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30 October 1992

General Counsel
Federal Elections Commission 0
999 E Stree NW
Washington, DC 20463

Dear General Counsel:

My name is Stephen A. Chessin. I am a registered voter in the city of Mountain View, Califor-
nia. which is contained in the California 14th Congressional District.

I wish to file a complaint against Jim Warren, Judy Eaton. and others, and the Peninsula Citizens'
Advocate, if such be a legitimate business. The address I have for these people is 345 Swett
Road. Kings Mountain, CA 94062.

My complaint is that these people are making independent expenditures and soliciting contribu-
tions in the 14th Congressional District race, without having registered as a political committee
and without filing the necessary reports. I have been told by one of your analysts that this would

'0 be a violation of sections 1 I CFR 100.5 (pertaining to political committee registration), and 11
CFR 109 (pertaining to independent expenditures and the reporting thereof). Tere may be viola-
tions of other regulations as well.

0% Enclosed is a photocopy, at 83% reduction, of an 8-page "newspaper" I received on 27 Octoe
1992. It is titled Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, 345 Swett Road, Kings Mountain, CA 94062,
with a fax number of 415-851-2814, and lists Jim Warrn as "Editor and Political Iritant", with

C) an electronic mailing address of jwarra~welsfcaus. Mr. Waren's phone number is listed on
both pages 2 and 6 as 415-851-7075.

NYou'll note that at the bottom of page 1 is a box that says "Paid for by Judy Eason, Jim Warren

C__ and everyone else who's willing to support independent, verifiable, candid information about
govenmnt." On page 6 is a quarter-page solicitation of funds, and a box claiming that the

PO was mailed to over 50,000 househokls, at a cost of over $9,550. No where is an indication that
the mailing was done by a legitimate political committee.

Over half of the piece is devoted to opposing the candidacy of Anna Eshoo, candidate in the 14th
CD. Page 2 contains an "article" in support of Tom Huening, another candidate in the 14th CD,
along with a disclaimer that Mr. Huening had no prior knowledge of the mailing. Anodmx state-
ment of support for Mr. Huening appears on page 7.

The piece also concerns itself with a local race for a seat on the San Mateo County Board of
Supervisors. On page 4 is an "article" supporting Ruben Barrales, and another one opposing
Bill Stangel, and there is a statement of support for Ruben Barrales on page 7. While I realize the
Federal Elections Commission does not concern itself with local races, I wanted to bring to your
attention that this mailer concerns both local and Federal races.

While this mailing has the appearance of a newspaper. even claiming to be Issue Number 5 of the
Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, I could find no such business listed in San Mateo County. This
appears to be the personal publication of Mr. Warren and others, and while they have the right to
publish whatever they want, when they enter the realm of Congressional campaigns they must
comply with the laws.
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I would ikW the daffl EIdinM Cam-islon to hs mer, determine if tam has
been a violatio oa my applicable remlWom adm i if so. tak ae action aaut Jmn War-
ren. Jody Em, ad/o any ahen who may have violated the law in co mecina with the produc-
tion and distrib t on of this political huxmm
I swear that the forgoing is ue to the best of my belief. I bave sworn to this, and have signed
this, in the presence of a notary.

Sincerely,

S hen A. Chesin

Enc.

0ACKNOWLMDGMEN

State of California
County of Santa Clara }

%0
N On this 30th day ofOctobar, 1992, befor me Magru f nimk ry a Notary Public, Sme of Calfor-

m6na, duly c miicmm and swax, peamuil~y appiued ftiben Alan Chemin pa iy known
to me or proved to be the pemo wos nine is ucribed to witin instmnt iand acknowi-

od edp to me that he ezecoad *rne.

C IN WITNS WHEREOF I have hmi to so my hand md affixed my offica l in de County
of Santa Claa that day and yew in Wei ort ili &ua above writm

MyCom sion e: A 22, 1994
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

A SHICTO% W( 204fl

November 6, 1992

Stephen A. Chessin
201 Flynn Avenue #7
Mountain View, California 94043

RE: MUR 3692

Dear Mr. Chessin:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 4, 1992, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by The
Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, Jim Warren and Judy Eaton. The
respondents will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Comission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original

Ok. complaint, we have numbered this matter MUR 3692. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence. For your

O%. information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

4 IC L t

Anne Weissenborn
Acting Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

W SHIN(C TO%, D ( 2'4I-U

November 6, 1992

Jim Warren
The Peninsula Citizens' Advocate
345 Swett Road
Kings Mountain, Ca 94062

RE: MUR 3692

Dear Mr. Warren:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint whichindicates that the Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, Judy Eaton andyou may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,co as amended ("the Act*). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.We have numbered this matter MUR 3692. Please refer to this
number in all future correspondence.

'C Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate inwriting that no action should be taken against the Peninsula
Citizens' Advocate, Judy Eaton and you in this matter. Please

0O1 submit any factual or legal materials which you believe arerelevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Whereappropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel'sCOffice, must be submitted within 1S days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in thismatter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive anynotifications and other communications from the Commission.



Jim Warren
The Peninsula Citizens' Advocate
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Jeffrey Long, thestaff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3690. Foryour information, we have enclosed a brief description of theCommission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Anne Weissenborn
Acting Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

(Nj

O b
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Jim Warr - -Editor & --li--er %I if I ,,d&, -i-(5 7
3S Sweft Road, Woodde CA 94 cM (4156-7610
eai: jwMIaSnwU .f.ca.u. h (413 1-2814

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1992

rQ

General Counsel's Office re: MUR 3692, Jeffery Long?
Federal Election Commission
[900 "E" Street NW ??]
Washington DC 20463

Dear General Counsel,
This provides a timely response to your letter, signed by Anne Weissenborn and

dated Nov. 6,1992, (Friday) and received Nov. 12th (the day after Veteran's Day).

C) It appears that someone is displeasd with the editorial bias of our newspaper and
hqpes to use your good offices to dratex or dekt its publication. Functionally, is
se~ns like his complaint asks that yo regulate newspapers and require disclosue of
their subscribers. I find this hard to believe - e v in the case of community advocacy
publications - at least those that do NOT foms fedely p al eklns - such as
our Peninsula Citizens'A.mate

01. Nonethees, we utvwq&i suprt fbi n-i -- 1 .ale -fid didur twmwuus of the
Federal Electioxnueiu .d wl has" sorummu F I- If -he i P&d spedfies

0% that they apply to aduecacy mda

CD I appreciate the "opportunity to dmitmstrate ft wdrti that no action should be taken"
,%" against us or our n in the rvee matter. At this time, I do not wish to be

represented by cousel in this matter, but wish to mmerve the right to do so at a later
date if I believe such expense is needed.

r)
Questions? Since you have neither asked quesamo nor dted sections of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 that aply to ewspp , I am a bit at a loss as to how
to respond, but will outline soene facts that may be applicaW However -
&amest: If you have explicit questions, please pose them and we will seek to provide a
prompt and full respXse.
Request: If your office - as opposed to the comp t - feels that we may have violated
the Act, it would be very helpful in resolving this complaint if you could cite specific
code sections, and if possible, forward copies of those sections. [I assume that you are
not obligated to provide such copies; I'm just asking that we work together towards
prompt resolution, rather than as adversaries - I would hope that the adversarial
approach would be our last resort; not our first approach.]

Here are some possibly-applicable facts, with evidence enclosed:

The Peninsula Citizen's Advocate [PCA] is a newspaper. I founded it over eight years
ago, in the spring of 1984. Its focus has always been community advocacy and local
government. Our October, 1992, issue was only 8 aes =f the % we have published.
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In defining a "newspaper," one might note that PCA is closely comparable to the
colonial newspapers that existed when our nation's founders drafted and adopted the
U.S. Constitution and its Bill of Rights - notably including the First Amendment.

What's a newspaper? Applicable history: The Office of Technology Assessment has
accurately noted that, "The Colonial press was characterized by irregular appearance,
pseudonymous invective, and a boisterous lack of respect for any form of government"
(Science, Technology and the First Amendment, special report to Congress, OTA-CIT-369,
January, 1988; page 8).

The colonial press' overtly-biased news reporting and political advocacy continued
throughout the 19th Century and into the first part of the 20th Century. Newspaper
articles changed to "objective" style only after the newly-formed Associated Press wire
services needed to make their articles palatable to the wild range of editorial preferences
among the AP's member newspapers. It was only then that there began even a pretense
of "objective" reporting. Even now, the editorial bias in many of the nation's leading
newspapers is clearly identifiable in the selection and phrasing of their articles.

Must newspapers critical of government practices register with the FEC? Other
-- examples of advocacy newspapers that were highly critical of government policies

and/or their leadership were widespread in this century around World War I and again
in the anti-war "alternative" press of the '60s and early '70s.

,NO Would the '60s virulently anti-Johnson, anti-Nixon alternative press have had to register
with the FEC? And, please note that only a tiny fraction of our content has concerned
anything except local community and l government issues.

a.
PCA is just one of numerous community and professional publications I founded.

0% In 1962, I founded, edited and published the [irregular] ADCTM Newsletter for the
CDAlamo District (South Texas] Council of Teachers of Teachers of Mathematics. In the

late '60s, I founded, edited and published [irregularly] The Free You for the
Midpeninsula Free University. Some of it was virulently political; it was, nonetheless,
viewed as a [nonperiodic] periodical. In 1976, 1 was the founding editor [monthly) of Dr.
Dobb's Journal for a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and remained its editor for several
years. It still exists, now published by M&T Publications in Redwood City, CA.

In 1977, 1 founded and edited the [irregular] Silicon Gulch Gazette - focused on
California's "Silicon Valley." It was published by the Computer Faire, a corporation
which I co-founded and later owned in its entirety - until selling it in 1983.

Notably, I kept the SGG and have published it [irregularly] since then - a total of 43
issues since founding it in 1977.

In late 1978, 1 founded and published, as sole proprietor, a [biweekly] newspaper
that I sold later (InfoWorld). I retained an income interest in it for several years. It still
exists and is internationally known, published in San Mateo, CA.

In 1982, 1 founded and was publisher of (sole proprietorship) of DataCast [irregular]
magazine which I shut down after less than two years; not financially viable.

PCA began in 1984. A year after selling the Computer Faire and closing down DataCast,
in the Spring of 1984, 1 founded and directed the [irregular] Peninsula Citizens' Advoate
- responding to community communications needs and the total absence of a
newspaper serving the non-urban interests of the mid- San Francisco Peninsula.

PCA has been an irregular newspaper. Like the colonial press and most of my
numerous other sometimes-successful publishing ventures, PCA has been irregular. I



have enclosed copies of all issues, including the most recent one - the issue that had
some editorial content that u et your complainant.

The first issue was in uIL 1984 8 pages. The second one did not appear until
October, 1984, 32 pages. The third one was in November, 1984, 16 pages.

PCA has focused on community issues and local government; not elections. Most
content of most issues has exclusively concerned ocal community issues and local
government policies. Most articles had nothing to do with any elections; fewer still
pertained to federal elections. The fourth issue was May, 1986, 32 pages. Again, it
focused on local Peninsula community and governmental issues - again having nothinz
to do with federal elections.

The complaint concerned our most recent issue, October, 1992, but it was only 8 pages
of the 96 we have published - less than 9% of our total pages. And even that 8.3%
included non-election-related articles about:
* Lazy media and advocacy press [no election content], page 1,
* Historical observations relative to inflation [no election content], page 1,
* Project Vote Smart [nonpartisan informational hot-line], page 1,
• Local government policies on affordable housing and a candidate's position, page 2,
* Huge increases in all County Supervisors' salaries and perqs, including a candidate,
• County Controller's nepotism charge against County Manager and a candidate,

NO Questionable County Counsel disclosures [strictly county issue],
4 Advocacy regarding County Supervisor candidates [strictly county issue], page 4,
• Advocacy of electing County Supervisors by district [strictly county issue], page 4,

011. Waste of time and resources at Board of Supervisors' meetings [s.c.i.], page 5,
* Gun control tidbits mentioning both federal candidate's matching positions, pag 5,

O • Solicitation of "subscriber / supporter"s to "encourage you to continue," page 6,
0* Half page of want ads (no conceivable relationship to politics], page 6,

* Listing of some "Topics that interest us," [not election issues], page 7 and
* Three articles about Navy coverups, threats and killing of innocent parties, page 8.

PCA should not fall under FEC reporting requirements:
1. Although irregular and biased, it is a newspaper in the best early American

tradition of that word.
2. Its focus has always been on local community issues and local goverment

policies - including the most recent issue, number 5. It's focus has not been on federal
elections.

3. Issue 5 was the only one that even mentioned federal candidates, and the entire
issue represents only 83% of the Advocate's content.

4. In that 83%, significant parts of it had nothing to do with any federal candidate.

The next issue is planned for early 1993. 1 have hopes - depending on
subscribers/supporters - of producing the next issue in early 1993. If by nothing else
than its timing, it obviously cannot be intended to impact federal elections.

Early start-up attempts were unsuccessful, but publishing climate changed radically.
Please note that most of my numerous publishing ventures were unsuccessful, or at
least not lasting - but several others were very successful and continue today - so I keep
trying. (Entrepreneurs consider one success in 5-to-lO good odds.)

After the first three issues of PCA, it became obvious that - in 1984 - there was not
adequate community financial support for an ongoing, non-urban, community-
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advocate newspaper. The singular attempt in 1986, focusing on the same issues and
audience, met with similar results - strong support among a non-urban minority, but
still insufficient to financially maintain ongoing publication.

1992 appears to be a better climate for an advocacy newspaper start-up.
1. Increased citizen concerns: Citizens appear to have finally awakened to their

need to remain attentive to the local, state and national government.
2. Displeasure with local paper opens opportunity: An increasing number of

Peninsula residents appear to be seriously - sometimes furiously - displeased with the
pro-bureaucracy bias of the Midpeninsula's largest daily, the Peninsula Times Tribune.
This is notably illustrated by their free-falling circulation figures. Once a proudly
independent - and opinionated - local daily, PTT lost about half of its circulation in the
last decade. This occurred after its purchase by a national conglomerate that
pablumized its reporting. PTT circulation plummeted in spite of the area growing in
population and being one of the highest-educated areas in the nation.

3. Pending failure of local paper enhances opportunity:. Months before I decided to
again try publishing the PCA, the Times Tribune made several huge staff cutbacks and
finally announced that it was up for sale to anyone on Nov. 2nd. [see enclosed PTT
article] It was unsurprising to those of us familiar with the Peninsula newspaper scene.

Vigilant reporting was a hallmark of the Times Trib in its scsful years before 1980. 1 seek
to do the same with the Peninsula Citizens' Advocate. As a start-up with limited resources, we
can cover only the most provocative topics. In October, almost all newspapers were focused on
election-related issues. And, almost all newspapers made election recommendations; man
demonstrated extensive pglitical bias in their reporting.
PCA's principals are clearly identified. Unlike the colonial press - that feared arrest
and/or governmental repression, and thus needed to use pseudonymous publication - I
have dearly identified myself as its principal in every issue of PCA. I believed then, and
believe now, that advocates should be identifiable - and PCA is as much of an advocacy

Nnewspaper as were the colonial and 19th Century newspapers [overtly], and as are
many current newspapers [usually covertly].

C Since Issue 5 was partially underwritten by Judy Eaton, I also overtly listed her
along with me as funding the continuation of /CA.

There is clearly no intent to avoid disclosing principals, although I know of go such
disclosure laws that apply to newspapers (unless they seek 2nd Class postal a cation).

Like most newspapers, PCA seeks subscribers/supporters/advertisers, Your
complainant seemed upset that we would solicit subscriptions and support.

Like most community weeklies, we would like to have subscribers, but do not
require them. Like most weeklies, if we succeed, it will be underwritten by a
combination of subscribers, plus supporters who see the value to the community of
having a communications medium, plus paying advertisers.

Like every one of the numerous publications I have started in the past thirty years,
the initial issues have had little or no advertising. One earns a reputation, then one earns
advertisers.

Disclose funding? Issue 5 explicitly, blatantly and prominently listed the two - and
the only two - sources of its funding (as of typesetting of the issue): Judy Eaton and me.
Of course, after publication, we received some number of checks from people who
would like to see us continue - as has happened after virtually every issue of every
publication I have ever created.



Most content of most issues of PCA have had nothing to do with any national
election. As you can see by examining the enclosed, most of the PCA s to date have
focused on Peninsula community andgovernment issues. A majority of their content
did not focus on any elections. "Topics that interest us," on page 7 of issue 5 indicates
some of the next issues we hope to research and publicize - none concern [far distant)
federal elections.

An advocacy newspaper may raise Questions re FEC renortirtm mgn
1. Do FEC regulations apply to the editorial content of newspapers? If so, under

what circumstances? Citations to applicable code or common law would be greatly
appreciated.

2. If you question whether PCA is a newspaper, please provide your legal d efinition
of a newspaper in order that we may agree or seek to challenge the definition.

3. If we are required to file some reports with the FEC, please specify why other
newspapers that carried extensive biased editorial and biased "news" reporting about
federal candidates are [presumably] not required to file the same reports.

I'm sure I could find a number of our subscribers who would be happy to file a
complaint about the Peninsula Times Tribune's extensive biased reporting on the
Huening-Eshoo race - about which PCA also reported, but biased in the opposite
direction. Their bias was so extensive that, at one point, their Associate Publisher, Jerry
Fuchs, publicly chastised his own news department about it in his regular column in
their own paper!

What FEC rules would apply to PCA that would not apply to PTT and why?
4. If we are required to report expenditures for PCA, -ha, spify what M of

Oour 1984-1992 expenditures should be reported to the FEC versus what portion is not
reportable, since the vast majority of our newspaper's content has had no relationship to
any federal election.

C 5. Similarly, if we are required to orpt only for Issue #5,Rlease U what
portion is to be repMrted to the FEC versus what portion is no table due to the

-- ignifikant Issue 5 content that did not concern federal elections. bulleted above.
6. Since FEC reporting requirements are triggered by income, expenditure or source-

C' amount thresholds, please specify answers to the same apportionment questions - both
concerning our 1984-1992 total earnings and expenditures, and our eamings or expenes
for Issue #5, alone, recognizing that each issue covered numerous non-election topic

(>, 7. If we are required to report subscriptions/support received to encourage -
continued publication, please specify answers to the same apportionment questions.

I am not trying to cause trouble, but - since I contend that our newspaper has no FEC
reporting requirements, at all - I do need explicit instructions as to how to ao.tion
expenditures and income, if you require our newspaper to report such things to the FEC.

If our newspaper is required to report, are all advocacy media also required to report?
E.g., Must Rush Limbaugh (conservative) or, say, Jay Lenno (liberal) file FEC reports for
the portions of their show's presentations that overtly advocated or derided a federal
candidate?

If print media must report to the FEC. then surely broadcast media must also report.
Limbaugh was blatantly biased. Is he required to report his income and expenses -

at least for the portion of his shows in which he advocated for or against federal
candidates? Is he required to report income from sales of his biased book? Must he list
the names of those who purchase his book, or [presumably] send financial support to
him?
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Is Limbaugh required to report receipts from his advertisers - some of whom
unquestionably contribute to support his federal political and election advocacy?

It is our contention that PCA is a newspaper [irreglarlyl publishing i- normti and
opinion concerning a broad range of issues - the vast majority of it concmad wit

lol community issues or lcal government Vracs. As such, I believe that we have
no greater Federal Election Campaign Act reporting requirements than do all other
print and broadcast commentators and media that address federal political issues and
personalities in only a MINORITY part of their total coverage or content.

I know of no such FEC reporting requirements that apply to print publishers or
broadcasters, nor to their columnists or commentators.

Nonetheless, I will cooperate fully with the FEC, assuming we will receive equal
treatment to other/similar advocacy media. But, since any reporting that you might
require would already be contrary to my understanding of media reporting
obligations- I will need specific instructions on the seven points outlined several
sections earlier, if you require reports from us.

tf) As stated earlier, I will respond promptly upon receiving any instructions that you
forward. Note: I expect to be on a trip to Oregon and Washington State from about Nov.
24th through mid-December. If requests arrive from you in that period, I will be able to
respond well before the end of December.

J ,Editor & isherC V/mac

enclosures: PCA#1, PCA# A#3, PCA#4, PCA#5, Times Tribune sale article

C
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PTines Tribune put up for sale by Tribune Co.
1•A " Times Tribune Publisher ne Tribune Co currently gies." Madigan said. "We be- Weekly. Millbrae Sun Lead-and CE Ral u oertEWood- o~ns five other daly news- ieve a new owner with er, Hllsborough/Bur!l-

The Tribune Co. bought papers including the Chica- different objectives may find game Boutique and Villager

h r-un Timm T - the six-davs-a- week Palo Alto go Tribune It also owns the that the Times Tribune pre- and San Carlos/Belmont En-

bue and nine communty Timesand Redwood City Tn Orlando Sentinel, Fort Lau- sents an opportunity for quirer-Bulletin.

wekly newspapers Wes put bune in 1978 and merged derdalt, Sun Sentinel. the them." Also included in the sale

up for sale today by heir them into the Peninsula Dihly Press of Newport Included in the sale will be will be the Times Tribune's

owner, the Tribune Co. of Times Tribune Originally N, ., Va and the Tunes Ad the Tunes Tribune anditsas- headquarters in downtown

ar aflernoon only paper, the ,atv F(scondido. sets and the following com. Palo Alto and California Ser.

The announcement was ne Peninsula Times T "With the cnation of the muntiy weeklies: Ls Altos vices, an inserting and print-

bie this mornCog by Ti- bune became an afternoon Tribune Newspaper Co. in Town Crier, Valley Journal. ing company in Fremont.

bd,, Nent p o.ePres. - paper Monday through Fi i~. we want to concentrate Cupertino Courier. Moun- The Times Tribune is locat-

dent Jnd CW aig ndXute O day and a morning paper on ur rsources on newspa- tam View Town Crier. Fos-

ferJohn W. Maja and we'kends ...... h., .. r, ......... .. rt , p, .... = =t Peae see SALE A-IC

I

SALE/
Tribune Co. selling
Times Tribune
CONTINUED FROAA A-I

ed on one square block bordered
by Lytton and Everett avenues
and Emerson and RamUna
streets

Wood, who has been publisher
for the past two years, added.
"My goal is to make the transi-
tion to new ownership as
smooth as possible. We will con-
tinue to give our customer ex-
cellent service and a topquslty
newspaper."

Wood informed the Tmes Tr.
bune employees during a meet.

ing this morning

969Z66 0Jt U0 E6
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"4:
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Red Tag Rampage?
by Jan Sutter

Building Lrispec:trs seem to b L. , S, , ' r'N tm I : \ a:'C..,vh, n.'ar.r 5in record numbers. B.t exactly hu. a .r.--,. ,.*s. '' ar, .. " ss e t is i.;.
determine.

At a Skyline-area community ,-eet:..; a -.- r 3 :t .- :v . :aK.*e 5p'1r r-T r!-..-
that approix'matelI 27^ red tags and 5,D'. bm.;.. -r-.1:s -were ;- e. . :1.e r " a v.ar.
Environmental Ma.nalepment Director P.4_. r -,.. r ' " : tr .,i: the S.e
meeting.

Yet, two month later, a
PeninsuJa Times Triba.ne article
by Steve Taylor %.;ited Chief
Buidi zg Officit: Pat.. Schmidt
as saying that, 'on tne average,
county building inspe icrs issue
!0 stop work orders a week.'
This is more than 1,00. a year -
- nearly four times more than
the figures given by Koenig and
Speier. Schmidt's 5B.aldng In-
spection Department is directly
responsible for sumr.g red tags.

011 Koenig is Schmidt's direct s-
perior.

It is worthwhile to note
that the County's Building De-
partment typically isnes red

(N tap only In the unincorporated
portions o! the County. This
aea had 12,870 l9 o70 mmsan- .-' , tra z -eVb.u

CN County has its own separate
building inspection department.

The question is, we an
unreasonable number of red
tap being isued m San Mateo

C' County? The Advocate re-
searcbd this point:

Althoug the City rd
County of San Francisco lsued
about IZ,000 building permits
lat yea, red tags amounted to
only about Z% of that - -

round 240. This was according
to Chief Inspector Don Lim. San
Francisco has about 96,000
homeowners according to their
Asessor's office.

In Santa Clara County'S
ate areas, "ildOfii om Shib r ore 11

only sbout 100 red tap
and approximately Z,000 build-
lig permits in 1983. These areas
have 15,000-ZO,00 homeown-
ers.

Santa Cruz County's Chief
Building Official Bacigalupi said
approximately 2,700 building
permits were issued last year.
After sorting through their red
tap, they reported citing only
144 new violations for all of
1933, even though Santa Crux
County has a much larger snun-
corpeorated area than that of
San Mateo County. Santa Cruz's
unincorporated area covers
about Zt,000 homeowners.

For a comparison within
San Mateo County, the City of
Redwood City was contacted.
Senior Inspector John Latora
reported 1,044 permits issued
last fiscal year, and stated thay
bed red tagg '10 of ZO sites.
Redwood City listed 11,148
homeowners in 1980. More cur-
rent figures were not available.

': COUNTY of SANMATEO
" ' IN INSPECTION DiON

"W AWILON STREET, REDWOOD CITY, CA 0
,i TELEPHONE. 363.4W1

Igo on .. I 
-Dm UO. - _u

Above is a 'red-tag or Stop Work Notice isued by the
County of San Mate.. It derives Iu name from the pink copy
iualiy posted by the buildmg inspector as structures believed to
have work doe contrary to the Provisions of the bailsh oes.
Once a red-tag in received, all work should stop tintil athorizd
by the Counsty.

San Mateo County 271% to 1114% Worse than Others

)urisdict ion* h'woeowers red tags percentaige

San Mnteo Crary 12,87 (in 3/q3) 250-1,0004' 1.9% - 7.8%
Raesiad City 11,148 (in 1* O) 10-20 n.1% - 0.2
San Francisco 96, n0 240 0.21
Santa Clara Cbunty 15,000-20, 'C 100 0.7 - 0.5%
Santa CTrZ County 21,000 144 0.7%
* county figures are only for unin-orporated areas

Who would have thougbt San Mateo Coumty had s many criminals?

Are Building
Inspectors
Deputized? %

Just lake a small ohce
force, San Mateo Cou11y Cild-
ing inspectors wear badge. Not
only do they wear badge, Chief
Buildmng Official Paul Schmidt
once stated that the were
de.putized. Said Schmlt in a
June, 1983, community meet-
ing, *Every city and county in
the United States that adopts
the Ur.,f rm Building Code.
their building inspectors are
deputized. Every one.'

Hcs.iver, responses to
Advocate q-r:es of all netgn-
boring cuunties contradict
Schmidt's statement. All other
countys reported that their
building inspectors were not
de tized. Nor do they wear
b€dges. They simply carry iden-
tification cards.

fact, several senior
Inspectors and chief building
officials of other counties were
amused at the motion of depu-
tizing inspectoms. Otbers ex-
pressed surprise that such a
question was even being asked.

Counties cmtacted in-
clude Santa Crux, Sata Cl a.
San FranciscoImutemy, Con-
tra Cas11ts, 5&M4, 10P* 604
Alamda.

Schmidt's 11S3 stateamt
was made at a pWWC ie0bg is
Skline's ns Mmtain ei.

emeeting w s ead by
residents, irate Ove whet may
described as eemve ad
abusive practices by the Cesan-
ty's building inspOCtor1. C11 of
the audience, whe bad hoad
that inspectors we depssed,
asked why. Schmidt's 1sepunSe

was, 'because they bern cita-
tiom.' When ads bow many
other counties bo deptI-ed
their inspectors, Schmidt made
his comment that most mpsec-
tors were deputied.

More recently hobever, in
a telephone interview with the
Advocate, Schm fltY deie
ever making such a statement,
saying, '1 have never Vefered
to them (building ispectors) as
deputized.'

Appaetly, San Maten
Cily bulding I w
not, ini fact, &= = = ewthe questinn rem - wby do
SuC building mcem wear
b es wbe evms y othm cmity
finsa simpI d Mi-
darnt? 

I
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San Mat -;unv fined a
resident more tnan il.0 fr
placing five flood lamps on two
trees outsde h:s home. Bud
Turn, owner of Tighe Truckin
of Sa. Francisco, .ud install:l
the safety lights outside of hi%
coastsid. residence.

T.he ights were orig:naiv7
insta2a-:d by Turri, who wire,
them -. a standard fashirn.
However, he neglectd to o')-
tain the required $1 permit.
eid a passing building inspector
spotted the lamps and cited
him.

Taking time off from his
business, Turri went to apply
for the permit it the County's
building inspection Department.
He was then told that no permit
cold %Me lasesed umtil he provi-
ded a full set of bulidi g plans
for the already installed tree

Takg more time off.
Tur i retrned home, drew up
-mi and once more presented
W If to the inspector's of-
fice. This time, he was told that
his plaiia for five lights on two
trws were not detailed enough.
For example, they lacked the
dimensions and distance be-
tween the trees and the project-
ed sag of the line towards thegroud-

Perhaps the most common
question asked about building
inspectors is: Where do they get
the right to come onto your
property? Below is the com-
plete section on Right of Entry
from the Uniform Building Code
198Z edition. It appears in
chapter Z, page Z&:

Right of Entry. Whenever
necesnary to make an inspection
to enforce any of the provisions
nf this code, or whenever the
buildinR official or his author-
ized representative has reasona-
ble cause to believe that there
emists in any building or upon
any Premises any condition or
code violettion which mak-s
such building or premises un-
safe, dangerous or hazardous,
the buiWing official or his
authorized representative may
.enter such building or premises
at all reasornable times to in-
spect the same or to perform
any duty imposed upon the
building official by this cod-,
provided that if such building or
premises be occupied, he shal

7 .ri ;-'nt back and ol-
a -,-,! the !:mensions. ,ie re-

dr- tne p;ans once again. A
"hr. toim he approached the

S?.' ,V.

" n t:hs occasion he reprt-
eS. :-al Inpsector Jerry Cleven-
,r t,'8 him tersely that uw,-r
- ":r't antes would the
cun~y issue a permit for lights
or a redwood tree. However
some-ne else in the office.
sensing a potentially explosive
situation, nudged Clevenger
aside and proceeded to issue the
permit. The cost for the five
ignts came to over S130, in-

cliuding a penalty ten-times the
permit fee.

Y e a I get e far
bowing strung a c1em o lts

" w trs?e he M~bi is
if t es a,

ft ta lem downF.'
You cant do tb," Ttorl

was told by ClevWler. OTo
remove the alits, w 7M bu
to got a $S demolition psmi"t.0

At that point, Turf ve
up. He paid the fees ad fine,
and kept his liphts with minor
modifications, icwhdiag chaMr
ing from white wire to black
wire.

first present proper credentials
and request entrr, and if such
building or premises he unoccu-
pied, he shall first make a
reasonable effort to locate the
owner or other person* having
charge or control of the build-
ing or premises and request
entry. If such entry is refused,
the building official or his
authorized representative shall
have rereourse to every remre-dy
provided by law to secure entry.

When the building official
-ur his authorized represenative
shall have first obtained a
proper inspection warrant or
ether remedy provided by law
to secure entry, no owner or
occupant or any other persons
having charge, care or control
of any building premises shall
fail or neglect, after proper
re qust is made as herein prows-
deal, to promptly permit entry
therein by the building official
or his authorized representative
for the purpose of inspection
and examination pursuant to
this code.

Fines for T[ ights

In another article, the
Advocate left open the hows of
ptrsuing lea action to remove
the common oblems faced by
many r"ents concerning the
policies the County bee pusused
against their homes and pre-
ferred commuit lifestyles.
T"here i a ition oionw
which legal action will imme-
diately recommended aid
initiated:

If there is ANY apparent
attempt to haram, intimidate or
otherwise epesrv those who awe
publicly activ in these efforts
at responsible citizen commumi-
cation, organization and action,
legal action will immediately be
filed against both the County

and the indivldll staff mem-
bern who appear to be repoesi-
We for such actiom.

Certaimly this Win include
efforts to helmt state and
feder l criml seedst for
civil 1-- vilti etc.

r= . akmpm i et-
prsso on mln yCstaff does net -~m
codes n pd leq it

Mhes at tae mm of a fee
sciety. ft dolda be ftle-

"Ahe ti*h ob U shm t is
dery m e y toCaiM-
foewa Meetyq ~ be

- PON"by
ay delaOMSK
each re w ~ ~ f
powar.

Pen,nsula (Citizens' Adwvate. Box 620616, Redwood City. CA 94062Pat 2
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S qycut R--- ble Coinunuity Actiom

Your donation to Peninsula Citizens' Action will help support
-ff-:tive ,,rtlanitatiun. communicatinn and actian designe4 to
eif'oura,,e VIsore rvsponsive and fair treat ment of residents of San
MAtoo ounty*% unincorporated communities. All donors will be
pl.1r,-,In the limilin list to receive futuro issue% of the Pqmlsaa
Citieus' Advocate.

rni -T~lg -

r:ty state ZIP
,ptional' phones -

s-d. lease fi.nd the fI:iowing donation: ) $10, which will
Lr,-.i r the Advocate's piulication and ulstribution

$- ,hwh wll provie fair sharing )f PCA's ep ense%
SW, t. si,z.:! :cantlv .upper, PCAs a( tivitis
$'19, th-at .s. I '100th of the 51:,OO0 maxi.n-ri building penalty

SS___ . to serve as a major donor to this important grassroots
cormunication and action

I simply can't afford to donate anything. but please place me on
the mailing list.

( ) I have a *horror story' about unreasonable County treatment.
Please call.

I I would like to volunteer to help with this community action.

P~case make checks payable to *Peninsula Citizens' Action,' and
mail to: Peninsula Citizens' Action, P.O.Box 6Z0616, Redwood
City, CA 94061

nil tUUelkllsUUUt in- PinttUtt eGeueuuanueuemteeww

Inspectors' Right of Entry

'The Penimla Clsesm' Advocale
a publication of

PM= Cisle Action
P. 0. box 620616

Redwood City, CA 9406Z

Director: Jim Warren 851-07S
Editor: Jan Sutter 851-?610

publication production by
Jeannie Ditter & Vondra Doherty
Graphic Designers, Millbrae, CA

This is the irregularly published communication am orasmisatiomal
tool of Peninsula Citizens' Action. PCA is an actio omp i ltialIy
founded to pursue redrem of msasonable and abuive practices
governmental agencies against citizens and commitie. It is
supported by voluntary donations. A subscription will he enteod
for each person donating 810 or more to Peninsla Citisams'
Action. Extra copies am available upon request.



Fear & Loathing in San Mateo County
FOen dd diUNNu of CP-

aplombeseit sms b" ammes
many oe ,deatad h#wameI
is I lted SamMumiY, 97, they feaZ am

Ott resident was enthu-
sisotically applauded at a com-
munity meeting after savsnt,
'People are afraid. People are
afraid and reluctant to come in
fn a (permit (,,r as minor
improvement when they think
their whole house might come
under scrutiny. I think we '.eed
a better sense of cooperation so
people are not afraid to go to
the Building Department, afraid
t:,at their whole life w.l be on
trial if they go in to rewire
•',e-r rage -r scm- j,

-

*The biggest difficu itY,.
said another resident,'is .ct

that a lot of pe-pe are trying
to avoid the B nldgng Depar-
tment (" the fecs Involved for
the permit. The difficulty is the"
tremendous months of harass-
went, paper shuffling, and
people shuflind that takes
place to try and get one item
done. By the time a person goes
through all the agonizing
months of embarrassment, i-
convenienc,, harassment. the.-
belligerent peope they meet t.'
the Department, they dor.t
,a.nt t: have anything to do
sith the Building Department.*

Alditionally, many rural
prop.erty owners have tod Ad-
vocat' repcrters !hat they have
beguin ,-ing and :ockinj their
gates - ah.:h had r..ancd
open i "rs -e .
fr'm fear cf prwling Count.

Dining Reviews
Stamesch R Great Omeletle

If you i* oielettes,
when yot'ir next looking for a
place to s for breakfast, try

side ageoach Restaur-
ant. They have half a dozen
differet omIelites, but the
really clasy, -n is the Do-It-
Yourself, wbr You tel 'ema the
five eets you want in
their tbre-e0 moaster.

You can choose from
avocado, tomatoes, olives,
onoes, spRMac suchini, mubs-
rooms, bell peppers, beef, ham,
bacon, enchilada sauce, sour
cream, crab, shrimp, marinsra
sauce, and jack, swis, ameri-
can, of cheddar cheeses. Prices
ran~ froa 4. to S6.50 for
the so>-t-Youse f.

They also have champagne
brnch, and the usual' d
unusual) collection of other
breakfast alternatives, as well
as full lunches and dinners.

Stagecoach is located at
106Z Woodsride Road. at the
west end of the shoppi center
across the street from Robert's
Market bintersectiom of Canada
Road ad Woodais Road; quick
access from Z.O). There is no
nonsmoking area. -JW

The Peninsula Citizens'
Advocate overtly and Iabash-
edly off@r public and communi-
ty advocacy, as well ah o ful-
ly interest w  news. ear
input and support is mncouraged.

An I , _ Usetmnmat
OverloUkg the Psimla

When you are next lookmg
for a first-clan eatery, consi-
der the Be" Vita on Skyline
outside of Woodside. It has
some of tshe bent continental
cuisine Ithat 8msesatl means
Frenc cookin In the Day area.
It also has a redwoods setting
that gaerally offers an out-
standing view ever all of the
cntral-Posisulis

The se vice im at least as
good an the food. Most of the
staff have been there for yewrs,
and are clely dedicated to

ovidsm responsie, efficient
s m a pleasant atmos-
phere. Mijo. the congenial
maitra d' and co-owne, is just
nominally amazing. He works
full-time as a rltor in the
daytime, " home and Jogs in
the later atenson - common-
ly .nina from Portola Valley
up to Sk ad back - then
showers a worbm until mid-
night or I AM at the "BV."

Attire ranges from blue
jeans and sprts sbhrts to fro-
fru formals, with a slight pre-
dominance of suits and ties.
There is a cocktail lounge area
with a large, cozy fireplace.
There are four food service
areas, three overlooking the
Bay. The fourth has another
fireplace and looks out to red-
woods and Skyline.

Prices match the quality
of the food and service. Bella
Vista is located on Skyline Blvd.
(Higihway 35) about three miles
south of Skyline's intersection
with the Belmoint/Half Moon
Day Hioway (Hi way 92);
closed Moeaye. Reservations
art hioly advisable; 415-851-
I ZZ9. --Jw

There, is also a oiig con-
sideration of the poeiblty of
expanding this Fsseroots com-
minicato effort to reach con-
carped residents in Santa Crux
and Santa Clars coumties.

County Violation Policy
by Jan Sutter

WUat is San Mateo Coun-
ty's offici policy towards
bulding inspection and viola-
tions in its unincorporated com-
mnities? Statments made by
County Supervisor Jackie Spe-
ier, and Paul Koenig, who beads
Environmental management,
last year at a Skyline-area
community meeting give some
idea of the official view.

'If I have -e we to
dewribe bow rd lk to "a u
(the Pia m sand Sowing De-

ratbimets) operate -- it would
be t o measide." o8
told rusdes. "Tian thuMs o
wkal we're going after are
flagat volatm... . We'rie
lookang for the typoe of viola-
tios that could be life three-
tening Frankly, if we wanted to
put two or three inspectors in
the field to do nothing but seek
out minor violations, the small
room additions,the bathrooms,
decks, and things built without
permits, that require permits,
we could quadruple the number
cf violations in a month. That's
not what we are trying to do. I
would like to see us operate
reasonably. If we don't-bring it
to om attention.*

'In terms of comin out
here and looking at every houe
and through the trees, no, that
is not the policy. We do tiot
have a systematic plan for
going thruglh this area.'

But many homeowners
diskgreed with Koenig. Adress-
Ing tim, Speter and Schmidt,
one resident related her own
problems with the building in-
spector.

'I think its possible that
people believe (house by house
inspection) is the case. Because
when I called the building in-

Spector and asked bow It was
that my thirty year old beth-
room had been brought to b
attention, his response was then
there had been so m y cm-
plaints that they ee a
parcel by parcel tsepct""mre
this Koenig respmd*4 *l Is
absolutely not the polcy of the
Department to be do theeI f
he the inspector) said tbato e's
in error and if these in my
indication that be is doing that
we'll stop It.' Why was be at
your house, Ma'am?, shm was
asked.

"1 don't know why be was
there,' the woman
'but he had a copy of as
assessor's map and he s& that
the addition - the bathroom -
- did not appear on the sses-
sor's map. This I think wan
correct as the asesors map
was dated 1935. Later I com-
tacted the prevous owner who
had indeed added the batbfcom
and it was added in the early
l

9
50's.'

At this point Supervlor
Speter joined in the discussiom
saying; 'We've had a conv*-
tion about this particular bouse
before. If there are sitistiss
where additions are ten, t e -
ty, thirty years old, we mee to
deal with that on a different
basis. That is unfair to the
resident to impose that kind of
a penalty at this time. So we're
going to have to come up wIth
some kind of guideline to deal
with that kind of sittuaitlo.

These are the statements
by senior County officials Yet,
as amply illustrated by many
homeowners' stories, CIMAty
staff are not followi these
guidelines - with or witbll
the sanction and knowledie of
Speier and Koenig.

ul 14eisi CdusessAdvocate, Box 62,0616. Redwood City. CA 94062 Peas 2Juy1984
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*Wm for Action %
bi Jim Warren

Iamy people -ited for buil-ing violhttns kni-e it niqht happen; hoped it wouldn't; and -wer not propared to deal with it when it did.
So1e ave now spent a year mve resar-hing, atudal. md cinsuittl with attrnem professional political orlanhize, md sesie

'membms of the Sofd f Sqpervtama. Aproemately 12,000 has ien apent in th effort, to date, excluding the is..m o I this flt tss of
the Peninula Citizen"s %d 'cato.

A way to remedy ,niach or filed agaiast inlivduai County Ora1nlsed N"ocomphance tedly been doing esactiy thi
all of this situation that to staff WWI ,I-ctod officiala. Those who violate any of for years. He is rumored tkolln
m-any fee| is so fitkir and F.eamining this as ion- the massive collection of Court- have tome "nonconformhlin ca-
inreasoeable haa been frmuJ- att-,rae.'5, there appears to he tv :irdilances and policies - bins thai the Couaty ha beei
ted. It's a stralghtfnr ari for- some prma-facia hasm for suc-h probably most homeowners - tr)ing to *abate* for 4ecdoeaa
nula.t actions, a signifiant likelihood ar-, indulging in a policy of Accurate letails on thie rum

- of syr thatic utors. and the individual noncompliance. Those would be greatly appreciated.
I. C - 0th OtneriToCn5with other respinnsto

ble, reaaonable, mature citizens
of similar opinios, to share
information, provide .miutuial
supper, and organize -ffe.tivo
act io.

Z Reat Coamty Actiwe
Submit a st -f ress'ia l

solutions to the 3 -itv B'.r
of Supervisors. i'.,

.' 
ar"

e-lesi sn- m akers r ti, &r- eLi-
'nately re&sp>onale !cr adptn-i
mcst :-des ard -rd,ra. -"s !'*st
specify how cit. Zers Are !t live
in their hom-s arid -- ', "c"i-

3. Sapprt a Ballot Initiative
Pursue the cr-atv'n. an!

enactment :f necessary. cf a
County ballct initiative that
would provide, not onlr a reas-
niable solution, *.t sn ideal
solution - fromr rice c.:1c-rca
viewpoint - ur --7nc-ns.
Purse this as a responsi le
altersative, should the Supervi-
noes be unable or unwilling to
adopt the prcposed sioluticns in
a timely manner.
4 . elp the Help r

Support neightbcrs and
those Supervaisors and County
staff who actively support the

C citisea in this pursit of the
ieiiiot"a of omm mty lifes-

perfecId by tho" rq!imd-
0tIg in the concerned conmu-

nit A6e

401% ivey apper tho offi-

das od Ssperi who inist
01 inflicting stanard ald de-

mands that am view" a smde-
mrs and imiream ali*e by the
commmitim they effect. Ag-

= ihmore rionsuiv of i-
cdai who are more inclined to

C saqspoit persnal freedom, rath-
er tbm such unthiakifg cofor-
mity.

Taher Actions NOW
The citizm of unincorpor-

f% ated San Mateo County can
accomplish this in a reasonable
amnount of time, with a reasona-
hle amount of effort, a resvsn
sibie citizsm working toget er.
Other articles diacuss how to

msRue this approach, as wel as
Proipoing solutiom that are
likely to be acceptaile and
desirable to most residents who
make their homes in those
unincorporated communities.

Other Alternatives
(Not IdutufUy Eicbmive)

There are other actions
possible. They are mentioned,
here, for the sake of complete-
new:

Initlatig Legal Action
Many have discussed filing

class action suits agaizit the
County for harassment, d"Cri-
minatory treatment, or func-
tional condemnation of homes
A property. As a tempting

additios, such suits could be

poss'ibifity of large awards.
However, considering the na-
ture of r-al-orld courts (rath-
er than Perry Mas on fiction),
two caveats come to mind:

'Straining at g.ats anit
S-i;-.'w.g cavels is a reqiuired
c ure in ias school.' -R -brt

Tl.p{in.-ir, 'Srsnger in ai
, L n,t.r

Ain -h .

-. :es': I.
r:iskv, a-';

i th e : ourts for

." '- a 
~ 

:. lf. ar rd it. It is

., d be oblabLso1d prohibiting
< *tun'v enf-r,ment of c i'ent
,':des and pohcies aga:ist res-
t.!ents' ho,' es a.-.d propert!,
w1li!e .uc!- su;ts snai., their
wai' t.tvug' the -:-urt system.

"tist**.;,', tas - payers
will AY all I f the costs,
i-cludingr any awards that might
eventually be granted, escept
possibly for those swards
against individual offcials. It is
wasteful of time, energy, aid
"nonev. It is confrontationaI. At
this time, the Advocate recom-

ends against it.

-ho "foot-drag' after being red-
tagged, continue a policy of
individual noncompliance. This
is the usual circumstance.

An alternative is to pursue
a COORDINATED course of
CP.GANIZED civil disobedience
, a passive resistance by tine
large and rapadvy gr- wins num-
ber :-f "NWto.ers f :f'e R, -a
X.ir!.' Such act-.-,- wn-Ad In-

*az.- .Over>.adin* t'e ipp'as

-n &.1o -1 tle _.S~tric! A-r-
cr " ci!: ci.It -v:u.d virtuai1','

a s.-r that the Counltv woud
;7 , -. ;e ScOTI' Otn'er cCurse of

r. e' etilespread
C- -r-.rtv supp-ilt. sich lter-
a t:ve Cuntv a o tn would

a.-- st certainly be ene of
c-.ratin fbut ricght be -,ine
-f es-a'ated obstiracv until
a- sivr p-liticians were voted
-%;t:,cf officel.

The Advocate is withoid-
.i a recommendation regarding
this alternative, pending re-
search of similar activities that
appear to be meetilng with
success in ot.er Counties in-
cLiding Santa Cruz County.

It is also interestin i to men-
t'on rtmors of at east one
defiant resident who has repor-

VlolenceVariations on theme, of
violence against builin irApec-
ters are a commo form of
inibriated entertainmeat I& lo-
-al bars, but . • • (Oret it.
Thuugh the residents of 0ot of
the County's utincorporated
ar-as have a predelictlos for
t.i ing iare if themselves and
'i'..ir - .,mounutie$, that ain't

M-re importantly, there
ikre ample more reasonable alt-
ernatives f'ir prortecting homes.
savings, and preferred lifes-
tvps. I is :5 not the wild west,
and residents re0 not outlaws -

atci-pt as may be due to
defiance of inappropriate and
Lunreasonable County ordinances
that have made a large majority
of the mature, responsible rev-
idents of unLcorporated San
Matec Comunty into outlaws.'

d U m sot UWN of 18.
Wn am "ahly hitn

the.RI lawd M ~EN&~i
tire cnmmmithe, ammo an
citienm am net ns te Intw
is wrn m is be h
theoo --In -1111 actlem
reinoma Cdds
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Ready for )OUR Visit fron the Building -nspe r ?
They ctad a K Moanais bomemmo for havng f e amcs2y ngbf m ted- tem" 1ews

outside his home. Wham be went get a emit for the offending lamp, he had to appear thae theem,
submit two different sets of plans, pay over $100 in penalties.

They cited a moth Sbyllme sun fo ialing half a dissn " e am his storm-damse sfo.
It took he and his wife much of a day to atrailgltan out the situation. But, that's ok; the civ
servants(?) got paid for their time.

They cited a cdsJ @-allee asmo Norwegian Per anl de maded Its remoal. They demanded
the removal of another, larger treehouse, buried deep in a redwood forest, then demanded that the
owner pay for a demolition permit to do the demanded destruction!

A County inspector took the time and effort to cite a goat shad m Half Mbg lay, bm m
fmm an sheltr a kds 48 project (no pun intended).

They found a cai thmt had bm Om c tie sic the I es and cited it, domiang
it's "abatement."

They cited a Kings Mountain woman for having an eI bateoomO - tbat WA bam am the
me a's rcim ftor seemal decnadea, long before she .we owned the horme! She was told that it

didn't matter who built it - she was responsible for the penalty fees and the costs of abating the
violation.

On several occsiosm whm they have cited nww ownes for work idam long ago by pemo
Owner they he mqested mig te prerioUN owner.

The Kings Mountain woman also r-ported that the btilding inspector told her they foud the
violation becme they were CHECKING EVERYONE'S HOME, o-e by oe. The Chief Building
Official denied such Orwellian tactics, when questioned about it at community meeting packed with
renters and homeowners, furious ov-r such endless County hassles and intrusions. (The same
Supervisor who had backed the 1000% fees was also at the meeting and carefully ignored the -

a real people's representative.)

One the one hand, the builing official stated that no such investigation was occurring. Yet,
other County staff h ve reported that building inpectors HAVE Iem ompaoi badsing ridead
with aemr records. This is being done in spite of the Assessor Department's often-atated po_"
that assessors would not report information given to them, to the Bilding Department (a simell
ponition if they want citizen cooperation delopang accurate information on which to base fair
assessments).

These outragomm itamtiat must cheagel
Join Pm la Citize ' Actioam ed pins rspomibie u-mmity action.

Palle4 July 1964



0o1. Supporting Each Other
OK, so you want to join others in unincorporated ',;a Mat , Count, _)ncerried abt

CoUNty r eulatios. S uLnds easy. until you try to do it.

Soe Sersmelable) Problem
ee e to be some mstriviai problems with stuca 4 -- mminity eff~rt:

= =M ctt act: Residents are spread out in thesr ,a. ' n iins. md l 'oh *l .itvrse
commusitwt are scattered over about Z00.000 acres )f the San Frarntis ,) 7..,rnnsi ' '., s,, II ). %
acris, most of it mincorporated.

M1 Iaia 1ta1lif citCt: llow 'Lo v ,u shar, inf,,rrnat,n' ilo* 1o ' ilra! ili n. .i rt.,,t ...tt "
There is no common newspapew itnto i re; -it) single m--tiflg ""-tri nr %:, 'ime e:..'nr i'.u. itn.
and no sinle residents' newsletter.

Worhkif together: There n a Aild .inge n,! .festvl.'z. &rm ari- ,s,-rvativ- arh-ra.hi, 3l wit a
wide sprinkling of anarchy in between. P.rhaps the fe** vie*s he: .n -,,r-r(:n Are a ir.at n, ination to
privacy, independence, and inalvduality.

After all, there's gotta be
SOME reason to pay large sums
of money to live far away from
stores, commute long hours to
oa 'often over, uh, *chaUang-
"ng roads), supply your ows

water, 'is your own septic
systems, furnish much of yoe"
ir. tire protection, often toler-

ate ,usv television receptios,
ar.l endure electrical power
that seems to disappear every
time a leaf fais.

Who ba time: Most rew-
i4-nts have full-time jobs phta
family obligations, and are not
eep.y enchanted with the no-

t.',n of lengthy group meetuV.
Even for thcse who wanted to,
residents are separated by an
hour's drive or more from one
snot her.

Formal (yawn) Meettlw
Given the evident disinterest m*
clubs, welcome wagons, coffee
dlat ches, and neighborhoodw
cials, it seems unlikely tha
extensive face-to-face orgaar-
satumal meetings would be
cemeful with such diver indivi-
du 1s.

lobstlow to the Problem
The essence of any or-

ised[ effort Is commumicatios.

A Cr=0"er

per smack an the Advoca
properly atilsd, is a- effidm
and ecomomical mean for ph-l
ering and shering iaf'JWmat-
an opians, hafag d
drafting of pla and much of
the coordimation of actions.i

For the time being, thav
who are mlllehing the Adve-
Cate have the time, dedicatal,
and initial fbianciel rmoaro
to be able to work esentily
full-time n this mecemry aI
for resolving community -
lems. It will be otimd an
long as the esergy, resources
fuing and - moet importas-
ly - Fommusity support, costi-
buets.
Wew~epm Cmsant

Tie Advocate will publseb
facts, advocacy, responsible
opinins from others, and will
investigate interestiug rumors.

HOMEOWNERS:

Fi r the most part, it will fo,:j,
on topics of likely interest t.
the residents f the .m nn-rp . -
atel meas of San Mtat,'o I~n'
land appears likely to ,jrow int,
Santa ru; and possioly $,ota
Cara C.unties), though :
tme to t;me articles of perii-
nal "iterest will be :nclJ,.:.
Tns seemns fair, consilering
fl'-time, voluntary effort a rr
er xp'nse inc.irred to prod. .
totis not-fJr-profit comm.:.
r'50i4rC t, 2.

Share Experiences: Everyone
Win&

There is some evidence.
and certa.niy sidespread tor..

t.at tne County enforces its
ordnances and codes differen.-
.7 fruom case to case ad.-
iridiv~dual to individual. There
are consistent comments that
internal policies appear to dif-
fer from published policies. It
would be useful to validate :r
invalidate such rumors.

It would be useful to
virtually everyone in the com-
mtmity to know what others
have encountered as they have
wound their way through the
Count ipursle.

To elp, please send in
details of your e cres. If
you don't have te time or
inclination to write, just drop a
note to the Advocate with
pboe number, and you will be
contacted for a telepme ister-
view at your coas'enince.

Of course, recognising the
wespread paranoia that exists
reardiang possible reta ati by
County bureaucrats, yor iden-
tity and privacy will be protect-
ed, if you so request. It is,
however, of value for those who
have the fortitude, to 'stand up
and be counted" by being public
in their stories.

CofMl Ahm Sbme
C Advocate would be

DELUGHTED for the County's
decision - makers particularly
those in the Planning, Builduig,
Health and Engine*u Depar-
tments, to share with us and our
readers, the internal plans amd
policies they have adopted and

Sic San Mateo Cmaty is Vgrsly Invetigating
Any Possbie Building Remodelig & Construction, Be Aware:

YOU, as the current owners of your home, are responsible for the
legality and County-acceptaleibty of any construction or remodeling
that may have ever been done to your home.

This is true, even if it was dose by a previous owner, even if it was
done years ago, and even if it was done without your knowledge.

Furthermore, if the County questions the acceptability of the
current condition of your home, they may require that YOU prove
that all construction on your home was done with proper permits.
and met the codes in effect at the time the permit was imued. If you
are unable to provide such prol, or if your home fads to meet
health and safety codes, they often require that you promptly
abate' the conditions they fld objectionable.

Jure x nsder, rec,.mmending
:.r -r ho, es inJ ,i munm iti,'s.

A.V Cit' Nsi .ictiv- veraite with anv ,% tsUt

ans'l. an.'s .tv-..' sipprt s
7r ; arrns. t u, , te if gr-At

,L nt nd !'.' s
:_. - ,s.

:a:,.* ._ .a. rad'or, distrust,
i. d:srespec, tnat each side
-.n-at overco-me. ri " wever, :,ke
re -,f the agog ::iO-rals savi in

g.e Big Chil', concerning ac-
m;;sn.n t.e :Ieals 3f the

-.'Nobody sai it was going
to be easy.'

* -is i.v;-tattcn to loin in
:and.id, -pen cooperation is par-
t:.u.arlo' extended to Environ-
mental Mana ge.nert Director
Paul Koaig Kanning Director
David Hale, Chief Building Offi-
cial Paul Schmidt, and each of
the Board of Super-isos

'Let us stand on each
others' shoulders, rather than
each others' toes.*

-Dennis Allison,

An Equitable
Stereo Shop

In thesedays of ft a talkin
radio hype an arm-twisting
stereo salesmen, it is a delight
to encounter a service-oriested
muic store with congenial,
well-informed, leisurely staff.
That's what I found with tome
of the folks at Western Audio
Imports in south Palo Alto; and
it's appropriate to offer public
praise of such quality.

I recently had occasion to
replace my elderly stereo sys-
tem (that must have be"s built
by Marconi, personally), and had
heard good things about West-
ern Audio. I dropped in, and
ended up spending much of the
day in a detailed, educational
discussion with their sales man-
ager, Jim Cross. After I pur-
chasoed a stack of gear, I found
that I needed to change some of
the components. They were
willing to do so, without hesita-
tion. They effectively demon-
strafed that they were con-
cerned about customer satisfac-
tion.

Western Audio is owned by
a couple who seem sincerely
concerned about providiu qual-
ity products and service. Their
prices are higher than the
discount bucks-hustlers, but so
is their quality. On several
occasions, one of the owners
even hand - delivered com-
ponents to me - - they live
about a quarter-hour's drive
from my home. Western Audio
is On El Camino, just north of
Arastradero; 41S 494- ISSZ;
closed Mondays. -JW

4
Good Guys at
the Franchise

mrasonable Tax Board

This may be a unique
e-ditorial - praise for several
)f ('alif,,rnta's tax collectorsl

Fr,,in I77 antil mid-t)f3,
I ran several curporationa. ks
theV c''i rned more and more
time-, I made the foolish error
of presuming that my time
should he spent in productive
labir for those corporations and
their client%.

"Arungl' The multitude of
,a% a -. cies otted ,it that
"'n prr,,am " i. ."-itlion was tO fill

it11 tax r'O' rts - - *hich I
"e t , 'el : . i a timely

-., f.r ix .months Ui-
Wznj tne sa.e o;f those busines-

ses. . di" -lcthing but Collect
iata and fle reports with the
federa: and state governments.
These nc.al.dd reports to the
1.S f,.r income tax. employee
11.tn.hcd;r.z- tax, social securi-
I y :ax, and federal tnemplov-
ment ,axes. And. it included
r-pw-crts to California for income
tax, employee taxes, disability
taxes, unemployment taxes,
sa.es tax's, .nd corporate fees.

In the procese of filing
these endless reports, I bad
more than a few occasions to
have personal contact with the
agencies, a generally frustrat-
ig and traumatic event. There

was one exception, however -
the California Franchise Tax
Board.

I am fixia1/ Clow of
problems with the and Ca
praise this service without be-
ing suspected of simply seeking
their favor.

Not only ae, but in
every contact I had with FTZ
personnel, I found them conge-
nial, helpful, and cooperative -
truly Civil Sirvams in the

best seue of the phrase. They
took the time to lead me
through the maze of bureaucra-
tic paperwork and refulatisons,
were consistently patient with
my many naive questions, and
were quick to correct their files
and fees on the several occa-
sions when I pointed out evrors
in their computations (that
were usually the result of late-
filed reports).

In these days of all too
many Arrogant Bureaucrats, it
is particularly worthwh1le to
e plicitly commend the all too
few government employees who
behave a.s Civid Servants -
such as FTB staff members

Grace Frechette, Virginia Tayl-
or, Fred Schlanze, Otani, M.
Jackson, and Helen.

And, if I knew who their
personnel director was, I would
most certainly praise him or her
for talent in selectin staff
with the qualities appropriate
for serving the public in an
equtable and effective manner.

The FTB has proven that
governmental agencies CAN be
staffed with Civil Servants.
Sadly, moet of us can readily
name other county, stage and
federal agencies that we great-
yI in need of tutorin from the

FTBs personnel duirector. -JW
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£*ogm fom Chant*
The following serves as a starting place - a first draft - for specifying reasonable changes in San Mateo County poille sA

Ordamics. Thrse would be desirable and hlpful to the renters and homeowners in the unincrporat-d portions if San Mateo County. lToes
re •st ideal, however they peovide a massive improvement over the current no-longer-tolerable conditions.

Menters d heeseown Please submit your suggestions and viewpoints for improving this draft, and for improving County Ilicias,
Althomh these proposals have been reviewed by varitou residents, it as , ertain that they can be trther improved to hett-r e v a trill lasrw
portion of the County's unincorporated , oinunities.

County officials Active, timely input and suggestions are specifically solicited and encouraged from County staff - but as advisors
liting residents in setting community &IGls; not as social engine.rs specifyin hew residents are to live their lives.

It 's highly desirable for Countvty p'Sners tO work with commuitty resildents ii fertlmlatang l'sirable ahAnges in the ordinanc" nd
policies effecting those residents. Mkx~h -.,f the cur, nt untenatal. situation is due to a I, k f 4- n • )rninunwcatm,n .nd -,)peration betwen
tho e who plan. and those far (or Against) wahom the planning is perform.d.

Pssp5eCmderstao.
County Board of Supervisors will be

urged to give preempt consideration to these
requests and take action in a timely manner.
Im&ctwn simply validates the statuis qua, and
the current status as no longer tolerable.

Most residents Jo not wish to behave
unLawfully; and dc not wish to be 'outlaws'
due to unreasonaie ,rdinances anid abusive
enforcement. -'*.en i .agnificant ma)orty )f
reasonable. : .. .y-t. respinsbSe nAtlre
ctizens are. IN, A • .ja, made ).I'.$,
then the law -- _t -: , Itazery - i wr ng

and must b- char!-
The rg.:-.I .- i ents -if -1-e uirin or-

porated -l .'... f I L CO.Lritv will !Axe
whatever -a.. . .i. ',..za, action is ne -%sa-
ry to achieve *:,, ligt:zatCn ::f th"eir
reasonable, ,:hzse aj. referred ho. "sts.es
and comrn~n:ti' .-. ,,,", even if they do not
conform to t-le S:, . -sen by the cuntv's
soctal eliginet-rs.

If B0ar '. A r tIeme t 'n tie
communitt'-s %-Ave.:e-. rave no alternative but
to take other a.:,. ac:ueve aLthcr-tat.on
Of their preferred:. reasonable community
lifestyles. ThL ecu.d include a ballot initia-
tive, actively ii42-t:i the efforts of those
who support the cc-omunattes, and actively
opposing those who would act as ruiers rather
than represent at es.
ovi,_ Policies Requeted (ruet draft)

Ma ime freedom minimize reguliatio
Declare that it is the policy of San Mateo
Cuty goveirnment to maximize freedom for
its citizens and their chosen lifestyles, and
minimize goverment regulation, interven-
tis,. nd repression except where such
regUlstton is clearly essential to the well-
birin-of the larger community and gives fair
conamderiat to inavidual rights.

Is cases where such 'greater good' in less
than clearly and provably evident, County
govtnment should err on the side of
freedom, rather thaz on the side of conformi-

t n repremson.
Cey n* 1 u1 etis t: Adopt a

poy of aggressive community outreach, to
psiy f ha ce communicatk be-
tw C ty officials, and the citizens and
coamnties for which they have responsibili-
ty aid to whom they should be reapomive.

At a minimum, this sboubl include such
things a imtructions, written clearly for the
Lay public, re&;Ardmg County regulatory and
appeals procedures with which citizens may
have contact. E.g., such instructions should
be created as regards requirements of the
Building, Plasing, Health, Engineering and
Assesm Departments, and should be overtly
offered to every person who baa occasion to
encounter those departments. Their availabs-
lty should be announced by prominant signs
in the departments' public areas and specifi-
cally mentioned by staff during initial
contact with citizens.

Such documents should be legally
accurate, but should not be filled with 'legal
gibberish.' In the cast of technical issues such
as building codes, instructions should be
partially tutorial is appropriate for lay
citizens. (Examples will appear in future
issues of the Advocate and copyright thereto
is herewith granted to San Mates County.)

Selict commimity timt: Of much
greater importance in an outreach effort,

ounty planners and decision-makers con-
cerned with local community isues should
make every reasonable effort to facilitate
involvement of those citizens affected in the
deliberations and dectsion-making processes,
on a regular basis. This particularly includes
County Planners, the Plnming Commission,
and the Board of Supervisors.

Members of communities that would be
affected by any planning or regulatiom under
consideration should receive clearly written
information about such proposals, long before
they no comderation for adoption by the
Board of Supervisors. This would go far to
avoid costly debacles such as the Skyline

Study, in which hundreds of thousanis of
dollars of tax money and staff time were
expended to generate a study - that was
then aggressively challenged when the Skyline
community fina'ly discovered the contents of
the finished study and pointed out a multitude
of weaknesses and inaccuracies to the Board
of Supervisors.

Presume that the zitazens of the 'Jaunty
are .ntelligent, r..asona ,e ,n.'iv-dua.s aw ;,t

a,. id and should pr viae %- iu..it .put ci
C unty planning cff'rts.

cuch an )utr.a,'h efcrt need nrot be
costly, as s illustratd ,y this low-cost, fast-
turnaround newspap-,r. \nd, it could con-ri-
bute t- si,,nif cart zoit sav:-.;s, As &ith t-e
Skyline Study exa;c,.e, and as wtn me
c-,4rrent situation t.it has prompted tmh
newspaper in ti.e frst place. Its primary
requirement is gso wit . and iedica:.on to
cattien awareness and participatior ,zi the
part of the Board zf Supervisors. Its cost-
effectiveness is haghl.': h)kesy; certainy wo:rth
a eroaus test.

Meet with commuities: Supervisors,
Commissioners and key County staff mem-
bers, should bold meetings in the various
communities for which they are responsibie.
These meetings should be held on a regular
schedule, and widely publicized within each
such community in a timely manner. They
should be in the evenings and/or on weekends.

This would be a marked improvement
over the inaccessability of hearings held
during the workday in far-distant Redwood
City, where the only notification is i, the
form of ill-circulated, terse agendas that are
predominantly unintelligable to the average,
educated lay person.

Such meetings are ener-gy-saving; 'tis
more reasonable for one official to travel to
a distant community, than to expect a
mimber of community residents to travel to
the distant seat of government. It would
illustrate responsible governmental support
for a responsie citizenry, and would Likely
earn support of worthy elected officials
(thiugh it would serve unworthy elected
officials poorly). It would admittedly be
strenuous and time-consuaming, however, if
ya can't stand the heat; get out of the
kitchen.'

See- staf Among the rapidly increas-
in number of people who have had their

mes red-taed by the County, there are
very widespread, (appearing almost unani-
moua) complaints of arrogant attitudes,
threatening and coersive behavior, confusing
instructions, contradictory information,
statements made and later denied, and
incorrect impressions due to incomplete
information from some County staff mem-
bers.

At the same time, some people have
accidentally encountered well-informed, help-
ful,concientious County staff, truly 'civil
servants,' who have greatly aided in an
inherently traumatic ad confuaing situation.

As is true of many businesses, police
departments, and enlightened government
agencies, San Mateo County should develop
an active screenmg program covering all
County staff who regularly deal with the
public. This need not be expensive or time-
consuming (at least no more so than the
endless run-wounds currently reported). It
could be a simple as offering a questionaire
to each person who approaches the more
popular County service desks, Plus requiring
that everyone staffing such desks offer their
card to each 'customer.' The questionaire
should allow for annonomous response, and
could be mailed in.

Reaponses should be processed by
someone attached directly to the County
Supervisors' staff, rather than by a person in
any service department. This would encour-
age independent evaluation, plus offering
feedback to the Supervisors as to the quality
of their staff services.

Such questionaar-s could easily serve A
the basis for rewarding staff who pr vide
,good service, and dismissing, replacit or
r,assigning staff who are consistaitly report-
ed for pour service or arrogant be ,vior.
\gain, it requires that County decision-
maa,-rs adopt the Assumption that members
,A the general public are predolinatly
r,snable, intelligent Adults with optaxss
act, ,uklllrwent sorthy if cur:Oicratlis.

owlssdsman proam: 6iven the large
numotitr of complaints, -t would be well to
- ..:,er r-ating a County 0 m budsman
pr.,gran, oiffering an id.,ependent person or
staff ., ho c.in %s"ist cit".ens who feel unfairly
•reateS. ,, h . . tudsinan should be
aLtanied Lo t2,!ic iru..rs staff, and should
reg-"Iarly report to the Supervisors regarding
ccnsistant problems and suggested improve-
merts .n Ccunty interaction with its citizens.

Such an Ombudsman is of value, only to
the extent that the County proainantl
pubiacizes thetr existence, availability,
sot , nomy,'conf.dientiilty. This should be
lione Yla prominant signs, plus notices is
perti,%ant handouts.

Priorities One of the more Popula
complaints heard from homeowes sod.
particularly, from professional WldM... is
that it takes weeks or months to t Pim
checked and cleared (except for to e ia
'know someone'). However, izpect' Sem to
be readily available to parse citation of
every possible violation. Addltinallyt al-
tho;gh building inspectors ar e at
tho drop of a whisper, Sherifrs depslie w
s scarce as ben's teeth.

To summarize, rsdens
County services otten l: =
plan checking when they desire spd, MWlt-
like response from citati b-dding
inspectors which they germally _ not at
all, and sometines no persmal rmem
what-so-ever from a SherifsDft t t
that is apparently badly

Aay emo Itl body li Memo its
activities. For example, pcem we,
deately and vigorously to an 'oflwr iblsom'
call, but may not respond at all to a lor
down' call. Many departmeat frmlise Much
priorities. The County sbould formay plioi-
tize some of its activities.

within the Building Deprtmn,dele
that first priority is responding to 1ds 1
requests for inspections of work in ,egn
and plan-checking of submitted piase Ask
declare that the ast priority is the invmitp
tion of owner-occupied or rented imesti
minor code and ord ince vioslatio. Declare
that the Building Department is to give th
same priority to such lnestigia.t as the
Sheriff's Department gives to opes of
jaywalking.

Across County departments, give pret-
er priority to increasing the Shouirs petrel
staff, than to icreasing the Buildig Depor-
tment's 'patrol staff.' That is, e r
concern for safety from clear-cot daget
(for example, the 100mph motorcycle racig
so popular on Skyline and La Handa Roads,
than for 'safety' from ownm - preferred,
renter-chosen building and plwing Code
violations.

RedIced County liabilitr Ther is an
oft-expressed County concern for its liability
in housing-rllated matters, particulrly build-
ing codes and health issues. We see this as a
legitimate problem - with am Obviou asls-
tion:

Instruct County Counsel to dilmently
pursue the creation of a liability release
statement that a homeowner canld ls In
which the homeowner accepts fl ly
for 'nonconforming' or 'ullstandard' esesvc-
tion, septic systems (that work), water
supplies (that are acceptable the suse,
etc. The County could even ree 9the thes
homeowners certify that they oseot lega
advice prior to executing such a d4atMast.

C.0~4sr en WWeI PWge..
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(ain ImUg previous paeg)

That 4ocument would be
rorded and would then be-

,-me one of the requirements
iat., Sated with the property.
'l? litk any legal deed restric-
ti'n. andJ (,learly reported in any
'it, " .arh by A potential new

,J /.t.

ec a mehanism would
i U a %omeowners greater free-
5 rn to pursue personal prefer-

eni ,- in homestyles. reduce
sIty enforcement costs. "lf

ler greater protection to the
County via reduced habiiity
exposure, and protect new Wy-
?"r through clearly stated, rec-
-led locuments.

Asemer autanomr In the
Anl early "70's, tt was

:.znn for the Assessor's Of-
tell concerned ind!vi-

!uAS tsat the aJsessors contien-
-. sly refused to report build-

.nt; -ode violations t the Bu;1d-
•., Department; that the Asses-
%or was crncerned only with
A.-urate evaluations of proper-
Iv. Certainly the implication
was that the assessor descrip-
tioru of homes was more or less
cconfidential, and not intended
to be used for building code
enforcement.

Thus is a pragmatic, desir-
able Position. It is comparabie
to the federal government's

d) prohibition against releasing
census data to other agencies,
including the FBI and IRS. The
feds, and the assessor, are
legitimately, more concerned
with accurate information than

N with enforcement.
In the Last several years,

there have been specific al&e-
(J tions by County staff, including

mulding Inspectors, that the
Swilding Department has tepes-, redly pursued Its Investigation
of possibly illicit comtruction

- including costruction that
occured decades earlier - by
comparing old building plns
witha property d rip-
two. This vio ats t spirit, if
not the word of past amemms
statemests It asmo.e the
fact that it was o te (and
prbhably remains) commo, &I-
most umiver41 to make desian
changes in the field, as con-
structia. progreses, with noth-
Log more than a verbal 'ok' from
the building impactor, an site.

It would be both an
honorable action, and of signifi-
cast financial value to the
County, to explicitly declare
that building desaipticns on
file with the assessors office
are not to be released to any
department with enfo cement
or investigation authority, un-
less there is a court order, or
prior written authorization
from the property owner.

Draft Proposals Appeariog is
Neat bese

Work is still in progress on
drafting proposed policy change
requests regarding a number of
other major issues. These will
be detailed in the next issue of
the Advocate:

zZxex e Housing & Em -
san Zad Unt" Topics to be
covered will include a proposal
for a moratorium as red -
t existant housing and

ets x oce"t in the came
of clear life-threatei tua-
tic.. - until new policies can
be worked out and adopted
regarding the investigation, pol-
icin, and acceptance of al-
ready-built units.

Amnesty for some or all
coestructios dome without a

ElZmshing Contact @

To contact homeowners and renters in unincorporsted San
Mateo County, the Advocate began by using the County Assessor's
rubiic records. They are publicly available n computer-readable
form, And have now been loaded into the publisher's "00-piund, Ilesk-
si1ed home 70mputer.

Cost: A private political-analvsis firm h.iRgd 5800 f,)r the
fKar niagtap % rontaining the Z01,610 par, el records. as of M-tarch,
l)4. 1Blush: Since then, we have tsr,vered that the t.ipes c-iild
hive een pAirehased directly from the C-,iunt y for w, II an,lr !00,
hot we w,-r- too paranoid at tha. t10e. to ask.)

Small part ei: These records cover all property in the
County. incloJing commercial property, and the endless number if
small lots in the incorporated Bayside cities. Additionally, multiple
parcels are o-ften under single ownership. Thus, mailing labels were
generated from only a small part of the ZOOK, records. Other
recorIs illi be used for targeted mailins, as it becomes necessary
to support -r ,"ppose IcCted Iffirial,s..r support a ballot initiative
,itve

permit 4.,, be pr,.posed.
A .i-t-rn to a ZX Jr 3X fee

tr .c t.re for Lyid~ng viola-
tjr),ns, c- .nparabie to that of

)ost t er Bay ar-!a counties
will be requested, discariing
th e '.rn ~3,.yes, one
thousand Dercent') nenaitv fees.
and refuco g the current
$I,000 ipper limit. Making the
reduction retroactive will be
considered.

Acceptance of existant
septic tank.s that show no
evidence :f surface !eaching
and no ev:dence of health ha-
zard wil be proposed.

PLEmg and Engineering
Poc em Discussion of plaMug
activities will address varioms
issues including community in-
volvement in planning acti-
vities, down-zoning, and covert
cooperation with agencies con-
sidering imminent domain aqus-
sition of properties. Considera-
tion will also be given to
demands fcc free road ease-
merits and road contracts re-
quiring single property owners
to pay all costs of pubUc roads
adjacent to their prpert
when the purpose of such roads
is to support the needs of an
entire community.

The demolition of the
Emerald Lake Hills roads cur-
rently in peolpe due to quas-
tiosable demands for a sewer
system to replace properly
functionisg septic system may
be addressed.

Proposals for more sensa-
his home occupation restraints,
more appropriate for the
sparsely populated mountain
and rural areas of the County,
will be proposed.

Health he Topics to be
covered in this area include
reasonable alternatives to the
currently excessive septic sys-
tem requirements, and propo-
sals for more reasonable mini-
mums for private and small
community water systems.

C4mtuct,- Candon The
current prohibition on the use
of plastic plumbing - that has
been in use for over a decade
and is accepted in virtually
every jurisdiction not under the
control of the plumbers' union -
- will be given special publici-
ty, and reasonable alternatives
proposed. Heating require-
ments, proposals for codes more
appropriate for mountain and
rural construction than the cur-
rent codee oriented to suburban
tract - homes, and 'K - code'
posiblities will also be ad-
dressd.

To Sallow tos bi t"
hen a mwo effect en the cost
of vow hene or ful uNt5 You
may soe the m aarptiasform
pw d elewb in thin Wlm
to suqemt future imm of the
AdvocAto.

Useful information: These
puh ac re. ords incli-e the name
and at r,.s f ti e owner, 4d-
l-r s i. the Tr :erty, zoning, L

lty ollc, and wheiher the
pr.pertv I i-s a ho in.,owner's
e x' f M - t ion.

Cost-effective selection:
_v .7; that snal hIme com-
puler, it becomes a simple task
to contact homeowners by se-
lecting those properties that
.have ho meowner's exemptions.
'Presumed, renters can be
reached by using zoning codes
to select multi-unit dwellings,
plus selecting those single -
family units which do not have
homeowner's exemptions and
are probably rented.

Homeomer asociatiom:
The Advocate has already esta-
bished contact with some
homeowner groups, and is very
interested in identifying and
contacting other community
groups who share concern for
the problems ben addressed
via this newspaper. Several such
groups have their member lists
on home computers, allowing
eag merge-purge, combinin,
wit other lists and purging
duplicates. Others we as 

h
and-

processed labeLs, that cannot
reasonably be merge - purged.
That's why you may receive
more than one copy of this
newspapeir please pass it along
to a neighbor or frli..

Other useful lists are available
in computer - readable form
from State agencies. As of May,
1984, California bad g9,Z58
licensed building contractors,
many of whom ae ikely to be
vehemently supportive of Advo-
cate efforts. Some of them
estimate that they may spend
an much as Z0%-40% of their
time dealing with building plan-

RS health and engineering
officials California also has
Z68,111 licensed real estate
brokers and agents, 28,904
licensed civil engineers, and
10,114 licensed architects. The
lists are not particularly expen-
sive; e.g., the Z65K real estate
brokers list is $77S, including
the tapes.

Builder ameciatlassg There
are also various local, state and
national building and housing
trade associations that would
generally favor more reasonable

licies and codes. At least one
cramento - base group has

recently begun a push to publi-
cize how much of housing costs
are directly attributable to 'ex-
cessive government regulation.

Su= ss ttlowal corn-
tact8 The proceeding are the
ideas the Advocate is pursuing,
so far, for contacting owners
and renters in the unincorpora-
ted communities of the County.
Please suggest others. The Ad-
vocate in partldaLarky interested
in cmtactieg huemeno and
mates roups

._ore Action
Details
Next Issue

Thia first issue of the
Advocate was thri*n tolether
in a rush for the firt of svetel
community gathrings. rhe plan
was to tetail h,w ta Ieltsu
each of the tunctioia ersiposo
in th "Pl.,n i,,r A. ti ,n .ttirle
on pdi,, 4. tloi iver, tl, ran
ou t.

The next issue of the
Advocate will complete those
details. It will inlude discus-
sion of how the relatively small
percentage of (County re-sidets
living in the uninorpiuratod
areas of the County can suc-
Cessfully pursue' Ine' following
ic t on,:

3. Poesibae Ba.Uot Initiative
If it becmnes necossary,

due t-) inactin ,r undestrd
act im by C,,iniv1. "pervisors,
redenits ca n oate a County
ballot initi atlve and get it
pasam- I',nimr..ai. r7it~ze' Ac-
tion lP(A) will pursue such as
action, until and unless it is
apparent that the Supervisors
are, in fact, going to act
favorably on the communitys'
reasonable requests. This will
include use of significant com-
puter, publication, publicity,
promotional, organizational,
and direct-mail experience.

Residents seem to be
sufficiently furious and fines-
diaily-abused by Conty intru-
sioM that it should be readsy
straightforward to squire the
iumber of signatures* ecessay
to place an initiative as the
ballot.

Winning basically involve
oriinsating the initiative with
ti that forces t ate a
s election. As a 'speci
interest ifsue,' this is the
desirable approach, Since only
those voters concerned 5bost
the bow would turn ad to
vote, ontacted via the ar
satioa torts available.

cadentalny, it coo" the
County about $70,000 to V an
electiO a point that the sop-
viaes canot help bet nte as
they consider wbethbr to act in
a timely manner on comUnaky
requests for change.
4. 4L--mtmog Ceii _ d _ 11gif

FOuture isues of the Advo-
cate will also provide specifics
as to ow residents might ac-
tively nypcrt those Supervieos
and County staff who wes-
portive of citizen rqusts am
the leigalisation of chas com-
munity lifestyles.

L. Remmving Abuive Officalls
Finally, future imuss will

most aggressively sort the
replamment of those officials
and politicians who insist as
inflicting unreasonable demwods
and blind conformity an res-
idents of communities where
there is little support far those
demands and active comaiamity
opposition to such unrspmive
regu ati . PCA wil actvly
pursue their replacement with
more responsive officials who
value Personal freedom over
unthinking conformity.

is te case of elected
officials, the removal peocem is
straigbtforward. Most elected
officials win by about a 5%
margin.

I& the case of ablieve"civil servants,' efforts will be
made to have them replaced
with responsive staff, er at
least transferred to poition
where they can harass ne oe
except other County staff.

PPeuasta1' Adv4 .. BoX 8Z06 16, Redwood City. CA 94062July 1984 hoI
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"It Ma% Legal, But It Aifttight"
The situation:

Alttoeb there 0 a clercut natliomal smetim t for iw'eind personal freedem, ad MW ded
rewatma , Sam Mateo CHoMIT rmains in the 0ps of an eueelve depurtmtaM l• i4"T4t bas become mre and ame costly. ustrumilve. and pr oid with Sqimttm

community lifestylis. This is of special coecerm to bomeowner and renters. For ismtancm

The PlANNING DEPARTMlH'"
Recognizing the desperate housing shortage, and rnting imaller families and changing lifestyle, the

state mandated that planner-i ailow so-called in-law apurtiments.' Yet, the foot-dragging CoMty failed
to adopt such plans unt . a .ait-year after the state d1jd;M. Tkhey now allow in-law apartments in the
cr,;ad.- R-1 areas iah.re lots may be 50'-lO' wide, ard parking is JaminAl), but prhabit even a single

n-ina, apartment in t;,, sparselv populated non-l Syk)lirwSouthcoast areas. That's the policy, even
,.ugn it is common rr., ledge '.hat probably a quarter of the County's rural homes have unobtrusive and

.ncr-iwded ?nd units, Nthout lbection from the community''s -homeowners and renters.
CAiriously, extra units ARE allowed for migrat,-ry Acri'rs; they just can't be used by folks who live

an.t rk full-time in the Countv.
IJan Mat,'o r.n;,\ I'ani..ni Department spent -wel .;ver a "ear and 5Z50,000.00 on a "Skyline

St'.. that never adeqat,,iv solicited information from l".ca. ro-idents. Ignoririf that information
va o-., tne'v pr.id r, i,'ntations ud urged the C cu:tv Supervisors to ad opt them. When Skyline
reident finally disccve.red :.e stady's details and -ffore, :te.r inpiat to the County Supervisors, the
1;arter-milion dollar st..v mas rr,cted by the finali'-infor:ned Supervisurs.

O.e ,ounty Planning ommissioner has publicy p',,idcd ! -r a much-needed community outreach
pr-.gra:m. that is eftc-.e. but tone has been !crt.co-..-g !- rn t.e appar,,ntlv oot-of-control,
.",re-ionsive Planning CeZartment.

r.a:ning Department regu~a:-,ns place rigid restra:nts _n Aorking in -.-our home. For instance,
se-erai people doing "eatherwork n one of their homes ,wer- shut down by the County. Those who didn't
*:I- I:, or couldn't affLrd t,;, commute to a m..ch more ,.slant worksito for such marginal work simply

ent 7n &eifare. Others have been ttel *or hav:."g tac,,. ,es or iumptruck, at their rural homes.
K..tting. however. is st,;; permitted mn vor home . . . a n as no friends are employed to help.

A Nobel Prize .zer and Stanfhr,! profnsscr Aarteo . a home without a carport on his 1,200-
acre Syne area ra'cn. He -nc. I. t..A-ter casting :tsa=.e to er a , *ncrgy..he was fialy
pirmi:ed to declare t.at a tarn - a quarter-mile .aia: -w as the Farking unit lemanded on his
thcusa.'nd-plas acres tv iapr.-opr~ate, inflexible regu.at. -s.

More recently, he a anted to set .ip an artxst-ir.-res. lence faclitv for about '-5 artists on this huge,
sec..Aded ranch. It toci st a year of hearings. crangi..ng and pleaddin before the County naUl-biters
and ha.d-'rintgers granted this e-mninently rea.cor-Ate req'.es.. eaxpayers pay :hcusands of dollars for

t r staff tm e spent on sich trivia.
.. e Planning Department prorh;b.ts having a c;i7 or c . er .n a bathroom of an accessory building,

sles the bathroom d.oor operns only to the outside. :Honest: t's true. Verify it.An ex County Planner aho quit in disgust, sarcastica',y -escribed some ot the County's senior
planning staff as 'social ngineers, who amnoe that you're guilty until you can prove you're Imsmea, e

Cthinky it's their job to tell everybody in the CAnty bow to live.*

The BU.LDOG DEPART14E]NT
Consider the plastic sewer pipe deal; it really stinks: The County has prohibited use of ososlo n-

free, 'quake- flexible plastic sewer pipe. Only costly, expenaive-to-install metal or ceramic ppe is saw
allowed in home construction under County jurisdiction. 1'-.* only testimony favoring this tllos was

C4 from a local plumbers' union official. Even Chief Bailding Official Paul Schmidt. a longme 'miss
rlumber, reportedly testified in favcr of allowing plastic plumbing and offer.et a stack of do- Mtatin
of its safety. Other Bay area cities m counties - and moat of the rest of the natio - peemi Plastic

01 pipe. It's safe and well-proven, though it provides less job security for plumbers.
Also, currently existent Lad units in R-1 areas who think they can now become legal may have to

meet these requirements for metal or ceramic plumbing. The fact that walls and floors vw have to be
demolished and rents will soar is not applicable. Furthermore, you can't find out by M NG NsoMos
questims. You must report yourself and your l.d unit, and ay the County an usection fee. Oly then,
will the tell you whether it can be legalized, or must be demoished - 'abated" - ia M cow Tms

)get to payfor the demolition as weU as a demolition permit!
1e CoAnty's Building Imnpection Department talked the Board of Supervisors into raisfnt gy

fee for bilding or remodeling without a permit to 1000% of the rellu&r permit fees with a$11
- Limit. Tis was done, even though other Day area Counties find ZX or 3X fees sufficient, incimg tmta

Cruz County, which appears to have a far more significant number of 'nonconformin fud itA thm
does San Mateo County. This excessive fee was reportedly encouraged by one of the Coenty ve
apparently more concerned with citizen obedience and regimentation than with common some.

It often takes one or several months or more to get building plans cleared by the Daldis6
Department's one and only plan checker. However, a squad of badged, radio-dispatched buildf
inspectors are available to check any hint of homeowners working on their ownhomes.

Building inspectors have reportedly told ftiends that they have been instructed to anremively "ek
out violations, no matter how small. It seems that building inspection may have become AiCouty peofit
canter.

The IHALTS DEPARTMUI[T
The County Health Department requires ZOO% over-construction of septic system leachilelds. That

is, homeowners must pay for leacifields that are twice as long as needed. Furthermore, they am have
another 10.0% of additional expansion space. The result is certainly safe, however the oDmen Offers
no engineering justification for such exorbitant requirements. After all, they're not pyint am, Is.

Consider the result in the muncorporated Emerald Lake Hills area, west of Redwood Ctts County
requres huge septic systems. Lot owners can't build their homes. After years of delay, Coutay demands
construction of full-scale municipal sewer system. Also requires that all property owners pay for it and
connect to it . . • including homeowners with perfectly functioning septic systems who dM't need the
sewer system - who must pay still more to dig up and damolish their properly operating sysoema

A north Skyline community leader wanted to split a large bedroom into two small bedroom to give
his growing daughter a room of her own. Being a responsible citizen, he requested a permit. "e Conty
refused; they said his septic system wasn't large enough, even though there was no expamelon is the floor
space or number of residents. In fact, he could have had as many occupants as he wanted; he junt coulda't
make one bedroom into two bedrooms.

The ZOO% leachfield demand includes the requirement for a patented 'diversion valve.' 'toug it is
trivial to build, the only ones allowed by the County are quite expensive, and County leac hfied permits
are reportedly monitored for build-it-yourselfers who violate the patents. Do you know whbere your
diversion valve is? Have you ever used it? Neither have most homeowners. It's amother yecessery
County pacifier for which everyone pays.

'The REGDIURDIG DIKPARTMENT
The County Engineer's Department often demands that a landowner wishing to build or subdivide.

give the County an easement for any road expansion the County may eventually desire, without
compensation to the property owner. Furthermore, the owner must agree to pay the outrucses costs of
such roads any time the County decides to build them - often to benefit the general peblic OW distant
landowners, and regardless of whether the property owner or local community want such eqmedn This
is moat commonly demended in ruk aI Skyline and coastside areas, where most residents, amd virtually all
environmentalists, strenuously oppose such asphalt-the-world attitudes.

No wonder County hosing is so epmnive.

Peninsula Ctiens' Advocate. Box 620616. Redwood City, CA 94062 Muy 1964
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7 M seemly Moor 1m on copy, please
pum It ma to a frimu or neighbor.

T ~milssse e ramming through ans Orneal Plan, rigidly re*lating all
umeporated areas. Pages 8 & 11.

i" limpectrn practices wII be
reviewed; may be a whitewash. Pages I & 2.

n for i-law apartmemts ar,
hiring _-,-D; baWidacs1he Cnmety urmr m halted accm
to assessor files by building inspection staff,
eopt with written authorization frcm
poputy owners. Page 3.

0@
sm Asm ~p. b mewed of

being imeffectOIvevt ias wtb snuher of
homeowner ecefte. IP 4.o ver I'M 6: .a
listed, c .. thus O that 1em=aie
nclear Aos, 10 Pags 6 to IS.

A d -nfift m y Ult excessive
building pmt oeO e te piealties collect-
ed without lega P o P 4.

wm I " f"dsotl 0l d tone
car per famify nd d0 miles pm day? Page 8.

Tom Nolan for Courty

Connie rba for Mdpeaas
Regoea Open wpa D~ke

Becky Moregan for Stat. SelM*

peninsula Citi 3 , A 94 062

Open Spece District buldoxee demolishd tiamsr%~ bj@d* ~Md@ nog

Open Space District: A Case of Bad Faith?
by Jan Sutter

Last December, over the strident SI.1 milion doUas in l.ud and conservation
protests of hiatorians, artuists and a,.i five funds.
memims of the County Board of Supervisors,

bmlloers ripped into .ey historic portions - *Distrlct loa~ed tom t y eot
the Hasaler Health Home complex .ear Unde puialty of pm~u', Cattier stated
Idgewood Road and Highway in Sax. to San Mateo County Sperior Court: "When I
Carlos. filed my original report with the District, I

Bulldozing Hassler =ay 'e~l have was contacted by Ma. DGlovanni (then an
constituted the 'desecration and dest:.::,z Environmental Resource Plannr with the
of invaluable cultural resources,' according Dustract} who was vry concerned with my
to Dr. Robert Cartier. Cartier is a historical recommendation regarding Preservation of
expert, origina.1]y hired by the Midpenvis.ia the main complex. Ms. DiCAnvasmi stated that
Regional Open Space Duitrict to eva .,Ato anz! it was the District's intention to demolish
report on its historical importance. His report those buildings.... It became very clear to
wal required by federal aw in order t% toc .. re (continued on berk pag)

Let's Vote Together for Local Control
Unless vcu t.sve reas.2. t- % t(

wise, Peninsula Citizens' Artior. Lps
vote for the following candidates: T l,. -
flo Sao Mateo County Supervisr, c:..
Barba for Director of the Midpens...a pe:.
Space District, and Becky Morg&:. ! r
State.

Our justifcat;on for recnrn-.en.,ng
these individuals is detailed inside. At hve
dose what most folks don't have the time,
iscliwation, or opportunity to do. We have
examined their records - and we examined

t:e records of most of their opponents. We
i.e ! aith these candidates, snd with most of

ti' ir opponents. We candidly discussed, in
uet al. our concerns and goals.

For Lacal Crmel, Dive sity
If you have read our previous irsues, you

have a reasonable idea of 'where we are
Conlm' from.' We want local community
control over local issu. We want a reapoi-
:ve government that supports individuality

(Comtalsed on back poge)

Arlen Gregorio Slips in a
Building Inspection Resolutifi
by Jim WarrenN

A resolution with our names splattered
all over it was introduced by San Mate
County Supervisor Gregorso without any
notification to us. It created an ad hoc
citizen committee to review building inspec-
tion practices in San Mateo Coumty.

He 'l'hlght We Woeld o In tersted?
Altlou the resolution had this writer's

name in three of its first four paragraphs,
made additional mentio of our editor, was
originated in specific respomse to Advocate
allegatima, was dated September 12th and
not introduced until three weeks later on
October Zed, Gregorto never mentionmed its
10re4uctlr to h. lbeset we beei ed it
was a reporter lo the Se Fraastico
Sa5mis calling for our Comments on its
adoptioml

Wham we aked Geiegori how be could
have the midacity to introduce a rm tion

Coietysning us without notifying s,
lamely stated that e thought it was going

to slide through on the cmet calmAe -
= though we womm't be intereted in this

es on wuch we hav expended so much
time and effort.

We WVa0n Nodfied 3m Opp mwe
However, opponents of the resolution

knw al about it.
Leme Roberts, the lobby for te

Committee for Green Footbills, testified that
sh felt the committee proably woukmla't do
any good No reason was gives why bar
comervatim-orlented group woud be inter-
ested in building inpection practce nor in

(contmed oa bee* pqe

Building Official's Work
Is 66Superb"9 Says Gregodo

San Mateo County Supervisor Arkas
Glor called the wor dose by Chief
S Official Paul Schmidt' offa "su-

parb. vogol woteere this strong sp
port of Schmidt's actiom during m Octobeir
Zod Board of Supervisor' dmcuin of the
Countys building lnsectio practices, ac-
cording to an article the Pemina Times-
Tribune.

Gregrs offered this praise of Schmidt
and his epartment's approach, to
impction in the Couety's iimnCnrpmted
areas, is spite of having bean amply i-
formed - through copies of the Advocate
public bearsnp, and private meetimp - of
the extent and variety of the complNts
about Schmidt's practicvs, charicterised by
many as ureasonabl, we v coer-
cive, abusive, and pSeA legal.

Becky Morgom is Gegimolaoepposest as
the curent rac m a tate Senate s".
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It Is sow esential tht am- - ractices,-
apei e~a Mate, gnf
SOMe. At Ineast Owly

smaawof ioats wneas

to 4""bing

- ba

ToI m nsmwo
Can the Board of o a 1 3-4544 and a-ea

Stib*asrAa Uaes an te vpeho - Theym beewed
in adIon to this, aits bom 111 do Dm4a of znporehors.

c .-mty ieermnt c=, ,,.CA ,.-,
ulant, plmm e and I cop *f tae leAe= -te PP a.
4Z0416, Redwood City, CA 946L.

Write the Newspepoe
Pensula aid regional wepopere me stating to pVck up the

etoty of thes building iepectian psttie - so-e-aet. Write to
their editors and a1pra w Coacerns &best the treatment which
the comaty's imancoorated commsate rfetive eom8 ni beidiag
and pi-m issues. The real imus It lucel commanity ciatiol over

ioca n **. and support of bvdidosity and diversity, rathe than
bureaucratic conformity-f o .

Addirs your letters 'To the gdito,' and be o to include
your phose number so they can veify the ahtbetidty of your
letter. You might send extra copies to yaw favorite columnist and
to un. Approprate newspppers icncue:

Half Moon Bay Review
Boa 68, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019.

Beachcomber,
3Z4 Maie St., Half Moon Bay, CA 94019.

Country Almanac,
Box 6Z00Z9, Woodside, CA 9406L

San Mateo Times,
1080 S. AmpbIett, Sam Mateo, CA 94402-

Penisula Timeo-Trihmos,
Box 300, Palo Alto, CA 9430L

San Jose Mercury,
750 Ri der Park Dr., San Jose, CA 9"190.

San Francisco Examisar,
'0 110 Fifth Street, San Francismo, CA 94103.

San Francisco Chromcle,
901 idlom St., San Frainchs, CA 94119.

Vote Yam Opitin, November kth
Remember that Santa Clir CoAity Supeovior lecky Morgan

is ruimng agaist San Mateo County Supervs Arlan Osegoric for a
State Senate seat. Gregorfo has bee an the Doed of Sumsrvisors
since 1979.

Durin Gregorio's tesur on the DearCz
0 Paul Schmdt win appointed Bomb mpectan Super vio, then
given a Board-aproved title to fa Building Official with
a $9,600 lary increase is Ih th= 14 mosthe while bb duties
decreased,
a Building permit fee collections rose from $470,000 to SW?,000, in

regrino's mst recent two Vas, while new building tarts dropped,
Bliding mpection penalty fees received Board apWoval to Jump
from 3-times to 1000% of the regular fees,
e Citatiom for building code infractim rose from perhaps 78 in
1981 to over 580 in 1983 - while the meet aggreuive eighborig
county issued only 144 citatlms is 1983 to a much larger

tction, and
County planners - with Gregono approval - created a IZ00-

page General Plan, complete with about 100 panes of policies to be
adopted by the Board, before they made my eTfort to seek public
input to this masively epemsi've pr .ect, the accuracy of which is
now being heatedly challosged by resldsnta of the commumlties to
which it applies.

utie aum a a a
Three dayse after ~ ~ ~ I b a

committee, the Advca i7 rLktg
10-pre committee
and five "erlgatn sivk wb

OdegorQo ea e aes 'fasl nmmtp
hav only win ou p tfim AGM .N a We
pro.posa adopted by ee"* the ie "
tic hoe to be e free a lis ININNIy beyuiis,
suburban, tract- homcommmila, UaMBe

Broadmoor Country Cub so""i
Biitinam Hills ~md
Palomar Park Zmm XImb
the Sequoia area North VII Oea
University Heights tAMS
All of the Skyline and cosaetade an We Covered by 081y_

La Honda the a"ot cG"o the fSk4t
& Montara/Moes Beach/ OWrama ts me commmsty

We urge residents of P -cadero, Lom UN', KiAp Meathnsky-
londa, South Skyline. San Oregonlo. ad newly u
Mont araMosbechElGrana. to expres their Opinion * h
makeup of this committee to the other County SuP. whore.
Organization rereetativee wUl be choemn flows

San Mateo Comty Development Am.
Building Industry Asmociation
Building Trades Council

and the
Mdpen n ula Regional Open Space Dist.
Peninsula Open Spam Trust
Trut for Publc Land
Committee for Green Foothilla
Sierra Club, and
League of Women Voters.

Groups unmentioned Iiigly hmind, the Cowty Ap4ietwral
Advisory Board, the Coaa Landowners AmocdtiaM - with
members covering over S0% of the had st of- SkYhe the Form
BSweso, end of cose u own Paumi CleizW Acan - -
caued the creation of the ommittee Is th 11M place, aMd wch
now has several hun dr id P suppim"M and gu o ol mB-in
sqppoetem.
Ka& alhoe Cantmmed AbsM - 160

Altbough we ce taimLhere eW e i p i
we wonder why half Of sildse a'mnl ~h it
impection iue are coesermetho a"Tb"j
would appear- at fIs glasnc- f Is

Ics.ion of the Open Ap"ce lmbi, QI 'a: i -

MROSD it an indepfaCM- , m or a omt,,w or be:U= mlml m d'a
restraining ore mhhstmse"
Heawt Home benlim In e fto 2 li ss

Additiomally, ths aood mall n
MROsD property - set am sm4 -f -- - m eithe
violating the County's In m i n cin em
ider the jructin o t 1e 1

However, ltachof a t em.maeif building hspectiem Iatm Ie m obseo
maintaia open spac - bet - o mmUVV bea Ie a f a

=vos of building -oetl@
call a Write, now

Residents who wish to tbhek ,a t the ioerior
might call md speak to Ai-4M1,m l
a .message for her. Ails write he th*8ed a4d eq
Coumty Government Center, Rudwee at CA Y .a and
write soon - before this committ b bun m to raw Tem
Sawye's fence.

And, we hope yo ,,m ospim Visor q M se Ad SINNI

Wi Citizen Inpt 3. AflwUd
To Buildng Inqedoam R, is ?

Loading the membership of the ~ImIdg eetiman psetice
"view committee with subhrban I and fudito
notify interested partiee of It Creato, re do t only way
Supervor Arlen = fal ng to seek deete maity
input. Concerned homewners, property owmes tildere, and
construction worker may be allowed ittle or ao oppertunity to
provde input to the committee.

Gregorio instructs the committee Only to, 'leview wUth
Coty staff the present building Inpection srvce and proce-
dures.' then d-velop recommendatons mod report them to the
Super visors.

The review process is described an beini 'view a sf-
repae summary of services and pocedim ', and 'ma With
buinig im1pectin staff to discas these services and procedu"s

is a permit required fo witte-vshing'?

If you want prime tie f mia a.o thdo dig
committee to be amply poliaed, ad 7m ty ho
extsv rubli tim y ai lp, it h404 be bo pas ho tE
the ret 0 tbe Cmty SepWitem Ouh it. 9W mat

Paimla Citism Adcte, P.OJox 6206 16, Redwood City, CA 940NZpae eZ movembwo 1964
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Peninsula Citizens' Action Supports Tom Nolan for Supervisor

Unknsym have ra to vote otherwoe, we urge you to vote

I-'r o ' he "' a s ', oem of
,~ ~ ~ .- -EU;mado i t Aldo Silvestri, plsseeaite codd conversatons w ith € testo

Freskly, It was a Close chokce - uinder slightly different
cie m s we would be backing Aldo. However, seeral specific
iu tipped i favor of Tom.

TonsKel incommitted to supporting our proposal to place
W go local uingad lan li und m the exclhive

)m%;tl .1v l elie ~ would acieve the same

tows.,Hor ad the semECtlyCN A15V *om" abuscresss. s ba enmet1at111

01%., 6 cUenad ws il -a -

0% m~Uder sues low - is age 7ll~ procticat, i
to ILt - fee6 t thI ely way to achieve ree

Ise w A Itoins - a es& te, mt
mU& = ="aA;C MmrkLAMde dH p -y - outreach

se as aah i m mi unclty to nle Comity
as, bws bm. su!% set County offices in itnt

ommmmlt fom wh iwch 0wme hinpectorn could serve

A"MNO Hls BSidn Offickl's Acem to FSs

by An VWre
I the firet week of October, San Mateo ComstyAsessor

fakml Qi ellformed Chief Waiting Official Pad S that
the Atimmrls office would no loger furs" informatun from the

smss fles, encept wen the building offial i acting as a
p.vty owner's agent, complete with igned authrizat o from the
owner.

rstated that, unde Section 408 of the Revenue &
Tambtn Code, the assor records we confidential information.
O.1, bak some, addiess, nd amessment bdformatam ft available to
the pbc - or to other agencies such s the bulding inpectors.
bformsnl sqllrd to suport accurate and fai aemments -
o ems ting as e footage, number of rooms, dates
ad typs of improvements, etc. - are not public ecord Such
liimatie will e llager be fumished to the building hepecoors -
forms" or afnforally - eacept with written permiso from the

Of come, individuals always have the right to review the
reds M the property they own.

It is ou inpree that Assessor Gianzuian took thim action
promptly after in ware of the situation and its ramifica-
ti. We would lake to praise him for this action, and encourage our
gee&er to keep this in mind the nest time they vote for an assessor.
It's always nke to have a Civil Servant working as a civil sevant.

$1 Zoo Fee is the Asesm
ge sn '3umcl Fee s the anm pctm

Owners of older structures can pay the Building Inspection
office a $2 reoearch fee* to get copies of their records. Or, they
cen loek at mot or all ot them - without cost - in the Asaessor's
elfimand get copies of them for a very minimal copying charge.

w prme =M bi the an f ue ImI as pay a S
%iea bs. be we reo"I sm er wImbeo we suort

lan Voig& e s euehul bhe lm 1c bo acts.
pm@@e - tdo m bes Nor pmW US.

Loa Costal PINK
The Local Coastal Plan rigidly governs and regulates much of

the coastside. It aso extends for many miles inland - far by

the beach protection which most people thought they were Voting
for when they supported Prop.ZO some years ago.

Many of the farmers, growers, and homeowners trytag to live
and work under the LCP regulations are now voicing major

complaints. The County Planin Department . mines'mas
opening the LCP for review, much les any poile rX The

County Planners in Redwood City like what they built.
Nolan is flat-out willing to open the LCP, promptly, for review

and possible revision. He feels that it is not cast in stone, ald that
there ae serious problems that should be reviewed and sdemod.

Silvestri is somewhat hesitant about Ohe LC fee
review, but Is willing to do so If people come to the osprvbors with
justified complaints about it - which many 1eel has abet"y
occurred, reeatediv.

Prectc Pal l avoiontce
Perhaps the most Important capability a Supervisor i n- he

i the ability to accomplish Something while work with dig"
mld often ag groups. This is particularly true in this CmtYs

power politicas, lit strong-arm players rip at county officials from
every direction - ranging from aggressive environmeatalfts, to
land developes, to contruction trade unions. All have legitimate
concerns; some ae clawing and scratching for every iota of personal
benefit, often at the expene of the residents md commumities in
the County's umincorporated areas.

Tom has extesuive experience m workIng with sech power

players. Most of hi background concerns community a g
consensus politics within diverse md initially antgmIs tic Woqe at
a local, state and even national level isee details, elewhere).

Aldo has a wide range of political experience, but most of it

has been within southcoast community and agricultural =eeps He
clearly has the willingness and courage to do battli it the

County's push-w-gougers, but has les of a track record in such
power polltics.

S- beee Ceip
Some folks have expressed concern about Tom's affiliation with

the county development association and the contruction trades
unions. Frankly, we also had those concerns. These concers we not
- issue with ldo; since he has avoided close affiliatios with any
special interest gro1 ip.

We had severa candid conversations with Nolan about als, to

glean some insight Lito his personality ad ethics. Based o these
personal contacts - and, more importantly, on his clea re
during two decades of full-time work in the areas of hums. services
aid community action - we have concluded that he wil exercise
ethical and fair judgement in h

i
s decisions as County Superv o r.

Specifically, we believe that he has not 'sold out' to special interest
groups - net even the special interest grzup composed of residents
of the unincorporated areas. We believe he sill listen to all sides, as
he should, and will tend to make decisions based on fairness mld
reason.

We are also convinced triat he has heard our concerns,
understands most of the issues, and is supportive of our positios at

a basic, philosophical level. We believe he has a strong ias towards
local control over local issues, and strongly supports diversity ml
freeduom, rather than an autocratic bureaucrac).

In no way is this meant to imply that Al would reaptmd any
differently than Tom on these Issues. We have found both men to be
ethical and responsive individuals, equalUy concerned about providing
fair and responsible representation for al of their constitueats.

Peninsula Citizs' Advocate, P.O.bost 620616, Redwood City, CA 9406Z

Tom Noi
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GMrep tespofle to Homeowner 2S

No Help, Lens Action, Possible W;hitew

by Jim Werre

In ou previous Wsue, we One a major,

tiwo-pz report of mm meeting with Covoty
Illpt o Aries Gregoro, weardwe the
h¢eowne concern* we have bae raiing.
We Wst out of our way to deal with Art"

fairly. We did our best to support what we
hoed would be his efforts to correct the
isequities we reported.

Oeguto's ONy rsponse was an -ff-

-9111 c Wlt wase

LAW" OMm Uome AlMe
We pointed out that homeowners were

being cited for perhaps-illeal construction
that was as much as Z0 or 30 years old -

often ao the tax rollUs for decadee. We

recommended that such older coastruction be

irrevocably "grandftheed in' - - except

where there was a cler health or safety
hasard, or significant. documented neighbor-
bood complaints.

Arias's resvin': He prsd a citizen
committee - delav

4 
in irs formation uitil

after the Novemter 6th electionrs- His

committee is hbeavly biased towards the

bayside's relativ*Iy new suburban tract-home

communities, building trades groups, and -

for some strange reason - environmental

groups. Ares's instructions are that it i to

tmer its recommendations only by meet-

with the very county bureaucrats about

whom so many have complained for so Ion

he didn't suggest any pubuc input, what-

soeveri
See other articles regarding this building

inspectios practices committee - - which

islude the basis for our alleging that Aris s

re was *passively covert' and a 'poten-
tilwiewash.o"

lrcensve lema & Penalties May Be ns.al
We pointed out that bind permit ees

were provaT encesive. For instance, while
the ComIy's one and only plan checker made
les than 13,0' plan-che ck fee collectios
exceeded SLS2000-

As, the Board of Supervisors - with

Oregrno as one of its members - had raised

pn ties for building code violatio from a

2.wes penalty to 10-times the normal
permit fees. They also raised the ceilig on

those penalties from 51,50 to s51,000 -

S3,000 on each of four required permits.
And, they indulged mn a bit of Double-

speak - renming what had been the 3-times

*investitive and penalty. fee' to be the 10-

times investigative foe - - both clearly

intended to be a penalty, amply ilhntrated by

the discumion when the increases were
adopted.

This language-modification is compara-

ble to the 198Z change it title from "Building

1pec tion Supervisor to 'Chief Building

Oficl,' with virtually identical job descrip-
tioms and a slight decrease in dties, but a

salary increase of $5,887 within two months

Arlen Grego at meeting with PCA's Jim Warren
p1 tro bi fen Surrer

of a. earlier $3,681 salary increase - using
public funds, of course. This was another
action adopted by the Board of Sups during
Gregonlo's tenure.

Sb ,&wed by my otb same t

Ar] s's respoie to this ledger domairn
The committee was not instructed to eval-
uate fees and penalties, and it almost
certainly will not evaluate the Chief Building
Of ficiars salary.

Pamtts Wtbe t Due Proces of Law
We noted that buillin penalties are

being collected without any j'udicial hearing

or preterme of legal process. Propertji
this cam, moesy - is being demn uinder
threat agaist home and property and without
my process of law; an action expressly

- "* the U.S. and Califor"'i

DUetn 3mach & La e opb m Rqmt"d
We eplicitly asked Arlen to urge the

District Attorney to perform "due diligence'
a" hsue a 'leg opinione regardg the
defensibility of sau penalties ,=d the

cty collection procem, specifical ad-
cosmtl -tutsonial JsV1 2 any

state stattutes prohibiting srvice fees that
we clearly excessive.

Now, *due diligece' and 'legal opinion*
have an exphcit meaning to any attorney -
and Gregaoio is a lawyer. And, we made it
clear that we, also, knew their measnings.
They require diligent investigatation of a
subject, mid a formal opiniom regarding legal
ramifications, possible jeopardy, defenaibili-
ty, etc. The attorney Mutng such an opinion
may be liable for adverse consequences
deriving from Inadequate research or failure

We asked that Ariks oeabt@a a Impi
- fee the C*=t'5 wu tl

U for the fit of
a.rlo.eted reddato - the aon popl

Swom the l00m pinalt fee
Aries' rormIl T1110 .4i be

aid - with head sligtly apes
omewhat averted - was that he hAd
be District Attorney if the fee mels i
mad had been told that they ww. Thb b a
or cry from performing due i es a
ImA04 a legal opinion. He kiw it, od we

knew it.

Prolslit Above of Ainnom Raerds
We pointed out that bindd e

had prowled tlrough amemor r cemrda

frany possible violations, - ima 1hel
decades-old violations for whichl citat h
been issued. We said that the prectin ba
been stopped - perhaps temporarly aid only
by administrative action after lod pui
outcrys. We asked that Arles th
Supervisors to adopt specific uidtehue for
use of ass r File, with pealtie for

abusers.
Arle' response: The committe? It was

not :,,sructod to address this hue, either.

Scree New Staff, veloie Cur Staff
Given the widespread complaots of

arrogance, coercion, and disepect by some
County staff, we suggested s'ebe a"
staff who will deal with the public, and
evaluating staff who come in catact with

the pubL'c..
Arias's response: Same moig, meat wre.

We Raild" OtM Imam
We asked that policies be adopted that

would avoid buildg inspectors u
by vindictive neighbors and i sr

feuds.We asked that targets of "compla i t"

alxng Wad ode hftctia - who
could id up p e to uans os scs p . l as i s

excessive Conau"CWi-c cosva, teas
and vi~!.t1 - at least bave th le t to
know" their accso . .. as is wm dr
criminals, who we geamally paimd fai
les for mub more werimo aimes.

We asked that build6 ftecties

priorities bes set p,. compershi to the
pricritiesti;r law enforcement met by the
Sheriffs Department - who me rvely
on or west of Skyline.

Response You know the refre a, by nww.

We asked that build codasebe e I
to local community needs ad deires -

allowing commoo-eme wmaiatios between
codes applied to crowded, tract-hosme sub-
urbs, an codes applied to the dftmK rasul

and mountain homes.
We asked that criteria be spec d for

replacing a Chief Building Official W oaka
significant, provably false statem to the
pra, the public, and his superiors.

Response: Zipt

Attorneys: Class Action Proposed for Excessive Building Fees

OK - all you legal beagles out there,
listen up: San Mateo County Is charging
buildmg fees that groesly exceed reasonable
fees for services provided. For instance, in
the last fiscal year, they coUected over

SZSZ,000 for 'plan checking' while their one

and only Jlan checker received less than
$39,000. 4fle new construction declined.

building fee cnller~ions rose from ices tha'.

5470,000, two vears agi(, over StcZ,00
last fiscal year.

AdditionalIv, the County hus Collecte"

well in excess of S100.000 in penalty fees for
building c- de infractions. Though they are

called 'investigati" f-es,' they are clearly
penalties. All public testimony surrounding

their increase from 300% to 1000% clearly

discussed them as penalties, charged as

punishment - to be collected under threat
against homes and property.

cbel are collected without any judicialpoess e law.-

If the County had simply admitted that

their penalty charges and collection practices
w-re questionable, and offered to refund the

ex,--asive amounts collectebd, we would have
tapepn this no further. However. this response
is simply unacceptable.

Qumoti- Are thee any tmced
attorneys out the willing to take this --

porbap as a ciam acti msit on a

conmimgsy bmis? Would you like acces to

the competerised PCA receds- of 1,200.

teaiy who have bee cited b San Mateo
CA~V for every pomble - al m1siscule -

- v i o la t o n A t r e b l e & N O R @ V, d W
Taxaion hoisuotsbTsito Uttim Rere

One fial poit: Comty buslWt4 feeos
only applicable to the propesty owee in the01

countyes nincorporated mres. They were
adopted by the board of Supervis , som of
whom received the majority of tLh '060" that
elected them from the UbmicOrpimoted SMu,
none of whom live in the oniscorreted
areas, and none of whom e sub1eC to th
fees they are cha ri .

There was Tea Party is Boston, a
couple of centuries a/o, over eatly this
ind of thing. Maye wi tism fo aior Tea
Party, thn time as the wat oe Wm
di nt d nesp ove r m mu "in

Wi e etam 'ae sus i M -

Noweeshee, 196

Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, P.O.Bos 6Z0616, Redwood City, CA 9406Z Noveber, 19"4
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State Senat
Morgan vs. Gregono

Det Decky Morgan and Arles Ceeero have SewmoeO leer,
WM arm as a State Senate tp for NovOmber 6h.
M O n 6a Seata Clara County rvins; Oem s her

e p tin $an Mate. CAesTy.
Theya close on many bmns. reaiag from envbonment and

edmaties, to transportation d toxic wastes. owever, some
distinct dfferenes srfaced in tbeI October 3rd dehate Is San
mato,.

nwoaw4 mbna E&Wcthos,
vioim, Thnpr ate Toxic Cuomo

Becky Morgan served five years on the Palo Alto scbool board,
end tonot school prior to that. Based on that practical experience,
ab is pushlng for effective improvements in oducation. These
incse tyin salary and tenure benefits to performance, and
uppeding requirements for teacher credentials.

After receiving a Stanford USA. Morgan served two years as a
vice president of the Bank of America, responsible for corporate
loass. As such, she has experience dealing with financial matters in
a responible ad busines-like manmer.

As Chair of the local Transit District, she has pushed to extend
BART from Daly City to San Jose, and has proposed a variety of
other transportation improvements.

As a Santa Clara County Supervisor, she led the way in
creating one of first - and strongest - local toxic cleanup
programs in the nation, a program that has served as a model for
state programs.
Geepre Zivmm, Polliben Zxefsc

Ars Gregoro s a lawyer who has spent his last twelve years
as a state and local politician. He tends to highligbt environmental
interests and counts bis past eight years experience in the Senate
among his strong cards.

A graduate of Stanford Law School, he was a Deputy City
Attorney in San IBrmo for eight years and in private law practice
for twelve mwe. He srved two terms in the State Senate, and has
bees a San Mateo Coumty Supervior since 1979.
m 0 do Simo, tons

ot candidates have taken active stands for safe, clean water
_d agaisht toxic wa te. Each opposes the peripheral canail - coe of
GOe- DeUMQia pn t ' 9081ro 6a16 This oppositio is significant
in the c f ofechy Momgn a Republican.

Themy equally favor BART and Caltram impeovements, supprirt
togb er law enforcement, and oppose rent control.

The Demmm

IMe a tly oppoes the me of eminent domain condeamation
01 to sres pIopoty owners to ive up their lad to the lfadnmoula

Die.tict, and is wiling to inrodmuce leislako-

Do, wa so mwl commasoit to such restraint, Siyft that
\ Pbas 0e8mtkb sbtUM he 4110, bat that - emaatk power

were 8d for tck ias roadway quisitiom - whic was
ciesty me the qnstiou.

Merpa supports Pop.37, whch would establish a stat lottery
to belp fhnd ed cational program, ad perhaps avoid the necessity
of a tax immeme for education. Gregorio opposes it.

The Lein Can" PeS
Eacb coastal county in California has adopted a Local Coata

as Pl that rigmol restricts what anyone can do in these areas. In
Sen Mateo Coty, the LCP ometies reaches all the way to
9Yliml. Numerous coastal famers power, and lad owners -
smely aware of the LCrs ramificatkas - a" desperately

a review of San Mateo's Coastal Plan.
Morpa favors such reviews ad reasonmd improvements in

Goegaei has been unwilling to support calls for such review
and possible modification.

-eegori. - who reportedly voted the Democratic party b-se
well over 90% of hi eight years in the Senate - a unwillig to take
a stand an the reapportionmiet initiative, Prop.39, saying that it
could be faier. Repulican Morgan mpgrs it (amd has not served in
a pary-orieted legilative body, so has no 'party liae record).

Th0 Advocate notes that - say time it wants to - the
legislature can create a 'more faik' propostiom and place it an the
ballot to allow the voters to replace and fix any P op.39
imperfection - a fact generally igmored by both parties.

Peninsula Citizens' Action
ENTIRELY SUPPORTS

Use of State-Permitted Building Codes
and

Building Inspections
that Focus on

Legitimate Health and Safety Issues

Advocate Supports
Becky Morgan for State Senate
Partially, this is a recommendation for Becky Morgan. We have

examined her record m Santa Clara County, somewhat, and have the
ipesothtshe is energetic, respnie patceffective,

a wiercise financial prudence In the State Seate.

And sadly - as is all too often the case, these days - am
recommendation is partially a recommendation a tai n o-b po
poment, Arlen Gregorio. It is all the more saddesift - that we
actively supported Arlen when he first ran for the State Sianae,
about IZ years ago. However, this time, we have takes a much
closer look at his record n San Mateo County, and find it pmly
lacking.

By his inaction - and sometimes by his actim - he has
backed a bilding inspection department that has more tlms Anmsild
Its fee colectimns while new construction has declined. Tbb Amdied
voting for more staff and more equipment when new hIldng 6 at an
all-time low.

He has been unwilling to open the Local Cema etm for
review and possible modification when many of his coutbatsof wh
am under its repessive control are bitterly compdlamm a its
exceses ad inequities.

Dy inactioe and lack of committimet, e hai effectively
mipported the threat and use of eminent domain to
force unwilling residents and property owners to live up think lad
to the * Open Space District.

His introduction of the building inspection practices ommit-
tee - without appropriate notice, loaded with unfak b10a- bias
and instructed for obedice - was an inept action and de"at
response to the problems that have been amply documemted It
simply continues an intolerable status quo.

Ha public support of Chief Building Official Pod Suhmidt,
who's wmki he has praised as 'superb,* m ie costest of forming a
committee to review Schmidt's work was completely imepropa .-

He has amply deo rated that be ethr demft bi to
mew er dom'thvet U will to fLey --- effectivle "pmme am
of in cnattm - isead of a few special teset.

We dmavve better in Swainent. - sod we beave thio Backy
Mra can do better than Ari Cagormio.

The Peninsula Citiscm'" Advocate
a publicatiou of

Peamla Citizems' Action
P. 0. Box 6Z0d16

Redwood City, CA 9406Z
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Editors/Writers: Jan Sutter, (415)85

1
-7b10 & Jim Warren
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.eannie Ditter & Vondrs Doherty
.raphic Desigrers, Millbrae, CA
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Peninsa Citizens' Ac rlint. PCA us an action group founded to
pursae the goal of local commmNity cotol oer iell
commimaty mox based on mass datribution of informatiom for
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action that is practical and effective.

PCA io supported by voluntary donations. A subscriptia
will be entered for eac a person donating $10 or moe to
Peninsula Citizens' Action. Extra copies are available upon
request.
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nui thrust of what we w

oin siinm ~ da violations) 4nMV e~
vik..i. Wereo looking far the ape of
11tam that could he Wle-he .
Th wrw bey statements by W W
CoNMty ftVbemental MA.,nagme S ~keet
Peal eaig at a 7ue, _l83. smnwtry
mee 8 of resldents rate er what mny
felt w"e pnmly exceige buildiag wiseimi

dttins md penalty fees.
sm. Mateo c ty bud over I"

lNu dcitations to its i t r
ildinsts 163, and about 330 in st s 1*

se meathe of 1984. Is coma Santa
Crus County - the moet a 4reesoias
county - ad only 144 IM3, altbosi
theL hive a much larger uni"corporated are

m ai y iT more unincorporated residtts and
homes.

Koenig went on to say, "1 would hke to
se an operate reasonablv. If we don't-
bring It to oeW attention."

We encourage readers to examine the
facts end them offer their candid comments
to the San Mateo County Supervisors, County
Governmment Center, Redwood City, CA
94063 - and perhaps send a copy to the

Res o e ... Tempolray
%e me.t;'.g at which Koenig made

these comments was also attended by Chief
Building Official Paul Schmidt, who operates

under Koenig's supervision, and County Super-
visor Jackie Speicr. Thereafter, community
gossip indicated that excessive building wi-
veiil and citation did, in fact, decrease -
- for about six months.

There was also evidence - from
several directions - that Koenig halted the
practice, puud by several inspectors, of
comparing bulding records with i
record citing construction for which

-ba-ltding impection records could not be
found - even if the construction bad been an
the uaesmor's rolls for Z0 or 30 years.

7*11 19 cmunty POOP isina

Uft asPPeeIt retma to ressel,
Ca\ there was s fartber community actiost. And

by early 1914, the excesses were agai s
major ,umject of local convereaftm
lfltratif n Numerous resides M -
coum i to individual County Syrvno
but nthing F11ged.

01-1 The dtstimi counts, detailed here, prove
that there ws no effective redactim is the
level of enforcement. Their aipt n
arply imply how may were flag t. De'
threateein violation.

Sisce the Supervisors refused to act,
"T Peni mla Citizen's Action came into exist-

ence n the lst available resort for pursin
a poari solution to this situation.

'U-" M the Law
Is smppePing the leyel of buildin

citatkm, me Supevvmor has rpeatedl,
entoned, 'We have a responsibUity to nbobid
the law;" a statement equally applicabie to
exceeding the speed limit by I MPH and
spItting an the sidewalk - in those commu-
nities bowh dde edks.Chief ldiftng Official Pau Scet hmi

repeatedly stated that he is only enforcing

g D Cnn gh mrevews rd tag no. 651

the law, and implied that his citations are
concerned with issues of health and safety.

PCA zeroxed over 1,Z0 citations, dated
1950 through 1984, from Schmidt's records -

prsmbypublic records, just like police
recodsof other cited violations. Here is a
preliminary summary listing of those cita-

0Ihae$4?O000 to $872,000,

Schimdt took over as Chief Building
Official in 190. His citation books contained
only 18 citations dated 1980, and 78 dated
19i1. However, by 1982, be had pushed it up
to 244, and more than doubled that by 1983 -
- up to 519.

The penalty fee - collected under
threat againt home and property, and
collected without dim pocess of law - had
juped from 3-timas the regular permit fee,
with a coma of SI,500, up to 1000% of the
reular permit fees, with a ceiling of SZ,000

By Schmidt's own annual reports,
•etwe of bilding fees jumped from

0~f,000 is 19 to over $7,000 in
1963-194, while w residential construction
dopped from 11? units down to 109, and new
commercial construction plunged from 5Z
urnits down to 13 mits.

Yos De The Judge
See how the bulding inspectors have

spent their time - and limited public funds.
Find the most ridiculan citation - the
lting includes citatim for sliding doors,
shoe shine stands, fsliponds and treehounes.

Most certainly, ther are some serious
violations. And, some of the cited violations
could be ife-theatening.

However, most of the citations appear
to be a far peater threat to homeowners'

I iSL ons ???Ntw l~ts md ~U m
thn e concrne with theeAb t

or health work that
Wureacrats" Jomwhle
depatment Lato a County profit eea41g.

apear ts___teb 'atio kam"thee "•a

The list includes 1 citations I m
mad 154 citations for reooflai
repairs, often done by profeml
companis. It includes 2.0 citat
repairin or replcig siding on homes.

It ldes 40 citat min forp is
much of it oan remote rurald e a;
farms and ranches. Altboug thrlle a"
several cams of clearly abueive padln'. cm
you imagine each farmer having to o
the county's endless build in pemit labyrinth
every time he wants to do amy signiflant

inad ver 100 citations concern larage

conversions; several more are for inlerior
remodeling - heinous crimea where the law
must be enforced - and penalty fes must
be collected.

Caveats
This is a preliminary listing of PCA's

copies of Schmidt's red-tap%- The listing
almost certainly contains some inaccuraces.

The tags were incomplete, in numerous
instances - - often having incomplete
owner/address/city information, and rarely
havmg zip codes. Thus, some of the streets,
cities, and zip codes are undoubtedly incor-
rect. Some zeros copies were difficult or
impossible to read.

The one - line description of each
violation was excerpted - on the fly - by
the temporary typist who was enterg the
data into one of the PCA computes. It was
summarized from what was sometimes sever-
al paragraphs of hand-written and abbeeviat-
ed information on the original red-tag. As
such, there are likely to be some lacciracles
in those summaries.

Format of Listing
The following red-ta aremirted by the

words describin the vi. The 5ildigt
number in parenthesis is PCAs10i4esma
sequence number; PCA is amply peepe ar to
prove the existence of tbese citatf.es

An aw after the number bimle that
the citation was is Schmidt's two whin of
active, uncleared citations. The fact that
there ae active citatiom that m the end
four year old - some for major veslkemi -
- implies that either Schmidt is 11 is we
enforcement, or sloppy in is zecd"=4tegl .
or both.

Those with a "c" after the mmber wer
in his third volume of citatim that b been
cleared - often cleared by payment of
extemive penalty mad permit fees.

Following the parentbessz d m m r d
letter is the street name given en ths
citation -- which might be the mailag
addrem of the property owner - than the ip
code, and finally the date of the erighns
citation. PCA deleted the specific e or
box numbers to avoid embarraiment for the
owners - altboul the realemt
sbouls be borne Sy the County o/Scils who!
have tolerated and conti to defed this
situation.

County Building Inspection 'Stop Work Notices' ('Red Tags')
1980 citations: 18
1961 citations: 78
196Z ctationc Z44
1963 citatomo 589
1964 citatim: 330 (through 7/94, projects to 566 for year)

active redtags: 874 in County books of uncleared redtags)
cleared redtags: 412 often cleared by paying penalties, fees'
total citStiouc 1286

Znd dwelling nit c:tations: 1
trailer/mobile home citstions:

roofing citatios: 154
siding citatiom: ZC
grading citatitons: 4'

2nd notices: 13
3rd notices: b
4th notices: Z
5th notices: I
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Fo ommo Sense on Open Space, Elect Coninie Barba

We be"e you mim ttIU your fri nds tn San
Cerle sad Redwood City to usport Connie
sebs for thm MipialInula Regioal1 Open

W Disrict (MROSD) from the 7th Ward.
te twelve years, it's time for changes on

the sovess member board of directors.
Serbe wil briag fresh perspectives to an

1 = is a ag overdue fo a shakeup.
h ,3ar0 &1Is also a pensosa friend of
1 oe mat, curent board member Dick

Si shp.
Lately MROSD has been in the news

with alegsatom of lan4-grabbing tactics and
hig-4aded see of eminent domain condem-
matlon, attempting to force unwilling proper-
ty owners to give up land desired by the Open
Space District. For example, 'Open Space
District Candidates

' 
Dispute* accuses the

current directors of land-grabs, in the San
Jose Mercury of Wednesday, October 10th.
"Peninsula Open Space District Doesn't
Please Everyone,' voices similar criticisms in
the San Francisco Examiner of Sunday,
October 14th.

Bill Schumacher, Chairman of the San
Mateo County Board of Supervisors, has even
been publicly quoted as stating that the Open
Space I)Istrict is an *elitist, arrogant'
organisation. The articles provide abundant
evidence implying that Schumacher's charac-
terization may be accurate.

aerbs O e Frced AqUksitioU
Barba is adamantly opposed to the Open

Space District's use of eminent domam
condemnatioa to compel people to give up
their land, sch as was the case ia aquiring
the Hassler Health Home near San Carlos,
and more recently forcing the Jesuits to
relinquish property in Los Gatos at a price
which some allege far below potential market
Vlue.

Pmbbc Ve of Publc Lands
U elected, Barbs intends to push for

pester pablic access to the lands held by the

Open Space District - an agency originally
ceated by the voters as a Parka District. She
wants more and better trails throughout Open
Space land&, the installation of restroom and
drinking facilities, and a serious and effective
effort to mit,imize adverse impacts on
adjacent property owners.

Cotue Barba

Oe District staff member ted the
Advocate that restroom and *bb
lities are spec-fically se prOVided I Iet
MROSD ld b Distrt po e,. lehi
somewhat suprleain considering the meest
potential health haxzarda, so rigse -4!
dressed by County building and bs.&eheff
ciaas when they occur as private fern sod
ranches. The hasards include
possibly polluted stream ad 1-a6-
and creekside bushes in place of reefre .
Hamler for Calitna Use

Barbs vigorously objects to the attempt-
ed bulldozing of the Hassler building comldes,
a demolition that would cost taxpayegn a
ckuarter of a million dollars. Instead sh is
siding with the Arts Council and a wie reas
of other cultural groups in supporting am-
ler's use for a variety of cultural fumetram in
an o n :pace setting. POintinq Out that morepeope •trend cultural events than spomrts

events, Barba supports a full range of mee for
the already-aquired buildings, including ma"
by artists, senior citizens, and others who
have cultural Interests as well as enviroamen-
tal interests.

She is also deeply displeased by
MROSD's massive expenditure of Open Space
District public funds for a whole battery of
attorneys, obstinately contimung their at-
tempt to override a court restraining order
that currently prohibits them from further
destroying the HMler buildings.

These are the reasons Peninsula Citis-
ens' Action urges you to support Connie
Barbs.

Praise fr Co4my Soeyse s
And while we're at it, we would like to

applaud the unanimous stand takea by all five
San Mateo Counity Supervisors favering a
more reasoned approach to MROSD uses of
Open Space properties, whic have been
purchased with public funds.
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Baysideus Limitfte Car
per Family, 60 M Day

by Jim Warren

peee, Apri 1, 194 - Citing traffic preoblems and

poflsties, the fowtr visee have a ted8 a t o m O or
ee for each fasily =ivins the crowded heyslde comm, ,-es of

the Sea Feacisco Peninsula. The p orle nauy te.,

Coty'e Urban Planning Department, : paces a rtt of 6miles
ge r , family, according to Urban Planning Dirctr Goliath

Even families with in-laws or caretakera will sot be permitted
to have move than one vehicle, for it would exceed the maximum

capecilty of the fragile bayside roads.
Artbhug its name Is the "Couity" Urban Planning Department,

he Departmant only has jurisdiction over the incorporated cities
md tOwns within the County.

The residents of the unincorporated areas will not be affected

by the propoed regulation.

The notion of restricting baysid* residents in this manner was

fist miggested by several coastside environmental groups. Rolf

Puni. Executive Director of the Coastoide Larzd eserwvers Amsocia-
tim, said, "We feel the beyside should be less congsted and

polluted. When we drive over there, we don't like the ugly smog and

eless traffic jams. This regulation will make it much more

beautiful and peaceful for us when we visit there."
Jimmie Worn, the pontificating publisher of the Peninsula

People's Pablum, used two paragraphs to say, 'We approve."

SVq.ported by Geens Hil ey
Lonie Roame, the lobbyist for the Committee for Green

Rills, also voiced her organization's support for the vehicle and

mileage limit saying, "After all, what good is it to have green bills if

you can't gee them because of the pollution' As my part of this

worthwhile effort, I have already put my DeLorean up for sale."

",00O far Increasoed Survefano
To enforce this and other County regulations Planni

Director Hail requested $79,000 to expand his burpection staff and

eMqipment. This will include red lights and a siren for Chief
tion Official Mary Smite's car - equipment which Smite

asked for ye ago.
Smitea ipectors will be encouraged to do door-to-door

inpections. This will, of corese, include walking up driveways and
- oig in garages. However, Smite says, Agrssive surveillance is

essenial t we ar to protect the public from theee erk health
end safety hazards.*

Iqrvismus sffwt Smite
lbs Coutymperisors quickly supported the plan. Justifyn

beir support, one s. 'We have son graphic evidence of at least
14 pop driving in this County without permits. After all, we took
a Oattoupbol the law.0

Wvs ,m inm t ljeca t F- aelam
One cynical observer noted, 'It's easy for the County

Suervisor to vote for something like that. They we cai

pen palty fees that are 10% of the cost of the vehicle, so it wil
gunerate lots of money for them to toes around. And, they aren't

even subject to the regulations they're iove .
lo Invetigating this, we found it tins. All five Superviom lve

outsid the permanent juiidcation of the Comty's inspectors and
velicle ordinances.

The preceding is satirical fiction. Sadly, it is disturbingly

comparable to fact.

County Pan - quest Community
Input to Plari6rough 2000 AD

A now General Plen haa bea popo for San Mae ,
se conmts of which will repda.e &U NOiWiL--e.
-w into the list Ceatury. Fer od umaete Pa WE I mq g
the Planning Commission have aboady occur-ed; pase aqind
revisions of the General Plan we scheduled to be complte
20th.

Written input to specifically requested, and appears to b, ie
fair consideration in revising thie pposed Plan - It lam u
difference. Here we some questios in which tim
Department staff we particularly intereeted:

Perk a Recreato Rsom
What are some issues affecting the acquisition and dem!.,.

meat of additional park sad recreation facilities that IM
addressed in a General Plan that coven the next two decades?

What impacts - positive and negative - are perhshvb
upon surrounding area, and on the park access corrdors? m m
the negative impacts be lessened or neutralized?

What role should Federal, State, Midpenlnsula Regional Open
Space District, and other agencies have in purchasing, dsvslepbma
and maintaining park, open space, and recreation facilities Ii tj
County's umincorporated areas'

What a uld these park and recreation facility providers do to
coordinate their efforts in maintaining - and expanding - onr
facilities'

(An Advocate addendum: Should any, some, or all of the
publicly-owned open space be open to public access, or shoul paisic
access be denied to some areas? Should those areas open to putlic
access be publicized! Should public service facilities sumch as
water and restrooms - be provided?)

What other policies, regulations, restraints and incetive.
should the County adopt, relative to park, recreation and open space
facilities

"

Visml Quality
What problems of rural site planning for new coustrction and

for remodeling of existent structures should be regulated or
addressed by General Plan policies?

Under what circumstances ahould design review of w
construction or remodeling be required in a community, ad wbm
should it not be required? What kind of desiagn review shoud be
required?

How far should scenic corridors on each "i ov iau-fly
interesting roads be extended to protect views? Whet bW of
regulations and restraints should be applied to the prope, tyd
construction m those scenic corridors?

What other suggestions do you have for County podes and
regulations? What restraints and incentives would ym s " Ow
maintaining and/or enhancing the visual quality of S" Mates
County's unincorporated areas?

Hitmrical & Aschowog
Are ther are or facilities that should be d far

designation as a historic district?
What restraints should be placed an the uses of bd rk

structures?
What other regulation, restraints ind cntivN weid 7am

suggest relative to historicl and archaeological topkess to be
inc-uded in the Courty's General Plan?

Send yo r suggestions --d comments to: General Plan Pomectl,
County P.amung Department, County Government Center Redwood
City, CA 94063. You might aLo send a copy to sm at the A1; a.
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-Letters Vh)pinions from oft~aders-
'w d s=A edw POW p 0 boo we hd we im ~ A a aobp.

AWimo-imm inrseem I. reuqcmi'sb ft Is emsbf dot we
-mf -umo mmrilim bi of.. thee arte flrn a voub

to noe eesmne board of Supervioare a

Nse 6"ild46 and Sneth solartese" t1at16.

We Si,. to "a umeieepeted or". of ai Fert, 6e Met*.
V ea" hmes eatered f ree a o m a er her aeeat

frm the affile aed USeIth Departents shat A. m being
vetoed bp POMeula Ctiesft' Adee~te.

We 1hae, me ajecetlm to regalmn of a rammsse "ature
beegopt be all ltiam to the 0n"mepet"d area.. newevet,

We &Own a41 ,embold &be palat wthere we feal we are livieg Mndel a
oap-r p eration .ini mar"eeeble roqwAromem".

we n .1*. She Ad 6ee Cemite that to beIft termed eha
Sbe a agLhe-miat annitte bet ele raprenoting "a fair
e Is" of ath ailtiam is all the saiaeerporetl eres af

It &a rogreu that we teel we mat rmiS ameamp"m heeawaa
at -A- bmell ith the Cmiity of Sea ObIte. and Shee

La ee-er tf ear of retaliatien and hrsme.

ofl no goo e s tines maiaderperated area, will. Meael
!No- the attutede Of the .araaa members at the Board of
&wpgrvioet a"d react accordiagly at the poling Place.

?benh 7'= tor 1Wu conideation at ~a eee~ a. we teel our
beean ea tineess my be is Jesimerdy.

phl we also betAg ta you attention t"at we olseo smie PrepeY is
Sa.Clara C amd have doe soo ceideraole wart nde their

buldtng permi. ad heve sever rue Let.. &SY Pretlem teat aPPear
to be so preomiunt in S&a Pae CMAnty eAildeing ad 8ealth DOpart-

met..t

-~ ~ ~pumto ofy a b isnCO fo le teb fte wi ssdLb
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-Letter8lnOpiiol 
from 4e~aders emle

be meo MMN mln ihw i n ae~ to ses" ... Tbe prouam mW trmc -embeR: Get Owe __- 1-a we
~~~~ af~~a "%n ynmelf bybs m (Urw) 54 bar a, ike MO w1111 aem .

'4sr .4n. L~orraws,

X~~ruiioad pigs** fInrA Check fog twenty 6011&8 9 as 6
salsoelipttads to MA. ems filly In secetd *It% "11%
y.sa a trylilg to eccoulpigft. and wish YOu lus111. 1
9-sal4, Ik e to roviroA you. hollsVeC, that 70,A arS, 010i-
Ifil *It% s "stocked deck that you. youself helped
w'195f Into erlateftce.

Tow "sal' exsats .oosae or Proposlttos 13 Mlthe
everbeewlrq art -.'enc* of' rro.nvtron-geftellt" Illy

tlis Smrae club, 5ra~'p' fottlle etc. and supported b'
poople Ilke yourself. sn ateo -cunt:,. elonlr %!th such
2f the State, rolled alone 'sireiw sar tlhe ban. or of
socin,' the coast - Po lI!Irq as It 4ldn't cost eesythivn -

in *ftent a frre luncwh. Nnw the chckons save room hose
to rst. gtwir orvi an lan-I nn O.pert'saits era stetteA

Withi Sierra Llub sIppn"rter5, ens' they 'avo, no Intention of
tharsin. as you have '13 nd out. In *"act. you or* deat-
Ing wttlt extroeIets end zealots -Vuch or the ti-le.

In roard to your PI.A, you ore trying tc ..o a jo*0 job, tut
I eptect a doible *~Aro swore. Ylou rail wGein~t the pian-

ners, but :,ou -%v'W the protoes of kylan 5ro~orio - the only

one you soy, w" aIl listen to you. Loll, sh~y showllr. t he?

lo's the -inly an& In tint :sng who Is currently runig for
office himself. ", : h,. t:, rextind yo" that :ireCorne, over
true ?,*or*. has '-eat snp' t .e w'!rst :f'-'ere in the seen-
cr10 -hise% you '. er ba. and hs conasist""'.y onjo~ed Sierra

Club. etc.. ou-port o.ver the years' :n e'Oect, Is. has cor-

trituted to voir p-bla. Nlow, you sey he In the D-ly one
iil'. wi1l lipten.

Ic3u1A continua, t t :think you Cat t!%* , :In'~t. 1 0111 'sot
siun sy name et t*1n tie, iLeecuae I do rntt care to be adedna
to any plansura list. It would be 5'eond the resources of
you.A peper to eze-glna the past activities of' the Goastal
L olmilec-tom. If you enijay horror stories, you vadd find
then In obvi~ence at that leviel, any of thee perpetated
by your f'oraer friends In the blerro Cl.ub. reon FoothIll..

bo spite of It all, we we still member of the Sierra Club. First
of all. we heiv. a deep coacee and affecticas for oar mfievlomnt.

it i edolwtto bring aboatt a return to w l from the

we me __11= =A eeply eft4m& to Noe m Lboy people
dotyk ek ter. *wbo -att, to a maflbm of

"o~ ke he oi to tabs -ni hemee andland, mod
ft.ey meob mammtm Ihe weto to Seml bWGMoatiC

an ei or mte tam e 8 ~ m
~qeeopam to~m - ti fo an e ath- ione do qekwritim

e~ Getle Natimal Receatie Ae, del %r the
am Ns oepsi spueC tha t bto be mm lht slstU e All of It

Allow OWN ft tha pe: - hie moe bohek h m id l owwwemmtim
here Gs, pmwenlm.

no Seek bert-ike me Is 1abea to this anw themi
of M SA am ml Work itil ek Is I M.m0 - Viso
hewf UN& Onl bemes her", Wile wink hwer =A w - re

-we poesily the real martakea Im tums LE We VA10=1 bee,
ce Sic Ito m-om, we for ito Ineu mad wGlle, =A =Mlimly

ohmm u its amet--m~ whitine It Is a weinted ir.
I s wo we meat ohmee the bliee own on th -ie to earM

f eof eke oawiligy.
T11111 -- - mti-oo e a m t, b wo e Ask owe

coeiast rewu ~qdZ -it e"s"t Wil t& elff me mad
eqin to poltect it ad Coe fall it - we myt theemtmt-
hIe. They are dmeply tie powOn-playwe, mumel wo gpm theli avwe

Is the beas mld political olbee of Redwood City Ml Lin Altos.,
bgt eskt to "emp lbtomfrmbel.

'fhoMlmwitommctahst we theeI w100 1&0 bw - wlic, day
in mlds "T out, pelt eim fforts am losoesa ho matotatto =l

-- ati eqo ekm nw do it at ow owexo for
tm ow imt, afial, tas ... tothe ewwwmmt foEmlloss

limlo ml mrvicq - die we take coe of the whsiers die their
pie of aeeIes I the process.

bELV 4 alve ber, we the -mp win revmp ha E the

I was ceacarned that the~re eightmet b4, a #I AdWeeoto oboe. gp
beheld, theta It was 1 t ait el a O P.O. box. Harpr!

"of It cover to cover as I did tho first, sod felt the fie eae
attain this rabble rouser. (Louly Metaphor for a La 108ada PotSldeet.)
If I coo predaco copy. let so kow.-I's a Writer sad w11i189 to
offer gratis service.

teo ouys art doiag a great job--sesty stuff Newer Oefewelege is
Pr1st.

Off of a, soopbor and onto0 the coach... A5 Couple of good broatfast
places art Duarte's is Pescadoro (soon oalettes &ad a filty/Coll
atmosphere) and Watch Joanne's at Pillar Point itarbor. [l lreoge
(were suburban but srtill dcwn'ioee. huge breakfasts sad free Coffee
In thick, white osg% while you wait for your table).

**erfn poice protectn " 0 trfi Got olLt those Crate'd
eCtorCyc lts0 o f f o f SkyIlon eand014d rfF* beoca'the6y ' taIla se w Ith lihes
ino the hillsides: where's a cop woe yow "*ed oo*9 Let's Post

sig;es atAl: Slice dICA state the ftueb*- of jerks wMehv bowi to"
prt of Ih "adsape. ase a runinsg tab ow ga0. 10ev pheO19
61.# resident$ aLcense to [Ill Fools'

s-e Dci ice prctecticr' hcly. ad7y Moreally. I see & shOfiffas
Ca' out berC maybe tw!ce a yea,. 'Isis saNe, was differoat. due
fvs

0
u fireb.ug. And C1those twe oft*O'ats ee assally

te tag weoilSs deeed abardoved. vou*II lowe this: Lest year.
the slseriff camo wandering tisrougts. sark1"§ vehicles as abea4defled

aod instruct ing the tow truck Id ow1ng behind Aie to take 'ea
sway. ourrvs. was one of the unfortunate vthicles-einittedip.

not opeable but net abandoned. Viles we got holes free el and
S5 the van sisslvg. We Cal led the towing coaPany sald asked wh1
w:W w~roist gIV#" a chance to respond to a ticket. fhe tewliag
Company told at that the sheriff did try to give as a cbauco to
rospoad--he knocked on oar door. but-.srte-a eme was howe
at 2:00 Pil on a weetday. And off went our was.

"other Incident: We had scee crazy aeilbbers liwiag &cross the

s treut free vs. who got into a screeeing fit o RightO
threatened to kill each other, We celled thet sheriff "Welated
for a car to arrive. Two hoars later. With we jlgs ef a petrgl
car, we vent to bed.

Catch those dangeroas abandonsed Vehileis:

0aco again. thanks for your efforts. I'm looking ferweel to the
next Issee. anid have enclosed a ssbscriptloe to help Wse1 It
foots. (Wish I coold afford acre.) Thaats alse for aerasgieg
the La Nea setiag with Toa ale--l'all caset

(Dpalsd) It's th tl no OR dog.-
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Beware! The General eIP ro.CbSM
The Planning Department to Continuing it&a er-~Id5

~ -theprposed new General Pies, - that
%ad aestan a" of the Coenty's m corpoated

bee npe WOO A.D. - stamPiag to & IM-rops oon-

T7e now Gemers) Pla will apply only to the liet
me" of the County, about "% of which ae on of west Of

M bhll of thi blic* hefang have been held e vsY
W.siaT -" terOom in distant Redwood City. All meetings an

ubhc d byINthe most Minimal of bueaucratitc c i ft
_t daljv to the news media aid some of the -te---sted

rema with days or, at most, a few weeks' notice.

~ Don' Zen.Whome They'*e Going
Altog th Couty Plawwei promptly define a scheodue of

S dat ad tightly scheduled what could be discuied In each
mow those ever-eo-pOfeasloril, experienced plennee

can't seem to fill out their schedule with locetion informatk.
Thia, of course, makes it difficult to publicite meet ings

allow for adequate c',mmmityl Organizing, but that's OK if public
i t is not really bew4 sought - if all that is desired is a facad Of

edequste public Input.

a Don't D Knew M to Facilitate Gew narlt
At most of the hearings, to date, Planning Departmn t saf

peatedly used up significant time telling the PIMin.

have mins e and the invited participants - what Is alreay

published in the General Plan. Presumably, the COMMles0onanS end
Participants have read the few chapters that the PU=ing Staff

permit to b d cussed in each meeting. ThOugh several tiper,-
pants - ta osr_ some of the Commissioners- have raisd this

s ,so faz the PLarning staff have continued to waste the Wobbly
nadequate time that they have sche4uled for Public input.

ten participants must t there for three hours in oe to

offer Z-4 minutes of testimony mn a lock-step, oce- rOund-Utsh-tae

presentation - with no rebuttal and no discusuiocl
And the people who are organizing this and dicta its

ertio have the a-adscity to call themselves profesional pl45f5 !

Wht is saddrning is that the PlaMing Commissiners, so fan,
,- lhave politely accepted this Inefficient sham.

Own Apia, To GOta SpeVk OUt

- if voIf want the hearings held in times and locatila t r

yeaso bl -ceible to the residents of the Wes for which the

niana we being made tell the Planing Commimsi what Wast.
ogca locations are tiescadero, La Honda, Half Moos " T.70=

Kings Mlontain. College f San Mteo and - if they have facilities
r t- Sky -da. Logical times ae -10 p.m.

U you want "Oveiete notices of the hearingsdswhes eli

NI advance - that inclide such ususinformation as the Mck -

ak fot it. 7%we is absolutely 90IMLSC h
6@wal planners ca~nooles out the abe-

. -. wth -oation information, asd publicize it monthe aa e -

Just like My oth significant event ... such as p -nshe
bom now me the ZIl COMRY.(NiCalnd write to the Planning Commissioners tot th n

SM Mateo CoUMty P1lng CommuMni*
41C )ty G 6overn41t Center

Redwood City, CA 94063
(41 5)3,63-4161

It might be useful to also cop youW letters to the Dowd of
Supervisors and to us, here at the Advocate

-

COMWed ftim praseo pW
No ia m...u Wes~em e ta-INoaM ="f .NMU

sie, .WM Wmm *we Or b- .. msdw)
j~j mawed w ~ w  

-ma.1

"- -" ,,m - ism'mm "n.si
en -~ u-

' '  
Cjml.t-.4

awww an

us" -. s - --

a Ws, WW a --- go , =s %si s4

'"- 

.... ." -

"10. U re _e 13480, w4&M , I V --W

S, _."ow .- -"

."d M11c UM '.4-

UNa5 t V4%-5V

-- -- tleiI..4 L l!l-

0a111ed on s tf p0 s)

-WfdDblct
uk Our "lutmed ApPMrOh"

I lie p nr mer. 6 deis tha D&e hwomae ad

eseted . Stsltk m o ess ble f or em tb ey de Is awe b MIi .

I S P t tih lfte sd e p s b t et ow t e to ti 1 .

Lass tin inst -0.

lNord 6Ui4elmmle Ssg1ssl

reprinted with permision of writer

"it n - fw fortun o we bare ho uh t h of os"
the coir to past on paper the thoughts of mmy.
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Support Community Action
* yaw donation to peninsula Citizens' Action will help

svpport 0ffectsve organization. communication and action to
obtain local community control over local commuity action.
Donrs will be placed on the mailing list to receive future issue
of the P ~ Citimes Advocat.

name

~mailing__ - -- _ _ _

addrss .

city ________________state___ ZIP- -__

(optonal) bee phone -- work phase

ZacloSo. pee find the following donation:
)SZO wM willlbarely support a fair ba,,of PCA'sexpense

$50 to s tifsc7mtl t FICA's activities
S12b &II0M o tLW O;ZMay. building pnlyfe

S1t$ v~m:arv a a tualow dos9 to this Important

C I iP isnt afford if, 4-yate anything. buat Please piece me

an r~)I Onwi ist. ortance of panned FICA research ad
at,"aateat, 91a

poiicies & oridinances
anwopen space, paka. recreation

-road%, bgways, trasportation
- DU - twctic., traffic costrol
- odb - tces

scledi ta educatiain issues

----------------------------------
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Additional Supevl s rmation

Tom was raised is upstate New York, holda bechelero' and
east"' de*gees from DesMiolse College and Colgate University,
d b n othe master's - is Divnity - from Dudo Univei.,

No ered on the staff of U.S. Senator Phillip Hart C(idZ.:mn),
was Chairman of Virgia's Democratic CentrlI Committee. and ra

umpeccesfufly for their House of Deleatee - the cotmterparl of
Calfaos State Assembly.

No has extensive experience in orglnizin commumity and
paltical action, and has generally worked in me" relatod to human
and social service&. These have Included Dirtectorship of the Social
Development Office of the Catholic Diocese of southwest Virginia.
establishing the city of Roanoke's first fair boimng proopam, and
oraising community participation among iner city residants.
Further illustrating this social concern, he and his former wife cared
for seven foster children.

Like the majority of the west coast's residents, he saw the light
and Moved to California about six years ago. He became the director
of the Growth Policy Council, a coalition of business, Industry, and
labor aroure primarily concerned with issues of strong economy,
houlng an transportation in San Mateo County. The GPC became

of the San Mateo County Development Aseociation in
tunber, 1993.
Tom resigned as GPC's director to run for County Supervisor.

Aldo Immigrated to the United States from Italy in 19S6,
became a citistm in 196Z, and settled in Pescadero, where he has
been in agric lture and small business for fifteen years. He is
married and has four children, 18 to ZS years of age.

He has been invu*v-d in commmity poltics for srme years. He
served seven years on the La Honda-Pescadero School Board, five
years on the Agriculture Stablization Board, four years on the
Pscadero Town Council, and two years on the Board of the County
Fair. He helped found the Agricultural Advisory Committee that
provides input to the county on issues related to agriculture.

At the County level, he came in almost-third in a hotly
contested County Supervisor's race two years ago and se ved on the
County's Planing Commission for three and s half years.

neckis Gu dt by Amociatio?)
Silvestri has the backing of maverick preaidential candidate

and former Congressman Pete McCloskey, current Conpesms Ed
- Zachan, as well as California's Bob Naylor, all members of Silvestri's

Republican Party.
He also has the endorsement of the San Mateo Times, plu the

mayors of Belmont, San Carlos, Foster City, Redwood City, South
Sa Francisco, and Woodside - communities with which the Cosmty
must work in effectively addressing a number of county-wide inues.

Aldo has repeatedly made the point that he has not .ovot nor
('N. does he have the backing of any specltt intere orgeminaestm or

presre pvUka.

0% Nolan has the backing of Assemblyman Lou Papan and former
Coigressman Bill Royer, plus County 1u1er011o-s YiT Schumecher
and Anna VLoo - with whom the new Supervisor will have to work,

C>' closely. These are all members of Nolan's Democratic Party.
He also has the strong support of the Growth Policy Commcil,

the San Mateo County Development Association, the Central Labor
Coumcil's Committee on Political Education, the National Women's
Political Caucus, and six of the county's newspapers.

Points of Ageement - More or Lam
Both Nolan and Silvestri support the creation of a sports

stadium in San Mateo County, the construction of a county
convention center, and the building of a 4-lane Devil's Sbde Bypass
that is hotly supported by many coastside residents and property
owners, and equally hotly opposed by environmental groupe and other
coaatsiers.

Both are m favor of extending DART into San Mateo County s
far as the San Francisco International Airport, however Nolan would
like it to eventually circle the Bay, whereas Silvestri would prefer
that it terminate directly into the Airport.

Nolan apor-ts funding for community groups that may offer
abortion cLiasg as part of their services. Silvestri strongly
osooses abortion, 'because of his) Catholic belief,"' however feels
tAit funding of groups that offer other services in addition to
abortion coumeling should be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Want tApertents?
Act Ifftantly !

By the time you reed this, it will be too ite to give lut

to the Comty Plaanits Commisners v modifimi-
the '&ad mit ordinance that prmits small sprfteea te Se
and/or' l ized in what umed to be el81l-fmllydwelllnga.

whet? You have a major Iterea fi this Mes but did's
it was coming before the Planning Commeison a second tmn. ifter
a first hearing on October 10th? Aren't you aapried at tbpe PI
Department submitting something of widlespread Intet t e
Commli oners without amply publicizing the issue a the
opportunity for public Input? Yeab... we aren't surqiediq h.

We stumbled into the October 10th hearing, wle of dh
County offices on a different matter, and offered commens ut
believe reflect widespread Skyline and coatads prefereees, Iut
much more input is needed.

We P Local Zed Unit Pronm
Perhaps the most major point we made was that there eiulvd

be different Znd unit programs for different local commisles,
rather than one rigid, county-wide conformity.

For instance, Ladera would like smaller maximum sisee ad n
tandem parking. Other bayside communities want tandem
and the current size limits. Coastsiders in lage, sparsewlfy
areas - particularly on acreage-sised parcels- pe It
want any parking constraints and perhaps desire larger Ise limits
than are appropriate for the crowded beyside tract-home suburi for
which the current ordinance was clearly designed.

Lealizing Eintent Units
We raised other issues, pertinent to legalizing already-built Zad

units: except oversized units, allow more than one "Znd" unit if they
are already in use without neighbor complaint, allow plastic
plumbing, and prohibit examination of the main dwelling eacept It
the circumstance of a clear health of safety hazard.

There are a multitude of other hidden gotchas, but -

usual - the planners didn't plan for nor encourage adequate public
input and discussion.

Big Imme 2ad Units in sm-Rl Areas
The current ordinance allows lad units only in RI-soned areas,

primarily the lot-sized tract-home developments. Everyoe koers
that there are a considerable number of 'ghost units" Milely Is me

in the other areas - generally the acreage-sed SkyieMt
coastside parcels - and many non-RI bouseowners haewetysmn a
desire for t.hem to be permitted and leg sed.

Yet, the Planning Department has been dragging U mt n

this imsue for about a year and a half. And, every time itostmao up,
Lennie Robert c: : .1i;. for Green Foothills - a Ladera
resident - rushes up to the podium to ecitte shat o m
second units will overload the capacity of the SyMeoinddo
roads and mfrastructure".

Is there anyone on or west of Skyline who beives thW This is
the same person who pursues almost-dall lobbysin fMa par
and more open space on ad west of Skylirne - "ii& ws t esay
overloading anyone has ever een of the area's reds .a beiltas
And, it's not from Znd unit residents; it's from bays"e visitms.

It's tie to dsmam thn 11b bm"tMy faiamn sMomons-
tim hw pb noel ml pefeeef -Ilsm be W
from furtuh

But, County officials will only reject Lemnie's Farce if these I
widespread public outcry, and demand for expansion of the Zd mt
program to all of the County's unincorporated areas - not jus the
crowded R-I areas.

conct Couty
Since most or all of the hearings before the Plning

Commissioners end October Z4th, and they will make thr
recommendations to the Board of Supervuors, interestd citlti
must now contact the Sups:

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
County Government Center
Redwood City, CA 94063

(415)366-4

But, you must act, now. Otherwise the Plaming staff will jamb
their notion of proper living down our throats... again.
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You-Wnft A04
io tlaming used items are for lde in

eeet" Skyine area from Jim Warren, 351-
?L Sae will help umderwrite research and

ofd futue isues of PCA.
Mslmi k. Full-site wooden desk.,

mm e by Stamford University Pree. Some
have ftk wooden typing stands on one

dofapferenmty destigno for Guteaburg type-
wutem Gamaine ink stains by Stanford

Va matuswe desks. Full-saze metal
dea&, a mod by Wells Fargo Bank. Tops
rubed be wealthy Aeave-owners. Some have
typing smmida sl ded for random retrac-
t6& Some have left - and rlfht - returns,
deiod " for "your spoce .' S V50

&tVa~ CbsisMe Some armless, somefuayeemd: 1. $50.
daS.Ic t.pe lr. Several wide-carriage

lM C. ecl¢ns Selectric typewriters. Several
mOr that mWe fUntiouaU'i identical (uBM
achbmisme) in European ]5I covers. 15%

belio U10 local used market.
.k*~w & 4.raver oeta file cabimets (plus

funky 5-*awer goodi). All are commer-
clal-rsd' office cabinets, only a few yeas
old. f 5% below the local used market.

Coo Aad glers

wae t

C\Jat-

Ibseww Nme a be" Om
denls 8na -eto 06lnm h
RtWAUNam eSM0L
- Sm 5.mNN LA. Thse

'3AM a %twy fi be had ss a migty
,m C t pck or a oty ma...

Tim b 6ee ui oath emm thmen than
thea mie Vows tnb ddm ad m de
hm he sa me habed by atm cy."

Strnea i a Strange Land,
-Robert A. Heinlein

I Antique Comput oear Fo' Sale
The following sed Item are f1r s41a in the north Skyline area from Jim Wisem%, S11

7075. Ses will help smerwrite research and publication of future issue of ICA.

Alpa Wire e -- , Syem. There we
one or two of thee eceiMt miroprocessor-
based, S100 ts, multi-sear systems. Were the
main systems for 12-14 simultafeolue users,
supporting all aspects of accoumting siedbsip-
tion list maintenance, extensive custom
propammim& typeoettin& etc., for the Com-
puter Faire, the 130,000-circulation Swcon
Gulch Gazette, tha Bueiness System Journal,
and DataCast magazine. Was replaced by a
larger, faster machine shortly before Warren
sold the Computer faire and placed the
rblicatloie in sspended animation.
Thia is a specify-it-yourself system. Minimum
memory is 64K, expandable to multiple
megabytes n 64K increments. Minimum of I
R5Z3Z user/lirinter ports, expandable in
groupe of a. 10 - megabyte CDC Hawk
cartridge disk drive (SMS fixed, 5MB remova-
ble, 15 extra cartridgea available at $100
each). 90-megabyte CDC Phoenix cartridge
disk drive (75MB fixed, ISMB removable, S
extra cartridges available at $150 each). Dual
a, Wang floppy disk drive, that probably
works. Computer and floppy disk drives are
tabletop units, Hawk and-Phoenix are floor
units on casters. The system is incrementally
upgra&dable, as the owner requires more
memory, storage, and periphera.s.
Software includes a very robust operating
system, print spoolers, several text editors, a
text formatter, a flakey accounting system
(that can be replaced with a more solid
version), and certainly the best version of
expanded BASIC available on micro Chaiving
record MAPping features comparable to
COBOL). It also comes with hacker delights
such as robust assembler, debuggers, DSKFI X-
es, etc.
This is not a toy home computer. It is a
mainline computer system capable of support-
ing serious business computing activities.
Many are used in large pharmacy systems,
insurance companies, convention operations,
and an endless variety of small and medium-
sized businesses. It is common to find these
systems rtnnng several megabytes of memo-
ry, and 100-300 megabytes of hard disk
storage, or mere, mpporting 10-30 m.
If you want a seriom computer system, but
moEst of the preceedin was teodo-ihber
fear not - several of the bit it Mio
wizards in the nation reside in the y Area,
all available as consultsnts.
If you know what you want, call and haggle
price. If you don't know what you need, call
for the name of a consultant who can amist
you (fo'a fee), its worth it to the techaicaUy
naive. Minimum system would be $4000 (64K,
10MB Hawk, a ports, I Soroc terminal).

macfacturer. -use system. e8:11 t V O..a
rocesor and 64K of RAM f ON m,Sl00 bus Zl-mqbt "Ii t~m
disk. -nNc cr;r em t~-
for mass storeebechupShu8P
disk drive for tial propam 43
transfers, all in an attrative
streamlined cabinet on cmate mds
user documentation and MP/M
system for four users. EsmtilUy I2e9W
(Thb is a mainframe system; aM terminak
must be added to have a complete eysem.)
Note: This is a sufficiently comple. sY@4
that the buyer should have initial access to
computer expertise (recommmdatim availu-
ble). 1981 invoice price: SZ1,000.00. Per as
(sans hand-holding for the naive) for 81000.

Weird Dataiac Compuem. San Jose arme
manufacturer has moved or is out of hiseem.
Single-user system computer, keyboar, &Ws
a" Iopples, and 80-column screm istepted
into a single desktop case. Includes full CPIM
systems software and some appllcations
software. Used for about a year for text
editing and subscription accounting. Cusent-
ly malfunctioning in creative ways buyer
stauuld own a soldering iron. 1%Z invoice
I ice: S4,787.18. For sale for $S00, with no

Ip from the seller.

California Computer System 30 Populer
South Bay manufacturer. Single-user 5100
system, solid system, dual 8' floppy dimbs.
Full documentation, CP/M, signifit M-
cations software. (lerminal mint h addito
complete the system.) Used for tet edthi
for about a year, was properly sm--
when last plugged in. For oak f" I00.

Teletype Model 40 Prmer. 300 M--
minute chain printer, extra cba, seMi
characters, impact printer, ribbomt blam
in floor-standing pay sound emmoe. Wes
meod for six yea for all pr---n med d thA
Computer Faire, ischenm S0,U-
name mamhnoin, o me ul, l.
whole worwks lor sale for 5150a-

Sedy Sckay S.eQs 12 Tobh . Sm- s
California mamfactwner. S0-csmam W
screen. Sticky lueyboulads, moo have Wmp.
fans, mont have CRT prolems, ma mke- small boat anchors. we o tee st1
work ok. end we in me in mommo.s d
dseastion. Cost $800-$1300, new. Per inlet
S10 for the boat anchoers, $100 for tha men
that work.
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kegthem from beig reviewed by
=V1*M o=mtt0Q. 1. - I"

Pmbm mle PDeanectiks
Tlm utsinees daaae o

the local Phmbers and Steamfttters al,
warn there to make vociferous objecton to
m Possible review of building inslection
practlceo. Tide is somewhat suerising, cor-
diestag the number of maim constructlOR
worker who have bitterly complatned about
many of the current building inspection
eUcVens.

A m
ong other things, Hunter said the

uaot adopt the resolution in
reeponse to complaints from *law breakers.*

Perhaps he is uneducated regarding the
American labor movement's early history, in
which Imequitable laws were constantly bro-
klin daring labor's frustrated pursuit of fair
treatment.

Would he alo suggest that the public
lgao.e *law breaking" strikers who violate
court orders that they feel excessively
restrict their demowetrations and picketing?

We wonder if he is aimply being
manipulated by the embattled Chief Building

Official, Paul Schmidt. If the imbers' union
bee is serving as SchmIdt a lackey, we
wonder how the Operating Tngineer feel
about it. They represent the bhildIng Inspiec-
tors and Schmidt has tersely told thai, lr.cal
flelJ reps, 'We have nothing to talk about.' So
much for union solidarity.

Perhaps its time for rank and file
contruction workers to make sure their union
field reps how they feel about San Mateo
County building inspection practices.

Schmlit~ Wort As 'Sqperb'
In spite of this opposition, the proposalCDto create the committee pasedt unanimously.

Thea, Gregorio added a final bit of
confuslon. After proposing the committee to
examine building Inspection practices, and

g its creation, be hastened to say that he
thot the work of Schmidt's office was
s uperb.* Apparently he has reached his

coac hmn, even though hm own review
nmuittams b't even been formed, much

CNMe submitted Its evidence and conclusions.

In thi Greorl'a tys of 'open
(No mmt, md "tmf - " thet we c-

C\ dem eet oaWo in

Reommded cSndidate ...

(coninead from front PWg)

Ad freedom, rather than a bureaucracy that
commands blind conformity and unjustified
restraint.

We believe these candidates will best
C( smqort thowepsitions. They are not necesa-

r My eal - tey are simply the best of the
cloces available.
We nod to slock Vote

For a long time, couaty government has
vitually igred its unincorporated res-
idents - except for the mual tax bill.
Recent and continuing practices of the
building Inspection office staff, the Planming
Department, a d perhaps sometimes, un-
d~r resefure from bayside group - the

of Supervisors, imply an increasingly
aggr-sive attitude towards unincorporated
communities-

The Advocate is the fhat tool to redrew
that situation. It allows us to communicate
about our common concerns and organize to
achieve effective solutions.

The sean tool is the balon box. If
We - the diverse, highly individual, occa-
sionally anarchistic citizens of the County's
unincorporated areas - measurably shift our
voting patterns, and otherwise widely illus-

trate our community conceryw, the elected
County Supervisors W pay attention.

When there is widespread support for
change in evidence, they are all consistently
responsive. Additionally, most desire to
continue and advance in elected office, and
are well aware that many contested elections
are won by less than a S% margin - and the
unincorporated residents represent much
more than 5% of the voters in San Mateo
Count et us all stand together, or we shall

surely all fall apart.

Saiched fvm wade the babdosm: The Histou Haler Hmlth Haee

me that the District intended to manipulate
my report bT requesting that I delete my
recommendation (that Hauler be included on
the National Register of Historic Places) ...
I subeequently learned that Ms. DiGiovanni
sent my altered report to the State
without the recommendation page . .. "with
her own comments and critique without
informing me of such critique to my work. To
my knowledge, Ms. Giovanni poesessed no
qualifications whatsoever to critique my work
in terms of evaluation.'

mas Oirmated DemolitioN es'
Ironically, the preservation-'.riented

Open Space District received over a million
dcllars in Federal Land and Conservation
funds, then began to demolish buildings their
own expert saud should be preerved because
of their unlqu historical value. And, they
would have completed this anti--onsorvation
ploy, spendin &Imoat a quarter of a million
dollars in public tunds, bad they not bee
stopped dead in their tracts by a court order
from an outraged community.

Rife with Pal
The fight over the Hauler property is

loaded with paradoxes. For starters, there is
the Open Space District ming open space
money -- SZ36,000 for the demotion
contract alone, plus tens of thousands more
for high-power-ed attorneys - in a cokama-
mie legal push to pulverize building recom-
mended for nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places.

There's the fact that they hred
historian Cartier, apparently to prove Haler
had no historical value, only to have him
strongly recommend just the opote. Then
the good doctor claims they doctored bis
report. He says they removed his recommen-
dations, then submitted the altered report to
the feds - in order to qualify for federal
conservation funds.

There's the fact that MROSD sked
attorney Mike McCracken to represent them
about the same time that he was asked by
County Supervisor John Ward to work on
behalf of the groups who were trying to save
Hauler. McCracken, a former Assistant D.A.
for the County specializing in land-related
law, sided with the saviors, promptly securing
a Temporary Restraining Order to halt the
demolition already in progress.

Finally, there's the fact that federal
money was used to build Hassler in the first
place. Begun in 19Z7, it was completed in

030 using Works Projects Agency (WPA)
funds. Named after a San Francisco Director
of Public Health, William Hassler, the
complex was designed as a complete self-
contained community for tuberculosis pa-
tients.

Just why the Open Space District
wanted to destroy historically unique and
valuable structures is up for broad specula-
tion. But for certain, there are a lot of folks
out to stop them.

National Historic Place
Cartier - an expert in archaeological,

historical and arcItectural mattle- s
Hauler qualifies for the National Regite. It
is an fine example of Spanish Coonial ll
architecture, popular in Califoria a 191S
to 1930. Used especially in southarn Califr-
ma, the style was popular in achools, civic
centers and hoepitals.

The buildizg - at least untl Ope
Space began to flatten portin of ey
architectural significance such as the Gnat
Hall - were some of the few remnaftb
exampls of this unique architecture in
Northern California. They typicaly bsoe ed-
tiled, low pitched roofs, archs, t
walls, and openings surrounded by curve are
cast ornamentation.

Comsty -ois it Angry
Mention the Hauler Lada m e m Ope

Spsace District to Bill .
blood begins to boil. Schmacher,
of the San Mateo County B d of " V
m starts by callmg the Op Spase UUrlct-

"arrogant and elitist," and ens Is a ew.
pungency probably acquired Im "hess a
beat-walking cop in Daly City.

Schumacher wants the Opn Space
District to clear out of San Mateo ,Nty. 1e
wants a vote of the people. Tmms"row
couldn't be too soon.

Nor is Schumacher alom in Mi is II
assesment @1 MROSD. Citism l Chsne
and Tom Kavanauigh have nothing but hord
words for the Open Spacer, i them
'land barons.'

The and athben pon to WMWSDirector Herb Grech's 167000 "' plan

S16,000 in expense reimburseet li stW,
and what they term a 'lavihdi e
unlimited tme of expensive proelasia" Ma
time when schoois a parks me Is
from skinktg funda.

It appears that Cartier says t last
page of his report, with the aD-impartan
recommendation for prem rmati.., was hmw-
ingly and purposefully removed b --
Space applied' for and receid t e i.1
million in couservatias funds.

Attorney McCracken has
that, at a minimum, the legality of MROSD
knowingly accepting the federal $1.1 mliUa
under such circumstances is dubioa.

Not only did they get the cormervatim
money. According to McCrackmi, with fun
kowledge of the Cartier repm, the Open
Space people answere, 'no,* to the qs-m-
'Will the project result in the ateratheef ma .
historic site, structure or olject.* n a
required Environmental Evaluation cbeck]st.

Open Space People Rvaive

Contacted as to the whereabouta of Ma.
DiGiovanni, who allegedly modified Cartksr's
report, the Open Space District wis evsdive.
Administrators would offer no Infafoemat
other than DiGiovanni's job title, ad the fact
that she was no longer in their emplymmnt.
They refused to disclose Ma. Diloemft
current employment commenting only tha,
'she was still in the area.'

Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, P.O.Box 6Z0616, Redwood City, CA %406ZPage 16 November. 19S4
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.
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THER R3ADEUR IS RU3FUUtD TO ADDITIONAL IClOVILlR LOCATIONS

FOR TH FOLLOIING DOCURUINTS PURfINIfST TO THIS CASEB

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
September 22. 1992, Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority System.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

3. Certification of Commission vote, dated April 28, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1621-22.

4. General Counsel's Report. In the Ratter of Haforcemeat
Priority, dated December 3, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1623-1740.

5. Certification of Commission vote, dated Decmbe 9, 15W3.
See Reel 354, pages 1741-1746.



#cUt L MMISSION .

Stephen A. Chessin
201 Flynn Ayenue *7
Mountain View, California 94043

RE: MKJR 3692
Dear Mr. Chessin:

On Dlo v mber 4, 19 3 th e ra l ti C i 1 (M r c i dyou cmpain alein crtaiu violatlons of the eea Eetome ClqMpagn Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act'). Iedr lcto

0 llnooIr11y,

• J ' eff~rey o. ,t a

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Coitssjon voted to close the file: DEC 0 9 i g



A. ~

&a at of maey invoiwed were de! ata1S.p.

There was no signlficsnt issuie relative to the other issuespending before the Comision. Zn addition, the events in question
had little or no lupact on the procesa. Moreover, it des not
appear that respondent had a serious intent to violate the P3CA.



~FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSON

WASRe! e-% D 2O4

Jim Warren, 3ditor
Yh. Peninsula Citisensu Advocate
349Sve tt Road
Woodgide, California 94062

RE: NUN 3692

Dear Mr. Warren:

On November 6, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notifiedyou of a complaint alleging certain violations of the FederalElection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint vas enclosed vith that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, theC~ommission has determimeal to exaoisa its proseoutorial dieeretionand to take no actiem ,eimt 55bo ?ei*iiqa Citless, Mvdgoste and
Aordangly, the Coi ne lasirts tile in tie mee.

3#*l f yuS~4 ha e a@n t q ato8 p]en ot€ ea 22

A fyotatanyqesinshlesmcencte t(22

Narrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file: DC9DEC 09 B9



t ts of money involved were de minliis.

?here was no significant issue relative to the other issuespending before the Commission. In addition, the events in question
had little or no impact on the process. Koreover, it does not
appear that respondent had a serious intent to violate the FECA.


