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Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Beryl E. Rothschild
3785 Washington Boulevard
University Heights, Ohio 44118

Date: September 29, 1992

The undersigned, Beryl E. Rothschild, a candidate for
election to the U.S. House of Representatives from the 11th
District of Ohio, believes one or more viclations of the Federal
election laws have occurred or may occur, as set forth below.
The undersigned believes that the violation(s) described have
had or will have an adverse effect on her candidacy in that it
provides an unfair advantage to her opponent, Louis Stokes.

RESPONDENTS

The respondents, as described in the section below,
include one or more of the following persons or political
organizations:

(1) Louis Stokes, U.S. House of Representatives,
21st District of Ohio (candidate for election to
new 11lth District);

(2) Thaddeus Jackson, 13010 Austin Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohio 44108-2025;

(3) Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio,
also known as B.E.D.C.0., Louis Stokes, Chairman,
c/o Eugene Pearson, Treasurer, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105;

(4) B.E.D.C.0. PAC, c/o Eugene Pearson,
Treasurer, 3657 East 114th Street, Cleveland,
Ohio 44105;

(5) Louis Stokes for Congress Committee, c/o
Eugene Pearson, Treasurer, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105;

(6) 21st District Political Caucus, Louis
Stokes, Chairman, c/o Eugene Pearson, Treasurer,
3657 East 114th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105; and

(7) Mr. Eugene Pearson, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105.




FACTS

1. Thaddeus Jackson, who serves as Chairman of the
Board of Elections of Cuyahoga County (Cleveland), Ohio, without
authorization or direction of the Board of Elections, directed
an employee of the Board of Elections to make copies of 32,000
voter registration cards which copies Mr. Jackson removed from
the offices of the Board of Elections and took to his home. The
cards contained the names and addresses of both new registrants
and registered voters whose addresses had changed. The Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor and Secretary of State of Ohio are investiga-
ting the matter to determine whether violations of the criminal
laws or election laws of Ohio have occurred.

- The voter registration cards copied by Mr. Jackson
are a matter of public record. Copies are available to anyone
on payment of a fee of 25 cents a card. The total cost for
copying 32,000 cards would be $8,000.00. As of this date, Mr.
Jackson has not paid for such copies, although after the deed
was discovered he was gquoted as saying he would be willing to do
s0O. He has claimed that the cards were copied by him for the
purpose of studying voter registration patterns and to track
minority registration trends. As mentioned above, the Board of
Elections did not authorize or request any such study.

3. Mr. Jackson serves as an active member of a
political organization known as Black Elected Democrats of
Cleveland, Ohio, also known as B.E.D.C.0. A related entity is

B.E.D.C.0. PAC. Mr. Jackson is also an active member of ancther
political organization known as the 21st District Political
Caucus. Both B.E.D.C.0. and the 21st District Political Caucus
were founded by Louis Stokes, a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives (21st District of Ohio) and a candidate for
election to the U.S. House of Representatives (new 11th District
of Ohio). Mr. Stokes serves as the chairman of B.E.D.C.0. and
the 21st District Political Caucus. The undersigned believes
Mr. Stokes is also directly connected with B.E.D.C.0. PAC,
inasmuch as Mr. Eugene Pearson is an active member of B.E.D.C.O.
and serves as the treasurer of B.E.D.C.0. PAC, the Louis Stokes
for Congress Committee (FEC identification number 007927) and
the 21st District Political Caucus.

4. By virtue of the interlocking relationships among
B.E.D.C.0., B.E.D.C.0. PAC, Louis Stokes for Congress Committee,
Mr. Thaddeus Jackson, Mr. Eugene Pearson and Congressman Stokes,
and by virtue of the fact that Mr. Stokes is a candidate for
election in a new congressional district whose boundaries were
intentionally drawn to favor a minority candidate (58% minority
population), and taking into account Mr. Jackson's claim that he
wanted to track minority registrations, one must conclude that
Mr. Jackson intended, at the very least, to make to Mr. Stokes,
the Stokes for Congress Committee, or a politically related




entity, and Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress Committee or a
politically related entity was willing to accept, an in-kind
contribution wvalued at $8,000.00, which amount exceeds the legal
contribution 1limit on the part of any one person to or for the
benefit of a candidate for election to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Alternatively, Mr. Jackson was acting as an
agent for Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress Committee or a
related political entity when, without authority and without
payment therefor, he removed copies of 32,000 voter registration
cards from the offices of the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
for the purpose of delivering them to his principal. Another
fact tc be considered is the interval between the time the new
voter registration cards are received by the Board of Elections
and the time they are processed and entered into the Board's
computer data base. Having the list before it is made available
to other candidates gives the incumbent a clear time advantage
over his opponents. As one newspaper columnist asked, "In this
era of targeted direct-mail campaigning, how much might such a
mailing 1list of fresh, eager voters be worth to a political
candidate?". (See exhibit attached.)

5 The foregoing statements are based on Complainant's
information and belief, the sources for which are newspaper
articles related to the subject of the complaint, FEC reports
submitted by the Stokes for Congress Committee, and records
obtained from the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.

6. Additional information is contained in the exhibits

attached to this Complaint.
y L
Ber E. Rothschild

STATE OF OHIO )
) ss
CUYAHOGA COUNTY )

BERYL E. ROTHSCHILD, being first duly sworn, says that
the facts set forth in the foregoing complaint are true to the

best of her information and belief. e
Taucnd 5. ftstoedds

Beryl E. Rothschild

SWORN TO BEFORE ME and signed in my presence, the rf?ﬁ
day of September. 1992. )

i) / r [ - 7
1.", /& Bt AN ) L /;{L,-(Lk.d.’ A
Notary Public
MARTCTT 0 PATRICK
Nots Stats of Ohlkgs

i County £ 3 3
My Comm. expires (.:--;-?3
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Commissioners hae

That's the grade I give Cuya-
F @ hoga County Commissioners
Tim Hagan. Mary Boyle and Jim Pe-
tro for their handling of that taxpa-
Yer-subsidized disaster known as the
Cug-ahoga County Board of Elections.

ver since the June 2 primary
election debacle the commissioners
have been expressing great concern
about the board’s workings. But the
commissioners had been warned re-
peatedly that there were problems in
the plushly appointed, employee-
bloated elections board building on
Euclid Ave. Those warnings came
long before last June's primary elec-
tion, which resulted in reports of
missing ballots and other vote-count-
ing irregularities,

Alas, the commissioners did very
little to respond to those early warn-
ing signs. Only now, as the elections
board is at or near total collapse, are
the commissioners begi to stir.

It's easy to blame Thaddeus Jack-
son, the chairman of the elections

STEVE LUTTNER

It's easy, but it's also wrong.

Jackson practices a crude brand of
politics that legitimately has landed
him in hot water. The place would be
better off if he were removed from
office.

But to pin the entire elections
board mess on one man is too simple,
too convenient. Jackson is being
made into the sacrificial lamb — an
old political ploy calculated to sug-
gest that real change is afoot.

It's a cheap tactic. It falls far short
of fuily addressing the deep-rooted

The board was run for years by 1
late Robert E. Hughes. A politi
genius, Hughes alone knew alf ¢

5 inner workings. And he
the place without producing scand:
like those that surfaced June 2, wh.
the precious sanctity of the vo:
counting process was cast in doubt.

But even during Hughes' reig
there were plenty of signs that som
thing was terribly wrong. And tt
Cuyahoga County commissioner
who year after year have approve
the elections board’s swollen budge
deserve at least part of the blame i
this mess.

Here's a sampling of some ear:
warning signs that the commissior
ers all but ignored:

B Jan. 25, 1991: The electior
board hired another round of polit
cally connected workers despite fig
ures that showed the Cuyahog
County Board of Elections had muc.
higher perwvoter expenses tha
Ohio's other urban elections board

board, for all that is wrong there.

— in some cases, double. There ar

- - — -

-

-
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plenty of warnings

nearly 200 full-time workers at the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.
At the Franklin County Board of
Elections in Columbus, there are 38.

B Feb. 3, 1991: It was reported that
top officials at the Cuyahoga County
Board of Elections have taxpayer-
subsidized chauffers — board work-
ers who drive them to sites where
“board-related business” is con-
ducted.

8 Feb. 8, 1991: The Cuyahoga
County prosecutor's office ques-
tioned the hiring of Thaddeus Jack-
son's brother after it was reported
that Jackson sidestepped state law
that says no public official shall use
his influence to benefit his family. I
recommended him,” Thaddeus Jack-
son acknowledges.

B Feb. 22, 1991: The Cuyahoga
County prosecutor's office ques-
tioned the hiring of Hughes' brother-
in-law. Hughes, as elections board
chairman, recommended that his
brother-in-law be hired.

B March 22, 1991: Displaying tre-

mendous arrogance, the board of
elections publicly voted to legally
“re-hire” Jackson's brother and
Hughes' brother-in-law. Jackson ab-
stained from the vote to hire his
brother; Hughes abstained from the
vote to hire his brother-in-law. This
charade supposedly made the hir-
ings OK. at least in the carnival-like
a at the taxpayer-subsi-
dized board of elections.

B May 14, 1991: A report showed
that Mary Yates Maione, the
$57,270-a-year elections board direc-
tor, worked only 77 full-time days in
1990. “This situation has to change ”
said Boyle.

B Dec. 20, 1991: After telling the
commissioners that it had frozen hir-
ing, the board hired a secretary who
worked previously at Hughes' con-
sulting firm. “I disagree with them
hiring someone, and [ will make that
known to them.” proclaimed Petro.

If that wasn't a sufficient number
of wake-up calls, [ don't know what
would have been. But our commis-
sioners mostly slept through it all,

slipping into consciousness just of-
ten enough to mumble some tooth-
less rhetoric that resulted in little be-
ing done.

_ Hagan said it has been awkward to
incite changes at the elections board,
because it would appear as if the
commissioners were only meddling
for political purposes. He also notes
that while the commissioners control
the elections board purse strings. it's
up to [Ohio Secretary of State Bob]
Taft and the elections board to run
the place.

Here's what Petro says: “I didn't
see the warning signs before the pri-
mary.” Anyone home in there, Jim?

Boyle says “We had our budget
oversight responsibility. Did we use
it to its full extent? No. But did we
think the board was in a state where
it needed to be torn down and re-
buiit? [ didn't.”

F.FandF.

Luttner is The Plain Dealer’s poli-
tics writer.




PODAVD | ANDERSEN
Cuyahoga County Elections Board Chairman Thaddeus J. Jackson
listens dunng a board meeting yesterday.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1892

Elections board chief
denies wrongdoing

BY BILL SAMMON
FLAIN DEALER REPORTER

CLEVELAND
Cuyahoga County Elections Board
Chairman Thaddeus J. Jackson em-
phatically denied yesterday that he
had anything to do wath the theft and
secret return of ballots that gave his
sister a victory in a June primary
race
He also blamed his stalT lor hiring
his son, Thaddeus J. Jackson Jr..asa
temporary worker on Election Day,
Jackson said he did not know his son
had been hired and did not know
who used White-Out to obscure his
son’s name from an Election Day
sign-in sheet ot board headquarters.
The remarks broke Jackson's four-

day mlence on a growing controversy
that threatens to topple the county s
top elections official just weeks be
fore the presidential election

The Ohio secretary of state’s office
is investigating the placing of Jack
son’s son and brother on the board
payroll without board approval. Jack-
son's brother, Johnnie Jacksnn, has
been a full-time board employee for
three years

The office is also looking into why
Thaddeus Jackson ordered a board
employee (o photocopy 32.000 vater
registration cards. Jackson has said
he used the copies to study minority
registration trends, but the board
never authorized such a study.

Yesterday, Ohio Secretary of State
Bob Taft declined to comment on the

possibility that someone might have
altered 77 ballots in a ward precinet
commitiee race in the 18 days they
were missing after the election. Fred
die Moore imtially appeared to be the
winner of the contest, but the re
turned ballots gave the victory o
Judy Williams. Jackson s sister

Jackson “absolutely and unequivo-
cally” denied tampering with ballots
in the precinet election

Jackson said he “didn't know any-
thing about” the ballot theft until the
incident was revealed in a report by
Taft's office this week.

“It's still unclear as to who did
what" in that case, Talt said. “That's
a matter that is possibly under inves-
tigation by the Highway Patrol ~

SEE ELECTIONS/2.8.
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Jackson’s name
on bottom of
a lot of rocks

Tumoverarockmdyoucm

find the darnedest things

sometimes. Down at the o
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections,
assorted investigators have been
lifting up rocks ever since the Great
Train Wreck — aka the June primary
— and beneath a surprising number
of them, squirmin;unmfauhly
and squinting in the unaccustomed
light, has been Board Chairman
Thaddeus J. Jackson.

Suddenly, Jackson has become the

h;mmtforspema!mmm
relmngldevmmapututhe
primary election this week, accusing
Jackson of nepotism and vowing to
appoint a speciai “fact-finder”™ to
investigate the chairman's behavior.

Taft, who has the authority to’
remove Jackson from the board,
hinted that he's thinking of doing
just that, tossing around foreboding
terms like “due process™ and “build
a factual case.

Wherever Taft's investigators
looked, it seems, they found a
Jackson. The chairman'’s brother,
Johnnie, is a board employee. Hired
for Election Day, in apparent
violation of state law, was son
Thaddeus Jr., whose name
subsequently was mysteriously
deleted from the sign-in sheet by
someone armed with a bottle of
White-Out.

Did we say mystery? The White-
Out Caper is nothing compared with
The Case of the Reappearing Ballots.
And sure enough. there s a Jackson
connection in this one. too — Judy
Williams. the chairman’s sister.

Williams was the losing candidate
for a Democratic precinet committee
post in Ward 10. Or 50 everyone
thought. But 2'4 weeks later, 77
ballots suddenly turned up in the
carrying case where the precinct's
ballots were stored. All of them were
votes for Williams, enough to swing
the election her way.

An investigator for the secretary of
state theorizes that the punch cards
had been removed from the case
earlier and then returned. But by
whom and for what reason has not
been determined.

Even Jackson's fellow board
members have been lifting a few
rocks, and guess what they have
found? The chairman, it seems,
ordered a board employee ta
photocopy the registration cards of
32,000 new voters. Jackson said it
was for a study he was conducting on
minority registration patterns. But
the board had never asked for such a
study. "

So again, we're confronted with a
mystery. Why would someone copy
32,000 cards containing names and
addresses of newly registered voters?
Your guess is as good as anyone's,
but ask youself this: In this era of
targeted direct-mail campaigning,
how much might such a mailing list
of fresh, eager voters be worth to a
political candidate?

I'm sure you see the possibilities,
eh, Watson?

But even if there is a benign
explanation for why Jackson

the information, there is

still the problem of the copying
itseif. The board-mandated charge
for making copies is 25 cents a page.
That comes out to $3.000 — in other
words, even in a best-case situation,
we're talking serious money here.

Jackson, unfortunately, is
choosing not to explain these
matters. He was unavailable to
comment Monday on the Taft report,
and his secretary said yesterday that
he was out of the office. No, she
didn’t know where he was or when
he would be returning.

Apparently, he's not too
comfortable with the light streaming
in, and has retreated into the
shadows again.

But it may be only temporary
shelter. Soon, perhaps in a week. the
State Highway Patrol will compiete
its investigation of the primary
election. And the patrol is interested
it far more than foul-ups. bleeps and
blunders. It's looking for criminality.

"If Jackson plays a prominent role
imrthat report. too. there won't be just
a little light.

It could be a very hot glare




‘Taft review of Elections Board cites training
deficiencies, flawed registration records 9qlz4 yi

COLUMBUS -- Secretary of Slate Bob
Tait's administrative review ol the
Cuyahoga Counly Board of Elections
analyzes and makes recommendations
to correct 11 deficiencies in the conduct
of the June 2 primary and three ongoing
operational problems.

The recommendalions address such
areas as: lailure to count voles on elec-
tion night; missing wrile-in ballols; lalse
reporting ol election resulls; lailure 1o
open polling places on time; and lailure
lo elfectively recruil and lrain a sullicient
number of poliworkers

The report identilies three crilical, on-
going operational failures that musi be
correcled. These involve inaccurale
voler tration records, possible viola-
lions ol Ohio’s elhics laws and lhe

relationship of the board members lo
slalf.

“The numerous daficiencies docu-
mented irl this report constitute a serious
breakdown in the elections process in
Cuyahoga Counly," Taft said in a lelter
that accompanied the reporl.

Tal directed the board submil a wril-
ten, delailed plan to correct the deliclen-
cies. In addition, Talt will meet wilh the
board al 3 p.m. Thursday (loday) atboard
offices to discuss the report and the
timetable for compliance,

The report clles possible illegal hiring
practices by Board Chairman Thaddeus

Jackson in placing family members on
the payroll. As a resull, Talt will appoint
an independent fact-finder to conducl a
hearing and review these practices so

el

A

the Secrelary of State is in a position to
take appropriate disciplinary action.

In addition, the fact-finder will make
lindings of fact regarding Jackson's role
in ordering the photocopying of 32,000
voler registralion cards.

Tah advised the board thal Pat Wolle,
assistant elections administrator, will
return the Cuyahoga County board lo
assess Ils readiness lor the Nov. 3
general election.

Talt's report was provided to board of
election members, the Cuyahoga County
Commissioners and the Cilizens League
of Cleveland, which has undertaken a
review of the election board's organiza-
tion and budgel. The Slate Highway
Patrol is Invosllgaﬂn%mllegallons ol
criminal conducl ql the




spent 39 days believing he had won
the Democratic precinct committee
mw-:d 10, Precinct P. When in-

by the board that he had lost
0 the sister of board Chairman
Thaddeus J. Jackson, Moore said, he
was outraged.

“I am not an uniair person, nor am
I petty or a sore loser,” Moore wrote
in a formal complaint to the Ohio

‘ Reippearlng Uots reversec‘rd electlon
psme 923

Elections Commission. “However,
this incident seems too coinciden-
tal"

Patricia Wolle, assistant elections
administrator o Ohio of
State Bob Taft, said she beli the
77 ballots were cast by legitimate vot-
ers but were stolen from a ballot car-
rying case and later returned. :

Although Moore would have bene-

———

Ballots

FROM/1-A

" Williams said her brother had
nothing to do wnh her come-from-be-
hind victory “because my brother
cannot vote in my precinct

Jackson is under investigation by
thtOhnose}:;narvofmsofﬁﬂlt;or
neponm after allegedly putting his

brother and son on the board payroil

their transfer case, a metal box used
to move bailots from polling piaces

tally among the mssing
“it was a blalam attempt to

steal the election.”

But Woife speculated that Wil-
liams was the only one who
votes because she was the only
cinct committee candidate
the bailot. Moore, on the other hand,
was a wrile-in candidate, who could
only be selected by volers who wrote
his name on special “secrecy enve-

Y [Wponn

lopes.” The T7 ballots found were all
computerized punch cards, none of
which was accompanied by a secrecy
envelope,

How is Wolfe so sure the ballots
were cast by legitimate voters? Be-
cause poll workers at Ward 10, Pre-
cinct P, matched the number of bai-
lots with the number of voters who
signed in at the polling piace. But
when workers at election headquar-
ters downtown opened the transfer
case to count the votes, 77 were miss-

The transfer case “was checked
three difTerent times by three differ-
ent pegple” in the weeks afler the
eiection, Wolfe said. The 77
ballots were not found until a
fourth check was made about 2%
weeks after the slection.

mranmmuuumd
the missing 77 ballots, does not men-
tion Williams or Jackson.

i

i

subsequently covered with
Out™ On Monday, Jackson
i i t would not
's alleged hiring of his
as well as his hiring of his
Johnnie Jackson, as a

i b

i

minority registration
study was authorized by

Kaads
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istered 10 vole in more than ome

finds

place. Al least four actually did, in-
cluding & man who was allowed to
cast a second ballot even aflter he ad-
mitted to an election worker he had
already voted. In one precinet com-
mittee race. the winner was deter-
mined by the myvsterious removal —
and subsequent secret return — of
scores of votes from a ballot box

“| was shocked by the extent of
the disarray on election day — the
lack of direction, the chaos and con.
fussion that took place,” said Ohio

election board chaos

Secretary of State Bob Talt, whose
office issued the report yesterday. “It
was a serious breakdown of the elec-
tion process.”

The report accuses the board of
having “failed to play its role as pol-
icy maker” and accuses Director
Claudia M. Guzzo of “not performing
the role of chiel execulive of the
board of elections.”

Taft said he would appoint an In-
dependent fact-finder to conduct a
hearing into the conduet of Jackson,

who allegedly hmd his son to work
election day in apparent violation of
Ohio ethics laws.

“Thaddeus Jackson Jr. was re-
cruited by and placed on the payroll
under the instructions of his father.”
the report said. “The board office
sign-in sheet for election day had
onginally Included the name of
Thaddeus Jackson Jr. This name was
subsequently covered with White-

Out.”
Yet payroll records indicate the

younger Jackson was paid for his
work, the report added

“I didnt hire him.” Jackson said
yesterday, adding that he had not yet
read Taft's report. “1 don't know any-
thing about it.”

Taft's office issued a press release
last night that said the special fact-
Ninder would also look into Jackson's
urderin of a board employee 1o pho-

000 voter registration cards
lm month. Jackson is already under
investigation by his fellow board

members over the copies, which he
said were used for a study of mi-
nority registration trends

Taft said disciplinary action
against Jackson could include finng.
He stressed he would avoid the im-
pulsive action of a previous secretary
of state, who once fired all four mem-
bers of the Cuyahoga County eler-
tions board only to be forred to res
instate them later

SEE CHAQS/T-A
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Chaos

Thursday to discuss the report. “Be-
fore any disciphinary action is taken.
i's important 1o build a (factual
case.”

Asked vesterday i he was think-
ing of steppang down, a dejected
Jackson sand: “I'm notl entertaining
any thoughts of leaving. Basically |
have o comment at this time. |ve
goot to ey s thinking ™

The report blactedd Jackeon for alsn
hinng his brother. Johnmie, as a per
mancent bisrd emplovee three years
ago Last vear. assistant Cuvahoga
County Prosecutor Michael P. Butler
wrote a letter reminding board mem-
hers that hiring family members
comild be 2 conflict of interest and
criminal violation

Although the hiring of Jackson's

“The appointment of the fact-finder
docs create a perception that this
hoard is gowng to have 1o work even
harder to overcome, in terms of re-
storing public confidence.”

Member

{i
£
i

,5.

Sewell,
vears ago when
band,

ber.

e
ji%i%iii?
il

ning the election. the candidate who
hed appeared on the ballot was de-
clared the winner.

“The fact that someone could re-
move ballols from their transfer case,
causing a false election resuit, and
subsequently return the ballots to

The report sad many unautho-
rized peopie had access to the trans-
fer cases on clection night. Security
was tightened for the August special
efection

Cuya ‘ a primary
ehttr;gl.l miscues

that they voted for themsehves

B The board’s computer was
intentionally supplied a computer
card with no bafiots, which re-
sulted in an erroneous final
Count.

@ The baliots from Cleveland
Ward 8HH, and other miscella-
neous batiots were left in the

party at the board prior 1o the
close of the polls

B No one was in charge of
averseeng the election mght op-
erahons and supervising the
staft

Major on
operations
¥ About 8.5% of the 857,410

registered volers in Cuyahoga
County appear on the masier

or talked in the area behind the
.~ the report ‘said
employres

in the

proc-

and were allowed in the com-

puter room, even though this is in vi-
olation of a board policy.”

Indeed, while ballots languished
uncounted in transfer cases. “there
was a circus-like atmosphere in the
very arca in which the transfer cascs
were being unloaded,” the report
said. “Board members, condidates,
staff and other party officials were
constantly strolling through the area,
talking with the fmends and talking
with the people who were emptying

fusion — although they were
& full day's work."™

Synenberg vowed
all poll workers would be

been updated and that an instrue-
tional video was recently filmed.

Talt said he would discuss
tmetable for the board 10 compict
the necessary reforms at the board
meeting Thursday.
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Turning the ovens off

leveland has gotten its first taste of federal
 clean-air reforms. It is bitter.

The ingredients: loss of 300 jobs and closure ol
the city’s last coke plant. LTV Corp. shut its other
coke plant about a year ago. At the time, tough new
federal benzene standards forced it to spent $7 mil-
lion on the remaining coke plant to control emis-
sions of the cancer-causing gas.

Welcome to the buckling divide between eco-

tlear, the United States too
ard, see-saw a| to economic
air reforms will clean the air.

try close obsolete plants. But
people out of work.

At LTV, fortunately, the firm can
petple into other operations. Yet, that is
Jobs lost in Cleveland.

The LTV coke plant, with its two ba
long lines of 63 gigantic ovens — is
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ens in Chicago, Warren, O., and Pittsburgh that

. Jackson

l f Cuyahoga County Board of Elections Chairman
Thaddeus J. Jackson does not resign his post,
Ohio Secretary of State Bob Taft should remove
him — immediately.

No other action will suffice in the wake of yester-
day’s Plain Dealer report that Jackson instructed a
board employee to photocopy each new voter regis-
tration and change of address card filed with the
vote board during August. This came to 32,000 cop-
ies, for which taxpayers paid about $8,000.

Jackson, a Democrat, ordered the photocopying
without informing other board members. Although
he claims to be conducting a private study of voter
registration patterns, Jackson's explanation is as
feeble as they come.

can more than supply its needs for the near future.

Some experts believe a quarter of all remaining
U.S. coke batteries at big integrated steelmakers
like LTV will close because of the 1990 Clean Air
Act reforms. That is a big shakeout. But it is over-
due. Most of these ovens are old. creaky, not worth
saving. They've been burdening the nation's air
with cancerous gases too long.

And the coke isn't needed, as imports grow from
Eastern Europe and Australia. The question then
becomes whether U.S. reforms are just sending
pollution overseas.

Yet America 'ssteelindustryneedshdp.%ihl
costs are enormous, and steelmakers like LTV, in
Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, can't ab-
sorb them. A new coke plant — u long-term
consideration by LTV for Cleveland — couid easily
cost $1 billion. Targeted investment tax credits are
essential to make such an invesiment feasible. By
then, LTV might want to invest in a new steel-mak-
ing technology, one that would skip the coke-mak-
ing step, like direct steel-making. won'lbea
moﬂﬁomﬂﬂsmeud\unﬁllhemm.
U.S. government must match its investment
in such farsighted technologies to that of major
competitors, Japan and Germany.

This nation can't pass narrow laws, even well-
meaning ones, and then sit back and hope for the
economic best. The equation is an in one,
and one side of that balance must include stronger
support for industry.

must go

To their credit, board members Kenneth J.
Fisher and Roger M. Synenberg quickly launched
an investigation into Jackson's misuse of public
funds. And Assistant County Prosecutor Michael P.
Butler demanded that Jackson make full restitu-
tion, adding that County Prosecutor Stephanie
Tubbs Jones will determine whether further action
is warranted. This will prove a vital test for Jones:
Any misuse of $8,000 in public funds should be
treated as an extremely serious matter.

Coming on the heels of numerous allegations of
vote board improprieties during the June 2 elec-
tion and the hestitation by some members, notably
Jackson, to adopt strong corrective measures,
Jackson has proven himself totally unfit for the
important office he holds. He must go.
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More vote board madness

Amt:efore the Cuyahoga County Board of
would do more than blame the mes-
senger. It would gag the messenger.

Operating under a “no news is good news” phi-
losopw vote board Chairman Thaddeus J. Jack-

has suggested imposing some form of gag or-
der on election workers, restricting
their right to make public statements about possi-

What unmitigated gall!

Of all the things that went wrong in the June 2
primary balloting, the vote board has done little
that we can see to correct anything. What went
wrong? Basically, all semblance of efficiency went
out the window. Ballots were misplaced — or lost.
The public was deliberately misinformed about the
finality of the unofficial count. A felon was placed
on the payroll for Election Day in violation of Ohio
law. Some vote counts were grossly inaccurate.
Poll workers were improperly trained. And, instead
of doing her job on election night, one poll-worker
supervisor catered a party for election officials and
their politico pals. For this, the woman received a
slap on the wrist: a letter of reprimand from this
gutless board.

Now along comes Jackson, saying in part, “we
have to make sure the message gets out correctly.”
Well, the post-primary message did get out cor-
rectly. And the message was the vote board didn't
do its job. What else would explain the Ohio High-
way Patrol's criminal investigation into the way
the election was conducted, or the endless reports
of suspect conduct revealed by Plain Dealer re-
porter Bill Sammon?

Jackson's motive for the proposed gag order is
highly suspect — especially since it was a
board employee who told Sammon that Black
Elected Democrats of Cleveland Ohio illegally ac-
cepted corporate contributions from Ohio Bell
Telephone Co. and Gap Productions Inc., a public
relations firm. Jackson, you see, is an active mem-
ber of BEDCO.

Wisely, the board agreed to research Jackson's
proposal further before taking action. If it has any
respect at all for the public’s right to know — and
there's a strong likelihood that it doesn't — then
the idea will never resurface. The public’s right to
an honest and open vote count demands nothing
less.




Election chief to limit talk to media /i

By BILL SAMMON
PLAIN DEALER REPCRTER

CLEVELAND
Reeling from negative publicity
about the primary election in June,
the chairman of the Cuyahoga
County Board of Elections wants to
limit the number of election workers
who are permitted to talk to the news
media.
“Werenottalkmgaboutsﬂmdng
people.” Chairman Thaddeus J.
Jackson said. “We just don't want a
lot of things in the paper from em-
ployees making statements.”
not an attempt at damage control in
the wake of the board’s botched elec-
tion. Plain Dealer articles on the
election triggered a cniminal investi-
gation by the State Highway Patrol,

which is probing allegations of ballot
tampering by election officials and
breaches in ballot security.

“I hate for peopie to get the wrong
impression,” Jackson said at a board
meeting yesterday. “But we have t0
do something to make sure the mes-
sage gets out correctly.”

Jackson said he proposed limiting
media access after the issue was
brought to his attention by someone.
He did not name the person. He said
he was particulariy concerned about

employees making public statements '

on acts that were considered illegal.

Earlier this summer, an elections
empioyee told The Plain Dealer that
Black Elected Democrats of Cleve-
land Ohio (BEDCO) dlqnﬂy ac-

te contributions from

Productions Inc., a public relations
firm.

But Jackson insisted his sugges-
ticn to limit media access did not
stem from any individual incident.

“Instead of giving out information
that is haif correct, don't give it out.”
board Director Claudia M. Guzzo

cepted corpora
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. and Gap dia.




Stokes shares
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PLAIN DEALER BUREAU

- ' WASHINGTON
upporters have been generous to
Rep. is Stokes over the years,
contributing more than half a million
dollars since 1987 1o help the veteran

Democrat stay in Congress.
And Stokes. in turn. has shared
wealth with constituents. char-
political friends and (amily

bers,

A review of disclosures filed with
the Federal Election Commission re-
cently shows Stokes using campaign
funds to hire a lawyer regarding an
ethics complaint. send his family to
Walt Disney World. lend money to a
daughter seeking her first elected of-
fice and purchase wedding and grad-
uation gifls

Such expenditures do not appear
to be illegal. but neither are they Lyp-
ical campaign expenses. Yet they are
common under federal election laws
and House rules. which ban use of
campaign funds for official or per-
sonal reasons but let lawmakers de-
cide what constitutes a “bona fide
political or campaign expense.”

Stokes. D-21. of Shaker Heights,

ined to discuss his campaign ex-
itures in detail. “[ am required
federal law to file reports with the
Election Commission of all
receipts and disbursements of cam-
paign funds.” Stokes sald in a writ-
ten statement issued Friday. “In
accordance with the law, | have filed
all required reports and they are a
matter of public record.”

He added: “The Federal Election
Commission has the authority to re
quire explanations lor any expendi-
tures recorded. The Commission has
never questioned any of the expendi-
tures which The Plain Dealer is writ-
ing about.”

ics argue few donors realize
their dollars are paying for more
than campaign expenses. “Thev're
raising money, in a sense, on false
retenses,” said Dwight Morris. a
05 Angeles Times reporter who
helped write the “Handbook of Cam

’

paign Spending.”

Lois Pucer. who gave Stokes $1.000
in 1988, was surprised to learn her
donation heiped finance a congres-
sional campaign in Florida and pay
for a 3579 constituent dinner meet-
ing at the Watermark Restaurant in
Cleveland. But she didn't mind the
expenditures, noting her faith in
Stokes. who chairs the House ethics
commitiee

I just think he would use it with
the highest integrity,” said Pucci, a
retiree who lives in Brooklyn, O.,
which is not in his district. "What-
ever Congressman Stokes does with
it, that s all nght with me.”

In the 1890 election cycle, mem-
bers of Congress used nearly $3.7
million of campaign funds to “stroke
their constituents with gifts and
other favors.” according to the hand-
book. Overall, they spent more than
$334.300 for fowers, $736,762 for
cards and $571.308 for other gilts

Among area lawmakers, Rep, Ed.
ward Feighan. D19, of Lakewood,
ranked 12th among House members
in the amount spent on flowers, with
a total of $3.881. Rep. Mary Rose Oa-
kar. D-20. of Cleveland, spent $8.211
on holiday cards. ranking 14th
among House members, according to
the handbook

Stokes. a 24-vear House veteran,
has attracted financial support from
a variety of political action commit-
tees and business executives, accord-
ing to FEC files. In the past, the lack
of a strong challenger has enabled
him to spend campaign funds on far
more than vard signs and television
ads.

His campaign committee has re.
ported about 3556.800 in contribu-
tons since 1987. with about 71%
from political action committees.
Such a percentage is typical for
members whose districts include
many lower-income residents who
cannot afford large political contribu-
tions

Stokes has used those funds to
send out 32,870 worth of Christmas
cards and $1,580 in giNs, including g
$H5 wedding present from Nlemnzj

Mareus, according to FEC records.

His campaign committee has paid
more than $5,000 to the Cleveland
Playhouse Club for Stokes' mem-
berlh;p and dinner and lunch meet-
ings. FEC records show. The commit-
tee also has spent about $17430 on
travel and hotels for himsell and his
family, including $1,740 for air fare
and accomodations at Walt Disney
World Resorts on April 2.

The campaign demands on Stokes
have been so minor, his cam‘paan
war chest earned more than $12,530
in interest last year,

This year could be different. As
the campaign kicks off this weekend,
Stokes 15 running in a new district
and is op by University
Heights Mayor Bery! Rothschild. a
Republican. and independent candi-
dates Ed Gudenas. a Euclid coun-
cilman. and Gerald Henley.

According to the most recent cam-
paign report. Stokes had collected
about §79.375 by the end of June. His
expenditures totalled more than
§123.000. but leftover funds from pre-
vious campaigns prevented him from
going into debt. Indeed. he had
enough resources available to make
loans of $51.500.

His daughter, Angela Stokes, bor-
rowed $50.000 for what turned out to
be a successiul Democratic primary
bid for Common Pleas judge. She re-
ported total contributions. including
the loan, of $85.650 prior to the June
2 primary.

On the congressman's campni’n
disclosure form. the date listed for
repayment of the interest-free loan is
“none.

Stokes' campaign also lent $1.500
to the Original Harvest Baptist
Church in Cleveland, without a re-
pavment date.

his was not the first time Stokes
has shared his campaign funds with
a church. In August 1991 his cam-
paign contributed $200 to the Imma-
nuel House of Prayer in Indianapo-
lis, run by a former Cleveland
“ﬁ%‘"!h Sk k
er hearing Slokes gpeak at an
DK Wonbs

NAACP bangjet, DK Jo

political wealth
| T

of Immanuel said he invited Stokes
to visit the church. which runs a food
bank and distributes clothes to the
city’s needy. After the visit, Jones
was surprised to receive a check.

“He said I think you're doing good
work and I'd like o0 help support it,”
Jones recalled.

Campaign disclosures since 1987
also show donations to civic organi-
zations and charities. Among the lo-
cal bepeficiaries were Citizens
Against Stadium Taxes, which re.
cetved $4.500. and the 2ist Congres-
sional District Caucus. which Stokes
founded with his brother Carl.

Nationally, Stokes contributed to
the Martin Luther King Jr. Center
for Non-Violent Social Change, the
Rev. Jesse Jackson's Rainbow Coali-
tion and the United Negro College
Fund.

The Handbook of Campaign
Spending shows Stokes spending
more than $31.400 this way during
the 1990 election. ranking him 11th
among his colleagues in terms of
campaign dollars funneled to civie
organizations.

ithout tough opgnsilion in his
own district, Stokes has spent some
of his contributions on political
friends instead.

The most recent report shows his
campaign contributing $1.000 to Oa-
kar in the last days of her hard
fought primary. Oakar, a 16-vear in-
cumbent, faced several challengers
and won the Democratic nomination
with less than 40 of the vote.

Likewise, Virginia Gov. Douglas
Wilder. New York City Mayor David
Dinkins and Senate candidate Har-
vey Gantt, who unsuccessfully chal.
lenged Sen, Jesse Helms in 1990 in
North Carolina. each have received
at Iutil,(’éﬁ from the Stokes cam-

palgn

70
LOUIS STOKES: "| have filed
all required reports.”

Besides taking his family on the
trip to Walt Disney World. Stokes
also reported spending 3895 in cam-
aign funds for the January 1991

ew York City Congressional Tour
Other examples include a $1.840 stay
at the Washington Hilton in January
1991. although Stokes has a home in
a Washington suburh

Dinners with constituents also cost
the campaign hundreds of dollars,
such as a §700 dinner with “constitu-
ents and political associates” this
year at La Colline. a French restau-
rant on Capitol Hill. Over the vears,
more than $3.440 has been spent eat-
ing and meeting with constituents,
the reports show

Morris, who would like to see cam-
paign laws changed to restrict cam-
paign expenditures. contends these
are the kinds of expenses driving up
the cost of campaigns — not the costs
ol television advertising

But others see nothing wrong. Af-
ter 53 years in politics. Cuvahoga
County Democratic Chairman John
Covne — who routinely donates
$1.000 to Stokes and other area can-
didates — said supporters rarelv dis-
pute how their dollars are spent
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCTON, DC 2046

October 7, 1992

Beryl E. Rothschild
3785 washington Boulevard
University Heights, Ohio 44118

MUR 3633
Dear Mr. Rothschild:

This letter acknowledges receipt on October 1, 1992, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by
Representative Louis Stokes, Louis Stokes for Congress
Committee, and Eugene Pearson, as treasurer, Thaddeus Jackson,
Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio, B.E.D.C.0. PAC, the
21st District Political Caucus, and Eugene Pearson. The
respondents will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to"in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

isa E. Klein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, DC 20461

October 7, 1992

Mr. Eugene Pearson
3657 East 114th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44105

RE: MUR 3633
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee
Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio
B.E.D.C.0. PAC
2lst District Political Caucus

Dear Mr. Pearson: i
The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which

indicates that the Louis Stokes for Congress Committee

("Committee"), Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio,

B.E.D.C.0. PAC, 21st District Political Caucus, and you, in the
capacity as treasurer of these organizations and also in your
personal capacity, may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633,
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under ocath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.5.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




e e

Mr. Eugene Pearson
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Veronica M.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Lisd E. Klein
ASsistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 20463

October 7, 1992

Representative Louis Stokes

U.S5. House of Representatives

2365 Rayburn House Office Building
washington, DC 20515

RE: MUR 3633

Dear Mr. Stokes:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this

matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response-is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.
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Representative Louis Stokes
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Veronica M.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Lij E. Klein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D C 20463

October 7, 1992

Thaddeus Jackson
13010 Austin Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44108-2025

MUR 3633

Dear Mr. Jackson:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.
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Thaddeus Jackson
Page 2

I1f you have any questions, please contact Veronica M.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

a E. Klein

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




BraND & LOWELL
A PROFISSIONAL CORPORATION
923 FIFTEENTH STREET. N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

TELEPHONE: (202) 862-9700
TeLecorien

1202) 737-7568
October 19, 1992

BY HAND DELIVERY

Veronica Gillespie, Esquire
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 3633

gh:DIMY 6113026

Dear Ms. Gillespie:

I enclose the relevant designation of counsel forms for MUR
3633.

Please do not hesitate to call me with questions or
comments.

Sincerely,

DEF:1dm
Enclosures




SIATINENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

LT ——
WANE OF COUNSEL: Brand & lowell

TELEPEONE: {_202 )_£62-9700

The above-named individual is hereby desiguated as ay
counsel and is suthorized to receive any notifications and ather
comsunicativos from the Commission and to act on my behalf
before the Commission.

/0 /1’?/
ace

BESPONDENT'S NANE: geprasentative Iouis Stokes

ADDRESE: p.g, Fouss of Representatives
2365 _Raybuzn House OIfice Bullding
Aasnington, D.C. 203510

TELEPHONE: HOME( )
BUBINESE(




STATIMENT OF DESIGHATION OF COUNSEL
WOR_3633

BANE OF COUNSEL: Brand & Iowell

ADDRESS: 923 pifteenth Strset, W.W.
Maghington, D.C. 20005
Attn: Stanlev Brand

TELEPNONE:{ 202 ) _662-0700

the sbove-named individual is hereby designmated as my
counsel and is authorized to raceive any notificetionsz and other
communications from the Commigsion and to act on my behalf

befare the Commissicon.

19-/9-9:

Mr. Bugane Pearsons lLouis Stokes for g8 Commirce
£ £ land B.2.D.C. P

2lat Digtrioct Palitiea

Y YY05

susiNEss( 2./ (») ‘f‘-f?)" j Q;g




BraND & LOWELL
A FROFISSIONAL COMPORATION
923 FIFTEENTH STREET N.W
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

TELEPHONE (202 6629700
TeLecomen: (2021 737-7585

October 28, 1992

BY HAND DELIVERY

Veronica Gillespie, Esquire
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: s 363
Dear Ms. Gillespie:

I enclose our response to the complaint filed September 29,
1992. I will supply the original affidavit signature pages when

they arrive. I also enclose original designation of counsel
forms for MUR 3633.

Please do not hesitate to call me with questions or
comments.

DEF: 1ldm
Enclosures




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

OF THE UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA

In the Matter of

The Honorable Louis Stokes,

the S8tokes for Congress Committee,
B.BE.D.C.0., B.E.D.C.0. PAC,

the 21st District Political Caucus,
and Mr. Eugene Pearson

Matter Under Review 3633

RESPONSE OF THE HONORABLE LOUIS STOKES,
THE S8TOKES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE, B.E.D.C.O.,
.0. PAC E 2 D

AND MR. EUGENE PEARSON DEMONSTRATING
O "REAS O BE "

THE COMMISSION TO PROCEED WITH THIS MUR

I. INTRODUCTION
MUR 3633 is based on a complaint dated September 29, 1992,

filed by Ms. Beryl E. Rothschild ("Complainant"), one of
Congressman Stokes's 1992 general election opponents. The
complaint names the Honorable Louis Stokes, the Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio ("BEDCO"™), the BEDCO Political
Action Committee ("BEDCO-PAC"), the Louis Stokes for Congress
Committee ("Stokes Committee"™), the 21st District Political

Caucus, and Mr. Eugene Pearson (collectively, "Respondents"™) as

respondents. Mr. Pearson is treasurer of BEDCO-PAC, the 21st

District Political Caucus, and the Stokes Committee. Congressman
Stokes, in his role as community leader, chairs BEDCO and the
21st District Political Caucus.

The complaint names only one other respondent, Mr. Thaddeus
Jackson. Mr. Jackson, Chairman of the Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Board of Elections, allegedly conducted the activity forming the
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complaint's gravamen: he had a Board of Elections employee
photocopy 32,000 new voter registration and change of address
cards. Chairman Jackson explained he was conducting his own
statistical survey of minority registration trends, but has not
yet reimbursed Cuyahoga County for the copying. He has, however,
issued a preliminary report of his findings. See "Elections
board asks why chairman photocopied cards," The Plain Dealer
(Sep. 18, 1992).

Complainant is attempting to tar Respondents (and

particularly her opponent, Congressman Stokes) with Chairman

Jackson's alleged improprieties. Complainant would do so,
however, solely on the flimsy reed that Chairman Jackson, like
Congressman Stokes and Mr. Pearson, is a member of BEDCO and the
21st District Political Caucus. The complaint's premise is thus
relatively simple -- it metamorphoses freedom of association into
guilt by association. Complainant, however, provides not a
scintilla of evidence of wrongdoing by any of Respondents.
Respondents accordingly, submit the following response
respectfully requesting the Federal Election Commission to find,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a), no "reason to believe" a
violation of federal campaign finance law and regulations has
occurred. The Commission should therefore expeditiously dismiss

this MUR. See 11 C.F.R. § 111.9(b).

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 2




This MUR does not involve federal issues. The Cleveland,

Ohio area press reported in mid-September 1992 that Chairman

Jackson had not reimbursed the Board of Elections for the 32,000
copies. Chairman Jackson has promised to pay the $8,000 copying
charge. But, as of the time the complaint was filed, he
apparently had not yet done so. Consistent with their duty to
ensure the proper use of municipal resources, Chio state
authorities are fully investigating the matter. As is explained
herein in further detail, this set of facts comprises the full
record of what has occurred. Quite obviously, the Commission has
no jurisdiction over Chairman Jackson's not paying Cuyahoga
County for copies of voter registration cards.

Complainant seeks to convert this municipal matter into a
federal administrative investigation of her opponent, Congressman
Stokes. Ms. Rothschild apparently hopes filing the complaint
will resuscitate her flagging congressional campaign.
Predictably, she has flouted Commission confidentiality
requirements by publicly announcing she filed this complaint.
(Exhibit A to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert is Ms. Rothschild's
press release for the complaint.)

Complainant would transform this municipal governance issue

a federal case based on the following hypothesis:

By virtue of the interlocking relationships among

B.E.D.C.0., B.E.D.C.0. PAC, Louis Stokes for Congress

Committee, Mr. Thaddeus Jackson, Mr. Eugene Pearson,

and Congressman Stokes, and by virtue of the fact that

Mr. Stokes is a candidate for election in a new

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 3




congressional district whose boundaries were
intentionally drawn to favor a minority candidate (58%
minority population), and taking into account Mr.
Jackson's claim that he wanted to track minority
registrations, one must conclude that

intended, at the very least, to make to Mr. Stokes, the
Stokes for Congress Committee, or a politically related
entity, and Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress
Committee or a politically related entity was willing
to accept, an in-kind contribution valued at $8,000,
which amount exceeds the legal contribution limit on
the part of any one person to or for the benefit of a
candidate for election to the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Complaint, ¥ 4 (emphasis added).

Notably, the complaint is fatally deficient because
Complainant chose not to allege under oath -- because she has
absolutely no evidence to do so -- that: (1) Chairman Jackson
provided the voter cards to Congressman Stokes or any other
Respondent; and (2) Congressman Stokes or any other Respondent
accepted these cards on the Stokes Committee's or either of the
other committees' behalf. Mr. Jackson's alleged jintention to

make and Congressman Stokes's willingness to accept an excessive
in-kind contribution do not state a violation of the Federal

Election Campaign Act, even if Complainant had any proof of these

inchoate allegations. The FECA mandates:
No person shall make contributions . . . to any
candidate and his authorized committee with respect to
any election for Federal office which, in the aggregate
exceed $1,000 . . . or to any political committee in
any calendar year which, in the aggregate, exceed
$5,000.
2 U.S.C. § 441a(1)(A),(C) (emphasis added). Complainant has thus
stated no claim against these Respondents because she has neither

alleged nor minimally demonstrated the actual making and receipt

RESPONSEE TO COMPLAINT - Page 4




of an excess in-kind contribution. The Commission, therefore,
should not have accepted this complaint because it alleges no
violation of federal campaign finance law. See In Re Federal
Election Campaign Act Litigation, 474 F. Supp. 1044, 1047 (D.D.C.
1979) (failure to allege and present "even the slightest evidence
that the accused parties" knowingly committed acts constituting
an FECA violation "is, by itself, sufficient reason [for the
Commission] not to investigate the allegation®).

Alternatively, Complainant alleges Mr. Jackson was acting as
Congressman Stokes's "agent"™ in copying the voter registration
cards "for the purpose of delivering them to his principal.”
Complainant avers no factual basis (e.g., no delegation of
authority, explicit or otherwise; no actual delivery of an in-

kind contribution based on such alleged agency, even if true) to

make this vicarious liability claim.’

Furthermore, the Commission cannot impose vicarious
liability under the FECA on a community service organization or
its leaders (e.g., Congressman Stokes and Mr. Pearson) based on
the alleged wrongdoing of one member of the organization
(Chairman Jackson) without express statutory authority. See.
e.g., People v. Byrne, 77 N.Y.2d 460, 466 (N.Y. 1991)

("individuals 'must . . . answer for their own acts, and stand or

: Moreover, assuming arguendo Chairman Jackson acted as

Congressman Stokes's "agent" in copying the records, Chairman
Jackson would not be making a contribution to Congressman Stokes.
Rather, the Congressman would, under that theory, be obligated to
reimburse Cuyahoga County for them himself. As explained above,
this is a matter of Ohio, not federal, law.

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 5




%e %

fail by their own behavior'") (gquoting Sayre, "Criminal
Responsibility for the Acts of Another,"™ 43 HARV. L. REV. 689,
701). Application of vicarious liability is particularly
unwarranted here because Complainant provided not a shred of
evidence Chairman Jackson undertock the alleged activity
(wrongful, if anything, only under gtate law) for the
organization's or its chairman's benefit. Indeed, the only
evidence concerning Chairman Jackson's motive reflects he had the
copies made for his own purposes. The Commission should,
accordingly, dismiss the Complainant's alternative agency theory
against these Respondents because it fails to state viable claim

or theory of liability.

The Commission may initiate an investigation in a case only
when it finds "reason to believe that a viclation of statute or
requlation over which it has jurisdiction has occurred or is
about to occur.” 11 C.F.R. § 111.10(a). In making that pre-

investigation stage determination, Commission regulations require

O~
O~
o
-
O
M
O

that it rely on the record as it exists at that stage (that is,
the complaint and any response by a respondent) in making the
"reason to believe" assessment. It is thus incumbent on a
complainant to adduce evidence of a violation of law or
regulation within the Commission's jurisdiction sufficient to

support a "reason to believe" finding.

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 6
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The Commission should make a no "reason to believe"™ finding

and dismiss the complaint because Complainant has brought forth

absolutely no evidence these Respondents had any involvement with

the voter cards, not to mention committed a violation of the FECA
or Commission regulations. Nowhere does or can Complainant
allege Mr. Jackson made an actual in-kind contribution in the
form of the voter registration cards to Congressman Stokes, the
Stokes Committee, or the other two community service committees
named as respondents. They did not. See Affidavit of Mr. Eugene
Pearson, ¥ 4.

Indeed, Complainant cannot even contend on this record
Chairman Jackson intended Congressman Stokes to have these cards.
In the only evidence available, Chairman Jackson stated he wanted
to employ his background in statistics to conduct his own review
of minority voter registration trends in his role as Board of
Elections chairman. See "Stokes' opponent cries foul,"™ The
Plain Dealer (October 1, 1992) (attached as Exhibit B to
Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert); and "Elections board asks why
chairman photocopied cards," supra.

The newsclips Complainant attached to her complaint afford
no additional factual basis to contend Respondents accepted an

excessive in-kind contribution from Chairman Jackson:

. The September 27, 1992, The Plain Dealer article

"Commissioners had plenty of warnings" addressed
Chairman Jackson and pgo other respondent; indeed, it
did not even discuss the voter registration card issue;

The Plain Dealer's September 25, 1992, article entitled
"Elections board chief denies wrongdoing" stated
Chairman Jackson had the voter cards copied and did so

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 7
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"to study minority registration trends"™ but made no
mention of Respondents or their alleged receipt of such
materials;

Joe Dirck's September 24, 1992, column in The Plain
Pealer, "Jackson's name on bottom of a lot of rocks,"
ventured a smug “guess" ("as good as anyone else's")
that, "In this era of targeted direct-mail campaigning,
how much might such a mailing list of fresh, eager
voters be worth to a peolitical candidate?", but Mr.
Dirck neither identified his hypothesized candidate
beneficiary nor offered any evidence the voter cards
were given to any candidate;

The September 24, 1992, Call & Post article entitled
"Taft review of Elections Board cites training
deficiencies, flawed registration records"™ mentioned no
respondent except Mr. Jackson and reported merely that
a "fact finder" assigned by Ohio Secretary of State Bob
Taft will investigate Mr. Jackson's "role in the
photocopying”;

's September 23, 1992, article
"Reappearing ballots reversed ward election™ covered
the same ground as the Call & Post article, except the
former explained Chairman Jackson photocopied the
materials to study minority voter registration trends

on his own;

The Plain Dealer's September 22, 1992, story "State
finds election board chaos" covered the same ground as
the previous two articles, but announced both the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections and the State of
Ohio are planning to investigate Chairman Jackson's
discharge of his official duties;

The Plain Dealer's September 20, 1992, editorial

"Jackson must go" reviewed the voter registration card
allegations, asserted without support Chairman
Jackson's justification for copying the cards is "“as
feeble as they come" but never alleged apy role by any
of the other Respondents in this matter;

2 The Plain Dealer's criticism of Chairman Jackson's
justification notwithstanding, its editorial board "jeer[ed]™ Ms.
Rothschild for filing a complaint against Respondents on this
record. (This editorial is discussed in depth herein and is
attached as Exhibit C to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert.)
Moreover, insofar as Complainant's guess is correct that Chairman
Jackson copied these cards to assist a candidate (whether or not

(continued...)

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 8




®e %

Bill Sammon's September 18, 1992, The Plain Dealer
article "Elections board asks why chairman photocopied
cards" reported Chairman Jackson was an “active member"
of BEDCO and that Congressman Stokes was BEDCO's
“Chairman," but, significantly, confirmed Chairman
Jackson "said the study was not conducted for the
benefit of that or any other outside agency,"
catalogued what ultimately became Complainant's
allegations, and then explained what Chairman Jackson
did with the voter cards (i.e., conducted his own study
for his own purposes) and the preliminary study he
produced as a result of that review;

's September 2, 1992, article "More
vote board madness”" did not pertain to the voter card
issue but reported Chairman Jackson was an "active
member" of BEDCO;

Nor did The Plain Dealer's September 1, 1992, article
"Election chief to limit talk to media™ involve the
voter registration card issue; and, finally,

The Plain Dealer's September 6, 1992, story entitled
"Stokes shares political wealth" did not pertain to the
voter card issue and instead detailed certain alleged
uses of Congressman Stokes's campaign funds which are
not illegal but which those in certain quarters might
criticize.

The newsclips thus provide no "reason to believe"™ these
Respondents committed any violation of federal campaign finance
law or regulations under the Commission's jurisdiction. Indeed,
they provide evidence of just the opposite, Chairman Jackson
explained to The Plain Dealer reporters, "The congressman wasn't
involved at all." "Stokes' opponent cries foul," supra (attached

as Exhibit B to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert).

2(...continued)
he rendered any actual assistance), he may have sought to assist
a state or local candidate unrelated to Congressman Stokes. For
instance, Chairman Jackson's gister was a candidate in a ward
precinct committee race. See "Elections board chief denies

wrongdoing,™ supra.

RESPONSBE TO COMPLAINT - Page 9




%o ®e

For its part, The Plain Dealer, which originally reported
and has diligently investigated the Chairman Jackson voter

registration card story, issued its own truly unflattering

analysis of the complaint and Complainant's motives. The day
after the newspaper reported Chairman Jackson's statement that
"The congressman wasn't involved at all," its editorial board

accorded:

JEERB . . . to the year's champion political crybabies
led by . . . Beryl E. Rothschild, a candidate for
Congress . . . [who] filed a Federal Elections (sic)
Commission complaint against her opponent Rep. Louis
Stokes, alleging he got an illegal $8,000 contribution.
Trouble is, she apparently had not one shred of hard
evidence . . . . She has no proof Stokes got the
material. That is potentially $8,000 worth of bunkum
that will cost the taxpayers to investigate.

"Cheers & Jeers,"™ The Plain Dealer (Oct. 2, 1992).

The complaint is not simply "bunkum."™ When coupled with
Complainant's publication of her filing of it, the complaint
represents a cynical effort to co-opt the Federal Election
Commission and its processes for partisan political advantage.

It is unlikely the Commission will be able to act to dismiss the
complaint before the election.

Perhaps even more fundamentally, Complainant's filing this
action (and the Commission's accepting it) penalize Respondents'
exercise of their first amendment-protected associational rights.
What Complainant alleges are invidious "interlocking
relationships"” that warrant this action against these Respondents
are actually their (and Mr. Jackson's) political associations.

Reduced to its actual, provable element, the complaint ties

RESPONSBE TO COMPLAINT - Page 10




Respondents to this MUR based on Messrs. Stokes's, Pearson's, and
Jackson's memberships in the 21st District Political Caucus and
BEDCO, and Messrs. Stokes's and Pearson's involvement with the

Stokes Committee. These involvements represent "the very heart

of the organism which the first amendment was designed to nurture

and protect: political expression and association concerning

federal elections and officeholding." See Federal Election
Commission v. Machinists Non-Partisan Political League, 655 F.2d

380, 388 (D.C. Cir. 1981). Complainant cannot purport to require
Messrs. Stokes and Pearson to serve as guarantors of the full
range of Chairman Jackson's political and official activity
because the three belong to the same community service

organizations.

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 11




Partisan attacks -- even irresponsible ones -- may come with

the turf in politics, but federal inquiries (and their attendant

costs and discomfiture) brought in response to baseless,
politically motivated, and improperly publicized charges should
not. Respondents respectfully request the Commission not
entertain this MUR for one minute longer than minimally necessary

to act to dismiss it.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: october] ¥, 1992 ——BRAND &LOWELL, P.C.

o

ley M. Brand
Dav s\ Frulla
923 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 662-9700

Counsel for Respondents Louis
Stokes, the Stokes for
Congress Committee, Eugene
Pearson, B.E.D.C.0.,
B.E.D.C.0. PAC, and 21st
District Political Caucus
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In the Matter of

The Honorable Louis Btokes,

the 8tokes for Congress OCommittea,
.o'cb.C¢°-' 'O'ODDcIOI m.

the 21ist District Political Caucus,
and Mr., Bugene Pesarson

Matter Undar Raviaw 3613

e P P

i

COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

STATE OF OHTO

I, Bugene Pearson, being duly sworn, depose and state as
follows:

1. I am of full age, competent, and have personal
knowledge of the facts to vhich I attest in this affidavit.

2. I sexve as treasurer of the Louis Stokes for Congress
Committee, the 21st District Political Caucus, and B.E.D.C.O.
PAC. I make this affidavit based on facts available to me in
these capacities.

3. News media reports indicate Cuyahoga Country Board of
Elections Chairman Thaddeus Jackson may have had 32,000 new voter
registration and change of address cards photocopied.

4. To the best of my knowledge, Chairman Jaockson hao
supplied neither the above-described copies of the Board of
Elections records nor any analysis he may have conducted thereof

FROM BRAND & LOWELL 2027377565 10-27-92 00:52AM POO4 829
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to the Louis Stokes for Congress Committee, B.E.D.C.0,,
B.E.D.C.O. PAC, or the 21st District Political Caucus.

e wa M

Subsceibed tg and Eorn
bo!ore la this ;" day
of -%ﬁ

E—ﬁ % ﬁé: é/ﬁzﬂf

Zw + Fon rhe S7Zp7e ¢ O
MY lom 43,55, on EY/)A"B ]Jy /3 /25y
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In tha Matter of

The Honorable Louis Btokes,

the Stokes for Congress Committee,
$.B.D.C.0., B.E.D.C.O0. PAQ,

the 21st Distriot Political Caucus,
and Mr. Bugene Pearson

Matter Under Review 3633

T Sl S et ' S Yl N

E

COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA
STATE OF OHIO

I, Jewell Gilbert, being duly sworn, depose and state as
follows:

1. I am of full age, competent, and have personal
knowledge of the facts to which I attest in this affidavit.

2. I assist the Louis Stokes for Congress Committee and
have come to review two newspaper articles and Ms. Rothschild's
press release concerning her filing a complaint with the Federal
Election Commission against Congressman Stokes, the Stokes for
Congress Committee, B.E.D.C.0., B.E.D.C.0. PAC, the 21st Distrioct
Political Caucus, and Mr. Bugene Pearson.

3. These two nevspaper articles are: (i) “"Stokes' opponent
cries foul,” The Plain Dealer (Cotober 1, 1992); and (ii) “Cheers

and Jeers," The Plain Dealer (October 2, 1992).
4. Attached to this affidavit are true and accurate coples
of each of these two newspaper articles and press release.

FROM BRAND & LOWELL 2027377565 10-27-92 09:52AM POO2 #28
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Supecribed to and sworn
bafcre me this J% day

o
af Jofiece ’

‘#/;f sk /fj'f s
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Shaker Beights, Ohio 44122

.. Contact: Willi. M
216/25:... .2 ¥
z home
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ROTESCHOILD CHARGES STOKES WITE IIIEQAL CoMrTrI._ .- - .=

CLEVELAND, Sept. 30 ——— The Rothechild for Cconc-__.

£i1led an official complaint with the Fader-: - .- -ons
- goion ing that the Iounis Stokes' campuior . . .ocsived an
{llegal, in= contribution valued at §8,000, f-c_ - -“sus
Jackson, chairman of the Cuyahoga County Board of Bl.-:-.3,

‘Mayor Beryl B. Rothschild is the lican ceciiz.c-5 for
sengress in the newly redrawn 11th District which icc.. ... smeh of
the city’s east sice and sastern suburbs. BStokes i: - Z.-year
incumbent vho presently Trepresents the old 2lsc Dizc-oc

The complaint charges that Jacksom, inm his cezocicy =3
=haiyman, ardarad Board of Elections employees ©c copy --4a L 000
oW voter registratiom cards and change of mddreze r.--ci:filed
during the month of Angust 1992, which he perscnelly r: -J7sd from
sounty offioces. Further it states that Jagkson h-: =
roimburse the beard for the $8,000 value of ths copil oo
that the copics were used for an unputhorized mcud./ o _.o:

voting patterns. {

. New registrations), changes of votsr Btec =ro - study of
ainority voting patterns in the city’'s east Kic: virc: -nd eastern
Faburbs wotld by ul considezrable wvalue teo Song-sosiczel
i:.th. nev llth District. A al.ﬂ;ildm .,é:,m se-- -Yormation

early feptember wonld have 2 sar t eNTEge Tval A
l{ who bhad|to wait until the _wWare Q:‘.‘t&g’;z incvo the
soard’s computer! base cf + Chiénge ci czidvess and
new voter registration |information can take up to o Zi.ii or move
2 process and become svailable to candidates.

C Rothschild’s m:,llllq.l that Jackson hao: z-ovided the

ttee with the voter regi:cr-:::-- data and
sampaign cont tion.y Individual comtributions to co..-sssional
sanpaigns are limited to §1,000 byl fedexal regulotic-_ .

! "MORR *
1

>

-2-2-2-2-2-2~

Jackson, a Damocrat, is an active member o:i sev.-:. of Stokes’
solitical organizations including Black Mlectuod Di_cscroc- of
Sleveland, ©Ohic, alsc knowa ac B.E.D.C.0, and the 2l.v oDisvriot
Politiocml Caucus. The complaint also states thot .. cr.xsurer of
the 21st District Caucus, B.E.D.C.0. and the Louls Scc<ew for
:anqrmdc::nitu- are ‘one and the same; Fugers Ficrsio. of
sleve .

Rothschild vs, Stokes race is expectcd o -. ..o OF the




lenge in fmb. skluster recerd . oo

Ebea. .7

W ABA ‘¢ 8 Rezoec. j&
Es against MASA's Space Biutic: :-ovam

mam area jobs in jeoparcy.

The congressicnal race in the redistricted 1lt:
e s SithaRl o coageces
as one cri to congressi
1i1th Distriet includes most of Clevilun: - “.3t Bide,
of the West #8ide including Limnduls - - --: eastern
suburbs of1 Buclid; Bast Cleveland; South Buelid: c_..:l
ts; Sheker Beights; University Heights; Oranga: ...
Hills) Warrensville Beights; North Rand:cll; —.-‘oxd
; and Bratenmahl. Also included are sectlsns < _Zchmond
geights, Garfield Neights; Naple Hoights); Bodforid; T__.. . .:
Srooklyn; and Oakwood.
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StO}:\,C
OpD\, e ._f P
crie< —ul

Congresse..o. ..
Rothschild ol ..
her opponts... ..

an e, .
tribution fro.. ..
Cuyahoge Coo ..

The chairz-..
OIL IS Wrade: .
viections booo .
denng boos ...
ocupy 3000 vi...
al taxpaver v

The copics <oos oo ..‘C to moke.
and Rothschi. - ,: Ziokes bene-
fited from the ~zcause they
comained addro. . oo 224 of county
voters, inforac..o.. .22 could have
h(‘!pf{.‘ Sickes o
Ihcranure.

Although kKius=oa
evidenee Lo suppos. uar
Stokes was invel L-..;‘.W
the cards, shf s2.d suc- was filing &
complunt wits 1. Federal Elections
Commssion w gote uung lfm

had an uniis zovinwge in the race
for the it T sas:ionsl District
scal.

Jockeon. swhy oz cad he
pied the cards i cunaoet his awn

study ol mincouyv \m.ng patterns.
denied Swkos inve.vement

“The eangressman wasn'l involved
al all.™ Jackson =.d.
But Rothschils. = RAcpublicun who

is mayor of Universuy M”
she believea Swkcs would have

the sole beneicizry of the m
pying besziss .- .- are close &5
socialos.
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«J0-15-92 11:23AM  FROM BRAND 80“.“ 10 IZlSSZZlQUS///llu P002/003

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL L

MUR 35133
NAME OF COUNSEL: Brand & Lowell

ADDRESS: Stanlev Brand
223 Fifteenth Street, N.W

TELEPHONE:{_202 )_662-9700

The above-named individual is hereby designated as ay
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf
before the Commission.

_/o/f/z/’ yeto

Date /

RESPONDENT'S NAME:pgpresentative Louis Stokes
ADDRESS: y.s, House of Representatives

TELEPHONE: HOME(

BUSINESE(

FROM BRAND &t LOWELL 2027377565 10-15-92 11:22AM POO2 #39
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STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

MUR 3633
NAME OF COUNSEL: Brand & Lowell

ADDRESS : 923 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
~Mashington, D.C. 20005
~Attpn: Stanley Brand

TELEPHONE: ( 202 ) _662-9700

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commigsion and to act on my behalf

before the Commission.

540 -[7-9

. Eugene Pearson; Louis Stokes for Congress Committe

Mr
RESPONDENT’S NAME: of Cleveland, Ohic B.E.D.C. P?
21st Digtrict Pnlitiecal Caucus
ADDRESS : ‘)(.;‘3]( L / 191:;14-‘
' (Q“LL«U ({"//0

rerermoNE: mome( Q) (o) N(p/-FU/ 3D
susiness( 2/ (o) Y S3- Y62 &

FROM BRAND & LOWELL 2027377565 10~15-92 11:22AM PO03 #39




MUR # b 3.3

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTONS DC 2046)

mMs s TEBDEMR# J L33

DATE FILMED /oéz/éj CAVERA NO. 2




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
NHASHINCTON DC 04)

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTATION IS ADDED TO

o THE PUBLIC RECORD IN CLOSED MUR &33.

N

o~ l!]lb]“ -
™

-

wn

o}

b

o

o

™




THE READER IS REFERRED TO ADDITIONAL MICROFILM LOCATIONS

FOR THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THIS CASE

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
September 22, 1992, Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority System.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

8

3. Certification of Commission vote, dated April 28, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1621-22.

9

4. General Counsel’s Report, In the Matter of Enforcement
Priority, dated December 3, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1623-1740.

5. Certification of Commission vote, dated December 9, 1993.
See Reel 354, pages 1741-1746.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

DEC i 0 1993

Thaddeus Jackson
13010 Austin Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44108-2025

RE:

Mr. Jackson:

Dear

On October 7, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notified
you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

a8
After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
o Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against you. See attached narrative.
™ Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter.
i The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.5.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
-~ longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In eddition, although
the complete file must be placed on the public record within
wn 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of
. the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as
<r possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior
to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible
- submissions will be added to the public record when received.
M 1f you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
", 219-3400.

Sincerely,

2 ,/64 / ’ %ﬁf//

Eric §. Brown
Paralegal Specialist

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file:
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MUR 3633
LOUIS STOKES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE

In this matter, the complainant, Louis Stokes’ general
election opponent in Ohio’s 1992 11lth Congressional District
election, alleges that the Chairman of the Cuyahoga County Ohio
Board of Elections made an $8,000 in-kind contribution to Louis
Stokes’ campaign by copying 32,000 voter registration cards for
his personal, unofficial study into minority voter registration
trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chairman
made the contribution through his personal involvement in two
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 21st District Political
Caucus. The treasurer of the Committee was also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, however, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes’ campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Commission and does not involve a substantial amount of money.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 2de)

DEC 1 0 1993

Beryl E. Rothschild
3785 wWwashington Boulevard
University Heights, OH 44118

RE: MUR 3633
Dear Ms. Rothschild:

On October 1, 1992, the Federal Election Commission received

your complaint alleging certain violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against the Honorable Louis Stokes,

Thaddeus Jackson, Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio,
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee and Eugene Pearson, as
treasurer, B.E.D.C.0. PAC, 21st District Political Caucus, and
Eugene Pearson. See attached narrative. Accordingly, the
Commission closed its file in this matter. This matter will
become part of the public record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

!riéxéf Brown

Paralegal Specialist

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file: neEc £ 9 1393
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MUR 3633
LOUIS STOKES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE

In this matter, the complainant, Louis Stokes’ general
election opponent in Ohio’s 1992 11lth Congressional District
election, alleges that the Chairman of the Cuyahoga County Ohio
Board of Elections made an $8,000 in-kind contribution to Louis
Stokes’ campaign by copying 32,000 voter registration cards for
his personal, unofficial study into minority voter registration
trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chairman
made the contribution through his personal involvement in two
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 2lst District Political
Caucus. The treasurer of the Committee was also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, however, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes’ campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Commission and does not involve a substantial amount of money.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON D C 204l

Stanley Brand, Esquire
Brand & Lowell

923 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

RE: MUR 3633
The Honorable Louis Stokes
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee and
Eugene Pearson, as treasurer
Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio
B.E.D.C.0. PAC
2lst District Political Caucus
Eugene Pearson

Dear Mr. Brand:

On October 7, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notified
your clients of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against the Honorable Louis Stokes, the
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee and Eugene Pearson, as
treasurer, Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio, B.E.D.C.O.
PAC, the 21st District Political Caucus, and Eugene Pearson. See
attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file
in this matter.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although
the complete file must be placed on the public record within
30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of
the Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior
to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible
submissions will be added to the public record when received.
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Stanley Brand, Esquire
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3400.

Sincerely,

7'/5 MM‘/

Eric S§. Brown
Paralegal Specialist

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file: DEC 05 Eﬂ3
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MUR 3633
LOUIS STOKES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE

In this matter, the complainant, Louis Stokes’ general
election opponent in Ohio’s 1992 1lth Congressional District
election, alleges that the Chairman of the Cuyahoga County Ohio
Board of Elections made an $8,000 in-kind contribution to Louis
Stokes’ campaign by copying 32,000 voter registration cards for
his personal, unofficial study into minority voter registration
trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chairman
made the contribution through his personal involvement in two
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Black Elected
pemocrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 21st District Political
Caucus. The treasurer of the Committee was also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, however, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes’ campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Commission and does not involve a substantial amount of money.




