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Elaif Middeudorf
3930 Eikrof S. Louis, %-1 63 116

October 26, 1992

Federal Election Commission
Attention: General Counsel Office
999 E Street, NW
Washington DC 20463

Dear Sir or Madam:

I wish to register a complaint against THE IDEA CENTER, the organiza-
tion responsible for the political advertisement which afeared in
the October 11, 1992 issue of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. I have
enclosed a copy of the ad.

CI

This ad is clearly in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act,
Reg. 11 CFR, Sec. 110.11, the disclaimer requirement, for the following
reasons:

1) THE IDEA CERISE is not listed in the St. Ijuis telephone diretory;
I had to call the St. Louis Post-Dispatch to find out who these people
are, and they advised me that the comany is PAUL PUM IDEAS, INC.,
11100 npage, St. Lois MO 63132, phone 314/423-9777. No address
or individual's name appears on the ad.

2) The ad simply says "a message from THE IDEA CERISE" a nd not
"paid for by" as required by law.

3) Without this sort of research that I did, there is no way the public
is truthfully and fully informed as to who sponsored this politisal

wlvertismn * 0 11 * IL e 4 .. -00'a3

Mtank you for your attention to this matter. C4,Vi-c 4&#ggpiUtD
Sincerely,

Elaine L. Middendorf
Phone: 314/481-4609
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The Torch of Liberty is be.ing extinguished by
ignorance and religious bigotry.
George Bush is the mouthpiece and the puppet for the forces of
intellectual tyranny, superstition, greed, ignorance and religious

a w .& of -" - bigotry personifled by Pat Buchanan. Pat Robertson. Cardinal

O .A,. ,0 O'Connor. Charles Keating and Phyllis Schlafly He is their point
pwv,. .- :. _ ,'--' man to pervert the basic American principles uf freedom.

,5P AM .. , "responsibility and justice. His radical-right Republican ringmasters
Wish to transform our free American society into one of ethnic and

religious strfe and hatred ike tk.it ofYuoiw.E where Srhs Croats. Muslims. Roman Catholics and

Eastern Orthodox Catholics are all destroying one another
Irorucally. most of our forebears came to this country to escape this kind of religious and ethruc

intolerance in Europe- .4

N Rea message THoM E

!icafrd to balddi1c, better worad.

Q

110

whatever happened to the traditional Republican values of
Abraham Lincoln?
The ghost a(the Ayatollah Kiimeini i riding high ove America s George Bush (having been

kidnap* and -binwashed by the hard-right, fanatic inge of the R ublican Party) leads their

desperate attack on our traditional values by trying to tur Our hefitae over to the greedy, the selfish,
the ignorant and the superstitious.

President Bush. nice person that he is. has become the American Ayatollah-except that he is not

operating on his own principles or philosophy which he lacks the uts&,on to poese" personally

Our founding fathers, led by Thomas Jefferson, fostered -G. me Vm. J,.. your
intellectual freedom and the separation of Church and State as .4 :-i,., .o," .

the pillars of American Democracy.
George Bush. himself, does not come from a bigoted backpound-

However. he has become captive to the unscrupulous matipulators who use him to espouse their 'ated

gospel" of superstion and ignorance because he is a lan-cut American patriot.
This is what makes hun so dangerous He is a decoy for thoe who would ensnare the citaims

who are attrcted to him.

Give him your vote and Se will use it. in behalf of his cynical handlers, to erode your personal

freedom to enrich special interests at the public pienems, to spol the quality of your environment, and

to stack the Supree Court with tavistw practitiomn of oh mperoutbous beliefs that have no place

in America. Ha will also prootz rime b7 instring the availa fity o handguns to any arn ,l criminals
with no resictius.

Yor vow for Bush will aim ancorai his iun dom Idviuom to have him contnue to finnal

bilhiom o(yma tax dollars to fhndmult wlfm r .w don't wors and who use the money for

M mdrp and the free time for cr meand BS He s dm nothing to curtail this insane actity

'I .a dwahar that is ds!uvyg our American pa akigeway cita ssm at risk.

00, ibi- , ,wAi Aftsr fineing your mosey to the le* disev ig e will also con tnue the equally insane

_,__.E.,N , n,,time i program that iAduo r ad l evse to bv endless stream of children who get

he the o parenting. Hewill alsoontinuw smotheir ive poa to induce the fathers of these

children not to live with them-eal of wh h i umars that our jls and mental m ia a will be b full and that the quality of our society

will be comatsanl Adsodd.
He and his admaistration l& the mo and the drive to create and pre

a t abeter syste m to the Amerian pubbc

Teddy Roosevelt was America's Trustbuster, Conservationist and Protector of

Working Men's Rights against the Malefactors of Great Wealth.

Roosevelt used his Presidency as a 'bloody pulpit to insptre Americans with a vision of the future Unfortunately George Bush presents

no future plan and fails to inspire the Anercan peo' with his own convictions. He hm not acted wah determnation or imagination to

solve our greatest problems-
The Bush admmnta has fadl to reduce drug traffickig and the ume of dnigs in sur society.

White-collsr crime has escalated under the selfish example of many unscrupulos seppor 4-s of Rasgan and

Bush twitne lvan Boesky, Michael Milken. Ros Johnson and Chars Keting). And, inly the conserviatin

traditon of Teddy Roosevelt has ban sabotaged by the Bush Administration. They am runng wild with

efforts to waste our natural resources and to despoil our environment

Also, ignoring the earth's limittins. religious bigots in the Reagan and Bush admistaon have

stopped American aid to the United Nations for family planning around the word-even though the

exploding birthrate and uncuatrolled pcpulatieo rrowt is the bimst problem th." -he human rae now

faces. We are on the road to destruction and George Bush is doing nothing but accelerating tm pv-mW.

The 'puppet masters" who control George BtLusl ,re notw. .. for their lack ofintelligence, wisdom,

responsibility and r-spect fr the independent quest for knowke,4,e and logical solutions. They are creatures

of the Dark Ages and the Inquisition
The John Sununus. Henry Hydee. Jesse Helmses. Orrmn Hatches and Phyllis SchLaflys, who have been

embraced by George Bush. represent the fanatic frir ge of the Republican Party. They are a clear and present

danger to all Americans who value their hentago of fredor' We must stand up to this challenge now-and

the first requirement is to defeat George Bush to show that this un-American behavior will not be tolerated,

Therefore, VOTE FOR SL CLINTON FOR PRESIDENT AND AL GORE FOR VICE FRESIDENT.. .and for all courageous,

thinking Republican candidates who are not captives of the religious fi ndamentaliste. Also. we are recommending that Bii ('inton appoint

ROSS PEROT to lead a new -DEPARTMENT OF .VATIONAL GOA 'S"-to help reduce our deficit and to keep this cfuntry on a clear.

correct course into the future.
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November 12, 1992

Ms. Elaine L. Middendorf
3930 Eiler
St. Louis, MO 63116

RE: MUR 3685

Dear Ms. Middendorf:

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 2, 1992, of

your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by The

Idea Center. The respondents will be notified of this complaint
within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election

Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you

receive any additional information in this matter, please

C\! forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such

information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
chl complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3685. Please refer

to this number in all future correspondence. For your

information, we have attached a brief description of the

Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

NSincerely,

Teresa A. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

November 12, 1992

The Idea Center
C/o Paul Flum Ideas, Inc.
11100 Linpage
St. Louis, MO 63132

RE: MUR 3685

Dear Mr. Flum:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3685.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.s.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



The Idea Center
Paul Flu. ideas, Inc.
Page 2

if you have any questions, please contact Joi L. Roberson,
the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3400.
For your information, we have enclosed a brief description of
the Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Teresa A. Hennessy
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

UL)



jc vember 24, 1992

!o',. Teresa H. Hennessy
A 3sistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

We are i- receipt of your letter dated November 12, 1992 advising
7- of a complaint received against the article placed in the
St.Louis Post-Dispatch on October i, 1992.

- have talked to Ms. Jci L. Roberson to explain the situation, and
she req'.ested that T respond to the complaint from Ms. Elaine
Middendorf in writing which I am doing here.

7 feel this complaint should be dismissed for the following
reasons:

1i) As a private individual, I have the First -
Amendment guaranteeing me the right to express
my opinions freely. -

•.-N- -

2) This article was not paid for by any political
ON machinery -- but rather, out of my own

personal funds. C

3) My means of doing this is through the medium
of "The Idea Center" which is my contribution
as a citizen to fulfill my obligation to the
country. "The Idea Center" is located at my
business address and produces a publication
called "America and the Future" which goes to
Congressmen, Senators, the White House, etc.
and deals with foreign policy, domestic
issues, etc., and has been entered into the
Library of Congress.

4) This article was not involved in any way with
any of the election committees for any of the
political candidates - - presidential or
otherwise.

5) i travel throughout the world. I visit our
U.S. embassies, interview ambassadors and keep
knowledgeable about foreign policy and
government in general, and have developed
significant correspondence with elected
officials and policy makers under "The Idea
Center" name. Their correspondence has always
reached me with this name and zip code.

(314) 423-9777
11100 LINPAGE PLACE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63132 A TOLL FREE 1-800-325-2823

FAX: (314) 423-0420



Page , 2 90Mo. Teresa H. Hezns*p

November 24, 1992

6) However, I have never run an advertisement
with a political message until the first
presidential debate in St.Louis. I felt
strongly that the message I prepared was an
important and necessary one to preserve our
basic American freedoms and arranged to run
same in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch,

7) "The Idea Center" and *American and the
Future" are both registered and trademarked by
the U.S. Government as official names of our
organization and our publicity.

8) The complainant, Elaine Middendorf, had no
difficulty establishing who wrote the article
when she called the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
There was no attempt to hide or mask our
identity.

9) Since this was my first political ad, I was
unaware of any legal requirement. However, I
boldly named our organization and the city of

'f) St.Louis, MO and zip code, 63132.

10) If this article required the "Political
message paid for by...0, why didn't the
StLouis Post-Dispatch advise me of this
requirement.? We worked closely with them to
meet their deadline, and they had ample
opportunity to review the material and decide
if it required any further modification before
printing. I would have been glad to add the
required verbiage had I been notified of such.

Based on the above information, I respectfully submit that the
complaint be dismissed.

I look forward to receiving your decision at the earliest

opportunity.
Very t y y

_ qrsidursn

'Paul? Flurn
President

cc: Joi L. Roberson



NUR # _________-

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.
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BEA3333DUl IS RUIUR TO ADDIT!WN&L INKClOILI LCAIq[I

felR TSll FO[LL UNG DOUET P3IRIINI3N TO TULIS CASE

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
September 22, 1992, Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority System.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

eO 3. Certification of Commission vote, dated April 26, lW93.
!i See Reel 354, pages 1621-22.

t 4. General Counsel's Report, In the Miatter of 3aStS~it
~Priori~ty, dated December 3, 1993.
!ilW2See Ireel 354, pages 1623-1740.

i~~r S. Cer tification of Coaissi Oa vote, *tk d e e0 *@W ....

? See 1fle 354. pages 1741-1746.

r..
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Eiline L. Nidendorf
3930 311er
St. Louis, 150 63116

33: 3U3 3685

Dear 1M8. Nlidendort:s

-U',

V3 1 L. 3*reon

Atrey

Attachment3aurative

Date the Comeission voted to close the file: uC0



.. h. co?_mplainant, ElLaine Rliddea.dndort-, .a2l1ed tb+:lt in 1 i "+ ..Sthe Idea, C.nter ran an ad su ortng Clinton/Gore that l he.
disribtio ofthead.Therespondent stated that hie 1tomal
fun s p id or he ad lth ugh he used the Idea Center, ]oc J o

Thi haterhaslittle or no impact on the process,
involves no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission, and involves no substantial
amounts of money. Addtionally, there is no indication of
serious intent by the respondent to violate the FECA.

Hr

Hi
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The Idea Centerc/o Paul Plum Ideas, Inc.
11100 Linpsqo Place
lit. Louis, 30 63132

33: NUK 3685

Dear Sirs:

cm Novbe 12, 1992, the Federal Election Comnlalonnotified I~ kdea Center of a complaint aleei nertaiavi etm of the Federll ectioa Campat 1971.t o aJJl s
am*LA copy of the 4dIaaant we euao.d with that

now~fl~gtip.

If you. brae any questions, please contact me at (202)219-3400.

sinicerely,

Attorney

Attachment
Narrative

EC US !~Date the Coanission voted to close the file:



W .A. i~ ! 
,  
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The complainant, llano Iiddondorf, alleged that in 1 2
the idea Center ran an ad supporting Clinton/Gore that )ed
proper disclaimer. The complaint did not specify the eztemt of
distribution of th. ad. The respondent stated that his personal
funds paid for th. ad although he used the Ides Center, located
at his business address, as the "medium' for the ad.

This matter has little or no impact on the process,
involves no significant issue relative to the other issues
pending before the Commission, and involves no substantial
amounts of money. Additionally, there is no indication of
serious intent by the respondent to violate the FICA.


