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February 28, 1994

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Elections Commission
Washington, D €. 20463

Dear SirfMadam

[ am writing to bring several apparent violations of federa! election law to your attention.
As vou well know, these election laws were instituted to ensure that all candidates present
accurate and timely information about their campaigns and their campaign finances so that
voters can mmake a more informed decision before casting their ballots

In accordance with the guidelines set forth in the Federal Elections Commission (FEC)
"Campaign Guidelines” and as set forth in federal law at 2 U S C Sec 247g and 11 CFR
i 11, please accept this letter and attachments as a formal complaint.

All complaints contained in this letter are lodged against Greg Didonato and the Gres L.
Didonato for Congress Campaign (Respondent). Mr. Didonato is currently 8 *{ember of

the Ohjo State House of Representatives and 1s a candidate for U.S. Congress in the 18th
District of Ohio

The first complaint arises from a violation by Mr. Didonato of federal election law, which
bars the transfer of monies from a candidate's nonfederal committee to a federal campaign
committee. As you know, under FEC regulations "a candidate's authorized (federal)
committee may not accept funds or assets transferred from a committee established by the
same candidate for a nonfederal election campaign.” Mr. Didonato has apparently
violated this regulation on several occasions First, Mr Didonato sent letters to several
households in the 18th District announcing his intention to file petitions as a candidate for
Congress, announcing his campaign travel schedule, and announcing upcoming campaign
events throughout the Congressional District. (Attachment A) [t is also important to note
that several of these letters were mailed to voters living outside of his current State House
District  This matenal. which is clearly being used in a campaign for federal office, was
printed on stationary which not only features the "Ohio House of Representatives” and

Mr Didonato's address there, but, more importantly, inciudes a disclaimer {iom his State
Repiesentative election committee (Citizens for Greg Didonato Committee)



Page Two

Fnelosed with those letters was a newsletter entitled "The Didonato News." (Attachment
B) Asvou can see, there is no disclaimer whatsoever on this newsletter, which was dated
"Fall, 1993 " 1 can only draw the conclusion that this newsletter was either printed with
funds from Mr Didonato's state campaign with an omission of any disclaimer or, even
worse, was prnied gt stace taxpayer expense and is now being utilized for federal
campaign purposes

in addition, the letter and accompanying newsletter were mailed in envelopes which,
again, were clearly paid for by Mr. Didonato's state camnpaign fund or state taxpayers.
(Attachment ()

I believe that these three examples clearly illustrate that Mr. Didonato and his campaign
have either ignored or misunderstood the prohibition of the transfer of funds or assets
from a nonfederal committee to a federal campaign committee.

The second complaint involves the absence of the appropniate disclaimers when soliciting
funds Enclosed are tickets for a "Greg Didonato For U S. Congress FUNDRAISER" on
March 5, 1994, (Attachment D) The ticket requests a donation of $10 but does not
include any disclaimer stating that donations are not tax deductible as required. The
disclaimer also does not appear on the letter which accompanied the tickets. (Attachment
I!) To our knowledge, no other materials were included in the package. In conclusion, it
appeays that the required disclaimers appeared on none of the materials contained in the
mailing, therefore violating Section 6113 of the Internal Revenue Code.

| believe that the integrity of the campaign process is essential as those who wish to be
elected must gain the tiust and support of those who elect them. These rules were
established so that voters, the media, and others could have access to information which
may be pertinent in an upcoming election. The Didonato campaign has either shown a
blatant disregard for these rules of fair play or has misunderstood them. Therefore, I
respectfully ask the FEC to consider the aforementioned complaints. With the primary
election rapidly approaching, I also respectfully urge the Commission to consider these
matters as soon as possible

Sincergly,
/ . \
Sttt =
chert zor Scatt Schertzer

) xd by Sentt S
FCL dav of P)Jgeed . 199+ 24N Sth Street

nd subscribed

PGy

Martins Ferrv. Ohio 43935
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JIM HART °

FOR CONGRESS

Hon. Doug Applegate, Honorary Chairman

FFor nmediate Release For More Information:
March 1, 1994 Scott Schettzer (614)-635-4278

| RALS Y 200 5
HART CAMPAIGN ASKS FOR INVESTIGATION
The Jim Hart for Congress Campaign (DD-Martins Ferry) today asked the Federal Elections
Commission (FEC) and the Ohio Secretary of State's office to investigate several apparent

violations of federal election laws by the Greg Didonato for Congress Campaign. Both
are candidates [or the U/ § Congress in Ohio's [8th District

The Hart Campaign filed two complaints with the FEC citing the illegal use of funds from
Didonato's state campaign conunittee for use in the congressional campaign as well as the -
potential misuse of state taxpayer funded materials. Federal law prevents the use of state
campaign funds or assets in a congressional campaign. A complaint was also filed against
Didonato for failure to place required disclaimers on fundraising solicitations. Each of the
violations carry a maximum fine of $10,000

O An additional complaint was filed with the Ohio Secretary of State's office questioning the

e Didonato L?mpalgne potential misuse of materials whicli may have been paid for with
state taxpayer funds

"Honesty and integrity are two essential ingredients which voters not only seek, but which

they deseive in their elected officials," Scott Schertzer, llart's Campaign Manager, said.

"Electipn laws were designed to allow voters access o information and to provide full
= financial disclosure by candidates "

The Hart campaign challenged the Didonato campaign to immediately reimburse taxpayers
for any funds or materials which may have been improperly used

The complaint filed with the FEC contained examples of Didonato campaign malerials
prepatred either using property of Mr Didonato's state campaign committee or property
used in his capacily as a Stale Representative  Additionally, the complaint included
examples of Didonato fundraising invitations which did not include requized tax
disclosures  The Internal Revenue Code requires that fundraising solicitations  include
language stating that contributions are not tax deductible.

I e complaint filed with the Secretary of State's office contained examples of the use of a
newsletter entitied "The Didonato News" which was included in campaign mailings in
recent weeks  The newsletter lnghlighted Mr. Didonato's activities in the State House and
was dated "Fall, 1993 "
Pard for by the Friends of Jim Hart Commuttee, Gene Cerra, Treas
P () Box 387, Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935

O
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February 28, 1994

The Honorable Robert Taft, 111
Secretary of State

State Office Tower

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Mr Secretary

Please find the enclosed complaint which I have filed with the Federal Elections
Commussion (FEC) conceming apparent violations of federal election law by the Greg
Didonato for U S. Congress Campaign. As you know, Mr. Didonato, curtently a Member
of the Ohio State House of Represeutatives. is a candidate for Congress in Ohio's 18th
District.

I would also like to call to your attention, a possible violation of state law by the
Didonato campaign. It is my understanding that Ohio law prohibits the use of materials
prepared at taxpayer expense in campaign activities.

Specifically, I would like to bring to your attention a newsletter that Mr. Didonato
enclosed in a recent campaign mailing entitled "The Didonato News" and dated "Fall,

N 1993." Because of the date and because the contents of the newsletter largely consist of
repoits of Mr. Didonato's actions as a State Representative, | can only assume that the
newsletter was printed under the auspices of his State Representative's office and at
taxpayer expense. The newsletter accompanied letters recently sent by his campaign (also
attached) asking for the support of voters in his upcoming bid for Congress. Many of
these letters were sent to voters outside of his current State House District.

~ ‘ It is my understanding that materials used in official House duties and paid for at

taxpayer expense may not be used i campaign activities. Therefore, I ask your office to

investigate this matter and, should these or other violations have occurred, administer the
appropriate penalties to ensure that taxpayers' funds are recovered and protected from
future misuse. Should vou have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
your convenience.

Sincerely,

cott Schertzer

Sworn to amd subscribed by Scott Schertzer
this AL dav of MMased . 199, inm 24 N. 5th Street
presence. Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935
(ALl My L
Batty J h“\'v.\r 0 | o



GREG L. DIDONATO

COMMITTEES
State Representative Ect:\omic Aftairs & Federai
tor
77'S) gl Sirwat, 110 Floor Columbus Vice Chaitnan
Columbus, Ohio 432660601 43215

Transportation and Urban Aftars
Vica Chawman

Agnculture and Naturat Resoy

Economic Development a- -

Office (614) 466 5476
Toll Frea 1-800 2820253
FAX (514) 5449494

97th House Distnct ’ Smmrr‘ﬂusnm“
1 =

Tuscarawas and ' Uma;—; e=OyUrCes

Guemsey Counties Loca! Governmant

Barbara l.enz
424 1:lim St.

e Martins Ferry . Ohio 43935
Dear Barbara
e On Thursday, February 10, 1994, T will be filing my Declaration of Candidacy petition
for the Democratic nomination to the U.S. Congress from the 18th District. On the same
D

day, 1 will travel throughout the district to meet with Democratic Central Committee
members.

I will be in Steubenville, Thursday, Feb. 10, at 8:15 a.m., at the Jefferson County
Commissioners’ office located in the Jefferson County Court House. [ will then travel to St.

Clairsville for a 10:00 a.m. stop at the Belmont County Commissioners’ office located at 100
W. Main St

= I look forward to seeing you Thursday at whichever location is convenient to you. If you
have any questions, please contact me at [-800-WIN-GREG (1-800-946-4734). Thank you
very much Jor your support.

Sincerely.

Greg L. DiDonato

Ohio State Representative
Candidate for U1.S. Congress

Fud bor by CTUZENS FOR OREQD MOOMATO Comwities |iwis Vamer Trsmwrse 015 N Wser B0, Uiwichenvlls, OH seamy
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DiDonato delivers

One of the easier endorsements The Times-Reporter will make
this election year is that for Democratic incumbent Greg DiDonato of
New Philadelphia, who is seeking his second term as 97th House Dis-
< trict representative.

DiDonato has delivered on his promise to
be the people's representative, protesting to
the leaders of both parties when he sees trou-
ble ahead for his district.

He has fought the bureaucracies and chided
them when necessary. His work in Columbus
to cut EPA paperwork on behall of the $17.8
million IMKO Recycling Ine. expansion in
Uhrichsville did not go unnoticed by the exec-
utives of that firm. (The net eflect of DiDona-
to's work? Jaobs.)

DiDonato also has matured while in office,
realizing that he can't change the pulmcal
world in one fell swoop. But that hasn't de-
terred him from energizing battles against
out- of state sludge dumping in the Tuscara-
was Valley.

Although not cunstdered a power broker yet, Dibonato has carned
the respect of his colleagues and constituents.

DIDONATO

He deserves Lo be returned to the Legislature.




REP. DIDONATO WORKING HARD FOR
CONSTITUENTS
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'('wc freshman Rep Greg DiDonalo, D-New Philadelphia, some
ctedit. Because of his intensity, along with the pressure applied by
many Tuscarawas Valicy residents, Bio Gro Systems Ine. has aban-
doned plans to dispose of thousands of tons of EEast Coast sludge at a
strip mine sile in Dover Township.

That may take some interest away from the work of a special sub-
committee, of which IniDonato has been named chairman by House
Speaker Vern RifTe

DiDonato had cailed {for an investigation into the proposal by Bio
Gro and the pending approval by the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency. Bio Gro's withdrawal has minimzed the urgency of DiDona-
to's committve, but not its importance.

“We will move forward with the hearings,” InDonatoe saidd Wednes-
day. “The problem sull has to be looked at because they re dumping 1
sludge in other areas of my distriet and the state.”

DiDonato added he wants his panel to (ashion legiclation to both
restrict sewer sludce dumping and o requite tighter monitoring of
th efTects on ground water and oth er health related resources, He
Qup(v\ to schedule the subcommitiee’s first hearing for mid Novem-
bicr

IiDonato’s correct. Wo can savor the victory today, but we need to
get back towork tomorrow '

And, in ease anvone has forgotten, that site in Dover Township
sull needs to be reclaimed
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Semmi-Annoval [ssue
Fall 1993

DiDonato Serving Second Term

Slate Representative Girey
SUnato represents the 97th House
strict whach moluddes Tuscaraswas

VP TTUSEY, wanlyes, Careyg
wapato previoushy representes |
wravvas and Carroll Co
P series o state re am\urln n
resipltings troam the 19

ensus Hyures, many legisla

ere mon e o different leersia

fistnicis. Gare is happy to serve
perople of the 97th Dhstnct in his
zex oned termoan office
The 120th General Assembly is
fre<h underway, and Rep. DiDonato

is stniving to uphold his campaign

st bt

e

promises to reduce

covernment and runont
more ethaently, help
onfidence i our RN
femowTatic svstem and -
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nving to bring the

Iistrict s legaclabive
leas to Columbus. His
etforts are apparent by
the ssue< he has backed
and the lemslation
whiuch he has
intrexduced. Rep.
DiDonato has introduced House Bills
122, 123, 180, and 406, all of which

will positively impact the 97th House

Meet The Representative

Greg DiDonato has met with

great success as a legislator in Ohio's

State Government. [n his first term,
sreg was the only
frashman legislator
who received an
appointment of Vice-
hairman o a stand
i commuttee. This is
iy e s second termmy
ved he has been ap
powntend o two Vige
batmanships. one to
S BEoopormie Affanrs &
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wl Small Business Hluman

Fesources Local Covermment, and

Senculture & Natural Resources

o the Foononmuc Uevelop

Committees. He was also appointed to
chair a select subcommittee under the

Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee studving the
effects of land apphia-
tions of municipal
sewage sludge
Rt'j‘lr’*.’)lu‘:i:'. =
Dilxonato is a full time
leynsiator for the State of
Ohio and partakes of
many commumuty activg
ties in the 97th Flowe
[hstiict Greyr has partic
pated in both thwe
Tuscarawas and © aemisn,
County Fars Beldd
commuanty otfice hours at
town halls o better accommexdate [is
onstituents, and has appeared o
el as
e;m.\knm at cormumunity functiogs

several tadio shows 3¢ w
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“l weicome the

. opportunity to serve the
people of the 97th
House District...| grew
up in the area and laal

-a sgnse ntf
bnng the best poss:b!e :
represenlative

govemment to our hard-
working taxpayers®

-Greg DiDonato

Fep IniDemate meening vtk - mevctiuents

Dnstrict. They span a vanety of issues
ranging from regulating land
applications of sewage sludge tu
requiring non-violent crirminal
offenders pay probationary fees
Ohioans from Tuscarawas and
Guemsev Countes can be confider:
that issues are being addressed w2
Rep. DiDonato is in office

[Budget Bill Signed into State!

Law ?j

E The Ohin Houre ! Representatives
{approved the $30.8 billion two year stafe

| budget on June 30th providing more

‘Hundinq for education. public salety and
i economic development for all of Ohio.

| The Governor later signed the bill which
' became law as ol Ju'y 1st Bey

{ DiDonato voted in favor of this econoin &
I package which will pasitively iimpact*
people of Tuscarawas and Guernsey
Counties. |l you care 1o hear the baca-

| ground on cerlain appropriations for e
I'state budget. and funding levels for

programs in the District, please wrile ;

call the numbers listed on the reverse ol

i this page

i et i Sy



DiDonato's Bills Reduce Government

House Bill 122

Rep DiDonato was approached by
the Cfuo Department of Mental Retanda
tion and Developmental Disabilities to be
the sponsor of this bill because of the work
he has done and awands be has receivind
m the past to help persons with disabii
ties This legislation passed the House
without a negative vote atter weeks of
wvending The tall svoulkd belp the MK
D) agency o bring etficent. quality care
U Yuoans with dicabalities [tamendes |
wxtions of the Ferorsnd © oede s by
e the agsrw v and gves more
Heability for themn o

perate such [

erams as Farruls
Pocnuree Serses
tarly Intervenhon.
and tespite care. The

works FOR them,
against them . Ity
leaislators do not
make governmen

Pl would help move baniklanes &1 ol
the agency awan
from institutionaliz -
gt < haldren wath - Greg
disabilities, and offer
guklance and
finanaal support to parents who wish to
care for children with disabilities in thexr
wn home, potentially saving the state
muthons m administrative costs. The bill
would also give county agencies more
ahility to work with the department. Thus
bill was added to Senate Eill 21 which was
signed by the Governor just recently

House Bill 123
Rep. Dibonato has long been
concerned about the amount of govern-
ment paperwork small businesses,
hospitals and local governments must
process for the state. This concern
prompted Greg o mtroduce legnslation

Demccracy be restored?*®

which will reduce the amount of state
povernment forms redd pe that must be
processad by IS percent over the next five
vears, [tisan effort to streambine govemm-
ment operations to prevent duplication of
already prowessed mformation. The State
of Chio already operates a Forms Manr

" want the pecple of my
district to feel government

not
e as
strive to
t work for

pecple how can their

o durtng a

cmrrioe v The o

Yo HNHeouwre

DiDenato

agerment Control Agency,
but this department was
established thirteen vears agn ard needed
some restructunng. This bill will alkow the
agency to work side-byv-side with agency
directors to redluce forms, potentially
saving the state rrullions of dollars and
relieving axpavers from corsiderable red
tape. (ver the thurteen vear span. the
State Forms Management Control Agency
has saved some $72 million i paper costs.
Thismeasure would save apprsamately
100 mrullion i five years, almost double
the that saving= f thirteen vears “State
government in Chio sperds more than
320 milbion a vear on paper akne. We've
clearad entire forests [ust to make enough
paper to feed state covernment. Thas bill

savs enouthi s et Measunng
Avings s one thunge, bt sve canonot begin
e alovlate the bemedit o C1hizems oof

e lucing g ermmwnit i tape Thes hiil
foroes et oo esporad to cizens
desire tor A simpaer more hasshe free state

governitmwrd e [ opato sard

House Bill 180
[Twore has Do yrosing concermn
wress the natom atvout the land applving
wlpe. The US
FPA banned ocean dumpimg of sludge m

P uncpal ey aee <h

1959 and circe then muniapabibes have
ey trving o dned neny rhethux < of

heposal. Sany Bastern sates ame ship

% their sludge out west and using huge
amounts to reclaim land disturbed by

strip mining, The 97th District has much
to be concerned about. Tuscarawas and
Guemsey Counties have many strip
mines and there is a movement by the
Ohio EI'A to reclaim thwse lands because
of the environmental damage from mine-
runoff. Saentists have not been in
agreemnent that this substance is suitab e
for land applications to farms and stoip
mines. This bill places a stop to land
applving sludge until new regulations
can be adopted. and soentists can agree
on it benefiaal use [he bill s currentlsy
bernge apwerwdend

House Bill 406

Are you hard-working taxpavers
and law abiding atizens of Chio tred of
paving for cniminals who repeatedly break
the law and wind up back on the streets”
If the answer is ves, then vou arein
agreement with Rep. DiDonato. (Chio has
roughly 83000 individuals on probation,
ail are being rehabilitated through state
probation programs supported by your
tax dollars. Thiis legislation which passed
the House without a negative vote would
require non-violent criminal offenders on
probation to pay a fee of at Jeast $20 per
month for the costs mvolved in their
supervision. Most people would think
that ariminals on probation are poor and
unemplovable, but Rep. DiDonato’s
research found that most offenders can
afford a reasonable fee. This bill would
give almost $45 million back to county
parvle authorities statewide to supervise
ciminals. The money generated by
offerdders paving their own supervision
costs can be used for their drug treatment,
education or b training. Criminal
offenders who are absolutely poor can e
ordered to perform community service.

Ohio House of Representatives

Rep. Greg DiDonato
77 South High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43266
1-800-282-0253 or (614) 466-5475

Statf:

Heather Frey, Secretary
John Boccieri, Legislative Aidc
Toby Norris, House Assistant
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State Rep%sentative ®

Greg DiDonato for Congress

N P.O. Box 30 New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
Telephone 1-800-WIN-GREG or (216) 364-2532

February 5, 1994

Patricia Ovyer
Court House
Carroliton, Ohio 44615

Dear Patricia

It is my pleasure to extend to you a personal invitation to our breakfast fundraiser

Saturday, March 5, from 9-11 a.m. at St. John's Villa in Carrollton. DBreakfast will include
Scrambled LEggs, Bacon, Sausage and Sweet Rolls.

It was my privilege to have served you as an Ohio State Representative, and I look
forward to working for you as your next U.S. Congressman. My 15 years of government
experience cannot be matched. In fi ot, T am the only candidate running in the Democratic
primary who has ever held an elected office.

As a councilman, mayor, businessman and two-term state representative, [ have a strong
record of responsible and experienced leadership. My business experience has proved to be
of gicat help to me as Vice-Chairman of the Economic Affairs and Federal Relations
Committee, It has also aided me in my successful efforts to cut waste aixl create jobs.

Together, we can bring a responsible and common sense approach to governiment. I have
enclosed two tickets to our breakfast fundraiser, and I sincerely hope you will be able to
attend. 1 look forward to seeing yvou Saturday, March 5. Thank you very much for your
support. Please RSVP by March 1, 1994,

Sincerely,

Greg 1.. DiDonato

Ohio State Representative
Candidate for U.S. Congress

Taid ko by Geeg | WDonato for 118 Congress Comminter, Linds Waener, Treasumrer. 615 N Water S (Fwichaville. Ohie 44681
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City

Phone

Sorry 1 cannot attend

My contribution is enclosed.

435
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Name

Address

City

Phone

Sorry 1 cannot attend

My contribution 15 enclosed.
435 "

BREAKFAST WITH ves_ 436

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GREG DIDONATO

FOR U. S. CONGRESS FUNDRAISER
Saturday, March 5, 1994 + 9:00 am to 11:00 am

at St. John's Villa in Carrollton
MENU: Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Sweet Rolls
R.S. V. P: March 1, 1994 » Information call 1-B00-WIN-GREG
Donation: $10.00 per person
Paid for by Greg L. DiDonato for U7 S Congress Commitice
Landa Wamer, Treasurer, 515 N Water St Unnichsville, Ohio 44653

435

BREAKFAST WITH
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GREG DIDONATO

FOR U. S. CONGRESS FUNDRAISER
Saturday, March 5, 1994 - 9:00 am to 11:00 am
at St. John's Villa in Carrollton
MENU: Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Sweet Rolls
R.S. ¥V P.. March 1, 1994 « Information call | BOU-WIN-GRFG
Donation: $10 .00 pet person
P1|(.1 tor by Greg L. InDaonato for 11 5 Congress ¢ aminittes

¥ \
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Scott Schertzer
24 N. S5th Street
Martins Ferry, OH 43935

RE: MUR 3945

Mr. Schertzer:

This letter acknowledges receipt on March 14, 1994, of your
complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”). The respondent(s)
will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Q\mmb 2. Taro~

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures




FEDERATL FIEC TION VRANEES S T,

PN, TN

Linda Warnetr, Treasurer
Citizens for Greg DiDonato
615 N. Water Street
Uhrichsville, OH 44683

MUR 3945

Dear Ms. Warner:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Citizens for Greg DiDonato ("Committee”) and you,
as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Linda Warner, Treasurer
Citizens for Greg DiDonato
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202 219-3400. For your informaticn, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,
(T“j“_‘_, ; T} p\.

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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MARCH 18, 14094

Linda Warner, Treasurer

Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.O. Box 30

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

Dear Ms. Warner:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Greg DiDonato for U.S5. Congress ("Committee”) and
you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. 1If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Linda Warner, Treasurer
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
t202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

II U: L vAa -: —r(n.h £ P

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
l. Complaint
2. Procedures
i 3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL FLECTION CONMMISSION
MARCH 1R, 144y

Representative Greg DiDonato

c/0 Greq DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.0. Box 30

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

MUR 3945

Dear Mr. DiDonato:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945,
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. 1If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(1Z)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and teiephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




Representative Greg DiDonato
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission'’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,
Mgow, 3 Tok
/\" -(u\}.b AL

Taksar, Attorney
Enforcement Docket

Enclosures

1. Complaint

Z. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




GREG L. DIDONATO
State Representatrve
P. 0. Box 30
Monroe Mall
1260 Monroe Ave., Suite 117-|
New Philadeiphia, Ohio 44663
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Office # (216) 364-2532
FAX # (216) 364-2886
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State Representative Economic Affairs & Federal
P O Box 30 Columbus Relations
Monroe Mall 43215 Vice Chairman
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Compfaint # |A and #IC - Mr. DiVonato distnibuted campaign
stat«onary and envelopes weth a state disclaimen (Citizens fon
Gneg DiDonatol, pacd for grom hes state funds for hes congressional
campa<gn.

1. Exhabet A and B (enctosed| Ptease gind cop«es of Bloom's
printing documents show«ng the prented stationary and envelopes
wenre purcnased wethn U.S. Congress Commetlee funds - pasd on
Januany 15, 1994 check *I1009 sox e¢nvelopes and pa«d on Februany
24, 1994 cnech #1083 don A«¢rddL 1000 o4 5000 Lettenheads.

At the tdimg 04 ondesing Lhes statqognasy and enavelopes «n
fate December, we wenre uwdang the T«dce Colezens fdor Greg P«lonato
e
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Comptla<nt *1B - no descéawmes o the "DiPVoraio Newsdelitenr"

=
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The newsdefienr «n guedteon was compuiex generated and padd
fon personafliy by Greg DeVonatao. There werne no state gfunds
or assets used «n producing Tnasd newdtedtern. Thes newslefiten
was part 04 a three (3, pece package which classifces «L as
a d<rect ma<fing that contadined sevenad «Lems. {(AQ 1980 - 145]).
The cover page, wnich <& midsing fram the cempladntant's exhibat
"B" clearly dispfays a desclawmen on tne front boiiom page.
See ounr exhibet "C".

Compfa«nt #I (nvodlves tne absence 04§ the appropriate
desclaimens when s0ficiteng sunds. Viofating Section 6113 of
tne Intearnaf Revenue Code.

Undenr Zhne Intennad Revenue Code, Polfifical committees whose
grnoss annual rece«pts noxmally exceed $100,000 must carry a
desciaamen on soficitalions.

Hav<ing never been (nvolved 4n a prev4ous campadign that
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P.O. Box 30 New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
Telephone 1-800-WIN-GREG or (216) 364-2532

January 4, 1994

FIELD(FIRSTNAME) FIELD(LASTNAME)
FIELD(address)
FIELD(citv) FIELD(state) FIELD(zip)

Dear FIELD(firstname)

| want 1o take this opportunity to announce my candidacy for the 18th District of the United Staies House of
Representatives. | am currently serving my second term in the Ohio House of Representatives. representing the
97th district. | am the former mayor of Dennison (1984-1990) and former Dennison council member (1980-
1983;.

I am a lifelong resident of the 18th District, currently living in New Philadelphia and a full-time Ohio
Representative. | have led the drive to eliminate wasteful government spending, more equitable usage of tax
dollars for 97th District schools, the prevention of sludge dumping and several other pressing issues which are
described in the enclosed newsletters.

In my state 97th House District, 1 have served Tuscarawas, Guernsey and Carroll Counties, and | am
establishing solid support throughout the rest of the 18th district. We are going to face a very formidable foe in
November, and it is imperative that we offer the voters a candidate who can win the general slection in
November and will be able 10 unite the entire 18th District.

I will offer a new look for the 18th District, one of loyal representation for the entire district and a return to
addressing the important concerns of everyone in the district. My terms as a state representative have been a
relentless pursuit of these issues and my record amplifies the same.

1 plan to maintain the present four district offices, which wiil operate full-time, to field and address concerns
from all constituents. I also plan to uphold regular commurication between myself and all citizens in the 14
counties | represent.

I am a traditional Democrat whose voting record proves | do not bow to petty party politics and the
polanization of issues. | look at what is best for the people I represent.

| was born and raised in the 18th District and | will work for the people 1 represent with the same dedication
as [ do now  We have to return to making decisions in government based on right and wrong, with the best
interests of the constituents we serve being the priority. [ have been performing these duties in the statehouse
and 1 am confident I can do them in Washington D.C

If vou wish 1o have more information or want to assist in my campaign, please feel tree to contact our
headquarters at the toll free number listed above

Sincerely Yours,

Greg L. DiDonato

Pa for by Greg L. DiDonato for U.5. Congress comminee, Linda Warner, Treasurer, 613 N. Water 5S¢, Uhnchsville, Ohw 44683



O
PRINTING

4792 North 4th St. Ext. S. E., Dennison, Ohio 44621
Phone: (614) 922-1765 « FAX (614) 922-2195

March 28, 1994

To whom 1t concerns:

I Richard Bloom, owner of Bloom's Printing, testify that the first
1,000 ea. pieces of stationary and 2,000 ea. envelopes were printed
with "Citizens for Greg DiDonato" disclaimers and were paid for
from the funds of "DiDonato for U. S. Congress Commitiee".

| Ri_chard Bioor'n-

— lop Quality Printing at Fair Prices




. . e
' i I

20
PORNE i T

rstén,_wi;’Zf’
NS B2
certITART

355N
BEPORE THE PEDERAL ELECTION connxswlgﬂ

In the Matter of ) SIE

) Enforcement Priority
)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S QUARTERLY REPORT

¥. INTRODUCTION

This report is the second Enforcement Priority System
Quarterly Report. The purpose of this Quarterly Report 1s to
recommend that the Commission no longer pursue the identified
lower priority and stale cases.

II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Purther Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying
those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure
of resources. Each incoming matter 1s evaluated using

Commission approved criteria

By closing such cases the Commission is
able to use its limited resources to focus on more important
cases.

Having evaluated 1incoming matters, this Office has
identified 16 cases which do not warrant
further pursuit relative to the other pending cases.l A short

1

1. These matters are: MUR 3920; MUR 3930; MUR 3934; MUR 3939;
MUR 3942; MUR 3943; MUR 3945; MUR 3948; MUR 3953; MUR 3955;

MUR 3957; MUR 3964; MUR 3965; MUR 3967; RAD 94L-22; and
RAD 94L-25.




-
description of each case and the factors leading to assignment
of a relatively low priority and consequent recommendation not
to pursue each case is attached to this report. See
Attachments 1-16. For the Commission’s convenience, the
narratives for externally-generated matters are immediately
followed by the complaint and response(s) and the narratives for
internally-generated matters are immediately followed by the
referral.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively
more resources when the activity and evidence are old.
Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the
Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent
activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the
current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of
our limited resources. To this end, this Office has identified

42 cases that

do not

warrant further investment of significant Commission resources.2

Since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is

based on staleness, this Office has not prepared separate

2. These matters are: MUR 3132; MUR 3432; MUR 3466; MUR 3470;
MUR 3473; MUR 3495; MUR 3558; MUR 3575; MUR 3581; MUR 3594;
MUR 3600; MUR 3625; MUR 3647; MUR 3663; MUR 3684; MUR 3698:;
MUR 3712; MUR 3733; MUR 3744; MUR 3749; MUR 3756; MUR 3759;

MUR 3767; MUR 3776; MUR 3779; RAD 92L-26, RAD 93L-25;

RAD 93L-26; RAD 93L-29; RAD 93L-31; RAD 93L-33; RAD 93L-35;

RAD 93L-36; RAD 93L-38; RAD 93L-39; RAD 93NF-02; RAD 93NF-03;
RAD 93NF-06; RAD 93NF-10; RAD 93NF-12; RAD 93NF-15; and

RAD 93NF-20.



- -
narratives for these cases. However, for externally-generated
matters in which the Commission has made no findings, the
complaint and response(s) are attached to the report and for
internally-generated matters in which the Commission has made no
findings, the referral is attached. See Attachments 17-53.
Because the Commission has already made findings in five of the
stale cases, no additional information is being attached to this

report in regard tc these cases.3

3. These matters are: MUR 3132, MUR 3432, MUR 3466, MUR 3495,
and MUR 3733.




This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its

prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the identified
cases effective August 1, 1994. This will

allow the Legal Review Team adequate time to prepare the Pre-MUR
and MUR files so that the cases can appear on the public record
by September 1, 1994, within 30 days of the August 1, 1994,
closing date. This timeframe alsc will enable this Office to
prepare closing letters so that the letters can be mailed on
August 2, 1994. Additionally, the Press Office will need time
to review the files for inclusion in one of its press releases.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file in the
following matters to be effective on August 1, 1994:

RAD 92L-26
RAD 93L-25
RAD 93L-26
RAD 93L-29
RAD 93L-31
RAD 93L-33
RAD 93L-35
RAD 93L-36
RAD 93L-38
RAD 93L-39
RAD 94L-22
12) RAD 94L-25
13) RAD 93NF-02
14) RAD 93NF-03
15) RAD 93NF-06
16) RAD 93NF-10
17) RAD 93NF-12
18) RAD 93NF-15
15) RAD 93NF-20
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B.

Take no action,

-5-

close the file effective on August ],

1994, and approve the appropriate letter in the following

matters:
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MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR
MUR

3470
3473
3558
3575
3isel
3594
3600
3625
3647
3663
3684
3698
3712
3744
3748
3756
3759
3767
3776
3779
3920
3930
3934
3939
3942
3943
3945
3948
3953
3955
3957
3964
3965
3967
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C. Take no further action, close the file effective on
August 1, 1994, and approve the appropriate letter in the
following matters:

MUR 3132
MUR 3432
MUR 3466
MUR 3495

3733

U e W b

/ o —7 ,/// ////
é/j&_/? 7 Z % KL

£ 7 :
L;,/’/ Lawrence M. Noble

General Counsel

Date
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) Agenda Document
Enforcement Priority ) $X94-72

CERTIFICATION

T

1, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session on July 19,
1994, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 6-0 to take the following actions with respect

to Agenda Document #X94-72:

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the
file in the following matters to be
effective on August 1, 1994:

l) RAD 92L-26
2) RAD 93L-25
3) RAD 93L-26
4) RAD 93L-29
5) RAD 93L-31
6) RAD 93L-33
7) RAD 93L-35
8) RAD 93L-36
9) RAD 93L-38
10) RAD 93L-39
11) RAD 94L-22
12) RAD 94L-25
13) RAD 93NF-02
14) RAD 93NF-03
15) RAD 93NF-06
16) RAD 93NF-10
17) RAD 93NF-12
18) RAD 93NF-15
19) RAD 93NF-20

(continued)




Federal Election Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority
July 19, 1994

Take no action, close the file effective
on August 1, 1994, and approve the
appropriate letter in the following matters:

1) MUR 3470
2) MUR 3473
3) MUR 3558
4) MUR 3575
) MUR 3581
MUR 3594
MUR 3600
MUR 3625
MUR 3647
10) MUR 3663
5 11) MUR 3684
12) MUR 3698
13) MUR 3712
14) MUR 3744
7 15) MUR 3749
- 16) MUR 3756
17) MUR 3759
18) MUR 3767
19) MUR 3776
= 20) MUR 3779
21) MUR 3920
22) MUR 3930

O @ -4 un

- 23) MUR 3934
24) MUR 3939
~ 25) MUR 3942

26) MUR 3943
27) MUR 3945
28) MUR 3948
29) MUR 3953
30) MUR 3955
31) MUR 3957
32) MUR 3964
33) MUR 3965
34) MUR 3967

(continuad)



Federal Election Commission
Certifiction: Enforcement Priority
July 19, 1994

Take no further action, close the file
effective on August 1, 1994, and approve
the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

3132
3432
3466
3495
3733

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry,

Potter, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Harjorie W. Emmons
ecretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DO 204010

August 2, 1994

Scott Schertzer
24 N. 5th Street
Martins Ferry, OH 43935

RE: MUR 3945
Dear Mr. Schertzer:

On March 14, 1994, the Federal Election Commission received
your complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file
in this matter on August 1, 1994. This matter will become part
of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the

Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,
ommbzf. TulocA,
Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative




MUR 3945
GREG DIDONATO FOR CONGRESS

The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a ccmplaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato’s federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato" and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amount of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WANHINGTON DO J0dnd

August 2, 1994

The Honorable Greg DiDonato

c/0 Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.0. Box 30

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945
Dear Mr. DiDonato:

Oon March 18, 1994, the Federal Election Commission notified
you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against ycu. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this
matter on August 1, 1994.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.5.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400,

Sincerely,
Mivua o Tuhoco

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative



MUR 3945
GREG DIDONATO FOR CONGRESS

The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a complaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato’s federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato"” and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amcunt of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.
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August 2, 1994

Linda Warner, Treasurer

Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.0. Box 30

New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Ms. Warner:

On March 18, 1994, the Federal Election Commission notified
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress {"Committee") and you, as
treasurer, of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the Committee and you,
as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commission closed its file in this matter on August 1, 1994.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,
Mgy, o Thso

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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GREG DIDONATO FOR CONGRESS

The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a complaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato’s federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato" and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. 1In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amount of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTION DO 2Hi4b)

MHISISTHEEND OF MR # 3945

DATE FILMED §-31-7Y  CAMERA NO. 2

CAMERAMAN AW (¢




