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To: Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

From: Beryl E. Rothschild -

3785 Washington Boulevard
University Heights, Ohio 44118

Date: September 29, 1992

The undersigned, Beryl E. Rothschild, a candidate for
election to the U.S. House of Representatives from the 11th
District of Ohio, believes one or more violations of the Federal
election laws have occurred or may occur, as set forth below.
The undersigned believes that the violation(s) described have
had or will have an adverse effect on her candidacy in that it
provides an unfair advantage to her opponent, Louis Stokes.

RESPON~DENTS

The respondents, as described in the section below,
include one or more of the following persons or political

'KT organizations:

(1) Louis Stokes, U.S. House of Representatives,
21st District of Ohio (candidate for election to
new 11th District);

(2) Thaddeus Jackson, 13010 Austin Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohio 44108-2025;

(3) Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio,
also known as B.E.D.C.O., Louis Stokes, Chairman,
cf/o Eugene Pearson, Treasurer, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105;

(4) B.E.D.C.O. PAC, d/o Eugene Pearson,
Treasurer, 3657 East 114th Street, Cleveland,
Ohio 44105;

(5) Louis Stokes for Congress Committee, d/o
Eugene Pearson, Treasurer, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105;

(6) 21st District Political Caucus, Louis
Stokes, Chairman, c/o Eugene Pearson, Treasurer,
3657 East 114th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105; and

(7) Mr. Eugene Pearson, 3657 East 114th
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44105.
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1. Thaddeus Jackson, who serves as Chairman of the

Board of Elections of Cuyahoga County (Cleveland), Ohio, without
authorization or direction of the Board of Elections, directed
an employee of the Board of Elections to make copies of 32,000
voter registration cards which copies Mr. Jackson removed from
the offices of the Board of Elections and took to his home. The
cards contained the names and addresses of both new registrants
and registered voters whose addresses had changed. The Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor and Secretary of State of Ohio are investiga-
ting the matter to determine whether violations of the criminal
laws or election laws of Ohio have occurred.

2. The voter registration cards copied by Mr. Jackson
are a matter of public record. Copies are available to anyone
on payment of a fee of 25 cents a card. The total cost for
copying 32,000 cards would be $8,000.00. As of this date, Mr.
Jackson has not paid for such copies, although after the deed
was discovered he was quoted as saying he would be willing to do
SO. He has claimed that the cards were copied by him for the
purpose of studying voter registration patterns and to track
minority registration trends. As mentioned above, the Board of
Elections did not authorize or request any such study.

3. Mr. Jackson serves as an active member of a
political organization known as Black Elected Democrats of
Cleveland, Ohio, also known as B.E.D.C.O. A related entity is

- B.E.D.C.O. PAC. Mr. Jackson is also an active member of another
political organization known as the 21st District Political
Caucus. Both B.E.D.C.O. and the 21st District Political Caucus
were founded by Louis Stokes, a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives (21st District of Ohio) and a candidate for
election to the U.S. House of Representatives (new 11th District
of Ohio). Mr. Stokes serves as the chairman of B.E.D.C.O. and
the 21st District Political Caucus. The undersigned believes
Mr. Stokes is also directly connected with B.E.D.C.O. PAC,
inasmuch as Mr. Eugene Pearson is an active member of B.E.D.C.O.
and serves as the treasurer of B.E.D.C.O. PAC, the Louis Stokes
f or Congress Committee (FEC identification number 007927) and
the 21st District Political Caucus.

4. By virtue of the interlocking relationships among
B.E.D.C.O., B.E.D.C.O. PAC, Louis Stokes for Congress Committee,
Mr. Thaddeus Jackson, Mr. Eugene Pearson and Congressman Stokes,
and by virtue of the fact that Mr. Stokes is a candidate for
election in a new congressional district whose boundaries were
intentionally drawn to favor a minority candidate (58% minority
population), and taking into account Mr. Jackson's claim that he
wanted to track minority registrations, one must conclude that
Mr. Jackson intended, at the very least, to make to Mr. Stokes,
the Stokes for Congress Committee, or a politically related
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entity, and Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress Committee or a
politically related entity was willing to accept, an in-kind
contribution valued at $8,000.00, which amount exceeds the legal
contribution limit on the part of any one person to or for the
benefit of a candidate for election to the U.S. House of
Representatives. Alternatively, Mr. Jackson was acting as an
agent for Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress Committee or a
related political entity when, without authority and without
payment therefor, he removed copies of 32,000 voter registration
cards from the offices of the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
for the purpose of delivering them to his principal. Another
fact to be considered is the interval between the time the new
voter registration cards are received by the Board of Elections
and the time they are processed and entered into the Board's
computer data base. Having the list before it is made available
to other candidates gives the incumbent a clear time advantage
over his opponents. As one newspaper columnist asked, "In this
era of targeted direct-mail campaigning, how much might such a
mailing list of fresh, eager voters be worth to a political
candidate?". (See exhibit attached.)

5. The foregoing statements are based on Complainant's
C01 information and belief, the sources for which are newspaper

articles related to the subject of the complaint, FEC reports
submitted by the Stokes for Congress Committee, and records
obtained from the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.

6. Additional information is contained in the exhibits
attached to this Complaint.

BerqS1E. Rothschild

STATE OF OHIO)
ss

CUYAHOGA COUNTY)

BERYL E. ROTHSCHILD, being first duly sworn, says that
the facts set forth in the foregoing complaint are true to the
best of her information and belief. ___

Beryl E. Rothschild

SWORN TO BEFORE ME and signed in my presence, the __

day of September. 1992.

Notary Oublic
FATRCg

14o of Ohio

SyComm .
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Commissioners hai
F That's th e grade I give Cuya-*hoga County Commsinr
Tim Hagan. Mary Boyle and Jim Pe.
tro for their handling of that taxpa-
yer-subsidized disaster known as the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.

Ever since the June 2 primary
election debacle the commismoners
have been expressing great concern
about the board's working& But the
commissioners had been warned re-
peatedly that there were problems in
the plushly appointed, employee-
bloated elections board building on
Euclid Ave. Those warnings came
long before last June's primary elec-
tion. which resulted in reports of
missing ballots and other vote-count-
ing irregularities.

Alas. the commissioners did very
little to respond to those early warn-
ing signs. Only now. as the elections
board is at or near total collapse, are
the commissioners beginning to stir.

It's easy to blame Thaddeus Jack-
son. the chairman of the elections
board, for all that is wrong there.

It's easy, but it's also wrong.
Jackson practices a crude brand of

politics that legitimately has landed
him in hot water. The place would be
better off if he were removed from
office.

But to pin the entire elections
board mess on one man is too simple.
too convenient. Jackson is being
made into the sacricial lamb - an
old political ploy calculated to sug-
gest that real change is afoo.

It's a cheap tactic. It falls far short
of fully addressing the deep-rooted
probliems at the elections board.

The board was run for years by t
late Robert E. Hughes. A politi,
genius. Hughes alone knew all t
board's inner workings. And he r
the place without producing scand&
like those that surfaced June 2, wh,
the precious sanctity of the vo:
counting process was cast in doubt.

But even during Hughes' reig
there were plenty of signs that son.
thing was terribly wrong. And tk
Cuyahoga County commissione:
who year after year have approw
the elections board's swollen budge
deserve at least part of the blame f(
this mess.

Here's a sampling of some ear.
warning signs that the commissior
ers all but ignored:

• Jan. 25. 1991: The electior
board hired another round of polit
cally connected workers despite flj
ures that showed the Cuyahog
County Board of Elections had muc.
higher per-voter expenses tha.
Ohio's other urban elections board
- in some cases, double. There ar

[ plenty of warnings
nerly 200 full-time workers at the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.
At the Franklin County Board of
Elections in Columbus. there are 38.

8 Feb. 3. 1991: It was reported that
top officials at the Cuyahoga County
Board of Elections have taxpayer-
subsidized chauffers - board work-
ers who drive them to sites where
"board-related business" is con-
ducted-

N Feb. 8, 1991: The Cuyahoga
County prosecutor's office ques-
tioned the hiring of Thaddeus Jack-
son's brother after it was reported
that Jackson sidestepped state law
that says no public official shall use
his influence to benefit his family. "I
recommended him," Thaddeus Jack-
son acknowledges.

0 Feb. 22. 1991: The Cuyahoga
County prosecutor's office ques-
tioned the hiring of Hughes' brother-
in-law. Hughes. as elections board
chairman, recommended that his
brother-in-law be hired.

G March 22. 1991: Displaying tre-

mendous arrogance, the board of
elections publicly voted to legally
"re-hir" Jackson's brother and
Hughes' brother-in-law. Jackson ab-
stained from the vote to hire his
brother, Hughes abstained from the
vote to hire his brother-in-law. This
charade supposedly made the hir-
ings OK. at least in the carnival-like
atmosphere at the taxpayer-subsi-
dized board of elections.

N May 14, 1991: A report showed
that Mary Yates Malone, the
$5720a-year elections board direc-
tor. worked only 77 full-time days in
1990. "'Mhis situation has to change,"
said Boyle.

N Dec. 20. 1991: After telling the
commissioners that it had frozen hir-
ing, the board hired a secretary who
worked previously at Hughes' con-
suiting firm. "I disagree with them
hiring someone, and I will make that
known to them." proclaimed Petro.

If that wasn't a sufficient number
of wake-up calls. I don't know what
would have been. But our commis-
sioners mostly slept through it all.

slipping into consciousness just of-
ten enough to mumble some tooth-
less rhetoric that resulted in little be-
ing done.

Hagan said it has been awkward to
incite changes at the elections board.
because it would appear as if the
commissioners were only meddling
for political purposes. He also notes
that while the commissioners control
the elections board purse strings, it's
up to (Ohio Secretary of State Bob]
Taft and the elections board to run
the place.

Here's what Petro says: "I didn't
see the warning signs before the pri-
mary." Anyone home in there, Jim?

Boyle says "We had our budget
oversight responsibility. Did we use
it to its full extent? No. But did we
think the board was in a state where
it needed to be torn down and re-
built? I didn't."

F, F and F.

Luttne'r is The Plain Deaters poli-
tics writer.

S LUTTNER
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Cuyatioge County Elections Board Chairman Thaddeus J. Jackson
listens durng a board meeting yesterday.
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Elections board chief
denies wrongdoing
BY SILL SAMMON
PLA4 DEALER REPORTER

CLEVELAND
Cuyahoga County Elections Board

Chairman Thaddeus J. Jackson em.
phatically denied yesterday that he
had anything to do with the theft and
secret return of ballots that gave his
sister a victory in a June primary
race.

He also blamed his staff for hiring
his son. Thaddeus J. Jackson Jr.. as a
temporary worker on Election Day.
Jackson said he did not know his son
had been hired and did not know
who used White-Out to obscure his
son's nan fomI an Election Day
sign-in sheet at board headquarters.

'threimarks broke Jackson's four.

day silence on a growing controversy
that threatens to topple the co'unty s
top elections official just weeks be.
fore the presidential election.

The Ohio secretary of state's office
is investigating the placing of Jack-
son's son and brother on the board
payroll without board approval Jack-
son s brother. Johnnie Jackson, has
been a full-time board employee for
three years.

The office is also looking into why
Thaddeus Jackson ordered a board
employee to photocopy 32.000 voter
registration cards. Jackson has said
he used the copies to study minority
rtstration trends, but the board
never authorited such a study.

Yesterday, Ohio Secretary of State
Bob Taft declined to comment on the

possibility that someone might have
altered 77 ballots in a waid prie oct
committee race in the 18 days thf-v
were missing after the electior Frd-
die Moore initially appeared to t the
winner of the contest hut th' rp-
turned ballots gave the victory to
Judy Williams. Jackson s sister

Jackson "absolutely and iineqiivo-
tally' denied tampenng with ballots

in the precinct election
Jackson said he "didn't know any-

thing about" the ballot theft until the
incident was revealed in a report by
Taft's office this week.

"'It's still unclear as to who did
what" in that case. Taft said. 'That's
a matter that is possibly under inves-
tigation by the Highway Patrol."

lIe ELECTIONI/2..
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Jackson's name
on bottom of
a lot of rocks
T um over a rock and you can

find the damedest things
sometimes. Down at the

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections,
assorted investigators have been
lifting up rocks ever since the Great
Train Wreck - aka the June primry
- and beneath a surprising number
of them, squirming uncomibrtably
and squinting in the nalmed
light, has been Board Chairman
Thaddeus J. Jackson.

Suddenly, Jackson has beame the
name and be this rumm s Of
saxndalous incmpetence (and
maybe worse) had been lng until
now.

Secretary of Stat Bob Taft skiaed
him out for special mentm in
relemsing a devastating repan the
primary eection this week. aming
Jadsn ofnepotism and vowing to
appoint a special fat-finde" to
investge the chairman's behavior.

Taft. who has the authority to
remove Jackson from the board,
hinted that he's thinking of doing
just that tossing around rmboding
terms like "due process" and "build
a factual case."

Wherever Taft's investip nto
looked, it seems. they found a
Jackson. The chairman's brother.
Johnnie. is a board employee. Hred
for Election Day, in apparent
violation of state law, was son
Thaddeus Jr., whose name
subsequently was mysteriously
deleted from the sign-in sheet by
someone armed with a bottle of
White-Out.

Did we say mystery? The White-
Out Caper is nothing compared with
The Case of the Reappeanng Ballots.
And sure enough. there's a Jackson
connection in this one. too -- Judy
Williams. the chairman s sister.

Williams was the losing candidate
for a Democratic precinct committee.post in Ward 10. Or so everyone
thought. But 21.2 weeks later. 77
ballots suddenly turned up in the
carrying case where the precinct's
ballots were stored. All of them were
votes for Williams, enough to swing
the election her way.

An investigator for the secretary of
state theorizes that the punch cards
had been removed from the case
earer and then returned. But by
whom and for what reason has not
been determined.

Even Jackson's fellow board
members have been lifting a few
rocks, and guess what they have
found? The chairman, it seems,
ordered a board employee to
photocopy the registration cards of
32,000 new voters. Jackson said it
was for a study he was conducting on
minority registration patterns. But
the board had never asked for such a
study.

So again, we're confronted with a
mystery. Why would someone copy
32.000 cards containing names and
addresses of newly registered voters?
Your guess is as good as anyone's,
but ask youself this: In this era of
targeted direct-mail campaigni
how much might such a mailing list
of fresh. eager voters be worth to a
political candidate?

rm sure you see the possibilities,
eh, Watson?

But even if them is a benign
expanat for why Jackson
goted the information, there is
stiu the problem ofthe copying
itseML The board-mandated charge
for making copies is 25 cents a pae.
That comes out to $8.000 - in other
words, even in a best-case situafo,
we're talking serious money her

Jackson. unfortunately, is
choosing not to explain these
matters. He was unavailable to
comment Monday on the Taft report,
and his secretary said yesterday that
he was out of the office. No. she
didn't know where he was or when
he would be returning.

Apparently. he's not too
comfortable with the light streaming
in, and has retreated into the
shadows again.

But it may be only temporary
shelter. Soon. perhaps in a week. the
State Highway Patrol will complete
its investigation of the primary
election. And the patrol is interested
id'far more than foul-ups. bleeps and
blunders. It's looking for criminality.

If Jackson plays a prominent role
in that report. too. there wont be just
a little light.

It could be a very hot glare.



Taft review of Elections Board cites training
deficiencies, flawed registration records

COLUMBUS -- Secretary of Slate Bob
Taft's administrative review of the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
analyzes and makes recommendations
to correct 11 deficiencies in the conduct
of the June 2 primary and three ongoing
operafi6nal problems.

The recommendations address such
areas as: failure to count votes on elec-
tion night: missing write-in ballots: lalse
reporting of election results; failure to
open polling places on time; and failure
to effectively recruit and train a sufficient
number of pollworkers.

The report Identifies three crical, on-
going operational failures that must be
corrected. These involve inaccurate
voter registration records, possible viola-
tions of Ohio's ethics laws and the

relationship of the board members to
staff.

"The numerous deficiencies docu-
mented in this report constitute a serious
breakdown in the elections process in
Cuyahoga County," Taft said in a letter
that accompanied the report.

Taft directed the board submit a writ-
ten, detailed plan, to correct the deficien-
cies. In addition, Taft will meet with the
board at 3 p.m. Thursday (today) at board
offices to discuss the report and the
lirietable for compliance.

The report cites possible illegal hiring
practices by Board Chairman Thaddeus
Jackson in placing family members on
the payroll. As a result, Taft wil appoint
an independent fact-finder to conduct a
hearing and review these practices so

the Secretary of State is in a position to
take appropriate disciplinary action.

In addition, the fact-finder will make
findings of fact regarding Jackson's role
in ordering the photocopying of 32,000
voter registration cards.

Taft advised the board that Pat Wolfe,
assistant elections administrator, will
return the Cuyahoga County board to
assess Its readiness for the Nov. 3
general election.

Taft's report was provided to board of
election members, the Cuyahoga County
Commissioners and the Citizens League
of Clevelnd, which has undertaken a
review of the election board's organiza-
lion and budget. The State Highway
Patrol is Investigating allegations of
criminal conduct Atlthe board.
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4pet 39 days believmng he had wan
the Democratic precinct committee

Ward 10. Precinct P. When in-
by the board that he had loat

to the sister of board Chairman
Thuideus J. Jackson. Moore said, he

'I am not an unfair person, nor am
I Patty or a sore loser." Moore wrote
In a formal complaint to the Ohio

Ballots
FROMII-A

'Williams said her brother had
nothing to do with her come-from-be.
hind victory "because my brother
cannot vote in my precinct.

Jackson is under investigation by
the Ohio secretary of state's ofIce for
nepotism after allegedly puttM his
brother and son on the board payroL

Wolfe. who spent months investi-
ating the chaotic June primary in

SCounty, theorized in an in-
terview yesterday that the ballots
were cast and then removed from
their transfer case. a metal box used
to move ballots from polling places
to ektion headquarters for count-
ing.

"the ballots were secrety re-
turned to the proper transer case ...
on the same day that The Phun
Deaer, reponed the arrm of the
State Highway Patrol at the bard of-
fices." said a repm co-athared by
Wolft and Taft attorney Susam Kyte.
The At that someone could move

ballots from their transf case.
mase a false election aesul. md sub-.

sequently return the ballots to the
coret transfer cam all withm be.
ing detected, is cer evidence of In-
adequate ba lot security proc

The day after the election -
CiW reW5 soed that Moore beat
Wihms 21 votes to It When the-lsin hafots were found. W ams

No ddn't gain any.The meats
the 77 voters either voted for Wil.
liams or did not make a choice in the
precinct committee r.ac

Moore said yesterday the lopsided
tally among the missing ballots
shows "it was a blatant attempt to
steal the election."

But Wolfe speculated that Wil-
liams was the only one who gained
votes because she was the only pre-

inct committee candidate isted on
the ballet. Moore. on the other hand.
was a write-in candidate, who could
only be selected by voters who wrote
his name on special "secrecy enve-

Elections Commission. "However,
this incident seems too coincidel.
tal."

Patricia Wolfe. assistant elections
administrator to Ohio Secretary of
State Bob Taft. said she believed the
77 balos were cast by legtimate vo.
ers but were stolen from a ballot ca.
ryng cawe and later returned.

Although Moore would have bee.

ots reverse(

loves." The 77 ballots found wmre all
computerized punch cards, none of
which was accompanied by a secrecy
envelope.

How is Wolfe so sure the ballots
were cast by legitimate voters? Be-
cause poll workers at Ward 10. Pre-
cinct P. matched the number of bal-
lots with the number of voters who
signed in at the polling place. But
when workers at election hemdqur-
ters downtown opened the transler
case to count the votes, 77 were miss-
ing.

The transfer case "was hFired
three ditferent times by three dlbr.
ent people" in the weeks af the
election. Wolfe said. The 77 1amirsd
ballots were not found until a&
fourth check was made aomt 2%
weeks after the election.

The Taft report, in its trewgmof
the missing 77 ballots, dos not me.-
tion Williams or Jackson.

Elsewhere in the report. Jadma i
blased for allegedy hWring bblam-
Thaddeus Jackson Jr, as a t.
rary worker on Electim Dey wlt
pining board approval.

The hiring was improper am
sibly a vkation of Ohio ethm
prohiting public o cias bu w-
ing their innuence to lad powk
jobs for relatives.
SThe rSo Sawd.a sin- sha at

e olection hPadarters Wfo te
Day ognally included the y
Jackson 3 name. but the ar 44msubsequently covered with Whib.
OuL" On Monday, Jackson dinin
hiring his son but would nt da.
orate.

Jackson's alleged hiring of bis sW
as well as his hiring of his bother.
Johnnie Jackson. as a permanet
board employee three years ae w
be the subject of a hearing canduce
by a special ract-flnder appaied by
Taft. The fact-finder will abe huvgi.
gate Jackson for ordering a bowd
employee to photocopy 32=OS
registraton cards.

Jackson said he needed the I
mation on the cards for a study on
minority rexistration trends. No such
study was authorized by the board.
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State finds election board chaos
I;;-UA-

Cb'hddn e J. Jckson was=of P1 41m - ye"y In amad ~ ~ ..f Ie~h y .trd
sow report do also, yar
tmd la mmi than oe place durngl
the chatl June primny.
Mrs than tU.00 pele Wr reg-

isred to voe in more than one

place. At least four actually did. in-
cluding a man who was allowed to
cast a second ballot even after he ad.
mintted to an election worker he had
lready voted. In one precinct com-

mittee race. the %inner was deter.
mined by the mystenous removal -
and subsequent secret return - of
scores ovotes from a ballot box.
"I was shocked by the extent of

the disarry on election day - the
lack o( direction, the chaos and con-
flmoion tW took place." said Ohio

Secretary of State Bob Taft, whose
ofce issued the report yesterday "It
was a serious breakdown of the elc-
tion process."

The report accses the board of
having "failed to play its role as pol1
icy maker- and accuses Director
Claudia M. Guzzo of "not performing
the role of chief executive of the
board of elections."

Taft said he would appoint an in.
dependent fact-Ilnder to conduct a
hearng into the conduct of Jackson.

who alledly hired his son to work
election day in apparent violation of
Ohio ethics laws.

"fliaddes Jakson Jr. was re-
cmIted by and p-ed on the arol1
under the instructions of his her."
the report d. "'he board of ie
Min-in sheet for election day had
originally included the name of
Thaddaus Jackson Jr. This name was
u qetly cored with White-

out."Yet payroll records Indicate the

younger Jackson was paid for his
work, the elxrt added.
"I didnt hire him." Jackson said

yesterday. adding that he had not yet
read Taft's report. "I don't know any-
thing about It."

Taft's office issued a press release
last night that said the special fact-
finder would also look into Jackson's
ordernl of a board employee to pho-
tocopy 32.000 voter registration cards
ls month. Jackson is already under
investigation by his fellow board

members over the copies, which hi-
said were used for a study of mi-
nority registration trends

Taft said disciplinary action
aiainst Jackson could include finng.
He stressed he would avoid the im-
pulsive action of a previous secretary
ol state. who once fired all four mere-
hers of the Cuyahoga County eler-
tions board only to be for-ed to re-
instate them later

SEE CHAOW-A

t7~t1 6 6U



MlE PLAIN DENR. 1l"f IM E

Chaos
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"What we're doing here Is proceed-
il very kllabelately to make certain

there's due process." mid Taft. who
will meet with board members
Thursday to discuss the report "Be-
fore any disiplinary action is taken.
it's impurtant to build a factual
case

Asked yegirdav if ie vas think-
ing , i dwkAn. a dejected
Jackson said I'm not entertaifliit
any th ughtil ,if ha-'invg. Basacall. I
ha' nn (.onv.n)-ni at lhis time I ye
gfit t.i doioimii 'hinkins!

The ri" it I hla-tent J -wksnn for a ,sn
hitrng hit, hr,,olirr. Jnhnnit. as a per-

,nanant hom.l '.ent plo,. r' thrve years
ago Las! I'ear 3;stsant Cu-alvfa
County PrsL-t-tor Michael P. Butler
•-rote a letter reminding board mem-
ti-s that hiring family members
roldI he a .-,flict of interest and
crriminal % mlatiom

Although the hinng of Jackson's
brother wus wvell publicized at the
time. his fellow board members were
shnrked .r~kterday when they ere
told he had hired his son.

"rm glad my kids are young," said
brard member Roger M. Synenberg.

Member Kenneth J. Fisher said
"The appointment of the fact-finder
does create a pe ion that this
loard is going to have to work even
harder to twrcnme. in terms of re-
storing public confidence."

Member Marguente S. lughes de-
dined to comment. Her brother. Bill
Sewell. was hired by the board five
years ago when Hughes' late hus-
bind. Robert E._ was a bard mem-
ber. The move *w imprope mid
possibly iegal.- accordin to the re-
port. which nmes that Mrs Hughes
was not a beard memelr at the time
ofher brother's hirng

The report - compled aWter
imths of inestiation by lawyelr
Ssm Kyte and assistarA eliolton
admi or Patricia Wolfe. bot of
whom work for Taft - aIms mmealed
the following incidents:

Balot securft lax
"At somse - pni to the count-

ing of billo on election ighL 71
ballots were iremov frm the truas
fer case for Cleveland Ward 1O-P.'
the repor sid "T1e balloft were se-
cretly returned to the proper transfer
case several days later an the same
day that The Plain Dealer r t
the arm-al of the State Highwaw Pa-
tri at the board offkce"

The reprort added: "Once the bal-
kI were located, the results of the
lection few Dt-ocratic party pre-

cinct committee 1 son chaned. In-
stead of the wnte-in candidate win-
ning the" elvetion. the candidate who
had appeared on the ballot was de-
dared the winner.

The fact that someone could re-
move ballots from their transfer case.
causing a false election result. and
subsequently return the ballots to
the corec transfer case, all without
being detected. is clear evidence of
inadequate ballot security proce-
dures. "

The report said many unautho-
rized people had access to the trans-
fer cascs on election night. Secunty
was tightened for the August special
election.

Cuyahoga primuy
election miscues

Fin s of the Secr1Vy of
State on the I2 Cuyahoga
County Primary Eletion:

a Seve"-een td1te lrom
Cleveland Ward 10P wro not
counted on elcon rugh be-
cause they were removed Wom a
transter can. The blol mwa
secretty returned to toe prowe
case e day the SWHi m ay
Patrol arved for an kwnv go.

• Seventy-four wnren candi-
dams rec no votes after the
unocia count despt dars
that they voted for thmeselves

N The board's computer was
mtentiorafty su pled a cormoter
card with ro ballots. whch re-
suited in an erroneous final
count.

* The ballot from Cleveland
Ward 8HH. and other miscella-
neous ba'ts were lft en th
transfer cases, grips and bao
boxes on election nigh

E The Registration ard
PetitiorvAbsentee Ballot Depart-
ments allowed a elon (Martin J.
Hughes) to run for cant al com-
moteema.

E At least four electo voted
both by abset ballot and
again at ther assigned po ng lo-
cabons.

* TrnsW r cases. grips and
othe spes ware not delivered

Double votin
-At least four electors vd both

by absentee ballot and in at tieir
assigned polling place. the report
said.

(n at least one O sio. a super-
visor from the petitllmbientee bal-
lot department approved vubn by
an etor even thoug the elector
admitted that he had recei an ab-
sentee baIlo" the report _a
"No written proedures ealat to en-
sure the tamely diwovy and elmi-
nation of doubL otes."

No one In charge
"No one was in charge of oersee-

ing the election night araions and
supervising the staff. the report
said "At priw eletons the late Bob
Hughes, former cIman of the
board, had taken resposaibility for
overseeing election night opera-
tions.

Instead of direcUng the staff on
how to procs the ballots, "the
members of the bord esther congre-
gated round the food on the fourth
l'or or talked in the am behind the

co puter room." the report sid.
•'Furthemore. employes
were allowed to congretle in the
area where ballots were bing proc-
essed and were allowed in the com-
puter room, eve' though this is in vi-
olation o( board policy."

Indeed, while ballots languished
uncounted in transfer ceseL "there
was a circus-like atmosphere in the
%erv area in which the transfer cas
Were being unloaded." the report
said. Board member, candidates.
staff and other party offi(ials were
constantly strolling through the area,
talking ath the friends and talking
with the people who were emptying

the transfer ca
-Cases were am to' aad t

the storage ar a being
o asene wem beinbsd
on the lor and the mn d~
tracted from thewr talk- the repot
said.

This is one reem " why - urne
precincts bal vo -- m 11 em
election rwhL Tuet 0" bar. MW

~ Dealer - that bawd
member silled Okeel anneti
daughter, Claudeftelrd lh ft a
comtputer to falsel thw thW%
of the votes had bm aeiWld.

Inadequate trAng
Of the 3.16temoray Pw el k-

en on electio day. enly I3 of
t hem received any Imhig. P kegt
;nother 1.0 dold aMve bee's
trained, the report sid.

"De-mocrats were unablefi to iden-
tify the number of new pri mikerl
they recruited Ibr the -
tion. the report m'e.
even tMse who wer tmed left con-
fused and with many tummered
questions. Some quit prbw to the
cloe of the polls 11F-aeof the con-
fusion - although they werepd - or
a full day's work."

Synenberg vd yeeidey OW
all poll workers would be f, bIoe be-
fore the November elkeion. HeI
added that training wateris had
been updated and that an intie-
tional video was recenty ilmed.

Taft said he woul discuss a
timetable for the bod to complie
the necessary reforms at the beard
meeting Thursday.

I9 dm..I

dlay0 W VWM.=%
poling locat ns.

a The booth omllMs @t-
mernt ed to eftlelhr recr
and train a suflcies rnr o
poll works or the leloO.

* Voters in Sedlrd 1 No
wer alowed to vote n a

y in the Orange S xhol 0DI
ev en ohany l not ree
wotn the school C1110

* A supermor m te Sooth
Officials Department Caterd a
party at the board prior tO ft
close of the polls.

m No one was in cerge of
overseeing the electli niht OP-
erations and supervong the
staff

Major ongolng
operations problems
m About 5% o the 7.410

registered voters in Cuvshoga
County appeal on the mete
registration rolls mcorrecy, in.
cluding 56.742 voters who ae
registered in mor than oe pr-

8 Board member have en-
gaged in improper mid pelby
rilegal h"nn pracfca

8 Board mrber too lln
have take" does oMp ora
roles. byemsng a mal
staff.
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Turning the ovens off
C leveland has gotten its first taste of federalclean-air reforms. It is bitter.

The ingredients: loss of 300 jobs and closure of
the city's last coke plant. LTV Corp. shut its other
coke plant about a year ago. At the time, tough new
federal benzene standards forced it to spent $7 mil-
lion on the remaining coke plant to control emis-
sions of the cancer-causing gas.

Welcome to the buckling divide between eco-
nomics and the environment. A clash is inevitable
as 7the nation tries to balance two imperatives:
growth and jobs vs. health and protection of the
natural resources that will enable our nation's
heirs to prosper.
, But as the example of the coke ovens makes
clear, the United States too often takes a haphaz-
ard, see-saw approach to economic change. Clean-
ir reforms will dean the air. They will help indus-
try cose obsolete plants. But they will also put
people out of work.
* At LTV, fortunately, the firm can absorb the 300
people into other operations. Yet, that is still 300
jobs kst in Ceveland.

the LTV coke plant, with its two batteries - two
log ines of 63 gigantic ovens - is about 40 years
old. The oven doors leak; too much of the nasty by-
product gases from baking coal seeps into the at-
mosphere. It would be impossible to close those
leaks without spending hundreds of millions of
dollars.

And LTV doesn't need the coke. It has coke ov-
ens in Chicago, Warren, 0., and PiUsburgh that

can more than supply its needs for the near future.
Some experts believe a quarter of all remaining

U.S. coke batteries at big integrated steelmakers
like LTV will close because of the 1990 Clean Air
Act reforms. That is a big shakeout. But it is over-
due. Most of these ovens are old. creaky, not worth
saving. They've been burdening the nation's air
with cancerous gases too long.

And the coke isn't needed, as imports grow from
Eastern Europe and Australia. The question then
becomes whether U.S. reforms are just sending
pollution overseas.

Yet America's steel industry needs help. Captal
costs are enormous, and steelmker: like LTV, In
Chapter II bankruptcy proceedings just cm't ab-
sorb them. A new coke plant - under 1m*W4m
consideration by LT foraeveland - could easily
cost $1 billion. Targeted investment tax credits ae
essential to make such an investment fessile. By
then, LTV might want to invest in a new steel-_mk-
ing technology, one that would skip the coke-mk-
ing step, like dir stee-m ing. There won't be a
payoff from this research until the next cetruy.
The US. government must match its Investment
in such farsighted technologies to that of me*
competitors, Japan and Germany.

This nation can't pass narrow laws, eve well-
meaning ones, and then sit back and hope for the
economic best. The equation is an integrated one,
and one side of that balance must include stronge
support for industry.

Jackson must go
f Cuyahoga County Board of Elections ChairmanThaddeus J. Jackson does not resign his post,

Ohio Secretary of State Bob Taft should remove
him - immediately.

No other action will suffice in the wake of yester-
day's Plain Dealer report that Jackson instructed a
board employee to photocopy each new voter regis-
tration and change of address card filed with the
vote board during August. This came to 32,000 cop-
ies, for which taxpayers paid about $8,000.

Jackson, a Democrat ordered the photocopying
without informing other board members. Although
he claims to be conducting a private study of voter
registration patterns, Jackson's explanation is as
feeble as they come.

To their credit, board members Kenneth J.
Fisher and Roger M. Synenberg quickly launched
an investigation into Jackson's misuse of public
funds. And Assistant County Prosecutor Michael P.
Butler demanded that Jackson make full restitu-
tion, adding that County Prosecutor Stephanie
Tubbs Jones will determine whether further action
is warranted. This will prove a vital test for Jones:
Any misuse of $8,000 in public funds should be
treated as an extremely serious matter.

Coming on the heels of numerous allegations of
vote board improprieties during the June 2 elec-
tion and the hestitation by some members, notably
Jackson, to adopt strong corrective measures,
Jackson has proven himself totally unfit for the
important office he holds. He must go.



Electi s board aift s why Iii o
chairman photocopied cards
POIqM W IfNm

The CuYah County Bfrd of
mcion is ineaitng it chair-

m taddeus J. JN for or-
dering board Emp to photo-
wop Va00 votregtration ards.

Jackson said he. his wife and
friends analyzed the photocopies
outside of board offices to track mi-
nority registration trends. Jackson.
an active member of Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ouo
(BEDCO). said the study was not
conducted for the benefit of that or

any other outside agency.
CO Chawrf ep. Louis

tor who is I orre-elec-
tion in the 19th Cnge Dis-
tric. could not be reached for com-
ment yesterday. But Stoke'
Republican Shaker
Heights Mayor Berl L Ro=th d,
said Jackson's study "certainly
sounds strange to me.I

"Since he was tracking minority
reMgIstration patterns it's not hard to
figfre out where it went - to
BF 0 or Mr. Stokes." Rothschild
said. "ind if someone has benefited
from that data. it should be given to
all the candidates, including me, to

make it ftir.-
Elwio boardt membes Zemnneth

J. fsher and Roger Syabi
a they we todarmini

whether oks mod y thessm cosa of the copra. W adSynenberg td they would take writ.
ten sUtemen from JacsA O and the
employee who made the copes andsend them to Ohio S of Sae
Bob Taft. the state's t elections of
ficial.
"We don't know if it was anappro-

te or an .inappropriate action.
rg cL "ut we are duty-

bound to investigate.'"
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More vote board madness
A% - wou m re tanb thbeume-s

sangor, It vooid IM the P sP .

Operating unde a "no news is good news" pl-
loipy, vote board Chairman Thaddes J. Jack-
- hassaugget imposing rmormf gagor-

der on election worker drasta reUr '
their right to make public sit ItIin abost pore-
bt& wrongdong taking lc in"id board fie

What u *.tgAd gall!
Of all the things that went wrong in the June 2

primary balloting, the vote board has done little
that we can see to correct anything. What went
wrong? Basically, all semblance of efficiency went
out the window. Ballots were misplaced - or lost.
The public was deliberately misinformed about the
finality of the unofficial count. A felon was placed
on the payroll for Election Day in violation of Ohio
law. Some vote counts were grossly inaccurate.
Poll workers were improperly trained. And, instead
of doing her job on election night, one poll-worker
supervisor catered a party for election officials and
their politico pals. For this, the woman received a
slap on the wrist: a letter of reprimand from this
gutless board.

Now along comes Jackson, saying i part, "we
have to make sure the message gets out correctly."
Well, the post-primary mpsap did get out cr-
rectly. And the message was the vote bord fldn't
db its job. What else would expain the Ohio High-
way Patrol's criminal investigation into the way
the election was conducted, or the endless report
of suspect conduct revealed by Plain Dealer re-
porter Bill Sammon?

Jackson's motive for the proposed gag order is
highly suspect - especially since it was a
board employee who told Sammon that Black
Elected Democrats of Cleveland Ohio illegally ac-
cepted corporate contributions from Ohio Bell
Telephone Co. and Gap Productions Inc., a public
relations firm. Jackson, you see, is an active mem-
ber of BEDCO.

Wisely, the board agreed to research Jackson's
proposal further before taking actio If it has any
respect at all for the public's right to know - and
there's a strong likelihood that it doesn't - then
the idea will never resurface. The public's right to
an honest and open vote count demands nothing
less.
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Election chief to limit talk to media /
By BILL SAMMON
PLAN DEALER REPORTER

CLEVELAND
Reeling from negative publicity

about the primary election in June.
the chairman of the Cuyahoga
County Board of Elections wants to
limit the number of election workers
who are permitted to talk to the news
medi

-We're not talking about silencing
people." Chairman Thaddeus J.
Jackson said. 'We just don't want a
lot of thinp in the paper from em-
ploee making statemens.'

Jackson insisted his proposal was
not an attempt at damage control in
the Wake Of the board's botched elec-

ioL Plain Dealer artiles on the
ekcton triggered a criminal investi-
gation by the State ghway Patrol.

which is probing allegations of ballot
tampering by election officials and
breaches in ballot security.

" hate for people to get the wrong
impression," Jackson said at a board
meeting yesterday. "But we have to
do something to make sure the mes-
sage gets out correctly."

Jackson said he pr limiting
media access after the issue was
brought to his attention by someone.
He did not name the person. He said
he was particularly concerned about
employees making public statements
on acts that were considered illegal

Earlier this summer. an elections
employee told The Plain Dealer that
Black Elected Denmrats of Cleve-
land Ohio (BEDCO) ilegaly ac-
cepted corporate contr1iuts from
Ohio Bell Telephone Co, and Gap

Product:ons Inc.. a public relations
firm.

But Jackson insisted his sugges-
tion to limit media access did not
stem from any individual incident

"Instead of giving out information
that is half correct, don't give it out."
board Director Claudia K Guzzo
said. Get back to them when you
have it all."

Board member Roger K Synen-
berg said: "In an ideal world, if one
person had all the answers to all
questions. it would be great. The
problem is. we've got 190 spokesper-
sons. not all of whom are well versed
in what they're talking about."

The board agreed to resea1c- the
issue Rther before
whether to appoint one or two bown
employees as spokesmen for the me-
dia.

a

pcw, LQ



4-AStokes shares olitical -wealth THE PLA

£

RUU& OEMR 8UE

WASHINGTON
Suppters have been generous to

Rep. is Stokes over the years.
contributing more than half a million
dollars since 1987 to help the veteran
Democrat stay in Congress.

And Stokes. in turn. has shared9 wealth with constituents, char-
political friends and family

bers.
A review of disclosures filed with

the Federal Election Commission re-
cently shows Stokes using campaign
funds to hire a lawyer regarding an
ethics complaint, send his family to
Wait Disney World. lend money to a
daughter seeking her first elected of-
rice and purchase wedding and grad-
uation gifts.

Such expenditures do not appear
to be illegal. but neither are they typ-
ical campaign expenses. Yet they are
common under federal election laws
and House rules. which ban use of
campaign funds for official or per-
sonal reasons but let lawmakers de-
cide what constitutes a "bona fide
political or campaign expense."

Stokes. D-21. of Shaker Heights.
Cined to discuss his campaign ex.

i itures in detail. -I am required
federal law to ile reports with the

I Election Commission of all
receipts and disbursements of cam-
paign funds." Stokes said in a writ-
ten statement issued Friday. "in
accordance with the law. I have filed
all required reports and they are a
matter of public record."

He added: --The Federal Election
Commission has the authonity to re-
quire explanations for any expendi-
tures recorded. The Commission has
never questioned any of the expendi-
tures which The Plain Dealer is writ-

'Z1Cit.c argue few donors realize
their dollars are paying for more
than campaign expenses. "'They're
raising money. in a sense, on false
pretenses." said Dwight Morris. a

,Los Ang-les Times reporter who
helped rite the Handtxk of Cam-

paign Spending"
Lois Pucci. who gave Stokes $1.000

in 1988. was surprised to learn her
donation helped finance a congres-
sional campaign in Florida and pay
for a S579 constituent dinner meet-
ing at the Watermark Restaurant in
Cleveland. But she didn't mind the
expenditures. noting her faith in
Stokes. who chairs the House ethics
committee
"I just think he would use it with

the highest integrity," said Pucci. a
retiree who lives in Brooklyn. 0..
which is not in his district. "What-
ever Congressman Stokes does with
it. that's all right with me..

In the 1990 election cycle. mem-
hers of Congress used nearly S3.7
million of campaign funds to "stroke
their constituents with gifts and
other favors." according to the hand.
book. Overall. they spent more than
$334.300 fir flowers. $736.762 for
cards and $57 1.308 for other gifts.

Among area lawmakers. Rep. Ed-
ward Feighan. D-19. of Lakewood.
ranked 12th among House members
in the amount spent on flowers, with
a total of $3.881. Rep. Mary Rose Oa-
kar. D.20. of Cleveland. spent $8.211
on holiday cards, ranking 14th
among House members, according to
the handbook.

Stokes. a 24-year House veteran.
has attracted financial support from
a variety of political action commit-
tees and business executives, accord-
ing to FEC files. In the past. the lack
of a strong challenger has enabled
him to spend campaign funds on far
more than yard signs and television
ads.

His campaign committee has re-
ported about S556.800 in contribu-
tions since 1987. with about 711
from political action committees.
Such a twrcentage is typical for
members whose districts include
many lower-income residents who
cannot afford large political contribu-
tions.

Stokes has used those funds to
send out S2.870 worth of Christmas
cards and $1.580 in gifts. including
$I.15 wedding present from Niema4

Marcus. according to FEC records.
His campaign committee has paid

more than 55.000 to the Cleveland
Playhouse Club for Stokes' mem.
bership and dinner and lunch meet.
ings. FEC records show. The commit-
tee also has spent about $17.430 on
travel and hotels for himself and his
family, including $1,740 for air fare
and accomodations at Walt Disney
World Resorts on April 2.

The campaign demands on Stokes
have been so minor, his campaign
war chest earned more than $12,530
in interest last year.

This year could be different. As
the campaign kicks off this weekend.
Stokes is running in a new district
and is opposed by University
Heights Mayor Beryl Rothschild. a
Republican. and independent candi-
dates Ed Gudenas. a Euclid coun-
cilman. and Gerald Henley.

According to the most recent cam-
paign report. Stokes had collected
about S79.375 by the end of June. His
expenditures totalled more than
$123.000. but leftover funds from pre-
vious campaigns prevented him from
going into debt. Indeed. he had
enough resources available to make
loans of $51.500.

His daughter. Angela Stokes. bor-
rowed $50.000 for what turned out to
be a successful Democratic primary
bid for Common Pleas judge. She re-
ported total contributions, including
the loan. of S65.650 prior to the June
2 primary.

On the congressmn n3 campaign
disclosure form. the ate listed ror
repayment of the interest-f-ee loan is..none."

Stokes campaign also lent S1.500
to the Original Harvest Baptist
Church in Cleveland. without a re-
payment date.

This was not the first time Stokes
has shared his campaign funds with
a church. In August 1991 his cam-
paign contributed $200 to the Imma-
nuel House of Prayer in Indianapo-
lis. run by a former Cleveland
resident.

After hearing Stgkes Ipea at n
NOACIAnqet. &st4'D. dejon;

of Immanuel said he invited Stokes
to visit the church, which runs a food
bank and distributes clothes to the
city's needy. After the visit, Jones
was surprised to receive a check.

'He said I think you're doing good
work and Id like to help support it."
Jones recalled.

Campaign disclosures since 1987
also show donations to civic organi-
zations and charities. Among the lo-
cal beneficiaries were Citizens
Against Stadium Taxes. which re-
ceived $4.500. and the 21st Congres-
sional District Caucus. which Stokes
founded with his brother Carl.

Nationally. Stokes contributed to
the Martin Luther King Jr. Center
for Non-Violent Social Change. the
Rev. Jesse Jackson's Rainbow Coali-
tion and the United Negro College
Fund.

The Handbook of Campaign
Spending shows Stokes spending
more than $31.400 this way during
the 1990 election, ranking him I1th
among his colleagues in terms of
campaign dollars funneled to civicorganizations.

Without tough opposition in his

own district. Stokes has spent some
of his contributions on political
friends instead.

The most recent report shows his
campaign contributing $1.000 to Oa-
kar in the last days of her hard-
fought primary. Oakar. a 16-year in-
cumbent, faced several challengers
and won the Democratic nomination
with less than 40'r of the vote.

Likewise, Virginia Gov. Douglas
Wilder. New York City Mayor Davia
Dinkins and Senate candidate Har-
vey Gantt. who unsuccessfully chal-
lenged Sen. Jesse Helms in 1990 in
North Carolina. each have received
t lea, ,$1,0 from the Stokes cam-"g n. f-

LOUIS STOKES: "I have filed
all required reports."

Besides taking his famtl% on the
trip to Walt Disney World. Stokes
also reported spending S895 in cam-

Saign funds for the Januar- 1991
ew York City Congressiona Tour.

Other examples include a S1.840 stay
at the Washington Hilton in January
1991. although Stokes has a home in
a Washington suburb.

Dinners with constituents also cost
the campaign hundreds of dollars.
such as a 5700 dinner with "constitu-
ents and political associates" this
year at La Colline. a French restau-
rant on Capitol [fill Over the years.
more than $3.440 has been spent eat-
ing and meeting with conbtituents.
the reports show

Morris. who would like to see cam-
paign laws changed to restrict cam-
paign expenditures. contends these
are the kinds of expenses dri% ing up
the cost of campaigns - not the costs
of television advertising

But others see nothing wTong. Af-
ter 53 years in politics. Cuyahoga
County Democratic Chairman John
Coyne - who routinely donates
$1.000 to Stokes arid other area can-
didates -- said suplorters rar-.l dis-
pute how their doll-i s are spent



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DC 20d63

October 7, 1992

Beryl E. Rothschild
3785 Washington Boulevard
University Heights, Ohio 44118

RE: MUR 3633

Dear Mr. Rothschild:

This letter acknowledges receipt on October 1, 1992, of

your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal

Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by

Representative Louis Stokes, Louis Stokes for Congress

Committee, and Eugene Pearson, as treasurer, Thaddeus Jackson,

Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Obio, B.E.D.C.O. PAC, 
the

21st District Political Caucus, and Eugene Pearson. The

respondents will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election

0' Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you

receive any additional information in this 
matter, please

forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such

information must be sworn tmn the same manner 
as the original

complaint. We have numbered this matter RUN 3633. Please refer

17 to this number in all future correspondence. For your

information, we have attached a brief description of the

Cl Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Asisan len
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. DC 20463

October 7, 1992

Mr. Eugene Pearson
3657 East 114th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44105

RE: MUR 3633
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee
Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio
B.E.D.C.O. PAC
21st District Political Caucus

C4
Dear Mr. Pearson:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Louis Stokes for Congress Committee
(UCommittee"), Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio,B.E.D.C.O. PAC, 21st District Political Caucus, and you, in the

0A capacity as treasurer of these organizations and also in yourpersonal capacity, may have violated the Federal Election0> Campaign Act of 1971, as ameaded ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter nus 3633.Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate inwriting that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual orlegal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, must besubmitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If noresponse is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive anynotifications and other communications from the Commission.



Mr. 3ugene Pearson
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Veronica M.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

-4L

Liss E. Klein
i'si stant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. DC 204b3

October 7, 1992

Representative Louis Stokes
U.S. House of Representatives
2365 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: MUR 3633

Dear Mr. Stokes:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you

- believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General

0% Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response-is received within 15 days, the

CCommission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Representative Louis Stokes
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Veronica N.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Comission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures

Uo 3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

October 7, 1992

Thaddeus Jackson
13010 Austin Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44108-2025

RE: MUR 3633

Dear Mr. Jackson:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3633.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General

c,%. Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no responselIs received within 15 days, the

cCommission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify

the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Thaddeus Jackson
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Veronica R.
Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. For your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission's procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



BRAND & LOWELL
A PO009S404AL l~O~ow

923 FI7TENTH STREET. N.W.

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20001

TELIP0qONE: ,20; 62-9700

TCLCCOPIER: '021 737-? 56S

October 19, 1992

BY HAND DELIVERY

Veronica Gillespie, Esquire
office of the General Counsel -4

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 3633

a.o Dear Ms. Gillespie:

I enclose the relevant designation of counsel forms for MUR
3633.

Please do not hesitate to call me with questions or
comments.

aSincerely,

DEF: 
dm

Enclosures
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BRAND & LOWELL
A owea631ssA oft" O

923 FIFTEENTH STREET. N.W.

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005

TlLCPmON41 iO8' 668-97o0

T£..Ccopica, '801 737-7SGS

October 28, 1992

BY EMD DELIVZRY

Veronica Gillespie, Esquire
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUs 3633

Dear Ms. Gillespie:

I enclose our response to the complaint filed September 29,
1992. I will supply the original affidavit signature pages when
they arrive. I also enclose original designation of counsel
forms for MUR 3633.

CP%

I-" Please do not hesitate to call ne with questions or
comments.

DEF: 1dm
Enclosures



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMISSOU

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

)

XX the Matter of ))
fTe Eonorable Louis Stokes, )
the Stokes for Congress Committee, ) Matter Under Review 3633
3.3.D.C-O-, B.E.D.C.O. PAC,
the 21st District Political Caucus,)
A M~tr. Eugene Pearson )

RESPONSE OF THE HONORABLE LOUIS STOKES.
THE STOKES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE. B..,D,C.O..

B.E.D.C.O. PAC, THE 218T DISTRICT POLITICAL CAUCUS.
AND MR. EUGENE PEARSON DEMONSTRATING

NO "REASON TO BELIEVE" EXIST8 FOR
THE COMMISSION TO PROCEED WITH TRIS XUR

C4I. IMPODUCTIO

MUR 3633 is based on a complaint dated September 29, 1992g

filed by Ms. Beryl E. Rothschild ("Complainant"), one of

CkConressman Stokes's 1992 general election opponents. The

0 oomplaint names the Honorable Louis Stokes, the Black Elected

O Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio ("BEDCO"), the BEDCO Political

qW Action Committee ("BEDCO-PAC"), the Louis Stokes for Congress

Comittee ("Stokes Committee"), the 21st District Political

Caucus, and Mr. Eugene Pearson (collectively, wRespondents) as

respondents. Mr. Pearson is treasurer of BEDCO-PAC, the 21st

District Political Caucus, and the Stokes Committee. Congressman

Stokes, in his role as community leader, chairs BEDCO and the

21st District Political Caucus.

The complaint names only one other respondent, Mr. Thaddeus

Jackson. Mr. Jackson, Chairman of the Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Board of Elections, allegedly conducted the activity forming the



complaint's gravamen: he had a Board of Elections employee

photocopy 32,000 new voter registration and change of address

cards. Chairman Jackson explained he was conducting his own

statistical survey of minority registration trends, but has not

yet reimbursed Cuyahoga County for the copying. He has, however,

issued a preliminary report of his findings. I" "Elections

board asks why chairman photocopied cards," The Plain Dealer

(Sep. 18, 1992).

Complainant is attempting to tar Respondents (and

particularly her opponent, Congressman Stokes) with Chairman

Jackson's alleged improprieties. Complainant would do so,

however, solely on the flimsy reed that Chairman Jackson, like

Congressman Stokes and Mr. Pearson, is a member of BEDCO and the

21st District Political Caucus. The complaint's premise is thus

relatively simple -- it metamorphoses freedom of association into

guilt by association. Complainant, however, provides not a

scintilla of evidence of wrongdoing by A of Respondents.

Respondents accordingly, submit the following response

respectfully requesting the Federal Election Commission to find,

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437g(a), no "reason to believe' a

violation of federal campaign finance law and regulations has

occurred. The Commission should therefore expeditiously dismiss

this NUR. See 11 C.F.R. S 111.9(b).

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 2
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This MUR does not involve federal issues. The Cleveland,

Ohio area press reported in mid-September 1992 that Chairman

Jackson had not reimbursed the Board of Elections for the 32,000

copies. chairman Jackson has promised to pay the $8,000 copying

charge. But, as of the time the complaint was filed, he

apparently had not yet done so. Consistent with their duty to

ensure the proper use of municipal resources, Ohio state

authorities are fully investigating the matter. As is explained

herein in further detail, this set of facts comprises the full

record of what has occurred. Quite obviously, the Commission has

no jurisdiction over Chairman Jackson's not paying Cuyahoga

County for copies of voter registration cards.

Complainant seeks to convert this municipal matter into a

federal administrative investigation of her opponent, Congresman

Stokes. Ms. Rothschild apparently hopes filing the oomplaint

will resuscitate her flagging congressional campaign.

Predictably, she has flouted Commission confidentiality

requirements by publicly announcing she filed this complaint.

(Exhibit A to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert is Ms. Rothschild's

press release for the complaint.)

Complainant would transform this municipal governance issue

into a federal case based on the following hypothesis:

By virtue of the interlocking relationships among
B.E.D.C.O., B.E.D.C.O. PAC, Louis Stokes for Congress
Committee, Mr. Thaddeus Jackson, Mr. Eugene Pearson,
and Congressman Stokes, and by virtue of the fact that
Mr. Stokes is a candidate for election in a new

RZSPONSB TO COMPLAINT - Page 3



Ooss
congressional district whose boundaries were
intentionally drawn to favor a minority candidate (58%
minority population), and taking into account Mr.
Jackson's claim that he wanted to track minority
registrations, one must conclude that Mr,1acson
rjk~lx*lJs, at the very least, to make to Mr. Stokes, the
Stokes for Congress Conmittee, or a politically related
entity, and Mr. Stokes, the Stokes for Congress
Committee or a politically related entity Mas yjling
to acet, an in-kind contribution valued at $8,000,
which amount exceeds the legal contribution limit on
the part of any one person to or for the benefit of a
candidate for election to the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Complaint, 4 (emphasis added).

Notably, the complaint is fatally deficient because

Complainant chose not to allege under oath -- because she has

absolutely n2 evidence to do so -- that: (1) Chairman Jackson

provided the voter cards to Congressman Stokes or any other

Respondent; and (2) Congressman Stokes or any other Respodent

accepted these cards on the Stokes Committee's or either of the
0k

other committees ' behalf. Mr. Jackson' s alleged ina Mn to

make and Congressman Stokes's willinnes to aggn& an excesive

in-kind contribution do nt state a violation of the Fdal

Cr Election Campaign Act, even if Complainant had any proof of these

n) inchoate allegations. The FECA mandates:

No person shall make ontbutiona . . . to any
candidate and his authorized conmittee with respect to
any election for Federal office which, in the aggregate
exceed $1,000 . . . or to any political committee in
any calendar year which, in the aggregate, exceed
$5,000.

2 U.S.C. S 441a(l)(A),(C) (emphasis added). Complainant has thus

stated no claim against these Respondents because she has neither

alleged nor minimally demonstrated the actual making and receipt

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 4



of an excess in-kind contribution. The Commission, therefore,

should not have accepted this complaint because it alleges no

violation of federal campaign finance law. SM In Re Federal

Election Canpaign Act Litigation, 474 F. Supp. 1044, 1047 (D.D.C.

1979) (failure to allege and present "even the slightest evidence

that the accused parties" knowingly committed acts constituting

an FECA violation "is, by itself, sufficient reason [for the

Commission] not to investigate the allegation").

Alternatively, Complainant alleges Mr. Jackson was acting as

Congressman Stokes's "agent" in copying the voter registration

cards "for the purpose of delivering them to his principal."

Complainant avers no factual basis (e.g.. no delegation of

authority, explicit or otherwise; no actual delivery of an in-

kind contribution based on such alleged agency, even if true) to

01- make this vicarious liability claim. I

01 Furthermore, the Commission cannot impose vicarious

o liability under the FECA on a community service organization or

its leaders (e.g., Congressman Stokes and Mr. Pearson) based on

the alleged wrongdoing of one member of the organization

(Chairman Jackson) without express statutory authority. fls.

eg., People v. Byrne, 77 N.Y.2d 460, 466 (N.Y. 1991)

("individuals 'must . . . answer for their own acts, and stand or

I Moreover, assuming Chairman Jackson acted as

Congressman Stokes's "agent" in copying the records, Chairman
Jackson would not be making a contribution to Congressman Stokes.
Rather, the Congressman would, under that theory, be obligated to
reimburse Cuyahoga County for them himself. As explained above,
this is a matter of Ohio, not federal, law.

RE8PONSE TO COMPLaINT - Page 5
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The Comission may initiate an investigation in a mm only

when it finds "reason to believe that a violation of statute or

regulation over which it has jurisdiction has oocurred or is

about to occur." 11 C.F.R. S 111.10(a). In making that pre-

investigation stage determination, Commission regulations require

that it rely on the record as it exists at that stage (that is,

the complaint and any response by a respondent) in making the

"reason to believe" assessment. It is thus incumbent on a

complainant to adduce evidence of a violation of law or

regulation within the Commission's jurisdiction sufficient to

support a "reason to believe" finding.

RB8POM8Z TO COMPLAINT - Page 6

* ft
fail by their own behavior'") (Uging Sayre, "Criminal

Responsibility for the Acts of Another," 43 HARV. L. REV. 689,

701). Application of vicarious liability is particularly

unwarranted here because Complainant provided not a shred of

evidence Chairman Jackson undertook the alleged activity

(wrongful, if anything, o under sat2 law) for the

organization's or its chairman's benefit. Indeed, the only

evidence concerning Chairman Jackson's motive reflects he had the

copies made for h& own purposes. The Commission should,

accordingly, dismiss the Complainant's alternative agency theory

against these Respondents because it fails to state viable claim

or theory of liability.

minima' VXOL&Y!OU al0CAN& Wb I



The Commission should make a no "reason to believe" finding

and disiss the complaint because Complainant has brought forth

absolutely n2 evidence these Respondents had any involvement with

the voter cards, not to mention committed a violation of the PICA

or Commission regulations. Nowher& does or can Complainant

allege Mr. Jackson made an actual in-kind contribution in the

form of the voter registration cards to Congressman Stokes, the

Stokes Committee, or the other two community service committees

named as respondents. They did not. See Affidavit of Mr. Eugene

Pearson, 1 4.

Indeed, Complainant cannot even contend on this record

Chairman Jackson intended Congressman Stokes to have these cards.

in the only evidence available, Chairman Jackson stated ba wanted

to employ his background in statistics to conduct h" g= review

a of minority voter registration trends in his role as Board of

Elections chairman. Usn "Stokes' opponent cries foul, *

PliiDa.RAJn (October 1, 1992) (attached as Exhibit B to

Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert); and "Elections board asks why

chairman photocopied cards," AM=.

The newsclips Complainant attached to her complaint afford

no additional factual basis to contend Respondents accepted an

excessive in-kind contribution from Chairman Jackson:

* The September 27, 1992, The Plain Dealer article
"Commissioners had plenty of warnings" addressed
Chairman Jackson and n2 other respondent; indeed, it
did not even discuss the voter registration card issue;

* The Plain Dealer's September 25, 1992, article entitled
"Elections board chief denies wrongdoing" stated
Chairman Jackson had the voter cards copied and did so

RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT - Page 7



"to study minority registration trends" but made no
mention of Respondents or their alleged receipt of such
materials;

* Joe Dirck's September 24, 1992, column in The Ipii
Delr "Jackson's name on bottom of a lot of rocks."
ventured a smug "guess" ("as good as anyone else'*")
that, "In this era of targeted direct-mail campaigning,
how much might such a mailing list of fresh, eager
voters be worth to a political candidate?", but Mr.
Dirck neither identified his hypothesized candidate
beneficiary nor offered any evidence the voter cards
were given to an candidate;

* The September 24, 1992, Cal & os article entitled
"Taft review of Elections Board cites training
deficiencies, flawed registration records" mentioned no
respondent except Mr. Jackson and reported merely that
a "fact finder" assigned by Ohio Secretary of State Bob
Taft will investigate Mr.Jakn's "role in the
photocopying";

* The Plain Dealer's September 23, 1992, article
"Reappearing ballots reversed ward election" covered
the same ground as the Cal&P~ article, except the
former explained Chairman Jackson photocopied the
materials to study minority voter registration trends
on his own;

* The Plain Dealer's September 22, 1992, story "State
01% finds election board chaos" covered the same ground as

0 the previous two articles, but announced both the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections and the State of
Ohio are planning to investigate Chairman Jackson's
discharge of his official duties;

* The Plain Dealer's September 20, 1992, editorial
1"') "Jackson must go" reviewed the voter registration card

allegations, asserted without support Chairman
Jackson's justification for copying the cards is "as
feeble as they come" but never alleged apy role by any
of the other Respondents in this matter;

2 The Plain Dealer's criticism of Chairman Jackson's

justification notwithstanding, its editorial board "jeer~ed]" Ns.
Rothschild for filing a complaint against Respondents on this
record. (This editorial is discussed in depth herein and is
attached as Exhibit C to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert.)
Moreover, insofar as Complainant's guess is correct that Chairman
Jackson copied these cards to assist a candidate (whether or not

(continued...)

RUSPONS TO COMPLAINT - Page 8



Bill Samson's September 18, 1992, The Plain Dealer
article "Elections board asks why chairman photocopied
cards" reported Chairman Jackson was an "active sawr"
of BEDCO and that Congressman Stokes was BEDCO's
"Chairman," but, significantly, confirmed Chairman
Jackson "said the study was not conducted for the
benefit of that or any other outside agency,"
catalogued what ultimately became Complainant's
allegations, and then explained what Chairman Jackson
did with the voter cards (i conducted his own study
for his own purposes) and the preliminary study he
produced as a result of that review;

The Plain Dealer's September 2, 1992, article "More
vote board madness" did not pertain to the voter card
issue but reported Chairman Jackson was an "active
member" of BEDCO;

Nor did The Plain Dealer's September 1, 1992, article
"Election chief to limit talk to media" involve the
voter registration card issue; and, finally,

0
O The Plain Dealer's September 6, 1992, story entitled

"Stokes shares political wealth" did not pertain to the
voter card issue and instead detailed certain alleged
uses of Congressman Stokes's campaign funds which are
not illegal but which those in certain quarters might
criticize.

The newsclips thus provide no "reason to believe" these

Respondents committed any violation of federal campaign finance

r law or regulations under the Commission's jurisdiction. Indeed,

Sthey provide evidence of just the opposite, Chairman Jackson

explained to The Plain Dealer reporters, "The congressman wasn't

involved at all." "Stokes' opponent cries foul," U (attached

as Exhibit B to the Affidavit of Jewell Gilbert).

2(... continued)

he rendered any actual assistance), he may have sought to assist
a state or local candidate unrelated to Congressman Stokes. For
instance, Chairman Jackson's sister was a candidate in a ward
precinct committee race. 2ee "Elections board chief denies
wrongdoing," supra.

RU5POUS3 TO CONPLKINT - Page 9



For its part, The Plain Dealer, which originally repoxted

and has diligently investigated the Chairman Jackson voter

registration card story, issued its own truly unflattArin

analysis of the complaint and Complainant's motives. The day

after the newspaper reported Chairman Jackson's statement that

"The congressman wasn't involved at all," its editorial board

accorded:

JiUS . . . to the year's champion political crybabies
led by . . . Beryl E. Rothschild, a candidate for
Congress . . . [who] filed a Federal Elections (sic)
Commission complaint against her opponent Rep. Louis
Stokes, alleging he got an illegal $8,000 contribution.
Trouble is, she apparently had not one shred of hard
evidence . . . . She has no proof Stokes got the

- material. That is potentially $8,000 worth of bunkum
that will cost the taxpayers to investigate.

OCheers & Jeers," The Plain Dealer (Oct. 2, 1992).

The complaint is not simply "bunkum." When coupled with

01 Complainant's publication of her filing of it, the caqilaint

0- represents a cynical effort to co-opt the Federal Eleotio

C Commission and its processes for partisan political adveae.

1W
It is unlikely the Commission will be able to act to 4im nls the

complaint before the election.

Perhaps even more fundamentally, Complainant's fili this

action (and the Commission's accepting it) penalize 06spondents

exercise of their first amendment-protected associational rights.

What Complainant alleges are invidious "interlocking

relationships" that warrant this action against these e ent8

are actually their (and Mr. Jackson's) political associations.

Reduced to its actual, provable element, the complaint ties

RESPONSE TO COKPLRINT - Page 10



Respondents to this MUR based on Messrs. Stokes's, Pearson's, and

Jackson's memberships in the 21st District Political Caucus and

BEDCO, and Messrs. Stokes's and Pearson's involvement vith the

Stokes Committee. These involvements represent Othe very heart

of the organism which the first amendment was designed to nurture

and protect: political expression and association concerning

federal elections and officeholding." 2ee Federal Election

Comission v. Machinists Non-Partisan Political Leagaue, 655 F.2d

380, 388 (D.C. Cir. 1981). Complainant cannot purport to require

Messrs. Stokes and Pearson to serve as guarantors of the full

range of Chairman Jackson's political and official activity

because the three belong to the same community service

organizations.

C

C,

V)

RZSPONSZ TO COMPLAINT - Page 11



Partisan attacks -- even irresponsible ones -- may come with

the turf in politics, but federal inquiries (and their attendant

costs and discomfiture) brought in response to baseless,

politically motivated, and improperly publicized charges should

not. Respondents respectfully request the Commission not

entertain this MUR for one minute longer than minimally necessary

to act to dismiss it.

Octoberj1, 1992

Respectfully submitted,

Davlr Frulla

923 Fifteenth Street, N.V.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 662-9700

Counsel for Respondents Louis
Stokes, the Stokes for
Congress Committee, Eugene
Pearson, B.E.D.C.O.,
B.E.D.C.O. PAC, and 21st
District Political Caucus

ESPO083 TO COMPLAINT - Page 12
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BUATE T or DEZINATION Of COUNSEL

MAKE 0 COUNCeL& Brand & Lweu~l

ADDRESS: StAnIg Brand

923 Pifteenth Street- ].W

Wash~ngtop, D._C, 20005

TELINEONE: (202 ) 662-9700

The above-naned individual is hereby designated as ay

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

omunications froa the Comaission and to act 0n m belf

0before the Comission.

Date ature

RISPONCUTI' S MANZ: 9mraaantativa lis gtokaa

ADDRESS: u .a. nu of Brsanatives

2365 Nayb-rn IIuRA 9O fiLe _u±<1dLng

wask naton. C1 205115.

TELZPHONE: ROME(

UBUTIZSS(

10-16-92 11:22AM P002 5392-96% PROM BRAND L LOWELL 2027377565
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STATZ.IZNT Of DSZNGAfON Or CWIMsL

RUE 3633

HAMS Or COUWI5L& Brand a Lowell

ADDRESSi 921 .ifteenth -trset. S.W.

Waghinuton. D.C. 20005

Attni Stanley Brand

TKLKPRMIr: ( -20 ) 662-9700

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

coamunications from the Commission and to act on my behalf

before the Coimission. .

5 L~JmZm2L 4LnLaZLtu.

Mr. Buqene Pearson Loaus Stofles for congress Coimitte
RKSPONDZNTS VAKE: lak Rl.tmd DsIatg 2f Cl-wvemd, Ohio B.2.D.C. PP

21st Diptrict Paittical Cauoum

TILEPIONE: HOW- C] c/
IUSIKEIU

PROM BRAND & LOWELL 20273775651-95 10-15-92 11:22AN P003 $39
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MUR # 3(33

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
BECOME AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICROFILM
LOCATIONS.
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FOR TUE FOLLONIUG DO W PERTIWEUT TO TEIS CASE

1. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated

September 22, 1992, Subject: priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Memo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated

April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority System.
See Rteel 354, pages 1595-1620.

3. Certlication of Commission vote, dated Aprl 26, 1993.
See Rteel 354, pages 1621-22.

4. General Counsel's Rteport, In the Netter of 3btget ,

lPriority, dated Deced~er 3, 1993.
Sec Reel 354, pages 1623-1740.

See Reel 354, page. 1741-1746.



WNi~eue Jackson11010 AuIst in Avenue
Cleland, 03 44100-2025

33: RUE 3633

Dear Mlr. Jackson:

On October 7, 1992, the Federal Election Camisicas notifiedyou of a complaint alleging certain violations of the FIederalElection Campaign Act of 1*71, as IImided. l£ co of hcomplaint wIs enclosed vith that notification. e

*
~ 0W~eIpt ov~#
~~sim vi lib.

ElmIerey,

Paralegal Specialist

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Comission voted to close the file: ~ ~~Iq



f. ' - ...

In this stter, the comy~linant, Louis Stakes' gatlesl
election opyonent in Ohio's MZ 11th CangreseiOnal Oi!strto *.' :..

eletio, lleesthat the Chairman of the Cu hg Cotoy 0
Board of Elections made an $8,000 in-kind contribution to Lowi
Stokes' campaign by copying 32,000 voter registration cards for
his personal, unofficial study into minority voter registration
trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chairman
made the contribution through his personal involvement in two '
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 21st District Political ,
Caucus. The treasurer of the Committee vas also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, howver, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes' campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Coinission and does not involve a substantial amount of 8momey..:

4
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1 B. lothschild370B Wohin oul OleVard
University Ueights, 01l 44118

33B: RUE 3633

Dear Ns. Rothschild:

On October 1, 1l,2, the federal 3lection Comulecion roeeivdyour oo p a leging certain violations of the Fed eral. ElectionCame1,n Act of l971, as amended ('the Act').

I Ci t~Stp~.. @f Ub~g
~t@ ec~awec its ~Iw

~ 
-~

. -- ' --- ... . . O* L- $t*

sinoeri

3rih s: StowmParalegal Specilist

AttachmentNarrative

Date the Comeission voted to close the f/le: t .C ( .Q .



In this matter, the complalnant, Louis *"k 9~

elect ion, alleges that the@ Chairman of the Cwt~ enf QI-N
Board of Elections mad. an $8,000 in-kind coec:triuon teI Ii

his personal, unofficial study into minority voter regisrtion

trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chairmnn
made the contribution through his personal involvement in tvo ;
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Black Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 21st District Political
Caucus. The treasurer of the Committee was also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, however, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes' campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Commission and does not involve a substantial amount of money.
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asigo.DC 20005

RE: MUR 3633
The Honorable Louis Stokes
Louis Stokes for Congress Committee and
Eugene Pearson, as treasurer
Black Elected Democrats of Cleveland, Ohio
B.E.D.C.O. PAC
21st District Political Caucus

~Eugene Pearson

P ;/-"e a complaint alleging certain viOliog Of ,b
...... ampeigaql Act of 1971, as amne.' & qi'O*: th

:i ' :id _hs witer tha notifubicto. I diin t ~

LD :f l g muthbe pcedst on o thbic record ithn
B@: , dia S gwuadou t enercise itfolowingcerl 4ictio m
llt1 ~i ~ q ola i eagnst tubli ronorablea dos soa on

posSA~We.uhie.Acily the fiemy lCdoi eo pulic ecd pio

~tO oO p o ur hi addttis nowtpbic.s an aditsible*th
tbl~l n file u be laced n the public record wrcihin
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Paralegal Specialist

Attach~ment
Nar r ative

Date the Comission voted to close the tile: DE+ C 09 393



election oponnt i* Ohio's 1952 11th Conr e.ml [ 2
election , alleges that he Ch airman of th n r  b
Soard of Elections smde an $8,000 in-kind cow0Itbt.sNl* 1.
Stokes" campaign by copying 32,000 voter registra ti~ id* for
his personal, unofficial study into minority voter recanation
trends. According to Complainant, the Election Board Chirmn
made the contribution through his personal involvement in two
organizations that Louis Stokes founded: the Slack Elected
Democrats of Cleveland Ohio and the 21st District Political
Caucus. The treasurer of the Cosmittee vas also the treasurer of
these two organizations. Respondents do not deny that the voter
registration cards were copied. They maintain, however, that no
contribution was made to Louis Stokes" campaign.

This matter had little or no impact on the process, presents
no significant issues relative to the other issues pending before
the Comission and does not involve a substantial amount of money.


