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January 13, 1992

Pederal Blection Commission
999 B Steet, 1W
Washington, D.C. 20463

Yl
Re: John C. etle

Maryland First District

Gentlemen:

Iac~osmd please find a copy of an advecti 5- t tht . i

in the January 8, 1992 issue of WeaySaYr..
distributed free e*voytiing/classified ad *1abange.

You will note that there was omitted frcom the advoct&4*00t

an Authocization Notice, as required.

B* assured that this omission was an oversight 
on the part Of

the campaign and will not happen again: any further! questions

concerning this matter may be directed to my attention.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Yerytx ly yours,

SJB:VmS
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WA3~sIOp 0C2.43 ebruary, 4j 1*,,

Er. Stephen a. rits
Attorney
150 8outh 5teet
P.O. S 46ItsAnnatpolis, S !lryviand 21414

Pr*.gAJ 253

De "Sa lmtr,: a tItt

t 40LOR *a ,4r tonUt .f.

o t ou- hve a I .s plee Call

29-3690. or your 11ifo tion, e have attached.a
description of the Commission's procedures for hbw
such as this.

Sincerely,

Veronica ff. Gillespie
Attorney

Enclosure
Procedures

cc: Mr. John C. Astle
51 Fleet Street
Annapolis, RD 21401

Astle for Congress
arry L. Dunn, Treasurer

2700 Sunmerviev Way #202
Annapolis, ND 21401
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VMiS matter Is befor, thes *oatsson ais a rnfttIt of# 'a""

spest.a submi sosIon by Counsel. on behalf of john C. Atie ('tb1

candidate'), Astle For Congress ('the Committee') ad, Barry

L. Dunn, as treasurer. Attachment 1. Counsel brought this

matter to the attention of the Commission after discovering

that an advertisement appearing in the January 8, 1992 issue of

Pennysaver, lacked the appropriate disclaimer as requitLred by

the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the

Act" ).

II. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Act requires that whenever any person makes an

expenditure for the purpose of financing a communication WhiCh

1. John Astle lost the 1992 primary election for "tiw Le e
nomination in the First Congressional District in the Sjt* of
Naryland with 14 percent of the vote.



y adv6Cates the election or defeat of a clearly

t uw "u f

Sthe Cea i tootw& must-ditr certain 4a.Ses
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2 It 00(1) af te nIcation, IS' paid, &.Adz

awr~. by a ceedidato. a ttocised 111ti"1 *6'mItte of
* noa* r I ts ageatse it shal l @early stY 40

M." Ci onu has been Void for by, suwo uthorise6d $4~1o
£tt., .2-0 2, i VO, .4444da)1 ac r1 C,.R >

~I(*~1~)1 '21 tb.~i it~

be i~briM W. ai~t~ an gutb.$ V i', i*4a
COiNitt*@ a @ 44t dit, or isa asit sat.. 4 e~ tat*

othat "M~ 1000"Wcation Is Paid for by such otAb* rasSan
authorised by such candidate* political commttee P, Or aet

0 ~2 UJ.s.C. I 441d(a)(2) and 11 C.F.R. lOl1a()j)

Finally, if the communication is not authorized bYa candidate,,
an authorized political committee of a candidate$ or Its
agents, but paid for by others, it shall clearly state the name
of the person who paid for the communication and state that the
communication is not authorized by any candidate or candidate'ps

committee. 2 U.S.C. 5 441d(a)(3) and 11 C.F.R.

S llO-ll(a)(l)(iii).

As previously noted, according to the information
contained in the submission, Counsel claims that the required
disclaimer was omitted from the advertisement appearing in the
January 6, 1992, issue of Pennysaver, which is a *locally
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Coumeiouto reg~atioR5. 
- se" on the foTegoift41*9e this *ffle*

t coinerds that the Commission 
find reason to belie 

that the

Committee and Barry L. 
DUnn as tre r, violated 2 .S.C. , :Z

S 4414(ar) by failing to 
include the appropriate 

disclaimer on

an advertisement that explicitly 
advocates the election 

of John

&stle for Congress. However, given the isolated 
nature of the

omission and in light of 
the agency's priorities and 

resources#

this Office recommends that 
the commission exercise 

its

prosecutorial discretion 
and take no further action. 

This

office will send a letter 
of admonishment to the respondents.

1. open a MM.

2. Find reason to believe that 
Astle For Congress and

Harry L. Dunn# as treasurer, 
violated 2 u.S.C.



(a). but' ta no further action.
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MAY, 14, 199,,

~omia5n n , NiX 1, 1992at"4O ljotm., OK4
AI

objecti'onts s e ~.Ie . t"

Comissioner(s) as ldicaed by

Commissioner ALikens

Commissioner Elliott

Commissioner McDonald

Commissioner McGarry

Commissioner Potter

Commissioner Thomas

for

This matter will be placed

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1992

the name () 0600

xxx

on the meeting agenda

Please notify us who viii represent your Division before
the Commission on this matter.

All
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If Marjorie W. Emmoas, recording Secretary for ',"
ci E lection ConmJsiou executive siouS on ljii~l! c

-2 do hereby certity tht the CfMmuton deCied a.

of 6-0 to take t.. foilovig Stu,

1. Open A .

2. Find reason to believe bat Astee For
Cogresa and USrry 1. , 96 tte*ur -.
viated 2 U.S.C. 5 441d(e), but take IN
further action.

3. Close the file.

4. Approve the appropriate letter as
recommended in the General Counsels
report dated Nay 8, 1992.

Commissioners Aikens, alliott, McDonald, RcGarry,

Potter, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

cretary off the commlia@u

so 1002 / ... f 297...
Dart
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.,it I your CI

o f-114 11 il, be -i0-m part of th p..lic r
30 .dys". Siud you wish to s4t factual.
to appear on the public record, please do so Witht
your receipt of this letter. Such materials shoUtl4
Office of the General Counsel.

to the

The Commission reminds you that communications |zresSly
advocating the election or defeat of a clearly idontt f od
candidate must contain the appropriate disclaimer pursant to
2 U.S.C. 5 441d(a). Your clients, Astle For Congress and
Harry L. Dunn, as treasurer, should take immediate steos to insure
compliance with this requirement in the future.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Veronica N. Gillespie, the attorney assigned to this Smatter,
(202) 219-3690.

Sincerely,

Joan D. Aikens
Chairman

at

Knclosure
General Counsel's Report

amA
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