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September 23, 1992

Lawrence Noble, Esq.

General Counsel

Pederal Elections Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20463

"G :Z Hd G2 d3I526

Dear Mr. Noble:

Pursuant to 2 U.S. Code, Section 441 d, I hereby file a
formal complaint against the campaign of my opponent, Frank
LoBiondo, for the distribution of unauthorized campaign
materials.

My complaint is based on three posters which Mr. LoBiondo,
through his supporters and volunteers, distributed throughout
parts of the Second Congressional District of New Jetse¥ during
the weekend of September 18-20, and a billboard displaying these
posters in the City of Millville during the same period.

Enclosed please find copies of the three posters and
photographs of the billboard in question. As you will see,
neither the posters--one of which likens me to Adolf Hitler--nor
the billboard contains a disclaimer identifying who authorized or
paid for them.

Section 441 d is very clear on this point, requiring a
disclaimer on "anything that constitutes public political
advertising that advocates the election or defeat of a clearly
identified candidate."

There is no question but that the poster which portrays a
picture of Adolf Hitler giving a Nazi salute in front of a
bullseye target, with the caption "Dump Bill Hughes" underneath,
is intended to advocate my defeat. Similarly, the two other
posters clearly advocate my defeat, as does the billboard which
was displayed to thousands of sportsmen attending a jamboree in
Millville. None of them contains a disclaimer, as required by
law.

o <& s ORDERED AND PAID FOR BY THE HUGHES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE. THOMAS GiLL. TREASURER. OCEAN CITY
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I first became aware of one of these unauthorized campaign
posters when I learned that it was being distributed at the Zeus
Gun S8hop in Cardiff, N.J. Subsequently, I learned that the
posters and fliers had been posted on doszens, and perhaps
hundreds, of automobiles parked outside the Vineland-Buena high
.cggol football game on the evening of Priday, September 18,
1992.

On Sunday, September 20, 1992, I personally confronted Mr.
LoBiondo at the campaign booth which the New Jersey Coalition of
Sportsaen had set up at the jamboree in Millville. At the time
of our confrontation, Nr. LoBiondo was standing in front of a
booth and billboard on which the unauthorized posters, including
the Hitler characterization, were prominently displayed, along
with other LoBiondo brochures and bumper stickers which contained
a proper disclaimer. 1In addition, I observed stacks of the
unauthorized posters on the table in front of him, side by side
with other LoBiondo brochures and bumper stickers, where they
were being handed out by his supporters. This was all witnessed
by others, including two persons accompanying me.

We picked up copies of the posters and saw that they had no
disclaimers. I showed one of the posters to Mr. LoBiondo and
another individual with him, and asked them who had authorized
and paid for these materials. They both responded that they had
no knowledge of them.

That is just not worthy of belief, given that Mr. LoBiondo
was standing in front of the booth and billboard where the
materials were posted in full view, there were stacks of the
posters, LoBiondo campaign brochures and bumper stickers on the
table in front of him, and he and his supporters were observed
participating in the efforts to hand them out along with his
other campaign literature.

Moreover, the individual standing with Mr. LoBiondo, who I
cannot identify at this time, had one of the posters plastered
across his chest, yet he said he had no knowledge of the
materials. 1In addition, as I drove into the jamboree, the
hundreds of cars on both sides of the street and in the parking
areas were plastered with these materials.

It is clear to me that Mr. LoBiondo knew about these
posters, that he encouraged and/or condoned them and their
content, and that he violated the law by the distribution and
posting of these unauthorized materials through his volunteers
and supporters.




' Given these facts, I am requesting a formal 1nmu1g¢tlon by
Merll Blections Mnim. to determine any and

“‘violations of 2 USC Sec. 441 4 by Prank LoBiondo, and his

" campaign volunteers and supporters who were involved in the

© prot ion and distribution of these materials.

!on have any questions or require any additional
iufomt on, please feel free to contact my office.

S8incerely,

WILLIAM J %:g

Nember of Congress

1, William J. Hughes, of full age, do solemnly swear that
the tnm-tiou ined herein is true to the best of ay
knowledge and belief.

8i and sworn to before
ae this 3nd day of Septesmber,

- 1k

SUZANNE ABELE-EEANKS
NOTARY PUBLIC, DISTRICT OF s M.
My Comymssion Expaes Doidtiar 33 1938
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Congressman Hughes is taking aim at YOUR Rights!
Congressman Hughes doesn't want YOU on PUBLIC Lands!

e That's right. While he spends YQUR , Congressman Hughes i
m;?mwheremttohum. i L b

o wmmwmummm
would have allowed YOL! to hunt on public lands.

e There are 43-national parks in this country that alow huniing. But
Congressman Hughes wants wkeepmfromexmmrhht
to use those parks. .

e Congressman Hughes supports the outright ban of you and your family
to hunt on 1.5 million acres of national parks.

Congressman Hughes is threatening to
END ail hunting on all public lands.

Please Copy  ANd. Cire O Cate,




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20403

September 30, 1992

Bonorable Bill Hughes
P.O. Box 178
Ocean City, NJ 08226

MUR 3623

Dear Congressman Hughes:

This letter acknowledges receipt on September 25, 1992, of
your complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by Prank
A. Lobiondo, the Zeus Gun Shop, the Lobiondo Committee to Change
Congress, and Andrew J. McCrosson, Jr., as treasurer and the New
Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen. The respondents will be notified
of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the PFederal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. 8hould you
receive any additional information in this wmatter, please

forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter NUR 3623. Please refer
to this nuaber in all future correspondence. PFor your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerel

o Bl

nathan A. Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463

September 30, 1992

President

New Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen
260 Columbia Avenue

Ft. Lee, NJ 07024

MUR 3623

Dear Sir:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the New Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen
("Organization”) may have violated the Federal Blection Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3623. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Organization
in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials
which you believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of

this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted
under oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the
General Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15
days, the Commission may take further action based on the
available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




f?hiv Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Richard N.
zanfardino, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. Pror your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely

by

onathan A. Bernstein

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. DC XMe}

September 30, 1992

rFrank A. Lobiondo
1754 Wynnewood Drive
Vineland, NJ 08360

Dear NMr. Lobiondo:

The PFederal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that you may have violated the Pederal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act®"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter NUR 3623.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Plesse submit any factusl or legal materials which you

believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this
aatter. Where apprtopriate, statements should be subaitted under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel’'s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




“‘prank A. Lobiondo
Page 2

. 1f you have any questions, please contact Richard Nn.
‘Ssanfardino, the staff mesber assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. Pror your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commigsion’s procedures for handliag
complaints.

Jonathan A. Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




"FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC Joaed

September 30, 1992

Zeus Gun Shop
6679 Black Horse Pike
Cardiff, NJ 08106

MUR 3623

Dear Sir:

The Pederal Blection Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the 3eus Gun Shop may have violated the Pederal
Blection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”). A copy
of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR
3623. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the 2eus Gun Shop
in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal matecials
wvhich you believe are relevant to the Commission’s analysis of
this matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted
under ocath. Your response, which should be addressed to the
General Counsel’s Office, must be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of this letter. 1If no response is received withinm 15
days, the Commission may take further action based on the
available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




Zeus Gun Shop
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Richard R.
sanfardino, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief

description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
coaplaints.

Sincerely, '
nathan A. Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D¢ 2043

September 30, 1992

Lobiondo Committee to Change Congress
Andrew J. McCrosson, Jr., Treasurer
738 Landis Avenue
vineland, NJ 08360

MUR 3623

Dear Mr. McCrosson:
The Pederal Election Commission received a complaint which
indicates that the Lobiondo Committee to Change Congress
("Committee™) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the
Federal EBlection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act”).
A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this
matter NUR 3623. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

9

Under the Act, you have the opgoztunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, in this matter. PFlease submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under ocath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel’s Office, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

143685 1

0

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commisgion in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authoriszing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



- Lobiondo Committee to Change Congress
Andrew J. NcCrosson, Jr., Treasurer
Page 2

I1f you have sny questions, please contact Richard N.
sanfardino, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202)
219-3690. Por your information, we have enclosed a brief
description of the Commission’s procedures for handling
complaints.

Sincerely,
w%n:g%ﬁ /

nathan A. Bernstein

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement




LOBIONDO for CONGRESS
... forus ... for a change

7 October 1992

Mr. Richard M. Zanfardino
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 B Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20483

Re: MUR 3623

Dear Mr. Zanfardino:

Please find enclosed Mr. LoBiondo’s statement. It was to
accompany our previous letter sent certified mail.

Sincerely,

Mary Annie Harper
- Campaign Manager

Enclosure

738 EAST LANDIS AVENUE » VINELAND. NEW JERSEY 08360-8009 » 609 794-8777 ®» FAX: 609 691-1560

‘; e Paad for by Lalonde Commanee 10 (hange Congre. Andrew ! MoCromon 31 Tresuner Cootnbetsms 10 Lolsomie (omantier 10 (hange Coagres are ook @1 dedecuble 51 chantable contnbubons for ledere! iaoome @ urposes




LoOBIONDO for CONGRESS

... forus ... for a change

-

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact Steve WilsoR®

September 23, 1992 at (609) 794-8777 &
w
S

VINELAND -- Congressional Candidate Frank A. LoBiondo today issued

the following statement regarding the Hughes charge.

“Congressman Bill Hughes is determined to drag this campaign in the
gutter. He has issued an unsubstantiated and offensive personal
attack on my integrity by charging that I was behind some anonymous

and offensive campaign literature.

I categorically deny any knowledge of, or involvement in producing
or distributing this material. Bill Hughes has not offered a shred
of evidence to support his charges other than his statements and

innuendoes.

"If he is really interested in finding out who is behind this, he
would have contacted me as soon as he found out about them. I
would have been glad to join him in dencuncing these tactics. He

knows my phone number, why didn't he call?

738 EAST LANDIS AVENUE ® VINELAND. NEW JERSEY 08360-8009 ® 609 794-8777 ®» FAX: 609 691-1560
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LoBiondo Statement Page 2

"He didn't call because he recognized the opportunity to make

headlines with this disgusting material. Instead of contacting me

when he found the material at a local gun shop, he staged a public
confrontation with me at the Sportsmen's Jamboree. He then called
for a phony investigation, knowing that the FEC will not get around

to any examination of the charges until after the election.

“His misuse of the PFEC is another example of how long term,
entrenched incumbents manipulate the system to their own advantage.
This campaign should be about the important issues facing this
country and Bill Bughes's record in Congress. His desparate and
unfounded personal attack can only be part of a carefully crafted
strategy of obscuring these issues and diverting attention from his

abuses of office.

"In order to join the real debate in this campaign let me challenge

Bill Hughes to answer some questions:

1. how do you explain your continued opposition to a balanced
budget amendment after your annual calls for action to balance the

budget in your taxpayer-funded campaign mail?

2. How do you justify the 300 percent pay rasise that you have
received and supported since you went to Congress and how can you

more
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LoBiondo Statement Page 3

defend a system of automatic pay raises for the future?

3. How do you explain to the voters of South Jersey your free
car, free mobile phone and other perks paid for at taxpayers
expense?

4. What is your plan to cope with the problems of health care
in this country? 1I've offered mine, what is your plan?

5. What is your plan to get this country's economy moving

again? I've offered mine, what is your plan?

"I challenge Bill Hughes to stop the grandstanding and hiding
behind these contrived personal attacks. The voters of South

Jersey deserve better.

1




LOBIONDO or CONGRESS
.forus ... for a change

16 hl1y

7 October 1992

ol |

1 o

Mr. Richard M. Zanfardino
Office of General Counsel
PFederal EBlection Commission
999 B Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20483

Re: MUR 3623

Dear Mr. Zanfardino: 9

I am in receipt of the letter from Mr. Jonathan A. Benuteig
of your office on the above numbered complaint.

I strongly recommend to you and the Commission that you rejecf
this complaint. Not one piece of evidence has been submitted b¥
Mr. Bughes to suggest that an investigation is warranted or tha
the LoBiondo Committee to Change Congress violated the PFederal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. The LoBiondo campaigi
is not responsible for these posters.

Mr. LoBiondo had no knowledge of the Hitler piece and no
involvement with its production, distribution, etc. and was not
made aware of the flier until the Atlantic City Press contacted my
campaign office on Sunday, September 20. He did not see a copy of
the flier until it was reprinted in the paper a day later. Mr.
Hughes never confronted me with the flier.

Enclosed please find a copy of a statement issued by the
LoBiondo Campaign the day we learned the complaint was being filed.

The National Rifle Association has taken responsibility for
printing the poster "Clean Up South Jersey Dump Bill Hughes."

Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership is the owner
of the poster on which a photo of Hitler appears.

7IR EAST LANDIS AVENLUE = VINELAND. NEW JERSEY 08360-8009 » 609 794-8777 @ FAX: 609 691-1560
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7 October 1992
Page Two

Purthermore, the Atlantic City Press reports on September 24,
1992 that "Purther confusing the issue is the existence of a
Hughes-supplied photograph of an unidentified little boy standing
in front of the coalition table holding the Hitler flier
the HBughes reference.” Thus, it is proof that the Hitler flier was
altered but not by the campaign.

The Hunters Beware poster has not been identified.

Mr. Hughes has not provided one piece of evidence. What is
said in a sworn statement was "LoBiondo was standing next to the
booth were the literature was displayed and was in the company of
an individual with one of the posters plastered to his chest."
This statement is presumptuocus at best. He further states in "Roll
Call” that he tiled the complaint because "I just find LoBiondo’s
denial impossible to believe."

In fact, the only individual that can be proven to be
distributing this material is Mr. Hughes. He has been distributing
the material to both the media and to political action committees.
See attached photo copy of flier sent from the House Judiciary
Committee to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

You will note in the attached media reports and statements by
Mr. Bughes that his recollection of the events changes.

In fact, the Salem Sunbeam reports that "Hughes said Priday

(Sept 25) that nu-_m_mnm_mmm{gnf_m_m
bumper sticker, he was holding the other material in his hands and

that it was visible to LoBiondo."

In Mr. Hughes press release of September 23, 1992, he states
"...it is obvious that Members of the NRA are behind the LoBiondo
posters. e no that simi ials 1li i Hi t t
candidates who were opposed by the n_lobby have a ared in
recent elections."

As you can see from a sample of the media reports on this
incident Mr. Hughes is crying wolf.
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. Jewish group: Anti-Hughes flier used without permis/s’ion
oo e

- land. Atlantic, is

in New Jersey for that matter,”
Rice said.

Hughes has slleged his oppo-
neat. state Assemblyman Frank
LoBiondo, , Cumber-
behind the dis-

- tribution of the flier, which dees

nothing to do

not identify who paid for it He
filed a complaint with the Feder-
al Election Commission on
Wednesday. three days after eon-
LoBiondo st the South

n's Jamboree in

Knowiedge of the piece.
mc':d:id 'thoru&" of peo-

Hughes or anyone eise Ple belong to the JPFO, whose

logo is 8 Ster of David centered
between sithouettes of a musket
and an essault weapon The
group was three years
ago and is based in Milwaukee.
“One of the principal reasons
we organized was. when vou look
down the list of organizations
and individuals who actively sup-
port gun control, there's an awful
1o: of Jews there.” he said.
_“After 1900 years of oppres-
sion, we don't think law- 1ding
citisens should be disarmed.”

said Rice.
The
highlight Hitler in the artwork
"t trate the point that
Hitler and his Nazi regime had
pervasive gun control.” he said
Rice, whose group does not
believe in any form of gur con-

nization chose to

trol. said citizens should have the
right to defend themselves
against the “violent. crazed cnm-
inals who are doing the luIII%,"

To educate the public, JPFO
has produced a book that com-
pares Nazi Germany's gun cop-
trol laws lo present day laws in
this country. The book also ex-
cerpts state laws from Massachu-
setts. Illinois and New Jersey,
three states with tough gun con-
trol statutes

To Rice's knowledge, this is
the first time the (lier has been
used during a political campaign.
He declined to comment on the

status of JPFO's search for the
person who altered the flier

“We have some people looking
into it for me. | really can't com-
ment on it now,” he said.

And while the JPFO does not
endorse candidates, Rice said he
personally supports LoBiondo. :n
part because of the state assem-
blyman's efforts to repeal the ban
on semi-automatics.

“I'd like to see Frank LoBion-
do elected,” he said. “If people
think this (flier) will help him. |
don’t necessarily have a problem
with that ] don't know if it will ot
will not help him.”
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COUMER-POST, Mensey, Sepremuer 28. 1882

Hitler poster stirs controversy

Poster links congressman who favors gun control to dictator

oy HOWARD ALTMAN
Counar- P Siaf

ne of hisory s most evil men
Bas i+corne the focus of 2 bizarre
vidaabow 10 am already hested
saetion batl: in the 2nd Congres
shon.d Ditia

: Sug
Heil -alute. adorms posters with
the caption “Bverjone in (avor o
contrnl ,du yous tight hund
p Bill 1
The posier as crested a fires
Lo in a0 .n:mnlady sasty hat.
iy betwoun 10-y0ur incumlent
mlﬁam Huthes. o Duwem and
Reptrdican .
28 Frank

Rifty 1 :
.d.:'n::; oan ‘:l.l“ the Hitler puster

IO athet
hlmuu‘ e Mlh m

“oil hush-hush.® said
“The N

connectivn to the Hitler pont-

"

*f om w wiraged thet Hill
Hughes i3 determined tc Lake this
campaign mlu the gutter.” sand

whe condemed the
m: “He clums | om hehindt
I cmcgotically deny omt

haowi o ahe hia
M""‘“in..i'm‘a&""‘“’ i
"W hust .unhing to do with the

“Hitler puotcra.” sald NRA lobby: st
; -MWM.Mﬂhl
somplaint vith the Fodersl Elw‘f

clsiming that

| sBiondo vivlatel (wderal slection
law by fasling 10 provide informe-
tion un the Hitler poster about whe
paid [ it aned where it ceme from.

Accurding to PEC press
Pred !cland sll cam litara-
e is r "'umd o besr that Infor-
mation. Viclators, he ssid, face »
fny of a1 lcast §8,000.

The result of Hughes' complaint
won't likely hecome a n\mim
issue. Aconrding to Eiland, it takes
an average of eight months for 4
decision, which is  genecally
resched as the renult of negotistivn
Ietwean ‘he FEC and the offend-
ing parn

Regoraliae of the PEC's ulti-
mate heision, the poster hus
belped aane un control the most
statbrde o -ue 10 the district.

Gun conirel advocate

Hughis - aho aanl he owns o
aumber o1 vespons, including
shatgung and pistols, hus writicn
several un comttol lawn They
include + neasure 1o prohibie the
saly uni vve 4 Tetlon-couted pro

mm» outraged’
jectiles that can plerce bullet -proof
vests worn by polics.

LoBivndo, on the other hand,
has buen o staunch supporter of
the effurs by state Republicans to
repeal the ben on assssult
weapons.

Acld ta the mis the NRA, which

has jumped into the fray, and It is
clear that the 2nd Congressional
Districe has become s major battle
zone in the war over gun control.

NitA officials sey thet, with
chanve to got anuther suppurer
inty +'ongress, they sre morally
alignwd with LoBivnde.

Though |.aBlondo has promised
nut ‘o weept any Rnancisl contel-
bLuticn: rom the pro-gun lobby.
the A s oeen circuloting
bumper stickers that read *Clean
Up south leesey - Dump BN
Hughes. '

The wmper stickers, like the
Hister uesters, did not have any
apunaorship aeines on them ~ a
fuct 5 Hughes aoted in his FEC
couigi.nt

.

2 4

Philit
“oversight.”

NRA denies involvement
‘Hw thet happened we do not
* said Phi ||m adding thut
!h bumper olh.kur was sent out by
the NRA to a S8auth Jersey activist
ke would not name. “Wo have no
for wnonymity. It is no secret
that Mr. Hughes votes sgainst
law-abiding fircurms owners.
Phillipe saltf the NHA will con-
tiaue its Independent moral sup-
port of LoBlondo.
*"We have no pluns o mnulhuu
muney Lo the ¢ *lmr rn * Phillips
sald. “Mr. LoBlondo Joes nut want
or ueed vur muncy. But we are giv-
ing asslstance, In so far es we
would like to defeat Mr. Hughes.®
That susistance, swid Phillips,
includes an anti - Hughes mailing
to NRA membwrs in the district.
The NRA is not providing any
JaBlondo cempaign literature,
Philiips stressed.

s sald he first learned of
the bumper stickers, and the
Hitler puster, st » Millville ports
men's Jambores on Bept. 18
sttended by thousands of vutdoor
onlhu.lutl from ol uver the Dola-

are Valley.
Hum said he hu.cd m:non odl
campaign paraphernaiia sn
then found proof; LoBiondo In e
booth with both the poster and the
bumper sticker.

“Let's face it, LuBiondo was
onvaky,® seld Hughes. “He and his
cmnln In the gun lebby thought

tt away with handing
wt lhh Jun but they got uuxhl

didn t have Cheir name on (I\u
material | was that they didn't want
to sceept the ihility for it.
‘That's s cowandly act.*

But LoBiondo denied any ssso-
cistion between his campaign and
sither the bumper sticker or the
Hitler postar. He added that
Hughes enly coaironiud him with

ullul the omission an

EVERYONE IN FA

OF GUN GONTROL
RAISE YOUR

Hughes targeted: wiiam Hughes Rupubiican challanger
Frank LoBiondo, as well as the National Rilla Association have |
denied any knowledge of the | iitler poster.

the bumper sticker — and did not
learn until later that it was paid for
by the NRA.

*This is euch & bogus com-
pleint,” seid LoBiondo “It iv &
desperate act by a denperate man
who dossn’t want to talk shout the
issues. He knowe | have nothing te
do with the poster. It serves no
purpose. It docan't hielp me.”

LoBiondo ssld he would rather
focus on issues such as econorniu
recovery snd jubs

‘Itis a diversion’

"But ail Hughes talks about is

n control.” seil LoBiondo “He
g‘:- gotten some attention, but il is
a diversion.”

Instead, LoBiondo said he pre
fers to talk about his plans to

revive the nation’s stalled econ
omy, indduding initiating some of
President Bush's tex menaures
thet he sanl would “create new
jobs®

Specifically, LoBiondo is calling
fur, wmong athee things, o $5,000
tasz credit and a tux free IRA with-
drawal tor first tume hotochuyers

“That woulll put Luck to wark
415,000 uneriployed construction
waorkers according to the National
Association of Home Hwmlder,*
LoBiondo suyy 10 hits compangm
literature

Hughes, fur his part, said his
efforts Lo bhong industrial parks
and the Federal Aviation Admin
stration  Technical  Center Yin
Pomuna  to the  distnict hve
created local joliy
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24 shops being 1
tions. y

The task force also hit 305
car dealers and {bund :hat 88.
or nearly 29 percent. failed to
place Used Car Buyers Guide
information stickers on more
than a quarter of used cars for
sale.

The guide. a federal reguia-
tion. requires that a sticker be
placed on the car window list-
ing the vehicle’'s make. model.
year and identification aum-
ber. the dealer's name and
address, a contact person to
handle complaints and war-

jent of schools.
» it is imperative
remember that our
is the educa-
rs.” Ro-
Ve can very easily
et purpose when
imited to our own
s political ob-

DOS:

' our) endeavors af-
md hopefully en-
,‘#‘f~” he said.
.‘. m m mr-
~ authority of
N as the expe-
; rs of service
Bity. can provide
satribution toward
ttement. ™
said- he is familiar
atlonal funding,
red budgets for 12

=

years as a member of the Board
of School Estimates.

“] am prepared to assist in
the negotiations effort as soon
as [ am called upon. and I hope
that all parties will recognize
the potential value of my par-
ticipation as a voice of under-
standing, of reason. and of
conciliation,” he said. “The
people of Vineland should not
be expected to sit idly by as
representatives of organiza-
tions charged with the eriti-
cally important task of over-
seeing and conducting the ed-
ucation of our future genera-
tion remain at an impasse.”

VEA President David Crow-
ell said he had no comment
about Romano's offer. because
he has not seen the letter.

Board President Nicholas
Girone said Romano’'s invita-
tion will be considered if the
state fact finder achieves no
results.

—~
N

y “Ahhhhh’

MELANIE *38.0C

} out of
he viola-

\
e up. It's so obvious that this is a

o\,

VINELAND — Assemblyman
Frank LoBiondo Wednesday
denounced his incumbent op-
ponent and denied involve-
ment in distributing contro-
versial campaign material.

“] am totally outraged.”
LoBiondo said of the sters
that likened U.S. Rep. William
Hughes to Adoif Hitler.

He said Hughes. D-2nd Dis-
trict, “is determined to drag
this campaign in the gutter.”

“l categorically deny any
knowledge of. or involvement
in producing or distributing
this material.” LoBiondo said.
“Bill Hughes has not offered a
shred of evidence to support
his charges other than his
statements and innuendoes.”

LoBiondo. R-Cumberland.
Atlantic and Cape May. sug-
gested Hughes is using this as
an opportunity to grandstand.

“It’'s no coincidence that for
years Bill Hughes never shows
up at this event and at the
exact time I'm there he shows

"

b ﬂ *‘ [

L

e

UTTTINIL
4 i

r flier

*

contrived event,” LoBiondo
said.

“He (Hughes) didn't call me
because he recognized the
opportunity to make headlines
with this disgusting material.”
LoBiondo said.

He called the Federal Elec-
tion Commission’s (FEC) ex-
amination “phony’” because it
likely will aot be :nitiated until
after the election.

By law. LoBiondo will have
15 days to respond to Hughes’
complaint.

“His misuse of the FEC is
another exampie of how long-
term. entrenched incumbents
manipulate the system to their
own advantage.” he said.

LoBiondo said he does not
know who is printing the of-
fensive posters but has asked
that they stop being circulated.

*“They have no place in this
campaign.” he said. "I de-
nounce them completely.

“I've told people publicly
that this should stop.” he said.
“But I can’t control the people
who don't like Bill Hughes.”
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'LOBIONDO for
. forus ... for a change

October 1992

Mr. Richard M. Zanfardino
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 B Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20483

Re: MUR 3623
Dear Mr. Zanfardino:

Please find enclosed a signed affidavit of Mr. PFrank A.
LoBiondo. The general counsel of the NRCC suggested we forward
this to you in reference to the above mentioned case.

Sincerely,

//77h @
\\ z;nle Harper
Campalgn Manager

Enclosure

738 EAST LANDIS AVENUE » VINELAND. NEW JERSEY 08360-8009 = 609 794-8777 & FAX: 609 691-1560

-.- Puadt for by Lolboado Commmer w Change Congress. Andrew ) McCromcw. Jr . Tresswrer G w Loleando C 0 Chaage Congrem are aot Wz deducubly o8 chentadie costrivetoms for federsl come W2 purposcs
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IN THE MATTER OF THE
FEDERAL BLECTION COMMISSION

Affidavit of Frank A. LoBiondo

Frank A. LoBiondo, being duly sworn upon his oath,
deposes and says:

1. I am a resident of the City of Vineland, County of
Cumberland, State of New Jersey.

2. I am the Republican candidate for the United States
House of Representatives for the Second Congressional District in
New Jersey.

3. On or about September 20, 1992, I attended an event
at the Menantico Gun Club known as the Sportsmen’s Jamboree, which
event was open to the public.

4. To the best of my knowledge, the Sportsmen’s Jamboree
was sponsored by various South Jersey sportsmen’s associations.

5. Upon arrival, I engaged in ordinary campaign
activities greeting people.

6. At or about 11:00 a.m., I was approached by William
J. Hughes, the Democrat candidate for the United States House of
Representatives for the Second District in New Jersey.

7. Mr. Hughes displayed to me a bumper sticker that
stated "“"CLEAN UP SOUTH JERSEY DUMP BILL HUGHES".

8. Mr. Hughes questioned me as to my knowledge regarding
this bumper sticker. I informed him that I had no knowledge
whatsoever regarding the bumper sticker. At this time, Mr. Hughes
did not call my attention to any documents other than the bumper
sticker.

9. The "Bumper sticker" in question was evidently picked
up by Mr. Hughes from a table which had been set up by a
sportsmen’s club. The table had not been set up by me or by my
campaign staff. I was not aware of the literature being provided
at the table. I was not manning the table nor was I standing in
front of it. I was not aware of the materials being distributed at
the table.

10. Mr. Hughes has filed a Federal Election Commission
complaint based on three posters which he alleges I distributed




through ny supporters and volunteers throughout parts of the Second
ssional District of New Jersey as well as billboards
displaying these posters in the City of Millville.

11. I have examined the materials in question which were
exhibits to Mr. Hughes’ complaint with the Commission. I can
categorically and with specificity atate that I had no knowledge of
the production, content or distribution of these materials. I did
not authorize, order, encourage and/or condone the production,
content, distribution and/or posting of these materials. Purther,
I have no knowledge as to whoa is responsible for the production,
content, distribution and/or posting of these materials.

A. LOBIONDO

Sworn and subscr
before me this /4

day of (Actatlie ) ,
1992

ié MQKC;/T Z\V\Ww

LA L. MDURE
A Notwry Pubiic of Now Jomcy
My Comminsion Expires $-27-1905
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW Gﬂ 19 12 o4 I’H 3t
THE EXECUTIVE WEWS. SUITE B.98
1030 ROUTE 70 RAST
CHNERRY HiLA. N. J. 08003
t000) 424.0048
Pax 1000} 424-0008

October 15, 1992

Cherry Hill Office

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street Northwest
Washington D.C. 20463

Att: Richard M. Zanfardino

Re: 2Zeus Gun Shop
MUR 3623

Dear Mr. Zanfardino:

Purther to our telephone conversation this date,

enclosed please find Statement of Designation of Counsel in
the above captioned matter. I understand that following
your receipt of this Statement that you and I can further
discuss the matter on the merits, after which time I will
provide a written statement on behalf of my client
explaining his involvment with the materials which were
disseminated concerning Congressman Hughes.

Sincerely,
FINNEGAN AND BARTH, P.A.

/gzd£>Vﬂ ﬁimVﬂj}‘4¢;;:?2r

C
John J. Finnegan, III
Cherry Hill Office

JIFIII:cvce

Enclosure




STATENENT OFf DESIGNATION OF COUMNSEL

NUR_3623
MARE OF COUNSEL: john J. Finnsgan. IXI

ADDRESS: FINNEGAN AND BARTH, P.A.

The Executive Mews - Suite E-32
1930 Route 70 East
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003

PR 13

TELEPHONE:(_609 ) 424-0243

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf

before the Commission.

RESPONDENT’S NAME: Bernie Painter - Owner

ADDRESS: Zeus Gun Shop

6679 Black Hozge Pike

Cardiff, NJ 0H106

TELEPHONE: HOME

BUSINESS(_ 609 ) _646-1668
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BILL HUGHES

G609-398-83938

October 6, 1992

Lawrence Noble, Esq.
Pederal Elections Commission
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463 /{7(££()(§9 35 ; /z:f;

Dear Mr. Noble:

SERTEETRY]

16113026

1 am writing in further reference to my letter of September
23, 1992, in which I filed a formal complaint against the c
campaign of my opponent, Frank LoBiondo, for distributing illegal
campaign materials.

1 would appreciate your adding this letter and the
attachments which are enclosed to the file in this case. 1In
addition, I will be submitting under separate cover sworn
affidavits from other witnesses who were present when the illegal
posters were being distributed.

There are four reasons for this letter. First, I am
enclosing photographs of the LoBiondo campaign materials in
question which were the focus of my original complaint. I
believe it is important for the Federal Elections Commission to
examine these photographs as part of its review of this matter.

The attached photographs were taken the afternoon of Sunday,
September 19, 1992, at a campaign booth at the Sportsmen's
Jamboree in Millville, N.J., approximately two hours after I had
confronted Mr. LoBiondo at the booth and asked where these
materials came from. The photographs show very clearly that the
posters in question were prominently displayed on a billboard,
and were being distributed by his supporters along with other
brochures from the LoBiondo campaign to the thousands of people
who attended the jamboree.

Just as importantly, the photographs show that Mr. LoBiondo
did nothing to remove these materials or to stop their
distribution, even two hours after I had brought them to his
attention.

s «ff3a ¢« ORDERED AND PAID FOR BY THE HUGHES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE THOMAS GiLL. TREASURER. OCEAN CITY




‘Lawrence Noble, Esq.
October 6, 1992
Page Two

The photographs also demonstrate that neither Mr. LoBiondo
nor 1 were present at the time they were taken. This contradicts
Mr. LoBiondo's statements to the news media, which suggest that I
showed up with a photographer and staged a publicity event. The
photos also clearly refute the suggestion that anybody could be
campaigning at that booth and not be aware of the questionable
campaign literature.

Second, I am enclosing an article from the Atlantic Cit
%Egig, dated September 24, 1992, in which a spokesman for the
tional Rifle Association admits on the record that the NRA
produced one of the unauthorized posters in question. Also
enclosed is a dispatch from the A.P. of the same date, in which
an NRA spokesman makes the same acknowledgment.

Third, since the filing of my original complaint, I have
become aware of yet another illegal poster which has surfaced in
this campaign. A copy of that poster is enclosed as well. As
you will see, the poster is similar to the Hitler poster which
wvas the initial focus of my complaint. However, in this poster
my picture has been superimposed over Hitler's face, thus
portraying me as a Nazi and advocating my defeat in this
campaign.

Like the other three posters which I cited in my initial
complaint, this fourth poster does not identify who authorized or
paid for it. It seems to me that this is a clear violation of 2
U.S. Code, Section 441 d, which prohibits the distribution of
illegal campaign materials.

Finally, I am enclosing articles from a number of different
newspapers in which my opponent is quoted giving different, and
often conflicting, accounts of the events which took place at the
sportsmen's jamboree where the illegal posters were being
distributed. I believe these articles are relevant to the FEC's
examination of this matter.

In the first story which carried in the Atlantic City Press
on September 21, 1992, Mr. LoBiondo acknowledged that I
confronted him at the sportsmen's jamboree with copies of an
unauthorized poster and asked him where it came from. 1In the
article, Mr. LoBiondo stated that he saw two of the three posters
at the table where his campaign literature was being distributed,
but he denied having seen the Hitler poster.




Lawrence Noble, Esq.
October 6, 1992
Page Three

I would maintain, based on the photographic evidence and
statements of the witnesses who were present, that it was just
mot possible for him to have seen only two of the three posters,
since all three were displayed with equal prominence.

In the September 24 article in the Sentinel-Ledger, Nr.
LoBiondo charged that I "confronted him with a photographer" at
the jamboree. In the September 23 article in the Bridgeton
Evening Mews, he stated that "as soon as I got near t th,

ghes was there with people with a camera.” Neither of these
statements are true, since the photographer did not arrive u:til
some two hours after I had left the jamboree.

Mr. LoBiondo is also quoted throughout the articles
vigorously denouncing the unauthorized campaign materials, and
stating that he would have ordered them removed immediately if he
had known about them. Yet, as the photographs show, he did
nothing to remove thea from his billboard or to instruct his
supporters to stop handing them out after I had brought thea to
his attention.

Indeed, in the Associated Press story of September 23, Nr.
LoBiondo asserted through a spokesman that I "might have put® the

literature out myself. That is nothing more than an attempt on

his part to shift the responsibility for these illegal campaign
materials to me.

Accordingly, I am requesting that the FEC make this
additional information, including the fourth poster and the
photographs, a part of its official investigation into this
matter. I would make the same request of the sworn affidavits
which I will be sending under separate cover. Clearly, this
documentation shows that Mr. LoBiondo and his campaign must bear
the responsibility for the distribution of these materials.

WJH:mb
Enclosures




ngly, I am regquesting that the FEC make this
‘additional information, including the fourth poster, the

" affadavits and the photographs, a of its official
investigation into this matter. Clearly, this dooumsntation
shows that Mr. LoBiondo and his campaign must bear the
responsibility for the distribution of these materials.

Sincerely,

WJHsmb
‘Enclosures

vltlto of New Jersey
County of Cape May

I, William J. Bughes, of full age, do solemnly swear that
the information contained herein is true to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Signed and sworn to before
me this o)’MAday of October, 1992.

.2C

A

My Commission Erpives Bon. 20, 2998




STATE OF NEW JERSEY )
§ COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND ;SS:
John Nardelli, on his oath, says that:
1. Around 11:45 a.m. on Sunday, September 20, 1992,
1 met Douglas Fisher, Congressman Hughes and his son Billy at
| Meadowwood Rod and Gun Club.

2. Shortly after we met, a man with an anti-Hughes

| bumper sticker on him approached us and told us we were

é unwelcome at the Sportsman’s Jamboree.
3. After this incident, around noon, we walked to the
i club acrose the street and, starting on the southsast part of
the horseshoe, looked and talked and walked until we got to a
{ booth on the northeast side of the club, about a half hour
later.

4. | saw Frank LoBiondo at the booth and went.ovor
to him to say hello and shake his hand; at the booth I saw a
| pile of bumper stickers (a copy of which is attached as
Exhibit A) and a pile of handouts (a copy of which is
attached as Exhibit B).

5. Evidently the Congressman saw the bumper stickers
and handouts at about the same time I did and he confronted
the Aesemblfman with them and asked him why he was handing

out campaign literature without the required information on




vho originated and paid for it.

6. The Assemblyman denied knowing anything about the

campaign literature.

7. We left the area, after which Doug Pisher showed me

a piece of Hitler campaign literature which he had picked up

there.

; 8. Shortly thereafter 1 left the Sportsman’s Jamboree.

9. I saw no photographer there at any time that I was

there, nor was I told that any photographer was expected to

be there.

0 I 10. My reason for being at the Sportsman’s Jamboree was

two-fold -- 1 am interested in and enjoy watching the various

dieplays and I have an opportunity to meet constituents and

poteatial voters; I try to attend the Sportsmsan’s Jamboree

every year; I did not anticipate seeing Aseemblyman LoBiondo

there nor did I expect to see any campaign literature of the

type discussed in this affidavit

Sworn and subscribed to
before me this $' day
of October, 1992

LOIS A. HUGHES
NOTARY PUBLIC OF HEW JERSE ¢

sten Expires Feb. 9. 1593




STATE OF NEW JERSEY )
)S8:
COUNTY OF CUNBERLAND )

Douglas rishe:, oa his ocath, says that:

1. At approximately 10:45 a.a. or Sunday, September 29,

| f? T 1992, T received & call from Congressman Hughes asking =e to
S Te) joic him at the Sportsaan’'s Jamboree. fﬁ
é;uv 2. 1 arrived there at about 11:35, and seéw “HSunters %
;ﬁq’ ' Beware” literature being placed ov the windshields of care
‘O i there {a copy of the litersture is attached). |
t;:: ; 3. At approximately 11:40 I met with CQngr-tcaan Hugres a
e " acd County Clerk Nardelli et the first gumaimg club or the

wn & rigat (Meadowwood), where ac incideat took piace invu_ving Qg

" someone with a bumper sticker on.

4. At approximately 12:00 we went to the club or the

side of the rYoad and we were there about a half hour

we came to a booth where Assemb)yman LoBiondo was.

5. C(Congressman Hughes picked up a sticker at thet th

that said “Dump Bill Hughes” and confronted the Assembiyman

with the fact that ir did not say who ordered or gaid foc :t;

the Assemblywan denied knowing anytkbing akout the lotarature.

6. I picked up a piece of Hitler literatuve <vom the

table where the Bssemb.yman was and showed it to the

bongraoannn (a cbpy ie ‘attached) as he wac leaving the
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7. %he Congressman leit sfter the iacidaat and "‘tﬁc’
County Clerk and I walked arcuad to the other side of the
road, ete & hot dog, and then left. 1 vas Lome by 1:40.

8. I was not sware shead of time that tde Asseadlysan
would be there cor what was dbeing distributed. At no time
did I se¢ or have knuwledge of a photographer tlhere while the
Assemblyran, County Clerk or I were on the grounds.

sworn and subscribed to
before me this 5% day
of October, 1992




STATE OF NEW JERSEBY )
COUNTY OF CUMBEBRLAND ;SS:

Steven Clarke, on his ocath, saye that:

1. On Sunday, September 20, 1992, eround 1:00 p.m., I
received a call at home from Sharon Schulman, requesting me
to go to the Menantico Gun Club to photograph any political
literature which I saw there, particularly st a booth on the
northeast side of the club.

2. 1 drove off to the club and arrived there 15 or so
minutes later.

3. I took pictures of the political literature that I
saw, including a picture of a child holding such literature.

4. Prior to the call from Sharon Schulman, diecussed
above, no one ever mentioned to me going to the Sportsman’s

Jamboree and no one ever mentioned to me the possibility of

taking pictures there, for any purpose.

STEVEN CLARK

Sworn and subecribed to
before me this 2nd day
of October, 1992.

LOIS A. HUBHES
NOTARY PUBLIC OF NEW JERSEY
My Commission Expires Feb. 9, 1993




Congressinan Hughes is raking aim at YOUR Rights!

; : Congressman Hughes doesn't want YOU on m Lands!
L 0 e That's right. While he spands YOLR inoney, Congressman Hughes is :
0 teling YOUI where not to hunt. N
o * Con Hughes voted against the Murlenee Amendment which '
) d have sllowed YOLI to hunt an publie: lands.
g o There sre 43-iational parks in this country thet aliow hunting. But
o Conmessman Hughes wants to keen vou frpm exercising yoix right
e to use those parks.
o o Congressman Hughes supports e sutright ban of you and your famnlly

to hunt on 1.S million acres of national parks.

Congressman Hugiies is threatening to
END all hunting 0 gll public lands.

PLe ase C(\_Q_, . CIRC O (Ladte,










Order Targets From JPFO

S0 Targets $8.95
100 Targets  12.95

200 Targets 1.95
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“AM-NJ--Hitler Flier, 3rd Ld-Writethru,960
_Rep. Hughes Files FEC Complaint about Unsigned Hitler 1'11.: :
‘Bds: Inserts four new grafs with comment from group that originated
'Razi poster, after 5th qut pvs, The flier,'; Picks up 6th graf
pvs, Rughes, former...'
By JANE E. ALLEN=
Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) Rep. William Hughes, D-N.J., filed a complaint
with the Federal Election Commission Wednesday charging his GOP
opponent condoned and coordinated distribution of an anti-Hughes
flier depicting Adolf Hitler.

His 2nd District challenger, Republican Assemblyman Frank
LoBiondo of Vineland, disavowed the material.

""I've decried that and said there's no place for that in any
campaign. It did not come from this campaign,'' LoBicndo said in an
interview.

"He (Hughes) has issued an unsubstantiated attack on my
integrity,'®' LoBiondo said. " "He hasn't offered a shred of
evidence. '’

The flier shows Hitler, his arm raised in a Nazi salute,
.superimposed on a shooting target. Below it is the message:

Everyone in Favor of Gun Control Raise Your Right Hand. Dump Bill
Hughes.''

The only identifying words on it tell readers to order targets
from JPFO.''

Aaron Zelman, executive director of Jews for the Preservation of
Firearms Ownership in Milwaukee, said the posters lift material
from advertisements he has run in gun magazines. However, he said
JPFO is not involved in any political campaigns, including the
Hughes-LoBiondo race.

“Whoever it is has taken our copyright material, copyright in
1991, and this freelancer has doctored it up for their own
purposes,'' said Zelman, who learned about the anti-Hughes posters
from a New Jersey contact.

He said the concept behind the poster is that gun control was
born in Nazi Berlin in 1938.

Hughes, former chairman of the House Subcommittee on Crime, is a
prominent gun-control supporter. Although he owns and uses
handguns, shotguns and other hunting weapons, the nine-term
incumbent has worked to ban armor-piercing bullets, military-style
assault weapons and weapons that can't be detected in airports.

""This is an effort to punish me for taking those positions,''
he said. ~"It's underhanded. It's dirty."'’

The material, as well as an anti-Hughes bumper sticker and
handout, contain no disclaimer identifying the sponsor.

Under federal election law, anything of a critical nature
advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate
would have to have a disclaimer saying who paid for it,'' said Fred
Eiland, spokesman for the Federal Election Commission.




;2_"

“We have to find out who paid for it,'' Hughes told ropo!tors
Ibdnctday. "My purpose is to stop this nonsense. People are sick
and tired of gutter politics.''

ggnlondo said he would stop distribution of the material if he
cou *

""If I knew who did it, I would absolutely go to the source
immediately,'' he said. He noted he had quashed offensive material
attacking an opponent in a previous political campaign.

“When I found out about it, I did denounce it and call for it
to stop,'' LoBiondo said.

“Unless Bill Hughes or somebody else knows who's doing it, we
can't figure out who to go to to get them to stop,’'’' LoBiondo
spokesman Steve Wilson said.

Hughes said he suspects involvement by the National Rifle
Association.

“There's no question in our mind we'd like to defeat Bill
Hughes, '' said Joe Phillips, a Washington lobbyist for the gun
owners lobby. He claimed responsibility for the ~ "Clean Up South
Jersey: Dump Bill Hughes'' bumper stickers, but said his
organization had nothing to do with the Hitler depiction or the
additional handout.

The bumper sticker is the only thing we've done,'' Phillips
said. " “Those bumper stickers were not meant to be given
anonyaously. That was an oversight.''

He said they should have carried the message: - Paid for by the
NRA Political Victory Fund.''

Hughes said he confronted LoBiondo about the flier and the
bumper sticker on Sunday at the South Jersey Sportsmen's Jamboree
in Millville, N.J. He told reporters he saw the material on display
and being handed out in the area where LoBiondo and his supporters
had gathered.

LoBiondo acknowledged the encounter, but said he had no
knowledge of where the unidentified material came from. He said he
never even saw the Hitler flier.

""We were out in a wooded area. The whole time I was there,
people were coming up asking questions. I didn't know it was being
handed out,'' LoBiondo said.

Hughes charged that was impossible and showed photographs of the
material mixed in with other LoBiondo campaign literature on a
table as well as tacked onto a billboard.

Wilson said LoBiondo had nothing to gain from the literature.

""This is working against us,'' Wilson said.

He said the publicity was giving Hughes ~“a chance to wave the
flag against us. He doesn't talk about jobs and the economy. He
doesn't have to talk about his record.'’

He theorized that Hughes ~"might have put it out himself.''

" "He has brought up the NRA in everything he has done. We have
received absolutely no contributions from the National Rifle
Association and we're doing it just so Bill Hughes can't use that
as an excuse to avoid the issues.'

However, he didn't rule out the gun lobby's ability to make
independent expenditures on behalf of LoBiondo, who sponsored
legislation to repeal New Jersey's ban on assault weapons.
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ughes egainst the

the “Hunters Beware" flier that
he is opposed to hunting is “non-
sense” and is based on distor-
tions of his record by the Nation-
llmenm‘ Imoa. & -
er ughes “vol

“I{:rknn Amend-

ment which would have allowed

- YOU to hunt on public lands.”

Hughes sald the amendment
was to add 1.4 acres to the Mo-

i r“ Desert National Park. No
u

nting is allowed in the park, he
sald, but the park “has 18,000
acres of gubllc hunting ground
around it

Hughes said he is not opposed
to hunting, owns weapons him-

sell, hunted in Salem and Cape
counties for years, and sup-

ported the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service when it wanted to open
Supuana National Wildlife Area
in Sslem County to hunting three
years ago in order to thin out the
deer herd.

But he has authored several
pileces of legislation which an-
fend the NRA, he said, includ-
ng legislation:

@ banning armor piercing, cop-
killer bullets;

® requiring registration of ma-
chine guns;

sbanning silencers;

@ banning military assault
weapons he says have no sport-
ing value;

@ and banning the manufacture
of plastic and ceramic weapons,
which are not detectable by alr-
port metal detectors.

All those laws were requested
bK police, ssid Hughes, who
chaired the Subcomittee on

Crime for 10 of his 18 years in
Congress.

Hughes said he also angered
the NRA when he led a floor
fight many ye’nr‘so .'ﬂ thl; defuml-

8 proposa aliow ha n
deale?i lgo:et aside 300 of their
guns for their personal collection
without keeping records on those
weapons
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FEDERAL ELECTION
COMMISSIOY
AR COPY ROOM

At L

».0. BOX 178

4
U.S. CONGRESSMAN R s B s

BILL HUGHES

609-398-83963

October 19, 1992

it 7 TP
Wile o
Lawrence Nobl=s, Ec

Pederal EBlections c;:_ission
999 B Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr. Noble:

I am writing in further reference to my letter of October 6,
1992, in which I submitted photographs that where taken at a
campaign booth at the Sportsmen’s Jamboree in Millville, New
Jersey.

Unfortunately, there was a typographical error in the fourth
paragraph of my letter. The correct date of the Sportsmen’s
Jamboree was September 20, 1992.

I would appreciate it if you would make this correction a
part of the file.

- v
.o daant

Member

o =& ¢« ORDERED AND PAID FOR BY THE HUGHES FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE. THOMAS GILL TREASURER OCEAN CITY




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 2, 1992

Honorable Bill Hughes
P.O. Box 178
Ocean City, NJ 08226

RE: MUR 3623

Dear Congressman Hughes:

This letter acknowledges receipt on October 29, 1992, of the
amendment to the complaint you filed on September 25, 1992,
against Prank A. LoBiondo, the Zeus Gun Shop, the LoBiondo
Committee to Change Congress and Andrew J. McCrosson, Jr., as
treasurer, and the New Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen. As a result
of the amendment, the NRA Political Victory Fund is also a
respondent in this matter. The respondents will be sent copies of
the amendment. You will be notified as soon as the Pederal
Election Commission takes final action on your complaint.

Sincerely,

Mok Q.-

Mark Allen
Attorney

5

A




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2046)

November 2, 1992

NRA Political Victory Pund
Maryrose Jennison, Treasurer J
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. i
washington, D.C. 20036 -

MUR 3623

Dear Ms. Jennison:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint and an
amendment thereto which indicates that NRA Political Victory Pund
~y (“"Committee”) and you, as treasurer, may have violated the Federal
I Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“"the Act”). Copiles of
< the complaint and amendment are enclosed. Although the Committee
and you were not named in the original complaint, and therefore
L not notified at that time, we are providing you a copy for your
information. We have numbered this matter MUR 3623. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in

O writing that no action should be taken against you in this matter. %
Please submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are B
™ relevant to the Commission’s analysis of this matter. Where

appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath. Your
response, which should be addressed to the General Counsel’s
Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of this
letter. If no response is received within 15 days, the Commission
may take further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications
and other communications from the Commission.




" Maryrose Jemnison, Treasurer
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Allen, the
attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3400. Por your
information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission’s procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely, .
n&w‘i

nathan A. Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures

1. Complaint and Amendment

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 204)

November 2, 1992

LoBiondo Committee to Change Congress
Andrew J. McCrosson, Jr., Treasurer
738 Landis Avenue

vineland, NJ 08360

Dear Mr. McCrosson:

On September 30, 1992, you were notified that the Federal
Election Commission received a complaint from Congressman Bill
Hughes alleging violations of certain sections of the Pederal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were
given a copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the
complaint should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

On October 29, 1992, the Commission received additional
information from the complainant pertaining to the allegations in

the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this additional
information. As this new information is considered an amendment
to the original complaint, you are hereby afforded an additional
15 days in which to respond to the allegations.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3400.

Sincerely,

Wade 0Un

Mark Allen
Attorney

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

November 2, 1992

President

New Jersey Coalition of Sportsmen
260 Columbia Avenue

rt. Lee, NJ 07024

MUR 3623
Dear Sir:

On September 30, 1992, you were notified that the PFederal
Election Commission received a complaint from Congressman Bill
Hughes alleging violations of certain sections of the Pederal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were
given a copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the
complaint should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

On October 29, 1992, the Commission received additional
information from the complainant pertaining to the allegations in
the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this additional
information. As this new information is considered an amendment

to the original complaint, you are hereby afforded an additional
15 days in which to respond to the allegations.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3400.

Sincerely,

Wode 0~

Mark Allen
Attorney

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 2046)

November 2, 1992

Prank A. LoBiondo
1754 Wynnewood Drive
vineland, NJ 08360

RE: MUR 3623
Dear Mr. LoBiondo:

On September 30, 1992, you were notified that the PFederal
Election Commission received a complaint from Congressman Bill
Hughes alleging violations of certain sections of the Pederal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were
given a copy of the complaint and informed that a response to the
complaint should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

On October 29, 1992, the Commission received additional
information from the complainant pertaining to the allegations in
the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this additional
information. As this new information is considered an amendment
to the original complaint, you are hereby afforded an additional
15 days in which to respond to the allegations.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3400.

Sincerely,

Wk 1l

Mark Allen
Attorney

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 2, 1992

John J. Finnegan, I1I, Eaq.
Finnegan and Barth, P.A.

The Executive Mews - Suite E-32
1930 Route 70 East

Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

RE: MUR 3623
Zeus Gun Shop

Dear Mr. Finnegan:

On September 30, 1992, your client was notified that the
Pederal Election Commission received a complaint from Congressman
Bill Hughes alleging violations of certain sections of the Pederal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time your
client was given a copy of the complaint and informed that a
response to the complaint should be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of the notification.

On October 29, 1992, the Commission received additional
information from the complainant pertaining to the allegations in
the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this additional
information. As this new information is considered an amendment
to the original complaint, ycu are hereby afforded an additional
15 days in which to respond to the allegations.

1f you have any questions, please contact me at (202)
219-3400.

Sincerely,

Wade 0

Mark Allen
Attorney

Enclosure
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Politcal Victory Fund i Y
P.0. Box 18911, Washington, D.C. 20036

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Attention: Jonathan A. Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Dear Mr. Bernstein:

In response to your letter dated November 6, 1992, the NRA Political Victory Fund
admits to printing and distributing to the public bamper strips that say "Clean up South
Jersey Dump Bill Hughes". The disclaimer of "Paid for by the NRA Political Victory Fund
and Not Authorized by Any Candidate or Candidate’s Committee” was inadvertently left
off in the production phase. There were 5,000 bumper strips printed at a cost of $652.40;
other costs involved were typesetting of $32.75 and a UPS charge of $65.50. Copies of the
FEC Reports referencing these items is attached.

The NRA Political Victory Fund did not print or distribute any "posters” as alleged
in the letter of October 6, 1992 supplementing Mr. Hughes’ complaint.

If you have any questions, I can be reached at 828-6233.

Sin/ccrely, ;

o i, _
[ P oo

Treasurer

Sworn and subscribed to
before me this 13th day
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14 November 1992

KOOV Ad0J NIVW

Mr. Mark Allen, Attorney
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20483

RE: MUR 3623

Dear Mr. Allen:

Thank you for once again allowing the campaign to respond to
Mr. Hughes’ charges. I have enclosed copies of previous
correspondence sent to your office, addressed to Mr. Richard M.
Zanfardino. I have also enclosed a copy of the return receipt from
the Federal Election Commission dated October 14, 1992.

Please let me point out once again to the FEC that:

l. The booth were the posters in question appear was not
manned by the LoBiondo campaign staff. It was manned by the
Sportsmen‘s Coalition as reported in the Atlantic City Press of
September 21, 1992 enclosed.

2. Mr. BHughes confronted me on September 20 only with the
poster “Clean Up South Jersey, Dump Bill Hughes." He asked me what
I knew about it and I said I knew nothing about its production or
distribution. He did not ask me about any other literature.

. 3. The poster "Clean up South Jersey, Dump Bill Hughes" was
produced by the National Rifle Association as stated by their
spokesman Joe Phillips, Courier Post, September 28, 1992 enclosed.

4. The poster with Hitler was produced by Jews for the
Preservation of Firearms Ownership, The Press, September 26, 1992.
I have no knowledge of who produced the altered posters. The
Associated Press story submitted by Mr. Hughes does state that Mr.
Hughes suspects the National Rifle Association. You will note that
the Hitler poster was found both in its original form and its
altered form. It appears as though someone, unrelated to my
campaign staff, took a bumper sticker and attached it to the Hitler
poster.

738 EAST LANDIS AVENUE s VINELAND, NEW JERSEY (8360-8009 = 609 794-8777 ® FAX: 609 691-1560
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' Mz. Mark Allen
14 November 1992

S. On September 20th, after receiving a call from
I issued the following statement *I categorically deny any
knowledge of, or involvement in producing or distributing this
material." (enclosed)

6. In reviewing the news clips you will see that The Press,
September 24, 1992, reports that the table where campaign
literature and the posters in question appeared, was tampered with
the night before.

7. Campaign literature authorized by my campaign carries with
it the proper disclaimer. I am enclosing a copy of my bumper
sticker and brochure again.

Mr. Allen, I hope you will take the time to review the entire
file. Again, I will reiterate that Mr. Hughes has no clear
evidence that the LoBiondo Committee to Change Congress was part
of producing or distributing the posters.

1f have Ango additional questions or need further
clariticatlon, please not hesitate to contact me at 609 451 2410
x 3002.

8incerely,

Hy ted

Frank A. LoBiondo
FL:M

Enclosures-letters of October 7, 1992

news clips, bumper sticker and brochure
news release
affidavit

P.S. Please note a typographical error in the October 7, 1992
letter to Mr.Zanfardino from Mr. McCrosson. It states on page 1
that Mr. Hughes never confronted "me"” with the flier. The me
refers to myself.
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CONTACT: Likie Nika 609-398-6399 September 23, 1992

BUGHES FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST LODIONDO WITH PEC

WASRINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman Blll NMughes (D-NJ) today
tiled a formal complaint with the Pederal Elections Commission,
charging that his opponent, Frank LoBiondo, and his supportercs
distributed three unauthorised caspaign posters, including one

] he said, he decided that the coamplaint is the only way to stop
I the outrageous activities which the National Rifle Association
and its members have engaged in to try to intimidate candidates

which likens Hughes to Adolf Hitler. ¢

i i ‘E

Bughes said the posters--which LoBiondo and his supporters '

rominently displayed and handed out at the Sportsamen's Jamboree i 88

= n Millville over the weekend--violated federal election law g
~ because they did not identify who authorized and paid for them. i
'3 g
7o) Bughes also cited in his complaint a billboard which the ,?
1 LoBiondo campaign displayed at the jamboree, on which the %
¥p’ unauthorized posters were displayed along with other campaign ‘T
o literature from the LoBiondo caspaign. g
O Hughes sald he regrets he has to take such a step. uowcvc:} §

& and influence the outcome of elections in New Jersey in recent
o years.
o “I'm troubled about taking this action," Bughes sald. "It's

g not something that I want to do. I just don't see any othec way
o to stop this nonsense. Frank LoBlondo ls trying to portray
himself as a congressional reformer, yet he and the radical
fringe he has surrounded himself with are engaging in the worst
kind of gutter politics one could imagine.

"ret's face lt, LoBiondo was sneaky. He and his cronies in
the gun lobby thought they could gelL away with handing out Lhis
junk, but they got caught redhanded at it. The reason they
didn't have any name on this material is that they didn't want to
accept the responsibility for it. That's a cowardly act. If my
complaint serves any purpose at all, I hope it will be to bring
an end to these outrageous tactics once and for all," Bughes

¢aid,

MG s Bt Memem Mmoo
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. In bis Tomplaiant to the ¥EC, W noi said Lodiondo had full
‘knowledge of the posters, that he cﬂgont.q.d'cud/br cniao:i:!i%

and theiz content, and that he coordinated their distribution
along with other literature froe his campaign.

In & ewozn deposition, Hughes said he first becase avare of
the mystery campaign literatuze wvhen he leacned that they were
being distributed at the Seus ggg shop in Cardizg, W.J.
Oobn:juoatlra he learned that the posters a Ters had been
posted on dozens, and pechaps hundreds, Of automobiles parked
outside a local high school football gawme.

Oan Sunday, September 20, 1992, Bughes said, he personally
confronted LoBiondo at the campaign booth which the New Jersey
Coalition of Spocrtsmen had set up at the jamboree in Millville.
At the time of their confrontation, he sald, LoBiondo vas
standing in front of a booth and billboard on which the
unauthorized posters, includlnz the Hitler characterization, were
prominently displayed, along with other LoBiondo brochures.

In addition, Bughes said, he observed stacks of the posters
on the table in froat of LoBiondo, side by side with other
LoBiondo brochures and bumper stickers, where they wece being
handed out by LoBiondo's supporters.

The Congressman said he picked up copies of the pcsters,
showed one of them to LoBiondo and another individual with his,
and asked them who had authoriszed and pald for the matecials,
since they had no disclaimer on them, He said Lodiondo and the
other individual both responded that they had no knowledge of
then,

*Indeed, he sald 'what literature?” Hughes stated. "I held
it up in his face and said 'this literature, Frank.'"

*I just £ind LoBiondo's denlal impossible to believe,” :
Hughes stated in his deposition, "glven that he was starding in
front of the booth and billboard whare the materials we:e posted
in full view, there vere stacks of the posters, LoBiondo campaign
brochures and bumper Stickers on the table. in front of him, and
he and his supporters were observed coordinating the efforts to
hand them out along with his other campaign literature,

"Moreover, the individual standing with Mr. LoBiondo had onse
of the posters plastered across his chest, yet he said he had no
knowledge of the materlals,"” Hughes continued. “In addition, as
I drove into the jamboree, the hundreds of cars on both sides ci
the street and in the parking areas were plastered with these
materials."




it

_‘Bughes pointed out that he submitted as part of his
plaint photographs later taken of the booth and the billboard
/9n which the posters were displayed, and various people who were
- dnvolved in handing out the materials. He said one photo shows a
young child displaying the Hitler poster in front of his chest.

“The poster comparing me to Hitler is, without question, the
most dicg:st!ng caspeign literature 1 have seen in recent years,"
said Hughes. “What kind of message is Prank LoBiondo trying to
send to the children of our country by utilizing a child to hand
out this kind of poison?

"I thought LoBiondo had sunk as low as he could go when he
attacked my family values a few weeks ago, but cbviously I was
vrong. BHis Hitler analoqi transcends all bounds of decency and
fairness. What's more, his refusal to accept responsibility for
8 poster which he and his supporters were observed handing out
demonstrates that he will resort to anything to get elected,®
Hughes said.

Bughes noted that the sost objectionable poster shows an
image of Hitler giving the Nazi salute in front of a bulls-eye
target, with the message: "Rveryone in Favor of Gun Control/Raise
Your Right Eand/Dusp Bill Nughes.” He said the second poster
miscepresents his pogition on hunting issues.

He pointed out that federal election law requires a
disclaimer on all pudlic political advertising which advocates
the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidace,
identifying who authorized and paid for it. He said LoBiondo's
posters were cloatli;aincd at urging his defeat and did not '
contain such a disclaimer.

HBughes said it is obvious that members of the NRA are behind
the LoBiondo posters. He noted that siamilar materials likening
Hitler to other candidates who were opposed bf the gun lobby have
appeared in recent slections. "They're likening Hitler to ’
anybody who favors gun control," Bughes said.

Hughes said it is no surprise that the gun lobby would
employ similar tactics against him, since he wrote the laws
banning cop-killer bullets and plastic firearms, led the fight in
Congress for reasonable restrictions on machine guns and assault
weapons, and has been a principal supporter of the Brady bill,
which would require a walting period for the purchaze of a
handgun to check for a criminal record or mental history.




By comparison, LoBlondo has been the chief sponsor of the E
NRA's DBill to repeal New Jersey's tough law banning assault g
weapons. In fact, LoBiondo declared his candidacy for Congress i
the day after he introduced the assault weapons bill.

Noreover, he said, the qun lobby has been heavily involved
in LoBiondo's campaign from day one, sending out expensive
mallings oa his behalf and making huge independent expenditures
on advertisements to boost his campaign. Hughes said it is a
good example of why LoBiondo's call for a campaign spending limit
wvas hypooritical, since LoBiondo is accepting enormous financial
assistance from the gun lobby which he refuses to count towards
his spending cap.

“Frank LoBiondo is carrying water for the NRA," Hughes
stated. 'Obviouslg, he has sold out lock, stock and barrel to
the NRA. 1It's pathetic just how far he is willing to go to do
the NRA's bidding, He got caught redhanded passing out illicit
::tgr:tnro. His attempts to deny it are just not worthy of

lief."

The Congressman noted that if the FEC finds that the
LoBiondo ign violated the law, they cen be subjected to
civil penalties. Under PEC procedures, he said, LoBiondo will
bave 15 days to respond to the coaplaint after he is formally
notified by the FEC,

¢t
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likens Hughes to Hitler

. BLECTION
foﬂnl «mnplaluta::a?!l : ‘92
‘Hughes said.

doerlu tbe of the former
lmu r any cir-

cu
knows full well |
have nothing to do with some-
thlu llbe thlt.” DoB:ond.o sald
an im
mu« ln uniform, his
upraised in a Nazi salute, 'mper
q im over the lmge of a
bull's-eye target The caption

reads: In Favor of
Gun Com:e Your Right

(] See Attack, Page C2




Buich Sacco. owner of Butch's
Gun World in Vineland and a
member of the Sportsmen'’s Cos-
lition. said he was one of seversal
people manning the coalition's
booth Sunday. He said he saw the
Hitler flier on the table when he
arrived but has “no knowledge
where it came from.”

LoBiondo acknowledged see-
ing the third item Hughes faulted
— a flier headlined “Hunters
Beware!” that asserts Ruﬁu “is
threatening to END all hunting
on all public lands.”

“It was a1 the coalition table.”
said LoBlondo. “It was some-
thing probably gensrated by
hunters who are not enamoured
with Bill Hugm and haven't
been for years.

LoBiondo said he doesn't know
what kind of reception Hughes
expected, “but there are people
who aren't pleased with his vot-

iy g

accused Hughes of making

a “big deal” of the fliers in order

to divert attention from the bal-
‘budget amendment and

other cam| issues.
anything,”
ondo) just
y)
ie

i et Samtig e “ne:
e is “non-
sense” and is based ?n distor-
tions of his record by the Nation-
S
of
against th.“&.m Amend-
ment which would have allowed
YOU to bunt on publie lands.”

Hughes said the amendment
was t0 add 1.4 acres to the Mo
jave Desert Nstional Park No
hunting is allowed in the park, he

R e
acres ng groun
around tt.e“u .

r:::mumm be is m;t oppomqed
to owns weapons him-
self, hunted in Salem and Cape
May counties for yeers, and l}p-

ported the U.S Fish and wildlife
Service when it wanted to open
Supuana National Wildlife Area
in Salem County to hunting three
years ago in order to thir aut the
deer herd.

But he has asuthored .-veral
pieces of legislation whicr, an
gered the NRA. he sud. includ.
ing legislation

@ banning armor-piercing cop-.
killer bullets; ‘

@ requiring registration of ma-
chine guns,

s banning silencers;

@ banning military assault
weapons he says have no sport-
ing value;

® and banning the manufacture
of plastic and ceramic weapons,
which are not detectable by air-
port metal detectors.

All those laws were requested
b‘y; police, said Hughes, who
chaired the Subcomittee on
Crime for 10 of his 18 years in
Congress.

Hughes said he also angered
the NRA when he led a floor
fight many vears ago that defeat-

a proposal to allow handgun
dealers to set aside 300 of their
guns for their personal collection
without keeping records on those
weapons.
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NRA deniss involvement
*How thet hapyvned we do not
hsow,” auld Phnrlhu. adding that
busmper sticker was sent vut by
RA to 8 South Jerswy activist
not name. “We have no
anuRymity. It is no vecret
. Hughes vutes inst
flevnrma owners.
sald the NRA will von.
nt moral sup-
londo.
#o plans to contribute
" Phillips

. But we are giv-
ing sssistance, s far as we
watld like to defeat Mr. Hughes.”

That assistance, suid Phillips,
Includes an anti- Hughes muiling
w NRA msmbers in the district.

the dus stickers, ond the
Hitlor pustor, at o Millvitle Sports-
awn's on Sept. 18
ottonded by thousands of outdeor

onthusiasts frum ull uver the Dels-
ware Valley.
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EVERYONE IN
OF GUN CONTROL
RAISE YOUR

Hughes targeted: Wilism Hughes Republican challenger.
Frank LoBiondo, as well as the Natonal Rifle Association have

denied any knowiedge of the Hitier poster. ]

the bumper sticker — and did not [ revive the nation's stalled econ-
learn until later that it was paid for | omy, including initiating some of
by the NRA. President Bush's tazx measures
“This is such » coro- thet he said would “creste new
plaint,” said LoBiondo. “It is & joba." )
desperate act by a desperate man ~ Specifically, LoBiondo is calfi

who dossn’t want to talk about the
fssues. He knows | have nothing to
do with ;h;“ mm';.llt serves no

rpose. It dossn't help me.”
l'“I.A»Blondo sald he would rather
focus on issues such as economic
recovery and
‘N is a diversion’

*But all Hugbes talks about is

control,” said LoBiondo. “He

mm some attention, but it is
a diversion.”

Instead, LoBlondo said he pre-
fers to talk about his plens to

for, among other things, a $5,
tas credit and a tax-free IRA with.
drawal for first-time homebuyers.

“That would put buck to wurk
415,000 unemployed construction
workers sccording tu the Nationsl
Association of Home Builders,®
LoBiondo seys in bis campaign
literature.

Hughes, for his part, said bis
efforts to bring industrisl parks
and the Federal Aviation Admin-
stration  Tochnical  Center in
Pomons to the district bive
created local jobs.
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Hoghet's mmti-gun offorw nclude ‘egls-
Aionomnsing cop-<iller Susets and plastic
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Jewish group: Anti-Hughes flier used without permission

nowwho shered Rs Hiler fler 10 fight B Hugnes.

status of JPFO's aearch for the
person who altered the fier.

“We have some people looking
into it for me. 1 really can't com-
ment ois it pow,” be said.

David centered trol, said citizens should have the
housties of a musket right o defe.u turmselves
the “violent, crazed crim-

who are doing the nlli%"
educate the public. JPFO

Gemany"‘l ml: cobn-
present day laws in
actively sup- this icountry. The book also ex-
re’s ap awful cerpls state laws from Massachu-

L setis, lllinots and New Jersey,
oppres- three states with tough gun con-

E{;‘dw a book that com-
ws

And while the JPFO does not
endorse candidates, Rice said he
personally supports LoBiondo. in
part because of the state assem-
blyman’s efforts to repeal the ban
on semi-automatics.

“1'd like to see Frank LoBion-

do elected,” be said. “If people
think this (flier) will help him. |
don't necessarily have a problem
with that { don't know if it will or
will not help him.”

-abiding trof statutes.

To Rice's knowledge, this is
the first time the flier bas been
used duning a political campagn
He declined 10 comment on the
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on the lable without him notic-

eyl g Jihe ing S I
€ ' ma eant 1 'l'able tampering =}

as n Qxcuge avoid the Bllllngs also said the coalition

M&l. beésaid WLyt table was tampered with over- m PN

SHowever, be didn ile odtthe “Dight Saturday. Someone ™ re- ZuAs for theNRA
"ﬁw; {, to make inde- 'moved 3 LoBiondo banner, he _Hitler Mier,’ .Bnghes said,
n behalf said. a report confirmed by a hody’s going fo take credit
*:g: jlmboree official. 3%, ... “a i
rsey = “Whea I found the table. who man
rtsmen dlsq Rint-ered with in the moming 1 was uted "'it ‘{That
that !he pn'ending flier’ inay “Jooking for things missing, not ‘Wwhole Intention’ it the '
ha ,)lanted at the coah- ldded Billings said. '+ - booth. Nobodytnewawthmg.
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BEFORE THE PEDERAL ELECTION connﬂ f W“'ﬁ

In the Matter of ) ,
) Enforcement Priority

)
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT WE

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is the General Counsel’s Report to recommend
that the Commission no longer pursue the identified lower
priority and stale cases under the Enforcement Priority Systea.

I1. CASES RECOMNEMDED FOR CLOSING

A. Cases Not Warranting Purther Pursuit Relative to Other
Cases Pending Before the Commission

A critical component of the Priority System is identifying
those pending cases that do not warrant the further expéenditure
of resources. Each incoming matter is evaluated using
Commission-approved criteria and cases that, based on their
rating, do not warrant pursuit relative to other pending cases
are placed in this category. By closing such cases, the
Commission is able to use its limited resources to focus on more
important cases.

Having evaluated incoming matters, this Office has
identified 34 cases which d¢ not warrant further pursuit
relative to the other pendi.g cases.1 A short description of
1. These matters are: PM 309 (Attachment 1); RAD 95L-12
(Attachment 2); MUR 4118 (Attachment 3); MUR 4119 (Attachment 4);
MUR 4120 (Attachment 5); MUR 4122 (Attachment 6); MUR 4123
(Attachment 7); MUR 4124 (Attachment 8); MUR 4125 (Attachment 9);
MUR 4126 (Attachment 10); MUR 4130 (Attachment 11); MUR 4133

(Attachment 12); MUR 4134 (Attachment 13); MUR 4135
(Attachment 14); MUR 4136 (Attachment 15); MUR 4137




-d-
;clcb case and the factors leading to ucsighndnt of a tdlttivoly‘
" low priority and consequent recommendation not to pursue each
case is attached to this report. See Attachments 1-34. As the
Commission requested, this Office has attached the responses to
the complaints for the externally-generated matters and the
referral for the matter referred by the Reports Analysis

Division because this information was not previously circulated

to the Commission. See Attachments 1-34.
B. Stale Cases

Investigations are severely impeded and require relatively

more resources when the activity and evidence are old.
Consequently, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the

Commission focus its efforts on cases involving more recent

f:“' activity. Such efforts will also generate more impact on the
' current electoral process and are a more efficient allocation of

To this end, this Office has identified

our limited resources.

11 cases that

(Footnote 1 continued from previous pa

e)
(Attachment 16); MUR 4138 (Attachment g?); “UR 4140
(Attachment 18); MUR 4142 (Attachment 19); MUR 4143
(Attachment 20); MUR 4144 (Attachment 21); MUR 4145
(Attachment 22); MUR 4148 (Attachment 23); MUR 4149
(Attachment 24); MUR 4153 (Attachment 25); MUR 4155
(Attachment 26); MUR 4158 (Attachment 27); MUR 4163
(Attachment 28); MUR 4164 (Attachment 29); MUR 4169
(Attachment 30); MUR 4179 (Attachment 31); MUR 4195
(Attachment 32); MUR 4196 (Attachment 33); and MUR 4205

(Attachment 34).




Ly
warrvant further investment of significant Commission rclourcoc.z
since the recommendation not to pursue the identified cases is
based on staleness, this Office has not prepared separate
narratives for these cases. As the Commission requested, in
matters in which the Commission has made no findings, the
responses to the complaints for the externally-generated matters
and the referrals for the internally-generated matters are
attached to the report because this information was not
previously circulated to the Commission. See Attachments 35-45.
For cases in which the Commigsion has already made findings and
for which each Commissioner’s office has an existing file, this
Office has attached the most recent General Counsel’s Report.
This Office recommends that the Commission exercise its
prosecutorial discretion and no longer pursue the cases listed
below effective October 16, 1995. By closing the cases
effective October 16, 1995, CED and the Legal Review Team will
respectively have the additional time necessary for preparing

the closing letters and the case files for the public record.

2. These matters are: PM 250 (Attachment 35); PM 272
(Attachment MUR 3188 (Attachment 37); MUR 3554
(Attachment ; MUR 3623 (Attachment 39); MUR 3988
(Attachment ; MUR 3996 (Attachment 41); MUR 4001
(Attachment MUR 4007 (Attachment 43); MUR 4007
(Attachment ; MUR 4008 (Attachment 44); and MUR 4018
(Attachment .




TIONS

A. Decline to open a MUR and close the file effective
October 16, 1995 in the following matters: .

1) PH 309
2) RAD 95L-12
3) Pn 250
4) Pm 272

B. Take no action, close the file effective October 16,
1995, and approve the appropriate letter in the following
matters:
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3554
3623
3988
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118
4119
4120
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4130
4133
4134
4135
4136
41137
4138
4140
4142
4143
4144
4145
4148
4149
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Take no further action, close the file effective
October 16, 1995 and approve the appropriate letter in NUR 3188.

b

General Lounscl




In the ﬁeu: of

Agenda Document #X95-8S
Enforcement Priority

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Pederal Rlection Commission executive session on

October 17, 1995, do hereby certify that the Cosmmission
decided by votes of 5-0 to take the following actions:

A. Decline to open a NUR and close the file
effective October 17, 1995 in the following
matters:

1) PX 309
4)

Take no action, close the file effective
October 17, 1995, and approve the appropriate
letter in the following matters:

1)
2)
3)
4)
S)
6)
7)
8)
9)

3554
3623
3988
3996
4001
4007
4008
4018
4118
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(continued)




Oetdhor 17, 1998

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)

4136
4137
4138
4140
4142
4143
4144
4145
4148
4149
4153
4155
4158
4163
4164
4169
4179
4195
4196
4205

Take no further action, clos. the file
effective October 17, 1995 and approve the
appropriate letter in MUR 3188.

(continued)




Pederal Election Commission
Certification: Enforcement Priority

October 17, 1995

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and
Thomas voted affirmatively for each of the decisions;

Commissioner Potter was not present.

/ &

Attest:
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, DC 20463

October 23, 1995

William J. Bughes
1019 Wesley Road
Ocean City, NJ 08226

RE: MUR 3623
Dear Mr. Hughes:

On September 25, 1992, the Federal Election Commission
received your complaint allcging certain violations of the Federal
Election Ca aign Act of 1971, as amended (“"the Act"). On
October 29, 1992, the Commission received the amendment you filed
to this complaint.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action in the matter. This case was evaluated
objectively relative to other matters on the Commission’s docket.
In light of the information on the record, the relative
significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed,
the Commission determined to close its file in this matter on
October 17, 1995. This matter will become part of the public
record within 30 days.

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

PO \:,\,M@

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON. DC 2040)

October 23, 1995
President
New Jersey Coalition of Sportsaen
260 Col ia Avenue
rort Lee, NJ 07024
RE: MUR 3623

Dear Sir or Madam:

On September 30, 1992, the Federal Election Commission
notified you of a comaplaint alleging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A co of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification. On Nove I 2
1992, you were notified of an amendment to the complaint and a
copy of the amendment was forwarded to you.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against the New Jersey Coalition of
Sportsmen. This case wvas evaluated objectively relative to other
matters on the Commission’s docket. In light of the inforsation
on the record, the relative significance of the case, and the
amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission determined to
close its file in this satter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although
the ¢ ete file must be placed on the public record within 30
days, this could occur at any time following certification of the
Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the f{ile ll¥ be placed on the public record prior
to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible
submissions will be added to the public record when received.

If you have any qiestions, please contact Central Enforcement
Docket at (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

‘\\JXJ\tS\“:T;05h§u>/\tgagb

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 20463

October 23, 1995

The Honorable Prank A.
1754 wynnewood Drive
vineland, NJ 08360

LoBiondo

RE: MUR 3623

Dear Mr. LoBiondo:

On September 30, 1992, the Pederal Election Commission
notified ¥ou of a complaint alloging certain violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification. On November 2,

~ 1992, you were notified of an amendment to the complaint and a
copy of the amendment was forwarded to you.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the

T Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
: and to take no action against you. This case was evaluated
ST objectively relative to other matters on the Commission’s docket.

In light of the information on the record, the relative
significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed,
the Commission determined to close its file in this matter on
October 17, 199S5.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer agply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although
the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30
days, this could occur at any time following certification of the
Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal
N materials to agpear on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior
o to receipt of your additional materialrs, any permissible
submissions will be added to the public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Central Enforcement
Docket at (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

MO L alsan )

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20463

October 23, 1995

John J. Frinnegan, 1II, Bsq.
Pinnegan and Barcth, P.A.
1930 Route 70 Bast

Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

RE: MUR 3623
Zeus Gun Shop

Dear Mr. Pinnegan:

On September 30, 1992, the Pederal Election Commission
notified your client, the Zeus Gun Shop, of a complaint
O alleging certain violations of the PFederal Election Campaign Act
of 1871, as amended. A copy of the complaint was enclosed with
that notification. On Novezber 2, 1992, you were notified of an
amendment to the complaint and a copy of the amendment was
forwarded to you.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against the Zeus Gun Shop. This case was
evaluated objectively relative to other matters on the
Commission’s docket. 1In light of the information on the record,
the relative significance of the case, and the amount of time that
has elapsed, the Commission determined to close its file in this
matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no
longer agply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although
the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30
days, this could occur at any time following certification of the
Commigssion’s vote. If you wish to subait any factual or legal
materials to agpoar on the public record, please do s> as soon as
possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior
to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible
submissions will be added to the public record when r~ceived.

0 5 pug e

If you have any questions, please contact Centra. Enforcement
Docket at (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 2046

October 23, 1995

Naryrose Jennison, Treasurer
NRA Political Victory Pund
11250 wWaples Nill Road
Fairfax, VA 22030

RE: MUR 3623

Dear Ms. Jennison:

On September 30, 1992, the Pederal Election Commission
notified the NRA Political victory Pund and you, as treasurer, of
ac laint all&gin certain violations of the Federal Election
Canm gn Act of 1971, as amended. A copy of the complaint was
enclosed with that notification. On November 2, 1992, you were
o notified of an amendment to the complaint and a copy of the
0 amendment was forwarded to you.

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
" Commission has determined to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against the MRA Political Vvictory Fund and
you, as treasurer. This case was evaluated objectively relative
to other matters on the Commission’s docket. 1In light of the
information on the recoxd, the relative significance of the case,
and the amount of time that has elapsed, the Commission determined
to close its file in this matter on October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no

longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although

the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30

N days, this could occur at any time following certification of the
Commission’s vote. If you wish to subait any factual or legal

o materials to agpeat on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the file na¥ be placed on the public record prior

to receipt of your additional materials, any permissible

submissions will be added to the public record when received.

If you have any questions, please contact Central Enforcement
Docket at (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,

(x\OL*f& \~TT§(¢Q§u;,«,@*Q%§)

Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, DC 20463

October 23, 1995

Andrew J. McCrosson, Jr., Treasurer
LoBiondo for Congress
P. O. Box 775

Narmora, NJ 08223

RE: MUR 3623

McCrosson:

Dear Nr.

On September 30, 1992, the Pederal Election Commission
notified Lobiondo Committee to Change Congress and you, as
treasurer, of a complaint alleging certain violations of the
Pederal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A c:gz of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification. On Nove L
1992, u were notified of an amendment to the complaint and a
copy of the amendment was forwarded to you.
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After considering the circumstances of this matter, the
Commission has deterained to exercise its prosecutorial discretion
and to take no action against LoBiondo Committee to Change
Congress and you, as treasurer. This case was evaluated o
objoctivcl; relative to other matters on the Commission’s docket. .
In light of the information on the record, the relative
significance of the case, and the amount of time that has elapsed,
the Commission determined to close its file in this matter on
October 17, 1995.

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12) no b
longer apply and this matter is now public. 1In addition, although I
the complete file must be placed on the public record within 30

days, this could occur at any time following certification of the
Commission’s vote. If you wish to submit any factual or legal

materials to agpcat on the public record, please do so as soon as
possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior

to receipt of your additional materials, any peramaissible
submissions will be added to the public record when received.
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1f you have any questions, please contact Central Enforcement
Docket at (202) 219-3400.

Sincerely,
Mary L. Taksar, Attorney
Central Enforcement Docket
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