FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASMINCTON. DC 20463

THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF MR # __ ¥/30

DATE FILMED //-22- CAMERA NO.

CNERNMN I N

wn
N
O
-
O
O
| ™M
-
~

29




RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTION
COMMISSION
OFFICE OF CENZRAL

fouNeE

Ny 4 202P0'HW

November 6, 1994

Office of the General Counsel r\\ \
Federal Election Committee UQ L\' ! 30
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to register a complaint against Carole Griffin for
Congress (Florida -- District 2) for possible violations of
federal election law as found on the following reports: Pre-
Primary, October 15th Quarterly, and Pre-General for the 1994
election cycle. The items in question are:

1) A failure to supply employer and occupation information
for persons whose contributions aggregate in excess of
$200. This violation appears on several occassions in
all three reports.

The acceptance of 2 anonymous contributions in excess of
$50. (One case on both the Pre-Primary and October 15th
Quarterly.)

The improper attribution of contributions to Primary
election limits well after the Primary deadline (9/8/94)
had passed. This violation occurs throughout the October
15th and Pre-General reports.

Taken seperately, perhaps these items could be forgiven as sloppy
reporting. However, taken as a whole, these violations show at
best a negligent disregard for federal election law and at worst
an attempt to purposely circumvent the standards of disclosure
that the citizens of this country demand of our public officials.

I have enclosed highlighted examples of the items mentioned
above. Thank you for your consideration of my complaint.

Sincerely,

WA O Wikl

~

Robert C. Walker
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

November 14, 1904

Eyla NMarie Bryson, Treasurer
Friends of Carole Griffin
1171/2 8. Nonroe St.
fsllahasse, PL 32301

RE: NUR 4130

Dear Ns. Bryson:

The PFederal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that FPriends of Carole Griffin ("Committee") and you,
as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election C ign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter NUR 4130. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the o ctunity to demonstrate in

writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and

, &8 treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or

1 materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under ocath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 1% days of receipt of this letter. 1If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8.C. 8§ 437g{a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authoriszing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




50436947

0.

0

(

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400. PFor your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling

complaints.
Sincerely,
Ms Todao
NMary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc: Carole Ann Griffin
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 20463

November 14, 1994

Robert C. Walker
1817 N. Oakland 8t.
Arlington, VA 22207

Dear Nr. Walker:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November ¢, 1994, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Blection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The

respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five
days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. 8Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forvard it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
compleint. We have numbered this matter MUR 4130. Please refer
to this nusber in all future communications. Por your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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Dear Ms. Taksar:

I am sorry for the misunderstanding about the reports. My treasurer Kyla Bryson was
unable to continue at the end of the election and we were trying to get the forms filled out
on time and learn the rules while being in the last few weeks of the campaign.

First I would like to say ] am distressed at the mere suggestion that | was trying to
purposely circumvent the federal election laws. Furthermore I absolutely was not

purposefully disregarding federal election laws. All through this campaign we worked
very hard putting in over 70 hours a week for little or no pay, and I am over $30,000 in
debt. I am attempting to close my records at this time.

I have gone over the enclosed reports and corrected the obvious, but due to the holidays I
was short on time. I will continue to scrutinize these records for any further errors and
send amendments if necessary. 1 have addressed the questions as listed below.

e | have filled in the employer/employee on contributions over $200.00.
e The anonymous contributions listed over $50.00 were donations made in a box at the

office,they were not riade by one person they were made by several. We just put down
the aggregate total for that day.

¢ | have corrected contributions made after September 8th as being general election
contributions.

I would ask that no penalties be assessed due to the fact that I did not purposefully

disregard federal electior: laws. If there are any other questions please call me at (904) 893-
1843.

Sincerely,

Carole Griffin

P.S. Thank vou tor your understanding!

.. Box 15435, Tallahassee, Flonda, 32317-3435




January 18, 1994

Ms. Mary L. Taksar

Central Enforcement Docket
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 4130

Dear Ms. Taksar:

Thank you for your prompt response to my complaint about Carole
Griffin for Congress’ efforts at compliance with federal election
law. After reviewing their report covering the period from
October 20 to November 8 1994, I have additional information I
wish to submit.

Although there are several small errors, I am most concerned
about entry "C" on page 4, section llai. This entry indicates
that Lela Hilton gave $2,000 to Carole Griffin for Congress on
10/31/94, and attributes this money both to Primary and the
General Elections. However, because this money was received well
over a month after the Primary election deadline, it cannot
legally be counted toward the Primary contribution limit.

While on the report Lela Hilton is listed as a manager of Hilton
Hotels, on a 48 Hour notice received at the Clerk of the House on
November 4th Lela Hilton is listed as a health care worker. In
addition, the receipt date of 11/2/94 on the 48 hour report is
different than the receipt date of 10/31/94 listed on the October
20 to November 8 report. Since the fax of this notice was
received at the Clerk of the House on November 4, this suggests
(if the October 31st date 1s correct) that the campaign did not
follow the 48 hour notification procedure properly.

h the QOctober 20 to November 8

enclosed a copy of bot
ce. Again, thank you for your prompt

and the 48 hour noti
ion this matter.

(elhn ). Mhsaey
Aotary Putle —
Deatagel

May 14, B8
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C. 20463

ruary 3, 1
Robert C. Walker . S0

1817 N. Oakland
Arlington, VA 22207

Dear Mr. Walker:

This letter acknowledges receipt on January 20, 1995, of
the supplement to the complaint you filed on November 4, 1994.
The respondent(s) will be sent copies of the supplement. You
will be notified as soon as the Federal Election Commission
takes final action on your complaint.

Sincerely,

Hary L. Taksar, Attorney

Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

February 3,

Kyla Rarie Bryson, Treasurer
rriends of Carole Griffin
117172 8. Ronroe Street
Tallahasse, PL 32301

Dear Ms. Bryson:

On November 14, 1994, you were notified that the Pederal
Slection Commission received a complaint from Robert Walker
alleging vioclations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were given a
copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the

omplaint should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

9

S

On January 20, 1995, the Commission received additiomal
information from the complainant pertaining to the allegations
‘ in the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this additlonaz.

K information.

69 4 7
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If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Saith at
(202) 219-3400.

N 4

Sincerely,
%nqNa Jd. Tdoo

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

S

Enclosure




BEFORE TEE PEDERAL ELECTION CUII!‘I’O, u's!l'l’s

In the Matter of

)
) Enforcesent Priority
)

coreans. comsees merore " SENSITIVE

X. IMTRODUCTION

This report is the General Counsel’s Report to recommend
that the Commission no longer pursue the identified lower

priority and stale cases under the Enforcement Priority Systea.

I1X1. CASES RECONMNEMDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Purther Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying
those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure
of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using
Commission-approved criteria and cases that, based on their
rating, do not warrant pursuit relative to other pending cases
are placed in this category. By closing such cases, the
-Commission is able to use its limited resources to focus on more
impo>rtant cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has
idertified 34 cases which do not warrant further pursuit

rel:tive to the other pending cases.1 A short description of

1. These matters are: PM 309 (Attachment 1); RAD 95L-12
(Attachment 2); MUR 4118 (Attachment 3); MUR 4119 (Attachment 4);
MUR 4120 (Attachment 5); MUR 4122 (Attachment 6); MUR 4123
(Attachment 7); MUR 4124 (Attachment 8); MUR 4125 (Attachment 9);
MUR 4126 (Attachment 10); MUR 4130 (Attachment 11); MUR 4133
(Attachment 12); MUR 4134 (Attachment 13); MUR 4135

(Attachment 14); MUR 4136 (Attachment 15); MUR 4137
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“‘sach case and the factors leading to sssignment of & relatively

low priority and consequent recommendation mot to pursue each
case is attached to this report. See Attachments 1-34. As the
Commission requested, this Office has attached the responses to
the complaints for the externally-generated matters and the
referral for the matter referred by the Reports Analysis
pivision because this information was not previously circulated
to the Commission. See Attachments 1-34.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively
more resources when the activity and evidence are old.
Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the
Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent
activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the
current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of

our limited resources. To this end, this Office has identified

11 cases that

do not

(Footnote 1 continued from previous pag

e)
(Attachment 16); MUR 4138 (Attachment 17); MUR 4140
(Attachment 18); MUR 4142 (Attachment 19); MUR 4143
(Attachment 20); MUR 4144 (Attachment 21); MUR 4145
(Attachment 22); MUR 4148 (Attachment 23); MUR 4149
(Attachment 24); MUR 4153 (Attachment 25); MUR 4155
(Attachment 26); MUR 4158 (Attachment 27); MUR 4163
(Attachment 28); MUR 4164 (Attachment 29); MUR 4169
(Attachment 30); MUR 4179 (Attachment 31); MUR 4195
(Attachment 32); MUR 4196 (Attachment 33); and MUR 4205

(Attachment 34).
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‘warrant fucrther investaent of significant Commission to-outct..z

Since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is
based on staleness, this Office has not prepared separate
narratives for these cases. As the Commission requested, in
matters in vhich the Commission has made no findings, the
respongses to the complaints for the externally-generated matters
and the referrals for the internally-generated matters are
attached to the report because this information was not :
previously circulated to the Commission. See Attachments 35-45. i
ror cases in vhich the Commission has already made findings and ;
for which each Commissioner’s office has an existing file, this

Office has attached the most recent General Counsel’s Report.

This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its
prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the cases listed 3
below effective October 16, 1995. By closing the cases g
effective October 16, 1995, CED and the Legal Review Team will
respectively have the additional time necessary for preparing

the closing letters and the case files for the public record.

2. These matters are: PM 250 (Attachment 35); PM 272
(Attachment 36); MUR 3188 (Attachment 37); MUR 3554
(Attachment 38); NUR 3623 (Attachment 39); MUR 3988
(Attachment 40); MUR 3996 (Attachment 41); MUR 4001
(Attachment 42); MUR 4007 (Attachment 43); MUR 4007
(Attachment 43); MUR 4008 (Attachment 44); and MUR 4018
(Attachment 45).




III. RECOMNENDATIONS

A. Decline to open a NUR and close the file effective
October 16, 1995 in the following matters:

PR 309
RAD 95L-12
PN 250
PR 272

Take no action, close the file effective October 16,
1995, and approve the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

3554
3623
3988
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118
4119
4120
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4130
4133
4134
4135
4136
4137
4138
4140
4142
4143
4144
4145
4148
4149
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3} = 4153
33) hom 4158
) g 4163
35) MUR 4164
36) MUR €169
37) WUR €179
38) NUR 4195
39) RUR 4196
40) NUR 4205

C. Take no further action, close the file effective
October 16, 1995 and approve the appropriate letter in MUR 3188.




In the Matter of )
) Agenda Document #X95-8S

Enforcemsnt Priority

CERTIFICATION

Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Election Commission executive session on

17, 1995, do hereby certify that the Commission

decided by votes of 5-0 to take the following actions:

A. Decline to open a NUR and close the file
effective October 17, 1995 in the following

matters:

1) P 309
2) RAD 95L-12
3) % 250
4) "™ 272

43694765

B. Take no action, close the file effective
October 17, 1995, and approve the appropriate
letter in the following matters:

N

3554
3623
3ses
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118

EEEEREEE

(continued)
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Pederal Rlection Commissioa
Certification: Emforcemsnt Priority
Oatober 17,

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
a7)
as)
as)
30)
1)
32)
33)
34)
3s)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)

Take no further action, close the file

1995

4119
4120
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4130
4133
4134
4135
4136
4137
4138
4140
4142
4143
4144
4145
4148
4149
4153
4155
4158
4163
4164
4169
4179
4195
4196
4205

effective October 17, 1995 and approve the

appropriate letter in NUR 3188.

(continued)



Pederal Mection Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority
October 17, 1998

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and

Thomas voted affirmatively for each of the decisions;

Commissioner Potter was not present.

Attest:
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463

October 23, 1995

Robert C. Walker
1817 M. Oakland Street
Arlington, VA 22207

Nr. Walker:

On November 4, 1994, the Pederal Election Commission
received r complaint alloqing certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act®").

Dear

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its Ktosocutorial

discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See :
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its File ‘
in this matter on October 17, 1995. This matter will become }
part of the public record within 30 days.

3 i

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,
3’1"\‘.11-‘4 7 Tup o

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

5043894768
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-

0

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 4130

Robert C. Walker filed a complaint alloqing that the Carole
Griffin for Congress Committee ("Committee") failed to disclose

the occupation and name of employer for several contributors who
in the aggregate contributed in excess of $200 in its 1994
Pre-Primary, October Quarterly, and Pre-General Reports. The
co-glainant also alleges that the Committee accepted two anonymous
contributions in excess of $50 and failed to correctly designate
primary election contributions. A supplement was filed alleging
small errors in the Committee’s Post-General Report.

In response to the complaint, Carole Griffin states that the
Committee treasurer resigned leaving the campaign without an
experienced person. MNr. Griffin responds that he attempted to
comply with the reporting requirements as best as he could and
that he did not intentionally violate FECA. According to Mr.
Griffin, he obtained and completed the employer information for
contributions over $200 and corrected the reports so that
contributions made after September 8, 1994 were properly disclosed
as general election contributions. MNr. Griffin also explained
that the anonymous contributions listed over $50 were donations

l;f.gdinl. box at the office by several individuals not one
ndividual.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA and
respondents have taken remedial action. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commigsion.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D C 20463

October 23, 1995

Ryla Marie Bryson, Treasurer
rriends of Carole Griffin
P.0. Box 15425

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Dear Ms. Bryson:

On November 14, 1994, the rederal Election Commission
notified you of a complaint alltqing certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against Priends of Carole
Griffin and you, as treasurer. See attached narrative.
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on
October 17, 199S.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.5.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now lic. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. 1If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to asg:ar on the public record,

please do so as soon as possible. le the file may be placed
on the blic record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any rmissible submissions will be added to the
public record en received.

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith at
(202) 219-3400.

Sinccrely,
My, & TOl A

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




R 4130
CAROLE GRIFFIN FOR CONGRESS CONNITTER

Robert C. Walker filed a complaint alloging that the Carole
Oriffin for Congress Committee ("Committee”) failed to disclose

the occupation and name of employer for several contributors who
in the aggregate contributed in excess of $200 in its 1994
Pre-Primary, October Quarterly, and Pre-General Reports. The
complainant also alleges that the Committee accepted two anonymous
contributions in excess of $50 and failed to correctly designate
primary election contributions. A supplement was filed alleging
small errors in the Committee’s Post-General Report.

In response to the complaint, Carole Griffin states that the
Committee treasurer resigned leaving the campaign without an
experienced person. MNr. Griffin responds that he attempted to
co-plx with the reporting requirements as best as he could and
that he did not intentionally violate PECA. According to Ar.
Griffin, he obtained and completed the employer information for
contributions over $200 and corrected the reports so that
contributions made after September 8, 1994 were properly disclosed
as general election contributions. Mr. Griffin also explained
that the anonymous contributions listed over $50 were donations
placed in a box at the office by several individuals not one
individual.

There appears to be no serious intent to violate FECA and
respondents have taken remedial action. This matter is less
significant relative to other matters pending before the
Commission.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. D C 20463

THISIS TEDD FMR # _ <220

DATE FILMED //-22-%5~ CNERA NO. ___
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