portsmouth, VA:

Democratic Party of Portsmouth, VA, Frank Edmondson, Chairman for Robb for
Senate, Congressman Robert Scott, Congressman Norman Sisisky, City Mamager,
Mayor Webb, City Council Members, Electoral Registrar, School Superintendent,
School Board Chairman and Members, Norcom Principal, and all other applicable
representatives,
Iam registering a formal complaint that these groups and individuals witnessed
and/or were aware that Federal Election Laws and Equal Access Laws were broken.

This claim is drawn from the statements made by the announcer over the PA
system to an audience of approximately 7,000 citizens just 3 days before the
election. He admonished the crowd with, "Vote for Robb, Sisisky and Scott. Vote
Democrat.” "Vote YES for elected school boards.” "Correction vote RO for
elected school boards."

I conclude that whether or not this volunteer knew the Election Laws, that
when the authorities took the opportunity to sway the 'vote' on elected school
boards, they should have instead reprimanded this smnouncer and his partisan
slant to the crowd immediately as a violation of Election Laws.

I would also like to call attention to a violation of the Equal Access Law
citing the mentioned groups/individuals did not formally invite the candidates
from the Republican Party.

These are gross, knowledgeable exploitations of the electoral system by
taking advantage of a public facility at a public event using tax dollars to
promote one political party and a one-sided agenda towards a referendum.

I therefore ask the Federal Election Commission's General Council to apply
the proper disciplinaryv actions towards the mentioned groups/individuals and
send a copy of this action to me along with the necessary explanations.

1 appreciate vour timelyvy response and justice in this matter.

Sincerely,

iy &

£ Oy

Mary Ann Leasher

(804)455-1452




. 2440 Ambler Avenue.

Norfolk, VA 23513
November 5, 1994

Dear Portsmouth City Leaders,

Today I planned on enjoying the pleasant weather by watching my son, a
Norview HS football player, compete with his counterparts at Norcum HS.

But the atmosphere changed when over the PA the announcer literally told
the audience to "vote for Robb, Sisisky and Scott. Vote Democrat." He contin-
ued instructing with "vote yes on elected school boards." followed with "Cor-
rection vote NO on elected school boards."

It was quite obvious to me that since there was no disclaimer trailing
this propaganda I can assume it was sanctioned by the visiting candidates
and the City of Portsmouth including all government and school officials.

Where does the City of Portsmouth get the authority to promote a one-sided
agenda and a political party at a public facility during a public event at the
public's expense? This is unethical and indicates that neither your city offi-~
cials nor the Democratic Party practices what they preach, Freedom of Choicas.
Out of curiosity, were the Republican candidates formally invited? Please re-
spond.

I might suggust that you violated civil rights in that you were not allow—
ing these people to make up their own minds. This must be the new form of 'out-
come based' elections but I prefer to call it the old game if indoctrination of
the massm through distortions and lies played out by the elitist, controlling few.

If I were a Norcum parent 1'd be insulted that you would think so low of

me that I couldn't decide for myself-according to my principles, my values, my
conscience and my beliefs—which, may I remind you, was and still is the way
this great country operates. You are a perfect example of why we need elected
school boards.

In comparison with the recent attacks on the Sweet campaign for 'defacing
Robb and Sisisky posters with Clinton stickers', this offense at Norcom wins
the highest awards for arrogance, censorship and€multiple civil, federal and
personal violations.

I therefore request that a formal public apology and disclaimer be made by
Republican, believe in accountable elected school boards (I ran the petition

drive in Norfolk) and for the gross abuse of tax dollars with this unjustifi-
able, unexcusable and irresponsible mind controlling pep talk.

I am requesting a written follow up letter in response as well as the pub-
lic apology. With that I am very

Sincerely Yougs,
1 .- /
WA
Mar§ Ann Leasher

beeper  455-1452
home 853-2178




Mary Ann Leasher
November S5, 1994 .

Copies Faxed to:

Governor George Allen
Attorney General James Gilmore

Portssouth

Mayor Gloria Webb

City Manager Wayne Orton

School Superintendent Mr. Trumble
School Board Chairman Mr. Tom Benn
Caroline Barnes, Republican Chairwoman
Principle of Norcum HS

Madie

YP/LS Editor, John Barnes
WNIS, Tony McCreney
WVEC-TV 13, Mike Levis
WIKR-TV 3

WTXR Radio, Pat Murphy
WAVY-TV 10

Richmond Times Dispatch

Senator Chuck Robb

Congresamsan Norman Sisisky
Congressaan Robert Scott

Patrick McSweeny, VA Republican Party
Mr. Oliver North

Mr. George Sweet

Mr. Tom Ward

Senator Mark Earley

Legal/other

allw, vaj oehiulow

Christian Coalition, Ralph Reed
Family Research Council, Gary Bauer
Family Foundation, Walter Barbie
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DC 204618

November 29, 1994

Mary Ann Leasher
2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513

Dear Ms. Leasher:

This is to acknowledge receipt on November 22, 1994, of
your letter dated November 16, 1994. The PFederal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act") and Commission
Regulations require that the contents of a complaint meet
certain specific requirements. One of these requirements is
that a complaint be sworn to and signed in the presence of a
notary public and notarized. Your letter did not contain a
notarization on your signature and was not properly sworn to.

In order to file a legally sufficient complaint, you must
swear before a notary that the contents of your complaint are
true to the best of your knowledge and the notary must represent
as part of the jurat that such swearing occurred. The preferred
form is "Subscribed and sworn to before me on this day of

, 19 ." A statement by the notary that the complaint was
sworn to and subscribed before him/her also will be sufficient.
We regret the inconvenience that these requirements may cause
you, but we are not statutorily empowered to proceed with the
handling of a compliance action unless all the statutory
requirements are fulfilled. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g.

Enclosed is a Commission brochure entitled "Filing a
Complaint.” I hope this material will be helpful to you should

you wish to file a legally sufficient complaint with the
Commissicn.

Please note that this matter will remain confidential for a
15 day period to allow you to correct the defects in your
complaint. If the complaint is corrected and refiled within the
15 day period, the respondents will be so informed and provided
a copy of the corrected complaint. The respondents will then
have an additional 15 days to respond to the complaint on the
merits. If the complaint is not corrected, the file will be

closed and no additional notification will be provided to the
respondents.




If you have any questions concerning this matter, please
contact me at (202) 219-3410.

Sincerely,

[/}
/ 4 N
M&l '«Z‘f!‘”
Retha Dixon

Docket Chief

Enclosure

cc: City of Portsmouth
Robb for Senate
Robert Scott
Norman Sisisky
Democratic Party of Portsmouth
Portsmouth School Board




2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513 . ALGENLL
November 16, 1994 FEDERAL ELEC

COMMISSICH
QFFICE OF Gil-™

t
Federal Election Commission BE\'. |3 g 23 M N
Office of General Council
999 East Street NW

Washington, DC 20463 m M ,{ 4 / | 5 C#D

RE: COMPLAINT AGAINST CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, VA FOR ABUSE OF ELECTION LAWS

Dear General Council,

On Saturday, November 5, 1994 during a Homecoming event for I.C. Norcom
Public High School at a stadium rented through Portsmouth Parks and Recreation
Department and in the presence and/or knowledge of the following groups and in-
dividuals associated with the City of Portsmouth, VA:

Democratic Party of Portsmouth, VA, Frank Edmondson, Chairman for Robb for
Senate, Congressman Robert Scott, Congressman Norman Sisisky, City Manager,
Mayor Webdb, City Council Members, Electoral Registrar, School Superintendent,
School Board Chairman and Members, Norcom Principal, and all other applicable
representatives,
I am registering a formal complaint that these groups and individuals witnessed
and/or were aware that Federal Election Laws and Equal Access Laws were broken.

This claim is drawn from the statements made by the announcer over the PA
gystem to an audience of approximately 7,000 citizens just 3 days before the
election. He admonished the crowd with, "Vote for Robb, Sisisky and Scott. Vote
Democrat."” "Vote YES for elected school boards.” "Correction vote KO for
elected school boards.”

I conclude that whether or not this volunteer knew the Election Laws, that
when the authorities took the opportunity to sway the 'vote' on elected school
boards, they should have instead reprimanded this mnouncer and his partisan
slant to the crowd immediately as a violation of Election Laws.

I would also like to call attention to a violation of the Equal Access Law
citing the mentioned groups/individuals did not formally invite the candidates
from the Republican Party.

These are gross, knowledgeable exploitations of the electoral system by
taking advantage of a public facility at a public event using tax dollars to

promote one political party and a one-sided agenda towards a referendum.

I therefore ask the Federal Election Commission's General Council to apply
the proper disciplinary actions towards the mentioned groups/individuals and
send a copy of this action to me along with the necessary explanations.

[ appreciate your timely response and justice in this matter.

Sincerely,
i A ol i
P e

£ f L

.

) P
Marv Ann Leasher

(8041)455-1452




COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
CITY OF NORFOLK, t0-wit:

Subscribed and swom to before me this 7th day of December, 1994, by Mary Ann

Leasher.

ol ot T ot

/ Notary Public

My commission expires. June 30, 1997
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 20460

December 19, 1994

Mary Ann Leasher
2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 235113

MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Leasher:

This letter acknowledges receipt on December 13, 1994, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The
respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five
days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. 8hould you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original

complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. PFor your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,
“\\__/f‘ ff,."

Wilin X ORI F X2 )

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON DC 20461

December 19, 1894

Treasurer

Democratic Party of Portsmouth
c/0 Leo Sharpe, Chairman

P.O. Box 1513

Portsmouth, VA 23705

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Sir or Madanm:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Democratic Party of Portsmouth and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act®). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth and you, as treasurer, in this matter.
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the

Commission may take further action based on the available
information,

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. FPror your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling

complaints.
Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DC 20463

December 19, 1994

Alson H, Smith, Jr., Treasurer
Robb for the Senate

12 Porest Hills Drive

Luray, VA 22835

MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Smith:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Robb for the Senate ("Committee”) and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclogsed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please subait any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission,




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

_—/
xwg . \03391&,\ CB@)
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc:The Honorable Charles S. Robb




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGION D C 20463

December 19, 1994

Douglas W. Brown, Treasurer
Senator Bobby 8cott for Congress
P.O. Box 251

Newport News, VA 23607

MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Brown:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Senator Bobby Scott for Congress ("Committee")
and you, as treasurer, may have violated the rederal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act™). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR ¢158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee
and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(2)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Samith at
(202) 219-3400. Pror your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

M 8 ot [ 493

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc:The Honorable Robert C. Scott




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 2046 )

December 19, 1994

Mark B. Sisisky, Treasurer
Sisisky for Congress

P.O. Box 2062

Petersburg, VA 23804

MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Sisisky:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Sisisky for Congress ("Committee”) and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please subait any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 213-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

ALYV 8 obson (4%

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc:The Honorable Norman Sisisky




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D( 20401

December 19, 1894

Deloris Overton, Electoral Registrar
City of Portsmouth

801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, VA 23704

Dear Ms. Overton:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be subamaitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the

Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling

complaints.
Sincerely,

Moo S oo $22)

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTION, D C 20461}

December 19, 1994

V. Wayne Orton, City Manager
City of Portsmouth

801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Orton:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you

believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the

Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. 8Smith at
(202) 219-3400. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling

complaints.

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON DC 20403

December 19, 1994

The Honorable Gloria Webb

Mayor of Portsmouth and City Council Chairperson
City of Portsmouth

801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, VA 23704

MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Webb:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the City Council Members and you may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the City Council
Members and you in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. 1If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsgsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCTON DC 20463

December 19, 1994

Dr. Dewayne Jeter, Principal
I.C. Norcom High School

2900 Turnpike Road
Portsmouth, VA 23704

MUR 4158

Dear Dr. Jeter:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the rederal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"™). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you

believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.
Sincerely,

Mot S Tokeou (_)999)

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DC X048
December 19, 1994

Dr. Richard Trimble, III, School Superintendent
Portsmouth Public Schools

801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, VA 23704

Dear Dr. Trimble:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 4158.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you

believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the

Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. ror your information, we have enclosed a briet
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling

complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint

2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20463

December 19, 1994

J. Thomas Benn, Chairman
Portsmouth School Board
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Benn:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you and the School Board Members may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act™). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MUR 4158. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the
School Board Members in this matter. Please submit any factual
or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under ocath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. 1If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




@ @

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. PFor your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Moy 8 oksar (48)

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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®ffice of the Beneral Registrar
801 Cratoford Street
5th Fleer
Established 1752 Portsmouth, irginia 23704-3836 [804) 393-8644

December 21, 19954

Federal Election Commission
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

This letter 1is 1in reference to your correspondence dated
December 19, 1994. I have reviewed the complaint lodged by
Ms. Mary Ann Leasher concerning comments made over the
public address system on Saturday November 5, 1994 during a
Homecoming Game event at I. C. Norcom High School. I had no
personal knowledge or reponsibility for the comments that
were made at the game, further this office had no prior
knowledge nor did it approve of the announcement made.

If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me
at (804) 393-8644.

Sincerely,

e

(W g foer Y [,ﬁ'u’: £ —

Deloris M. Overton
General Registrar

cc: Electoral Board
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, to-wit:
S.ibscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of December, 1994 by

icris M. Overton.

‘ ‘f‘ { ,f 3 h /
[ ou aﬁi ftlu 7
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: September 30, 1998
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@ity of Portsmouth, Virginia

®ffice of the General Registrar
801 Cratoford $treet
5th Flowr
Eotablished 1752 Portsmouth, Wirginin 23704-3836 (804) 393-8644

December 29, 1994

Federal Election Commission
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

Please refer to my letter dated 12/21/94 regarding a
complaint lodged by Ms. Mary Ann Leasher. I inadvertently
left off the location of the Homecoming game for the I. C.
Norcom High Schcol. The game was played at Frank D. Lawrence
Stadium in Portsmouth, Va on 11/05/94.

Please attach this letter with the previous one sent on
12/21/94. Again, please feel free to contact me if you have
further guestions at 804-393-8644.

Sincerely,

AUty v fpcd =

Deloris M. Overton
General Registrar

-

cc: Electoral Board

CCMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
T1TY OF PORTSMOUTH, to wit:

Siubscribed and sworn to before me this 29th _day
December, 19%4 by Deloris M. Overton. )

,;ZZ;EI J;,Ci.tiizii‘ﬁz/

Notary ‘Public:

<

September 30, 19




Uity of Portemouth, Birginia
®ffice of the City Gouncil
P.0. B 20
Totabliohed 1762 Portcnonlh, Wirginln 23785-8028
The Phoworsbic Fohung . Gtrmane
Wice Wayor

January 4, 1995 ‘T.Jg:mlg?nmm:}

Mary L. Taksar, Beq.
Central Enforcemant Docket
General Counsel’'s Office
Fedaral Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RB: Mur 4158

Doar Ms. Taksar:

I em herewith responding te lettar dated December 19,
1994, which was received on De r 21, 1994.

T 4id4 not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971. . I had knowledge of what was to be said by the volunteer
who spoke during the bhelf-time show. The volunteer’s
statements were his own and were neither authorised by me or
anyonc under my omploy or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your est and conclude
this with a 2inding of no violation. Should you havs any
further questions conocerning this matter, please faeel free to
contact Stuart E, Kats, Portsmouth’s City Attorney.

Sincerely,
hnng M. Cle 8
ic

‘a MayQr

JMC/lhr
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FEDERAL ELECTION
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Qity of Portsmouth, Virginia
©ffice of i ity Fmmger
2.0 Ban
Portomnets, Wiegaln 157059608
January 4, 1998

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Central Bnforcement Docket
General Counsel's Office
Pedcecral Election Cosmission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

1 am herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was received on December 21, 199¢.

1 did not violate the Pederal Election Campaign Act of
1971. I was not present when the alleged comments were sade nor
did I have knowledge of what was to be said by the volunteer
who spoke during the half-time show. The volunteer’s
statements were his own and were neither authorized by wme or
anyone under wy employ or control.

I trust Lhat this will satisfy your st and conclude
this with a finding of no violation. Should you have any
further questions comcerning this matter.p\please feel free to
contact Stuart B. Katz, Portsmouth’'s Cit




awf Str

—Pogptapoutd, virginia 23704
TELEPEONER : (804) 393-8731

The above-named individual is hereby designated as mny
counsel and {9 authorized to teceive any notifications and other

communications trom the Commissidn and to pct on sy behaif before

the Commission.

iz{22|9y

Batd™ ¥ gnatu

RRSPONDENT'S MANB: V. Wayne Orton, City Manager

ADDRESS 3 801 Cxawford Stroet
Portamouth, Virgipjia 23704

BOME PEONE:

BUSINRSS PRONR: (804) 393-864)

e




. . RECEIVT L

FEDERAL CLECTION
COMMISS 10N
OFFICE OF CEXFRAL

Jw 5 Jua Py

dity of Portemontl), Birginia
©ffice of the City Council
. @ Bezore
Totubliclpd 1732 Portomoulh), Mirginin 23705-2028

Ol Bosesbie P. Burd Robinett, Br.

Mary L. Taksar, Jisquirc
Ceatral Bnfoscement Dockct
Giencral Covnsel’s Office
Federal Election Commission
Washingion, 1).CC. 20463

RE: Mar 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

1 am herewith responding 10 your leticr dueted Decesnber 19, 1994, which was reccived
on Decossher 21, 1994,

1 did sot violete (he Pederal Eleciun Campeiga Act of 1971. | was not preseat when the
alleged comments were made nor did § lmve knowledge of what was 10 be said by the volenieer
who spoke during the helf-time show. The volestesr's statements were his own and were seither
suthorized by me or aayonc weder sy cmploy or comtrul.

1 trust that this will sstisfy your rogeest and conclude thiz with the finding of no violstion.
Shuuld you heve any further questions onncerning this metier, ploasc feel free to contact Stesart
L. Katy, Portsmouth’s City Attorney.

PWRIr 1hr
xc: Stoart i Katz
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Mary L. Takaar, Eaq.
Central Enforcement Docket
General Counmel’s Office
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE; Mur 4158
Doar Ms. Takear:

T am herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was received on December 21, 1994.

I d4id not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971. I was not present when the alleged cowments were made
nor did I have knowledge of what was to be said by tha
volunteer who spoke during the half-time show. The volunteer’s
statements were his own and were neither authorized by mo ox
anyomie under ny employ or control,

) I trust that this will satisfy your est and conoclude
Lhis with a finding of no violation. hould you have any
further questions concerning thias utt-r, pPlease feal frea to
contact Stuart B. Katz, Portsmouth’s City Attormey.

Sincerely,

JCH/lhr
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Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Central Enforccment Dockat
General Counsel’'s Office
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am herewith responding Lo your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was recoived on December 21, 1994.

I did not violate the Pederal Election Campaign Act of
1971. I was not present when Lhe alleged comments were mads nor
did I have knowledge of what was to be said by the volunteer
who spoke during the half-time show. The volunteer’s

statements were his own and were neither authorized by me or
anyone under wy ewmploy oxr control.

I trust that this will satisfy your st and conclude
this with a finding of no violation. Should you have any
further questions concerning this matter, please feel free to
contact Stuart E. Katz, Porlswouth’‘'s City Attorney.

Sincerxely,

Camcron C. Pitts
Councilman

cCP/1hr




- Uity of Portemouth, Virginia
Office of the Sity Gavucil
Notuiiiohd 1752 ’-hu-: :u::.:m—un

T Nonorable Joipmg I Glrmsne January 5, 1995 (994) 494-3191 (Mowsa)
Wicr Jhoyee (604) 494-113 (Fua)

Mary L. Taksar, Req.
Central Bnforcement Docket
General Counsel’s Office
Federal Rlection Commission
washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4136

Dear Ms. Taksar:

Thies ie to advise you that in my letter to you dated
January 4, 1998, there was a typogruphical error in paragraph
two line two. The santence should have read °I had no
knowledge of what was to be said by the volunteer who ®poks
during the half-time show.®

I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused,

cerely,
o~ @aﬁ) -

ohn M. Clemwne
Countilman




CONGRESSMAN NORMAN SISISKY
December 30, 1994
Federal Election Commission

Office of General Council L -
999 East Street NW - 2

wWwashington, D. C. 20463 = ;f
Dear Sir/Madam: ‘;

Please allow this letter to serve as my response to ==
letter dated December 19, 1994, received December 22, 1994, =
matter numbered MUR4158. -

Mr. Sisisky, the candidate, nor anyone from the Sisisky
for Congress campaign attended the football game as outlined
in the complaint. Also, neither the campaign staff nor the
candidate had anything to do with the coordination or
organization of the activities involved with the game.

Once again, neither Mr. Sisisky nor any member of the
Sisisky for Congress campaign staff was in the stadium
or attended the game.

I hope this information is of assistance to you. Please
do not hesitate to contact me 1f you have any additional
questions.

Sincerely,

o —
-
- S =

- e

" MARK SISISKY
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Pertomenth, Wirginia 23705-0820

January 4, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Central Enforcement Docket
General Counsel’s Office
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am herewith responding to your 1letter dated
December 19, 1994, which was received on December 21,
1994.

I did not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971. I was not present when the alleged comments were
made nor did I have knowledge of what was to be said by
the volunteer who spoke during the half-time show. The
volunteer’s statements were his own and were neither
authorized by me or anyone under my employ or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your request and
conclude this matter, with a finding of no violation.
Should you have any further questions concerning this
matter. please feel free to contact Stuart E. Katz,
Portsmouth’s City Attorney.

Sincerely,

Gl®tria O. Webb
Mayor

EL‘:’lnﬂ

L

%

(804)-393-8745




P. 0. BOX 998 & PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA 23708 ¢ (804) 393-8731

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

January 4, 1995

Ms. Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket
999 East Street NW
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:
Thank you for keeping us informed as to the proceedings in this most unfortunate
incident. Needless to say, the School Board and I are embarrassed and chagrined that an

announcer would take such advantage of the situation to interject his political views at a
Jfootball game.

We are most anxious to clear this matter up and will be represented by our City
Attorney, Stuart Katz and School Board Attormey, George M. Willson. Please find the
Statement of Designation enclosed.

Sincerely,

Richard D. Trumble, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

RDT:ns
Enclosure

xc: Mr. Stuart Kat:
Mr. George Willson

AN EQUAL OPPCRTUNITY EMPLOYER
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MUR 4158

MAME OF COUNMSEL:s Mr. Stugrt Kagtz
Mr. e M. Willson
ADDRESS : 801

Portsmouth, VA 23704

(804) 393-8731

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

: /o
1/4/95 ) 4. /,. q%

Date Signature

RESPONDENT'S NAME: Portsmouth Public Schools
ADDRRSS : 801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, VA 23704

HOMRE PHONR: (804) 397-5794

BUSINESS PHONE: (804) 393-8742




Jay B. rson .
30
11715 Bowsses Greoan Drive
Reston, Virghnia T80

January 10, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Eaquire
Central Enforcemant Docket
Office of General Counsel
Yederal Blection Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MNUR 4158

-
-_—
[ =ty

(&Y
A
I represant the Democratic Party of Portamouth in connectigi
with the above-referenced mattexr. The purpoese of this letter is te
demonstrate that no action should be taken against my client. N

Dear Ms. Taksar:s

First, the Complaiat lacks any factual allegations concerning
conduct by the Damocratic Party of Portamowth. The laint
alleged that an announcer at a public high school football game
made an announcement over the public address system. This is
insufficient to allege a violation of the Fedexal Rlection Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, ("the Act®) by the Democratic Party of
Portsmouth.

Second, the gravemsn of the Complaint is not within the
jurisdiction of the Act.

Third, as is clear from the eanclosed affidavit, the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth did not have prior kanowledge of or approve the
announcement, did not seek oOr cause the announcemssnt to be made,
and did not pay for the announcement. There is, in fect, no reason
to believe that the Democratic Party of Portsmouth was in any way
responsible for this announcement or in any way violated the Act.

Accordingly, we request that the Commission determine there is
no reason to believe that the Democratic Party of Portsmouth
violated the Act and close this matter.

] ly submitted,
L)
. on

Enclosure
cct Leo F. Sharpe, Jr.




Jan-10-88 02:22p

STATE OF VIRGINIA

CITY/COUNTY OF E_Zﬂm, to wit:

AFFIDAVIT

1, Leo F. Sharpe, Jr., being first duly sworn, deposes and
states as follows on personal knowledge:

1. 1 am the Chairman of the Portsmouth Democratic Committee.

2. I have reviewed the Complaint and related document which
initiated MUR 4158.

3. To the best of my knowledge and belief, the Portsmouth
Democratic Committee did not have prior knowledge of or in any way
approve the announcement set forth in the Complaint, nor did the
Portsmouth Democratic Party seek or cause the announcemnt to be
made and it did not pay for the announcement. In short, the
Portsmouth Democratic Committee was not in any way responsible for

this announcement.

Given under my hand this /2 }‘(‘chy of January, 1995.

Leo F.  Skdrpe, Jr.

SUBSCRIBED, SWORN AND ACKNOWLEDGED to before ' me this

Q’)day of January, 1995 by Leo l' Sharpe, Jr., as Chairman,
Portsmouth Democratic Committee. ~

My commission expires:

rARCH T 1995
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The sbove-naned Individual is heceby Jeslignated as my
counsel and (o suthorized to receive any notifications and other
commua ications froa the Commission and to act on may behalf beforxe
the Commlssion,

- /2 -22 -F¢
o ﬁf. ’
:?\ e
i FBOPONPENT S W Dpartaanuth Democratic Committee

O

ADDRESS « P. 0. Box 1513

Portamouth, VA 23705

NOME PROME:

T~

) BUSINUSS PRONE: (80413002456




@ity of Portsmouth, Virginia
®ffice of the Tity Counil

P. ©. Bex 320
Estublished 1752 Portemouth, Wirginia 23705-0820

The Honorable Wernard B. Griffin, Br. (804) 397-1812 (Mome)
City Councilman January 4, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esqg.
Central Enforcement Docket
General Counsel’s QOffice
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Mur 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was received on December 21, 1994.

I did not violate the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971. I had no knowledge of what was to be said by the
volunteer who spoke during the half-time show. The volunteer’s
statements were his own and were neither authorized by me or
anyone under my employ or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your request and conclude
this with a finding of no violation. Should you have any
further guestions concerning this matter, please feel free to
contact Stuart E. Katz, Portsmouth’s City Attorney.

Sincerely: //,;// /.

Berriard D. Griffin, Sr.
Councilman




NORCOM HIGH SCHOOL
2900 Turnpike Road, Porismouth, Virginia 23707
Phone 180413938793

OfTice of the Principal

January 10, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket
999 East Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 4158

Dear Ms. Taksar:

This letter is in response to yours of December 19, 1994,
concerning an incident at the I. C. Norcom High School
homecoming game on November 5, 1994. Please be advised that
while I was present at the stadium when the incident occurred, I

had not been made aware of any plan by Mr. William Coltrane, the
game announcer and parent/president of the I. C. Norcom Band
Parents Association to make any statements concerning any
political candidate or election issue during half time
activities.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of a letter
dated November 8, 1994, from me to Mr. Coltrane concerning his
actions as well as a copy of his reply memorandum dated November
10, 1994, containing a public apology which was read by him at
the next football game on November 11, 1994.

Regarding the alleged violation of the Equal Access Law, no
invitations to any political candidates were issued by 1. C.
Norcom High School or by me. To my knowledge, by published
advertisement, the general public was invited to participate in
the homecoming events by contacting the I. C. Norcom Alumni
Association, which 1s not a group employed by or under the
control of the Portsmouth Public Schools, I. C. Norcom High
School, or me.

There was certainly no intention by I. C. Norcom High
School cr me to viclate any applicable laws. I furthermore
believe that no violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971 occurred and that we nevertheless promptly took the
appropriate steps tc prevent a recurrence of similar incidents

in the future.

- ARG QER Y &4

CAREFR EDUCATION
FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE




Mary L. Taksar, Esqg.
Page 2
January 10, 1995

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate
to contact Stuart E. Katz, City Attorney, or George M. Willson,
Schocl Board Attorney, whom I have designated as my legal
counsel in the attached Statement of Designation.

Sincerely,

Principal
DFJSr/lhr
Enclosures

xc: Richard D. Trumble
Superintendent of Schools

The contents of the above letter were swcrn to and subscribed
before me on this j/fH day of January, 1995.

g ;
1£ LLT(J;L\‘-—,;‘./t l‘j‘j/(.@

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:




@nrmar or pesIouTION 07 @men

R 4158

Stuart E. Katz, Esq.
WAME OF COUNSEL: _George M, Willson. Esd.
ADDRBSS 3 801 Crawford Street

P. O. Box 820

Portsmouth, Virginia 23705-0820

TELEPHONR: (804) 393-8731

are
The above-named individualsis hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

/
V.

)5 ) tlleyes ZSHA

pate/ “S{gnature’ £~ N

DeWayne F. Jeter, Sr., Ed4.D.

2900 Turnpike Road

Portsmouth, Virginia 23707

BUSINESS PHONE: (804) 393-8793




NORCOM HIGII SCHHOOL

4YN)  Iwrapike Rwed, Porismourh Virgisiy 23707
Phone: (804)393-879)

Uttice of e Principal

Novcrmber 8, 1994

Mr. William Colerane
$27 Blair Street
Fortasmouth, VA 23704

Twmar Mr. Coltrane:

hn unfortunate incident occurred during Lhe halftime
— activities at the I.C. Norcom/Mosview High Schnnl footba.l

game on November 5, 1994. At that time you were snncuncling
% the band's performance, as you have done for the last four
vears.

During the announcement, without prior approval from any @

school authority, you sade a raference o the upooming
- election and told the spectators to vots for speeitic
= candidates and hov to vote on specific issues. Some
L spectatars have been offended. I have received phona calls
™ and a copy of a fax from concernmed citizens. I fesl that the

action you took was insppropriate.

‘Tou and I have spoksn Dy phone about ths cabarracsment that
this announcement has br upon our schoal and Pogrtsmouth
Public Schools. T would like to meet with you as econ zs

P0SSible tO maks plans for you to publicly apologige to our
o F. tora at the footba'l gams this Friday in a statement

ich you will prepere, have approved by me, and read

verbatim over the public addrass system. Ir the future, any
statemants which you make, other than the actual aanouncing
of the fuutball gamc, wust be in writing, be approved by an
sdministrator, and be read verbatinm.

I value your dedicatior and commitment to cur program hcre at
T.C. Norcom, and trust thet, with the guidelines outlined
above, we can continue to enjoy your outstunding commentary
of our gamag and prograns.

Yours c::).nly '

CARCER EDUYCATION
FOI'NDATION FOR THE rUIURE
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DATE: November 10, 1994

TO: Dr. DeWayne Jeter

-— ]
FROM: William B. Colmne//%m% ‘ ff

I propose to read the following statement at the November 11, 1994 football game:

An unfortunate incident occurred during the I. C. Norcom/Norview High School game
Saturday, November 5. 1994. During the game, | made inappropriate remarks
concerning the recent elections. Those remarks did not reflect the views of I. C.
Norcom High School or the Portsmouth Public School systems. | sincerely apologize w0
any who were offended.

)

2

‘4
1




P. 0. BOX 998 ® PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA 23705 ® (804) 393-8751
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

January 10, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Esq.
Federal Election Commission
Central Enforcement Docket
999 East Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: NUR 4158
Dear Ms. Taksar:

This letter is in response to your correspondence dated
December 19, 1994.

Please be advised that I was not present when the alleged
comments were made nor did I have any knowledge of what was to
be said by the announcer who spoke during the half time
activities. The anncuncer’s statements were his own and were
not authorized by me or by any member of the School Board of the
City of Portsmouth. Consequently, I believe that neither I nor
any member of the School Board violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971.

I trust that the above will answer your questions in this
matter, and that you will be able to conclude that no violation
of the Act occurred. However, if you have any further
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stuart E. Katz,
City Attorney or George M. Willson, School Board Attorney, whom
I have designated as my legal counsel in the attached Statement
of Designation.

Sincerely,

‘i EYLavnavs < im

Thomas Benfi, III, Chairman
Jrtsmouth S¢ghool Board

JTBIII/lhr
Enclosure

Xc: Dr. Richard D. Trumble
Superintendent of Schools

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




MOR 4158
Stuart E. Katz, Esq.

WAMR OF COUMSELs George M. Willson, Esg.,
ADDRESS 3 801 Crawford Street
P, Q. Box 820

Po vVirginia 23705

7321397

NOISSINMOD

YUINAD 30 301440
HOILI373 TYN3Q34

S6. HY 0€ 01 L) wr

(804) 393-8731

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission,

1-10-95
Date

J. Thomas Benn, III

B0l Crawford Street

Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

~ HOME PHONE:
BUSINESS PHONE: (804) J396-3510




Uity of Portsmouth, Birginix
Ofice of the Gity Gonncil
Retublishpd 1752 !--::‘::‘t:m-“

::ht January 4, 1995

Mary L. Taksar, Baq.
Cantral Enforcesant Docket
General Counsel’s Ottioce
Pedersl Klection Cosmission
Washisgton, D.C. 20463

B Mur 4189
Doar Mp. Taksar:

I eam herewith responding to your letter dated December 19,
1994, which was received on December 21, 19%4.

1 444 not vioclate the Pederal Blection Campaign Adt of
1971. 1 was not present when the 2lleged comments were mede nor
did I have know of what wvas to be said by the volustesr
who spoke dering the half-tise show. The voluntesr'’'s
statemante were his own and weye neilher authorized by ma or
anyons undary Wy esploy or control.

I trust that this will satisfy your requeet and concluds
this with & finding of no viclation. 8&hould you heve amy
further s:uuom concerning thie matter, please feel £m to

contact E. Katx, Portssouth’s City Attorney.
8incerely,

VU S

Jame® T. Martin
Counoilman




Federal Election Commission

399 "E" Street, NW

Attention: Mary L . Jackson, Attorney
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Attorney Jackson:

This is to advise that the Scott for Congress Committee did not
participate in the football game activities on November 5, 1994,
nor did we authorize any public statements to be made on our
behalf.

Thank You,

AT il ) 1)

Charles Scott
Assistant Treasurer

Post Oftice Box 251 « 2700 Washington Avenue. Second Floor « Newport News, Virginia 23607 « (804) 245-2000
Paud for and Authorizec by Robent C "Bobby*® Scott for Congress

FoA
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In the Matter of

)
) Enforcement Priority
)

Be
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

1. INTRODUCTION

This report is the General Counsel’s Report to recommend
that the Commission no longer pursue the identified lower
priority and stale cases under the Enforcement Priority System.

II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cagses Not Warranting PFurther Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying
those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure
of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using
Commission-approved criteria and cases that, based on their
rating, do not warrant pursuit relative to other pending cases
are placed in this category. By closing such cases, the
Commission is able to use its limited resources to focus on more
important cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has
identified 34 cases which do n»>t warrant further pursuit
relative to the other pending ,ases.l A short description of
b, These matters are: PM 309 (Attachment 1); RAD 95L-12
(Attachment 2); MUR 4118 (Attachment 3); MUR 4119 (Attachment 4);
MUR 4120 (Attachment 5); MUR 4122 (Attachment 6); MUR 4123
{Attachment 7); MUR 4124 (Attachment 8); MUR 4125 (Attachment 9);
MUR 4126 (Attachment 10); MUR 4130 (Attachment 11); MUR 4133

(Attachment 12); MUR 4134 (Attachment 13); MUR 4135
(Attachment 14); MUR 4136 (Attachment 15); MUR 4137
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each case and the factors leading to assignment of a relatively
low priority and consequent recommendation not to pursue each
case is attached to this report. See Attachments 1-34. As the
Commission requested, this Office has attached the responses to
the complaints for the externally-generated matters and the
referral for the matter referred by the Reports Analysis
pivision because this information was not previously circulated
to the Commission. See Attachments 1-34.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively
more resources when the activity and evidence are old.
Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the
Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent
activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the
current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of
our limited resources. To this end, this Office has identified

11 cases that

(Footnote 1 continued from previous pa
(Attachment 16); MUR 4138 (Attachment
(Attachment 18); MUR 4142 (Attachment
(Attachment 20); MUR 4144 (Attachment

g

1 ; 4140

1

2
({Attachment 22); MUR 4148 (Attachment 2

2

2

2

3

3

s 4143

s 4145

; 4149
(Attachment 24); MUR 4153 (Attachment ; 4155
(Attachment 26); MUR 4158 (Attachment ;
(Attachment 28); MUR 4164 (Attachment :
(Attachment 30); MUR 4179 (Attachment ;
(Attachment 32); MUR 4196 (Attachment ;
(Attachment 34).

4163
4169
4195
MUR 4205
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warrant further investment of significant Commission tesourcol.z
Since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is
based on staleness, this Office has not prepared separate
narratives for these cases. As the Commission requested, in
matters in which the Commission has made no findings, the
responses to the complaints for the externally-generated matters
and the referrals for the internally-generated matters are
attached to the report because this information was not
previously circulated to the Commission. See Attachments 35-45.
For cases in which the Commission has already made findings and
for which each Commissioner’s office has an existing file, this
Office has attached the most recent General Counsel’s Report.
This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its
prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the cases listed
below effective October 16, 1995. By closing the cases
effective October 16, 1995, CED and the Legal Review Team will
respectively have the additional time necessary for preparing

the closing letters and the case files for the public record.

2. These matters are: PM 250 (Attachment 35); PM 272
(Attachment ; MUR 3188 (Attachment 37); MUR 3554
(Attachment ; MUR 3623 (Attachment 39); MUR 3988
(Attachment ; MUR 3996 (Attachment 41); MUR 4001
(Attachment MUR 4007 (Attachment 43); MUR 4007
(Attachment ; MUR 4008 (Attachment 44); and MUR 4018
(Attachment




III. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file effective
October 16, 1995 in the following matters:

PM 309
2) RAD 95L-12
3) PM 250
4) PM 272

B. Take no action, close the file effective October 16,
1995, and approve the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

3554
3623
3988
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118
4119
4120
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4130
4133
4134
4135
4136
4137

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
0)
1)
2)
3}
4)
5)
6)
1)
8)
9)
0)
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
0)
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31) 4153
32) 4155
33) 4158
34) 4163
35) 4164
36) 4169
37) 4179
38) 4195
39) MUR 4196
40) MUR 4205

C. Take no further action, close the file effective
October 16, 1995 and approve the appropriate letter in MUR 3188.

s/ o 2

Date . . Noble
General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Agenda Document #X95-85
Enforcement Priority

CERTIFPICATION

1, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session on
October 17, 1995, do hereby certify that the Commission

decided by votes of 5-0 to take the following actions:

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file

effective October 17, 1995 in the following
matters:

1)
2)
3) PM 250
4) PM 272

Take no action, close the file effective

October 17, 1995, and approve the appropriate
letter in the following matters:

1)
2)
3)

3554
3623
3988
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118

SEEEEEEEE

(continued)




Pederal Election Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority
October 17, 1995

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
185)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)

4119
4120
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4130
4133
4134
4135
4136
4137
4138
4140
4142
4143
4144
4145
4148
4149
4153
4155
4158
4163
4164
4169
4179
4195
4196
4205

cEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEREREEEEEEEREEE

Take no further action, close tle £ile
effective October 17, 1995 and approve the
appropriate letter in MUR 3188.

(continued)




Pederal Election Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority
Octcber 17, 1998

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and
Thomas voted affirmatively for each of the decisions;

Commissioner Potter was not present.

Attest:

Marjorie W Esmons
retary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. D C 2046}

October 23, 1995

Mary Ann Leasher
2440 Ambler Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23513

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Leasher:

On December 13, 1994, the Pederal Election Commission
received ¥our complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
digscretion and to take no action against the respondents. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its Eile
in this matter on October 17, 1995. This matter will become
part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

X Vol oo ()

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSROUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Vvirginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School ﬂo-econin? event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the CitK
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D C 20463

October 23, 1995

J. Thomas Benn, 1II, Chairman
Portsmouth School Board

P.O. Box 998

Portsmouth, VA 23705

RE: MUR 4158
School Board Members

Dear Mr. Benn:

On December 19, 1994, the Pederal Election Commission
notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has detor-gnod to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the School Board
Members. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission
closed its file in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
publi: record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

‘\‘\QJ‘*&:&. \o\ow(*%\
Mary L. Taksar

Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Ho-econin? event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the Cit
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of txe
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCTON D C 20461

October 23, 1995

Jay B. Myerson, Esq.
11¥18 Bowman Green Dr.
Reston, VA 22090

RE: MUR 4158
Portsmouth Democratic Committee and Treasurer

Dear Mr. Myerson:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission
notified your clients of a complaint alleging certain violations
of the rederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A
copy of the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against your clients. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file
in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSNOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the Cit
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. D C 20463

October 23, 1995

J. Howard Middleton, Jr., Treasurer
Robb for the Senate

P.O. Box 1279

McLean, VA 22101

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Middleton:

On December 19, 1994, the rederal Election Commission
notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
rederal z¥ection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against Rob for the Senate and
you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commigsion closed its file in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. 1If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submigssions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Wlﬂ._\o&m@%\ o

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSBMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
S8isisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Honeconin? event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the Cit
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of tge
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

October 23, 1995

Douglas W. Brown, Treasurer
Senator Bobby Scott for Congress
P.0. Box 251

Newport News, VA 23607

RE: MUR 4158

Dear Mr. Brown:

On December 19, 1994, the Frederal Election Commission
notified You of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
rederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against Senator Boby Scott for
Congress and you, as treasurer. See attached narrative.
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on
October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now gublic. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon s possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when roaceived.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

%S\TO&W (123)

aksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the c1tK
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20461

October 23, 1995

Mark B. Sisisky, Treasurer
Sisisky for Congress

P.O. Box 2062

Petersburg, VA 23804

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Mr. Sisisky:

On December 19, 1994, the Pederal Election Commission
notified {ou of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After conlidorin? the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against Sisisky for Congress
and you, as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly,
the Commission closed its File in this matter on October 17,
1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. 1If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

\M \\—\‘O&W 6“7/5\

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the CitK
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

October 23, 1995

Deloris Overton, Electoral Registrar
City of Portsmouth

801 Crawford Street

Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Overton:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commisgsion
notified You of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against you. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed Its file in this
matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be pfaced on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
publi - record when received.

+f you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecoming event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the Cit
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of tge
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20463

October 23, 1995

Stuart Katz, Esq.
George M. Willson, Esq.
801 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158
V. Wayne Orton, Dr. Dewayne Jeter, Dr. Richard
Trimble, and J. Thomas Benn

Dear Messrs. Katz and Willson:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission
notified your clients of a complaint alleging certain violations
of the rederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A
copy of the coamplaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against your clients. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file
in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissiors will be added to the
public record when received.

I1f you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sircerely,

e Ko 64)

ksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OPF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Virginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
Sisisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Honeconin? event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the Citg
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 20463

October 23, 1995

The Honorable Gloria Webb

Mayor of Portsmouth and City Council Chairperson
City of Portsmouth

801 Crawford Street

portsmouth, VA 23704

RE: MUR 4158
Dear Ms. Webb:

On December 19, 1994, the Federal Election Commission
notified you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal EYection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the City Council Membrs
and you. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission
closed its File in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

‘ R \alosen (aes)

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




NUR 4158
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

Mary Ann Leasher filed a complaint against the Democratic
Party of Portsmouth, the City of Portsmouth, Vvirginia, and
individuals associated with the city, the Scott Committee, the
8isisky Committee, and the Robb Committee alleging that the
respondents authorized an announcer for a Norcom Public High
School Homecomring event to state that the crowd should vote for
the Democratic ticket of Robb, Sisisky and Scott.

In the response to the complaint, the respondents state
that the public announcement made by Mr. William Coltrane at
the Homecoming event was done by him individually and that no
one had prior knowledge that a volunteer game announcer would
make this type of political statement. The Office of the CitK
Council and the other respondents state that the conduct of the
volunteer was never condoned or authorized by any of the
parties mentioned in the complaint. Mr. Dewayne Jeter, the
Principal of Norcom High School, wrote a letter to Mr. Coltrane
indicating that it was inappropriate for Mr. Coltrane to have
made reference to an upcoming election and encouraged the
spectators to vote for specific candidates and how to vote on
specific issues during a public announcement at a football
game. Mr. Jeter requested that Mr. Coltrane publicly apologize
at the November 11, 1994, football game and Mr. Jeter provided
a copy of the statement then made by Mr. Coltrane.

This matter is less significant relative to other matters
pending before the Commission.
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