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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ))
The Jefferson County Democratic)

Womens Club )
MUR 355 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on May 5, 1977, the Commission

determined by a vote of 6-0 to find there was no reason to believe

that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended,

had been committed in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file has been closed.

SMarjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Comission

r ~ Aft~uaaaaa



April 19, 1977

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)

The Jefferson County Democratic )MUR 355 (76)
Womens Club)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Summary of Allegations

In a notarized complaint, filed December 27, 1976

William Alan McNeil the complainant, alleged that the

N Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur,

failed to report an expenditure of approximately $500, for

a newspaper advertisement, which advocated the election

of Carter - Mondale and thereby violated the reporting

requirements of 2 U.S.C. §434(e). Alternatively, complainant

,"7 alleged that respondent is a part of the official party

structure for the county, and as such, and as a result of the

N expenditure for the newspaper advertisement, the total

N expenditure for the county and the club, exceeds the

limitations on expenditures for the presidential election.

In this event, there would be a reporting violation of 2 U.S.C.

S434(a). The newspaper advertisement appeared in the Beaumont

Enterprise on November 1, 1976, and showed a list of names of

the East Texas Women for Carter.

UE~f COPYs~g
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II. Evidence

In response to the Commission's preliminary

inquiry, Ms. Bettie K. Ford, the President of the

Jefferson County Democratic Womens Club, in a notarized

statement, stated that the Democratic Women's Club of

Port Arthur is "a fair and independent club" that is

"not maintained and/or controlled by any party unit."

She stated; "We do not make contributions in cooperation,

consultation or concert with, or at the request, or

suggestion of anyone outside our group. We are not

an affiliate of the CountypState or National Democratic

Party." Respondent also completed and attached the

Commission's Form #5, Report of Independent Expenditures

of Contributions by Persons, on March 4, 1977.1/

III. Analysis

The affidavit to Ms. Ford (cited supra) indicating

that the Jefferson Democratic Club is an independent group

controverts complainant's unsubstantiated allegation that the

1./ The master file in this case was misplaced, and the draft
reason to believe report was apparently not forwarded to
the Commission, as indicated by our check with the Office
of the Commission Secretary. Inquiry letter, and telephone
calls, to Ms. Ford elicited the responses on which this
report is based. (See Attachments) .

T! ii~ wtf
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club may be a part of the official Democratic Party structure

for Texas. Although, as an independent group, the club had not

fulfilled its reporting obligations, this has how been

corrected.

IV. Recommendation

On the basis of the information received in this

matter we recommend that no further action be taken and that

the file be closed; send attached letters.

William Oldaker
General Counsel

DATE: 1 -

(Acting General Counsel)

... COUNEL

a G



I, Sgamary of Allegations

In a notarized complaint, William Alan McNeil .the,

complainant, alleged that the Jefferson County D4cratic.

Women's Club of Port Arthur, failed to report an expenditure

N of approximately $500, for a newspaper advertisement, which

M advocated the election of Carter - Mondale and thereby violated

the reporting requirements of 2 U.S.C. S434(e). Alternatively.

* complainant alleged that respondent is a part of the official

party structure for the county, and as such, and as a

result of the expenditure for the newspaper advertisement,

the total expenditure for the county and the club, exceed the

N limitations on expenditures for the presidential Elections.

N In this event, there would be a reporting violation of 2 U.S.C.

S434(a). The newspaper advertisement appeared in the Beaumont

Enterprise on November 1, 1976, and showed a list of n the

East Texas Women for Carter.

11. Evidence

In response to the Commissionspreliminary #MN. Bettie

K. Ford, the President to the Jefferson County Decratic Womens

Club, in a notarized statement, stated that the Democratic Women's

' club of Port Arthur is " a fair and independent club" that is "not

maintained and/or controlled by any party unit." Respondent



)1%e,"Icvint M t % tui : Sections 434(a) ad 434(a),

no reports filed
ne NONE

lainant alleges that respondent's failure to report an exeditul f or

aeoximately $500& for a newspaper advertisement which advocatod the election

of-Carter-Mondale is an unreported independent expenditure. Alternatively,:

*plainant alleges that respondent is a part of the 
official party structure

f" the county, and as such, and as a result of the .nor advertiseme

,the total expenditure of the county and the club,, exceeds the Ili i Uiation6

on expendit res for- the-presidential- election. -In-.this ..,vent .ther( 1 wld 1so

the Jefferson County Democratic Womens Club [JCWDC] is not a political

committee, [see 5110.14 of the Commission's Proposed Regulations] their

failure to report the expenditures for the $500 newspaper advertisement

violates S434(e) which provides that :"every person [other than a political

committee] who makes a contribution or expenditure expressly advocating the

election of a clearly identified candidate which exceeds $10. -. . shallfile(cont 'd)-

land reason to believe a violation of S434(a) or 434(e) has

attached letters _.a

lb

I'~p



with th xIiso. Since the newspaper advertisement aZ~

cost approxcimately.$500 and advocated the electioni 6 ca Me Ofd

JCDWC would be within the ambit of 5434 (e), if they' awe not a

.... if' JCDK

political committee. In the alternative, if JCDWC is a

subordinate comittee to the state or local political c€omittee, the

entire party organization has a combined limitation.of $1,00 for

expenditures in connection with the presidential election. [110.7

(b) (2)( 5) of the Commission's proposed regulations). The subordinate

Committee is required to register and report to the Commission as

C if it were a political committee, if its expenditures exceed $100,

and shall register as a political committee if its expenditures

exceed $1,000 (110.7(b) (2) (iii) of the Cormission'.s. proposed regulations],

Thus, if JCDWC is a subordinate committee, their failure to report

the expenditure, constitutes a reporting violation of S434(a).

~ ~ ~PZRISEL



*WilliamW Mlanl Ha aii
0., Box 3945

aum~Te xas 77704

:.K UR355 ( )D

Dear r. cNeil:

OnMarch , 1977, the Coniission-voted to terminate
its inquiryinto the alleged violation of 2 U.S.C. 434.
(e) and 5434(a) by the Jefferson County Democratic WmensC
Club of Port Arthur. OnM arch 4, 1977, the Club filed.

r reports on the expenditures about which you complained.
In the Commission's view, there has thus been substantial
albeitt tardy, voluntary compliance with the Act.

A copy of the Commission's determination and the
General Counsel's Report is enclosed ory your information.

C7 If you have any questions please contact Leland Prince,
(telephone no. 202/523-4000), the attorney assigned to
this matter.

SSincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures

19
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~FDERAL FIFCT~CV% OMMISSION

sj Bettie Ford, President
Jefferson County Democratic

o0women' s Club
5287 14th Street
Port Arthur, Texas

Re:MR35

: Dear Ms. Ford:

This letter is to notify you that the Federal Election
Commission has received a complaint against you which alleges

N certain violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). We have numbered this
matter MUR 355. A copy of the complaint is enclosed.

0 The Commission has reason to belive that a violation
Sof either 2 U.S.C. 5434(e) or 434(a) depending on your

clubs relationship to the State party committee and/or
its subordinate committee, has occurred because of your

qClub's failure to report the cost of the newspaper advertise-
ment appearing in the Beaumont Enterprise and Journal on

c November 1, 1976. If your club is independent of the Democra-
tic Party structure it must report the cost of the newspaper
ad as an independent expenditure pursuant to S434 (a). If your

Nclub is affiliated with the party structure according to
(A) and (B) below, then it must register and report its
expenditures pursuant to S434(a).

If the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of Port
Arthur either;

(A) receives funds from any other political committee
established, financed, maintained, or controlled by any
other party unit, or
(B) makes its contributions in cooperation, consultation
or concert with, or at the request on suggestion of any
other party unit or political committee established,
financed maintained or controlled by another party unit;

then the Jefferson CoUnty Democratic Women's Club of Port09



tbroeif -either (A) -or (B3) applies, plas be
advised that ouClbmysaeaine osti-T, o
limitaion with anothe party unit., and may be I

viilon. of 21 U.S.C. S441a (a) (5) (3) if. the cambn -
expenditures exceed $1,000. ($5,000.if a multicandidat,
committee) to a federal candidate, for each eleo -.

On the other hand, if neither (A) nor (B, above,
applies to the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of
Port Arthur, and the $500 expenditure on behalf of • jiumy
Carter was not made by your Club in cooperation, cOnilta-

c t tions or concert, with, or at the request or suggestion
of the candidate, his authorized political committees,
-or their agent, [2 U.S.C. S441a (a) (7). (B) (i)], then the
advertisement is considered an independent expenditure.
If this is the case, your Club's failure to report an.

~ independent expenditure over $100 which expressly advocates
the election of a clearly identified candidate results in

? a violation of S434(e).

.Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
4W that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

any factual or legal materials which you believe are
O relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where

appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
As part of your submission please complete the enclosed

Sforms. I would appreciate it if you would also submit an
affidavit indicating the relationship of the Jefferson
County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur to the State
and local Democratic Parties using the criteria set forth
in (A) and (B) above.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
You will be sent copies or summaries of all correspondence
received by the Commission from the complainant concerning
this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
David Spiegel (telephone no. 202/523-4060), the attorney
assigned to this case..



Sncerely your,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures
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C plnantfaft alleges that respondent's failure to report an 
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a=roximately $500, for a newspaper advertisement which advocated 
the election

Carter-Mondale is an unreported independent expenditure. A etmatve,

lainant alleges that respondent is a part of the official 
party structilre

r-lkh.i s the county, and as such, and as a result of the wsman.r advertisemen-ti

the total expenditure of the county and the club, exceeds the limittion-

on expendit res .for- the -presidential- electio-. --In- this-event,. there 
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f the Jefferson County Democratic Womens Club [JCWDCJ is not a political

committee, [see 5110.14 of the Commission's Proposed Regulations] their

failure to report the expenditures for the $500 newspaper advertisement

violates 5434(e) which provides that :"every person [other than a political

committee] who makes a contribution or expenditure expresqly advocating the

election of a clearly identified candidate which exceeds $100. ..- shall file
(cont'd)

ind reason to believe a violation of S434(a) or 434(
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37CDW would be within the amtbit of :5434 (e), if th" *

political committee. in the alternative, if JCDW is a

subordinate committee to:the state or local politicalcommit

entire party organization has a combined limitatin of, $1,000 for

0 expenditures in connection with the presidential electiowo [1I107

(b) (2) (5) of the Commission's proposed regulations], The subordinate

Committee is required to register and report to the, Cowuission-as

if it were a political committee, if its expenditures exceed $100,

and shall register as a political committee if its expenditures

exceed $1,000 110.7(b)(2)(iii) of the Covmission.s.proposed regulations]e

0 Thus, if JCDWC is a subordinate committee, their failure to report

the expenditure, constitutes a reporting violation of 5434(a).
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VWlUiamL Alan 0eill

it'.t 'Texas 77704

1~o: MQ.R 355 (76)

Dear Mr. McNeil:

On March , 1977, the Commission voted to terminate
its inquiry into the alleged violation of 2 U.S6C. 5434
(e) and .5.434(a) by the Jefferson Cunty Democratic Women's
Club of Port Arthur. On March 4, 1977, the Club filed
reports on the expenditures about which you complained.

N In the Commission's view, there has thus been substantial
albeit tardy, voluntary compliance with the Act.

A copy of the Commission's determination and the
General Counsel's Report is enclosed for your information.

cIf you have any questions please contact Leland Prince,
(telephone no. 202/523-4000), the attorney assigned to

ethis matter.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures
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M. Betie Ford, President .
Jefferso n County Democratic *'. . 1
WON"' Club

5287 14th Street
Port Arthur, Texas

V'- Dear Ms. Ford:

'This letter is to notify you that the Federal Election-
( Commission has received a complaint against you which alleges

certain violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). We have numbered this
matter MUR 355. A copy of the complaint is enclosed.

The Commission has reason to belive that a violation
of either 2 U.S.C. S434(e) or 434(a) depending on your

C7 clubs relationship to the State party committee and/or
its subordinate committee, has occurred because of your

I Club's failure to report the cost of the newspaper advertise-
ment appearing in the Beaumont Enterprise and Journal on
November 1, 1976. If your club is independent of the Democra-

tK tic Party structure it must report the cost of the newspaper
ad as an independent expenditure pursuant to S434 (a). If your

K' club is affiliated with the party structure according to
(A) and .(B) below, then it must register and report its
expenditures pursuant to S434(a).

If the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of Port
Arthur either;

(A) receives funds from any other political committee
established, financed, maintained, or controlled by any
other party unit, or
(B) makes its contributions in cooperation, consultation
or concert with, or at the request on suggestion of any
other party unit or political committee established,
financed maintained or controlled by another party unit;

then the Jefferson Coanty Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur

(Ail
I?7,Tit,



-eeither (A) or' (B) applis, pU* ie
a # thtyo Clb may share n oil aole c.*t iuj .

Wo, ottionch with onr a itr and. y be
dio n e ot 2 U..C. S441a(a) (5) () if.. thlethenb

expenditures ezced, $1,000. ($59000 if a 'Multia44*'
-o dvaisee) to a federal candidate for each eletitoe.

On1 the, Oth r hand if noith r (A) no Babove,
appis to the ea son Cuts Docratic oenos Club of

ndePort Arthur, and the $500eenditure on behaslyf of" t
Carter was saf imad 'by your Club in cooperation,1 const.

0tion,, or concert, with, .or at the request or suggesti~n
of::the candidate, his authorized political committees,,
or their agent., (2 U*S.C. 5441a(a) (7) (3) i)], then: the
advertisement is considered an independent expenditure.
if this is the case, Your Club's9 failure to report, an
independent expenditure over $100 which expressly advocates
th. PJACtinn nf A e1AArV1 drn'itafA rnA"iA4a y'MMtl4m 410%
a violation of S434(e).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
' that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where

r appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
As part of your submission please complete the enclosed

rN forms. I would appreciate it if you would also submit an
affidavit indicating the relationship of the Jefferson
County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur to the State
and local Democratic Parties using the criteria set forth
in (A) and (B) above.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
You will be sent copies or summaries of all correspondence
received by the Commission from the complainant concerning
this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
David Spiegel (telephone no. 202/523-4060), the attorney
assigned to this case.

~i
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Sincerely yours,

William C. 014aker
General Counsel

Enclosures



JEFFERSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CLUIi'"

Marci? '4$P3

Mr. William C. Oldaker, Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Re: MUR355 (76)

On March 3, 1977 one of your staff called me and explained
- how I should fill out your Form 5. I have done so and

hereby enclose same even though I do not feel that said
Form 5 fits this situation.

Your staff member asked that I explain our committee and
what we did. I am, therefore, complying with her request;

"The Jefferson County Democratic Women's
Club sold items of political costume
jewelry to raise all of the funds spent
to pay for the complained ad. This was
our only campaign expenditure in this campaign."

We regret that we did not know to fill out such forms in thefirst case and that we did not give enough information on

February 11, 1977 in our reply.

Very truly yours,

Bettie K. Ford

BKF:mb

Encl.
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PUlC Form S
Ibft 1976 *
Pederal Eltcti Commission
132S K Seteet, N.W.
Vshlzgttm, D.C. 20463

(Instructions on reverse side)

aREPORT OF INDEPENDENT

EXPENDITURES OR CONTRIBUTIONS

By PERSONS

9

Note: Every person (other than a political comittee or candidate) who mkes contributions or exp-d tures for
caaiications which expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly idmtified candidate federal office,
other than by contribution to a political cmiittee or cmdidate, in an agrete mout in lexess of $100 within a
calenar year mat file this Report. (See reverse side). pC~rnCAL MM do NOT file Reports of Receipts md

. .... .. . .. DU5 s5 w 5 ~ v-- - ,p-- . . -. . . .f-- . ... ... . ______________________--__

I(a) N m of Person (n Full) 2 This is a Report of

Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club
(Bettie K. Ford. Pre idpnt) out

as (Nv~erI Stret) IAdpumn Contributions

5287 14th Street Moth
(c) City, State G Zip Code

Port Arthur, Texas 77640

3 Tp o Report (check appropriate box)
OApril 10 DOctober 10 OMaendnnt to peport
OJulv 10 OJanarv 31
OTenth day report preceding election on in the state of

Wim o g alt or convention) (date)
3Thirtieth day report following apngr o election on 1 the state of TiYaQ" "r m M g, e n r a o r o n v n i o ), . ,-

4 -Itemz emniue an whii-uch xceed, in the aggre Le. 3100 within a calendar year.
Name of Federal

Full Nom, Wiling Address A Zip Code Purpose of Expenditure/ Date .omt Candidate advocated
of Each Payee Contribution (=nth, day, by the Expenditue/

xpenditure to 
yea onibuion 

to

eaumont Enterprise Newspaper Ad. 11/1/76 $527.34 Jimmy Carter

Dexpenditure to Ocontribution to NOTE:

This listed amount was raised by cur members

selling politica costume Jewelry, nd contributions

were received an no other expenditures were made ii

Oexpenditure to Ocontribution to the 1976 campai by this 7roupe of Volunteer Women

3expenditue to Ocontribution to

(b) Subtotal of Itemized Expenditures and/or Contributions .......................... $ S 2. 4

(c) Sub otal of Unitemized Expenditures and/or Contributions ........................

(d) Total Expenditures and/or Contributions ........................................................... $ 527.
I certify that have exmazned this Statement anAto the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and
cauplete. ::-'7, I

,, z March 4, 1977
(Signature) (Date) . .

V ., , r

I
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JEFFERSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC WOM"i'. LUBiJ

P Texas 77640

Feb4ua 1977

Mr. William C. 01daker, Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker:- (

Re: MUR 355 (76)

I have, herewith, enclosed my notarized statement with regard to the independence
of our Democratic Women's Club. Examination of it will show that we are clearly
an independent group and acted as such in this campaign.

You requested that I fill out Form #5 if our club is not a subordinate committee.
This we have not done since our examination of Form #5 shows that it does not at
all apply to us. We are not a subordinate committee, nor did I, as president,
contribute as an individual.

We suspect that the word "club" in our name may have caused some confusion. We
could have used the word "committee" Just as well; the main thing is that we are
a group of organized volunteers.

I call your attention to the fact that the complainant is incorrect in the third
paragraph of his letter when he said that our club is not a registered political
comittee. We are a registered political comittee under the laws of the State
of Texas and have registered with and reported to the said Secretary of State of
the State of Texas. Further, we have filed all financial reports required under
Texas law.

Kindly advise me if any further information is required.

Very truly yours,

Bettie K. Ford, President
Jefferson County Democratic
Women's Club

BKF :mb
Encl.



AFFIDAVIT

Port Arthur
Jefferson County, Texas

I, Bettie Ford, in accordance with a request made by the Federal
Election Comuission make this statement. The Jefferson County
Democratic Women's Club is a free and independent club. We do not
receive funds, are not maintained and/or controlled by any party
unit. We do not make contributions in cooperation, consultation or
concert with, or at the request, or suggestion of anyone outside
our group. We are not an affiliate of the County, State or National
Democratic Party.

BETTIE FORD

STATE OF TEXAS
County of JEFFEROON

Sworn to and subscribed BEFORE me on this llth day of February, 1977.

Notary Public in and for Jefferson
County, Texas.



5287 14th St.
Port Arthur, TX

7

t

WI.

"(1 \~i~

Mr. William C. Oldaker, Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

77640



THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF JEFtESKO COUNTY
"The American Republic... of the people, by t;fVeople, for the'

February 14, 1977 
2 3 /

Federal ELection Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463--",

Re: MUR 355 (76)

Dear Sirs:

Receipt of your letter dated February ?, 1977, was had on
February 10, 1977. Pursuant to its terms the following is submitted
as add itional evidence.

The Texas ELection Code creates the County V.'xecutive Com-
mittee composed of the chairman of each votinc precinct in the County.
In Jefferson County there are some 80 votina precincts, although two
have no registered voters in them at this time. Accordjinriy, the Dem-
ocratic Executive Committee would be made up of a maximum of 78
precinct chairmen and the other statutory officers as provided for by
the Texas Election Co.e. said Executive Committee has statutory duties
such as holding meetin ,as, making financial recorts an'] dsclosures,
canvassing returns, and conductina a crmary election. The officers
are public officials, anJ they, th te -1eCnCt chairman, hold party
offices, elected every t.vo years in the c r ary.

There is no L terlck i nln - relationshir between the County
Executive Committee andi the Democratic Vomen's Club. The women's
club is an autonomous Jroup as any other club or oranization sponsoring
a political cand-idate, ca'ndidates or issues. There is no connecting link,
no ex officio recresentative to the County Execative Com mittee, and the
membersi..c of the two are com.pletely separate wMh. se-arate membership
requirements, separate elections, and secarate finances.

The County Executive Ccmmittee exercises no contot overb Jce, ian - dr'lc - othe ofg f r sinr or other of the activities of the
women's club.

Therefore, the wVomen's club is an autonomous orqanization,
indeendent of the County Executive Committee, and the club operates as

OFFIt L U? L'i '

Beaumont. Texas 77704 Phone: 713/8384376County Headquarters P. 0. Box 3333



Federal Election Commission
February 14, 1977
Page 2

do most clubs -- without State authority or requirements -- by its own
by-laws.

Very truly yours,

Alan McNeill

AM:Ies



P. 0. BOX 3333
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77704

Ic;:

Federal ELection Commission
1325 K Street N. W.
Washincrton, D. C. 20463



oor1110B FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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Ms Bettie Ford, P id e 2. ?Jefferson County Dent
Woment CUb Y emocratic
5287n s Club

5287 14th StreetPort Arthur, Texas
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would be regarded by the Commission as a subordinate State
party committee and must register and report to the Commission
as if it were a political committee if its expenditures
for federal candidates exceed $100 in a calendar year. (See
SSII0.3(b) (2)(ii) and 110.7(C)(2)(iii) of the Commission's
Proposed Regulations). Failure to do so results in
violation of S434(a).

Furthermore if either (A) or (B) applies, please be
advised that your Club may share a single contribution
limitation with another party unit, and may be in
violation of 2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (5)(B) if the combined
expenditures exceed $1,000. ($5,000 if a multicandidate
committee) to a federal candidate for each election.

On the other hand, if neither (A) nor (B), above,
applies to the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of
Port Arthur, and the $500 expenditure on behalf of Jimmy
Carter was not made by your Club in cooperation, consdlta-
tion, or concert, with, or at the request or suggestion

- of the candidate, his authorized political committees,
or their agent, [2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (7) (B) (i)], then the
advertisement is considered an independent expenditure.
If this is the case, your Club's failure to report an
independent expenditure over $100 which expressly advocates
the election of a clearly identified candidate results in
a violation of §434(e).

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

r any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Where
appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
As part of your submission please complete the enclosed
forms. I would appreciate it if you would also submit an
affidavit indicating the relationship of the Jefferson
County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur to the State
and local Democratic Parties using the criteria set forth
in (A) and (B) above.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
You will be sent copies or summaries of all correspondence
received by the Commission from the complainant concerning
this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
David Spiegel (telephone no. 202/523-4060), the attorney
assigned to this case.

U III COPY
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(3) unless you notify the Commission
in writing that you wish the investigation to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

/./
William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosures

4Ud.
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TIlE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF JEFFERS OUNTY
"The American Republic... of the people, by the people, for the people."

December 27, 1976 '"M DEC 3 AM'

Mr. David Spiegel " ,;"'
Federal Election Commission
132F) K Street N. W.
Wa5,1hington, D. C. 20463

Re: CC 1021

Dear Mrs:

Thank you for your letter of December 7, 1976. Please consider this
letter as a comptal nt under 2 U.S. C. Section 437g(a)(2). My name is William Alan
McNeili, P. 0. Box 3945, Beaumont, Texas 77704, telephone (713) 833-6474.

mnfo I have previously furnished you with a copy of the newspaper advertise-

ment from the Beaumont Enterprise and Journal dated November 1, 1976. This ad
"e' cost in the neiqhborhood of $500, give or take a little.

The Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur is not a
registered political committee, is not a part of the official party structure for the
cou d it is a part of the official party structureco-intv district, and in the alternative, If,

- for the county, then the total expen Jture of the county and the "women's club exceeded
the allowable $1,000 limit. This violation is a result of the placement and dissemina-
tion of sa.d newspaper ad.

It is also my information, although I do not know of my own personal inves-
tiaation, that the Jefferson Ccunty Democratic Party is not a reiste.red committee.

' I can be of further assistance 1o not hesitate to call upon me.

Verruly yoor2s,

Alan McNeill
County Chairman

STATE CF TEXAS
COUNTY CF JEFFERSCN

1976.
SWRN TO AND SB BED, PEFCRE ME, on this 27th day of December,

j-,~

N otary Public in and for
Jefferson CConty, Texas

M .,, P t.l

County Headquarters P.O. Box 3333 Beaumont, Texas 77704 Phone: 713/838-4376
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6" FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHING TON, D.C. 20463

December 7, 1976

ALM;i McNeill
County Chairman
Republican Party of Jefferson County
P.O. Box 3333
B~eaumont, Texas 77704

Re: CC 1021

Dear Mr. McNeill:

We have received your letter of November 1.6, inquiring into the pos-
sibility of a violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, by the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club of Port Arthur,
Texas.

The Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, requires that all corn-
plaints be signed, sworn, and notarized by the person making the complaint.
(See 2 U.S.C.. Section 437g(a)(2).) Under Section 111.2 of the Commission's
proposed regulations it is also required that a complaint contain: (1) the
full name, address and telephone number of the complaint; (2) a clear and
concise statement of the acts which are alleged to constitute a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971; and (3) copies of any evidence
available to the complainant which sustain the allegations of the complaint.

NIn the event you wish to file a complaint, please comply with these require-
ments.

In the interests of complying with the above procedures, I think it
would be helpful for you to consult 2 U.S.C. Section 433 of the Act, which
deals with the registering of political committees, and Section 110.7 of
the Commission's proposed rules and regulations (please note Section 110.7
(b) (5), dealing with party committee expenditures). In August, 1976, Commis-
sioner Vernon Thomson sent a letter to the Carter-Mondale Campaign which
responded to several questions regarding party/committee expenditures. This,
too, might be of interest. I have enclosed these materials for your review.

I hope that an examination of these materials will answer most of your
questions and will enable you to be specific in any assertions or allega-
tions you might make, in the event you wish to file a complaint with the
Commxi ss ion.
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Please feel free to contact us if you have any further questions.

attorney assigned to this matter is David Spiegel (202/382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

A stiam enaera Cu
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
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COUNwvfkopi P. 0. BOX 3333 BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77704 PHONE: 713 838-4376

November 16, 1976

The Federal Election Commiss!on
1325 K Street N. WNV.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Sirs:

T enclose an advertisement and the page on which it ran from
the Beaumont (Texas) Enterprise, November 1, 1976 issue. You will see
that on page 4-B there was a larcie ad, cost of which is approximated at
$400, placed by the Jefferson County Democratic Women's Club, Bettie
ForJ, presdent, 52a87 14th Street, Port Arthur, Texas.

It is my inderstanding of the Federal Campaign Act in your
rec rulatlon that "no oter local party unit" is authorized to spend up to
$1000 in the general election for a presidential nominee, other than the
state, county, city- or congressional district party committee.

T would ac.prec ae your investicrating this, based upon this
complaint, and takn.n7 the necessary Lecal steps. Please advise if I can
be of assistance.

Very truly yours,

Alan McNeill
County Chairman

A M :les
Fnclosure
cc: Mr. RayHutchison, Chairman

Republican Party of Texas
11 Congress Avenue, Suite 520 ,..
Austin, Texas 7:.70
w/enc.) 041. -


