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114/751-2020
1-800/392-86)0

I. Maura Callawayf ice of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

November 23, 1992

Dear Ms. Callaway:

Enclosed please find the original complaint filed by Mr. Paul
Brown against the Idea Center.

If you have any questions about this, please call me.

f Compliance

MCR: as

Enclosure



RECEIVEL)
FEDERAL ELECr'ON

COM MIs S ION
MAIN COPY fOOM

STATE OF MISSOURI 2 16 123 A '52
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M N .n,, PO BOX 1254 1-800/92-866o
AoJEFFERSON CITY, Mo 65102

Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

November 9, 1992

RE: Paul M. Brown/The Idea Center C

Dear Sir:

The enclosed complaint was filed with the Campaign Finance Review
Board of Missouri. The Board has determined that this complaint
does not fall within their purview and has instructed me to

oC forward this complaint to you.

0,. Sincerely,

Marion N. Sinnett

Administrator

MNS:as

Enclosure



12311 Conway Road
St. Louis, MO 63141
October 13, 1992

Missouri Campaign Finance Review Commission
Office of Missouri Secretary of State CAAPAIGP. _A

Jefferson City, MO 65101 V 9OAE g

Re: The Idea Center OCT20 W

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please accept this letter as a formal complaint regarding %:
the failure of the above-referenced organization to comply 

with

Missouri's campaign finance disclosure laws.

On Sunday, October 11, 1992, a "paid political
advertisement" appeared on page 14D the St. Louis Post Dispatch
calling for the election of Bill Clinton and Albert Gore as
president and vice president of the United States. The

CN4 advertisement also encouraged voters to support unspecified
Republican candidates for other offices who hold certain
political views.

The only identifying information in the advertisement was
that it was put out by The Idea Center, St. Louis, MO. No
treasurer was listed in the advertisement. There is no listing
for The Idea Center in the Southwestern Bell white pages
telephone directory. Your office has advised me by telephone that
The Idea Center is not listed with the Secretary of State's
Division of Campaign Finance Disclosure.

I believe this advertisement violates Missouri's campaign
finance disclosure laws in at least three respects:

1. The advertisement does not list the name of the

treasurer as required by Missouri law for all campaign

advertising.

2. The Idea Center has failed to register with the
Secretary of State's Division of Campaign Finance Disclosure.

3. The Idea Center has failed to report its contributions
and expenditures in support of candidates for public office.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

STATE OF MISSOURI )

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS ) ncerel
Sworn to and verified before me 4

this 13th day of October, 1992.

Notary Pub-lie
My Commission Expires: /- -- 3



Whatever happened to the tr
Abraham Lincoln?

Republican values of

Te ghost of the Ayatollah Khmi a idg high ova Ameia as George Bush (having beenkidnpped and brainwashed by the hard-rWht, fiatic rinP Of the Republican Party) leads theirdesperate attack on our traditional Waue by trying to turn Our eritage over to the greeft the seV ,the ignorant and the superstitious
President Dush nice pero that he is, has become the American Ayatollah-4pt that he is notoperating on his own ,pruwqpie or philopy which he baw the uvion to possess personally

The Torch of Liberty is being extu hed byignorance and religious bigotry.
___ George Bush s the Mouthpiee and the pupe t for tj fare of

'monsoon.i o itual tyranax superstition, pee1, ranc oe emasa bra aO - amd k bigot peonified by Pat Buchams. Flat Roear U1l0460p-w o ka bshe OConnom Charles Keating and Pbyili Schiafly. He isn anpak- b 4wp sh no n to pervert the basicAercnjiilsofredm~UI ~ W~LJ ~ n a ndiit ajustos. His ramlI-at Republiom dugm~affters
ttransfor our free American society into one of Iethnie andreligious strf so& I like that of Yugoslavia wher Serbs, Croats, Muslims, Romnan Cath andEastern Orthodox Catholics are all destroying one anotherwmcait Most of our forebems came to this cUntry to escape this kind of religios and ethnicintolerance in NWOape.

Oir founding fathers, W by Thoma Jefferson, fostered
Iellectual m and the separation of Church and State asrthe piilars of American Democracy

UI
f'w aty isnw.p a j

Gleorge Bush, himaslI does not come fiees ak Nted beckgreun&However he has beome ceptie to the m uinin.os anplator. who use him to espouse their .aedap " of superstitioand ig u bs 1 a dia-caut Anrican patriot.This wbt makes him I q g le- - sakiy w those who would ensnr the citiens*ho e st= to hin. L
Clve im voeand be 1WE j hh b~fhiw ehandlers. to erode your personal

d of your envaran at an
tSU thamis. H.Wbdsdgwlaso ay an s

itm'

M1 W

I



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCIO% DC.20461

December 9, 1992

Marion N. Sinnott
Administrator
State of Missouri
Campaign Finance Review Board
Post Office Box 1254
Jefferson City, MO 65102

RE: MUR 3719

Dear Ms. Sinnett:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
November 9, 1992, advising us of the possibility of a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (0th.
Act*) by the Idea Center. We are currently reviewing the matter
and will advise you of the Commission's determination.

If you have any questions or additional information, please
call Joi L. Roberson, the staff member assigned to this matter,
at (202) 219-3400. Our file number for this matter is MM 3719.

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and I 437g(a)(12)(A),
the Commission's review of this matter shall remain confidential
until the file has been closed.

Sincerely,

Lawrence N. Noble
General Counsel

BY: Lois G. Lerer
Associate General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D C 2 463

December 9, 1992

Paul M. Brown
12311 Conway Road
St. Louis, MO 63141

RE: MUR 3719

Dear Mr. Brown:

This letter acknowledges receipt on December 1, 1992, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by The
Idea Center. Your complaint was forwarded to us by the State of
Missouri, Campaign Finance Review Board on November 9, 1992.
The respondents will be notified of this complaint within five

-days.

VYou will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
ON Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you

receive any additional information in this matter, please
01- forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such

information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
Scomplaint. We have numbered this matter MR 3719. Please refer

to this number in all future correspondence. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Teresa A. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures

C.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 2046 )

December 9, 1992

The Idea Center
c/o Paul Flum Ideas, Inc.
11100 Linpage
St. Louis, NO 63132

RE: MUR 3719

Dear Mr. Flum:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal ElectionCampaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter XUR 3719.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
4writing that no action should be taken against you in this

matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this

ON matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted underoath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
C Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of

this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. I 437g(a)(4)(8) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify

CY. the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



The idea Center
Paul Flum Ideas, Inc.
Page 2

if you have any questions, please contact Joi L. Roberson,
the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3400.
For your information, we have enclosed a brief description of
the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Teresa A. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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December 15, 1992

Ms. Teresa H. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463 -- .

Dear Ms. Hennessy: . 6 (
We received your letter dated December 9 advising us of another
complaint with regard to the statement ran in the St.Louis Post
Dispatch on October 11, 1992.

We have already responded to a similar complaint as requested in
your letter dated November 12, 1992. Our letter of November 24,
1992 (copy attached) addresses each of the same requests for your
letter of December 9.

Please consider this letter along with a copy of our November 24
correspondence as satisfying your requirements for a complete
response to the second complaint.

If you should have any questions or comments, please don't hesitate
to contact me at your earliest convenience.

Sin erel(

Paul Flum,
President

cc: Joi L. Robersonv
j /

11100 LINPAGE PLACE N ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 63132
(314) 423-9777

TOLL FREE 1-800-325.2823
FAX: (314) 423.0420

i: - .. .1 S I I I- ..I , Irl .



November 24, 1992

Ms. Teresa H. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commiission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Ms. Hennessy:

We are in receipt of your letter dated November 12, 1992 advising
me of a complaint received against the article placed in the
St.Louis Post-Dispatch on October 11, 1992.

I have talked to Ms. Joi L. Roberson to explain the situation, and
she requested that I respond to the complaint from Ms. Elaine
Middendorf in writing which I am doing here.

I feel
reasons:

this complaint should be dismissed for the following

1) As a private individual, I have the First
Amendment guaranteeing me the right to express
my opinions freely.

2) This article was not paid for by any political
machinery -- but rather, out of my own
personal funds.

3) My means of doing this is through the medium
of *The Idea Center' which is my contribution
as a citizen to fulfill my obligation to the
country. 'The Idea Center" is located at my
business address and produces a publication
called "America and the Future' which goes to
Congressmen, Senators, the White House, etc.
and deals with foreign policy, domestic
issues, etc., and has been entered into the
Library of Congress.

4) This article was not involved in any way with
any of the election committees for any of the
political candidates -- presidential or
otherwise.

5) I travel throughout the world. I visit our
U.S. embassies, interview ambassadors and keep
knowledgeable about foreign policy and
government in general, and have developed
significant correspondence with elected
officials and policy makers under 'The Idea
Center" name. Their correspondence has always
reached me with this name and zip code.

11100 LINPAGE PLACE N ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 63132
(314) 423-9777

* TOLL FREE 1-800325-823
FAX: (314) 42304M0

k1jo. 34k!; OMM



Page #2
Ms. Teresa H. He2q sy
November 24, 199 2

6) However, I have never run an advertisementwith a political message until the first
presidential debate in St.Louis. I felt
strongly that the message I prepared was an
important and necessary one to preserve our
basic American freedoms and arranged to run
same in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch,

7) "The Idea Center" and "American and the
Future" are both registered and trademarked by
the U.S. Government as official names of our
organization and our publicity.

8 The complainant, Elaine Middendorf, had no
difficulty establishing who wrote the article
when she called the St. Louis Post-Dis~atch.
There was no attempt to hide or mask our
identity.

9) Since this was my first political ad, I was
Dunaware of any legal requirement. However, Iboldly named our organization and the city of

St.Louis, MO and zip code, 63132.

10) If this article required the "Political
message paid for by...', why didn't the
St.Louis Post-Dispatch advise me of this
requirement.? We worked closely with them to
meet their deadline, and they had ample
opportunity to review the material and decide
if it required any further modification before
printing. I would have been glad to add the
required verbiage had I been notified of such.

c Based on the above information, I respectfully submit that thecomplaint be dismissed.

I look forward to receiving your decision at the earliest
opportunity.

Very tr y yours,-

-Paul Flum
President

cc: Joi L. Roberson



MUR # 37/1

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.
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TEE READERIt S REFERRED TO ADDIT[ICIAL ICRtOFILN LOC&Y

FOR THE FOLLOWING DOCUREUSWNTS PE[RTINIUT TO TH11S CASE

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated

September 22, 1992. Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commision, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforceent Priority System.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

3. Certification of Comission vote, dated April 28S. 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1621-22.

4. General Counsel's Report, In the 1latter of U= fog ...
Priority, dated December 3, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1623-1740.

5. Certification of coeelsson vote, dated 5Iwtdt1L*.

See Reel 354, pages 1741-1746.



Nat8ion NI. hint, A~dminstratorta~te of Nissouri
Campaign Finance Rleview Boar•d
P.O. lox 1254
Jefferson City. NO 65102

RE: SUE 3719

Dear 1Na. Sinnet:

this is in reference to the matter involving the Idea
Centr which your office referred to the Vederal 3lection
C. iiion on Decaiber 1, 1992.

+ rOmitet 7 the circu nce of tiht*

. ... to e.ciys..it

~t pe 4~eeni w~ti~s~ l~eas e oa. ~ Nohlens

General Counsel

BY: Lois G . Ley6er
Associate General Counsel

Attachment
Narr at ive

Date the Commission voted to close the file: _________

• +. + +i: • !#+.-i++!! ., + +



~Center

Yh. Rissouri Campaign Finance Review Board referred a
complaint from Paul Brown. As in NUR 3665. the complaint
alleged that in 1992 the Idea Center ran an ad supporting
Clinton/Gore that lacked a proper disclaimer. The complaint did
not specify the extent of distribution of the ad. Additionally,
it appears that the Idea Center also may have failed to register
and report with the Commission. The respondent stated that his
personal funds paid for the ad although he used the Idea Center,
located at his business address, as the 'medium" for the ad.

This matter has little or no impact on the process,
involves no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission, and involves no substantial
amounts of money. Additionally, there is no indication of
serious intent by the respondents to violate the PICA.
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The Idea Centerc/o Pau Plu Ideas, Inc.
11100 Linpag. Place
St. Lois,;NO 63132

33: RUB 3719

Dear Sirs:

On December 9, 1992. the Federal Kiection Comnissionnotified you of a complaint alleging certain violations+ of theF ederal Ultiob Capga Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of
the celtt ws enclosed with that notification.

A•U -~ei th lste. f M t r

1Ved.

If you hwv any yeoetioos, please contact me at (202)219-3400.

Sincerely,

Attachment
Narrative

Date the COmission voted to close the file: DC9 Ogm'



'J Z~ea Center

The Missouri Campaign Finance rey Board reffoteG a
complaint from Paul Strn. As in RUl 3665, the complaiat
alleged that in 1992 the Idea Center ran an ad supporting
Clinton/Gore that lacked a proper disclaimer. The complaint did
not specify the extent of distribution of the ad. Additionally,
it appears that the Idea Center also may have failed to register
and report with the Commission. The respondent stated that his
personal funds paid for the ad although he used the Idea Center,
located at his business address, as the "medium" for the ad.

This matter has little or no impact on the process,
involves no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission, and involves no substantial
amounts of money. Additionally, there is no indication of
serious intent by the respondents to violate the PECk.



COMMISSOK

Paul N. Srovn12311 Conwy Road
St. faoUis, NO 631L41

RI: RN 3719

Dear Mr. Errata:

COb Deeto 1. 1992, the Federal Ilectione omssionreceived yost eom1aint alleing certain violatiea of the
Psieval a1. oi. ,Ce.4ln Act of 1971, aseie (the; llt*).

SIne Iiiy

AttaaebnatWatrative

Date the Cmlision voted to close the file: ____________

.... : : ! :.7',: ' ,." i "' " '
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i, " h. 14..l Center

i The Missouri Campaign Finance lewiew Board roeerrd acomplaint from Paul brtm. As in Mtra 36S, the complainat
alleged that in 1992 the Idea Center ran an ad supporting
Clinton/Gore that lacked a proper disclaimer. The €oinplaint didnot specify the extent of distribution of the ad .&dditilonally,
it appears that the Idea Center also may have failed to register
and report with the Comission. The respondent stated that hispersonal funds paid for the ad although he used the Idea Center,located at his business address, as the "mediuu" for the ad.

This matter has little or no impact on the process,
involves no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission, and involves no substantial
amounts of money. Additionally, there is no indication of
serious intent by the respondents to violate the PICA.
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