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February 28, 1994

Office of the General Counsel
Federal [lections Commission
Washington. 1) C. 20463

Dear sir,/Madam

I am writing to bring several apparent violations of federal elet-tion law to your attention.
\, vou well know, these election la,,s were instituted to ensure that all candidates present
icr'trate and tirrely information abouit their campaigns anld their campaign finances so that
voteis can iruake a more informed decision before casting their ballots

In accordance with the guidelines set forth in the Federal Elections Commission (FEC)
"Campaign (uidelines" and as set foith in federal law at 2 t, S.C Sec 247g and II CFR
I I !, please accept this letter and attachments as a formal complaint.

All complaints contained in this letter are lodged against Greg Didonato and the Grer- 1.
Didonato for Congress Campaign (Respondent). Mr. Didonato is currently a MA!ember of
the Ohio State Ilouse of Representatives and is a candidate for U.S. Congress in the 18th
District of Ohio.

The first complaint arises from a violation by Mr. Didonato of federal election law, which
bars the transfer of monies from a candidate's nonfederal committee to a federal campaign
conunittee As you know, under FEC regulations "a candidate's authorized (federal)
committee may not accept funds or assets transferred from a committee established by the
same candidate for a nonlfeetal election campaign." Mr. Didonato has apparently
violated this regulation on several occasions First, Mr Didonato sent letters to several
households in the 18th District announcing Iis intention to file petitions as a candidate for
Congress, anouncing his campaign travel schedule, and announcing upcoming campaign
events throughout the Congressional Disrict. (Attachment A) It is also important to note
that several of these letters were mailed to voters living outside of his current State House
District 'his itiateiial, which is clealv being used in a campaign for federal office, was
printed on stationai v which ulot only f1'atures the "Ohio I louse of Repre.entatives" and
Mt I)idornato's a(dress there, kut, more irmportantlv, includes a discarlei n'ry ils State
Repiesentative election committee (Citizens for (reg Didonato Contrittee)



Page Two

Fnclosed with those letters was a newsletter entitled "The Didonato News." (Attachment
B) At you can see, there is no disclaimer whatsoever on this newsletter, which was dated
"Fall. 1 0,43 " I can trly draw the conclusion that this newsletter was either printed with
flunds 11or1 Mr i )idoriato's state campaign with am omission of any disclaimer or, even
w ose. w, sn i tei fit state taxpa,,et- expense aid is n(,w being utiiizcd for federal
campaign purposes

In addition, the letter and accompanying newsletter were mailed in envelopes which,
again, were clea lv paid for by Mr. Didonato's state camnpaign fund or state taxpayers.
(Attachment C)

I believe that these three examples clearly illustrate that Mr- Didonato and his campaign
have either ignoied or misunderstood the prohibition of the transfer of funds or assets
fi on a nonfedeal committee to a federal campaign corninittee-

The second complaint involves the absence of the appropriate disclaimers when soficiting
funds Enclosed are tickets for a "Greg Didonato For U.S. Congress FUNDRAISER" on
March 5, 1994. (Attachment D) The ticket requests a donation of $10 but does not
include any disclaimer stating that donations are not tax deductible as required. The
disclaimer also does not appear on the letter which accompanied the tickets. (Attachment
1-) To our knowledge, no other materials were included in the package. In conclusion, it
appeans that the reqtuired disclaimers appeared on none of the materials contained in the
mailing, therefore violating Section 6113 of the Internal Revenue Code.

I believe that the integrity of the campaign process is essential as those who wish to be
elected must gain the tiust and support of those who elect them. These rules were
established so that voters, the media, and others could have access to information which
may be pertinent in an upcoming elcmtion. The Didonato campaign has either shown a
blatant disregard for these rules of fair play or has misunderstood them. Therefore, I
respectfully ask the FEC to consider the afbrementioned complaints- With the primmy
election rapidly approaching, I also respectfully urge the Commission to consider these
matters as soon as possible

Sincery
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JIM HART ,.
FOR CONGRESS

lion. Doug Applegate, Honorary Chairman

lot Iinmediate Release For More Information:

Match IQ !94 Scott Schettzer (614)-635A278

lI AI ('AMPAI(;N ASKS FOR INVESI(;AION

The Jim I fart fo~r C ongress Campaign (1)-Martins FetTy) today asked the Federal Elections
('rilmision (I1_) anid the Olio Secretary of State's office to ir;vestigatc several apparent
violations o[ ederal electihn laws by the (;reg l)idonato flr (Congrp,r Camnpaign. Both
ate candidates for dhe U. S Congress in Ohio's 18th District

[he Hart Campaign filed two complaints with tie FEC citing the illegal use of funds from
Didonato's state canipaign cortrittee for use in the congressional campaign as well as the
potential isu.ise of state taxpayer funded materials. Federal law prevents the use of state
campaign Funds or assets in a congressional canpaign, A complaitit was also filed agai nst
Didonato for failure to place required disclaimers on fundraising solicitations. Each of the
violations carry a tiaximum fine 6f $10,O(X)

'<) An additional complaint was filed with the Oio Secretary of State's office questioning the
,-)idonato c rupaign's potential misuse of materials which may have been paid for with
state laxpamer funds

"Honesty aid integrity are two essential ingredients which voters not only seek, but which
tiey disci v in their elected officials," Scott Schertzer, flart's Campaign Manager, said.
"Election laws were designed to allow voters access to ifdruimati,n and to provide full
- financial diclure hy candidates

The I fat t campaign challenged the Didonato campaign to imniediately reimburse taxpayers
for any funds or materials which may have been improperly used

I lie complaint filed with the IEC contained examples of Didonato campaign materials
ptelpared eitlher using property of Nlr l)idotiato's state campaign counmiltee or property
lsc;d in1 his capacily as a State Rejpesermati\ Additioiially, tle coinplaint incltled
exarmiples of I idohmal fiindraising Invitations which didl f1(f im-lh ide requi: ed tax
(lhcloqt ics, I he Internal Revenue ('ode rejnuir es tihat fimndr aising solicitationis include
la1guage stating,; that contribtions are not tax deductible.

I he coinrplaint filed with the Secretary of State's olice contained examples of the use of a
ne %slettet entitled "I Iie I)idonato Ne' which was included in campaign mailings in
Tcerrt weeks I lie ick sicgtter hrglrlightcd '0.r f)idonato's activities in thle State I louse and

d as Faed [all I (99t J
Pj id for ', nh ' t riundi of Jim fiart (ommittet', (;ente ('erra, I reas

I' C) oix % 7, larlin, Ftrr, Ohio 43935
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February 28, 1994

"ine Honorable Robert Taft, III
Seci eta-y of State
State Offlice Tower
("olumhris, 0hio 43215

Iear Nlr Secretary

Please find the enclosed complaint which I have filed with the Federal Elections
Commission (FEC) concerning apparent violations of federal election law by the Greg
[)idonato for U S. Corigi ess Campaign. As you know, Mr. I)idonato, cutrently a Member
of the Ohio State I louse of Representatives, is a candidate for Congress in Ohio's 18th
District.

I would also like to call to your attention, a possible violation of state law by the
Didonato campaign. It is my understanding that Ohio law prohibits the use of materials
prepared at taxpayer expense in campaign activities.

Specifically, I would like to bring to your attention a newsletter that Mr. Didonato
enclosid in a recent campaign mailing entitled "The Didonato News" and dated 'Fall,
1993." Because of the date and because the contents of the newsletter largely consist of
reports of Mr. Didonato's actions as a State Representative, I can only assume that the
newsletter was printed under the auspices of his State Representative's office and at
taxpayer expense. The newsletter accompanied letters recently sent by his campaign (also
attached) asking for the support of voters in his upcoming bid for Congress. Many of
these letters were sent to voters outside of his current State House District.

It is my understanding that materials used in official House duties and paid for at
taxpayer expense may not be used in campaign activities. Therefore, I ask your office to
investigate this matter and, should these or other violations have occurred, administer the
appropriate penalties to ensure that taxpayers' funds are recovered and protected from
future nisuse. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
your convenience.

Sincerely,

Sworn %,) :md c! ri,,i ,--, ;'!,,, ,,, ott Scherii~er
this / I t , _ - - , . 24 N. 5th Street
presen-,. Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935

1'. , '
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GREG L. DIDONATO

State Representative
77 S High Street. 11th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 432W6-0603

Off-e (614) 466 54 76
Toll Free I -B00-282-0253

F AX (614) 644 94 94

97th Hou, Oistnct
Tucarawas and

Guemsp'y Counties

3Co ttinu1
43215

COMMITTEES.
Economic Affairs & Federal

Relations
Vice Chairman

Transportation ind Urban Affairs
Vice Chairniarm

AQrw-tjl!! ro anrd Naturai Peso,,
Economic Devolopment a--,

Small Flusiifts.
Human Resources
LocaW Government

Haratra Lenz
424 ilm St.
Mautins Ferry . Ohio 43935

)car Barbara

On Thursday, February 10. 1994, I will be filing my Declaration of Candidacy petition
for the Democratic nomination to the U.S. Congress from the 18th District. On (lue same
day, I will travel throughout the district to meet with Democratic Central Committee
members.

I will be in Steubenville, Thursday, Feb. 10, at 8:15 a.m., at the Jefferson County
Commissioners' office located in the Jefferson County Court House. I will then travel to St.
Clairsville for a 10:00 a.m. stop at the Belmont County Commissioners' office located at 100
W. Main St.

I look forward to seeing you Thursday at whichever location is convenient to
have any questions, please contact me at 1-800-WIN-GREG (1-800-946-4734).

er' much for your suppoirt.

you. Ifyou
Thank you

Sincerely.
(;reg L. DiDonato
Ohio State Representative
Candidae for U.S. Congress

Pa & o cWTWie ron o"o mt(vtoC' LImf ipmeia we. mww. vs1 w w ft, to OW "m
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DIDONATO IN THE NEWS

The TimesReporter
A mal Pn~ S 0 (A)~' ~

Opinion
T'ln Tie n rep rorte=r

Dover-New Philadelphia. .htu

Founded as
The Iron Valley Reporter. 1872

The Dally Tilme, t9W

Jarries shradq'r. rubliher

111chard J F rell. Elt'or
Snndra 9 Stewart. Menaging Editor

niChiird W Cravem, AsaIiI|nt Mlanaging Edilof
Dorwn t auienscho h ire. City Editor
Amy Soeth raves. Weekend Fditlr

0avid Whiltner. Sporis Edilto
n Stephen Long. Editorial Page Editor

Ronald M. Walie Jr. ALvertising DIrector
Orel E. Kottlewell. Controller

Michael 9 Stern. Clrculatlon Director

Thursday, OcL 29, 1992 Page A-4

DiDonato delivers
One of the easier endorsements The Times-Reporter will make

this election year Is that for Democratic incumbent Greg DiDonato of
New Philadelphia, who is seeking his second term as 97th House Dis-
trict representative.

DiDonato has delivered on his promise to
be the people's representative. protesting to
the leaders of both parties when he sees trou-
ble ahead for his district.

lie has fought the bureaucracies and chided
them when necessary. His work in Columbus
to cut EPA paperwork onl behalf of the $17.8
million IMKO Recycling Inc. expansion in
Uhrichville did not go unnoticed by the exec-
utives of that firn. (The net effect of [)il)ona-

, to's work? Jobs.)
DIDonato also has matured while in ornce,

realizing that he can't change the political
World in one rell swoop. But that hasn't de-
terred him from energizing battles against

woONATO out-of-state sludge dumping in the Tuscarn-was Valley.
Although not considered a power broker yet, DiDujiaLo has earnewd

the respect of his colleagues and constituents.

lie deserves to be returned to the Legislature.

7)
m



R I DIDONAT() WORKINGIARI) FOR
("()NSrIIiUENTS

Al C ", A 1)O. ,panor" .1 *r., V I . .

I I .

:Opin ion1

* Dover PJe% r)1 iliadoiphia. Ohio

!; rwdo"d aq

The 4nn Va:ley ppr%,p0 . .2
The Dra-y Tr'fes, 1 3

Jrn)PS Shrader. Pub!i~her
l: 'i .. ,.... . "r 9 .. I k .. .

5 S~~g. M~rg'~Flior
• • [) r,,' a.lJr,-.q't.eg ,,. C'y F ~

An-y floth (;rnwve,. Wpoen4
. Flor

Davil W -,fer. Spods Editor
p Siephen i Edjio al " a Edior

fi- dM Wn,? Jr , A4vYepvlsq Diecla'
SreI F . *&l, ortrnIlr

* mch l 8 St"rn. Citcullionr D).'eclof

Thursday, Oct. 1, 1992 Page A-A

Acommunity victory
(;ive freshman Rep. Greg DiDonato, 1)-New Philadelphia, some

ct-edit. Because of hi intensity, along with the pressure applied by
many Tuscarawas Valley residents, 1io Gro Systerns Inc. has aban-
doned plans to dispose of thousands of tons of East Coast sludge at a
strip mine site in I)over l'wnship.

[hat may take some interest away from the work of a special sub-
committee. of whi'hl 1l)(oriato has been nanied chairn)an by House
Speaker Vern Iitfe

Dil)onat() ia(i caiied F)r an i ~egatiuh into toae i~jo)i by IBo
Gro and t1w peilin, approval by the OhMi() EInvironmental Pr'otectiol
Agency. lik) (;ro's Vitlila , al has .If liiiL(Lc tle urgency uf I)iI))ona-
tos cminrilite, but 11,)t it, ihh -r) ,tan(e.

"We vill m()e, fmr k;1I (I ,itk til e 0 ,,lit iri ' ', I)i])o alo, S;i !I Ae(dnes-
day. "'e Pr(oblem sill lhzis to be l();k, at becauise tin ,e dumping
slu(Ige in (utliet a;a, i , (li.t rict awl the state."

I])iI)o( iato adfli,(I tii ,, ii t 5 i ) p ' ,,l tu, iLa-.1),h in le':tla to both
restrict .t(, c, ,sludl ,,j I i, ,w . n;,) lpt Tt er ii li ()ring of
M effects i ) 2r,) i, V.',.r a t ,)1,r l,,lth r.licil r(Hs,111re.,s, lie
ll j) (s t( S 

,.4',lel( 
, Iit',,,i.e Li t Il ii r LI l N ov eii-

l~~~iI~~~~ur~~~h14sii 1, wi* u~x i h. n 1 td ~ it,. needl toget1 b~ack t (i .k i)r k. t,)m),) i,,
Arnd, i] , ', M( ' . , : 'e Mt -0 (, I)(i ,,r low) nslip

still nfee(is to be rclain ,i.
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Fall 1993
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DiDonato Serving Second Term
-rxato, repr s4;utit ti, " -7th, I ft in...

r 1 1 1iT ' ii r '~P4'it I-

I I f tprpnt 1ls, 1,,

ie it thi p 1Jth Litr t in h is
'flI(i tPnn~ in offi( e

The 12(Ah Genveral Assemblv is
i--, unlderwaN% and Rep. L)iDoriato
:- 'tnving to uphold his campaign

Greg [)iOonatcl has met with
g:reat success as a legislator in Ohio's

-State Governent. In his first term,

:ire~opive4I anl
arointnwent (if Vice-

vIlrma;-) to a C ".In d

-' "i fh) hai; hVP I a[
'Iritrmd hI tlv,( Vit,

o I r7iarl,,tup P,,n.)' ti
d F ' 'rit 'i )I c A far.

1-ral FPelatii I r
r It ' i I ar' )ttiwr

* ran-ji~ ti ti ii

I l t'~h % a ui i n, I M i

-itt ~ ~ ;;-rWi r- 4 i.~ti ~eIrvn ,

it~~~~ if 1ur1)(111mii~s I Iv iit

~t I I r i I i i n u

't 1 tr ar 1. (

IA'hich fie as
intrxxitced Rep.
Lhillwato has introduced House Bills
122, 123, 180, and 44Y4, all of which
will positively impact the 97th House

Committees. He was also appointedi to
chair a select subcommittee under thle
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Committee stud ' ing thle
effects. of land pl-
tions of municipal
sewage sludlge.

Di[kwrtilai full hww

ti~MAM '~ihlst'btp ( I''riirilt :kiv
Ii~~~~~~- tii tuf Ian a.ap[I(~ i I,-

~~pe~ikiriat Ii i t)r kv luil ti 1,

tf "Vrel flati mer a.i olntix ~% 1. ii t
to *re ii'il'.tituentt I~ar.

hcar 1.0'wl

rDistnct. They span a %vanetv, (4iue
ranging from regulating land
applications of sewage slu(1gs ti,
requiring non-violenit (litninal
offenders payr Pre1',itonar-% fee~s
(i)hioans from Tu-,carawas and
Guernsey% Counties cat) [w confider:
that issues are being ad, Iresed wKd
Rep. lDilnato is in offi( e

IBudget Bill Signed into State
heOm Law

1approved the $-30.8 billion two year stale
budget on June 30th providing more
funding for education, public safety and
economic development for all of Ohio.
The Governor later siqned the biff wlhicfi
becamep law as of Ji V 1st Repr
Oijonato voted in favor of this econoir,.
packaqe which will positively ;inrac,
people of Tuscarawas and Guer-spi

1 Counties. It you care to hear l'r e ba~x-
g~round on certain apprcpniatuns for ',J.e
state budUpf, and funrding leveis lur
programs in the District. plpase write
call the numbers listed on Whe reverse of
this paqe'

Meet The Representative



DiDonato's Bills Reduce Government
House Bill 122

Rep L[)iiatv was appiwlied bv
tIhe( Ilk) LD'partni*ent of Mental Retartla
timafi an1 E*vAiprnw IN1 Taities to bc
th~e s9W-flS() of tii-Sbill 11ecause (if thew %(, k.
lie hias donew andaardans lip has rpceivod
III dhe past k) helil pPM~'415 with tl IsaiIII
t!#i. 11115 legilat ion pasc*XI the, I tC.
X% ithiout .i rwlativp It( ittVr %%feso

.1'I *11ig~ '11 I'll bi: f;iet 1 Nilke

015-l u l- (if tile Pin. i'-. f i - e %. I. iiii

fle'tililjtv for ti ).Iien

iurcisa

ilil WOUld hlelp rTW''. I

isa5bilities, and offer
gijiariwe andl
tinamiKal stiprXrt tol par"ts ' wLWWsh to,

- care for ch ildren wi th dLsaibilitie-, in their
own borne, potentally sainig the state

rnMii'on in administrative costs. The bill
%V()udd aLo give ('Qufltv ags.Tocs rr~re
abilityv to work %%l ith tl eiport-lrwi-t. PiLs

bill %vas added txo Serate Bill 21 which was
',ngned by the- Go'. ernor )ust rpentlNv

House Bill 123
-7 Rep L)l-hitato haslnnwg be
Cl lf'n-md about tfhe- armiunt oif sgoT vpn
rl'W~t paperwork small busnes,,
hoicpitabs and loca go'VerMtst muISt

pr ce for the statp This cionxemi

whiich will reduce die armunint of state
PoVern*~lt forMIS red tape thaOt mut.st be

I esfi 25 -p 1 WiPit ove~r the next five
W'ar'. It 1-,a11 effo rt tx-i ctrsnil fW gryvernl

rrww-it pexratit -ris ti) prvnit duplication of

alreavop c'stlnl riair 11-eState,
rif fii ,lradvi-~"rarsa Forn'ix Mail-

Aj:1rneiit Co-ino Agency,
-i~t thels depa rturint .%as

11blshd 0ipe*n %-Par- ago and needed
s.ome res-,tnlcttun 'P is bilIl will alknw thie

arto wV1NOrk 51,e-b%-si4de With agef-10,v
directon- to, r-edt.e formsL potertialk'
sa v ifg t11l s tate mrull ionrs of doflars and
relievig taxpaw.-r-- frymi cmI~siderable red
tape. Q .*,er the thirteen %pear span,. the
State Forms Nixap-serrt Contwol Agency
I 4 As avedk 154 IT' W 5-71nilho(n in PApe Costs.

SItI ImilI1on In fivo -ver-s. alrrvst double
tile thlat Ca% rtlo- *( hilrwz~n years Stt
gz-vi-i'eni-mt inI . 4))i) ;p*wKis nviwe than
K10) milli a year on paper aitie. We've
, lom] entirp fi rpsts Tkli;t to nmke erw nigh
Fp j- to) fee taItP P"tm' I t. I hr- b Ill

sav~ea i mnI n I" i esng
-. i i'. 'Iw thawq lit I *] dimot begin1

House Bill 18'0

ii ' Lit 1W ryl Ai-fl-17

f t- '1 r11( 11 I!~ .i iin 'r -i '.LJ~ iS

at thleir sludge out west mid itsing huge
amounts to reclaim land disturbed by

strip mining. T'he 97th I )istrlct has much-
to he c'itxrned about. ' ttaraiwas and
Gume (Counties have many strip
mines andt there is a !th~ienit by the
COhio [DA ti) relaim tilw~ larJs bwus
of the envinwirnmertal (damage ftxm mine-
runoff. Scieiitists have iiit been in
agrement that this suktaix-e. s itlb>t
for land application to) farms and strp
mines, INiS bill places a Stop to Land
applying sludge until ntnv iei~lation-s
CMIt-v eadopted andl v4' eoitts (anl agree'
tni it hmiefioal ie 1,i11 is curren-,

House Bill 406
.\km N- Oh iiard wiiiking taxpaver-

and law abilding cit1ZprvI14 i Ciiin tired of
paving for cnrnmiiak who repeat.xdlv brpeak
t1w law and %,Ind tip bock o11 esret;
If the ansqwer is~ %-P-, !IW~ w-iou are In
agreeii~it --vidh Pep. LDIU iriatto. (Aim~ Iha&
roughly R30xU iividuak on) probation.
ail are biwng riiiabilitated through stite
prob*ationipr igainls su pportpd by vuur
tax dollars- '11is legislation which pass.W e
the House w~titot a ne-gative vote wouldi
reqtUr non-vi'olent criminal offenders on
probationi tn~pay afee ofat leastS20per
mointh for tie costs involved si thd&
Supervisi-n Most people would thinik
that criminals (xi probatknm ame poor and
unempkyble, but Rep. Diolci's
research found that most offervders can
afford a reascwvtble fee. This bill would
give alnxru' t W4 million back to countv
parole a u ttirities s tatewidce to s u prvise
criminas. 11w mne-y geRwatedbw
o)ffenders paving their own supervision
costs can be usedI for thewir dru toatnent.
educaition or 0 ibtrig Crkiina
offqiders whoK are absolutelv poor can >
orderd to perform community sm-vce.

Ohio House of Representatives
Rep. Greg DiDonato

77 South Hifgh Street
Columbus. Ohio 43266

1-800-282-0253 or (614) 466-5476

Staf f:
Heather Frey, Secretary
John Boccieri, Legislative Aide
T oby Norris, House Assistant
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State Repesentative

__g~ Dl~on~aL for Congress
P1.O. Box 30 New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663

Telephone 1-800-WIN-GREG or (216) 364-2532

F:ebnary 5, 1994

Clilt Ilwl-e
('ariollton, ()hli ,44615

i)ear Patricia

It is my pleasure to extend to you a personal invitation to our breakfast fundraiser
Saturday, March 5. from 9-11 a.m. at St. John's Villa in Carrollton. Breakfast will include
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage and Sweet Rolls.

It was my privilege to have served you as an Ohio State Representative, and I look
fiorward to working for you as your next U.S. Congressman. My 15 years of government
experience cannot be matched. In f. t, I am the only candidate running in the Democratic
p-imaiy who has ever held an elected office.

As a councilman, mayor, businessman and two-term state representative, I have a strong
7- record of responsible and experienced leadership. My business experience has proved to be

of great help to me as Vice-Chairman of the Economic Affairs and Federal Relations
Coitmmittee. It has also aided me in my successful efforts to cut waste and create jobs.

TIogether, we can bring a responsible and common sense approach to government. I have
enclosed two tickets to our breakfast fundraiser, and I sincerely hope you will be able to
attend I look forward to seeing you Saturday. March 5. Thank you very muchi ('or your
up)llt~t. Please 1 \S\1 by March 1. 1994.

Sincerely,
Greg L. DiDonato
Ohio State Representative
Candidatc for 11.S. (ongress

rod &w Nv (;el I 11'r*,,, 0 Iw I' (u" 1!s% (n',m"Ief. I inthb We f. Tftraqa , 619 N Wow %4 trOicte,,le. O(hin "61



Name

Address

Cityv

Phone

Sorry I cannot attend

My contribution is enclosed.
436

Name

Address

Cily

Phone

Sorry I cannot attend

Mv Contrihution it, enclosed.A?5

BREAKFAST WITH %s0 436
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GREG DIDONATO
FOR U. So CONGRESS FJNDDAISE

Saturday, March 5, 1994 • 9:00 am to 11:00 am
at St. John's Villa in Carrollton

MENU: Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Sweet Rolls
R. S. V. P.: March 1. 1944 - Information call I-800-WIN-(R-

Donation: $ 10(00 per person
Paid for by Greg L DiDonao for ! S (ongrems Uommitre

Linda Warner. Treasurer. 615 S Wate. ,t. [Inrcnsville. Ohio 44t€w'

BREAKFRST WITH -NU, 4 35
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GREG DIDONATO
FOR U. S. CONGRESS FUNDRAISER

Saturday. March 5, 1994 - 9:00 am to 11:00 am
at St. John's Villa in Carrollton 7
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Scott Schertzei
24 N. 5th Street
Martins Ferry, OH 43935

RE: MUR 3945

Dear ?r. Schert-er :

This letter acknowledges receipt on March 14, 1994, of your
complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The respondent(s)
will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original

'0 complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945. Please refer
to this number in all future communications. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosure
Procedures
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Linda Warner, Treasurer
Citizens for Greg DiDonato
615 N. Water Street
Uhrichsville, OH 44683

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Ms. Warner:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which

indicates that Citizens for Greg DiDonato ("Committee") and you,

as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign

Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is

enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3945. Please refer

to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in

writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and

you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or

legal materials which you believe are relevant to the

Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which

should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be

submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no

response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take

further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with

2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made

public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this

matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed

form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Linda Warner, Treasurer
Citizens for Greg DiDonato
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202' 219-3400. For your informati1n, wP have enclosed a t-P f
description of the Commission's ptocedutes for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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Linda Warner, Treasurer
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.O. Box 30
New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Ms. Warner:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress ("Committee") and
you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. we have numbered this matter MUR 3945.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
2 writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and

you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Linda Warner, Treasurer
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's proceiures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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Representative Greg DiDonato
c/o Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.O. Box 30
New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Mr. DiDonato:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election

Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. we have numbered this matter MUR 3945.

--\ Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Representative Greg DiDonato
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's prorcedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Ta'sa:, Attorney
Central Efrccement Docket

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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P.O. Box 30 New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663
Telephone 1-800-WIN-GREG or (216) 364-2532

January 4, 1994

FIELD(FIRSTNAME) FIELD(LASTNAME)
FIELD(address)
FIELD(city) FIELD(state) FIELD(zip)

Dear FIELD(firstname)

I want to take this opportunity to announce my candidacy for the 18th District of the United States House of
Representatives. I am currently serving my second term in the Ohio House of Representatives. representing the
97th district. I am the former mayor of Dennison (1984-1990) and former Dennison council member (1980-
19831.

I am a lifelong resident of the 18th District, currently living in New Philadelphia and a full-time Ohio
Representative. I have led the drive to eliminate wasteful government spending, more equitable usage of tax
dollars for 97th District schools, the prevention of sludge dumping and several other pressing issues which are
described in the enclosed newsletters.

In my state 97th House District, I have served Tuscarawas. Guernsey and Carroll Counties, and I am
establishing solid support throughout the rest of the 18th district. We are going to face a very formidable foe in
November, and it is imperative that we offer the voters a candidate who can win the general election in
November and %ill be able to unite the entire 18th District.

I will offer a new look for the 18th District, one of loyal repesonatio for the entire district and a return to
addressing the important concerns of everyone in the district. My terms as a state representative have been a
relentless pursuit of these issues and my record amplifies the same.

I plan to maintain the present four district offices, which wiil operate full-time, to field and address concerns
from all constituents. I also plan to uphold regular communication between myself and all citizens in the 14
counties I represent

I am a traditional Democrat whose voting record proves I do not bow to petty party politics and the

polarization of issues. I look at what is best for the people I represent.

I was born and raised in the 18th District and I will work for the people I repre.ent with the same dedication
as I do no%. We have to return to making decisions in government based on right and wrong, with the best
interests of the constituents we serve being the priority. I have been performing these duties in the statehouse
and I am confident I can do them in Washington D.C

If ,ou wish to have more information or want to assist in my campaign, please feel tree to contact our
headquarters at the toll free number listed above.

Sincere' Yours.

Greg L. DiDonato

Paid for by Greg L. DODmo for U S. CoWrems coin . Limb WaM. Yenmr. 615 N. War St. Uhncdve. Ohi 44683



vPRINTING
4792 North 4th St. Ext. S. E., Dennison, Ohio 44621

Phone: (614) 922-1765 • FAX (614) 922-2195

March 28, 1994

To whom it concerns:

I Richard Bloom, owner of Bloom's Printing, testify that the first
1,000 ea. pieces of stationary and 2,000 ea. envelopes were printed
with "Citizens for Greg DiDonato"
from the funds of "DiDonato for U

disclaimers and were paid for
S. Congress Committee".

Richard Bloom

1o) (ualit Printing at Fair Price.s

Adlk
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BEFORE TUE FEDERAL ELECTION COKI fr 3 5s _ 5

In the matter of ) SENSITIVE
Enforcement Priority

GENERAL COUNSEL'S QUARTERLY REPORT

i. INTRODUCTION

This report is the second Enforcement Priority System

Quarterly Report. The purpose of this Quarterly Report is to

recommend that the Commission no longer pursue the identified

lower priority and stale cases.

II. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Further Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying

those pending cases that do not warrant the further expenditure

of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using

Commission approved criteria

By closing such cases the Commission is

able to use its limited resources to focus on more important

cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has

identified 16 cases which do not warrant

further pursuit relative to the other pending cases. A short

These matters are: MUR 3920; MUR 3930; MUR 39 4; MUR 3939;
MUR 3942; MUR 3943; MUR 3945; MUR 3948; MUR 3953; MUR 3955;
MUR 3957; MUR 3964; MUR 3965; MUR 3967; RAD 94L-22; and
PAD 94L-25.
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description of each case and the factors leading to assignment

of a relatively low priority and consequent recommendation not

to pursue each case is attached to this report. See

Attachments 1-16. For the Commission's convenience, the

narratives for externally-generated matters are immediately

followed by the complaint and response(s) and the narratives for

internally-generated matters are immediately followed by the

referral.

B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively

more resources when the activity and evidence are old.

Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the

Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent

activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the

current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of

our limited resources. To this end, this Office has identified

42 cases that

do not

warrant further investment of significant Commission resources.
2

Since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is

based on staleness, this Office has not prepared separate

2. These matters are: MUR 3132; MUR 3432; MUR 3466; MUR 3470;
MUR 3473; MUR 3495; MUR 3558; MUR 3575; MUR 3581; MUR 3594;
MUR 3600; MUR 3625; MUR 3647; MUR 3663; MUR 3684; MUR 3698;
MUR 3712; MUR 3733; MUR 3744; MUR 3749; MUR 3756; MUR 3759;
MUR 3767; MUR 3776; MUR 3779; RAD 92L-26, RAD 93L-25;
RAD 93L-26; RAD 93L-29; RAD 93L-31; RAD 93L-33; RAD 93L-35;
RAD 93L-36; RAD 93L-38; RAD 93L-39; RAD 93NF-02; RAD 93NF-03;
RAD 93NF-06; RAD 93NF-10; RAD 93NF-12; RAD 93NF-15; and
RAD 93NF-20.
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narratives for these cases. However, for externally-generated

matters in which the Commission has made no findings, the

complaint and response(s) are attached to the report and for

internally-generated matters in which the Commission has made no

findings, the referral is attached. See Attachments 17-53.

Because the Commission has already made findings in five of the

stale cases, no additional information is being attached to this

report in regard to these cases. 3

NQ

3. These matters are: MUR 3132, MUR 3432, MUR 3466, MUR 3495,
and MUR 3733.
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This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its

prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the identified

cases effective August 1, 1994. This will

allow the Legal Review Team adequate time to prepare the Pre-MUR

and MUP files so that the cases can appear on the public record

by September 1, 1994, within 30 days of the August 1, 1994,

closing date. This timeframe also will enable this Office to

prepare closing letters so that the letters can be mailed on

August 2, 1994. Additionally, the Press Office will need time

to review the files for inclusion in one of its press releases.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file in the
following matters to be effective on August 1, 1994:

1) BAD 92L-26
2) RAD 93L-25
3) RAD 93L-26
4) RAD 93L-29
5) RAD 93L-31
6) RAD 93L-33
7) RAD 93L-35
8) RAD 93L-36
9) RAD 93L-38

10) RAD 93L-39
11) RAD 94L-22
12) RAD 94L-25
13) RAD 93NF-02
14) RAD 93NF-03
15) RAD 93NF-06
16) RAD 93NF-10
17) RAD 93NF-12
18) RAD 93NF-15
19) RAD 93NF-20
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B. Take no action, close the file effective on August 1,
1994, and approve the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

1) MUR 3470
2) MUR 3473
3) MUR 3558
4) MUR 3575
5- MUR 3581
6) MUR 3594
7) MUR 3600
8) MUR 3625
9) MUR 3647

10) MUR 3663
11) MUR 3684
12) MUR 3698
13) MUR 3712
14) MUR 3744
15) MUR 3749
16) MUR 3756
17) MUR 3759
18) MUR 3767
19) MUR 3776

"4 20) MUR 3779
21) MUR 3920

\0) 22) MUR 3930
23) MUR 3934
24) MUR 3939
25) MUR 3942
26) MUR 3943

-7, 27) MUR 3945
28) MUR 3948
29) MUR 3953
30) MUR 3955
31) MUR 3957
32) MUR 3964
33) MUR 3965
34) MUR 3967
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C. Take no further action, close the file effective on
August 1, 1994, and approve the appropriate letter in the
following matters:

1) MUR 3132
2) MUR 3432
3) MUR 3466
4) MUR 3495
5) MUR 3733

Date Lawrence P.
General Counsel

NQ



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Agenda Document

Enforcement Priority ) #X94-72

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Federal Election Commission executive session on July 19,

1994, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a

vote of 6-0 to take the following actions with respect

to Agenda Document #X94-72:

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the
file in the following matters to be

*1O effective on August 1, 1994:

1) RAD 92L-26
2) RAD 93L-25
3) RAD 93L-26
4) RAD 93L-29
5) RAD 93L-31
6) RAD 93L-33
7) RAD 93L-35
8) RAD 93L-36
9) RAD 93L-38
10) RAD 93L-39
11) RAD 94L-22
12) RAD 94L-25
13) RAD 93NF-02
14) RAD 93NF-03
15) RAD 93NF-06
16) RAD 93NF-10
17) RAD 93NF-12
18) RAD 93NF-15
19) RAD 93NF-20

(continued)



Federal Election Commission Page 2
Certification: Enforcement Priority
July 19, 1994

B. Take no action, close the file effective
on August 1, 1994, and approve the
appropriate letter in the following matters:

1) MUR 3470
2) MUR 3473
3) MUR 3558
4) MUR 3575
5) MUR 3581
6) MUR 3594
7) MUR 3600
8) MUR 3625
9) MUR 3647
10) MUR 3663
11) MUR 3684
12) MUR 3698
13) MUR 3712
14) MUR 3744
15) MUR 3749

16) MUR 3756
17) MUR 3759
18) MUR 3767
19) MUR 3776
20) MUR 3779
21) MUR 3920
22) MUR 3930
23) MUR 3934
24) MUR 3939
25) MUR 3942
26) MUR 3943
27) MUR 3945
28) MUR 3948
29) MUR 3953
30) MUR 3955
31) MUR 3957
32) MUR 3964
33) MUR 3965
34) MUR 3967

contineJ
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Page 3Federal Election Commission
Certifiction: Enforcement Priority
July 19, 1994

C. Take no further action, close the file
effective on August 1, 1994, and approve
the appropriate letter in the following
matters:

1) MUR 3132
2) MUR 3432
3) MUR 3466
4) MUR 3495
5) MUR 3733

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry,

Potter, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Date Je Marjorie W. Canons
-,Wetary of the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

OS?7

August 2, 1994

Scott Schertzer
24 N. 5th Street
Martins Ferry, OH 43935

RE: MUR 3943

Dear Mr. Schertzer:

On March 14, 1994, the Federal Election Commission received
your complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the respondents. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its-Mle
in this matter on August 1, 1994. This matter will become part
of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission's dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.
S 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a complaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato's federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato" and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amount of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.
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August 2, 1994

The Honorable Greg DiDonato
c/o Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.O. Box 30
New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Mr. DiDonato:

On March 18, 1994, the Federal Election Commission notified
you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against you. See attached
narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed 1tE file in this

'0 matter on August 1, 1994.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a complaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato's federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato" and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amount of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.'C
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August 2, 1994

Linda Warner, Treasurer
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress
P.O. Box 30
New Philadelphia, OH 44663

RE: MUR 3945

Dear Ms. Warner:

On March 18, 1994, the Federal Election Commission notified
Greg DiDonato for U.S. Congress ("Comaittee") and you, as
treasurer, of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial
discretion and to take no action against the Committee and you,
as treasurer. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commission close-its file in this matter on August 1, 1994.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. In addition,
although the complete file must be placed on the public record
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following
certification of the Commission's vote. If you wish to submit
any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record,
please do so as soon as possible. While the file may be placed
on the public record prior to receipt of your additional
materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the
public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Joan McEnery at
(202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar
Attorney

Attachment
Narrative
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GREG DIDONATO FOR CONGRESS

The Jim Hart for Congress Committee filed a complaint
alleging that the Greg DiDonato for Congress Committee
("Committee") accepted impermissible transfers of funds from the
Citizens for Greg DiDonato, a state committee, in the form of
printing and mailing costs for a newsletter and three mailings
in support of Mr. DiDonato's federal campaign. The complainant
also alleges that the Committee failed to provide proper
disclaimers on campaign materials and fundraising invitations.

The respondents replied that during the "testing the
waters" period, the Committee was known as "Citizens for Greg
DiDonato" and that the printing and mailing costs for federal
campaign-related mailings were paid by Mr. DiDonato personally
and later by the federal committee. Due to the possibility of
confusion between the state and federal committees, at the time
of filing with the Commission, the Committee chose to use its
current name, Greg DiDonato for Congress. In regard to the
alleged lack of disclaimers, the Committee states that other
inserts in each mailing contained the proper disclaimers.

This matter involves players inexperienced in federal
elections and a limited amount of money. There is no indication
of any serious intent to violate FECA.
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