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30 October 1992

General Counsel L r
Federal Elections Commission VY | ? A '_/" p ( f Z
999 E Street NW . "
Washington, DC 20463

Dear General Counsel:

My name is Stephen A. Chessin. 1 am a registered voter in the city of Mountain View, Califor-
nia, which is contained in the California 14th Congressional District.

I wish to file a complaint against Jim Warren, Judy Eaton, and others, and the Peninsula Citizens’
Advocare, if such be a legitimate business. The address I have for these people is 345 Swett
Road, Kings Mountain, CA 94062.

My complaint is that these people are making independent expenditures and soliciting contribu-
tions in the 14th Congressional District race, without having registered as a political committee
and without filing the necessary reports. I have been told by one of your analysts that this would
be a violation of sections 11 CFR 100.5 (pertaining to political committee registration), and 11
CFR 109 (pertaining to independent expenditures and the reporting thereof). There may be viola-
tions of other regulations as well.

Enclosed is a photocopy, at 83% reduction, of an 8-page ‘‘newspaper’’ 1 received on 27 October
1992. Tt is titled Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate, 345 Swett Road, Kings Mountain, CA 94062,
with a fax number of 415-851-2814, and lists Jim Warren as *‘Editor and Political Irritant™’, with
an electronic mailing address of jwarren@well.sf.ca.us. Mr. Warren's phone number is listed on
both pages 2 and 6 as 415-851-7075.

You'll note that at the bottom of page 1 is a box that says “*Paid for by Judy Eaton, Jim Warren
and everyone else who’s willing to support independent, verifiable, candid information about
government.”’ On page 6 is a quarter-page solicitation of funds, and a box claiming that the piece
was mailed to over 50,000 households, at a cost of over $9,550. No where is an indication that
the mailing was done by a legitimate political committee.

Over half of the piece is devoted to opposing the candidacy of Anna Eshoo, candidate in the 14th
CD. Page 2 contains an ‘‘article’’ in support of Tom Huening, another candidate in the 14th CD,
along with a disclaimer that Mr. Huening had no prior knowledge of the mailing. Another state-
ment of support for Mr. Huening appears on page 7.

‘I‘hepneocnlsoconwnsnselfmthaloealraceforascatontheSanMaleoCoumyBoardof
Supervisors. On page 4 is an “‘article’” supporting Ruben Barrales, and another one opposing
Bill Stangel, and there is a statement of support for Ruben Barrales on page 7. While I realize the
Federal Elections Commission does not concern itself with local races, I wanted to bring to your
attention that this mailer concerns both local and Federal races.

While this mailing has the appearance of a newspaper, even claiming to be Issue Number 5 of the
Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, 1 could find no such business listed in San Mateo County. This
appears to be the personal publication of Mr. Warren and others, and while they have the right to
publish whatever they want, when they enter the realm of Congressional campaigns they must
comply with the laws.
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Letter to Federal Election Commission, 30 October 1992 page 2

I would like the Federal Elections Commission to investigate this matter, determine if there has
been a violation of any applicable regulations, and, if so, take appropriate action against Jim War-
ren, Judy Eaton, and/or any others who may have violated the law in connection with the produc-
tion and distribution of this political literature.

I swear that the foregoing is true to the best of my belief. I have swomn to this, and have signed
this, in the presence of a notary.

«‘~T¢T- )/thdy ’
,? L PRS2
S

hen A. Chessin

Sincerely,

Enc.

AREERRERRRRER AR R R AR RER R EERERERRREER R R AR R R AR AR AR R Rk R Rk

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
State of California }
County of Santa Clara }

On this 30th day of October, 1992, before me Marguerite Gregory a Notary Public, State of Califor-
nia, duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared Stephen Alan Chessin personally known
to me or proved to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknow!-
edged to me that he executed same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have herein to set my hand and affixed my official seal in the County
of Santa Clara that day and year in this certificate first above written.

P ' S
Ay < f -
< T O W
Gregory
Notary Public, State of California
My Commission Expires: April 22, 1994
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C s

November 6, 1992

Stephen A. Chessin
201 Flynn Avenue #7
Mountain View, California 94043

RE: MUR 3692

Dear Mr. Chessin:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 4, 1992, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by The
Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate, Jim Warren and Judy Eaton. The
respondents will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3692. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

ry =

‘-4/;_-.,,1,_‘__}__, (\..’:_j-l:,du..«. * JL.&-L &

Anne Weissenborn
Acting Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 10461

November 6, 1992

Jim Warren

The Peninsula Citizens’' Advocate
345 Swett Road

Kings Mountain, Ca 94062

MUR 3692

Dear Mr. Warren:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate, Judy Eaton and
you may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed.

We have numbered this matter MUR 3692. Please refer to this
number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Peninsula
Citizens' Advocate, Judy Eaton and you in this matter. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




Jim Warren
The Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate
Page 2

1f you have any questions, please contact Jeffrey Long, the
staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3690. For
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

,
L. St aata L Gre

Anne Weissenborn
Acting Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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Jim Warren, Editor & Publisher direct line: (415)851-7075
345 Swett Road, Woodside CA 94062 confidential: (415)851-7610
email: jwarren@well.sf.ca.us fac (415)851-2814

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1992

General Counsel’s Office re: MUR 3692, Jeffery Long?
Federal Election Commission

[900 “E” Street NW ??]

Washington DC 20463

Dear General Counsel,
This provides a timely response to your letter, signed by Anne Weissenborn and
dated Nov. 6, 1992, (Friday) and received Nov. 12th (the day after Veteran's Day).

It appears that someone is displeased with the editorial bias of our newspaper and
s to use your good offices to threaten or deter its publication. Functionally, is

sx;s like his complaint asks that you regulate newspapers and require disclosure of
their subscribers. I find this hard to believe ~ even in ﬂ\emseofoommumty advocacy
publications — at least those that do NO/ s p > 2 such as
our Peninsula Citizens” Advocate.

Nonetheless, we strongly support the existence and disclosure
Federal Election Commission and will honor those requirements if

that they apply to advocacy media.

I appreciate the “opportunity to demonstrate in writing that no action should be taken”
against us or our per in the referenced matter. At this time, I do not wish to be
represented by in this matter, but wish to reserve the right to do so at a later
date if I believe such expense is needed.

Questions? Since you have neither askefl questions nor cited sections of the Feder;lo
Election Campaign Act of 1971 that y to newspapers, [ am a bit at a loss as to how
to respond, but will outline some fa:gpﬂmt may be applicable. However -
Reguest: If you have explicit questions, please pose them and we will seek to provide a
prompt and full response.
Request: If your office — as opposed to the complainant — feels that we may have violated
the Act, it would be very helpful in resolving this complaint if you could cite specific
code sections, and if possible, forward copies of those sections. [I assume that you are
not obligated to provide such copies; I'm just asking that we work together towards
prompt resolution, rather than as adversaries - I would hope that the adversarial
approach would be our last resort; not our first approach.]

Here are some possibly-applicable facts, with evidence enclosed:
The Peninsula Citizen’s Advocate [PCA] is a newspaper. I founded it over eight years

ago, in the spring of 1984. Its focus has always been community advocacy and local
government. Our October, 1992, issue was only 8 pages of the 96 we have published.
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Jim Warren, page 2

In defining a “newspaper,” one might note that PCA is closely comparable to the
colonial newspapers that existed when our nation’s founders drafted and adopted the
U.S. Constitution and its Bill of Rights — notably including the First Amendment.

What's a newspaper? Applicable history: The Office of Technology Assessment has
accurately noted that, “The Colonial press was characterized by irregular appearance,
pseudonymous invective, and a boisterous lack of respect for any form of government”
(Science, Technology and the First Amendment, special report to Congress, OTA-CIT-369,
January, 1988; page 8).

The colonial press’ overtly-biased news reporting and political advocacy continued
throughout the 19th Century and into the first part of the 20th Century. Newspaper
articles changed to “objective” style only after the newly-formed Associated Press wire
services needed to make their articles palatable to the wild range of editorial preferences
among the AP’s member newspapers. It was only then that there began even a pretense
of “objective” reporting. Even now, the editorial bias in many of the nation’s leading
newspapers is clearly identifiable in the selection and phrasing of their articles.

Must newspapers critical of government practices register with the FEC? Other
examples of advocacy newspapers that were highly critical of government policies
and /or their leadership were widespread in this century around World War I and again
in the anti-war “alternative” press of the ‘60s and early "70s.

Would the '60s virulently anti-Johnson, anti-Nixon alternative press have had to register

with the FEC? And, please note that only a tiny fraction of our content has concerned
anything except local community and local government issues.

PCA is just one of numerous community and professional publications I founded.

In 1962, I founded, edited and published the [irregular] ADCTM Newsletter for the
Alamo District [South Texas] Council of Teachers of Teachers of Mathematics. In the
late “60s, I founded, edited and published [irregularly] The Free You for the
Midpeninsula Free University. Some of it was virulently political; it was, nonetheless,
viewed as a [nonperiodic] periodical. In 1976, I was the founding editor [monthly] of Dr.
Dobb’s Journal for a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and remained its editor for several
years. It still exists, now published by M&T Publications in Redwood City, CA.

In 1977, I founded and edited the [irregular] Silicon Gulch Gazette - focused on
California’s “Silicon Valley.” It was published by the Computer Faire, a corporation
which I co-founded and later owned in its entirety — until selling it in 1983.

Notably, I kept the SGG and have published it [irregularly] since then - a total of 43
issues since founding it in 1977.

In late 1978, I founded and published, as sole proprietor, a [biweekly] newspaper
that I sold later (InfoWorld). I retained an income interest in it for several years. It still
exists and is internationally known, published in San Mateo, CA.

In 1982, I founded and was publisher of (sole proprietorship) of DataCast [irregular]
magazine which I shut down after less than two years; not financially viable.

PCA began in 1984. A year after selling the Computer Faire and closing down DataCast,

in the Spring of 1984, I founded and directed the [irregular] Peninsula Citizens” Advocate

- responding to community communications needs and the total absence of a
newspaper serving the non-urban interests of the mid- San Francisco Peninsula.

PCA has been an irregular newspaper. Like the colonial press and most of my
numerous other sometimes-successful publishing ventures, PCA has been irregular. |
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Jim Warren, page 3

have enclosed copies of all issues, including the most recent one - the issue that had
itorial u our compl .
The first issue was in July, 1984, 8 pages. The second one did not appear until
October, 1984, 32 pages. The third one was in November, 1984, 16 pages.

PCA has focused on community issues and local government; nof elections. Most
content of most issues has exclusively concerned local community issues and local
government policies. Most articles had nothing to do with any elections; fewer still
pertained to federal elections. The fourth issue was May, 1986, 32 pages. Again, it
focused on local Peninsula community and governmental issues — again having nothing
to do with federal elections.

The complaint concerned our most recent issue, October, 1992, but it was only 8 pages
of the 96 we have published — less than 9% of our total pages. And even that 8.3%
included non-election-related articles about:

Lazy media and advocacy press [no election content], page 1,

Historical observations relative to inflation [no election content], page 1,

Project Vote Smart [nonpartisan informational hot-line], page 1,

Local government policies on affordable housing and a candidate’s position, page 2,
Huge increases in all County Supervisors’ salaries and pergs, including a candidate,
County Controller’s nepotism charge against County Manager and a candidate,
Questionable County Counsel disclosures [strictly county issue],

Advocacy regarding County Supervisor candidates [strictly county issue], page 4,
Advocacy of electing County Supervisors by district [strictly county issue], page 4,
Waste of time and resources at Board of Supervisors’ meetings [s.c.i.], page 5,

Gun control tidbits mentioning both federal candidate’s maiching positions, page 5,
Solicitation of “subscriber/supporter”s to “encourage you to continue,” page 6,
Half page of want ads [no conceivable relationship to politics], page 6,

Listing of some “Topics that interest us,” [not election issues], page 7 and

Three articles about Navy coverups, threats and killing of innocent parties, page 8.

PCA should not fall under FEC reporting requirements:

1. Although irregular and biased, it is a newspaper in the best early American
tradition of that word.

2. Its focus has always been on local community issues and local government
policies — including the most recent issue, number 5. It's focus has not been on federal
elections.

3. Issue 5 was the only one that even mentioned federal candidates, and the entire
issue represents only 83% of the Advocate’s content.

4. In that 8.3%, significant parts of it had nothing to do with any federal candidate.

The next issue is planned for early 1993. I have hopes - depending on
subscribers / supporters — of producing the next issue in early 1993. If by nothing else

than its timing, it obviously cannot be intended to impact federal elections.

Early start-up attempts were unsuccessful, but publishing climate changed radically.
Please note that most of my numerous publishing ventures were unsuccessful, or at
least not lasting — but several others were very successful and continue today - so I keep
trying. (Entrepreneurs consider one success in 5-to-10 good odds.)

After the first three issues of PCA, it became obvious that — in 1984 — there was not
adequate community financial support for an ongoing, non-urban, community-
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Jim Warren, page 4

advocate newspaper. The singular attempt in 1986, focusing on the same issues and
audience, met with similar results - strong support among a non-urban minority, but
still insufficient to financially maintain ongoing publication.

1992 appears to be a better climate for an advocacy newspaper start-up.

1. Increased citizen concerns: Citizens ap to have finally awakened to their
need to remain attentive to the local, state and national government.

2. Displeasure with local paper opens opportunity: An increasing number of
Peninsula residents appear to be seriously — sometimes furiously - displeased with the
pro-bureaucracy bias of the Midpeninsula’s largest daily, the Peninsula Times Tribune.
This is notably illustrated by their free-falling circulation figures. Once a proudly
independent - and opinionated - local daily, PTT lost about half of its circulation in the
last decade. This occurred after its purchase by a national conglomerate that
pablumized its reporting. PTT circulation plummeted in spite of the area growing in
population and being one of the highest-educated areas in the nation.

3. Pending failure of local paper enhances opportunity: Months before I decided to

again try publishing the PCA, the Times Tribune made several huge staff cutbacks and
finally announced that it was up for sale to anyone, on Nov. 2nd. [see enclosed PTT

article] It was unsurprising to those of us familiar with the Peninsula newspaper scene.
Vigilant reporting was a hallmark of the Times Trib in its successful years before 1980. I seek
to do the same with the Peninsula Citizens” Advocate. As a start-up with limited resources, we

can cover only the most provocative topics. In October, almost all newspapers were focused on
election-related issues. And, almost afi newspapers made election recommendations; many

demonstrated extensi itical bias in their reporting.

PCA’s principals are clearly identified. Unlike the colonial press - that feared arrest
and /or governmental repression, and thus needed to use pseudonymous publication — I
have clearly identified myself as its principal in every issue of PCA. I believed then, and
believe now, that advocates should be identifiable — and PCA is as much of an advocacy
newspaper as were the colonial and 19th Century newspapers [overtly], and as are
many current newspapers [usually covertly].

Since Issue 5 was partially underwritten by Judy Eaton, I also overtly listed her
along with me as funding the continuation of PCA.

There is clearly no intent to avoid disclosing principals, although I know of no such

disclosure laws that appl (unless they seek 2nd Class postal classification).

Like most newspapers, PCA seeks subscribers/supporters/advertisers. Your
complainant seemed upset that we would solicit subscriptions and support.

Like most community weeklies, we would like to have subscribers, but do not
require them. Like most weeklies, if we succeed, it will be underwritten by a
combination of subscribers, plus supporters who see the value to the community of
having a communications medium, plus paying advertisers.

Like every one of the numerous publications I have started in the past thirty years,
the initial issues have had little or no advertising. One earns a reputation, then one earns
advertisers.

Disclose funding? Issue 5 explicitly, blatantly and prominently listed the two -~ and
the only two - sources of its funding (as of typesetting of the issue): Judy Eaton and me.
Of course, after publication, we received some number of checks from people who
would like to see us continue - as has happened after virtually every issue of every
publication I have ever created.
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Jim Warren, page 5

Most content of most issues of PCA have had nothing to do with any national
election. As you can see by examining the enclosed, most of the PCA’s to date have
focused on Peninsula community government 1ssues A majority of their content
did not focus on any elections. “Topics that interest us,” on page 7 of issue 5 indicates
some of the next issues we hope to research and publicize — none concern [far distant]
federal elections.

An advocacy newspaper may raise questions re FEC reporting requirements:

1. Do FEC regulations apply to the editorial content of newspapers? If so, under
what circumstances? Citations to applicable code or common law would be greatly
appreciated.

2. If you question whether PCA is a newspaper, please provide ]
of a newspaper in order that we may agree or seek to challenge the dcfuuuon

3. If we are required to file some reports with the FEC, please specify why other
newspapers that carried extensive biased editorial and biased “news” reporting about
federal candidates are [presumably] not required to file the same reports.

I'm sure I could find a number of our subscribers who would be happy to file a
complaint about the Peninsula Times Tribune’s extensive biased reporting on the
Huening-Eshoo race — about which PCA also reported, but biased in the o
direction. Their bias was so extensive that, at one point, their Associate Pul;mr
Fuchs, publicly chastised his own news department about it in his regular column m
their own paper!

What E_é erg.l_lg would apply to PCA that would not apply to PTT and why?

4. If we are required to report ditures for PCA, pl i
our 1984-1992 expenditures should be reported to the FEC versus what portion is not
reportable, since the vast majority of our newspaper’s content has had no relationship to
any federal election.

5. Sumlarly, if we are required to report only for Issue #5, p_leag_smjy_m
DO !o 0 De reported (o the PTSLL hat po cl & of reportable di LHhe

ignificant Issue 5 contes at did not co NOCTT 1€ al elections, bulleted above.

6. Since FEC reporting requirements are tri bry income, expenditure or source-
amount thresholds, please specify answers to the same apportionment questions — both
concerning our 1984-1992 total eammgs and expendxtures and our earrungs or expenws
for Issue #5, alone, recog e n-¢l :

7. If we are required to neport subscnpuons/ suppon reoexved to mocmnge
continued publication, please specify answers to the same apportionment questions.

I am not trying to cause trouble, but — since I contend that our newspaper has no FEC
reporting requirements, at all - 1 do n icit in

need explicit instructions as to how to apportion
expenditures and income, if you require our newspaper to report such things to the FEC.

If our newspaper is required to report, are all advocacy media also required to report?
E.g., Must Rush Limbaugh (conservative) or, say, Jay Lenno (liberal) file FEC reports for
the portions of their show’s presentations that overtly advocated or derided a federal
candidate?

If print media must report to the FEC, then surely broadcast media must also report.

Limbaugh was blatantly biased. Is he required to report his income and expenses -
at least for the portion of his shows in which he advocated for or against federal
candidates? Is he required to report income from sales of his biased book? Must he list
the names of those who purchase his book, or [presumably] send financial support to
him?
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Jim Warren, page 6

Is Lambau?h required to report receipts from his advertisers — some of whom
unquestionably contribute to support his federal political and election advocacy?

It is our contention that PCA is a newspaper [irregularly] publishing information and
opinion concerning a broad range of issues -

. As such, I believe that we have
no greater Federal Election Campaign Act reporting requirements than do all other
print and broadcast commentators and media that address federal political issues and
personalities j

I know of no such FEC reporting requirements that apply to print publxshers or
broadcasters, nor to their columnists or commentators.

Nonetheless, I will cooperate fully with the FEC, assuming we will receive equal
treatment to other/similar advocacy media. But, since any reporting that you might
require would already be contrary to my understanding of media reporting
obligations - I will need specific instructions on the seven points outlined several
sections earlier, if you require reports from us.

As stated earlier, I will respond promptly upon receiving any instructions that you
forward. Note: I expect to be on a trip to Oregon and Washington State from about Nov.
24th through mid-December. If requests arrive from you in that period, I will be able to
respond well before the end of December.

enclosures: PCA#1, PCA# A#3, PCA#4, PCA#5, Times Tribune sale article




bune and nine community
weekly newspapers were put
up for sale today by their
owner, the Tribune Co of
Chicago.

The announcement was
made this morning by Tri
bune Newspaper Co. Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Of
ficer John W. Madigan and

NO BYYER, BT VP fort SALE

TONITY
LEAVES MAT ol 0PPO(- ;Jeoztﬂ CrplT-DP

/v PERINSULA PuIVT

Times Tribune put up for sale by Tribune Co.

Times Tribune Publisher
and CEO Robert E. Wood.

The Tribune Co. bought
the six-davsa week Palo Alto
Times and Redwood City Tri
bune in 1978 and merged
them into the Peninsula
Times Tribune. Originally
an afternoon-only paper, the
new Peninsula Times Tri
bune became an aftermoon
paper Monday through Fri
day and a morning paper on
weekends

Teik

The Tribune Co. currently
wns five other daily news
ers, including the Chica
go Tribune. It also owns the
Oriando s. ntinel. Fort Lau
derdale Sun-Sentinel, the
Daily I" s of Newport
News, Va,, and the Times Ad

ate of Escondido

“With the creation of the
une Newspaper Co. in

we want to concentrate
resources on newspa
5 that best it our strate

pay

9

gies,” Madigan said. “We be
lieve a new owner with
different objectives may find
that the Times Tribune pre-
sents an opportunity for
them.”

Included in the sale will be
the Tunes Tribune and its as
sets and the following com-
munity weeklles: Los Altos
Town Crier, Valley Journal,
Cupertino Courier, Moun
tain View Town Crier. Fos
ter City Progress, San Mateo

6 9 C 6 6

Weekly, Millbrae Sun Lead-
er, Hillsborough/Burlin-
game Boutique and Villager
and San Carlos/Belmont En-
quirer-Bulletin,

Also included in the sale
will be the Times Tribune's
headquarters in downtown
Palo Alto and California Ser-
vices, an inserting and print-
ing company in Fremont
The Times Tribune is locat:

Please see SALE, A-10

Oy 0% €

2

SALE/
Tribune Co. selling
Times Tribunv

o ’)!.“NU[.)'V“‘"“ i

-d on nm-'squarr' blu K ‘wrﬂn et

‘ha Lytton and Everett avenues

and Emerson and Ramona
eels )

sr.ch«)d who has been puhmh;‘

for the past m:n.kz years, add

- is to

u’:g Wt:l new ownership as

smooth as ponlble We will con-

tinue to give our customers eu\

cellent service and a top-quality

.

nr;;?dp;domwd the Times Tri

bune employees during & meel

ing this morning




Wik Rate
I’I'E-nﬂ'

San dowe CA

T o
Peninsula Citisens’ Aoty

‘_‘_'m!ﬂl i - -__.—_,ﬁ_ x B2041 , ». of Caty, €A 94082 —h;ﬁ
- ;\re Building =

nspectors &
Red Tag Rampage?  [eees, <

by Jan Sutter force, San Maves Cossty Bt
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determine.

At a Skhyline-area community

meeling a4 y=

that approximately 170 red tags and 5,
Eavironmental Management Director Paul Koer

meeting

Yet, two m hs later, a
Peninsula Times e article
by Steve Taylor ed Chiel
Building Official Paul Schmidt
as saying that, "on the average,
county build inspeciors lssue
20 stop work orders 3 weeh."
This is more than 1,000 a year -
- mnearly four times more than
the [ligures given by Koenig and
Speier. Schmidt's Building In-
spection Department s directly
respansible lor lssuing red tags.
Koenig is Schmidt's direct su-
perior.

It is worthwhile to note
that the County's Building De-
partment typically ssues red
tags only in the unincorporated
portiona ;z; .gjb; County. This

X
m 14983, :.- 2™
County has its ocwn separate
building inspection departDent.

The questicn is, are an

ued
sbout 12,000 building permits
last year, red tags amounted to
only about 2% of that -~
around 240. This was according
to Chief Inspector Don Lim. San
Francisco has about 96,000
homeowners according to their
Assessor's office.

In Santa Clara County's

ated areas, Building

Official Tom Shih reported is-

suing only about 100 red tags

and approximately 1,000 build-

ing permits in 198). These areas

have 15,000-20,000 bhomecwn-
ers.

Santa Cruz County's Chiel

- ' COUNTY of SAN MATEO

- BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION
", 680 HAMILTON STREET, REDWOOD CITY, CA 54083
s« TELEPHONE 3634801 °

= DL CkNEN B
J. ign ; :
wo. eI

A

Buiiding Schmide
once stated that the were
feputized. Said Schmidt in a
June, 198), community meet-
ing, "Every city and county in
the d States that adopts
the Buiiding Code,
inspectors are

2Ty one.”
r, responses (o
ries of all neigh-
counties contradict
-hmidt's statement. All other
: reported that their
build inspectors were not
derl Nor do they wear
badges. They simply carry iden-

tification cards.

In fact, several semior
inspectors and chiel bullding
officials of other counties were
amused at the potioa of depu-
tizing inspectors. Others ex-
pressed surprise that such a
question was even being asked.

Counties contacted in-
clude Santa Cruz, Santa Clara,
San Francisco, Monterey, Con-
tra Costs, Scnomae, Mapa mnd

Schmidt's 1983 statement
was made at a public meeting in
Skyiine's Kings Mountain area.
The meeting was called by
residents, irate over what -:x
described as excessive
abusive practices by the Coun-
ty's Inllxlrn‘ inspectors. One of
t audience, who had heard
that inspectors were deputized,
asked why. Schmidt’'s response
was, "because they lssue cita-
tions." When ashed how man
other counties had deputiz
their inspectors, Schmidt made
his comment that most inspec-
tors were deputized.

More recently howewer, in
a telephone interview with the
Advocate, Schmidt (latly denied
ever making such a statement,
saying, "l bave mever relerred
to them (building inspectors] as
deputized.”

Appareatly, San Mateo
are
Now,

Above is a "red-tag® or Stop Work Notice issued by the
County of San Mateo. It derives its name from the pink copy
usually posted by the buillisg inspector om structures believed to
have work dome comtrary to the provisions of the hnldmﬁlcs.
Once a red-tag is received, all work should stop umtil aut ized

inspectors
when other county
a simple card sulfi-

Building Official Bacigalupi said
approximately 2,700 building
permits were issued last year.
Alter sorting through their red

tags, they reported citing only
144 new wiolations for all of
1981, even though Santa Cruz
County has 3 much larger unin-
corporated area than that of
San Mateo County. Santa Cruz's
unincorporated area covers
about 21,000 homeowners.

For a comparison within
San Mateo County, the City of
Redwood City was contacted.
Senior Inspector Joha Latora
reported 1,046 permits issued
last fiscal year, and stated llu{
had red tagged "10 or 20 sites.
Redwood City Llisted 11,148
homeowners in 1980. More cur-
rent flgures were not available.

by the County.

San Mateo County 271% 1o 1114% Worse than Others

jurisdict ion® homeowners
San Mateo County

Pexhwood City

San Francisco

Santa Clara Oounty

Santa Cruz Qounty

red tags
250-1 , 000+
10=-20
240
100

144

percentage
N - T8N
A8 - 0.2%
2%

0.7% - 0.5%
7%

* county figures are only for unincorporated areas

Who would have thought San Mateo County had 0 many criminals?




bome. Bud
Tighe Trucking
o, had installed
lights cutside of his
coastside residence.
T ights were criginally
by Turri, who wired
a standard fashion.
he neglectad to ob-
taln the required 31] permit.
and a passing building inspector
the lamps and cited

Taking time off from his
business, Turri weat to apply
for the permit at the County's
Building Epcclwﬂ Department
He was then told that no permit
could Be waued until he prowi-
ded a full set of bullding plans
for the already installed tree
lights.

Taking more time off,
Turrl returned home, drew wp
plans, and once more presented
himself to the inspector’s of-
fice. This time, he was told that
his plass for five lights on two
trees were not detailed
For example, they lacked the
dimensions and distance be-
tween the trees and the project-
ed sag of the line towards the
ground.

he approached the

his occasion he report-
t Inspector Jerry Cleven-
m tersely that under
iz would the
y issue a permit for lights
tree. However
someone else in the office,
sensing a potentially explosive
situation, nudged Clevenger
aside and proceeded to lasue the
The cost for the [five
s came to over 3130, in-
cluding a penalty ten-times the
permit fee.

stances

a redwood

*You can't do that,” Twrri
was told by Clevinger. "To
remove Lhe lights, now you bave
to get a $25 demolition permit.®

At that point, Turri rve
up. He paid the [ees and line,
and kept his lights with minor
modiflications, including chang-
ing from white wire to black
wire.

Inspectors” Right of Entry

Perhaps the most commaon
question asked about bullding
inspectors is: Where do they g=t
the right to come onto your
properly? Below is the com-
plete section on Right of Entry
from the Uniform Building Code
1982 edition. It appears in
chapter 2, page 28:

Right of Entry. Whenever
necessary to make an inspectior
to enforce any of the provisic

this code, or whenaver
building official or his author-
ized representative has reasona-
bie cause to believe that there
exists in any building or upon
any premises any condition or
code wiolation which makes
such building or premises un-
safe, dangerous or hazardous,
the building official or hs
authorized representative may
enter such building or premises
at all reasonable times to in-
spect the same or to perform
any duty imposed upon the
building official by this coda,
provided that if such building or
premises be occupled, he 1

Page 2

first present proper credentials
and request entry; and if such
building or premises be unoccu-
pied, he shall first make a
reasonable elfort to locate the
owner or other persoms having
charge or control of the build-
ing or premises and request
entry. Il such entry is refused,
the building official or his
authorized representative shall
have recaurse (o every remoxdy
provided by law to secure entry.

When the building official
v his authorized represeniative
shall have first obtained a
proper mapection warrant or
other remady provided by law
In secure enilry, RO Owner or
occupant or any other persons
having charge, care or control
of any building premises shall
fail or neglect, after proper
r—:‘uf"! is made as herein pron-
ded, to promptly permit entry
therein by the building official
or his authorized representative
for the purpose of imspection
and examination pursuant o
this code.

Support Responsible Commumity Action

Your donation to Peninsula Citizens” Action will halp support
ol o wganization, communication and action designed to
encourage more responsive and falr treatment of residents of San

Matao

ounty's unincorporated communitiss,

ALl donors will be

placed on the mailing list to receive future issues of the Peslnsula

Citizrns’ Adwocate.

find the [

the Adwvocate’s publ

) $10, which will
1 and distribution

| provide [air sharing of PCA's expenses

cantly support P

. 1/100th

communication and action

f the 812,

A's activities

s OO0

) maximum building penaity

serve as A major donor to this important grassroots

I 1 simpiy can'l allord lo donate anything, but please place me on

the mailing list.

} 1 have a “horror story” about

Please call.
' 1

Plcase make chechs pavable to

inreasonable County treatment.

I would like to volunteer to help with this community action.

*Peninsula Citizens' Action,” and

mail to: Peninsula Citizens' Action, P.0.Box 620616; Redwood

City, CA 94062

Harassment Guarantees
Legal Action

In amother article, the
Advocate left the lssue of
pursuing legal action to resolve
the common problems [aced by
many residents concerning the
policies the County has pursued
against their homes and pre-
ferred community lifestyles.
There s a condition under
which al action will imme-
diately recommended and
initiated:

If there is ANY apparent
attempt to harass, intimidate or
otherwise repress those who are
publicly active in these elforts
at responsible citizen co i-
cation, organization and action,
legal action will immediately be
filed against both the County

and the individual staff mem-

who appear to be reponsi-
ble for such action.

g

Director: Jim Warren
Editor: Jan Sutter

supported by

The Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate
a publication of
Peninsula Citizens’ Action
P. O. Box 620616
Redwood City, CA 94062

publication production by
Jeannie Ditter &k Vondra Doherty
Graphic Designers, Millbrae, CA

This is the irregularly published communication and organizational
tool of Peninsula Citizens’ Action. PCA is an action group initiall
founded to pursue redress of unreasonable and abusive practices o}
governmental n.fem:m against citizens and commumities. It is

voluntary donations. A subscription will be entered
for each person donating 510 or more to Penimsula Citizens'
Action. Extras copies are available upon request.

Prninsula Citirens’ Advocate, Box 6206168, Redwood City, CA 94062
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Fear & Loathingin San Mateo County

Foar and distrast of Cous-
1y guvernmest rums high amonyg
wany idents amd h
in _hmld San  Mateo
Camamt y. iy, they fear Uhe
L ton, Plasming
el th Departments.

One resideat was enthu-
siastically applauded at a com-
munily meeting after saying,
‘People are afraid. People are
alraid and reluctant to come in
for a (permit for al wminor
improvement when they think
their whole house might come
under scrutiny. | think we need
a better sense of cooperation so

ople are not afraid to go to
the Building Department, afraid
that their whole lile will be on
trial il they go in o rewire
their garage or something.”

“The biggest difficulty,”
said another resident,”"is not

that & lot of people are lrying
te avold the Bwiding Uspar-
tment ar the [ees involved (or
the permit. The difficulty is the
tremendous months of harass-
ment, paper shulfling, and
pecple shulfling that takes
place to try and get one item
done. By the time a person goes
through all the agonizing
months of embarrassment, in-
convenience, harassment, Y
belligerent peopie they mect in
the Department, they dont
want te have anything to do
with the Building Department.”

Additicoally, many rural
property owners bave told Ad-
vocate reporters that they have
begun closing and locking
gates — which bad
open [ur yaars — excius
from fear of prowling Co

inspecticrs.

Dining

Stagecoach Has Great Omeletie

Ir

when you're next looking for
e o go for breakiast,
ocodside’s Stageccach Restaur-

ant. They have ball a dozen
different omelettes, but the
really classy one is the Do-lt-
Yourself, where you tell ‘"em the
five ingredients you waat in
their three—egg monster.

You camn choose from

tomatoes,

you Llike omelettes,
=
try

ack, swiss, ameri-
—— $4.95 1o S :5“:"
r from to $b. or
l“ﬂ-—lt-?mll.

They also have cham
brunch, ,md the usual Eaml
unusuall collection of otbher
breakfast altersatives, as well
as full lunches and dinners.

Stagecoach is located at
3061 Woodside Road, at the
west end of the shopping center
across the street from Robert's
Market (intersection of Canada
Road and Woodside Road; quick
access [rom 280). There is no
nonsmoking area. —JW

Reviews

An Exguisite Restauran
wu—r—:—fu

When you are next looking
for a first-class eatery, consi-
der the Bells Vista on Skyline
outside of Woodside. It has
some of the best crltunul
cuisine (tha - means
French c;ot:u')n lny area.
It also has a redwoods setting
that generally offers an ocut-

nw all of the
central

The service is at least as
good as the food. Most of the
staff have been there for years,
and are clearly dedicated (o

responsive, elficient
service a pleasant atmos-
phere. Mario, the congenial
maitre 4' and co-owner, I8 just
nominally amazing. He works
foll-time as a realtor in the
daytime, home and jogs in
the later afternoon — common-
iy runn from Portola Valley
wiosfy‘iuﬂbﬂl—lhm
showers and works umtil mid-
night or 1AM at the "BV."

Attire ranges from blue
jeans and sports shirts to fru-
fru formals, with a slight pre-
dominance of suits and ties.
There is a cocktail lounge area
with a large, cozy [ireplace.
There are four food service
areas, three overlocking the
Bay. The fourth has another
fireplace and looks out to red-
woods and Skyline.

Prices match the quality
ol the food and service. Bella
Vista is located on Skyline Blvd.
(Highway 35} about 1 miles
south n? Skyline's intersection
with the Belmont/Hall Moon
Bay Highway (Highway 92)
closed londays. rvations
are highly advisable; 415-851-
1129. —J;

The Peninsula Citizens'
Advocate overtly and unabash-
edly offers public and communi-
ty advocacy, as well as ful-
ly interesting news. eader

input and support is encouraged.

July 1984

There is also a growl con-
sideration of the possibity of
expanding this grassroots com-
munication el{ort to reach con-
cerned residents in Santa Cruz
and Santa Clara counties.

County Violation Policy

by Jan Sutter

What is San Mateo Coun-
ty's official policy towards
building inspection and wicla-
tions ia its unincorporated com-
munities” Statments made by
County Supervisor Jackie Spe-
ier, and Paul Koenig, who heads
Eavironmental anagement,
last year at a Skyline-area
commumnity meeting give some
idea of the official view.

U | have one word to
describe bow l;ddhh to see us

what we're going afler are
Nagrant viclations. . . . We're

i for the ¢ of viola-
tions that could life threa-
teming. Frankly, if we wanted to
put two or three inspectors in
the field to do nothing but seek
out minor violations, the small
room additions,the bathrooms,
decks, and things built without
permits, that require permits,
we could quadruple the number
of violations in a moath. That's
not what we are trying to do. |
would like to see us operate
reascaabiy. Il we don't—bring it
to our atteation.”

"In terms of commgﬂnu\
here and looking at every house
and through the trees, no, that
is not the policy. We do not
have a systematic plan for
going through this area.”

But many homeowners
disagreed with Koenig. Adress-
ing him, Speier and Schmidt,
one resident related her own
problems with the building in-
spector.

"I think its possible that

ple believe (house house
inspection) is the case. Decause
when [ called the building in-

Peninsuls Citizens® Advocate, Bax 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062

mpector and asked

that my thirt ar

room had hep: cwt
attention, his re "an
there bad b!cnl’:-uy com~
laints that they were *
gum by pucﬂyiqncﬁn..h
this Koenig re e
absolutely gnt 'LP“ of
Department to be

be (the inspector] said

in error and if there b
indication that bhe is dolag

we'll stop it." Why was be
your house, Ma'am?, she was
asked.

“1 don't know why be was
there,” the woman responded.
"but he had a copy of am
assessor's map and be sald that
the addition — the bathroom -
~ did not appear on the asses-
sor's map. This 1 thisk was
correct as the assessor's map
was dated 1935. Later I com~
tacted the prevous owner who
had indeed added the bathroom
and it was added in the early
1950"s."

At this int visor
Speier joined i.gathc %"M
saying; "We've had a conversa-
tion about this particular house
belore. I there are situations
where additions are tem, twen-
ty, thirty years old, we need lo
deal with that oo a different
basis. That iz unfair to the
resident to impose that kind of
s mﬂlliy at this lime. 50 wa're
going to have v come up with
some kind of guideline to deal
with that kind of situation.”

These are the statements
by senior County olficials. Yet,
as amply ilustrated by many
homeowners' stories, County
staflf are not following thess
guidelines — with or without
the sanction and knowledge of
Speier and Koenig.

Page 3




by Jim Warren

@@lan for Action @g

Many gopl« ited for bullding wiolations kaew it might happen; hoped it wouldn't; and were not prepared to deal with it when it did,
Some

e now spest A year o more researching, studying, and
members of the Board of Suparvisors. Approzimately hs.oog e

the Peninsuls Citizens’ Adwocats.

A way to remedy much or
all af this wituation that wso
many feal is so unfair and
inreasonable has been farmula-
tad. [t's a straightforsard lor-
muala:

L with Others

oin with other respomai-
tle, reasonable, mature citizens
of similar opinion, to share
iaformation, provide mutual
wapport, and organize affective
action.

t t Coumty Action

bmit a set of reasonable
solutions to the County Board
of Supervisors. They are (be
decision-makers who are® uil-
mately responsible for adopting
most cndes and ordinances that
specifly how citizens are 1o Live
im their homes and commu-
aities.

3. Support 3 Ballot Initiative
Pursue the creation, and
enactment if necessary. of a
County bBaliot imitiative that
would provide, not ¢ & reaso-
nable solution, st an deal
solution ~— from the citizens'
viewpoint — tn Our Soncerns.
Pursae this as a responsible

alternative, should the Superwi- -

sors be unable or wnwilling to
the proposed solutioms in
a timely manner.

4. Help the Helpers

Support neighbors and
those Supervisors and County
staff who actively support the

has

Niled against inlividual County
stafl and #lected aflicials.
Ezamining this as non-
Atinraeys, thera appears to be
swome prima-lacia basis for such
actions, A significant lkelihood
of sympathatic jurors, and the
possibility of large awards.
However, comidering tha na-
ture of real-world courts (rath-
er than Perry ‘ason [fiction),
two caveals come to mind:
"Straining at gnats and
swallowing camels is & required
c in law school.” —Robert
: Heinlein, "Stranger in a
Strange Land.'
It = be I, but it

Walker,

fown sides:
be expensive, risky, and
i g te in the courts for
much of a decade, for commu-
4 afford It is
wn whether injunc \

be oblained prohibi
county enforcement of current
eodes and policies agaimat res-
idents’ and property,
> suits snailed their
he court system.
ly, tas -payers
pay all of the costs,
ading any awards that might
eventually be granted, except
possibly for those awards
against individual officials. It is
wasteful of time, energy, and
money. It is conlrontational. At
this time, the Advocate recom-

mends against it.

nities that coul

consulting

Ovrganized N

Those who wiclate any of
the massive collection of Coun-
ty ordinances and policies —
prmbably most homeocwners —
ar+ indulging in a pelicy of
individual noncompliance. Those
whao “foot-drag’ alter being red-
tagged, continue a policy of
mgndul noncompliance. This
is the usual circumstance.

Aa alternative is to pursue
a COORDINATED course of
CRGANIZED civil disobedience
or passive resistance by the
large and rapidly growing num-
ber of “Winners of the Red Tag
Award." Such action would un-
yeestionably overioad ounty

i :-\'-.'.'uimi
syatem and the D
ney's offices. It would wirtually
assure that the C ty would
pursue some other course of
cticn. FPresuming widespread
munity support, such aiter-
County actiom would
certa be one aof
cooperation (but might be one
of escalated obstinacy until
abusive politicians were voted
cut of office).

The Advocate i withold~
ing a recommendation regarding
this alternative, pending re-
search of similar activities that
appear 1o be meeting with
success in other Counties in-
cluding Santa Cruz County.

It is also interesting 1o men-
tion rumors of at least one
defiant resident who has repor-

with attarneys, fessional political organizers, smd some
n spent in this effort, to d.nq.p::clumn. the sspense ol this firet lesus of

tadly been doing exactly this
for years. He o rumored (o still
have some “nonconform ca-
bins thay the County m.‘h::
trying to “abate” for dee
Accurate details on this ramor
would be greatly appreciated.

Viclence

Variations on themes of
violence against bulldu1 inepec-
tors are a common lorm of
inibriated entertainment in lo-
cal bars, but . . . forget it.
Though the residents of most of
the County's unincorporated
areas have a predeliction for
taking care o! themselves and
their communities, that ain't
the way.

More importantly, there
are ample more reasonable alt-
ernatives {or protecting homes,
savings, and prelerred lifes-
tvies. This is not the wild west,
and residents ars not cutlaws —

except a3 wmay be due to
defiance of inappropriate and
unreasonable County ordinances
that have made a large majority
of the mature, responsible res-
idents of unincorporated San
Mateo County into ocutlaws.’

citizens in this pursuit of the

isation of community Lifes-
t preferred by those resid-
ing in the concermed commu-
aities.

Ready for YOUR Visit from the Building Inspector?

They cited a Kings Mountain homeowner for five
cutside his home. When be went get a
submit two diflerent sets of plans,

security lights mounted on two trees
mit {or the ofiending lamp, he had to appear three times,
pay over 3100 in i

They cited a south Skyline man for balf 2 dozen shingles on his storm-da roof.
It took he and his wife much of a day to straighten out the situation. But, that's ok; the ci
servants(?) got paid for their time.

Thevy cited a child’s trechouse in Park and & ded its re L They demanded
the removal of another, larger treehouse, buried deep in a redwood [orest, then demanded that the
owner pay {or a demolition permit to do the demanded destruction!

A County inspector took the time and eflfort to cite a goat shed near Half Moon Bay, built an &
farm as shelter for a kid's 4H project (no pun intended).

They found a cabin that had been on a coastside ranch since the 1940' and cited it, demanding
it's "abatement.”

Action,

The citizens of un
ated San Mateo County can

ish this in a reasonable
amount of time, with a reasona-
ble amount of effort, as =
sible citizens working together. They cited a Kings Mountain woman {or having an extra bathroom — that had bees on the
Other articles discuss how to assessor's records {or several decades, long before she even owned the house! She was told that it
pursue this approach, as well as didn't matter who built it — she was responsible for the penalty [ees and the costs of abating the
solutions that are violation.

kely to be acceptatie and
desirable to most residents who On several occasions when they hawve cited new owners for work done long ago by previous
owners, they have suggested suing Lhe previous owner.

make their homes in those
unincorporated communities.
The Kings Mountain woman alsa reported that the building inspector toid ber they found the

viclation because were CHECKING EVERYONE'S HOME, one by one. The Chie! Buildi
Official denind such Orwellian tactics, when questioned about it at community meeting packed with
renters and homeowners, furious over such endless County hassles and intrusions. (The same
Supervisor who had backed the 1000% fees was also at the meeting and carelully ignored the issue —

a real people’s representative.)
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Otber Alternatives
(Not Mutually Exclusive)

There are other actions
possible. They are mentioned,
here, for the sake of complete-
nesa: One the one hand, the bullx.hni:":cul stated that no such investigation was occurring. Yet,

other County staff have reported that building inspectors HAVE beea comparing building records
with assessor records. This is being done in spite of the Assessor Department’s often-stated policy
I-iﬂum l‘;::‘:c"_ ki that assessors would not report in!ormnion p-ea to them, to the n.‘:su.q Department (a sensible
W= w':";.""‘“" n: position if they want citizen cooperation in
County for harassment, discri-

assessments).
minatory treatment, or [unc-
tional condemnation of homes
and property. As a tempting
addition, such suits could be

veloping accurate information on which to base fair

These cutrageous siluations @ust change!
Join Peninsula Citizens' Action and pursue respousible commumity action.
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Supportg\g Each Other

OK, 50 you want 1o join others in unincorporated San Mates County, concarned about uarcasonable
County regulation. Sounds easy, wntil you try to do it.

Some (Surmoustabie) Problems

There to be some sontrivial problems with such & community effort:

contact:

nts are spread out in their wn
communities are scaltered over about 100,000 acres ol the
acres, most of It unincorporated.

Maistaining costact: How do you share information” How do

There is no common newspaper (until nuwl; no single mesting cente

and no &
w.

je residents’ newsletter,
together: There & & wild range
wide sprinkling of anarchy in between. Perhaps the few views haid in

privacy, indepeadence, and individuality.

After all, there's gotta be
SOME reason to pay large sums
of money to live [ar away [rom
stores, commule long hours to
work often over, ub, “challang-
ing" roads), supply your ows
water, fix your own sepl
systams, {urnuh much of yowr
pwn fire protection, often toler
ata lousy television receplios,
and endure electrical power
tha! seems to disappear every
time & leal falls.

s time: Most res-
idents kave fuli-time jobs plas
family obligations, and are not
desply enchanted with the mo-
tion of lengthy group meetings.
Even [or those whe wanted to,
residents are separated by aa
bour's drive or more from ome
ancther.

Formal (yawn)

Given the evident disinterest =
clubs, welcome wagons, cofiee
clatches, and neighborhood -
cials, it seems unlikely that
extensive [ace-to-face orgami-
zational meeti would be suc-
cesaful with such diverse indivi-
duals.

Solutions to the Problems
The essence of any orga-
nized affort s communication.

full-time oa this necessary tool
for rescl community
lems. It will continued as
long as the energy, resources,
tunding and — most importamt-
iy — community support, coati-
nues.

N Contents
;E Advocate will publish

facts, advocacy, responsible
opinions [rom others, and will
investigate interesting rumors.

HOMEOWNERS:

For the most part, it will focus
on topica of likely interest 1o
the residents of the uninccrpor=-
ated areas of San Mateo County
and appears likely to grow into
Santa Cruz and possibly Santa
Clara Countiesl, though Ir
time to time articles of

nal interest will be incl
This seems falr, conside t
full-time, voiuntary effort and
expense (ncurred o produce
this not-lor-profit community
resource tool.

Share Experiences: Eweryose
Wins

There is some evideace,
and certainly widespread rumour
that the County enforces i
crdinances and codes different-
ly from case to case and
individual to individual. There
are consistent comments that
internal policies appear to dif-
fer Irom publisbed policies. [t
would be useful to validate or
invalidate such rumors.

It would be useful to
virtually everyone in the com-
munity to know what others
have encountered as they have
wound their way through the
County puzzle.

© balp, please send in
detalls of your e iences. I
you doa't bave time or
inclination to write, just drop a
oote to the Advocate with your
phone mumber, and will be
contacted for a t inter-
view at your

Of course, recognizing the
wide ad paranoia that exists

ing posaible retaliation by
County guuuu:rlu. your iden-
tity and privacy will be F‘B{Cct-
ed, if 0 - It in,
bﬂlm’.‘:’f vsh:‘lzr.lnh.: who
have the fortitade, to "stand up
and be counted” by being public
in their stories.

C—t!_anﬂmh

Advocate would be
DELIGHTED for the County’s
decision - makers, pln.;udnu ly
those in the P , Building,
Health and Euiﬂ-rmm. Depar-
tments, to share with us and our
readers, the internal plans and
policies they have adopted and

Since San Mateo County is Vigarously luvestigating
Any Possible Building Remodeling & Construction, Be Aware:

YOU, as the current owners of your home, are responsible for the
legality and County-acceptability of any construction or remodeling
that may have ever been done to your home.

This is true, even if it was dome by a previous owner, even if it was
done years ago, and even il it was done without your knowledge.

Furthermore, if the County questions the acceptability of the
current condition of your home, they may require that YOU prove
that all construction on your home was done with proper permits,

and met the codes in eflect at the time the permit was issued. If you

are unable Lo provide such proel, or \{ your home [ails to meet
health and salety codes, they olten require that you promptly
"abate" the conditions they find objectionable.
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communities, and those diverse
5an Francisco Peninsula! SMC has 119,690

pond draft pluns and rdinate action”
T no singie homeowner assocliation,

1! [ifestvies, (rom arch-conservative to arch-radical with &
CoOmmOon are a4 great inciination to

are considering recommending
for our homes and communilies.
The Advocate will actively
Perate with any such out-
reach eflort on the County's
part, and achively support 1t's
A ANt t would be of great
-ounty and to its

s sagnifi-
distrust,
each side
However, like
iberals said in
Big Chill', concerning ac-
lishing the ideals of the
%3's, "Nobody said it was going
to be easy.”

This ianvitation to join in

did, opea cooperation is
arly extended to Eaviron-
mental Management Director
Paul Koemig, B:mr.m' Director
David Hale, Chief Building Offi-
cial Paul Schmidt, and each of

the Board of Supervisors.

“"Let us stand om each
others’ shoulders, rather than
each others’ toes.”

Stereo Shop

In these days of fas’ talkin'
radio hype arm-twisting
sterec salesmen, it is a delight
to encounter a service-oriented
music store with ial,
well-informed, leisurely staff.
That's what | found with some
of the folks at Western Audio
Imports in south Palo Alto; and
it's appropriate to ofler public
praise of such quality.

I recently had occasion to
re e my elderly stereo sys-
tlﬁ‘ftht 'nu-l h.n!e been hu.l”l
by Marconi, personally), and had
heard good things about West-
ern Audio. | dropped and
ended up Tcnd: mith;f the
day in a detailed, educational
discussion with their sales man-

er, Jim Cross. After I pur-

sed a stack of gear, | found
that | needed to change some of
the components. They were
willing to do so, without hesita-
tion., y ellectively demon-
sirated that they were con-
cerned about customer satis{ac-
tion.

Western Audio is owned by
a couple who seem sincerely
concerned about providing qual-
ity products and service. Their
prices are higher than the
discount bucks-hustlers, but so
is their quality. On several
occasions, one of the owners
even hand - delivered com-
ponents 0 me -- they live
about a quarter-hous's drive
from my home. Western Awdio
is on El Camino, just north of
Arastradero; 415 494 - 2552;
closed Mondays. —JW

Peninsula Citizens” Advocale, Box 6200186, Redwood Uiy, CA 94062

Good Guys at
the Franchise
Tax Board

This may be a unigue
editorial — prawse for several
o Califurnia’s tax colleciorns)

From 1977 until mid-1983,
I ran several corporations. As
they consumed more and more
time, | made the foolish erroe
af presuming that my lime
should be spent in productive
labor for those corporations and
their clients.

Weong! The multitude of
tax agencies pointed oul that
my primary function was to (il

tax reports -- which [

i 1o In & timely
Sanner.

Thus, for six months fol-
iowing the sale of those busines-
ses, [ did aothing but collect
iata and file reports with the
fedaral and state governments.

luded reports to the

for income tax, emplovee
withholdings tax, social securi-
tyi7] tax, and {ederal unemploy-
ment taxes. And, it included
reports to California for income
lax, employee taxes, disability
taxes, unemployment taxes,
sales taxes, and corporate fees,

In the process of liling
these endless reports, 1 had
more than a few occasions to
have perscnal contact with the
agencies, a generally frustrat-
ing and traumatic event. There
was one exception, however —
the California Franchise Tax
Board

I am (fisally clear of
problems with the and cas
prase this service without be-
ing suspected of simply seeking
their favor.

Not only once, but in
every contact | had with FTB
I, I found them
T o, ot eeopmee
truely Civil Servants in the
best sense of the phrase. They
tcok the time to lead me
through the maze of bureaucra-
tic paperwork and re tions,
were consistently patient with
@y many naive questions, and
were quick 1o correct their files
and fees on the several occa-
sions when | pointed out errors
in  thewr computations (that
were usually the result of late-

filed reports).

In these days of all too
many Arrogant Bureaucrats, it
is ticularly worthwhile to
explicitly commend the all too
few guvernment employees who
behave as Civil Servants —
such as FTB staflf members
Grace Frechette, Virginia Tayl-
or, Fred Schlanze, Otani, M.
Jackson, and Helen.

And, ! | knew who their
personne! director was, | would
most certainly praise him or her
for talent in selecting stafl
with the qualities :ﬁn-
for serving the pu an
equitable and elfective manner.

The FTB has ven that
guvernmental agenc CAN be
stalfed with Civil Servanis.
Sadly, most of us can readily
name other county, state and
federal agencies Lhat are great-
l}zrm need of tutoring from the

B's personnel director. —JW
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The following serves as a “":3 place — a first dralt — lor specilying reasonable changes in San Mateo County nllch;‘:
OuRLY.

ordinances. These would be desirable

helpful to the reaters and homeowners in the unincorporated portions of San Mates C

are not ideal, however they provide a massive improvement over the current no~longer-tolerable conditions.
and bomeowsers: Please submitl your suggestions and viewpolsts for improving this draft, and for improving County r“
Although these proposals have been reviewed by varivus residents, it is certain that they can be turther improved to betier 3 ve & 8t I larger
portion of the County's unincorporated Communities.
Comty officials: Active, timely input and suggestions are speciflically solicited and encouraged from County stalf — but as advisors
assisting residents in setling communily goals; not as social enginerrs spcrtfrm% how residents are to live their lives.
L1l

It is highly desirable for County planners to work with communily re
policies effecting those residents. Much ol the current untenable situation is due to a

those who plan, and those for lor against] whom the planning is performed,

’11:?-1-;"&-
County Board of Supervisors will be

uwrged to give prompt consideration Lo these
requests and take action in a timely manner.
Inaction simply validates the status quo, and
the current status s 50 longer tolerable.

Most residents 4o not wish to behave
unlawfully; and 4o not wish o be ‘ocutlaws'
due to unreasosable ordinances and abusive
enforcement. When 4 signilicant majority of
reasonable, iigent, responsible mature
Citizens are, t of law, made ocutlaws,

iizenry — s wrong

and must be changed
sed residents of the wnincor-
ties of this County will take
whatever political and legal action is necessa-
achieve (e legalization f their
chor and preferred homestyles
and communily =slyles, aven il they do not
conform to the styvles chosen by the County's

social engineers.

Il Board action & not timely, then the
communitys residentis have no alternative but
to take other action to achieve authorization

thetr anerre‘ reasonable community
lfestyles. This would include a ballot inmitia-
tive, actively supporting the efforta of those
who support the communities, and actively
those who would act as rulers rather
E representatives.
Owerall Policies (first draft)
Declare that it :s the policy of San Mateo
County @ent to mazimize freedom for
its citizens and their chosen lifestyles, and
minimize governmTen! regulation, interven-
tice, and repression except where such
don is clearly essential to the well-
of the larger community and gives lair
ton to individual rights.

In cases where :uchl;reaur good’ is less
than clearly and provably evident, County
m:—a should err on the side of

, rather than on the side of conformi-

ty and
repression. Aot &
e iy Saace. comemication be-
e commumication be—
tween County officials, and the citizens and
communities for which they have responsibili-

Study, in which hundreds of thousands of
dollars of tax mooey and stall time were
expended to generale a study — that was
then aggremsively challenged when the Skyline
community linally discovered the contents ol
the finished study and pointed out a multitude
of weaknesses and naccuracies to the Board
of Supervisors.

Presume that the citizens of the County
are intelligent, reasonable individuals wh
could and should provide wvaluable input to
County planning q:dcns.

Such an outreach elffort need not be
costly, as s ilustrated by this low-cost, fast-
turnaround newspaper. And, it could coatri-
tute to significant cost savings, as with the
Skyline Study example, and as with the
current situation that has prompted this
newspaper in the [lirst place. Tts primary
requirement is good will and dedication to
Citicen awareness and participation on the
part of the Board of Supervisors. Its cost-
ellectivencss is highly likely; certainly worth
a serious test.

Meet with communities: Supervisors,
Commissioners and key County stalf mem-
bers, should hold meetings in the various
commusities {or which they are responsible.
These meetings should be beld on a regular
schedule, and widely publicized within each
such community in a timely maaner. They
should be in the evenings and/or on weekends.

This would be a marked improvement
over the m.u:ccmhhl.; of hl!&l?i held
during the workday in [ar-distant Redwood
City, where the oaly notification is in Lhe
form of ill-circulated, terse agendas that are

minantly unintelligable to the average,
S B R i

Such weetings are eper wving: 'tis
more reasonable for one official to travel to
a distant community, tham to expect a
sumber of community residents to travel to
the distant seat of government. It would
illustrate responsible governmental support
for a respomsive citizenry, and would likel
earn support of worthy elected nﬂ’mal:
(though it would serve unworthy elected
officials poorly). It would admittedly be
t

ty and to whom tuywhmn.

At a minimum, this should include such
things as instructions, written clearly for the
lay public, t&‘:‘vdm' County regulatory and
appeals proc s with which citizens may
have contact. E.g., such instructions should
be created as regards requirements of Lhe
Building, Planning, Health, Engineering and
Assessor Departments, and should be overtly
offered to every persos who has occasion to
encounter those departments. Theiwr availabi-
lity should be anncunced by prominant signs
in the departments’ public areas and specifi-
cally mentioned by staff during imitial
coatact with citizens.

Such documents should be legally
accurate, but should not be filled with "legal
gibberish.' In the case of technical issues such
as building codes, instructions should be
partially tutorial as is appropriate for lay
citizens. (Examples will ar in [uture
issues of the Advocate and copyright thereto
is berewith granted to S5an Mateo County.)

hlicg community iaput: Of much

ler importance in an outreach effort,

ty planners and decision-makers con-
cerned with local co ity issues should
make every reasonable effort to facilitate
involvement of those citizens allected in the
deliberations and decision-making processes,
on a regular basis. This particularly includes
County Planners, the Planning Commission,
and the Board of Supervisars.

Members of communities that would be
affected by any planning or ation under
consideration d receive ¢ ty written
information about such proposals, long belore
they near consideration for adoption by the
Board of Supervisors. This would go far to
avoid costly debacles such as the Skyline
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str ime-consuming, however, “if
ya can't stand the beat; get out of the
kitchen.®

Screen staff: Among the rapidly increas—
ing number of people who have had their
homes red-tagged by the County, there are
very widespread, hprcu almost unani-
mous] complaints o .I:‘“‘ attitudes,
threatening and coersive behavior, confusing
instructions, contradictory information,
statements made later denied,
incorrect im ons due to incomplete
inflormation [rom some County staff mem-

At the same time, some people have
accidentally encountered well-informed, help-
ful, conscientious County staff, truly ‘civil
servanls,’ who haum:ruuy ajided I an
inherently traumatic confusing situation.

As is lrue of many businesses, police
departments, and enlightened government
agencies, San Mateo County should develop
an aclive screening program covering all
County stalf who regularly deal with the
public. This need not be expensive or time-
consuming (at least no more 50 than the
endless run-arounds curreatly reported). It
could be as simple as offering a questionaire
to each person who & aches the more
popular County service sks, plus requiring
that everyone staffling such desks offer their
card to each ‘customer.’ The gquestionaire
should allow for annonomous response, and
could be mailed in.

Responses should be processed by
someons attached directly to the County
Supervisors' stafl, rather than by a son in
any service department. This wo !'luour-

inde ent evaluation, plus offering
:.c:dluck 't.o“:h- Supervisors as (o the quality
of their stafl services.

Peninsula Cilizems’ Advocate, Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062

ents in formulating desirable changes in the ordinances and
lack of such

immunication and cooperation belween

Such questionairas could easily sarve as
the basis for rewarding stall who previde
good service, and dismissing, replacing or
reassigning stall who are consistant -
~d lo!“ p:or service or arrogant lm&.
Again, it requires that County decihios~
makers adopt the assumption that members
of the general public are predominantly
reasonable, intelligent adults wilh opiaions
and judgement worthy of consideratlion.

Qwmbudsman program: Given the L.,-.
numb of complamts, it would ba well to
consider reating & County Ombudsman
pr-"'ra:'.a. :‘.!-~l:n‘ an independent ar
staff who can assist citizens who [eel unlairly
treated. Such an ombudsiman
atiached lo the Supurviscrs' stafl,
regularly report to the Supervisors regarding
consistant problems and suggested improve-
ments in County interaction with its citizens.

Such an Ombudammcu of value, caly o
the extent that the cunty prominanth
publlicizes their existence, lv,llllh.!lty. n‘
autonomy/confidientiality. This should be
fone wia prominant signs, plus notices ia
pertinant hapdouts.

Priorities:

complaints beard
particularly, Ifrom prolessional s
that it takes weeks or months bg‘ﬁ-
checked and cleared lexcept for who
‘know someone’). However, inspectors seem to
be readily available to pursee citation of
every possible wviolation.

though building inspeciors are

the drop ol a whisper, Sheriff's deputies are
1s scarce a3 ben's teeth.

To ,  reshd
County services oftea encoustes
ﬁlu CLC\.'I“ when they desire
ike response from citati
inspectors which
all, and -unctt:h:n, S’-m
what-so-ever [rom a Sheril
that is apparently badly

mental

tl:li!'llt:’s- F;r"nm-,lo, pclk:u,
diately and to am
call, Zn -lyﬂ.:(“-l’m at
down' call. Many departments formalize
priorities. The County should formally
tize some of its activities.

"hhh the Building Department,
that first priority is
::}uuu for I-p:ctmu of ﬂ

an-chec of submitted
d.ci-gl' that ml priority is lhﬁ‘
tioa of owner-oc or rented bomes
n:luur:adq and ord viclations. Declare
that the Building D ment is to give
same ity to suc invui.ntiﬂ’- the
Sherilf’s Department gives to reports of
il A ‘ County de|

cross t ments, e
er priority to mr:mn.mlh l'—.M.i
stalf, than to increasing the Boilding Depar
tment's ‘patrol stafl. 1 is, show greater
concern lor safety from clear-cut
(tor example, the 100mph motorcycle racing
so popular on Skyline and La Honda Roadal,
than for ‘safety’ from owner - prelerred,
renter-chosen building and planning code
violativns.,

Reduced Coumty There is an
oft-expressed County concern its liability
build-

in housing-related matters, particulas|
ing codes and health issues. We see

‘%‘lﬁ: il

Wi

E

il

¥

lastruct County Counsel to diligent
pursue the cre;lmn'ol a lability nh-.z

statement that a homeowner could

tion, septic systems
supplies (that are acceptable to the users),
etc. The County could even require that

homeowners certily that they w Iq-l
advice prior to executing such & document.

Comtimmed om nev! page
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lcuni inutng previous page!

That document would be
recorded and would thon be-
com# one of the requirements
wect ldted with the periy,
ust like any legal deed restric-
tion, ael clearly reported in any
title soarch by a potential new
iyt

Such a mechansm would
sll @ humeywners greater (ree-
fom 10 pursue personal prefer-
ences in homestyles, reduce
Lounty enforcement costs, of-
fey greater protection to the
County wia reduced lability
expusure, and protect new buy-
#ors through clearly stated, rec-
wrded documents.

Assessor automomy: [n the

and wearly “T0%, it was

=mon for the Assessor's Of-
to tell concerned indivi-
$uals that the assessors contien-
tiously refused to report build-
ing code violations 15 the Build-
ing Department; that the asses-
sor was concerned oaly with
accurate evaluations of proper-
ty. Certainly the lmplication
was that the assessor descrip-
tions of homes was more or less
confidential, and not intended
to be used for bullding code
enforcement.

This is a pragmatic, desir-
able position. It is comparabie
to the federal government's
prohibition against releasing
census data to other agencies,
includiag the FBI and [RS. The
feds, and the assessor, are
legitimately, more coocerned
with accurate informatios than
with enforce ment.

In the last several years,
there have been specific
tioas by County staff, includ

ing more thas a verbal ‘'ok' from
the building inspector, on site.
It would be both

are not to be released to any
department with enlorcement
or investigation authorily, un-
less there is a4 court order, or
prior written authorization
from the property owner.

Draft Proposals Appearing in
Next lssue
Work is still in

requests regarding a number of
other major issues. These will
be detailed in the next issue of
the Advocate:

Existing Housing i
stant Ind Units: Topics 1o be
covered will include a proposal
for a3 moratorium on red -
L existant housing and
mtl — axcept in the case
of clear life-threatening situa-
tions — until new policies can
be worked out and adopted
regarding the investigation, pol-

, and acceplance of al-
ready-bullt units.

Amnesty for some or all
construction done without a
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E@Bibing Contact OB

To contact homeowners and resters in unincorporated San

Mateo County, the Advocate
blic rec

an by wing the Cuunty Assessor's
. They are publicly available in computar-readabls

arm, and have now heen loaded ints the publisher's 300-pound, desk-

Hiod home computer.

Cost: A private political-anslysis firm charged 3800 for the
lour magtapes containing the 201,610 parcel records, as of March,
1984, (Blush: Since then, we have discovered that the tapes could
have heen purchased directly from the County for well under $200,
Bl we were Lou paranoid at the lime to ask.)

Small part used: These records cover all property in the

County, including commercial
small lots in the inCorporated

sperty, and the endiess number of
ayside cities. Additionally, muluiple

parcels are often under single ownership. Thus, mailing labels were
generated lrom only a4 small part of the 100K+ records. Other
records will be used for lur*rlod mailings, as it becomes necessary

10 suppor! or oppose slectes

structure
tion comparable to that of
st other Bay area countics
will be requested, discarling
the current [Q007% (yes, one
thousand percent!) penalty {ees,
and reducia the current
$12,000 upper limit. Making the
reduction retroactive will be
considered.

Acceptance of exstant
septic tanks that show oo
evidence of surface leaching
and no evidence of bheaith ha-
zard will be proposed.

ot and

Policies: D { planning
iscussion o
activities will address various
issues including community io-
volvement in planning acti-
vities, down-zoning, and covert
cogperation with ageacies con~
sider imminent domain aqui~
:inanmgl properties. Considera-
tion will also be gives 1o
demands for free road ease—
ments and road contracts re-
quiring single property owners
tc pay all costs of public roads
adjacent to their mml.
when the purpose of such
is to support the needs of an
entire community.

demolition of the

functioning septi ems ma
e oning . plic syst y

Proposals for more sensa-
ble home occupation restraints,
more appropriate for the
sparsely populated mountain

rural areas of the County,
will be proposed.

Health lssues: Topics to be
covered in this area include
reasonable alternatives to the
currently excessive septic sys-
tem ments, and pro|
sals !:qﬂ"m reasonable n&
mums for private and small
communily water systems.

ion Codest The
current prohibition on the use
of plastic plumbing — that has
been in use for over a decade
and is accepted in wirtually
every jurisdiction not under the
coatrol of the plumbers' union -
- will be given special publici-
ty, and reasonable alternatives
proposed. Heating
ments, posals for codes more
-nmpr‘::t:c for mountain and
rural construction than the cur-
rent codes orieated to suburban
tract - homes, and “K - code"
possibilities will also be ad-
dressed.

To follow these ssues that
bave a major elfect om the cost
of your bome or rental

afficiala, or support a ballot initiative

Uselul information: These
public records include the name
and address of the owner, ad-
iress of the property, zoning, a
city ode, and whether the
property has a homeowner's
-I"::".!’:-lr._

Cost—elfective selection:
By wsing that small home com-
puter, it becomes a simple task
to contact homeowners by se-
lecti those properties that
have bomeowner's exemptions.
Presumed] renters can be
reached by using zoming codes
to select multi-unit dwellings,
plus selecting those single -
family units which do not ve
homeowners exemptions and
are probably rested.

H clati
The Advocate has already esta-
blished contact with some
homeowner groups, and is very
interested in identifying and
contacting other community
groups who share concern for
the problems bei
via this pewspaper. al such
groups have their member lists
on home computers, -u:-zq
casy merge-purge, combini
mu,n' other lists and * =
duplicates. Others are on -
processed labels, that caanot
"m"'{ be merge - purged.
That's why you may receive
more than one copy of this
e ] ase it alon
TR S 1 s

Other imterested groups:
Other useful lists are available
in computer - readable form
from State agencies. As of May,
1984, California had 89,258
licensed building contractors,
many of whom are likely to be
wvehemently supportive of Advo-
cate efforts. Some of them
estimate that they may spend
as much as I of their
time de with buildi

licensed real estate
and agents, 28,904
civil engineers, and

& 5,
10,114 licensed architects. The
lists are not particularly expen-
sive; e.g., the 268K real estate
brokers list is $775, including

the tapes.

i amociations: There
are also various local, state and
national building and housing
trade associations that would
generally {avor more reasonable
g:_uc:el and codes. At least one

ramento - based group has
recentl a to publi-
cize hny- much olmhm.iqp:mu
are directly attributable to "ex-
cessive” government regulation.
Suggest additional coo-
tactst The preceeding are the
ideas the Advocale is pursuing,
so far, for conlacting owners
and renlers in Lthe unincorpora-
ted communities of the County.
FPlease suggest others. The MK—
vocate is particularly isterested
in comtacting homowner and
rester groups.

Peninsula Citizens” Advocate, Box 620618, Redwood City, CA 94062

Next Issue

This lirst issue of (ke
Advocate was thrown togather
in a rush {or the first of stwnpal
community gatherings. The plan
was to detail bhow (o purses
each of the functions s
in the *Plan [cr Aviiom” article
an page 4. However, tille ran
out.

The next ssue of the
Advocate will complete those
detauls, It will include discus-
sioa ol how the relatively small
percentage of Countly rusidests
living in the wincorporaled
areas of the County can swe-
censfully pursue the flollowing
A Vianst

1. Posaible Ballot Laitiative

If it becomes necosssary,
due to inaction or undesired
actiom by County Supervisors,
residents can create & County
ballot initiative and get it
passed. Peninsula Citizens' Ac-
tion (PCA) will pursue such an
action, wuntil
appareal that
are, im flact, going
favarably on the communitys’
reasonable requests. This will
include use of significant com-
puter, publication, blicity,
promotional, organizational,

number ol signatures necCessary
to place an initiative on the
ballot.

as to how residents might ac-
tively support those

and County staffl who are
portive of

inflicting unre
and blind conformity
ideats of communities

unresponsi
regulation. PCA will actively
pursue their replacement with

thinking formity.

_ir In the case of wlected
-] the removal is
slr:cl“ﬂ:l'.-ul. Ilmmohcu
officials win by about a 5%
margin

Ia the case of abusive
"civil servants,” efforts will be
made lo have them replaced
with responsive stafl, or at

except other County stall.
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The situation;
Although there is a clearcut sational sentiment (or increased p | "
veramental regulation, San Mateo County remains ia the grips of an aggressive departmental
gn-:nq. It has become more and more costly, intrusive, and preoccupied with regimenting
communily lifestyles. This is of special concern to bomecowners and renters. For (nstance:

‘It MA@ Legal, But It AifRight’

The PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Recognizing the desperate Bousing shortage, and noting smaller families and changing lifestyles, the
state mandated that planners allow so-called "in-law apariments.” Yet, the foot-dragging County falled
to adopt such plans until a hail-vear alter the state deadline. They now sllow in-law apartments in the
rowded H-1 areas (where lots may be 50'-100" wide, and parking is jammed), but prohibit even & single
in-law apartment in the sparsely populated non-R! Skyline/Southcoast areas. That's the ?Hcv. avan
though it s common knowledge that probably a quarter of the County’s rural homes have unobtrusive and
uncrowded Ind units, without abjection from the community's homeowners and reaters.

Curioualy, extra units ARE allowed for migratory wockers; they just can't be used by folks who live
and work full-time in the County.

van Mateo County's Plam..ng Department spent well over 3 ywar and 3250,000.00 on a "Skyline
Study,” that never adequately solicited information from local residents. Ignoring that information
vacuum, they produced recommendations and urged the County Supervisors 10 adopt them. When Skyline

s finally discovered the study's details and offered their input to the County Supervisors, the
r-millioa dollar study was rejected by the finally-informed Supervisors.
> County Planning mmissioner has _pu'm:.\ »d for & much-needed community cutreach
it none has been forthcomiryg {rom the apparently out-of-control,

ment regulalions place rigid restraints on working in your home. For instance,
leatherwork in one of their homes were b own by the Cnun:y. Those who didn't
t afford to, commute to a much more Jdista ksite for such marginal work simply
wellare. Others have been ed for baving backhoes or Ucks at their rural homes.
ng, however, is still permu your home . . . i iends are employed to help.
A Nobel Prize w t i e without a carport on his 1,200~
After wasting consideratle e and energy, he was finall
a barn — a quarter- ¥ = was the parking unit demanded on his
appropriate, inflexible 8.
ence facility for about 25 artists on this huge,
aded . ook ma 1 12§ ?_-.1‘:‘!54,.;\7 R before the County nail-biters
hand-wringers granted t ly re r ¢ request. Taxpayers pay thousands of dollars for
v stall time spent on sw
e Planning Department p hawiz or shower in a bathroom of an accessory building,
unless the bathroom door opens o o the sutside. t's true. Verify i,
An ex County Planner who quit in disgust, sarcastically described some of the County's senior
pranning stall as "social engineers, who assume that you're guilty until you can prove you're insocent, and
think it's their job to tell everybody in the County bow to live.”

The BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Consider the plastic sewer pipe deal; it really stinks: The County has prohibited use of corrosion-
{ree, 'guake-flexible plastic sewer pipe. Only costly, expensive-to-install metal or ceramic pipe is now
aliowed in home construction under County jurisdiction. The only testimony favoring this prohibition was
from a local plumbers’ union official. Even Chief Building Official Paul Schmidt, a longtime wion
rlumber, reportedly testified in faver of allowing plastic plumbing and offerad a stack of documentation
of its safety. Other Bay area cities and counties — and most of rest of the nation — permit plastic
pipe- It's safe and well-proven, though it provides less job security for plumbers.

Also, currently existent Ind units in R-1 areas who think they can now become legal, may have to
meet these requirements for metal or ceramic plumbing. The fact that walls and floors would have tn be
demolished and rents will soar is not applicable. Furthermore, you can't find out by anonomous
questions. You must report yoursell and Ind unit, and pay the County an ins ion fee. Only thea,
will they tell you whet rncnhh‘m.manxm malished — "abat — in which case you
get wm for the demolition as well as a demolition parmit!

County's Building Inspection Department talked the Board of Supervisors into
fees for bd!l.m&:: remodeling without a permit to 1000% of the regular permit fees with a
limit. This was e, even though other Bay area Counties find 2X or 31X lees sufficient, including Santa
Cruz County, which appears to have a far more significant sumber of 'mcontwn.m&‘“n..‘l units than
does San Mateo County. This excessive {ee was reportedly encouraged by one of the y Supervisors
apparently more concerned with citizen obedience and mentation than with common sense.

It often takes one or several months or more to get building plans cleared by the Bullding
Department's one and only plan checker. However, a squad of badged, radlo—duiuhod building
inspectors are available to check any hint of homeowners working on their own homes.

Building inspectors have reportedly told friends that they have been instructed to ..E:I‘l’ seek
out violations, no matter how small. It seems that building inspection may have become a y profit
center.

The HEALTH DEPARTMENT

The County Health Department requires 200% over-construction of septic system That
is, homeowners ’:‘m.-: pay fcr"lnch!iqkh that are twice as long as needed. mtmr;mc.WMn
another 200% of additional expansion space. The resul: is certainly safe, however the Depart offers
0o engineering justification for such exorbitant requirements. After all, they're not paying for

Consider the result in the unincorporated Emerald Lake Hills area, west of Redwood City: County
requires huge septic systems. Lot owners can't build their homes. After years of delay, County demands
construction of fun-.c.x. municipal sewer system. Also requires that all property owners for it and
connect to it . . . including homeowners with perfectly functioning septic systems who need the
sewer system — who must pay still more to dig up and demolish their properly operat msl

A north Skyline community leader wanted to split a large bedroom into two small ms 1o give
his growing daughter a room of her own. Being a responsible citizen, he requested a permit. The County
refused; they said his septic system wasn't large enough, even though there was no expansion in the floor
space or number of residents. In fact, he could have had as many occupants as he wanted; he just coulda't
make one bedroom into two bedrooms.

The 200% leachfield demand includes the requirement for a patented "diversion valve.” Though it is
trivial to build, the only ones allowed by the County are quile expensive, and County leachfield permits
are reportedly momitored for build-it-yourselfers who violate the patents. Do you know where your
diversion valve is? Have you ever used it? Neither have most homeowners. It's another unnecessary
County pacifier for which everyone pays.

The ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

The County Engineer's Department often demands that a landowner wishing to bulld or subdivide,
give the County an easement for any road expansion the County may eventually desire, without
compensation to the perty owner. Furthermore, the owner must agree (o pay the construction costs of
such roads any time S:’Cmu decides to build them — often to benefit the general public or distant
landowners, and regardiess of whether the property owner or local community want such ¢ This
is most commonly demanded in ru al Skyline and coastside arcas, where most residents, and virtually all
environmentalists, strenuously oppose such asphalt-the-world attitudes.

No der Countly housing is s0 expensive.
Penunsula Cilizens’ Advocate, Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062
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comcerns early November
H you receive more than one copy, please
pam it an to a friesd or neighbor.

™~ ISSUE
‘%-!y Planners are ramming through a

maw OCeneral Plan, rigidly regulating
un ated areas. Pages & &
tion practices will be

reviewed; may be a whitewash. Pages | & 2

tions (or in-law apariments are
hh‘n wed. Page 11.
The County has balted access
10 assessor files by bullding inspection staff,
except with written authorization from

properly owners. Page 1.

Supervisor Arles Gregorio is accused of
being ineflective in dealing with a number of

ho meowner concerns. P, [N
Owver 1,200 code citations
listed, \nchle wore than 870 that remained
ncleared as of August, 1984, Pages 6 10 15,
A class action sult may halt excessive
buiiding permit fees and the penalties collect-

ed without legal process. ht 4.
win l‘:' residents limited 10 one
car per family and 60 miles per day? Page 8.

Tom Nolan for County Supervisor

Connie Barba for Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District

Becky Morgan for State Senate

Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate
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Open Space Distnict bulldozens demolished Hassler's historicslly valuable Great Hall

Open Space District: A Case of Bad Faith?

by Jan Sutter

Last December, over
protests of historians, artists
wembers of the County Board o
baulldozers ripped intc key histo
the Hamler Heaith Home
Edgewood Road and Highway
Carlos.

Bulldozing Hassler may
constituted the "desecration and d
of invaluable cultural resources,” acc
to Dr. Robert Cartier. Cartier 15 a husto
expert, originally hired by the Midpenis
Regional Open Space District to evaluate and
report om its historical importance. His report
was required by federal law in order to secure

Unless ¥ t
wise, Peninsula
vole for the following candidates: Tom Nola
for San Matec
Barba for Director of the )

Space District, and Becky

Senate.

Owr justification f[or recommend)
these individuals is detailed inside. We ha
done what wmost folks don't have the
inclination, or opportunity to do. We
examined their records — and we examir

U have reasor

itizens Act

Let’s Vote Together for

County TV noie

51.]1 million dollars in land and conservation

funds.

"District intended to Wu. my report”
Under penalty of ury, Cartier stated

to San Matec County jor Court: "When |
filed my original report with the District, 1
was contacted by Ms. DiGiovanni (then an
Environmental Resource Planner with the
District) who was wvery comcerned with my
recommendation regard preservation of
the main complex. Ms. DiGiovanni stated that
it was the District's intention to democlish
those buildings. . . . It became very clear to

fconlinued on back page)

Local Control

the records of most of their opponents. We
o with these candidates, and with most of
their opponents. We candidly discussed, in
ielail, our concerns and goals.

For Local Control, Diversity
1l you have read our previous issues, you
have s reasomable idea of "where we are
min' from.”" We want local commumity
control over local issues. We want a respon-

have Bive government that supports individuality

{continued on beck page)

Nmu{;m

Arlen Gregorio Slips in a
Building Inspection Resolution

™
by Jim Warren C

A resolution with our names splattered
all over it was introduced by San Mateo ©
County Supervisor GCregoric without any
notification to us. It created an ad boc
citizen committee to review building inapec-
tion practices in San Mateo County.

He We Wouldn't Be lnterested?

Alt h the resolution had this writer's
name in three of its first fowr raphs,
made additional mention of our :-d‘:l‘:'. F:‘“
originated in specific response to Advocate
allegations, was dated September llth and
not introduced until three weehks later oo
October Ind, Gregoric never mentiomned its
introduction to ws. The fest we heard of it
was & reporter for the San Francmcs
Examiner calling for ouwr comments om s
adoption!

When we asked how he could
bave the audacity to imtroduce s resolution
:oumutly naming us without notifying us,

lamely stated that he thought it was guing
to slide through on the comsent calendar —
as though we wouldn't be interested in this
issue on which we have expended 30 much
time and elfort.

We Weres't Notified, But Opponests Were

However, opponents of the resclution
knew all about it.

Leanie Roberts, the lobbyist for the
Committee for Green Foothills, testified that
she [elt the commitiee probably wouldsn't do
any good. No reason was given why her
conservation—oriented group would be nter-
ested in building inspection practices, sor in

{continued on back page )

Building Official’s Work
Is “Superb” Says Gregorio

San Matec County Supervisor Arien
Gregorio called the work dome by Chiel
Building Official Paul Schmidt's office “"su-
perb.” 10 volunteered this Bip-
port of Schmidt's actioms during an October
ind Board of Supervisors' discussion of the
County's building ins tion practices, ac-
cording to an article in the Penimula Times-
Tribune.

Gnrw offered this prasse of Schmidt
and his partment's approach to buildin,
inspection in the County's unincorporat
Ir.Pl.l, in spite of having been amply in-
formed — through copies of the Advecate
public bearings, and private meetings — o
the extent and wvariety of the complaints
aboutl Schmidt's prectices, characterized by
many a8 unreasonable, unrespomsive, coer-
cive, abusive, and possibly Liegal.

Becky Mor s 0's opponeat in
the current race for a State Senate seat.
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Avoid a Whitewash —

It s mow essential that

are starting to pick up the
jces — somewhat. Write to
concerns about the treatment which

imyues,
bureancratic conformity-for-

Address your letters “To the Editor,” and be sure to include
your phome mumber so they can werify the suthenticity of your
jetter. You might send extra coples to your f{avorite columnist and
to us. Appropriale newspapers inchude:

Half Moon Bay Review,

Box 68, Half Moon Bay, CA %019.

Beachcomber,

24 Main St., Halfl Moon Bay, CA M019.

Ca-try'Almmc.

Box 620019, Woodside, CA 94061,

San Mateo Times,

1080 S. Amphlett, San Mateo, CA 94402,

Peninsula Times-Tribune,

Box 300, Palo Alto, CA $4301.

San Jose M .

750 Ridder Fclm Jose, CA 95190.
San Francisco Examiner,

110 Fiftk Street, San Francisco, CA 94103.

San Framcisco Chromicle,
901 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 94119,

Vote Youwr Opinion, November 6th
Remember that Santa Clara County Sqtrm Becky Morgan

is running against San Mateo County Supervisor m
State IS;T-’MQ seat. Gregorio has been on the Board of
since -

* Paul Sd-?;t'wm.:speh“ .la&h. hpcu- Supervisor, the:
t was ' n

given a Imi--pm“ title to Chiel Official with
a §9,600 salary ase in less than 14 months wi his duties
decreased,
® Building permit [ee collections rose from $470,000 1o $871,000, in
Gregoric’s most recent two years, while new building starts dropped,
Building umuww fees received Board approwval to jump
from 3-times to 1 of the regular fees,
* Citations for building code infractions rose from perbaps 78 in
1981 to over 380 in 1983 — while the most aggressive neighboring
county issued only 144 citations im 1983 to a mwuch larger
lwudu:tmn. and

County planners — with Gregoric's approval — created a 1,200-
page General Plan, com e with about 100 of policies to be
adopted by the Board, before they made any elfort to seek public
input to this massively = ive » the mccurscy of which s
no’-“ being heatedly Ww ”m‘wll of the mﬂ munities to
which it applies.

page 2 Peninsula Citizvens' Advocate, P.O.Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062

by Gregorio

Three days all of Count
Gregorio's ruofu'tln 4 H

com nlllné.lr-m::ﬂﬂt Tinally .rg:’ a copy

1
and five "organization

ation. to
proposal, adopt 3
tlm'wulohﬁnu!mnhmm& 9
suburban, tract-home communities, namely:

Buelagns “?‘Zuc‘m_.."‘“"

Burlingame Hilla

Palomar Park Emerald

the Sequoia area North Fair Oaks

University Helghts

All of the Skyline and coastside areas are covered by onlny

La Honda “the south coast” the Skyline

& Montara/Moss Beach/El Granada (as one community].

We urge residents of Pescadero, Loma Mar, Kings Mount
londs, South Skyline, San Gregoric, and pewly
MontaraMossBeachElGranada to express ir

makeup of this committee to the other County Supervisors.
Ovganization representatives will be chosen from:
San Mateo County Development Amsn.

Building Industry Association
Building Trades Council

and the

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space Dist.

Peninsula Space Trust

Trust for Public

Committee lor Green Foothills

Sierra Club, and

League of Women Voters.
Groups unmentioned suprisingly inclade the County’s Agricultural
Advisory Board, the Coastal Landowners Association
members covering over 50% of the land west of

e ':;'d-r "b;‘hl.lml"ﬂmh_” pose
olld appesr = a1 fimt e = %0 Dave BT Bt B
S ciusion of the Opes Spece Distvict &

And, we hope you will express your opinios of Arien

T o, o By U B i e S et e

State Senate seat.
Will Citizen Input Be Allowed
To Building Inspection Review?

Loading the membership of the
review m;:mm with suburban gFroups,

notifly interested ties of s creation, are not the omly
Supervisor Arlen s

input.

Concerned homeowners, Y oOwners,
construction workers may be allowed little or no opportumity to
provide input to the committee.

Gregoric  instructs the committes omly to, "Review with
County wtafl the present building inspection services and proce-
dures.” then develop recommendations and report them 10 the
Supervisors.

The review process is described as being: "Review a staff-
prepared summary of services and procedures”, and “mest with
building nspection stalf (o discuss those services and procedures.”

Is a permit required for white-washing?

If you want prior sotice of the of this citizsem
commitiee to be amply publicized, and you wast opportunity for
exlensive testimony and input, it might be best for you to tell
the rest of the County Supervisors about it, right sowl

November, 1984




Peninsula Citizens’ Action Supports Tom Nolan for Supervisor

Unless you bave reason to vole olberwise, we urge you to vole
for Tom Nolas for San Mateo County .
This recommendation follows about six hours of extensive

of Nolan and of his nt, Aldo Silvestri, plus several
m conversations with tes. .

Frankly, it was a close choice — under slightly different
circumstances we would be backing Aldo. However, several specific
mswes tipped m in favor of Tom.

Neow

Tom Nolan is committied Lo supporting our proposal to place
local ing and mmn- under the exclusive
of elected councils. would achieve the same

of control those issuss as s alre
mfmnm and towns, without tﬂm-’n”‘ :}
Tox did espress concerns about lm atlon
and staliiory Umitations. However, explicitly

m a proposal — permitied

and be is Dot

as establishing community councils to advise County
issues, and setting County offices in distant
3 ing inspectors could serve

Assessor Halts Building Official’s Access to Files
by Jim Warrea

In the first week of October, San Matec County Assessor
Roland Gismnini informed Chief Building Official Paul idt that
the Assessor’s office would o longer furnish information from the
assemor’s filea, except when the building official s ascting as a
property owner's agent, complete with signed authorization from the
cwper,

Giammini stated that, under Section 408 of the Revenue &
Tazation Code, the assessor re are confidential imformation.
Only basic name, addreas, and assessment information is available 1o
the public — or to other agencies such as the building imspectors.
Information to support accurate and fair assessments —
concerning things as square f[oolage, number of rooms, dates
and types of improvements, etc. — are notl public record. Such
information will no longer be furmisbed to the building inspecsors —
formally or informally — except with written permission from the
property owner.

Of course, individuals always have the right to review the
records on the property they own.

I’ b our impression that Assessor Giannini took this action
promptly after becoming aware of the situstion and its ramiflica-
tions. We would ke to praise him for this action, and encourage our
readers to heep this in mind the next time they vote [or an assessor.
It's always nice 1o have a Civil Servant worlung as 3 civil servant.

$1 Xevox Fee 1o the Assesscr
ar $25 "Ressarch Fee" to the

Owners of clder structures can pay the Building Inspection
office a $25 "research lee” to get copies of their records. Or, they

Peninsuls Citizsens' Advocate, P.O.Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 4062

Local Coastal Plan

The Local Coastal Plan rigidly governs and regulates much of
the coastside. It also extends for many miles inland — far beyond
the beach protection which most people thought they were wot
for when they supported Prop.20 some years -;g .

Many of the farmers, growers, and homecwners trying to live
and work under the LCP regulations are now woicing major
complaints. The County Planning Department nﬁrmﬂ opposes
opening the LCP for review, much !cr:-'uy possible nvL The
County Planners in Redwood City like what they built.

clan is flat-out willing to open the LCP, promptly, for review

and possible revision. He feels that it s aot cast in stone, and that
there are serious problems that should be reviewed and addressed.

Silvestri is somewhat hesitamt about °’-".§ the LCP fox
review, but is willing to 4o so if people come to the Supervisors with

justified complaints about it — whichk many fee! has already
occurred, repeatedly.

Practical Political Experience

Perbaps the most important capability a Supervisor must have
is the ability to accomplish something while working with diverse
and often opposing groups. This is icularly true in this Count
power politics, where strong-arm Pllp;:'i rip at county officials ln,;‘
every direction — ranging from ive environmestalists, to
land developers, to construction trades wmioms. ALl have legitimate
concerns; some are clawing and scratching {or every iota of personal
benefit, often st the expense of the residents communities in
the County’s unincorporated areas.

Tom has extensive experiemce in worlking with such power
players. Most of his background concerns commumity or and
consensus politics within diverse and initially antagonistic at
a local, state and even national level (see details, elsewhere).

Aldo has a wide range of political experiesce, but most of it
has been within southcoast community and agricultural groups. He
clearly has the willingness and courage to do battle with the
County's h~and-gougers, but has less of a track record ia such
power politics.

Special Intereat Groups

Some folks bave expressed concern about Tom's affilistion with
the county development association and the comstruction irades
unions. Frankly, we also had those concerns. These concerns are not
an issue with Aldo; since he has avoided close affiliations with any
special interest groups.

We had several candid conversations with Nolas about this, to
glean some mnihl into his personality and ethics. Based on these
personal contacis — and, more importantly, on his clear record
during two decades of full-time work in the areas of buman services
and community action — we have concluded that he will enercise
ethical and fair judgement in his decisions as County Supervisor.
Specifically, we believe that he has not "sold out” to special interest
gEroups — nol even the special interest group composed of residents
of the unincorporated areas. We believe he will listen to all sides, as
he should, and will tend 10 make decisions based on fairmness and
reason.

We are also convinced that be bhas bheard our concerns,
understands most of the issues, and i supportive of our positions at
& basic, philosophical level. We believe he bas a strong bias towarda
local control over local maues, and strongly supporis diversily and
freedom, rather than an autocratic bureaucracy.

In no way is this meant to imply that Aldo would respond any
differently than Tom on these issues. We have {ound both men to be
ethical and responsive individuals, equally concerned aboul providing
fair and responsible representation for all of ther constituents.
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G

to Homeowner

No Help, Less Action, Possible White

by Jim Warren

In our previous lssue, we gave & major,
report of our -moun. with Ca-ur

Arien Gregorio, re
concerns we h-n bean Hﬂ.
We went out of cur way to deal with Arien
fairly. We did our best to support what we
hoped would be his efforts to correct the
ties we reported.
WMW response was an inelfec-

tive

only
CEAE N W

Leave Older Homes Alome
We pointed out that homeowners were
being cited for hape-illegal comstruction
that was as much a8 20 or 30 years oid —
often on the tax rolls for decades. We
recommended that such older coastruction be
irrevocably “grandfathered in® except
where there was & clear health or safety
. documented neighbor-

hood couplmu
Arlen's responee: He pro a citizes
committee — delayed in iy {ormation wntil
alter the November ©6ih  elections. His
committee iz heavily biased towards the
bayside's relatively sew suburban tract-home
communities, building trades groups, and —
for some stran reason — enviroamental
groups. Arlen’s instructions are thay it is to
ate its recommendations only by meet-
with the wery county bureaucrats about
whom 80 many have complained for so h!.
he tudnl wuggest any public imput, t-

S-n other articles regarding this building
mcucu committee which
is for our alleging that Arlen's

was "passively covert” and a "poten-
:E? whitewash.”

Excessive Fees & Penalties May Be m..-:
We point tha huﬁu
were - 'i:ut:-in‘ For b -r!mc
the Count one and onl phadncwndc
less than $38,000, plu—f}l.t'l fee collections
umﬁd $151,000.
Aso, the Board of Supervisors — with
as one of its members — bad raised
ties for building code wviclatioms from a
-times pemalty to 10-times the normal
pa-.n fees. They also raised the ceiling on
those penalties from §$1,500 to $12,000 —
$3,000 on each of four required permits.
And, they induiged in a hl of Double-
k — renaming what had been the 3-times
“investigative and penmalty fee” to be the 10-
times “investigative [ee® bothk clearly
intended to be a penalty, amply illustrated by
the discussion when the increases were
adopted.
This language-modification s compara-
ble to the 1982 ch in title from "B
Inspection Supcrvborm'! to “"Chief Suumﬂ‘n‘
O’E:-‘ul. with wirtually identical job descrip~
tions and = slight decrease in duties, but a
salary increase of 35,887 within two months

Arien Gregorio st meeting with PCA"s Jim Warren

photo by Jam Sutter

of an earber 33,681 salary increase — using
public funds, of course. This was another
action adopted by the Board of Sups during

Gregorio’s tenure.
Skankweed, by amy other name, still

Arlen's response to this ledger domaim
The committee was not instructed to eval-
uate fees and ties, and it almost
certa will not evaluate the Chiel Building
Otfici salary.

Pesalties Without Due Process of Law

We poted that bullding Ities are
being collected without any judicial hurm;
-grﬂc-totlepxmccuh - in
this case, money — is being de under
threat against home and property and without
-ry of law; an action expresmly
b=tk the U.S. and California

i . B
nisien Uy

tutions.

Diligent Research & Legal Opinion Requested
We explicitly asked Arlen to urge the
District Attorney to perform “due dil l'nn:e

hin-_ﬂ?hty of such Fl:lhiml: ul

ty collection specificall
24 the mim lssues, any

state statutes prokibi service fees that
are cleulr excessive. —r

s “due diligence® and "legal opinion®
have ln caphtn meaning to nr attorney —
and s I law And, we made it
clear that we, - their meanings.
They require dm t investigatation of a
subject, and a Iu-n'u:ln opinion ir':;ndhs. legal
ramifications, possible jecpardy, defensibuli-
ty. etc. The attorney issuing such an opinion
may be liable for adverse comsequences
deriving from inadequate research or failure

to disclose all major ramilications.
We ashed Lhat Arlen obtain such &
for the County's salf
s for the benefit of the

un ke o por . residents

to whom th.l‘m ,—d?‘l?
Arlen's 1

said — with head slightly

somewhat averted — was that be
the District Attorney if the fees
and had been told that they were

far cry from pul’ur-i
iwuing. o loga gy iy g
- l!

Prokibit Ah-o-lA-—wl—h
We pointed out um

had prowled through
for any hl- mll Lions — ::
decades~old violations for which cf n

ctice had

been lssued. We sald that the pea

been stopped — perbaps u‘r- and only
by administrative action ter lowd public
outcrys. We asked that Arien wge the
Supervisors to adopt specific guide

use of assessor un.p“;uh p-d!: !:
abusers.

Arlen's response: The committee? It was
not instructed to address this insue, either.

Scr-ullusu!! MC“M
Given

had
were
were. This

pre of
arrogance, coefcxm. and & -u
Cr.m:!y staff, we wm <4 -

staflf who will deal with the public, -d
evaluating stafll who come in comtact with

We asked that policies be adopted that
would avoid building inspectoes m used
I;y vindictive neighbors and in .
euds.

We asked that targets of “"complaints”
allegi code -
wm‘.ﬂm IM-%-.:
excessive comstruction Costs, fees
and penaltiz: — at least bave the
know their sccuser . . . a5 is troe
criminals, who are
less for much more sericus
2l We asked that m mspection

orities be set able to the
priovities "for law em‘mm.-c wed by the
Sheriff's tment — who are rarely seen
on or west of Skyline.

Response: You know the refrain, by ow.

We asked that building codes be M
to local commumity peeds and
aliowing common-sense variations Mvm
codes lied to crowded, tract-home sub-
urbs, codes applied to the distant rural
and mountain homes.

We asked that criteria be specified for
replacing a Chief Building Official who makes
significant, provably false statements to the
press, the public, and his superiors.

Response: Zipl

("
real
far

Attorneys: Class Action Proposed for Excessive Building Fees

OK — all you legal beagles out there,
Hsten up: San Mateo County is charging
building fees that grossly exceed reasonable
fees for services provided. For instamce, in
the last fiscal year, they collected over
$252,000 for "plan checking® while their one
and only plan checker received less than
$39,000. hile new construction declined,
buildi fee coliections rose from less than
$470, , two years ago, to ower $871,000
last fiscal year.

Additionally, the County has collected
well in excess of §$100,000 u}ﬁmitv fees for
building code inlractions. ugh they are
called “investigative fees,” they are clearly
pensities. All public testimony surrounding
their increase [rom 3J00% to 1000% clearly
discussed them as penalties, charged as

page 4

punishment — to be collected under threat
qnml bomes and properiy

I are colleﬂed 'uhout any judicial
process of law

If the County had simply admitted that
their pesalty charges and coliection practices
were questionable, and offered to refund the
excessive amounts collected, we would have
taken this no further. However, this response
is simply unacceptable.

Questions: Are there any
attorneys outl there willing to take this on —
perhaps s a clam l:nn suift on =&
contingency basis’ Would you access to
the computerized PCA no-ln of 1,200+

rhh!!l!-r:hd S-luuu

y for every possible

wiected them from the

none of whom live in the umincorporated
areas, and none of whom are subject to the
lmthrv-ﬂdnr'm!

There was a lea Party in Bostoa, a
€ = of exactly
nn:Io! l’m?”ﬁ‘.",’\': .fou-h-t-‘l'-
Party, this time on the wesl comst, where
distant! and uresponsive rulers are aguin
:m-m‘u—'“m—
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State Sena -
Morgan vs. Gregorio

Both Bechy Morgan and Arien Gregorio have Sacramento fever,
eyes on a State Senate seat, for grabs November bih.
Mergan s & Santa Clars County visor]; Cregorio s her

“‘7! to trassportation and tloxic wastes. However,
distinct differences surfaced in their October 3Ird debate in San
Mateo,

on Education,
Morgan: Stromg —

Becky Morgan served five years on the Palo Alto school board,
and taught school prior to that. Based on that practical experience,
she s pushing [or elfeclive improvements in education. These
include tying salary and tenure benefits to performance, and

requirements for teacher credentials.

Alter receiving a Stanford MBA, Morgan served two years as a
vice president of the Bank of America, responsible for corporate
loazs. As such, she has sxperience dealing with financial matiers in
a responsible and business-like mannaer.

As Chair of the local Tranait District, she has pushed to extend
BART from Daly City to San Jose, and bas proposed a variety of
other transportalion improvements.

As & Santa Clars County Supervisor, she led the way in
creating one of [irst — and strongest — local toxic cleanup
programa n the nation, & program that has served as a model for
state programs.

Esviraement, Political Experience

Arlen Gregorio is a lawyer who has spent his last twelve years
as a state and al politician. He tends to highlight enviroamental
interests and counts his past eight years experience in the Sesate
among his strong cards.

A graduate of Stanford Law School, he was a Deputy City
Attorpey in San Bruno for eight years, and in private law practice
for twelve more. He served two terms in the State Senate, and bas
been a San Mateo County Supervisor since 1979.

wa- Same Song
candidates have taken active stands for safe, clean water
and agaimst toxic waste. Each opposes the peripheral canal — ome of
Goversor jan's pet pro This opposition is significant
in the case of Becky Morgas, & can.

They equally favor BART and Caltrans improvements, support
tougher law enforcement, and oppose rent control.

The Differences:
Edncation Lottery,

Morgan fatly opposes the use of eminent domain condemaation
to force property owners to give up their land to the Midpeninsula

mm.dbrunqmnuumwtn

Gregorio was unw commit to such restraint, saying that
perbaps something sbould done, but that condemmation powers
were needed for such things as roadway aquisitions — which was
clearly not the question. .

Morgas supports Prop.}7, which would establish a state Iottery
to belp fund educational programs, and perbaps avoid the mecessity
of a tax increase for education. Gregorio opposes it.

The Local Coastal Plan

Each coastal county in California bas adopted a Local Coasta)
Plan that restricts what asyose can do in those areas. In
Saz Mateo ty, the LCP sometimes reaches all the way to
Skyline. Numerous coastal {armers, wers, and land owners —
pewly aware of the LCP's ramifications ~— are desperately

for a review of San Matec's Coastal Plan.

favors such reviews and reasomed improvements in
Local Coastal Plans.

bas been unwilling to suppert calls for such review
and possible modification.

from the

—— — who reportedly mlew-D:mnic party line
well over 90% of his eight years in the Senate — i3 unwilling to take
a stand on the reapporticnment imitiative, Prop.39, saying that it
could be fairer. Republican Morgan supports it (and has not served in
& party-oriented legialative body, so has no "party line® record).

The Advocate notes that — oy time it wants to — the
legislature can creste a "wmore [air” proposition and place it on the
ballot to allow the woters to replace and fix any Prop.19
imperfections — a fact generally ignored by both parties.

Peninsula Citizens’ Action
ENTIRELY SUPPORTS
Use of State-Permitted Building Codes
and
Building Inspections
that Focus on
Legitimate Health and Safety Issues

" ® State Senate Candidaie Becky Mongan
Advocate Supports
Becky Morgan for State Senate

Partially, this is a recommendation for Becky Morgan. We have
examined her record in Santa Clara County, somewhat, and have the

im that she is emergelic, respousive, practical, effective
mt! will exercise linancial prudence in the Stale Semate. ’

And sadly — as is all toc often the case, these days — our
recommendation is partially a recommendation ber op~
ponent, Arien Gregorio. It is all the more sadd ia that we
unvﬂy supported Arlen when he first ran for the State Sesate,
about 12 years ago. However, this time, we have taken a much
closer look at his record in San Mateo County, and find it grosaly
lacking:

By his inaction — and sometimes by
backed a building inspection department that has more than doubled
its fee collections while new comtruction has declined. This fociuded
voting for more staff and more equipment when new bullding Is st ax
all-time low.

He has been umwilling tc open the Local Cosstal Plan for
review and possible modification when nu*{ of his comstitcents who
are under its repressive contro! are bitterly complaining about its
excesses and inequities.

By imaction and lack of committment, be has effectively
supportied the threat and we of eminent domain condemnation to
force unwilling residents and property cwners to give up their land
to the Midpenissula Open Space District.

His introduction of the building inspection practices commit-
tee — without appropriate notice, loaded with unfaly Bias,
and instructed for cbedience — was an inept action and te
response to the problems that have been amply documented. It
simply continues an intolerable status quo.

His fuhhc support of Chief Building Olficial Paul Schamidt,
who's work he has praised as “superb,” in the conlext of forming &
committee 10 review Schmidt's work was completely inappropriate.

He has am demonstrated that he either doesa't hawe the
energy or doesa't the will to fairly effectively represent all
of his constitueats — instead of a {ew special interests.

We deserve better in Sacramento — and we believe that Becky
Morgas can do belter than Arles Gregoric.
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“Life-

*The thruwst of what we are

'"'"'"""u.;".':"E_-, issved ower SB0O

hd!lﬂ tations 1 ated res-
fdents ¢l"ll). -d -boul no the nnt

seven months of 1984. ln comparison, Samta

Cruz c—w - the most adjacent

count fssued only 144 194, although

the we a much larger unincorporated area

with many more unincorporated residents and
mes.

Koenig went on to say, *1 would like to
see us operate reascnably. If we dom’t —
bring it to our attention.”

We encourage readers to examine the
facts and then offer their candid comments
to the San Mateo County Supervisors, County
Government Center, Redwood City, CA
9406) — and perhaps send a copy to the
Advocate.

- Tem
which

Reasom Prevailed . .
The meeting at
these comments was also attended by Chiel
Building Official Paul Schmidt, who operates
under Koenig's supervision, and County Super-
wvisor Jackie Speisr. Thereafter, commumity
gossip indicated that excessive —are
veillance and citation did, in fact, decrease -
- for about siz months.
was also evidence from
several directions — that Koenig balted the
practice, purswed by several inspectors, of
comparing building records with assessor
records apd citing construction for which
buflding imepection records could mot be
found — even if the construction had been on
the assessor's rolls for 20 or 30 years.

1984: Commumity Pressure Disappears,
Excesses Within é6 Months

With i return o reasom,
there was mo further community action. And,

1 esses were agaln
:’lj:. m ::]r l:::l cn-m ﬂ.

Numercus residents
mnunw me

but Dtli! changed.

The citation counts, detailed here, prove
that there was effective reduction in the
level of enforcement. Their

h' nn were [l life-
'-m' imply Y agrant,

Since the Supﬂrbm refused to act,
Peningula Citizen's Action came into exist-
ence as the last available resort for pursuing
& permanent solution to this situation.

"Uphold the Law"
In supporting the of building
citations, ome Supervisor repeatedly

entoned, "We have a responsibility to d
Ih ln-v! a uloucnl equl.llr 4 r
1 MPH and

Hmit
m-. on lh ﬂr‘u thn-c commu-

Ol'hcu.l Paul Schmidt has
rtpcltcdly stated that he is only enforcing

ocenig made

level
has

“Big Dan™ Cunningham reviews red tag no. 651

photo by Jan Sutter

the law, and implied that his citations are
concerned with issues of bealth and safery.
PCA neroxed over 1,280 citations, dated
1980 through 1984, from Schmidt's records —
presumably public records, just like police
records of other cited viclations. Here is a
preliminary summary listing of those cita-

ﬁt-qbc-“‘f’.ﬂ'umm.
Comstruction Decreases

Schimdt took over as Chief Buildk
Official in l9l0 His citation books contai

18 citations dated 1980, and 78 dated
19‘71. However, by 1982, be bad pushed it up
to 244, and more than doubled that by 1983 -
- up to 589.

ty f{ee — collected under

with c:ﬁhﬂ { $1,500,
2 ©
foes, with a n!lin. of !ll 000!
By Schmidt's

w of jum;
,000 in 1981-198 to over §

1983-1984, while new residential eoutrucum
from 117 units down to 109, and new

o-n munl reports,
lrnﬂ

commercial construction plunged from 52

units down to 13 mnits.

You Be The

See how the building inspectors have
spent their time — and limited public funds.
Find the most ridiculows citation — the
listing includes citations for sliding doors,
shoe shine st fishponds and treehouses.

Most cert y there are some serious
viclations. And, some of the cited violations
could be life-threatening.

However, most of the citations appear
to be a far greater threat to homeowners'

and residents’ rental
Y are mmmd with threats te

:l holllh -- -ua lhlm
dlpaﬂ..l Inu a Cu-ly profit
Y R K
r- to be * . violations®
life-threatening.
The list includes 21 elutl_ for
and 154 citations !w reroofing

re| often done
o P30 chations” Bt

companies. It luludn
repairing or replac siding on homes,
It nd’“ 3' citat for

much of ft on remote rural and ain
farms and ranches. Although there are
several cases of clearly abusive pﬂm
you imagine sach [armer having 10 go ¢

the county's endless bulldl? permit h
every time bhe wants to any wignificant

asding?

~ m%'" 100 citations concern garage
conversions; several more are for interior
remodeling — heinous crimes where tha law
must be enforced — and penalty fees must
be collected.

—

Caveats
This s » preliminary “.“n'f'h:t PCA's
copies of Schmidt's red-t list
.:im certainly contains .,.;?iucms:u:‘
The tag: were Incomplete, in numerous
instances - - often having incomplete
owner/address/city information, and rarely
having zip codes. Thus, some D‘ the ltmtl.
cities, and zip codes are
rect. Some xerox copies were Glll’mll w
impossible to read.
The one - line description of each
violation was excerpted — om the :u - by
the temporary typis! who was eat
data into one of the PCA computers. It was
summarized from what was sometimes sever-
agra hand-written and abbreviat-
.d’t'n'ru-.’.’?u'm on the original red-tag. As
such, there are likely to be some inaccuracies
in those summaries.

Format of Listing

sequence number; PCA s amply
prove the existeace of these citations.

An "a" after the number indicates
the cnamn was in Schmidt's two volumes
active, uncleared citations. The fact
there are active citations that sre three
four years cld — some !u-qm!'hlﬂl- -
- implies that either Schmidt is in
enforcement, or sloppy in hia
or both.

Those with a "c* alter the number were
in his third volume of citations that had been
cleared — often cleared payment of
extensive penalty and permit fees.

Following the parenthesized number and
letter §s the street name gives on the
citation which might be the wmwailing
address of the property owner — then the
code, and finally th date of the
citation. PCA deleted the specific street or
box nnbeu to avoid embarrassment for the

=B o R
lhr.\uld be borne the County
have tolerated contioue to defend
situation.

County Building Inspection ‘Stop Work Notices’ (‘Red Tags’)

1980 citations: 18
1981 citations: 7€
1982 citations: I44
1983 citations: 589
1984 citations:

active redtags: 874 (in County books of umcleared redtags
cleared redtage: 412 (often cleared by paying penalties, {ees)

total citations: 1286

2nd dwelling unit citations: 11
trailer/mobile bome citations: 70

roofing citations: 154
siding citations: 20
grading citations: 40

“.‘.-ﬁu-

- e et s

Treyerr

Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, P.O.Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062

330 (through 7/84, projects to 566 for year)

ind motices: |
3rd notices:
4th motices:
S5th motices:
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For Commo

l&w;‘ltl tell your (riends io San
- City to support Connie
the Illd.nl-zu-la Regional Open
District (MROSD) from the Tth Ward.
tar twelve yoars, it's time for changes on
seven member board of directon.
Barba will bring fresh perspectives 10 an

m&; long overdue for a shakeup.
s Barba is also a personal friend of
ber oppoment, current board member Dick

MROSD has been in the news
with nllo.n!n- of land-grabbing tactics and
high-handed use cf eminent domain condem-
nation, attempting to [orce unwilling proper-
ty owners to give up land desired by the Open
Space District. For example, “Open Space
District Candidates’ Dispute®™ accuses the
current directors of "1 -grabe,” In the San
Jose Mercury of Wednesday, October 10th.
*Peninsula Open Space istrict Doean't
Please Ever " voices similar criticisms in
the San Francisco Examiner of Sunday,
October l4th.

Bill Schumacher, Chalrman of the San
Mateo Cousty Board of Supervisors, has even
e P.ltﬂl[lv quoted as stating that the Open
Space District is an "elitist, arrogant®
organization. The articles provide abundant
evidence implying that Schumacher's charac~
terization may be accurate.

Barba Opposes Forced Agquisitions

Barba is adamantly opposed to the Open
Space District's use of eminent domain
condemnation to compel peocple to give up
their land, such as was the case in aquiring
the Hassler Health Home near San Carlos,
and more recently forcing the Jesuits to
relinquish property in Los Gatos at a price
which some allege far below potential market
rajue.

Public Use of Public Lands
U elected, Barba intends to push flor
preater public access to the lands held by the

Sense on Open Space, Elect Connie Barba

Open Space District — an agency originally
created by the voters as a Parks District. She
wanis more and better trails throughout Open
Space lands, the installation of restroom and
drinking facilities, and a serious and effective
effort 1o minimize adverse |mpacts on
adjacent property owners.

f

District stall member lald the

Advocate that restroom sad faci-
lities are specifically mot vided
MROSD lands, by Districl policy. Thi b
somewhal suprisl consider the
potential health .auﬂh. ooh. ad-
dressed by County bullding and offi-
cials when they occur on private farme and
ruc!:lu. ‘!\n.u‘::l.nd.l hch:: W
possibly sireams
and nnrm bushes in place nlﬁm
Hassler for Cultural Use

Barba vigorously objects to the attempt-
ed bulldozing of the Hassler building complex,
& demolition that would cost tampayees a
quarter of a million dollars. Instesd, shs is
siding with the Arts Council and & wide range
of other cultural groups in support Hans-
ler's use for a variety of cullu;nrl\nc lons in
an open space setting. Pointing out thal more
people attend cultural evenis than sports
events, Barba supports a full range of uses lor
the already-aquired buildings, including uses
by artista, senior citizens, and others who
have cultural interests as well as environmen-
tal interests.

She s also deeply displeased by
MROSD's massive expenditure of Open Space
District public funds for a whole Battery of
attorneys, obstinately continuing thelr at-
tempt to override a court restraining order
that currently hibits them from (further
destroying the !'fuslrr buildings.

These are the reasons Peninsula Citis-
ens' Action urges you to W t Connle
ey B® uppor

Praise for County Supervisors
And while we're at it, we would lke to

favoring a
more reasoned approach to MROSD uses of
Open Space properties, which have been
purchased with public funds.
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e Car
Day

Baysiders Limi
per Family, 60 M

by Jim Warren
Pescadero, April 1, :m-— Citing unl:l:‘ p-.:ﬂ- and
g‘,‘ﬂ- Coun ln"h'n t of one car or
or o::: tun"u in the m\.-‘y:lh communities of
lnl-lrnchto‘cnhudl-'ﬂuphaw Byrr.ltylln
Cownty’s Urban Planning Department, also a limit of 60 miles
[ "’m family, sccording to Urban ing Director Gollath

Even (amilies with in-laws or caretakers will not be permitted
to have more than one v;::’c.lu. for it would exceed the maximum
capacity of the fragile ba roads.

k{ihql lu.u.:m is the *County” Urban Planning Departmant,
the Department only has jurisdiction over the incorporated cities
and towns within the County.

The residents of the unincorporated areas will not be affected
by the proposed regulation.

The notion of restricling baywide residents in this manner was
first suggested by several coastside environmental groups. Rolf
Punji, Executive Director of the Coastside Land wvers Associa-
tion, sald, "We [ee! the bayside should be congested and
polluted. When we drive over there, we don't like the ugly smog and
endless traffic jams., This regulation will make it much more
besutiful and peaceful for us when we visit there."

Jimmie Worn, the pontificating publisher of the Peninsula
People’s Pablum, used two paragraphs to say, "We approve.”

ed by Green Hills

wl.onn?-’ Roamery, lmﬂlt for the Committee for Green
Rills, also volced her organization’s support for the wehicle and
mileage limit saying, “After all, what good is it to have green hills i
you can't see them because of the pollution? As my part of this
worthwhile e!fort, | have already put my Delorean up for sale.”

$79,000 for Increased Surveillance

To enforce this and other County re tions, Plann
Director Hall requested $79,000 to expand his on staff
equipment. This will include red lights and a siremn for Chiet
Inspection Official Mary Smite's car — equipment which Smite
asked for years ago.

Smite's inspectors will be encouraged to do door-to-door
isspections. This will, of course, include walking up driveways and
'.-hruhrn.n. However, Smite says, "Aggressive surveillance is
eatent i we are to protect the public from these serious health
and safety hazards.”

Superviscrs Support Smite

Tha Coumt visors plan. J’Uti!rm"
their A nn’em "We h:?- seen graphic evidence of at leas
14 pe;m iz this County without permits. After all, we took
=n oath to the law.”

Supervisors Not Subject to
P o s M m"m?"m Ty mchlrﬂnﬂ',
to vote [or somel t. are

penalty fees that are lo'ﬂofuneulotunnlz:h.nh wi
generate lots of money for them to toss around. And, they aren't
even subject to the regulations they're uh'uuar.'

Investigating this, we found it true. five Supervisors live
cutside the permanent jurisdication of the County's Inspectors and
wehicle ordinances.

The preceding is satirical fiction. Sadly, it is disturbingly
comparable to fact.

chly supported the

County Pl
Input to

uest Community
ugh 2000 A.D.

A new G-.' al H:mhn been
the contents of which regulate
now 'I’lllo the 2lst utn.‘:u of nineteen
the ann Commission have already occurred; public
revisions ohf..lh- General Plan are -doxu.ld to be col
20th.

Written input is specifically requasted, and app to be
fair consideration in revising the proposed -
difference. Here are some guestions in which the
Department stafl are particularly interested:

for San Mateo
ted

Park and Recreation
addressed in a General Plan that covers the next two decades?
having
can
the negative lmpacts be lessened or neutralized?
County’s unincorporated areas?
facilities?
access be denied to some areas? Sho those areas opem to public
What other policies, regulations, restraints and incentives
Visual Quality

R esources
What are some issues affecting the ac tion and dewe
ment of additional park and recreation facilities that should
What impacts — positive and negative — are
upon lurrmndu?:‘lrcu. and om the pwhpatcm cmilu’?f
t role should Federal, State, Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District, and other agencies have in h%
and maintaining park, open space, and nnmmm in
t ahould these park and recreatiom facility povld-n do to
coordinate their efforts in maintaining — and e - such
(An Advocate addendum: Should any, some, or all of the
publicly-owned open space be open te&bllc access, or should public
access be publicized? Should public service facilities — such as
water and restrooms — be provided?)
should the County sdopt, relative to park, recreation and open space
facilities?
What problems of rural site planning {or new comstruction and
for remodeling of existent structures should be regulated or

addressed by General Plan policies?

what circumstances should design review of mew
construction or remode be re in & commumity, and when
nluulws’;; not be required? What of design review should be
re

How far should scemic corridors om each side of viswally
interesting roads be extended to protect views? What kind of
regulations and restraints should be applied to the property and
construction in those scenic corridors?

What other suggestions do you have for County policies and
regulations” What restraints and incentives would you suggest for
maintaining and/or enhancing the wisual gquality of Sem Mateo
County’s mincorporated areas?

Historical & Archasclogical

Are there sreas or facilities that should be considered for
designation as a historic district?

What restraints should be placed on the wes of historic
structures?

What other regulations, restraints and incentives would you

t lati to historical and archaeclogical topics,
inc t:th.t.:au:tﬂﬁwllﬂnf =

Send your suggestions and comments to: General Plan Project,

County Planning Department, County Government Center, Redwood
City, LA 94063° You might ale send & copy to us st the Advocate.

{continued from precious page )
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—Letters @h@Opinions from o @eaders—

“We have all mached the puinl where we foel we are living under » Gestapo-
type operstics snd unreasonable requirements . [t s regrettable that we
must remain ssenymous becsuse of  these inapectors for fear of retalia-
o and harssmsent ~

Te Tha Basersble Bsard of Supervisers:
fe: Buildiag and Seslih Deparissats Tectice

We live ia ke saiscerpersted arsa of WMeanle Park, Ben Mates
Commty amd bave suffsred from sese of Lhe sese harrssssent
from the Bullding sad Neslih Departsests that ls mew baing
veloed by Pemiasuls Citisens' Advemate.

We have mo shjection Lo regulstions of & ressonssle maturs

balng kept by all citisess lo the wainderporsted arsas. MNewsver,
we Bawvy all resched the point whare we foel we are liviag under &
Gestapa-typs eperitlion snd wunresdessble rogulrasests.

We alee fesl the id Hoc Committes that Le Balng formed abould
et be s white—vash cemmitiies, Bbul ane repressating the feir
cemplainte of the citisess in all the salscerporated srsas of
Sas Mates Commty.

It is regreishls thet we fesl we must ressis sasseyscus
of eur busisess with the Cousty of San Mateo and

Pecavan
g vl thase
laspesters far fear of retalietion snd harsssssst .

All of we whs live in Lhase unisdorporsted arsss will, meturslly,
wateh the sttlteds of the varicus sesbers of the Board of
Bupnrvisors sad react accerdingly at the poling place.

Thask you for your comsiderstics of sur semcers as we feel our
banes snd sur fisssces may be in jeopardy.

May wo alee Briag to your atiestiios that we sales own prepeartiy in
Sasts Clara Comsty asnd have done some considersbles work under Their
buildiag permits soad have mever rus fste any probless Lhat appesr
te v se prewiest is Ssn Mateo County Builcing snd Nealth Depart-
———ta

A Conceransd Citisen of Sens Mates
County

A

“Fimally, s newspaper not licking the boots of the buresucrats and their
perception of what i good for us.™
Tinnlly, n Adwspapes noT ;
‘oot OF Uhebumaliconrs aud Thep- perrgTon
wher is b For wus.
—ea T S L T R A, | e

o Ave Pw .ﬂuﬁ-

8Sen. Marz Garcia says “Keep up the good work"
@uitfornls $ate Senate

-
-

e
SENATOR MARZ GARCIA
o —
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— Letters@ng)Opinions from o gjeaders —

R R B

Zacinesd nlesss find ehack for tesnty dellare as =
subscription to PCA. en fully in sccord with shet
you_sre Irying to sccomplish, and sish you leck.
eaulA Jlke to renind you. howewer, that you are fesl-
toe with & "stacked deck that you, yoursell Selped
bring "nte aristence.

T probles srists becsuse of Proposition 1) the
sverbearing arssrance of pro-environsentalists led by

tw Blarre Club, Sresn Foothills, ete, and supported br
peopls llke yourself. fan wtec counmty, along with much
o' the State, rolled alons nlrely under the ban ar of
paring the Cosst - ss long as It 41dn't cost enythine -
in effect & Tree lunch, Now the ch!ickens hewe come home
te reost. Mnners ond plancing departments sre staffes
sith Stlerrs Club sspporters, and thay “mwve no Intentlon of
chansing, 8s you have “ond out. In e"fect, you are desi-
| eith gxtre=ists snd tealots =ich of the tlwe,

In rerard to your FUA, you sre trying to do & good Job, but
I Actact 8 dosble efped sword, You rell agsinet the plan-
nars, but Tou ving the pralses of Arles Jregoric - the only
one you ssy, who w»ill listen to you. Tell, =hy shoulén t he?
Je's the only one In that ceng who 1» currently runcing for

Uo I have 5 remind you twt Jregorie, over
besn ona 5° tha worst offenders In the scen-
describe, and “wp conslalern

Club, ete., surport 2ver the Jears®
tridtuted to Yo
eh3 will listen,

njoyed Slerrs
in e he has con-
problem., Bow, you sey he 13 the only one

coul”® continue, b think you get the ;oint. I w=iil not
ipn uy name #t this tise, Lecsuse I 48 rot cere to by added
¢ any planners 1ist, It would be bevond the resources of
Jour pa to exs=ine the pest sctivities of the Coastal
Cownts+lon. If you emjoy horror stories, you would find
shes in abunience st Thet level, meny of thes perpetrated

by your Tormer friends Ln the Sierre Llub, Oreen Posthillls,

il’
H
;;!il

B

11
!
;E

“Palice protection and traffic control: Get these crased
Skyline snd (Highway) 84 before they lake me with them inio

off of
L

| =t comcarnad Lhat there ll'nnu Be 2 07 Advocats whea, Jo ang
bebgid, thary 11 wey ttuffed In my P.0. pox. MNerrapl

Bead It tover to cover av | 41d the Tirsi, and fall the Firg '3
within thly rabble rouser. [Lowsy setaphor Tor & La Mesds redident.)
If | can prodece copy, let me know..1's & writer and willing ta
offer gratin service

Tow guys are doing & greal Job--sesty steff Never BeformSess In
Prist,

Off of sy seapbos and ontlo Uhe couch...A couple of good hreshfast
places are: Duarte’s In Pescaderc (mesn osleties and & Tushy/cory
stmosphere] and Fetch Joamne‘s et Piller Peint Marter, £l Grensde
(mere suburtar but stil] downbome, huge Breskfasts snd fres coffes
I thich, white sugy while you wall for your Loblel.

loqarlu? pelice protection and tralffic contral: Got LRGN CEFaded
motorcyciisty of f of Siyline and B4 pefore thay Lake s witlh 1hea
Iste the billgides! Where't » cop when you need oae? Lot's pest
siges a1 Alice’'s which state the nesber of Jeriy who Rave Docone
part of the Jandscape. Eaep 8 rusming tab o ‘ea. Show pheten?
Giwe residents & License to TIND Fools?

And police pretection? Normaliy, | see o sharifi‘y
car out here mapbe twic . ThiL rommer way Eiffarent, due
to our firebug.) Aad of those twd pas one 13 wswally
§ vehicies desmed abarndaned, You'll 1 $: Lest pear,
shariff came wandering through, marking vebicles a3 abandoned
instructing the tow truck Following Dekind Rim to take ‘e
Qur wae was ong of Lhe wnferls hicles--somitindly,
. Wmgn ot bome from worl and
n misting, we called the lowing compeny and asked why
iven & chance 1o respond to a licket. The towing
w3 that the sheriff gig try 1o give w5 & chasce to
or our door, b -
2:00 PR on o weekday. And off w

Angther Incident: we had 308 crary n!’tlo'! living scross the
streel from wi, who got into & Acreaming fight one might and
threatened 1o ki)l esch other. We called the sheriff and waited
for o car to arrive. Twe Mowrs later, with so sige of & patrsl
tar, we wenl 1o bed

Catch those dangerous adandoned wvebicles:
Once agein, thanks for yowr efforts. |'w losking Torwsrd o ihe
mest (13ue, and Rawe enclosed & ssdacriptios To Melp brimg it

forth, (wWish | could afford sore.] Thasks alse Ter arrengisg
ithe La Monda seeting wilh Tos Solem--T1"gll come!

e

“it's about time someone has taken oo the Building Depsrtment snd Planming
(Department). It's the tail wagging the dog ™
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!hnnue!The(hmmnﬂ‘.h‘lppnunhul
The l’h—q Dcpn!-tm s continuing
m o Tt o ol ‘é:.".‘#-.'?‘."u.,‘.‘.':s X 4

mnmA-D = stampeding to a proposed conclusion on

new General Plan will only to the wn ted
h.lt c«.u.-mg.mh of w are on or west of
the “pul ar have been held on
a-‘" tm in lh!ut‘Td-ood City. All -nth-.un.'
:a : the mos! minimal of bureaucratic undertatate-
- ﬁli to the news media and some of the interested
Froups with dayw or, at most, & few weeks' notice.

H—-D-‘l Know Where They're Going
lh- County Planbers promptly defined & schedule of
a tightly scheduled what could be dhn—l in sach

w, those ever-so-professional, experienced planners
:u‘l seem to fill out their schedule with location information.

This, of cowrse, makes it difficult 10 publicize mestings and
allow for adequate community organizing, but that's OK if public
isput s not really being sought ~ if all that is desired is & [ncade of

adequate public lnput.
Plassers Don't Kaow How to Facilitate Group Input
At most of the bearings, u; date, Planning Dow:..l staff
have re tedly used up significant time telling the M
Ga--t-pi‘::lﬂ and the \m"nnd participants — what s lhdy
in the General Plan. Presumably, the Commissioners and
participants have read the fn; chapters that the ﬂ—u. staff
permit to be discussed in each meet Though several partici-
ts — and even some of the Ca-m':a'lmn — have raised this
y 80 far, the Planning staff have continued to waste the grossly
te time that they have scheduled for public input.

v participants must sit there for three bours in order to
offer 24 minutes cf testimony in a lock-slep, once-around-the-table
presentation — witk oo rebutial and no discussion!

And the people who are oceganizing this and dictating its
operation have the sudacity to call themselves professional planners!
Amazing!

What is saddening is that the Planning Commissioners, so far,
bave politely accepted this inefficient sham.

Once Again, You Gotta Speak Out
I -nczhuuwuuuun-umu-un-
v ible to the resid of the areas for which the

m huq -ndebun the Plasning Co-nhnm Im'g want.

escaderc, La Honda, Half Moon Bay,
Hmu.h. Coﬂm of San Mateo, and — if they have facilities
~— Skylonda. Logical times are 7-10 p.m.
uym-uu notices of the bearings distributed well in
sdvance — that include such unusual information as the locations —
aak  for it. There i chluu!y Do reason why
can't flesh out the alre

7-“& location information, and publicize it moaths In advence —

just like any other significant event ... such as plasming owr future
from pow into the 21st Century.
Call and write to the Planning Commiisioners (not the Plasming

" San Mateo County Planning Commission
County Goverament Center
Redvool City, CA 94063
(415)3463 4161

It might be useful to also copy your letters to the Board of
#und to us, bere at the A ate.
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Director
Likes Our “Informed Approuch”

otofu i, #EY

| Iike your nesspoper. Aoy dovice thel sshes bureswcrels and
slscied representol ives sccountable for shet they de Is werthehlie,
| swport the Inforsed spprocch (het pou toke (o the losuss,
Eoep the heot on.

Sincerely,

ﬂﬂu1?‘7:-vm

Narry Turner, Directer

Hard 6

Nidpenineuic Beglona! Dpen
Spece District

reprinted with permission of wriler

“It s just fortunate we have someone . that has
the cournge to put on paper the thoughta of many.”

\«ouz;;vp wonk
o T ez

(CTRL Pl jor,. e

f«l‘ J‘wﬁw
ey ook e S

“Endeavor to have 3 General Plan (with) REALISTIC comsunity INFUT.

. meetings for this purpose (should ) be held in the mress thet will be affeci-
d.-:t us Skyline, La Honda, Pescadero, Half Moon Bay, Mostars, Pacifica,
and El Granada . . . st 30 hour that we working people, who help o pay your
wages, can econamacally sttend ”

T h -
§an ﬂr’a/ra aurr/y ﬁtrmn’ dﬂ!amm

u-ay rrvur ot Center:

rma Mb_?
." /25 a }a_- Eyb7ura. ‘~ 3

erKin 12D
.S!ﬂ’ ﬂ/‘ﬁ: e %:

mdm pr- rr_ 4

f”ﬁ% P “'Z *
gws* k’?; hee 6/;.5 m% 8'
Sk, Ahi ﬂjgb '
/’:z’;/;»nl?a 5 % nr /u'

L/ ordrna sa '

¢ these /varﬁn

an t‘!tyr 7‘%‘:{, P/‘ 2
lekre  Frelp p %:, ;
\ (& ecmarﬁf f

%ﬂ‘:
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Your donation to Peninsula Citizens’ Action will help
support effective organization, communication and action to

obtain local commumity control over local commumity actiom.
Domors will be placed on the malling list to receive future issues
of the Peninsula Citizens' Adwocate.

mailing
address .

siate

work phone

city
(optional) bome phone

losed, please find the following donation:
20, which will barely support & fair share of PCA's expenses
to ficantl t PCA's activities
5. =1/100th of |L 2,000 max. building pesalty fees
to serve as a major domor to this importanmt
munication and ts sctiom
can"t afford tc Aonate anything, but please place me
on the m Lt
Please rank the importance of rlnmnd PCA research and
publicity areas (1=greatest, 9=leasth:
policies & crdinances
wse, open space, parks, recreation
roads, highways, tr tation
police protection, traffic contrel

building inspection ctices
schools, tax bases, al education issues
other:

~ Flease o "Penimull Cilitens AcChon..
Mail toc PCA, Box 620616, Redwood City, CA W06
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Additional Supervisfly .om.uon

s degrees [ o-oa:';'é:'n"-'h'a'.mum‘
rom ege 1y,
el another master’s — in D} - trom
.‘-mum.::nf!olur' ur?htllpam.
was Chalrman of V ‘s Democratic Central Committies, ran
for their Mouse of Delegates —

umaucconsfull the counterpart
California's State Assembly.
He has extensive sxperience in organizing community and

Want partments?

tly!

B mm-mmmu-mhmm-uﬂnmm
to the Count Com
ATy
and/or legalized in what used to be

What? You have & major int
it was coming belore the
a first hearing on October 10th?

P_v'lrl_-fll submitting something of widespread Int

Act

political act and has generally worked in areas related to hu

and social These have luded Direc of the Social
Development Office of the Catholic Diocese of southwest Virginis,
establishing the city of Roanoke's first fair housing programs, and
or ganiz community participation among inner city residents.
Mh‘mmnmg this social concern, he and his former wife cared
for seven foster childresn.

Like the majority of the west coast's residents, he saw the lght
and moved Lo Califorzia about six years ago. He became the director
of the Growth Policy Council, a coalition of business, industry, and
labor primarily concerned with issues of st economy,
huiq.’:xtrmpwuuun in San Mateo County. The G became

1 of ibe San Mates Cousty Development Assoclation in
ovember, 1983,
Tom resigned as GPC's director to run for County Supervisor.

AMo immigrated to the United States from Italy in 1956,
became a citizsen in 1962, and settled in Pescaderc, where be has
been in ture small business {or fifteen years. He is
married bas four children, 18 to 25 years of age.

He has been inviived in community politics for some ysars. He
served seven years on the La Honda-Pescadero School Board, five
;ocrl on the Agriculture Stablization Board, four years om the

escaderc Town Couscil, and two years oo the Board of the County
Fair. He belped found the Agricultural Advisory Committee that
provides input to the county on issues related to agriculture.

At 1t County level, he came in almost-third in a bhotly
contested County visor's race two years ago, and served oo the
County's Planning Commission for three and a m(nlu.

Backers (Guilt by Association?)

Silvestri has the backing of maverick presidential candidate
and former Congressman Pete McCloskey, currest man Ed
Zschau, as well as California's Bob Naylor, all members of Silvestri's
Republican Party.

He also bas the endorsement of the San Mateo Times, plus the
mayors of Belmont, San Carlos, Foster City, Redwood City, South
San Francisco, and Woodside — communities with which the County
must work in effectively addressing a number of county-wide issues.

Aldo bas repeatedly made the point that he bas mot t mor
does he have the backing of any special interest or —

Pressare grows.

Nolan has the backing of Assembl Lou P and former
Congressmarn Bill Royer, plus County wvisors Bill Schumacher
and Anna Eshoo — with w! lhlu-&wv-‘ will have to work,
closely. These are all members of Nolan's Democratic Party.

He also bas the strong support of the Growth Policy Council,
the San Matec County Development Association, the Central Labor
Council's Committes on Political Education, the National Womes's
Political Caucus, and six of the county’s newspapers.

Poiats of Agreement — More or Less

Both Nolan and Silvestri t the creation of a sports
stadiure in San Matec County, t comstruction of a coumty
convention Center, and the building of a 4-lane Devil's Slide Bypass
that s botly supported by many coastside residents and property
owners, and equally hotly opposed by environmental groups and other
coastsiders.

Both are in favor of extending BART into San Mateo County as
far as the San Francisco Internati Airport, however Nolan would
like it to evemtually circle the Blz. whereas Silvestri would prefer
that it terminate directly into the Airport.

Nolan supports funding for commumity that may offer
ling as part of their services. Silvestri stromgly

abortion, “because of (his) Catholic belief,” however feels
that funding of groups that offer other services in addition to
tion counseling should be considered on a case-by-case basis.

i

rs  without amply publicizing the lssue
opportunity for public input? Yeah . . . we aren't Wb.:! a&.
We stumbled into the October 10th hear &l the
County offices on a different matter, and off comments we

believe reflect widespread Skyline and coastside preferences,
much more input is needed. s

We Proposed Local Zad Unit Programs

" d:’eﬂup‘ lﬂ“: most major ph‘l we made was Lhat there should
ifferent unit ms for different com

rather than one rigid, comg‘-iﬁ conformity. . N
For instance, Ladera would like smaller mazimum sizes and oo

tandem parking. Other bayside communities want tandem

and the current size limits. Coastsiders in large, sparsel

areas — particularly on acreage-sised parcels — pro

want any parking constraints and perhaps desire larger size limits

than are appropriate for the crowded bayside tract-bome suburbe for

which the current ordinance was clearly designed.

Legalizing Existent Units

We raised other issues, pertinent to legalizing already-built Zad
units: except oversized units, allow more thas one "Ind” unit if they
are already in use without neighbor complaint, allow
plumbing, and prohibit examination of the main dwelling except in
the circumstance of a clear health of salfety hazard.

There are a multitude of other hidden gotchas, but — as
usual — the planners didn't plan for nor encourage adequate public
input and discussion.

Big Issue: Znd Units in noo~R]1 Areas

The current ordinance allows Ind units only in R1-zoned areas,
primarily the lot-sized tract-home developments. Everyone knows
that there are a considerable number of "ghost units* illegally in use
in the other areas — generally the acreage-sized Skyline
coastside parcels — and many n-’-Rl homeowners have expressed a
desire {or them 1o be permitted and zed.

Yﬂ.'thl :;:um; Department been dragging its feet on
this issue for about a year and a half. N ti
Lanaie Roberts of the Committes for Grcen Foothills — & Laier
resident —

rushes to the podium (o declars that . ——
second units will :'rlo.d the capacity of the sgw—“

roads and “infrastructure”.
Is there anyone on or west of Skyline who believes this? This is
the same person who pursues almost-daily for
and more open space on and west of m
overloading anyone has ever seen of area's roads
And, it's pot from Ind unit residents; it's from

It's time to demand that such
tion for rural residents’
from

further

But, County officials will only reject Lennie's Farce if
widespread public outcry, and demand for expansion o
program to all of :hca,:uty': unincorporated areas —
crowded R-] areas.

Comtact

Since wmm of the hearings belore the Planning
Commissioners end October Zdth, and they will make
recommendations to the Board of gup-vhon. interested citizsens
must now contact the Sups:

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
County Government Center
Redwood City, CA 94063
[415)363-4566

But, you must act, now. Otherwise the Planning staff will jamb
their notion of proper living down our throats . . . again.
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You-Want-It? A’. Antique Comput..ear Fo’ Sale

following used items are (or sale in
Skyline area from Jim Warren, 851-
will help underwrite research and
of future lsaues of PCA.
Hterate deska. Full-size wooden desks,
by Stanford University Press. Some
wooden typing stands on one
hdpprm Guteaburg type-
ink stains by Stanford

¥
E!;

i

i

wre dosks. Full-size metal
by Wells Fargo Bank. Tops
thy sleeve—owners. Some have
bslfnd for random retrac-
have left - and right - returns,
for “your space.” 3150
ch-.h-.m Some armless, some
ters. Several wide-carviage
Selectric typewriters. Several
functionally ideatical (BM
European BSI covers. 15%
used markel.

& S-drawer metal file cabinets (plus
{funky Sdrawer e). All are commer-
office cabinets, only a few years

old. 15% below the local used market.

pit
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mare
intervening did not
bobbled by coasistency.
Strange Land,

—Robert A. Heinlein

febe
i

f
i

The follow
T075. Sales will he

mal.anllﬁﬂoluh i e

used items are for sale in

the north line area from Jim Warren, #51-

underwrite research and publication of future lssues of PCA.

Micromation Mariner. San

pr
based, 5100 multi-user aystems. Were the
main systems for 12-14 simultaneous users,
supporting all aspects of accounting, subscrip-
tion list malnt s exlensive 1
amm tM:W the Com-

:::: l'.i::?‘th 130, jon Silicon
Gulch Gazette, the Business Systems Journal,
and DataCast magazine. Was replaced by a
larger, faster machine, shortly belore Warren
sold the Computer Faire and placed the

blications in sus animation.

his is a specify-it-yourselfl system. Minimum
memory i G4K, expandable to -ulurlc
megabytes in 64K increments. Minimum of &
RSI32 uun'rﬂmn ports, expandable in
goups of . 10- abyte CDC Hawk
cartri disk drive (SMB fixed, SMB remova-
ble, 15 extra cartridges available at $100
each). w-mcfnvn CDC Phoenix cartridge
disk drive (T5ME fized, 15MB removable, 5
extra cartridges avallable at $150 each). Dual
8" Wang floppy disk drive, that probably
works. Computer and Mo a disk drives are
tabletop umits, Hawk u\r hoenizx are floor
units on casters. The system is incrementally
upgradable, as the owner requires more
memory, storage, and peripherals.
Software includes a very robust operating
system, print spoclers, several text editors, a
text formatter, a flakey accounting system
(that can be replaced with a more solid
version), n;ds %!rlluﬂy the best version of
expanded BASIC available on micros (havi
record MAPping [{eatures comparable r:g
COBOL). It also comes with hacker delights
such as robust assembier, debuggers, DS X-
ers, elc.

This is not a toy bome computer. It is a

mainline computer system ca eofls t-
ing serious ’t:nlnc: com! F:Hm; .cm...
Many are used in large macy systems,
insurance companies, convention operations,
and an endless variety of small and medium-
sized businesses. It is common to find these
systems several abytes of memo-
ry, and "ﬁ'b-"ﬁo -.":2;:% hard diak
storage, or more users.

u y:.tun - -ﬂm’ m:.oh-‘wm system, but
most of the was :
fear not — several the best
wizards in the mation reside in the
all available as consultants.

II you know what want, call and baggle
price. If you don't what you need, call
for the name of a comsultant who can assist
you {fo'a feel; its worth it to the techmically
naive. Minimum system would be $4000 (64K,
10MB Hawk, § ports, | Soroc terminal).

Micro
y Area,

manufaciurer. 4-user system.

e, e i S
1=

disk, 1/4-Inch car r%ﬁ.& l.r

for mass nuug. backup, ﬁ“

disk drive for Initial program

trazafers, all in an attractive

streamlined cabinet on N

user documentation and MP/M

system for four users. Essentially never

(This is a mainframe system; user

must be added to have a complete &

Note: This s a sufficiently complez system

that the buyer should have initial access to

computer expertise recommendations availa-

ble). 1981 invoice price: $21,000.00. For sale

(sans hand-holding for the naive) for §5000.

Weird DataMac Computer. San Jose area
wanufacturer bas moved or is out of business.
Single-user system, computer, keyboard, dua)
'y fl;nnn. n,:d Gd-colu:; screen illl"nul
into & single desktop case. Includes full CP/M
systems software and some applications
sofltware. Used for about a year for text
editing and subscription accounting. Currenat-
Iy malfunctioning in creative wa

should own a soldering from. l'll!qhm
E:u::: $4,787.18. For sale for $500, with mo

Ip from the seller.

South Ba { Single—user $100
L y manufacturer.

;:nnm. salid mu-‘.:_Pdul 8" floppy disks.
ull documentation, /M, significant
cations software. (Terminal must be M
complete the system.) Used for text editing

for about a year; was proper!
when last piuued'h. For sale h:’ﬂm.

Teletype Model 40 Printer. 300 line-per-
minute chain printer, extra chain, solid
characters, impact printer, ribbon re-inkers,
in floor-st y sound enclosure. Was
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(continued from front page) - . g

keeping them from being reviewed by
citizen committee.

Plumbers’ Boss Protecting
7

Chie! Official

'om Hunter, the Business Managor of
the local Plumbers and Steamfitters Union,
was there to make vociferous oljections to
any rl-llble review of building inspection
practices. This is somewhat suprising, com-
sidering the number of union comstruction
workers who have bitterly complained about
many of the current building inspection

enCessen.

Among other things, Hunter said the
Board lhou’d not adopt the resolution im
response to complaints from “law breakers.”

Perbaps h:h uneducaled regarding the
American labor movement's early history, in
which inequitable laws wete constantly bro-
ken during labor's frustrated pursuit of fawr
treatment.

Would he also suggest Lthat the puh'.:c
ignore "law bresking” strikers who violate
court orders that they [eel excesmively
restrict their demonstrations and picketing’

We wonder I be s n-plk being
manipulated by the embattied Chiel Building
Official, Paul Schmidt. If the plumbers’ union
boss is serving a8 Schmidts lackey, we
wonder how the Operating Engineers fesl
about it. They represent the building inspec-
tors, and Schmidt has tersely lold thels ‘n’:(!'-
field reps, "We have nothing to talk about.” 5o
much for union solidarity.

Perbapas its time for rank and file
construction workers to make sure their union
field reps how they feel about Sanm Matleo
County building inspection practices.

Praises

m&cﬁ-ﬁl‘- Work As "Superd®

In spite of this opposition, the proposal
to create the committee passed unanimously.

Then, Gregorio added a final bit of
confusion. After proposing the committee o
examine buildi ins tion actices, and
urging its mll?:ﬂ. Mp'h:nawd to say that he
thought the work of Schmidt's office was
“superb.® Apparently he has reached his
conclusion, even though bkis own review
committes bham't even been formed, much
less submitted its evidence and conclusions.

Is  this " st { “open
ey &y — 4R
thedr I':'I for m:-n

(continued from front page)

nd freedom, rather than a bureaucracy that
commands blind conformity and unmjustified
restraint.

We believe these candidates will best

Trl those ?Hm. Tber are not necessa-
rily ideal — they are simply the best of the
choices available.

We Need to Block Vote

For a long time, county government has
virtually ignored its umincorporated res-
idents — except for the amnual tax bill.
Recent and continuing practices of the
building inspection office staff, the Planning

and — haps sometimes, un-

yside groups — the

upervisors, imply an increasingly

aggressive attitude towards umincorporated
commumities.

The Advocate is the first tool to redress
that situation. It allows us to commumicate
about ouwr common concerns and organize to
achieve effective solutions.

The second tool @ the ballot box. If
we — the diverse, highly individual, occa-
sionally amarchistic citizens of the County's
unincorporated areas — measurably shift our
woting patterns, and otherwise widely illus-
trate our communily concerns, the elecied
County Supervisors will pay attention

When there is widespread support lor
change in evidence, they are all consistently
responsive. Additionally, most desire to
continue and advance in elected oflice, and
are we!ll aware that mn.nx contested elections
are won by less than a 5% margin — and the
unincorporated residents represent much
more than 5™ of the voters in San Mateo
County.

Let us all stand together, or we shall
surely all fall apart.

page 16

Snstiched from under the bulldosers: The Historic Hassler Health Home

me that the District intended to manipulate
my report requesting that 1 delete m
"T:m;’,":adﬂm {that Hfuler be included n:
the National Register of Historic Places) . . .
1 subsequently learned that Ms. DiGiovanni
sent my altered report to the State . .

without the recommendation page . . . with
her own comments and critique without
informing me of such critique to my work. To
my knowledge, Ms. Glovanni essed no
qualifications whatsoever to critique my work
in terms of evaluation.”

Funds Granted, Demolition Begins

Ironically, the preservation—oriented
Open Space District received over a million
dollars P:'f Federal! Land and Conservation
funds, then began to demolish buildir their
own expert said should be preserved because
of their unique historical value. And, they
would have completed this anti-comservation
ploy, spend almost a ter of a million
dollars in ;‘A‘a“t funds, they mot been
stopped dead in their tracts by a court order
from an outraged community.

Rife with Paradozes

The fight over the Hassler property s
lcaded with paradoxes. For starters, there is
the Space District using o pace
money -=$238,000 for the emolition
contract alome, phus tens of thousands more
for high-pow attorneys — in a cokama-
mie legal h to pulverize buildings recom-
mend or mnomination to the Natiomal
Register of Historic Places.

re's the fact that they hired
historian Cartier, apparently to prove Hassler
had no historical wvalue, only to have him
strongly recommend just the ite. Then
the doctor claims they doctored his
report. He says they removed his recommen-
dations, them submitted the altered report to
the feds — in order to qualily for federal
conservation funds.

There's the [act that MROSD asked
attorney Mike McCracken to represent them
about the same time that he was asked by
County Supervisor John Ward to work on
behalfl of the groups who were trying to save
Hassler. McCracken, a former Assistant D.A.
for the County specializing in land-related
law, sided with the saviors, promptly securing
a Temporary Restraining Order to halt the
demolition already in progress.

Finally, there's the f[act that federal
money was used to build Hassler in the first
place. Begun in 1927, it was completed in
1939 using Works Projects Agency (WPA
funds. Named after a San Francisco Director
of Public Health, Willlam Hassler,
complex was designed as a complete sell-
contained commumity for tuberculosis pa-
tients.

Just why Open Space District
wanted to destroy historically unique and
valuable structures is up for broad specula-
tion. But for certain, there are a lot of folks
out (o stop them.

National Historic Place
Cartier — an expert in archaeclogical,

the

the

Peninsula Citizens' Advocate, P.O.Box 620616, Redwood City, CA 94062

historical and architectural malters — says
Hassler qualifies for the National Register. It
is an fine example of Spanish Colonlal revival
architecture, popular in California from 1915
to 1930. Used especially in southern Califor-
nia, the style was popular in schools, civic
centers and bospitals.

The buildings — at least until
Space began to [flatten portions of
architectural significance such as the Great
Hall — were some of the few remaining
examples of this wunigque architectwrs in
R O:dlhrll"l Cuiﬂmu. T‘he'y typically bawe red-
tiled, low tched roofs, arches, plastered
walls, and :app!nl.ng'l surrounded by carved or

cast crnamentation. -
—

ty Supervisors Angry
I?uauaa the Hassler lands and the Open
Space District to Bill Schumaches,
biood begins to boil. Schumaches,
of the San Mateo County Board of m
sors, starts by calling the Open Space .
“arrogant and elitist,” and ends in & werbal
pungency probably acquired when e was a
beat-walking cop in Daly City.

Schu Space

. He

Coun

macher wants
District to clear out of San Mateo
wants a vote of the peocple.
couldn’t be too soon.

Nor is Schumacher alone in his scathing
assessment af MROSD. Citizens like Clarence
and Tom Kavansugh have nothing but hard
words for the Open Spacers, calling them
“land barons.” ol

They and otbhers
Director Herdb Grench's §
516,000 in expense reimbursements
and what they term a "lavish

goh“ to MROSD
7,000 salary plus
last "

fully removed when
Space appls for and received the . |
million in conservation funds.

Attorney McCracken has commented
that, &t a minimum, the ty of MROSD
knowingly accepting the f §1.1 million
under such circumstances is dubious.

Not only did they get the comservation
money. According to McCrackem, with full
know of the Cartier report, the Open
Space ple answered, "no," to the jom,
"Will the project resull in the alteration of an
historic site, structure or t," om a
required Environmental Evaluation checklist.

Open Space People Evasive

Contacted as to the whereabouts of Ms.
DiGiovanni, who allegedly modified Cartier's
report, the Open Space District was evasive.
Administrators would offer no information
other than DiGiovanni's job title, and the fact
that she was no longer in their em 1.
They refused to disclose Ms. D
current employment commenting omly that,
“she was still in the area.”
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MUR # 3692

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.
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THE READER IS REFERRED TO ADDITIONAL MICROFILM LOCATIONS

FOR THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THIS CASE

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
September 22, 1992, Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority System.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

3. Certification of Commission vote, dated April 28, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1621-22.

o!

4. General Counsel’s Report, In the Matter of Enforcement
Priority, dated December 3, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1623-1740.
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5. Certification of Commission vote, dated December 9, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1741-1746.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 20463

DEC 1 0 1993

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Stephen A. Chessin
201 Flynn Avenue #7
Mountain View, California 94043

RE: MUR 3692
Dear Mr.

Chessin:

On November 4, 1993, the Federal Election Commission received
your complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against The Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate,
Jim Warren, and Judy Eaton. See attached narrative. Accordingly,
the Commission closed its file in this matter. This matter will
become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to gseek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

q%l'%

e Jeffrey D. Long

) 30435435608

Attachment
Narrative

rn
Date the Commigsion voted to close the file: DEC CS 1993




MUR 3692
PENINSULA CITIZEN

This complaint alleged that a local newsletter failed to
register and report as a political committee, and that it should
have registered because it included editorials advocating the
defeat of a particular candidate. Respondent claimed that the
amounts of money involved were de minimis.

There was no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission. In addition, the events in gquestion
had little or no impact on the process. Moreover, it does not
appear that respondent had a serious intent to violate the FECA.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20461

DEC 1 ¢ 1303

Jim Warren, Editor

The Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate
345 Swett Road

Woodside, California 94062

RE: MUR 3692

Dear Mr. Warren:

On November 6, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notified
you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against The Peninsula Citizens’ Advocate and
you as Editor, and Judy Eaton. See attached narrative.
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although
the complete file must be placed on the public record within
30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of
the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior
to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible
submissions will be added to the public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3690.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey D. Long

Attachment
Narrative

OEC 09 1993

Date the Commission voted to close the file:
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MUR 3692
PENINSULA CITIZEN

This complaint alleged that a local newsletter failed to
register and report as a political committee, and that it should
have registered because it included editorials advocating the
defeat of a particular candidate. Respondent claimed that the
amounts of money involved were de minimis.

There was no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission. 1In addition, the events in gquestion
had little or no impact on the process. Moreover, it does not
appear that respondent had a serious intent to violate the FECA.




