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300 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
March 24, 1992

Political Corruption Division
c/o Lawrence Noble, General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20003

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the wishes of perhaps thousands of
members of the Populist Party of America and similar numbers
of concerned citizens across the country, I am filing this
formal complaint with the Federal Election Commission under 2
U.S.C. 437g(a)(1).

This complaint is in reference to probable violations of
FEC regulations (as well as other federal laws) by the
following entities and/or individuals and a request for a
formal audit of the Populist Party's financial affairs and
the activities of these entities and/or individuals in
relation to the administration of those affairs:

DONALD B. WASSALL, National Chairman
Populist Party of America
314-B Ford City Road
Freeport, PA 16229

TOM PARKER, National Vice Chairman
Populist Party of America
Box 628
Ore City, Texas 75683

ROBERT BLUMETTI, National Secretary
Populist Party of America
790 Tuckahoe Road #3-L
Yonkers, NY 10710

PHILIP CHESLER, National Treasurer
Populist Party of America
Box 321
Willow Springs, MO 65793

BILLY CHANDLER, National Parliamentarian
Populist Party of America
4556 East Vista Drive
Cottonwood, Arizona 86326

RUSSELL HUNT, Executive Committee Member
Populist Party of America
1050 San Pablo Circle
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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JOHN JUSTICE, Executive C omitte mber
Populist Party of America
1699 South 55th Avenue
Cicero, IL 60650

VIC SESTOKAS, Executive Con ittee Member
Populist Party of America
1494 Valley Road
Rahway, NJ 07065

JEFF WILKERSON, National Ballot Coordinator
Populist Party of America
PO Box 6771
Lake Worth, FL 33466

THE POPULIST PARTY OF AMERICA
1703 Fifth Avenue
Ford City, PA 16226; and

THE POPULIST OBSERVER (newspaper)
1703 Fifth Avenue

) Ford City, PA 16226

C The violations in question all relate directly to the
administration of the financial and political affairs of the
Populist Party of America during the years 1986 through the
present.

The Populist Party of America is currently registered
4 with the FEC under the following identification number: COO

214098.
The FEC should note, however, that in its own records

there appear to be at least two and perhaps even three
different identification numbers assigned to the Ford City,
Pennsylvania based fund-raising operation.

I have determined that the Ford City entity known as the
O Populist Party of America also operates under COO 253948 and

has done fund-raising under the name &Populist Party of
America National Committee - Bo Gritz for President. °-
although this, perhaps, without authorization.

As part of this complaint I am making a request that the
Federal Election Commission exercise its jurisdiction under 2
U.S.C. 438(b) and initiate an audit of the financial affairs
of the Populist Party of America.

To the best of my knowledge the FEC has not yet
conducted an audit of the Populist Party of America, despite
the fact that this entity has been registered with the FEC
since at least mid-1986.

The FEC should note that the Populist Party of America,
on an average, has raised approximately $200,000 each year
over the past several years and spent approximately that same
SUm.

Yet, there is no public record of any FEC investigation
into these matters, despite the large sums involved.



The FEC will be interested in knowing that the abov
named defendant, Donald B. Wassall, has publicly declai d
that the FEC does, in fact, audit the books and records of
his Populist Party of America organization.

At the Populist Party of America National Committee
meeting in Irvine, California in the spring of 1991 an
attendee quizzed Mr. Wassall as to whether or not a formal
outside audit of his records had ever been conducted. Wassall
responded, "We have an outside auditor: it's called the FEC."

(Populist Party State Chairman Boyd Godlove of Maryland
recorded Wassall's public statement during the party meeting
and provided me a recording of this statement.)

Mr. Wassall has also publicly decried the fact that the
FEC has "refused" to acknowledge his fund-raising
organization's status as a political "party," designating it,
instead, a "political committee."

(Those who question the defendants' administration of
the party's affairs, particularly in the financial realm,
would agree with the FEC's assessment, inasmuch as much money
has been raised and spent by the defendants, but very little
has been done in terms of actual political organizing.)

Additionally, inasmuch as Mr. Wassall and the Populist
Party are believed to have had political and perhaps
financial dealings with Mr. William K. Shearer and Miss Nancy
Shearer who were the subjects of the FEC's investigation in
MUR 2719, the FEC might also be interested in pursuing any
connections here further as part of its inquiry into the
activities of Mr. Wassall and the Populist Party of America.

The issue of Mr. Wassall's suspected links to Mr. and
Miss Shearer are of particular concern to Populist Party
members, inasmuch as party members have been long aware that
there were many questions regarding the Shearer family's
administration of the Populist Party of the United States
(which was the immediate predecessor of the current Populist
Party of America).

It should be noted by the FEC, additionally, that Mr.
Wassall and the Populist Party of America and its officers
have been publicly exposed as having been connected with the
illegal forging of signatures on petition signatures in the
state of Utah. This was documented in the April 5, 1991
edition of the Salt Lake Tribune, a copy of which is attached
as Exhibit A.

Please note that although Mr. Wassall is quoted in the
article has having "fired" the guilty party (Mr. Harry
Bertram) and that Wassall said, "It was the first time he
ever worked for us and that will be the last time," the fact
is that Mr. Wassall has publicized, since that date, Mr.
Bertram's active involvement in the Populist Party as its
West Virginia organizer.

Attached, additionally, is a documented entitled
Wassallgate (designed as Exhibit B) summarizing many of the
questions and controversies surrounding the Populist Party of
America and the administration of its affairs.



In order to settle any and all questions, the FEC shoud
pursue this matter further in the course of auditing the
records of the Populist Party of America and the above-named
individuals who are responsible for the administration of the
party's affairs and the expenditure of its resources.

The specific apparent violations of the federal election
laws by the above-named entities and individuals (all members
of the Populist Party of America national executive
committee) are as follows:

0 There is an apparent violation of 2 U.S.C. 432(a)(3)
which holds that NAll funds of a political committee shall be
segregated from, and may not be commingled with, any personal
funds of officers, members or associates of that committee,
or with the personal funds of any other individual.0

It appears as though private, personal funds raised by
Donald Wassall through the egis of the Populist Observer
newsletter have been regularly co-mingled with those of the
Populist Party of America.

Although Mr. Wassall privately owned the Populist
Observer newsletter from its inception through mid-1990,
there was a period of at least four years (1986-1990) in
which Populist Party funds and those of the Populist Observer
were apparently regularly commingled by Mr. Wassall,
specifically, and Mr. Phil Chesler, treasurer of the Populist
Party of America.

As evidence of this we note that Mr. Chesler, in
preparing annual party financial reports (issued to members,
but not the FEC) regularly included summaries of funds raised
through the party's egis for the privately-owned newsletter.
(Copies of several of these are attached as Exhibit C).

(FEC filings by Mr. Chesler on behalf of the Populist
Party do not make it clear exactly where funds received by
the party on behalf of the Populist Observer newsletter were
disbursed.)

Most party members, incidentally, were unaware that the
Populist Observer was a distinct (and privately-owned)
entity, separate-until mid-1990-from the Populist Party of
America. Yet, however, the party and the newspaper's
subscription funds appear to have been subject to regular
commingling.

Inasmuch as the FEC has not, to my knowledge, ever
formally audited the Populist Party's records, we are unable
(here) to cite further evidence of this apparent violation.
Nonetheless, it would be advisable, in the course of an audit
and investigation, for the FEC to explore this matter
further.

0 The defendants may also be in violation of 11 CFR
9034.8(c) (1) which refers to matters of joint fundraising.
There may also be a violation of 11 CFR 102.17, which refers
to the same area.

Although the Populist Party and the Populist Observer
were, as noted previously, separate entities for a period of
at least four years, the Populist Observer was mailed out of
the McGrann, Pennsylvania post office on a permit for a Non-



Profit Organization (which permit apparently was in thename
of the Populist Party-not the Populist Observer).

The Populist Observer was a vehicle for joint-
fundraising for Mr. Wassall's private entity (the Populist
Observer itself) and the Populist Party of America. Yet, to
the best of anyone's knowledge, there was never any form of
agreement for disbursement of funds and there also appears to
be an abuse of the U.S. Postal Service mailing permits.

Evidence of the apparently illegal use of the Postal
Service mailing permit is attached Exhibit D. (This proves
that the then-privately owned Populist Observer was using the
party's non-profit organization permit for its own private
ventures.)

This, incidentally, also, may be an additional violation
of 2 U.S.C. 432(a) (3), other evidence of which was outlined
above previously.

* There is also some question as to whether or not Mr.
Wassall, Mr. Chesler, and the other defendants may be in
violation of FEC regulations relating to the disbursement of
petty cash funds to Mr. Wassall.

According to 2 U.S.C. 432(h)(2) NA political committee
may maintain a petty cash fund out of which it may make
expenditures not in excess of $100 to any person per purchase
or transaction."

A review of regular filings by the Populist Party of
America with the FEC by any FEC auditor will find that during
the past several years (particularly during the year 1990)
there was an average of $500 or more per month paid in apetty
cash reimbursement& to Donald Wassall by the Populist Party
of America. This, evidently, is in fact a violation of the
above-noted FEC regulation.

The nature of these payments should be audited.
particularly in reference to the full nature of Mr. Wassall"s
federal income tax returns regarding the yearly apetty cash
reimbursementse received from the Populist Party of America.

* The Populist Party of America, Mr. Wassall and other
defendants have failed to provide timely and continous
reporting of debts and obligations as required under 11 CFR
104.11 in at least one instance.

Specifically, in the spring of 1988 this writer entered
into an agreement with the Populist Party of America national
executive committee that I would draft a fund-raising letter
on behalf of the committee in return for re-imbursement.

Although I indicated that I did not expect immediate
payment, I regularly discussed the matter over the following
period of the year 1988 with Mr. Wassall and provided Mr.
Chesler with a written statement of the debt owed me.

During this time no such debt was permanently recorded
in the Populist Party of America's filings with the FEC.

In fact, it was not until the middle of 1990-some two
years later-that Messrs. Wassall, Chesler and the Populist
Party of America and co-defendants chose to note this ongoing
and continuing debt in their filings with the FEC.



In this same matter, it appears that there is _additional violation of FEC regulations, specifically 11 ft%
116.10 regarding the reporting of disputed debts.

Although the dispute in question, outlined above, had
been ongoing for some time, there was no timely report
appearing in the party's filings by Mr. Wassall, Mr. Chesler
and the other defendants with the FEC.

* The above-named defendants also appear to be in
violation of 2 U.S.C.433(b) and/or other FEC regulations
relating to the filing of accurate records regarding
"connected- or "affiliated" committees.

Please note that the defendant Populist Party of America
and the separate fund-raising operation designated as the
Populist Party of America National Committee-Bo Gritz for
President entity are listed by the America First Coalition
(FEC ID #C0253948) as a "connected organization or
affiliated- committee in their own accurate and legitimate
filings with the FEC

Despite this, the defendants (Populist Party, Wassall,
Chesler, etc) have failed to list the America First
Coalition's connected and/or affiliated status with the FEC
in their own filings. While the America First Coalition is
filing accurately and correctly, the defendants in this

o proposed MUR are not.
* The above-named defendants also appear to be in

violation of 2 U.S.C. 432(h)(1) which requires timely
reporting of the deposit of receipts and disbursements by a
political committee.

Although FEC regulations require that "all deposits
shall be made within 10 days of the treasurer's receipt," it
appears as though defendants have, in at least several cases,
failed to make immediate deposits.O Attached as Exhibit E are five individual checks (back
and front) made out to the Populist Party of America and the
Populist Observer. Note that the deposit date reflected on

o0 the reverse side is, in each instance, well beyond the date
the check was issued.

Although some of the dates are unclear on the reverse
side, one in particular is clear.

01 This is check #19 (dated February 24, 1990). It was not
processed by a bank in the Missouri area (where the Populist
Party reportedly maintains at least one bank account) until
April 5, 1990, over a month later.

Another glaring instance among these checks is #31
(dated November 8, 1990). It was not processed by a Missouri
bank or banks until early February of 1991-some three months
or more later.

I am assured by those responsible for the issuance of
these checks that there was a long period between the time
that these checks were issued and such time as they were
returned by the defendants to the original issuer.

These instances cited apear to be outrageous violations
of the law cited above and also deserve inquiry by the FEC.



The defendants (Wassail, Chesler, Populist Party of
America, etc) have also engaged in suspicious manipulation of
figures relating to the disbursement of expenses and salary
paid to Mr. Jim Yarbrough of Georgia.

(Mr. Yarbrough may be contacted at [404] 534-7564 for
additional and specific details.).

Although in public statements and in published reports,
the defendants have stated that they paid Mr. Yarbrough as
much as $20,000 and $30,000 a year in salary alone, I have
been informed by Mr. Yarbrough that he has W-2 forms which
reflect the following amounts paid to him by the Populist
Party in the respective years: 1988 - S10,500; 1989 - $7400;
and 1990 - $2625.

Clearly, public and published statements by the
defendants do not reflect the records of our federal
authorities and therefore should be investigated further as
part of a full and thorough audit by the FEC.

* Additionally, it should be noted that respective FEC
filings by the Populist Party in these years do not, in fact,
reflect the same figures as they related to Mr. Yarbrough's
income from the Populist Party. That is, what has been
reported to the FEC does not jibe with the public statements
and published accounts or with the W-2 documents in Mr.
Yarbrough' s possession.

Therefore, the Populist Party is in apparent violation
ofll CFR 104.9 which demands accurate and uniform reporting
of all disbursements by a political committee.

In the above paragraphs numerous apparent violations of
the Federal Election Commission's requirements of political
committees have been cited.

All taken together suggest that the FEC should promptly
begin an in-depth inquiry into the activities of the above-
named defendants.

I will eagerly look forward to the results of your
inquiry.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, s*:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of March 1992.
By Michael Piper.

Notary Public

*CbnmKsion Expires December 14, 1996
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The Whole Incredible Story

Including:

* A letter from Willis A. Carto (founder of LIBERTY LOBBY and the Populist Party)
to the executive committee of the party.

N A letter by SPOTUGHT correspondent Michael Collins Piper
responding to Don Wassail's malicious smears.

* An explosive expose published in the April 29 issue of
The SPOTLIGHT.

Al the evidence reel Populists need to throw the rascals out!

Save. the Populist Party
By Removing
Don Wassail
From the
Party's National
Headquarters!



A lot of things have happened to the
Populist Party since Tom McIntyre (above
left) first assumed the chairmanship with
Donald B. Wassail (above right) serving as
the manager of the headquarters off ice.

This
attempts

special report from The SPOTLIGHT
to set the record straight.
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at Prlends:

There are. at this time, many thousands of letters circulating around the country attacking not only myreputation, but that of several other founding members of the Populist Party (of which I am one) as well as the
integrity of The SPOTLIGHT.

Because so many of you have written to LIBERTY LOBBY chairman and SPOTLIGHT editor Vince Ryan askingfor our response to this letter. I have taken the time ion my own time, incidentally) to draft a detailed response to
this letter.

THE GUILTY PARTY

The letter lappearing on the Populist Party letterhead i is the work of one Donald B. Wassail-although he did notsin it and, in fact, referred to himself in the third person. Wassail claimed in the lead-in to the letter that it was amessage from 'The National Executive Committee' 'of the Populist Partyi. In fact, not only did Wassail not dear theq" enstents of his letter with the committee before he spent thousands of dollars in party funds to mail it out, but, atleast one member of the committee (to the best of my knowledge) voted against any such "response to the criticisms
- by The SPOTLIGT.

TOO BUSY TO WORRY ABOUT WASSALL
P) Int sense, I suppose, I am amused at Wassail's obsession with my alleged interest in his Papulist Party affairs
0 din the year 190. If you really must know the truth, during the months orJuly--gust 1}90 idttlng which

t11135wm seizing control of'the Populist Party) the following events took plae in my W.
A. My father died, at age 70. of lung cancer.

.One ormy best friends was murdered--shot through the heart.
0 C. My mt-an aging fellow of some ten years-died of leukemia.

All of this within a 3-week period. Think about it. Don Wassal was the least thing on my mind. Once. however. 1C vwlm2 to my day-to-day dutiies and finished mourning. I realized it was my responsibility to eps Dona Wassailar what he is.

ONE MAN DICTATOR
Until recently, Wassail was the office manager of the Populist Party headquarters in Ford City. Pennsylvania. Asa emisequence of a strange series of tragic events. Wassail is now not only office manager, but also national partychairman and remains as editor of the party's newsletter, The Populist Observer.

Through this positioning Wassail is now, effectively, the one man ruler of the entire national Populist Partyapparatus. Wassail not only controls the national party headquarters, its mailing list, and bank account, but also
the offWal party organ.

LIES AND MORE LIES

Wassail's hysterical letter of 21 paragraphs (plus inside address) has. within it. fuNly 50 distortions of truth.
omissions of fact. half-truths or outright lies.

In this letter of my own I wish to set the record straight. I owe this to you and to myself. I owe a special -thanks"to those people who recognized Wassall's letter for the trash that it is.

Still, though. I also realize that there are many good people who might have legitimate questions. I will provide
legitimate answers. It will be tip to you to decide who is telling the truth.



WV0S MIRCHAEL COL11NS
, is l.haps one truO nasals letter: that I am the prima of The SPoTMIGHT.r

.wWn with which he takes umbrae.
Nefdhs to say. of course. I would not be permitted to publish these things without the support of the Wofeen anddir etor of LIBERTY LOBBY and The SPOTLIGHT.
The reason I am the individual who has authored these reports is. of course. well known to many Populist Partymember
I was. after all. the founding executive director of the party headquarters here in the Liberty Lobby building inWashington beginning in 1984 and since that time I have been the Populist Party correspondent for TheSPOTLIGHT as well as the primary contact between Liberty Lobby and the Populist Party.
As a consequence, up until at at least Januarv. 1989 1 was-and I say this without bragging, simply as atruth-the only person in the entire country fully versed on the -Inside" workings of the Populist Party from top tobottom. Wassail himself has acknowledged this publicly and privately many times.
Aside from all that. I have been employed by LIBERTY LOBBY for more than ten years. I started out in theCirculation Department. was promoted to :\s;stant Editor of The SPOTLIGHT. and am now the Director ofDevelopment for the Institution. in cha..ge ,)f LIBERTY LOBB'fs fund-raising and promotional efforts. You areprobably familiar with much of my work and I am proud of it.

THE GREATEST MISTAKE
I have made many mistakes in my short existence, but as far as the professional end is concerned, my greatestto mistake was, in i987, suggesting not only that Don Wassail be named "Executive Director" (ie. officemasager) of the newly revived Populist Party, but also that his privately-owned newsletter, the Populists06erper, be designated the official national party organ.

qV Other party leaders concurred with my suggestion and Wassail was thus positioned to ultimately grab completecontrol of the party in the end. I look upon myself as the "Dr. Frankenstein." Wassail, you might say, moren appropriately, is "ihe Piper Monster."
140 Despite several early warning signs of Wassail's true character-but because I was so determined to see the partyrevived after William K Shearer's destructive antics-I latched upon Wassail (who is talented. I must admit) as thelogical choice to help revive the party.
0 Not only did I suggest that Wassail serve as the party's administrator, but I also recommended Tm McIntyre. a4V' dedicated Populist, as an ideal national chairman. This was also agreed upon by other party founders whom Wassailcalls "malcontents."
C The basic structure was thus agreed upon: Wassail would run the party*s day-to-day affairs and McIntyre wouldI~j serve as the party's national spokesman. McIntyre had. after all, already run for office in Pittsburgh on the PopulistParty ticket-one of the few people to do so. as of that time. Tom was known, respected, and remains a popular and0% respected figure-despite Wassail's malicious lies.

WASSALL PROFITS AT PARTY EXPENSE
At the time the party was re-established I did suggest that Wassail sell his rights to the Populist Observer to theparty organization, but he adamantly refused, despite my warnings that-ultimately-there would be charges ofconflict of interest. Committee member Van Loman of Ohio also agreed with my concerns, but Wassail prevailed andthe newsletter remained his private fiefdom.
Wassail started out at a salary of $19,500-but within four years his salary had increased to$34,000-an incredible increase even larger than the notorious congressional pay grab. (A recent letterto The SPOTLIGHT incorrectly noted Wassail's starting salary as being $24,000.) This does not includeprobably $25-30,000 dollars Wassail received on the side for his privately.owned newsletter during thenext several years.

Although he has since turned over the ownerhip of the newsletter to the party, there is no question but thatWassail reaped great benefits from funds that would have otherwise gone to the party as a whole. In the meantime.of course, Wassail's official salary has skyrocketed correspondingly.



.~ly t. I am absolutely d that Wassail is s determined tomae. personally, the bed pf'scause

he 1Ws full well that! am the individual who pronmd him. and, in a sense, know more about the bv* behind
• k:ids n prominence than peraps anyone.

Aftr all. who ever heard of Donald B. Wassail. before my articles in The SPOTLIGHT (and there were many of
them) pve him the recognition that they did?

That sounds self-serving. I suppose. but it is THE TRUTH.

WARNING GOOD PEOPLE

My sole motivation in exposing War.sail-now that the truth is known-has been to provide a warning to the
patiots who were misled into supporting Wassall by the promotion I gave him in The SPOTLIGHT.

With all of' that said and done. I would now like to give you an insight into what is probably one of the most
outrageous propaganda efforts I have ever personally experienced.

HOW TO RESPOND?

Having examined WVassall's letter in detail and having given it much thought. I reflected (with much seriousness)
upon the best way to respond to his letter.

The appropriate response is to comment directly on the various charges that Wasall has made. In this

way there is the opportunity to c put on the record the nature of WassalP. incredible misrepresentations.

11#0 Once this letter has been reviewed by those seeking the truth. Don Wassail will become-as he was before being
given undeserved recognition-an non-entity in the populist movement. This he deserves.

STRUCTURE OF RESPONSE

What follows is almost a line-by-line commentary on the charges made in Wassail's letter.

Appearing in boldface are the word-for-word comments by Wassail. segregated paragraphieafly, followed by the
formal respnse. 4On occasion. I have deleted insignificant words or phrases such as first names, etc.I!I

The response is prefaced by a categorical definition of the nature orthe charge. You will see. clearly, that Wassail
C hu not told you the truth.

7b repet: in the 21 paragraphs of Wasmslt leter., there are fally 50 dtt, "11 t4r1th, ~essa of
b) het, df-uths or outright lies. Judge fbr yourself whether the truth is being who i, telling it.

Headline/Ihside Address

LIE: Special Alert to all Populist Party Members and Supporters From the National Executive
Committee:

This has already been addressed. See paragraph #4 above.

Paragraph #1

LIE: Please be aware that The SPOTLIGHT and Liberty Lobby have begun a campaign to destroy the
Populist Party.

The newly-revived Populist Party (first located in Pittsburgh and then. at Wassalrs insistence, in Ford City.
Pennsylvania) was purely the product of LIBERTY LOBBY and The SPOTLIGHT. Repeated articles by Michael
Collins Piper. in The SPOTLIGHT. reported on the efforts to revive the party.

What's more. the LIBERTY LOBBY/SPOTLIGHT mailing list was provided to the party to make its first fund-
raising mailing. When the first executive committee for the party was established, both LIBERTY LOBBY founder
Willis A. Carto and Michael Collins Piper were members.

In subsequent years. The SPOTLIGHT promoted the party and its candidates, providing mailing addresses. etc.
LIBERTY LOBBY contacts with George Hansten. Bo Gritz.. and David Duke made it possible for these individuals
to be brought into the Populist Party sphere.



Paragraph #2
L13 There have been *us, false and defamatory attacks on the Chairman, the Treasurer, and the

hMesity of the entire Populist Party...

The SPOTLIGHT has only critiqued the newly-appointed Chairman Don Wassail and his close collaborator. PhilChesler, who has been virtually drummed out of the Populist Party of Missouri. The integrity of "the entire PopulistPartye has never been questioned. The SPOTLIGHT created the Populist Party-with the cooperation of its ownmembers. Under no circumstances would The SPOTLIGHT ever think of questioning the people who support the
newspaper.

Paragraph #3

LIE: Please be aware that Liberty Lobby and the Populist Party are not associated with each other in
any way.

The response ,above, to paragraph sl fully betray, ;he lie told by Wassail. When it was directly to Wassail's
benefit, he basked in The SPOTLIGHT's spotlight.

OMISSION OF FACT: Liberty Lobby was fined tens of thousands of dollars by the Federal ElectionCommission on two occasions for its mismanagement of the first, defunct Populist Party, and iscurrently still under investigation by the FEC, some seven years later, in yet another pending lawsuit.

Yes, Liberty Lobby did pay fines to the Federal Election Commission (FEC) for its instrumental role inestablishing the Populist Party. This was fully detailed to the populist Institution's Board of Policy (BOP) in a
lengthy article in the BOP's membership publication -Liberty Letter." FEC regulations are very complex anddesigned to hinder "third" parties." Don Wassail himself signed a letter sent to the FEC defending LIBERTYLOBBY against the FEC"s charges. Wassail conveniently does not mention this fact. (A copy of this letter will be
provided upon request.)

Paragraph #4

LIE: When we established the Populist Party of America in 1987 we made sure we were trulyco independent of all other groups and organizations, including Liberty Lobby.
0% Previous references lay waste to Wassall's lies. In fact. Wassail regularly contacted LIBERTY LOBBY asking for

publicity and support.

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: The truth is, many other movement publications have given the PopulistParty more coverage than The SPOTLIGHT which has all but ignored the Populist Party during its
four year history, other than to list our meetings in their Datebook, along with the meetings of theLibertarian Party and other political organizations.

Wassail knows better. The only other "movement publication" that provided publicity for the Populist Party isok Wassals own newsletter (from which he received great personal profit .
The SPOTLIGHT has not ignored the Populist Party. Not only did The SPOTLIGHT give the party its initialimpetus (as noted above) but we also rented our mailing list to the party to get it off the ground.(FEC regulations prohibit "loans" or "contributions" by incorporated entities such as The SPOTLIGHT.;The SPOTLIGHT also provided much coverage of the party's "revival" meeting in Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. Sincethat time we have also promoted party candidates across the country Regular readers of The SPOTLIGHT know

this.
The truth is that Donald B. Wassail spent much time (and party money) telling Populist# that TheSPOTLIGHT had no interest in the Populist Party. He was determined to convince Populist# that TheSPOTLIGHT had abandoned the Populist Party and that his profitable private newsletter, The Populist

Observer, was the only publication supporting the party.

Paragraph #5

LIE: We certainly bore no ill will toward Liberty Lobby and The SPOTLIGHT.

Former Populist Party National Chairman Tom Mclntyre has revealed to The SPOTLIGHT that just severalweeks prior to Wassall's installment as "Executive Director- of the Populist Party. Wassall 'as Pennsylvania StateChairman of the Populist Partyv put the kibosh on McIntyre's effort 'during the Pennsylvania party's stateconvention, to pass a resolution honoring. The SPOTLIGHT for its instrumental role in re-establishing the party.
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'=uben asked to bomne 'executive director.
Ressgnllng his opportunity to seize control and make vast amounts of money. Wassail mwersed his negative
pioThe SPOTLIGHT.

Paralpuph t

LIE: We have taken, and will continue to take, the high road in this totally unprovoked, totally
unnecessary attempt to ruin the Populist Party.

Anybody who has read Wassail's letter Iwritten in the name of the party's executive committeei knows this to be
an absolute falsehood. Wassail has adopted the low road.

NAME CALLING: "a tiny group of incompetents, misfits and embittered alcoholics"

Simply reflect upon. in the pages of Wassall's Populist Observer. the many positive things that Wassail has said
about party founders such as Tom McIntyre. for example. and then consider the things that he is saying about them
now. Was Wassail lying then-or is he lying now?

Paragraph #7

OMISSION OF FACT: This pathetic, blatantly obvious hatchet job is in fact being orchestrated and
carried out in large part by a disturbed SPOTLIGHT employee, Michael Collins Piper.

The founder, editor, managing editor, executive editor, copy editor and several proofreaders of The SPOTLIGHT
(including a retired American diplomats would not approve any "hatchet jobs' in The SPOTLIGHT. This is the
publication route of a typical SPOTLIGHT story-particularly controversial ones. As far m a, bend

W that is quite true: I am disturbed at what Don Wassall is de*W with the party and its air
I)Paragr.aph M8

C OMISSION OF FACT: Populist Party supporters should be aware that Piper is not, and nevr has
€.. been, a du -paying member of the Populist Party of America.

No, I have never paid any formal "dues" to the Populist Party primarily because of the fact that I was, for some
0 time, a paid party worker.

On the other hand. I did not receive compensation for literally hundreds of hours expended Ion private time ianswering telephone calls Iafter 9-5 business hours and on my personal home telephoneI from party members (Don
C Wamall included) who contacted me at home asking for publicity in The SPOTLIGHT.

OMISSION OF FACT: He (Piper) has never joined or comtributed financially to the Party, nor to any of
the many canddates the Party has run the past four years.

The fact is I have spent endless hours (without compensation-nor asking for itt providing advice to numerous
party candidates and members (on my own time) about matters such as ballot access, fund-raising, etc. A logical
question arises: "Has Don Wassall contributed to party membersi"

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: When we started the Party in 1987, Piper. because of his clout at The
SPOTLIGHT, appointed himself as an "ex-officio" member of our National Executive Committee.

I did not appoint myself to the party's executive committee. In fact. I suggested that the Populist Party elect me
as a non-voting "ex-officio" member of the executive committee since-during its first meeting-I was the only
person who could answer all of the committee's "in-depth" questions about the party's affairs.

(If you want to know the truth. I was tired of being asked to come into committee meetings to provide information
when I wasn't even a committee member and didn't even know the context in which committee meeting were being
discussed.)

Nontheless. since most of the committee members had questions that only I could answer. I offered to serve as a
non-voting member.

Since I was employed by LIBERTY LOBBY founder Willis A. Carto I did not believe it would be appropriate to be
a voting member, inasmuch as Mr. Carto was. himself, a voting member. For that reason I offered to consult with
the executive committee-but not as a voting member.

Although Don Wassail has decided to forget this fact. he was one of those who endorsed my offer.



. 'EU ION OF FACT. one would think a person In position would want to vouteer
gem of his time to help tirty, Piper'% attitude was Just th ton.

The nature of my repeated volunteer efforts on behalf of the party has already been discussed in detail. One
mht also ask why Wassail demanded complete financial benefit from the Populist Obaer newsletter which, by
r~ihts. should have been owned by the Populist Party from the very beginning. And what about the M.7@
thwt Treasurer Phil Chesler has given himself for "professional fes"? This plus an additionaol WIS."
paid to a woman in Chnler's employ. Why has Chesler not volunteered his time as all pre l s Poplist
Party treasurers have done?

Paragraph #9

OMISSION OF FACT: Piper wrote a 'pitch letter' for the party, the kind of routine communication
which Executive Director!Chairman Don Wassail has written many dozens of times over the past four
years.

Yes. I wrote a -pitch letter- 'as Wassall calls fundraising endeavorsi on behalf of the party. A fundraising letter.
contrary to Wassall's thinking. is not -a routine communication. On the contrary, a fundraising letter can either
make or break an organization or Institution. Perhaps Wassail considers such a letter a "routine communication."
Personally. I generally spend as much as 20-30 hours on such a letter. Evidently. WaVssall does not.

LIE AND OMMISSION OF FACT: After writing the first pitch letter in April of 1987, in fact seven
months afterwards, Piper called Don Wassail demanding $1,500 for the couple of hours time the letter
took to write.

Wassail was fully aware that the agreement was that I would paid for my independent fnon-SPOTLIGHT timep
Ck, work on behalf of the Populist Party.

Because the Populist Party was short on funds. I had no desire to demand payment immediately. It was more
.- appropriate. I felt. to wait until the party had raised the funds necessary to make payment for the letter in

question. Thus, the waiting period. In fact. drafting the fundraiser required several days in total.
qr Most people who write and arrange such fund-raising letters require a minimum of twice as much as the fee that

I requested from the Populist Party.
I') After many years of work on behalf of Wassall and others, frankly. I felt that I deserved-at the very least-a

minimum token of appreciation.
Wassail forgets to mention that not only did the fundraiser ask for funds for the Populist Party but that it also

solicited subscriptions for his privately-owned newsletter.
(Yoe will not be surprised to learn that Wassail himself never reimbursed the Populist Party for the

o expensas of printing and mailing the special flyer (part of the mailing) that promoted his privately
owned newslette. It was this flyer that gave his newsletter--at party expense-its first national impetus,

w thereby providing him massive profit at the party's expense.)

o LIE AND OMISSION OF FACT: When Wassail rightfully refused, Piper followed up his detmand by
writing Wassll a letter, reiterating his outrageous request.

Wassail did not "refuse.- Initially. in fact. Wassail simply said that -The funds aren't there." I did not press the
matter. When I did. finally, ask for payment. Wassail said. 'Maybe I should discuss this with Willis Carto.", founder
of Liberty Lobby).

This was an obvious attempt to intimidate me. I told Wassail not to try to threaten me and then promptly wrote
him a letter, recognizing that Wassail was determined to use whatever influence he had to silence me-presumably
in an effort to keep as much money as he could for himself.

OMISSION OF FACT: In the letter. Piper wrote that if Wassail ever again "threatened him," (by
mentioning taking the matter up with Piper's boss), Piper would "rip (your) rotten little liver right out.
Take that as serious as it's meant."

The reference to a -rotten little liver" was quite pointed. During our conversation 'referred to above) Wassail
alleged that I was -under the influence" 'or words to that effect) when I made my request for reimbursement. Since
Wassail had already informed me that he was a marijuana smoker (and since. I am told. both alcohol and illicit
drugs damage the liver) I used the reference to a -rotten little liver."

Since that time I have been told by former Populist Party National Chairman Tom McIntyre that he was aware of
at least once instance wherein Wassail smoked marijuana at one gathering. Also that on one occasion Mclntyre
encountered Wassail at party headquarters in Ford City evidently under the influence of some halucinogen.

Evidently my instincts were correct. .Whatever the case. events have proven that Wassail deserves punishment for
his activities.



Paragaph 10

KAL-TIhUI AND OMON OF FACT. Despite Piper's death theat, Wassail and the Party were not
!"iEdated, and the $1,500 was never paid Piper.

Pct Under pressure from Tom McIntyre. Don Wassail did issue a check to me for the amount of $20 fom the
Populist Party (although. to be perfectly honest, I still contend that this was not adequate.I Acknowledaing his own
debt for the fund-raising and subscription impetus I gave his newsletter. Wassail also sent me a check for $100 from
"he Populist Observer" ia private bank account under his control. i

Wassail has yet to reimburse the Populist Party for the amounts the party expended on behalf of his personal
newsletter-probably a total of s 10,000 altogether. Ask Wassail about this.

Fact: If Wassail had seriously considered my angry letter a -death threat" he would not have continued to work
closely with me personally and with The SPOTLIGHT until March of 1989 when he effectively seized control of the
Populist Party. Unless. of course, it was part of his strategy to do so. What do you think?

LIE AND OMISSION OF FACT: (Piperl pulled the same stunt in 1988, demanding $1,500 for a couple
hours of his time, some six months after the fact.

Again. the agreement was that I would draft the fund-raising letter for the Populist Party on my own time. The
work did not involve "a couple hours--as Wassail well know. And. again. I only requested payment after the party's
presidential campaign was over.

Wassail put me off. saying that the party was -short of funds." and asked me to reduce the bill. Having
experienced what I experienced before. I said. honestly, that this was not possible.

The matter was not discussed until approximately four months later. Wassail again reiterated that the funds were
not available and asked me to re-submit my billing. The original bill. he said, had been "misplaced." He asked me to
wait until party dues had been paid in January of 1989-one year after the letter had been drafted.

The matter was NEVER discussed again. I realized that Wassail had no intention to pay a legitimate debt since it
would take funds from his -private" treasury.

C<4 LIE AND OMISSION OF FACT. Again, this outrageous demand was refused. To protect itself, the
Party has since listed this second attempt to rip off money from its treasury as a "Disputed Debt in its
period reports to the Federal Election Commission."

Factually. Wassail never refused to pay the debt. It was simply never discussed. In fact, throughout the year of
100 1989 fduring which I attended the party's national meeting in Chicago in March and through 1991 the question of

Wassail's debt to me was never discussed. I only learned of the -disputed debt" in late 1990 when I reviewed
O Wassail's filings with the FEC. All during this time Wassail continued to maintain friendly relations with The

SPOTLIGHT even though his FEC filings contained a negative reference to me vis-a.vis the debt.

LIE: Anyone can obtain our reports by paying the FEC for copies. In addition, a full financial
statement is always handed out to all attendees of our annual National Committee meeting."

C The last thing that Wassail wants is for anyone to see the FEC reports which reveal how much money he has
made at the expense of the Populist Party. Additionally. the "full financial statement" that Wassail is touting is a
one-page document that does not-in any way-reveal the full extent to which Wassail and his allies are profiting at
the expense of the Populist Party.

Paragraph #11

LIE: Mike Piper, who suffers from a severe case of alcoholism, has nursed an insatiable hatred for
Wassail ever since his two attempts to rip the Party off were refused.

Yes. I drink. So does Don Wassail. He has good reason to know how much I drink. We have stood-side by
side-alongside other party leaders-in numerous bars in various hotels around the country.

Unlike Wassail, however, I do not use marijuana. Further, if I nursed an "insatiable hatred" for
Wassail (as a result of his refusal to pay legitimate debts) I would not have continued to promote his
fundraising entities in the pages of The SPOTLIGHT. Please ask Wassail to explain this, if you will.

LIE: [Piper) is out to destroy Wassail's reputation for absolute integrity, which is vouched for by
everyone who has ever worked with him."

No. I am not out to destroy "Wassall's reputation for absolute integrity." As we have noted in The SPOTLIGHT
(much to Wassail's- dismay i he has no such reputation.

The fact is that "evervone who has ever worked with him" i with the exception of people who share party funds
with WassaIi, considers Wassail a deceitful, conniving, self-serving troublemaker.



~1perhas gathored to his side a tiny group of bitwis who have no ft~owng or lufluen..

Cmntrary to Wassail's claim. I have not gathered anyone to my side. In truth, I was contacted--repeatedly.-by
WIMls critics who asked for The SPOTLIGHTs support in exposing Wassail.

Since, in March of 1989, Wassail forced my employer. LIBERTY LOBBY founder Willis A. Carto. out of the
Populist Party, I have had little to do with-nor have I known much about-the inner workingp of the Populist
Party.

As anyone who knows the history of the Populist Party can attest. Wassall's critics 'some of whom were named in
The SPOTLIGHT. are among those who do have following and influence in the party.

LIE: Bill Mahler of Michigan and Jess Malcolm of West Virginia who are among this tiny group of
malcontents, have since started their own political party to satisfy their egos.

Bill Mahler and Jess Malcolm are decent men. When it served his purpose. Wassail said so in his private
newsletter. When. however, these two men bucked Wassail he decided that they were -among this tiny group of
malcontents."

Wassail even said Mr. Malcolm ta lively man if ever there was one) was "elderly." Some of the pnrty's most active
members fit that category.

The only reason that Mahler and Malcolm considered a new party was because they felt that Wassail had
consolidated his control of the Populist Party

LIE: Another malcontent, Tom McIntyre, a former Party chairman who was a pure figurehead with
little interest in putting time in and whose was actually done for him by Wassail (who never took or
wanted credit for it) is, like Piper, long gone from the Populist Party scene and has done nothing, and
is incapable of doing, anything politically since his departure.

Paragraph 012

14 LIE: This tiny group and a few others who have been in the middle of every conflict this movement
has witnessed over the past decade and whose reputation for divisive behavior is well known, have
combined not to take over the Populist Party, but to wreck it, to satisfy their own wounded egos.

Wassall's critics do not wish to wreck the Populist Party but. instead, to free it from his grip. It is an absolute lie
when Wassail contends that his critics "have been in the middle of every conflict this movement has witnessed over
the past decade."

Honestly, if all of these people have a "reputation for divisive behavior." why did this tower of integrity-Mr. Don
Wassail-have anything to do with these personalities to begin with? After all. these are the people that Wassail

C praised in his profitable. privately-owned newsletter!

Paragraph #13

OLIE: To clarify just a few of Piper's endless stream of lies, there is no "grass roots movement" to"oust" or replace current Party leaders who are widely acknowledged to be the most able and
dedicated the Party has ever had.

If Wassail's claim is true. why, then, did numerous respected party leaders gather in Clemmons. North Carolina to
discuss -The Wassail Problem."

Very cleverly. Wassail tries to lump himself in with the -current Party leaders who are widely acknowledged to be
the most able and dedicated the Party has ever had."

The fact is that Wassail's critics do not include other executive committee members-with the possible exception
of collaborator Phil Chesler (who signs Wassail's checks. as well as his-Chesler's-ownt among the party
miscreants.

LIE: No one "seized power," or engaged in "financial improprieties."

Wassail did indeed seize power by making it intolerable for party leaders such as Chairman Tom McIntyre. Vice-
Chairman and Chairman A. J. Barker. Secretary Bill Mahler and Ballot Access Director Jim Yarbrough to continue
serving in office.

Apparently, Wassail's guilty conscience is disturbing him greatly. Never once-at least prior to the distribution of
Wassail's infamous letter-did anyone allege that he or anyone else had engaged in "financial improprieties."

LIE: In fact, most of the members of Piper's tiny band of dissidents themselves tried to seize power
last summer and fall, and were unanimously, repeat unanimously repudiated by our National Executive
Committee.



everdid *1 d misdeeds several months be r m knew that there weM problem in
.. durng the period in question. I was suffering from the personal problems mentioned earlier and not
* sd with Wassairs activities. I

As W all well knows, several executive committee members voted to accept his resignation when It was clearthat his outrageous behavior was becoming just TOO MUCH Ar the party to handle.

Paragraph 014

DIST)RTiON OF TRUTH: Don Wassail is not a dictator, or a former "office manager."

Yes. Don Wassail has emerged as a -dictator" who will put up with no opposition. Yes. Don Wassail was the former
office manager.- despite what he may think.

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: He was "unanimously elected to be the Party's first "hands on" Chairman.

Fact: Wassail was -unanimously elected- national chairman after Vice Chairman Tom Parker refused to accept
the post. No one else stepped forward and Wassail eagerly stepped into the office.

LIEDISTORTION OF TRUTH: He is "respected for his abilities and organizational talents by every
Populist Party activist in the United States."

If Wassail is as respected as he claims, why does he have to go to such extremes to proclaim his respect. Further,
why do many party founders question his capabilities and devotion to the cause. Could it be because of Wassail's
profiteering, noted above?

CVf Paragraph #15

0LIE: Piper completely twisted a recent meeting of the North Carolina Populist Party. It was a state
meeting which Populists from neighboring states attended because of the fine lineup of spea wke

Another Wassail lie. Piper was invited to the North Carolina meeting to give his own evidence against Wassail.
r) The meeting was not a 'state meeting.- As its own notice I provided by Jim Yarbrough i noted in The SPOTLIGHT.

it was a "statetregional/national" meeting I check this i.
40 Many Populists from faraway states i including John Justice of Illinois i attended the affair.

Although Wassail once conspired to throw Justice ia major contributor, out of the party. Justice (a dedicated0% Populist) stood behind Wassail, for whatever reasons of his own.
In fact, a major purpose of the meeting I which had been scheduled several weeks in advance. was to consider how

0 to deal with Wassail.
SDISTORTION OF TRUTH: There was not one word of criticism voiced about the Populist Party or its

eurrent leaders during the entire meeting.

There were several references to national party problems during the formal state meeting of the North Carolina
Populist Party. However, since it was. for the most part, a STATE meeting, the national party problems were not

a. discussed. See below, however, for further details on Wassail's lies.

LIE: The charges various former members and officers supposedly made about Don Wassail and Phil
Chesler are, again, vicious lies.

The charges made against Wassall and Chesler were made in the presence of numerous party leaders in a private
meeting on the night of Friday. February 8. 1990 (not during the formal conference on February 9 1.

That Wassail would charge that these charges were -supposedly made" and are -vicious lies" shows the extent to
which he will go to defend his own now-notorious reputation.

Think about it: Iseriously. now',: Would The SPOTLIGHT subject itself to numerous possible libel suits by
attributing false charges to a wide variety of party leaders from around the country?

Really now! The SPOTLIGHT has enough enemies in the Establishment. Why should The SPOTLIGHT permit itself
to win enemies among people who are as concerned about Donald B. Wassail's perfidy as much as The SPOTLIGHT?

LIE/DISTORTION OF TRUTH: The truth is that a few people did meet privately in a hotel room after
the meeting to air some gripes.

Whoops! Another Wassail lie. The night before the meeting in question, several party leaders met to discuss
Wassail and at that time they made the charges that were reported in The SPOTLIGHT. The evening after the state
meeting (February 91 many of the ,zame individuals once again met to discuss the Wassail Problem.
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"'_ming that Wassail would respond in his private newsletter. The Populist Observer. or in a mailing of the type
new being reviewed, party critics did ask The SPOTLIGHT to remain silent. However. inasmuch as The
SPOTLIGHT owes a responsibility to its readers who joined the Populist Party. it was determined that an
appropriate report on Wassall's activities was necessary.

Paragraph 16

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: As for our upcoming national convention, we are having It in California
because we have more members there any any other state and because we've never had a national
meeting in the West before.

Wassail insists that he has no relationship with William K. Shearer. Consider this: Wassail personally admitted to
me tduring the time when Shearer was already controversial within the Populist Partyl that he was still having
dealings with Shearer's office in San Diego. California.

Aside from that. by the way. national executive committee member Van Loman admitted (to me) that the primary
reason why Wassail had scheduled the national committee meeting in California was because it (Californiat was
inconvenient to Wassail's primary critics in the Populist Party !a clear effort to exploit the good people in the
California organization .

There is much more to be told about Wassall's relationship with Shearer -and other parties.
Has Wassail ever reported in The Populist Observer about his warm and friendly communication with the late

David McCalden 'a known agent of the ADL' I know Wassall has not reported this in his private newsletter,
despite the fact that I personally warned him of McCalden's affiliations. OMcCalden since died of AIDS.)

LE/DISTORTION OF TRUTH: That the disturbed super-lush Piper is making a big deal out of this
shows how desperate he is for material in his smear.

C0q The "big deal" has not been Wassall's relationship with Shearer. The "big deal" has been Wassail's overall
activity-as Wassail well knows. His reference to me as a "super lush" reveals how much a cornered Cobra responds
when confronted with truth.

Paragraph 17
cO

OMISSION OF FACT. The National Executive Committee has tried to show restraint through this
(N matter.

C) The National Executive Committee would respond with truth if given the opportunity. Wassail. however, has
appointed himself as the committee spokesman. The committee has shown restraint Wassail has not.

0 LIE Furthermore, we're prepared to defend the integrity of its members in all ways honorable.

Wassail's attack on the founders of the Populist Party belies his lie published in the name or the party's executive
committee. There is nothing honorable in Wassall's letter.

Paragraph 18

LIE: Instead of responding to our telegram, the most vicious smear story yet promptly appeared in
The SPOTLIGHT.

Although Wassail was informed that Mr Carto was about to formally respond 'a copy of which response is
available from The SPOTLIGHT. 300 Independence Ave.. SE. Washington, D.C. 20031 Wassail preferred to send out
his hate letter beforehand.

Paragraph 19

OMISSION OF FACT: Anyone sincerely interested in helping the Populist Party would make any
legitimate concerns they have known at our upcoming national convention.

Anyone who thinks that Wassail would permit his critics into a meeting under Wassall's control is very much
misled. That's why Wassail has scheduled his meeting for the West Coast.

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: (It should also be known that Mike Piper has been telling selected people
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The fact is that I have told numerous people that when the truth were known about Wsail and Cheler that
the could never continue to profit at party expense.

Paragraph 20

LIE: We wilil not climb down Into the sewer with Mike Piper and engage in a running mmslinging
battle. We will state our position, clearly and concisely.

Don Wassail-not the executive committee-has already climbed into the sewer. Wassail has avoided the truth

altogehter

Paragraph #21

OMISSSION OF FACT: We have never aired our disputes or problems in public before, but the
survival of the Populist Party is now at stake and we must let you know exactly what is going on and
why.

Wassail. as owner and editor of The Populist Observer. will never print the truth about his critics in the Populist
Party

DISTORTION OF TRUTH: We feel very badly for all the faithful SPOTLIGHT readers who are being
manipulated and lied to, but this is something the SPOTLIGHT must answer for, not the Populist Party.

The SPOTLIGHT feels very badly for all the faithful SPOTLIGHT readers who are being manipulated and lied to,
but this is something Donald B. Wassail-not the Populist Party-must answer for. not The SPOTLIGHT.

,q-
To the members of LIBERTY LOBBY and the Populist Party and readers of The SPOTLIGHT: Please, by all

C14 means, let me know what you think.

"q" Who is telling the truth-The SPOTLIGHT or Donald B. Wassail?

IM I need to hear from you. Please respond.
€O Sincerely.

C)

I r MICHAEL COLLINS PIPER
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Populists Reject 'Ford City Gang'
EX('LNIK"VE "I TIlE 

1
(
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lV JOHN TIFFANY

"The Ford City gang has got to go!"
That was the rallying cry of a host

of prominent national Populist Party
leaders who gathered in (lemmons,
North Carolina on the, weekend of
F'elluary 8- 10.

The Populist leaders were there to
discuss the seizure of the national
party headquarters in "ord City,
Pennsylvania. its mailing list and its
hank account by young )onald Was-
sail who--until just recently-was
only the olice malager.

Wassall's critics include an imnpres-
sive arrity of party leaders from
.iround the country who were on
hand in North Carolina to publicly-
and frankly--discuss the office man-
ager-turnd(-ch.li rnan's outrageous
conduct.

- Former National Chairman
Tom McIntyre of Pittsburgh de-
scribed Wassall's abusive, arrogant
and sometimes bizarre behavior and
how Wassail schemed to oust at least
four other current members of the
party's national executive commit-
tee: Van Loman of Ohio. Don Black
of Florida, John Justice of Illinois
and John Warnock of Arkansas.

a Former National Chairman
A.J. Barker of North Carolina de-
scribed how Wassal kept the party's
financial and political affairs secret
from Barker during the time Barker
served as national chairman.

*6 Former National Ballot Ac.

cess Director Jim Yarbrough of
Georgia described how Wassal en-
gaged in secret dealings with Na-
tional Treasurer Phil Chesler, inter-
fered with ballot access measures
and denied funds for efforts that
would have won ballot status for the
party in several states.

e Former National Secretary
Bill Mahler of Michigan described
how Wassail manipulated the execu-
tive committee to enhance his own
power and influence, sometimes in
contravention of the party's by-laws.

* Former National Secretary
,Jerry Pope of Kentucky described
how Wassail engaged in disruptive
behind-the-scenes maneuvering to
undermine fellow party leaders.

e Ralph Forbes, former direc-
tor of the David Duke for Presi-
dent campaign, described how
Wassall's intransigence prevented
the David Duke campaign from win-
ning at least $100.0() in federal
campaign matching funds.

* Marvin Seat, 1990 Populist
Party congressional candidate
from Kentucky, described how
Wassail undermined his House cam.
paign and denied him much-needed
additional funds during the cam-
paign's last days.

* Pete Godlove, chairman of
the PopMlat Party of ,
described how Was"a ha e" to
keep total control of the uational
party structure and flnanm. and
how Wassail has smeared many of

v

mils bo .. . &. -
DONALD B. WASSALI. WILLIAM K. SgAR

. . . Ford City promoter Donald It. Wassail, who ousted several
respected Populist Party leaders and then seized control of the
national party office, says it is "untrue" that he is conspiring with
his fellow lawyer and California counterpart, William K. Sharer.
Nonetheless, Wassail intends to hold his next meeting in Shearer's
Golden State stomping grounds.

his critics by accusing them of eing founder Willis A. Carto hut al&hostile "agents." fused to pay legitimate party Wa* Jess Malcolm, former chair- and how Wassail spent a miimal
man of the Populist Party of amount of party funds supportingWest Virginia, described how Was- candidates and on ballot access.
sail objected when Malcolm-new at During the North Carolina confer-the time to the party-sought to ence former chairman McIntyre
have a voice in national party af- drafted, in his own handwriting, afairs. Wassail preferred to keep abso- judiciously worded resolution con-lute power in his own hands, demning Wassail's activity and urg-e Michael Collins Piper, spe- ing action be taken to a ialOw aotacial correspondent for The The resolutim ws e byka Om,SPOTLIGHT, described how Was- Populists heo .a asq
sal not only intrigued against party sleighto-handi i111'W



ftK .. - -- A. I ' k .. I r.,k

41282 3 15209412,821-3321

February 28, 1991Tom Mclmyre
Cr

Jim Yarbroush

Jerry Pope

Phiip Chesier

A.J. @Oker

('4 W.A. Cane
C4 &01f C .

vm D. Le

FrW SPMA**u

bailey Smk

Roben Samford

Cb UH. edr

Robin H. w~ms
M mp

Populist Party Executive Committee
P0 Box 11546
Cincinnati, OH 45211

Gent lemen:

This is in response to your wire of February 14. Toproperly formulate a response I must go back to 1984,the year I resurrected the name of the Populist Party,
wrote the platform with the assistance of Bob Weems,named all of the original officers, hired various pro-fessionals, set up the organizing she, wrote the by-laws, wrote the fund-raising letters, used the maiinlists of LIBERTY LOSSY and The SPOYMMT, rased abouta million dollars, organised the fondaties" ntimal
comittee meeting in Nashville which gave a li eto the party, generally presided over all. 4of the i0rt-ant organizing det&ils--,end mVafty not to i0etamg-abd
did so for no financial oqieneation at all, and very
little appreciation from anyone.

In fact, LIRT LOWY lent to the patty 1100 $200,000
in startup costs (an historically tiy -figure f4or 1atwas acoplished), gave page after page in The LIETas publicity, and suffered greatly from the 80% of our
people who either did not join the party or actively
opposed it.

we also suffered from two deadbeats and troublemakers
named Bill Shearer and Bob Richards. And we have suffered,
and are still suffering, from the Federal Election Comm-
ission (FEC) which has cost Mike Piper, Blayne Hutiel and
me great trauma and LIBERTY LOBBY much money.

That year I made mostly correct decisions but made mistakesas well. The second worst mistake was selecting Bob Richards
as the candidate; the gravest mistake--indeed, it was fatal
for the Populist Party of the United States--was accepting
the offer of Bill Shearer to bring in the American Indepen-
dent Party of California in order to give us ballot position
in the largest state.

omm~

h
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AOfter Shearer proved his evil malice by chartering a new Populist Party
And thereby destroying the legitimate party and almost the whole move-
mant, I was forced to start again rather than see all my work and the
work of others go for nothing. So I got together a group of the loyal
party members and called the meeting of January 31, 1987 in Washington,
D.C. which approved new bylaws for the Populist Party of America (which
I wrote). The first meeting of the national committee adopted them on
March 7, 1987.

At that time I made another mistake by accepting Don Wassall as the
Executive Director. I can claim this as not being my fault, however,
as I did not know his character.

7 (Mike Piper cheerfully admits to having been, in his words, "taken in" by
Wassall. Mike notes that had he acknowledged the early warning signs
about Wassall for what they proved to be, he would not have recommended
Wassall for the job.)

I do not apologize, however, for having asked Tom McIntyre to serve as
Populist Party National Chairman. Tom--far more than Don Wassall, in
particular--understands what populism is all about.

During the national convention in St. Louis in 1987, Tom told me he was
C4 going to resign as chairman because he could not continue working with

Don Wassall. I, however, prevailed on him to remain.

This illustrates Tom's continuing cQimitment to the principles of populism.
Be refuses to play along with Don's *musical chairs" intrigue which has
been the hallmark of the Populist Party since I left the executive comm-
ittee in March of 1989.

As before, it was my purpose to give life and direction to the partyo structure, hoping against hope that the leaders would heed my ounsel,
based on experience, and not make the same mistakes all previous
attempts to set up a new party have made for the last 30 years or so.

O But I had other obligations and could not extend myself any further,
let alone seek to control the party.

During the preparations for the national committee meeting to be held
in Chicago on March44, 1989, I suffered the tragic realization that
the fate of the Populist Party of America would be the same as all pre-
vious efforts. The realization came about when Wassall sabotaged the
excellent program I had drawn up as chairman of the program committee.
It was then I knew that the course of the party was to be downhill all
the way after then and I wrote a 3-page letter to the executive committee
stating I was dropping out, which was delivered by Mike on March 1. A
copy of that letter is appended which speaks for itself and spares me
having to recount the details.

I will also append a copy of the cover letter to the program I developed
which I sent to all committee members on February 13, 1989. This is
very important because it enunciates some of the vitally important guide-
lines which are absolutely essential to be observed by the leaders of
any successful new party. For instance, the elimination of a Platform
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Camttmee, purging yo-yos and hobbyists from party leadership a"d *ftd-
inq the mistakes which every new party effort has succumbed to heretofore,
such as getting bogged down in speechifying rather than action aftd the
playing of musical chairs for title. rather than organizing. I kneW
that the Chicago meeting would be the prototype for all subsequent such
meetings and if it was not done properly then it never would be,

Since Itrecognized the inevitable and dropped out in March, 1989, 1 have
had absolutely nothing to do with the executive commnittee nor has my
advice been asked. I have not attempted to interfere in the party's
affairs in any way, shape or form but I have continued to support the
state organizations thinking that possibly some inspirational and organ-
izational genius would arise and put the party into shape.

in fact, this is all that will save the party from exactly the fate of
all the others. one man has to come forward capable of exercising
authoritative control within the democratic framework. THERE IS No0
OTHER POSSIBLE SOLUTION. Sadly, I see no one on the scene capable of
this.

All of this is very sad. If the party had continued according to my
co plan of 1984, today there would be populists in Congress and elected

off icials all over the nation. We would probably not be at war. A
C~4 real Populist Party effort manned by honest and capable leaders woId

be the only alternative to the rampant political criminality we now
have. That nothing like this is even remotely in sight has to be laid
mainly to two persons,, William K. Shearer and Donald B. Wassail.

co in specific reply to your wire, here are some of the actions or lack
of then which have impelled me to notify our subscribers of the wreckage
of the current Populist Party national office.

0 My decision to make this notification was made after much thought. Al-
though it is difficult to carry bad news to credulous and good hearted
patriots, it would be a dereliction of duty for me to permit continued

C, ignorance on the part of our subscribers about a matter directly affecting
the well-being of many of them. They expect The SPOTLIGHT to tell them
the truth, as we always have.

*The party's filings with the FEC reflect serious deficiencies in an
emphasis on party-building and raise numerous questions about conflict
of interest and personal profiteering. A letter to the editor published
in The SPOTLIGHT on March (a copy of which is attached) summarizes this
matter all too well, although there is much more that can be--and may be--
said. Several persons who have examined the FEC reports and who have
other "inside" knowledge of the party's affairs have provided The SPOTLIGHT
with additional information of a highly inflammatory nature.

The sum total of Don's personal profiteering, through the Populist ob-
server, has yet to be calculated fully, and probably never will be.
Suffice it to say, the party would have served its own interests better
by heeding the advice of Van Loman early on and purchasing Don's interest
in the newsletter. The party lost tens of thousands of dollars in revenue
that went to Don and which should have been routed into the party's bank
account on the way to the vast sea of political opportunity awaiting.



Rtichard Winger, the nationally-known ballot access authority who has
provided invaluable assistance to the Populist Party for the last seven

yars has dropped the Populist Party from his newsletter's columnar
listings of Oird* parties seeking ballot access in 1992. Although

numerous left-wing splinter groups are already winning ballot status
for 1992 this year, the Populist Party is not. According to winqe,
there are nineteen states where the party could already have been work-
ing to get on the ballot during the period of April through October,
1990 (the period during which intra-party intrigue appears to have been
Don Wassall's primary interest).

I will name those states in the event Don has not provided this inform-
ation to the executive committee: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, California,
Delaware, Hawaii, Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada,
New Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah
and Vermont.

* I note that the Populist Party has a new platform. This is one evidence
of Wassall's megalomania. Neither he nor the executive committee has
the authority to change the platform. This is a power reserved exclus-
ively to the national committee. It is incredlbe to me that a man who
says he is a lawyer would arrogate this power to himself or to a body

0% which is supposed to be the creature exclusively of the national committee.
C4 The Populist Party has to endorse liberty under law, not unilateral,

will-o-the-wisp changes willy-nilly to the statement which is an integral
part of the party. For this contempuous act alone Wassall should beremoved.

40D This is most definitely not to say that I endorse the idea of a Platform
CAmittee at national committee meetings nor any changes at all in the

0, platform except updating the figures. One of the distinctive charac-
teristics of the party as I envisioned it was to be the stability of its

0 platform, as distinct from the political opportunism of the platforms
of other parties.

0 * Wassail has also changed the colors of the party and changed the falcon-
phoenix to an eagle. This is another indication of not merely his illegal
high-handedness but radical political stupidity. It should be obvious
to all that such a change cannot be made by one man nor by the executive
comittee. What is this meat that Caesar feed on? Only the national
committee has the authority to change the image of the party, isn't
that obvious? The founding national committee of the party selected
the colors and the emblem. Green was selected precisely because it was
NOT the colors of every other party and is the color of life and re-
generation and was as distinctive as the party itself once was and the
falcon-phoenix was selected precisely for the same reasons.

Have the executive committee considered that this change makes obsolete
every pin, flag, drinking mug, letter and banner in the country that
loyal members have invested in? Do they really believe that this change
will attract even ONE new member to the party? Is the next change to be
in the party's name? Or are Wassall's arrogant changes merely a grat-
uitous slap at me? Whatever the reason, this alone characterizes Don
Wassail as a political nerd.
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* There is the matter of the alleged national committee meeting that
will be held in California at some still-undetermined time and plha.
First of all, this is clearly illegal and void and ultra vires. Yhe
national committee is commanded by the bylaws to meet the first Satur-
day in March. Has any legal change been made in these bylaws? I
doubt it. Therefore, the meeting will be a sham and any and all actions
taken there will be illegal and of no effect. Don should consult a
lawyer.

Secondly, why in California? This is the one state where there should
be no national meeting. There is very little chance, even consid-
ering the active Populists in that state, that the party, with its
inept national leadership, can get on the ballot there. Wassall knows
this. The only reason Bill Shearer's AIP is on the California ballot
is because George Wallace put it there. Do we have a George Wallace?
There is another reason perhaps that Wassall wants the meeting in
California--that is to form an alliance with Bill Shearer, and there
have been rumors to the effect that he is in touch with Shearer for
this purpose. I don't have to comment on this any further. The only
other possible real reason I can think of that Don may want the meting
there is because it is so out-of-the-way that no one will come from
out of state and he can then perpetuate his tin soldier pretensions
of leadership.

A national committee meeting should be held when the bylaws commmd and
in a location which will augment the party's overall strategy.

Frankly, under Wassall's grip, the party will not be able to survive
because there is no possibility that can ever result in anything *eept
a drain on sincere patriots and a sinecure for wassall.

Rather than make this any longer, I will stop here, believing that the
above is a full response to your telegram _except to say. that- ouR in-
tent is to continue to support populism, of which we have been the re-
vivers and primary expositors. It is a shame that this salvatLonal
political philosophy is not understood by some persons in the natLonal
leadership. And we intend to continue to support all honest and even
marginally effective movements that advance the populist cause. If we
can ever be of assistance to such efforts, please do not hesitate to
call on us.
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I'i 1-. M 'MI3F.RS oF rm;t FXF.CUfTIVr CO!'IITTEF:

I nom ne~rrv tha t I w i I qq t h i q weekend's events. There
itv' n number or ro'wsutm-. r hn"vP mad.e this discis ion. Some or then
1(1110W blot al.,Ro Ihere i,% the sim;'1c fact thott I reel that I
Oitilc no lonster ;-- 1.*r ILC: mv I imes rar the Pop'lixt PartT as its
IenderaRh i .- L n niow unris L itii tep. fIoln'%- manv commitments and
trankLy elftvi mnkiut lte derisirni vo, to nttend I feel as it j,
'*rot-ot. weittht Isan tter i-atr r-iom my ahoulders.

Lt is impvrtnist to s~':.htnout the record. howvvr. and
in,:t.j the puerpose rtr Lhi.s& tltLr. which I am eirculatlng oftly

to Lisp e~xecittLve committee arid no one else.

I "ve I i .qtened Lo, Use recorel ing .41ike made o f the conference
s-ni1 ofh last niuht. sivid am tijti' aL some of the information.
rivtat. or -ill. reu.irdiuiv Governor hiechatm. it. is true that I did

*:uI inrrv Fveriuhno, on rtsenav. mr purvose wait to find out it
the atiteLiciet wax n% load in Arizonna 1 rbhod been informed.
Ifairrv told me that. 4eclitto"4 0Pmip,4-throtich the Ari1amna.
Hejoid ,i which hni cleticattew i t-elf to destrovinq hteapwore
mutkitim hjim:appehrirve ni. wir istionnL committee meeting its a
g':ute relebre in nts :iti.t*NPt ts estroy him. callinq him about
tscerv nnme in the hunck. incliusditsa spparontly the wnrstt nf aJll--
g'ef l10ie evi nv ill 1,'t "l~loornsixt." because of his AIleged

t nsk..d "arrv i f he itmicht I liat Mechrim waitid cancel.
Ifiri 4njaic Uint he did ' not kniow Or he wouild or not. I said that

a n': big boy :uul IC tieb did ,- decide thot. I wouild linderstand
I,,. tso i t i ronso.'.o v-- u1.Iuin. wil d imi,. I him t~o do this.

I iii-]l iow va t tt It:,rrv* to rivia oust ex.:oct1 what he had told
iE%r, %%uirrvi m ~ny*ir 11int he' toluI Don WassAll the sho~e and

:11%.,n old Dlon tivh: ho t ieud. r ind'I c.,1 e Mecham 1 tter in that
tI;i%* :utidi nl@ %r~nn as I%(, jot Iimo nn the line Mechstm told him thot. h#S

oricdr-el ntot. to rome rid Orentdv iqantet hORs tsktpoent t~o the
t'u1P14R. linrry qniii 11i :l hc% hnot I,1.t Don thia.

ri otlst-r wnokq . I .t nig h t. D~on Wrunal verv wf!- I knew thitt I
1.:,,i -timoltitely vso. ,aii iii. t~o ito w i r Mprham~' dec i aion even thouch
low Is I omed itle l'no I I

Pfl)hIV'FR Tn Tr //FProPip



incidentittlve f slidi inteed rAil Mocham on ruesdavr fort'Uo
;'rpnoj% of %tvisirlit him tint it wAs very unLikely that David Duke
wisisla toe the-re. His '.r-nfr sid lie was butsy und took my
111101mI.,. L plACeelI thi% CAl.l Iefo'e talkins to Dutke and Don and
'.l1ipg. (Dnn c:a11eel jgg3 its I wa%% I.iking to David and wait

Isaifd ill A*t t.fh~t imt luvid wAid what we had ^11 expetod
tor, *,v-riti e :tmst rel' -t~ttLrt not make it to Chicago.

,%ctAev* thiq ral1 0 ov. merhntm retutrned my eAr-ji- call. t toLd
jp ilrr I urnq sonrry% i te:v his hold deeirled not t~o come and that the

il'irron!' or rity eat1 w;,-. t. % l-l 1him. I.hnt Duke would not be therP.
lie* *4,1 iid t0ha it 1 *a~ ,; O i .-i tei tr e tverse h imsc* I and I asured him

r'hoI i-. not thle ^nLy insf~airr of deceit f have encountered
wt.0t Doin. The mru1 . C I tfhle -terida Is so outrageous it is funny.
Don'% senditiq oul. t* thep rirs. dIraft of' my agonda when he very
well1 know 1.1int it wits rohsolete needs no Pmbellishment. No know
Mitrr t had made MiL *A* Us^" chatiuex he demanded because!t had read
it refC to him dutrinig oine or his interminabLe telephone caLLe on
Fritiny. Fehoriarv 21. 1q I t do itr know why he demanded that t
%ptttl hism a hard cowr vin overnigsht. Federal Express.

(,ucider,laLty. his '.ie'iuinau resst Lte obsolete proqra of Mine,
wit, his own nnd a letter val Iinic the seoting of Inst. night woks
neow ni' t*.it it was% :% tLotat waste of money and time. (7o
ititltst urt lsix irsr'tes% Attitlob toward party funds he, dont, two
jenreels Lo Nlike nnft we -et tho sameo address rat)her than tmetne
loth in otne g'sirei' roe' Poich of u.

I tinjt. that ud'iltuitety nnt-loisru w^24 act-omlLshed during the
isse.-t iti nf tnut tvgtt c%c#'jsL to %rive mob a hard tie. so the,
m.etitse war% totaLly tuttiLe nn -% comPlete waste of time and party
mone'tav :* was otov ituw' it. would toe.' wisi1ch i s why I opposed it.

Porhapt's tint at trit.il wit.' of' time. T note that one thing
wnsa ~Ipse~'-aey tts -40"t, th1e exactitive committee
tu."Linw at 1; p.m. in accortinrt, wiLli Don's wishes rather than ait
i m.a r had it. This mettitR th1-At those who get there before

%!.will ritid their t-ime p slI wAsted. rite hylotwe state, that
r it oltiorim in. present. n moet inq can Lve held. Also. that -in

:tbsc'vir member ran tive hini troxy'. rostponins this seeting with
.. 1 t LrHi hitttirte-~4 -RI. hanol i-4 childish And irres4.ponsible. Or is

it. thu' tirr'ne to matIzr' i.ims' so *4.iort that no mention will be made
ofu thln mttter ,f' tht- ownership of' the newsletter? One reason .1
itavo ee:icrnl riot t~o v ,", iq that T resent. having to twiddle my
0heIM11's tot .1 ie hot '



t iIn m'f view. tile w'rvaent Orohiem has been cRUstri by Det
op -ection or former liberal 80"nateor 1;Onf McCarthy, whom t had

qtr'hestioled to come ror nothiti. wit~h him and Plaul Cann we won Id
hAve had ^ -*ombiiuntiaf Lhat. wouid htavt caused the mediate #yes to
11114 Out. It woulif tmnvi hoen n reAl cotip. And who can Possibly
f'ailt. iis tr boti Ilivstc it hriatee tA the head of Another Part. wh
1 4 ur%* nt. i ke is. L#) vet. oni '4t At.e tin -ts. Thi1s is a "cry- rea
ins.ue. nnl #une thn. -Jim V~qrhrnsoqI, ha@4 been in constant 0V e
commevvcation with, 'iIlew.l ^nfl tehrtist porties. atbout. yet.I Don
wna% heirri rird xt thin itten. If* I-- load grnec wi th the proiram I
lisel liv ied tM-ta r(*>c'art.hv . and'il.:--ni of tjiq, 15wokld have
list topla,,v.. .

*~1r~av,,~l~t.lie tiiil'* 4cistatlipr; I hud Don wstnt.t Aa those who
:%r.' liuutedl bv t.h1f I t. Rhre-oiltihe steLf-evidlent to anyone that
if %I' losove At .OhArte 1) $get. -4omes lorens covoraige that is not truly,
rieio.ts. w#- %hc'silit obnthtsflttiv'atly qeize it. I am genitin.Iy
myst.i fled at Dan'-. 'uitiPhi-4ti(nto-d position.

I tin veqryr sia to nee that thsis second attempt to croato
Pooneinst. rsti-ty appears to he goti the same way as the firtt . r
Iotexii en lsm'c altWAF4 hern--And * have repeated this over ad ever
:,,tti. parirstlatlyv I-) Don. who #toes not understand it-thAt Our
lot' is to ht'ild ai party. not. Co lot involved in the slow sort of
nosisense that has kLLed everv "third" party effort tor th. past

Life in too %hort. for e to plot up with deceiver%,,
misqlea:drs aind other norts of vo-yos. This is why t have dcided
loot is) ev"in nn uvno:*citvr wit~h the party Atler my toem e'cpires
with #.he .*iof o roew orf itc.'t on Sunday.

Sjrincere 1"

Willi A. t

t..I called Patit unnn tis. mornint t~o tell him t wouild not be
t~here. I sa.id tht. r -.impiv cotild not Make it. I hope that
s'vatt oftiver- hsivr' 1ii" sefnse ;ind decency to IteAt his as the
%itr%, impor.anr. ritir itt. tiek

W.AC/ it,.-
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Thanks for the warning

about the takeover of the
Poplist Party's headquar-
ters in Ford City PeInlva-
nia, its mailing list and its
bank account by attorney
Don Wassail and the so-
called Ford City Gang

(SPOTLIGHT, Feb. 18 and
25).

As founding national
chairman of the Populist
Party back in 1964, 1 hardly
reognize the "party today.

Wassail has changed the
historic party logo. the tradi-
tional party color, and he's
rewritten the platform and
the by-laws. I've even heard
he intends to change the
name.

Despite this. I hope that
all sincere Populists will con-
tinue to work to support
their local Populist Party af-
filiates until the mess at the
national level can be cleaned
up. ROBERT WEEMS

Founding Chairman
Populist Party

HARD FACTS
rve studied the Populist

Party's filings with the Fed-
eral Election Commission.
These records confirm the
charges made against the
"Ford City Gang."

For example, in 1990. the
gang had $219.215.94 in
their coffers and spent
$192.683.46. Of that. only
$10.023-less than 4.6 per-
cent of the total-was given
to Populist Party candidates.
And that amount was divid-
ed among 23 candidates in

seven states.
Yet, fully $34.000 was paid

in salary to Office Manager
Don Wassail whose starting
salary (just a few years ago)
was only $24.000. This is a
whopping 44.6 percent pay
hike, even bigger than the
infamous congressional pay
steal.

This does not includ, an
additional $5,749.46 that
Wassail received for Opetty
cash reimbursement," or
$14,000 that was paid to
Wassail in 1969 for - tp.
tions to his then-;;utv Y
owned newsletter, the Pp-s
ulist Obser e.

An additional $*,M.36
was given to party Tramo
Phil Chesler. A wrn k his
employ received $S2JlU.

Clearly, party buildlq is
not one of the Ford City
Gang's prioritie

DALLAS NUAYR
Selinsgrove. Pennsylva
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VOPUL ST PA "Y
SNATIONAL C0MMTr11g

• o: asiwmen, rogranm Comitteo (V.A.etrto)
To: Program ousmittee e Poe Bill Whler, Don Jessell,TOmliclntye, John Justice)
Mate: February 13, 1989

4

Attached Is ' draft of the program for this year's nationsl op- tte
seeting. A number of important procedural questions may be deolded
at the meeting of the executive commIttee, Noch 3. please use the
enclosed envelope to send me your suggestions or improveents and I
will prepare a semi-final draft.

This meeting is very important because it vill be a "procodent" for
future meetings. Thus, we will shape the internal structure and
procedure a preat deal in Chicago.

Our party is fundamentally different from .the big parties beoouse
tr) we surely cannot twist our policies to suit ambition.. Our
to problem is to raise political victories from a solid platforn of

principle, obviously far more difficult. Honce, our row-due- nd
organization must be shaped to conform to this.

r,10 For example, any platform changes should be In the natur of updates
.0* only, such as bringing facts and figures up to datc. 21ms we will
0 waste no time on a platform oommtteoe. Aleo, we do nt W t-,to
0waste time with changes In party ergsnsoeten Uicb do m sftrs

to the business of organizing and building the party and re dt-
6 signed only to play musical chairs. Democracy internally is necessary

but it must be combined with responsible management; above all we
cannot let party decisions be made by votes on petty details. More
organizations have been totally wrecked by carrying deoe y to
extremes of chaos and anarchy than by any other single cause.

We will attract members who are willing to work (the only ones we want)
only by displaying purposeful action, leading to progress forward.
All of the others, I hope, will speedily drop out when tbey discover
that shearerism is gone and we ore not play-acting. The other aide
of this coin is to advance people only according to their ability.

We can actually build a serious party if we do thin.

POWER TO THE PEOPLE



1Facts Ad 1

The SPOTLIGHT and its pub-
fisher, Liberty Lobby, hare re-
ceired inquiries resulting from a
deluge 6f misinformation emanat-
ing from Ford City. Pennsylrania.
The following sets the record
.Mtright.

"I %lit - F1 Cool 1.1%.. Pil't N
During the %car 190 an incredihle arra%

or strane Ps ent' hegan in render the natiofal
Populisl Part% immobile. This %%a unhe-
knoomIt Mot part% memhers Few were
aware of the turnoiL. Secrets were being kept.

It %os not een until late last year that
The s 1O rLl(;HT itself learned of the prob.
lems facihg the part%. This is all the more
ironic ,ince-after all-4t oas The SPOT-
LIGHT and its publisher. Liberty Iobb..
thal brought the Populist Part. into being.

(lbvkut1y an insesligaltmn of party affairs
was in order. The SPOTLI(;HT took on the
heasy burden of bringing forth the hard
facts about the controverss to its readers.

am of whom are party members.
For esping tin panti the sad detai. The

SPOTLI;HT and several founding men-
'J hers of the parmt i myqelf in parttculart bao e

been subjected to a series of defamator%
r smears mailed to part. members at part;

expense by a self-promoter who is using
co paty e for his own ends

These lies are the sorry work of the
, enmtic Donald IL Wam who siartd out

11ml, the nger Of the pat.' naim

Todas . jus four ye.-a later. %a%*AU k the
undisputed master of Ahat remains of the
national office of the Pnpulit Party. %ot
ash is he natinal chairman but he - ala

C the oell-paid director of the part%'%
headquarters and editor of it'. ne ,leftter.

It ') He controls the party's da.-t,-da. affairs.
it oki orga. its pora oire bas. its hank

(y . acoutl its credit card. its 'ebicle and its
% auade maling list.

Although Iassal started out at a aar
of Sl9..M quite generous considering the
party's precarious financial conditiont. he
demanded repeated pay hikes so often that
%ithin several years his salary swelled to
S.34A00. its current level. This is a 'hopping
74 percent pai hike. esen bigger than the
infamous 3. percent congressional pa steal
of 199.

Additionalli-and. again. unkno-n to
most part% members-Wassall %ma% al-
profiting personall. through his priajte
ownership of the Populist Obserrer
newsletter t-hich mot people thought-
%ronglo-as owned h, the part% I.

Wassail adamantly refused to turn
onnership of the neucletter oer to the
part%. He onlt did so under ht. ' pressure
in 1990 after ha% ing made untold Ihomusand
of dollars in personal profit at the part%'s
espense.

t the Populisfarty 0 0 0

tthile party members thought their (laty. the esploqtie nature of these
subrription at Ithe nearskenr mere helping financial improprieties I a matter that

Jund the pe., the o1W u-0. in fat. gw*ag Utf'vool k determined to kee under urap.
to lWassail ealf. In 1981t and 1989 Wesse/ He prefer-. instead to make malicious
received a total of 523.51 -monei that. peronal attacks ton those fbe hae
righty. should here been channeled into the questihowd his stes'ardship.
partvs coffers. (His 1957 profits remain a To protect his p'ockethook. assmaIl has

beYgr.) heun to engage in an epensise dire mail
In fact. Wasall secretl arranged ti ha'e campaign cosling aspershi*s on hi, critic .

the part%'% campaign account pa for his Ironicalh. it Aa% not until %er. recenlh.
o'mn monlhl% rental contract ton the that Itassall. hardl. known outside the
computer "hich he ,%assallh used it Populist Part. fof Pennslhania. ro.e to
producr hit priatlch toned neA %letter. %udden pr,,minence in the national mose.

The nature of Ysassll\ prisate profiteer. ment.
ing brtme% esident %hcn one ctmsiders the In 19x7. i'hen the party was being re.
rei elalions that appear in VAasatl$ onn encrgi:ed. it was this writer, a reteran
filings 'ith the Federal Election Com. S'OTLIGHTcorrespondent. who nominated
mision. tWossall for the post of office manager Of the

For example. in the year 1990 lttall pharty's soon-to.be.establithed new national
controlled $219.215.94 in the party coffers. headquarers.
He spent S192.6.1.16 of the amount. 1 / assall Ha% ing serred as the founding director of
,are only a paddling 510.02.1--less than 4.6 khe part *s national oftice in the Libert.
,percent of the ttal-tn Populitt Party !Lobb. headquarters in 14104. 1 believed-at
candidate%, forcing 23 people running in 7 #that time--that Wassal. an effective state
stales to diride the sum among themselres. leader. was a good choce for this important

SMarsin Seat, the towering Kentucky IpePitio.
Ilopulist oho ran for Congress in IMo. isj Wassail was not only interested in the
-€ nced that he could have won his opportuilt. but available. fHe was them
campaign if I aall had provided him .working as an apprentice in a small law
much-needed st-minuse support. il

When Seat Itl spent much of his aon Concurring with mv asossment. the
ane. as the effmi 0 ran %o ar fnds. he foundim executive committe, if the parto

appealed to WM leermined to Seep as gave Wassal the job. Thus. Wasson was
much of the mone as he could. tassal imutaled in ubot was then the PIsburgh
turned dew Sa and e'es refused to accept office f the newt- reinvigotd part'.
the anddate-S phone ca. , AN but one of those feuding members

Furher. according to Jim ar' h the base since quit the party in disgust at
parte "s former national ballot access Ui Wl5 su nt devirnttve ani.t
director. Itas l alo refused to provide I also Itse tagnsall's state m sleter a
funding for the part! in AhtLa where the bost sugesting that it he deqignted the
parl. was u itin oriking distance of gtting part% ' national newsletter. Not knowing
irn the ballut thatt Uassa l intended to esploit the part!

%tasA and party treasurer Pi c-e. journal for bis personal enrichment.
his coe cdllaboralr. sad that .rhas oas In fact. it Uas I who prepared the party 's
"no important." In fact. boeoter. a third first fund-raising endeasor including a
parlt candidate %a% elected g oerfw of the special memo sent to SPOTLI(HT sub-
largest slate in IM99(. helying Itassall and %cribers urging them to subscribe to
Cheler's political ignorance. %%asalt' neosletter.

Chesler's intrmauigene here is interesting .llthagk the fund-raising efforr cest ike
in that during this same .rear Chesler paid peni thousands of dollars to pnt sd mail.
himself $6.970.35 to handle Ike porty's Itas oi nerer.-rpeat nerer--Mmbirsed the
records and an additional $2.312.99 to a paerr for 50 percent of the cost as he right.
women in his employ. 1.411 prerious party fully shvuld hant. 1Wssail receivedfert fret
treasurers sened without compensation.) -aluable advertising from which he reaped

Varhrough notes further that during the thousands of dollars in personalprofL
period of April through October. 1990 Wassa-l's debt remains outstanding, and
iduring hich time Wassall's primary -in siolation of the lau-has never been
interesl 'as intra-part intriguel. the reported to the Federal Election Com.
Populist Part could hate been seeking 1992 mission.
alot status in full% %esenteen other %tales: At the time 'A assall was named office

Ilabama. %ritona. Delauare. Hawaii. manager. Tism Mclntre oPitfssburgh_..,whe
Kansas. Nlar.land. Michigan. Montana. had alread% run ror Congress on the
%ebra,,ka. %esada. %e- Mesico. %orth Puapulisl P-'rts ticket- a, elected national
Car-lina. ()re-tin. South Carolina. Siouth chirmjn.
lDak-I:a. I tah and \rrnunt.

\oi a in--le penn% tf part mione% Aj%

appropriated h% Wasjll fw this, purpose.



Du.ig mhis s n ur hor ,

soate part. galerings r rem eesnh,
ct.. This despite the (act that Wine% re
heM dme a tultIm Jeb rreepnlb far a
trw af 41 0% mm wewl.nt under him.

.tcfhultre Uem discnosered Oungh that
Wacea us determinled It keep the parts N
affatfi ericll) under hi- es-Iotise cenrol.
Uamall deliheralr kept %IUlnire In the
dark about partp alTair%--includin. par-

culkr. financial matter%.
Afelatyre and many other parts members;

Swer ee lrAed-si nd rightlt eta-ihat tta%,ol
Wes; efwx hard to rech and Iloat the p!trr'
keedqmlNerq. we olr empry. Crew tho.i.h
%Isvall was being paid tt, m,,ri .full timr.
Rumors abounded that Basall %a%
prarticing last awhile ,,n the parts payroll.

(*ampeaunding the damage. flisall
mnsed the part. headquarter% aca. Fram
NIclntere', home oilt or Pittsburgh and
relocated the office in rural Ford Cit%.
Pennyl vania. further isolating %Iclntc re
from the party's da' -in-eda. huiness.

'asall claimed that he uanted to utilioe
s-Iunteer support from P-pulise Part- m-m.
hers i thas communit% uhich it the hoame
hame of ne of the heg ooganised lescal part.
alflist ie the Etio.

Howesver. rceerding to Ford City party
klder Dow Erler end Samuel Cress t wh,
both ren for effire on fie Populist Prt-
tk*etj. REsMU or*&r ignorwd tke facet parv.
newer affended ft merins. and proihitrd
pam member fin. usIng the Jfle[eferilities.

And imtead of hosing dunteer . nme in
to sst him. Waetal used the wan ads t,
hire local women i h. were not parts
-" u vpert. eto uk fer bin.
tkimaleh. like seseral ither restpected

prtsleaders %ldnt%,reecd it wa ms mre
upprupriane to e his po rather than teo cametme hais with lLaaa

" "uffice i %a.t. I reti-ned h-aute hi,
qr iuoonleect Inward me became intlerahle.-

%ltIn. re tald The SP'TLIGHT. It it
Icnt.re% candid pereanal eainiws Iat the

) lawyer %a%%all held him in contempt
etau-se he. Mclnstre. is a blue-collar

O'eotran Ce bwa alhas claimed te
he n. psitm %aid %lclnt% re. -1 hbp the
Populist Parts will succeed and elect
candidale% througheut the count--ta ha
alwais been mt deire-but I hase great
dnubi about that due to the sa-leadership
that the part% has under Don aall.

Welsell has nor leeled a series of
incredibly malicious personal attac% on
Mcintyre. one of tke most weu-liiAed part"
teaders in the coutrT, the popular Jim
I'err k notwithstanding. Thit despite the
fat thai tlassallferrmerly had nothing but the'
highest praise for .fclntr in the pagc% of his
newsletter. "Either Dot was /ring about me
then. comments .llnrre with a laugh. "'or
he'sl.eing now."

at other welI.Lanm partl
hetauvtit their peru mal eperteue
it prudent tea rto~hn Thyinclde

* Papalt Ibn. Asunder BU1lk ..ome:
* Fanrer national chairman AJ. Iarker

af %wlh Carolina:
* I#wnnr nalimal %rearS 31 Iahler ol

Nl-higan:
- Former nalonal hUllo aceerv dirtow

Jim Varhnogh e0 ( erosgia:
- Fawner nalitmal ,ecret'lar Jetm Pope of

Kentuck.s.
lclntl'rr has additinnall. reseak-d that

Sasall I priet III asuming coompirle tontra
eat the p.ari a c,,npirrd tit oout three other
c'urrent ct-nihmr, at the evcutise clommit.
Itcv %.on Lianan or ()hia: lten Imlack far
I hrid.a end .1almn Justice et (shift. Itefearr
r-%i..non- hiW% tn ptst. %lenli.re manae-ovd
Il %uffile ll\ plet ae'-Jint the three
mtht-rs. Li.penan. irenicalls. ha% since emerged
as - paid splkkrmin fer fo assll.

The rc,'iai,,n h f the party ft under eate
tla%%all a 'errn light'* tn do as he pleased.
rtInntng the "raoni.'ttp as his own rrirate.
not,,ee , .paning direct mail rnterprise which

€annit. hr scn %Ire Irk of /he truth. t
',,tdrrrd a Ieruitimnate political "pamr a%

r'on tited under eta laffs utrol.
Nua there %a% little, if an%. real rnersi ht

far d% nalr daitea dao Actis itir -intluding.
mome impearantly. counting Ihe bndreds efd
thousands ef dlltars that poured into Ihe
part'% *% p1e office h0e--much of it ic as-h.

%incr asuming contrl eof the purl' at the
nalnnal leel. %aall has a maolted hi%
nuira2te-aV actii'ilies b% farther actians

,alets eof his oe don which base had a
trensende to demraliMGO m acen part*

member% acrim the ceutrs:
a-all h floeted the panr.' h%-la%%.

%cheduling to censtculise na'liwna
eaminker meetin-.s an dalte md ak--e.tn
in the b .avm indlian the upcoming frt
sIltdiM the Los %nae am

In fact Uasall hat, ns crapprd the
t-riinal h. -Iaw, and replared them with
ncw land illegal. h-IaA s which een
include-and this i 6 abolutel ire-i,
hitarre prni'iim I. put part% memhtrs tan
trial ir the) are accused f "disiden'acts it'.

%asall has also %crapped the pan% "
care ull crafted platfewm and replaced it
Aith a ceancactin oaf his nan that has
alread. coame under criticism. %rtis ist% in
the he-allh freedom arena. fw ea mple-an
important part of the populist msement
-ntte that Waall has dropped the part,% "%
stand in raciw eil health freedom.

*assal has scrapped the hislriC and
unique land %en moticeablel erieinal part%
Il0an. suhlituting an aeslhelicall%
utnhalanved ahorlitan reminiscent of thi 'e
usrd h% a numerau% assorlment of no"-
defunct and nicer eperatise conseralice
-I'hird" partie in er the .%ear

Itibk actim o w oadng. thueaddollars* 'rh rkinkhut U . banner,.
pli. letterhe. end Esther muterilakprduced bs part membr user te hlg%esen %eat and Ultich hte oi. the palnWmuch ngnil lm

0 U assail has aim scrapped the part, -5ditlinctliste "ppuilkit tirn COr vsed on
part puhlcatione. The .me 8een k used
h% the fas-xroulg French %atl-eul Frang
led b, the dynamic Jean-M4iarIe I.e Pen.asiall nowIw u es the tradilioal red-white.and.blue used by all the Et mblilhmenl
political parlie' F

* lI*;'ail-t-idenir eseneinced that Pamrmember% are stupid--h tld tke patendrtridirtlousc lie that not ussut did The . jiT-l.lcIur hare nothing It. 4.. with the rstttlech.
mrnt tof the Peopooliet Iarwe. but that nm, The
%a"OT.l(,IIT iA tring t, 'b-trri the I'-palcI

I hes actisme aleme. asade from t assall\
fenancial wheeling and dealing. cast cleardeauht in hi% basic political judgment.

1 he Ieaung lawver i% determined toremaLe he part% easer in his eawn image
titheaut regard for the decisi-n-maLinz
pemae r of the part's national committee asa A hoe. He epectslthe committee to ratits
his de-isit after the fat.

tce-erding to the Ptipuli.t Parts's
hfunding chairman. Robe" H. 1eem% It isunlikeh Ihl Wamlll iae hib hid fur re.ekctims as national chairman inemmuck ahe 4 U sqalll Is is total tommand of theparty' s oerning prees.

Nonetelt, il is important that theparlt "s membernhip be apprke h TheSP(TLK;HT of the tru th ah i %UsmacaL"
In the meantime The SPITLI;HT

contineli In support the "at 11%pu Patsrganiuigs in tIe hOpe "1iael .Ike pwrt can be re-imsi -d underttluwrth, natiol leder.
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JIM YARBROUGIHI MICHAEL COLL.INS PIPER I)ON WASSAI.

"WASSALLGATE"?-The Sall Lake City Tribune reported on April 5 that the Salt Lake
County district attorney is conducting a criminal investigation of the Ford City.
Pennsylvania-based Populist Party. which is controlled by Donald B. Wassall hove. right).
A criminal indictment is expected. A county attorney was quoted a% :aving that -There is
clear evidence of a crime committed." According to the Trine. W\-sall's handpicked
protege, a paid petition circulator, was "caught in what elt..tion officials- sav is a poorly
executed scam involving the alleged forgeries of hundred.. ot ,,ignatures of registered
voters" in Utah. Van Loman (fa- right. above). of the party'-- executive committee, told The
SPOTLIGHT he had cautioned Wassail against hiring the inexperienced petition circulator
as national coordinator, a post previously held by veteran hallot acces,; ;pecialist .Jim
Yarbrough of Georgia (above. left) whom Wassail had expelled from the l)arty. Scurrying to
prove that he was actually engaged in ballot access efforts (rather than running a money-
raising scam). Wassail brought his protege aboard, only to be enmes-hed in the scalndal. Inthe wake of the revelations, two of the party', founders..Michael Collins Piper (above,
center) and former National Chairman Tom Mlntyre (far right, below). announced they
will ask for Wassail's resignation at the party's meeting in Los Angeles.



.. . W.d ,,, .. . " ....................

Ain. to Tal i
Umown ADL 4,pad

McCalden?
Birds of a feather do flock together. Ford
City direct mail fund-raiser Don Wassail

r e admitted to The SPOTLIGHT that he
b.d been in contact with the tnous

SADL hatchet man, David Mea , who
.Vhed a newsletter which wa bavily

e eed with malicious attacks on The
RSWOTLIGHT and its staff.A nVAlbhugh Wassail had been waiEnd to
avidMcCalden. he eagerly spent nearly
an hour trading private information with
the ADL man (who has since died). Wassail
parrots McCalden's ADL smears in his own
publication.

(Reprinted From The SPOTLIGHT, May 6, 1991)



Statm0t "Pts wd -i _uat
Fbrti ~11dsZ Yew 1988

Jpoeipts:
Dues

Dations
Subscriptions
Transfer frau Intyre Qoiittee for Coucil
Interest Inacre

Gross Receipts

Disbu rsenmts:
Ballot Access Work
Ocuputer lease Expense
Office Supplies
Salaries
Utilities
Canpaign Buttons
Professional Fees
Rent Exese
Metng EDse
Repairs and Faintenance
Travel Expense
Populist (Cserver

Deposits
itlephome

Office Insurance
Bmt Cares
Office Frniture (Desk and Chair)
postage
Printing
Payroll Taxes

Total I smnts
Excoess of Di sbusgents over Reweipts

$ 21,285.00
76,785.30
9,678.00

*500.00
239.54

19,254.33
1,769.44
6,857.71

28,372.75
846.98
317.68
340.00

4,209.00
359.93
840.22
148.00

9,678.00
80.27

210.00
4,793.43

200.00
110.00
341.00
16.53
412.29

11,752.49
17,200.67
1,566.04

$108,487.84

109 856.76$(1,36-.92)

r~ ~"

*II
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For the Yearw --mi __w31 199

aew:.

Daticrns, Ple s
inerest lnen,.

Gross levenuE:

and literature Sales

Eycnd.:urer :

Li.x"- -.-" S'J:Szr"a'.:o .:

r.S~ L'coen

t.ra . for FesalE
Of fice E.msc
Payroll Tauxer
Postage
Y-.-intin= ILcpens:
Prafessia* P-e&:Pl ~i st Ckm-ve..-
Imwuitration Befude
Ant -xam

Travel
utilitie

TMta1 inditureE
Excess of Aweme Over w, O.,,nt

$37,125.00
14,500.00
80,600.37

1,053.BE

4B. - .2(
109.3C

e,17C.7:
2,941.3:
6,484.7F

12,350.9"
25C.0C

13,84C.00
45.00

5,144.0;
864.96

360,99.75
10,14.16
10,036.18
1 , W 14

L.. / i

'

$133,279.23

I. . " t \

9.o

126,200.62 "

I. - I-

q,41l
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. OC 2M3

April 10, 1992

Michael Piper
300 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003

RE: NUR 3501

Dear Mr. Piper:

This letter acknowledges receipt on April 6, 1992, of your
complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act'), by the Populist
Party of America and Phillip G. Chesler, as treasurer, the
Populist Observer, Populist Party of Anerica-National
Comittee-0Bow Gritz for President, Donald a. Wassail, Tom
Parker, Robert Blumetti, Billy Chandler, Russell Bunt, John
Justice, Vic Sestokas and Jeff Wilkerson . The respondents will
be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Sould you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be sworn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. we have numbered this matter RUE 3501. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 204J

April 10, 1992

Donald B. Wassail
314-5 Ford City Road
Freeport, PA 16229

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Wassall:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you say have violated the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act'). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3501. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be s ited under
oath. Your response, which should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 daW of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received within 1S days, the
Commission may take further action based on the avallale
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(S) and 9 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, pleasa contact Jee nodrigues,
the attorney assigned to this mtter, at (202) 2194390. rot
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerel

-onathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

snclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



S FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASNP9 VON. DC X*3

April 10, 1992

Phillip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Party of America-National Committee
"Bo" Gritz for President
P.O. Box 1992
Ford City, PA 16226

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Chesler:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which

alleges that the Populist Party of America-National Comitttee-

"o" Gritz for President ("Committee") and you, as treasurer,
may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended ("the Act'). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We

have numbered this matter RUE 3501. Please refer to this amber
in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demaustrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Cmmittee and

you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please submit any factual or
egal materials which you believe are relevant to the

Commission's analysis of this matter. Where anroprate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your rsoe, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office. inst be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within IS days, the Commission my take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with

2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify

the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Jose Rodrigue,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-360. For
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

ISincerel .

'"4'
..onathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WAsHNCTO%. DC N04b

April 10, 1992

Donald B. Vassal
The Populist Observer
1703 Fifth Avenue
Ford City, PA 16229

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Vassal:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that the Populist Observer may have violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act'). A copy
of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MM
3501. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Populist
Observer in this matter. Please submit any factual or legal
materials which you believe are relevant to the C o=ission's
analysis of this matter. Where appropriate, stateftets should
be submitted under oath. Your response, which should be
addressed to the General Counselts Office, mst be *Wmitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available infoemation.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 4379(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Jose Uodtigugs,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 21P-34". Pot
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincere

onathan Bernstein

Enclosures 
Assistant General Counsel

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



I

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASWNGTON. D C 20463

April 10, 1992

Donald B. Wassall, National Chairman
Populist Party of America
314-B Ford City Road
Freeport, PA 16229

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Wassail:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that the Populist Party of America may have violated the
Federal election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the ActO).
A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this
matter HUR 3501. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Populist
Party of America in this matter. Please submit any factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Comaission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, West be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 1S days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Jose podeigU.u
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-340. otr
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Comission's procedures for handling complaints.

<inerel

Jonathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. D C O43

April 10, 1992

Tom Parker, National Vice Chairman
Populist Party of America
Box 628
Ore City, Texas 75683

RE: NUR 3501

Dear Mr. Parker:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(9the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter NUR 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the
Populist Party of America in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are resevnt to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your raspone 0which
should be addressed to the General CounseVs Ofie, Wast be
submitted within 15 daya of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within IS days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by comnsel i this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact Jose -odrmgues,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-36". For
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerel

onathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINC TOM. DC Z4)

p April 10, 1992

Robert Blusetti, National Secretary
Populist Party of America
790 Tuckahoe Road #3-L
Yonkers, NY 10710

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Blumetti:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(*the Act). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter MIR 3501. Please refer to this nuar in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demoostrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you an the
Populist Party of America in this matter. Please *WIt my
factual or legal materials which you believe are zleeiat to the
Commission's analysis of this matter. Where appropt1iae,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your reme, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, mst be
submitted within 1S days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within IS days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you have any questions, please contact jose itigues,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 21'3M,. For
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commissiones procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerel

onathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTO% DC 20463

April 10, 1992

silly Chandler, National Parliamentarian
Populist Party of America
4556 East Vista Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Chandler:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have

-- violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have

%0 numbered this matter NU 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demnstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the

40 Populist Party of America in this matter. Pleasesdmit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the

0% Commission's analysis of this matter. Where a owpiate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your response, which

C should be addressed to the General Comsel's OfiMe, must be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no

%r response is received within 15 days, the Commission may take

further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please contact Jose *odritues,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-3490. For
your information, we have enclosed a brief description of the
Commissionvs procedures for handling complaints.

Sincere

-onathan Bernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHICTON. D C W4%3

April 10, 1992

Russell Hunt# Executive Committee member
Populist Party of America
1050 San Pablo Circle
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Hunt:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have
numbered this matter HU 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the
Populist Party of America in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legsl materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commissionts analysis of this matter. Where a49popriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Tour re, which
should be eddessed to the General Counsel's Office, mt be
submitted vithin 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no
response is received within 15 days. the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(9) and I 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



I f you have any questions, please contact Jose Utgueu,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 219-30. For
your infornation, we have enclosed a brief description ,f the
Comission's procedures for handling complaints.

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WAHIPC TON. DC ,W*3

April 10, 1992

John Justice, Rxecutive Committee Member
Populist Party of America
1699 South 55th Avenue
Cicero, IL 60650

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Justice:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(*the Act'). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. we have
numbered this matter MUM 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you and the
Populit party of America in this matter. Please *W t asy
factual or lepal materials which you believe are rlWISMt to the

OK CoMimission's analysis of this matter. Where appro1riate,
statements should be subitted under oath. Your vre .poe, which

o should be addtr*e*d to the General Counsel's Offloe, met be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. if no
response is received within 15 days. the Coassion may take

further action bwsed on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify

a. the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Comission.



If you have any questions, pls c t ?ose Rttgues,
the attorney assigned to this mattec, at (2#2) s1-30H0. tot
your Infoimation, we have enclosed a brief dset-ption of the
Commission's procedures for handling coaplaints.

-Jonathan Sernstein
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHNCTON. D C I3

April 10, 1992

Vic Sestokas, Executive Committee Member
Populist Party of America
1494 Valley Road
Rahway, NJ 07065

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Sestokas:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(*the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have

NO numbered this matter RUE 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
I)writing that no action should be taken against you and the

Populist Party of America in this matter. Please ev6"t-any
to factual or leal materials which you believe are rel*#at to the

Comission's analysis of this matter. Where appCropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your reaee, which

o should be addressed to the General Counsel's Office, *ast besubmitted within 15 dfys of receipt of this letter. If no
q. response is received within 15 days, the Commission my take

further action based on the available information.
C

This matter will remain confidential in accordaace with
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(S) and I 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be umde
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of-such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Comission.



if you have any questions, please contact Jose todrigues,
the attorney assigned to this matter* at (202) 210-3#90. rot
your information, we have enclosed a brief dsecription of the
Comission's procedures for handling complaints.

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 2046J

April 10, 1992

Jeff Wilkerson, National Ballot Coordinator
Populist Party of America
P.O. Box 6771
Lake Worth, FL 33466

RE: NUR 3501

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you and the Populist Party of America may have
violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act'). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have

ISO numbered this matter NUN 3501. Please refer to this number in
all future correspondence.

1W
Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in

r') writing that no action should be taken against you and the
Populist Party of America in this matter. Please submit any
factual or legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commissionts analysis of this matter. Where appropriate,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your respose, which

o should be addressed to the General Counsels Office, ust be
submitted within 15 days of receipt of this letter. it no
response is received within IS days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. 5 4379(a)(4)(5) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be mde
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



if you have any questions, please conRtact jose UtIgus,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (M2) 219-h.3* ftc
your inforuation, we have enclosed a brief deeciption of the
Cmmission's procedures for handling complaints.

onathan Bernstein

Assistant General Counsel
Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 10M3

April lo, 1992

The Populist Party of America
1703 Fifth Avenue
Ford City, PA 16226

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Gentlemen:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that the Populist Party of America may have violated the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act').
A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this
matter HUR 3501. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to doemetrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Populist
Party of America in this matter. Please submit amy factual or
legal materials which you believe are relevant to the
Commissiones analysis of this matter. Where appoprWte,
statements should be submitted under oath. Your .ree e, which
should be addressed to the General Counsel's Offle. mat be
submitted within 15 day of receipt of this letter. If no
response is reeived within IS days, the Commission may take
further action based on the available information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



the .fI, h q ,U_,t , tions lea" t 7@) - ti". , ,Sete etti t3 I s low to thig d S a
ca tgm, 8 w. hav encled a br/o 2 dPot.4... Pr1008procedaares 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 2043

April 10, 1992

Phillip G. Chesler, Treasurer
Populist Party of America
Box 321
Willow Springs, Mo 65793

RE: HUR 3501

Dear fr. Chesler:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that the Populist Party of America and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ('the Act'). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter XUB 3501. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to desnetrate in
writing that no action should be taken against the Populist
Party of American and you, as treasurer, in this matter. Please
suit any factual or legal materials which you beliewe are
relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter. Whore
appropriate, statemwnts should be subitted under oath. Your
response, which ebould be addressed to the General Counmels
Office, must be submitted within IS days of receipt Of this
letter. If no response is received within, IS days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and I 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



If you hal. shy questions, p1.... 0069ac "doseMthe attor &ssigne to this Mettint 4t (22) 21"36K peyour Inforastion., we hawe encloeda brlief duotiptl.. '6t theComission's procedures for handling complaints.

sincerol

._1 6 aan Bernstein

Enclosures 'Assistant General Counsel

1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement



--J* LECTION

1AIL ROOM

ht30 IZ 29 I'91
Genemi Counsel's Office
Fedual Election Commuion
999E Stteet. NW
Washington, D.C. 20003

4/20/92

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed please find my answer to MUR 3501. filed by Michael Piper. As
National Chairman of the Populist Party of America and Editor of The
Populist Observer, both named as defendants in this action in addition to
myself. let this serve as an endorsement of my answer by both the Populist
Party of America and The Populist Observer and thereby serve as the
response in this matter for these two entities.

ncrely.

/ Donald B. aafla Natioarman.
Populist Party of America: Editor, The Populist Observer

C



General Counsel's Office
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street. NW
Washington. D.C. 20003

4/20/92

Re: MUR 3501
From: Donald B. Wassall. National Chairman. Populist Party of America:
Editor. The Populist Observer

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is my response to a complaint filed with the FEC by Michael Piper
(MUR 3501) against Donald B. Wassall. Tom Parker. Robert Blumetti, Phlllp
Chesler. Billy Chandler. Russell Hunt. John Justice. Vic Sestokas. Jet!
Wilkerson. the Populist Party of America and The Populist Observer
newspaper. alleging violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971.
as amended ("the Act").

Before responding to the specifics of Piper's complaint. I would like for you
and the FEC Board to understand some background on this matter. Piper is
an employee of Liberty Lobby. Inc.. and the newspaper it publishes. The
Spot//ght Piper and his boss. Willis Allison Carto. the "Treasurer" of Uberty
Lobby. were for several years members of the Executive Committee of the
Populist Party of America. They left the Populist Party of America of u"
own volition in March of 1989. infuriated that they were unable to lmpme
their will on the other members of the Executive Committee.

Although Piper and Carto had subtantial decion-making powu ia
previous Populist Party registerd with the FEC. the Populist Party s,W
United States, they found themselves unable to assume the same poWem
the Populist Party of America. In my opinion, this is one of the aqw
resons the Populist P Of America has not been found by the FEC tWs
violated any provimw of the Act in the five years we have been redSm~
and filing with the Commisson. Although we are as capable of
mistakes as anyone else. and though the Populist Party believes lteth
United States is being suffocated by unnecessary bureaucracies and
regulations, we have always followed a policy of being as sure as po@M 0t
all filing deadlines with the FEC were met, as well as all other requlirmss
of the Act.



I believe that it is also important to understand that the Populist fatY of
America and i. as co-plaIntiffs, fied a liel suit against Piper. Carto.
Lobby. Cordite Fidelity. The Spotlight. Vince Ryan and John Tf&u,
defendants. said suit having been filed in federal court in Western
Pennsylvania in September or 1991. This was the first time I as an idMa
or the Populist Party itself have ever filed suit or been personally involved in
litigation. The suit was filed only after libelous material was printed in the
pages of The Spotlight. a weekly newspaper. almost every issue for some
eight months. attacking myself and the integrity of the Populist Party. Much
of that libelous material was in fact written by Mr. Piper.

Of the 38 pages of exhibits attached to Piper's complaint. fully 28 pages are a
copy of a booklet Piper has dubbed "Wassalgate." consisting of much of the
same allegations and fairy tales that caused us to file suit against Piper and
the other defendants named above.

It should also be noted that Piper previously boasted of filing a complaint
against me with the FEC in March of 199 1. This claim was made in the
pages of the 3/25/91 edition of the Spotlight newspaper (Exhibit A). Piper
claimed, on pages 12 and 13. that he "has filed a formal complaint with the
political corruption division of the Federal Election Commission (FEC) askg
the FEC to investigate Wassal."

The article goes on to state: "A political correspondent for The7 9 t for
nearly ten years. Piper charged in his swun statement that Whas
smshandled party money. Piper also asked the FEC to look into Wbse's
relaticiwip with Caliona awyer WMam K. Shearer. (e

A cursory review that will reveal that Piper did not file such a cmgo"nt with
the FEC. That false asser-ton (which was very damaI4 to both the
Party of America and my reputation). is likwie one of the issues in ow Mel
suit against Piper and the other defendants in that action.

It is my contention that this complaint filed by Piper is the latest In a
seemingly endless series of maneuvers by Piper, Carto. and several odr
individuals and entitles, to harass and ultimately destry. the Populst Pufty
of America. and to damage. and if possible ruin, the reputatlom of the
individuals named in MUR 3501. because Carto and Piper were un&be to
dictate to the Populist Party of America's leaders.

It should also be added that my inquiries have shown that the FEC does not
have a "political corruption division" (in fact. to triplecheck. I again called
the FEC just today and was informed by Greg Stock that such does not exist).
The insistence of Piper in using that moniker, both in the article reprinted
herein as Exhibit A. as well as MUR 3501. was undoubtedly done to
deliberately cause maximum damage to the defendants named in his
complaint.

Because of the situation described above. I wish to respond to not only the
alleged violations of the Act specifically mentioned by Piper. but also to the
many other inaccuracies mentioned in his complaint. It appears to me that



the any legly Irllnt char made by Piper (such as the malei At
we hav deklig' with D IB and Nancy Shearer) are mentioned and
In such a way as to Indicate that they were Included along with all otherallegations In his complait --- only to titillate and mislead the reader of
The Spotght In an upcoming Issue of that paper. and to hide their own

a i n following the rules promulgated by the FEC. Thus. It is
important tt although Piper's complaint is riddled with Inaccuracies, his
many false charges and inaccurate statements need to be answered on the
record.

I will answer Piper's complaint in the same order in which It was written.
Portions quoted from his complaint are in italics: my response follows
immediately thereafter:

In accordance with the wishes of perhaps thousands of members of the
Populist Party of America and similar numbers of concerned citizens across
the country, I am filing this formal complaint with the Federal Election
Commission...

As the daily administrator of the affairs of the Populist Party of America on
the national level. I do not recall ever receiving a letter or phone call from a
single member requesting that the Party be audited. Similarly, never has
such a request been suggested at our annual National Committee meeting.
with the exception of the 1989 National Committee meeting. when a
deate from New Mexico asked that a private firm audit the Party yea*.
That resolution was unanimously defeated. Piper has filed no evdencp that
any member of the Populist Party or anyone else (other than himself) whes
to see the FEC audit the Party.

The violations in question all relate directly to the administration qf the
Jmwa and political offairs of the Populist Party of America duribg the gm
1986 through the present.

The Populist Party of America did not exist until 1987, when it was
regitered with the FEC on March 7 of that year. (Exhibit B)

The FEC should note. however, that in its own records there appear to be at
least two and perhaps even three different identification numbers ass-
to the Ford City, Pennsylvania based fundraising operation. I have
determined that the Ford City entity known as the Populist Party of America
also operates under COO 253948 and has done fundraising under the nawe
"Populist Party of America National Committee -- Bo Gritz for Presiden" ---
although this. perhaps. without authorization.

As mentioned above, the Populist Party of America National Committee has
been registered with the FEC since 3/7/87 (Exhibit B); the other committee



metined, the p a of America Nanal Commttee -- Do O *r
Prident Committee. was duly registered with the FEC and gkven 
COO 253948. Piper Is quite aware of our Do Oritz for President alb
he has mentioned It on several occasions in the pages of The
say this is without authorization is refuted by Exhibit C. Bo Grltz's Sta t
of Candidacy. which Is on public record with the FEC.

The FEC has not yet conducted an audit of the Populist Party of America
despite the fact that this entity has been registered with the FEC since at
least mid-1986. . . The FEC should note that the Populist Party.. . on
average has raised approximately $200.000 each year over the past several
years and spent approximately that same sum. Yet, there is no public record
of any FEC investigation into these matters, despite the large sums involved.

Again. the Populist Party of America has been registered with the FEC since
March 7. 1987. not "mid-1986." We have only raised as much as $200,000
in one year. 1990. when we raised $219.000. In our other years of existence
we raised *71.989 in 1987: $120.888 in 1988; $144,310 in 1989: and
$155.261 in 1991. It is surprising that Piper would call these "large sums,"
since they are but a tiny fraction of what is raised each year by the
Democratic and Republican national committees, and approximately one-
fifieth (1/50) what Piper's employer. Liberty Lobby. raises each year. witbout
having to file reports with any regulatory body similar to the accounti g
political parties must give the FEC.

77w FEC will be Interested in knowing that the above named
Diad B. Wassail has public deared that the FEC does. In fa L au tE
books an records of his Popubst PW of Amer a ogtai mrtio

What I have stated is that the FEC does indeed closely Inspect the
reports we file with it for accounting mistakes and violations of
election law. We have on several occasions received correspondence
individuals in the FEC's Reports Analysis Division. asking for c-16-11hs
and/or amendments to reports we have filed, thus showing that the F2C
does closely inspect our filings. Exhibit D is the latest example of such
correspondence. from Reports Analyst Edward D. Ryan.

Mr. Wassall has also publicly decried the fact that the FEC has "refused to
acknowledge his fundraising organization's status as a political "party."
designating it, instead, a "political committee."

What I have "decried" is that the FEC. in advisory opinion AOR 1988-45.
ruled that "the Populist Party of America National Committee does not qualify
as a national committee of a political party." and was thus designated a



~com ntte for nE= prposes, rather than a nationWal oUte

It Is obious that P er is tmg to ake the Prty a r to be
than a potial py W tiatg the ituat to sa th the srld
that we are a polical c ttee rather that a poitial party. He knows
better. See x F. a "confidentIal/for your eyes only memorandum to
Don Wassall. Tom McIntyre and Willis Carto. written by Michael Piper. the
author of the present complaint, on March 1. 1988. Only the t p Is
reproduced for Exhibit F. See paragraph four. whe Piper writes:
Populist Party. before moing any further. mst ask the FEC for a declaration
that It is indeed a 'national party committee.' This can be done by requesting
an advisory opinion. and will save us many problems in the future." Because
he personally was involved In the same situation with the Populist Party of
the United States in 1984-85. Piper is well aware that the FEC subsequently
ruled that we are a political committee of a political party. rather than being
ruled not a party at all.

0 Additionally inasmuch as Mr. Wassail and the Populist Party are believed to
have had poftical and perhaps inancial dealings With Mr. Wilam. c Shearer00 and Miss Nancy S . •. the FEC might also be interested In p

Sconnections here jurther as part qf its nqur...

to I have never had any desling with Mr. Shearer or Miss Shearer, nor hw the
Populist Party of America. Apin. the" is no proof offered, and It weuld
seem that this false sserti ws made not for anyhing relating to the At,
but to cover up Pipers own exteMve involvement with those two
individuals. as they were prmint membes of the Populist Party of the

0 United States In 19848-5.

0
It should be noted by the FE. rdit 1t aly. that Mr. Wassail and the Populst
Prty of America and Its qoker have been pubicby eupmWod as haV been
canectwd uth th iRegal jbrg f spmaures on petitin S'ignatwes kk de
state of Utah... Plmse note that athowjh Mr. Wassai is quoted in the arU
has IsWJ having jlred" the guilf party (Mr. Harry Bertrm) and that Wassail
said."It was the first time he ever worked for us and that will be the last
time," the fact is that Mr. Wassail has publicized, since that date 14/5/911.
Mr. Bertram's active Involemt in the Populist Party as its West Virginia
organizer.

Mr. Bertram was never formally charged nor convicted of forgery. When a
question arose as to the legitimacy of the signatures he was collecting on
behalf of the Populist Party in Utah. Mr. Bertram was indeed fired on the
spot as a paid employee of the Populist Party of America. He is organizing for
us on a voluntary basis In West Virginia at this time. However, he will not be
hired now or in the future for paid petition work. as I did state In the article
in the Salt Lake City newspaper to which Piper refers.



Atahd. adkwloaU@ is a doctWnti enttle Wossallgate suI~m"MrlW41-7
qf the -questions and wnmmorsdes swurromdlg the Populist of
Md the ad r uao of its qaf .

As mentioned above, said "Wassailgate" is currently among the many
publications for which Piper and six other defendants are being sued for
libel. In addition, the "Wassallgate" booklet is merely a collection of (false)
charges and bizarre ramblings and are not relevant to the FEC and the Act.
(Example: Piper writes In "Wassallgate" that he was "too busy to worry about
Wassail" because of the death of his cat.)

There is an apparent violation of 2 U.S.C. 432(a) (3) which holds that "All
funds of a political committee shall be segregated from. and may not be
commingled with, any personal funds of officers, members or associates of
that committee, or with the personal funds of any other individuaL" It

_ appears as though private, personal funds raised by Donald Wassail throgh
the egis qf the Populist Observer newsletter have been regularly co-ngle

Co with those of the Populist Party of America.

Although Mr. Wassail privately owned the Populist Observer newsketterfwm
its iepo throuh mid-1990. there was a period of at Least four 1s
(190-90 in whch, Populist Party funds and those of the Populist Obsww
were aim l rr v by Wr. Wassal. sp. Wadr.
Phi aCheser. tr=urer f the Pbpulst P ortycf Amer ..

None of my personal funds were ever commingled with those of the
0 C Paty of America Natfoal mmtee. I was the publisher/owner =ffw

Populist Observer from the time it was voted the Populist Party's oIal
newsletter in 1987 (with Mr. Piper making the resolution that it be so

0 d ted - see Exhibit G) until ownership was turned over to the Pbpu]t
Party of America in July of 1989.

During this time period. Indivduals were offered two levels of mebembip
0.o in the Populist Party --- $15 for yearly membership dues. $3 for yearly dues

plus a one-year subscription to The Populist Observer. It was clearly
understood that $15 of the $30 would go to a Populist Observer subscription.

We would keep track of the number of subscriptions. and Treasurer Phil
Chesler would periodically send a check made out to The Populist Obserr
for the amount of subscriptions that had been ordered. Those checks would
then be deposited by me In the bank account I kept for The Populist
Observer. Mr. Chesler would issue a yearly 1099 to The Populist Obsen"er for
the total amount paid to The Populist Observer each calendar year.

All other functions --- postage, renewal notices, printing costs, sample
copies. etc.. were paid for by The Populist Observer. The Populist Party's only
involvement was as mentioned above.



WJtb~s by W cvmaler an behalrqe the Paouit FW bnot mabt ft b- where~m fwi ecefted by the party on belm f dwPopulist OWbWeRffver1 1

neuMkfe uw keftv

As stated above, those who wanted sbsciptions paid for them and the Party
peiodiclly r the Populist Observer. These disbumements are
shown on the Populist Party's FEC filings during the time period in which I
was the owner/publisher of the newsletter. See, as a typical example,
Exhibit H. the Populist Party's report covering the period March 6 1987
through June 30. 1987. On the third page of Itemized disbursements is
listed a disbursement to The Populist Observer in the amount of $6.600.
which, as stated in the report. covers "440 member subscriptions."

The defendants may also be in violation of 1 CFR 9034.8 (c)(1) which refers
to matters of Joint fundralsing. There may also be a violation of 11 CFR
102.17. which refers to the same area.

C4 Although the Populist Party and the Populist Observer were, as noted
previoul, separate entities for a period Qf at least four years. the Populist

o Observer was mailed out of the McGrann. Pennsylvania post opce on a
permi for a nom-prflt ot Th7 Populist Observer us a vehilde for
Joint fundrulsn for Mr. Wassafs privt entity (the Populist Observer fte0
and te Populist aty qf Ameriea Yet. to th best of ajo kno e
there was never anV form of aprement for dIsbAwsewn t qf funds and ther
also apar to be an abuse Qf the U.S Postal &"vice Maftr pemdts.
&te Nrew (legal use of the Postal rim make porn is
attached Exhit D.

0 The frni of WNSUMut of dtiuem t of fundis was detild abov and vas
kamn quite wel by Piper. as he was an ex-ofcio manb*r of the POpds
Party teutve Comttee during most of the time period In question

The mailing permit used by the lbpulist Observer was first that of the
Peninylvania Populist Party (frm 1986-1987. when It was the new Ute of
the Pennsylvania affiliate only). and then that of the Populist Party of

0 America. from 1987 until now. Both entities had obtained valid third dam.
non-profit bulk rate mailing permits from the Post Office. and both entities
mailed the Populist Observer using their non-profit permits because the
Populist Observer was the official publication of both of these non-profit
entities. The actual postage was paid by The Populist Observer (Exhibit I). I
checked with the post office about this situation before obtaining the mailing
permit and was told it was completely within post office rules.

I I CFR 9034.8 (c)(l) does not apply to this situation as The Populist
Observer, during the time I published it. never sent a fundraising letter to its
subscribers or to Populist Party members, asking for funds, nor in any other
way in engaged in fundrasing activities. Likewise. I I CFR 102.17 also does
not apply. In addition, both sections deal with fundraising activities by
political committees, presidential candidates. etc.. and are not pertinent



here, nor does Mr. Piper make any attempt to provide evidence that wowl
show any violations of the type of which he charges.

There is also some question as to whether or not Mr. Wassail. Mr. Chesl',
and the other defendants may be in violation of FEC regulations reka to
the disbursernent of petty cash funds to Mr. Wassail Accord t 2 OBC
432 (h)(2) "A political committee may maintain a petty cash fund out qf
which it may make expenditures not in excess of $100 to any person per
purchase or transaction."

A review of regular filings by the Populist Party of America with the FEC by
any FEC auditor will find that during the past several years particularly
during the year 1990 there was an average of $500 or more per month paid
in "petty cash reimbursement" to Donald Wassall by the Populist Party of
America. This, evidently, is in fact a violation of the above-noted FEC
regulation.

The nature of these payments should be audited, particularly in reference to
the full nature of Mr. Wassal's federal income tax returns regarding the
yearly "petty cash reimbursements" received from the Populist Party qf
America.

The periodic checks issued by Treasurer Phil Chesler for petty cash are
made out to "Don Wassall/Petty Cash" so that I can get them cashed at the
bank where I have my personal account. Many banks will not cash a check
made out simply to "petty cash."

All petty cash transactions are recorded by me (Exhibit J gives several
e In fact. every single petty cash transaction made since the Pty
was five years ago has been recorded. In addition. all pettymh
receipts are kept and periodically sent to Treasurer Chesler. Whatew the
receipts total (usually in the $500 range). he reimburses the petty cash fird
for.

It should also be noted that I have explained to Piper many times how our
petty cash fund works, and on one occasion I showed him a year's worth of
receipts. Despite this. he continues to deliberately imply that the petty cash
fund of the Populist Party is somehow my personal income, yet another
reason we are suing him for libel.

The Populist Party of America. Mr. Wassail and other defendants have failed
to provide timely and continuous reporting of debts and obligations as
required under 11 CFR 104. 11 in at least one instance.

[Piper then goes on to maintain that he "entered into an agreement" with the
Populist Party to draft a fundraising letter in return for reimbursement. He
then claims that while he didn't want "immediate reimbursement." he"regularly discussed the matter during 1988 with Mr. Wassall and provided



Mr. Chesler with a written statement of the debt owed me." He then
that the Populist Party ignored this "debt" until noting it In "the at
1990" in reports filed with the FEC.J

This story is wrong on several counts. First of all. there was no "agr-euflt
entered into to reimburse Piper for anything. and of course he offers no
proof of one. He did write a fundraising letter for us. in March of I ,
which we thought. as a member of the Party's Executive Committee. he
would do gratis. and he certainly never indicated any differently at the tme.
It was only in late 1988 that he suddenly demanded $1.500 for writing the
letter. As Executive Director of the Party. I routinely wrote the Party's
fundraising letters. and if Piper had wanted $1.500 to write the letter In
question. I. with the Executive Committee's approval, would have written the
letter myself.

After Piper began demanding $1.500 in late 1988 and early 1989. we began
listing his demand as a disputed debt on the first filing we made with the
FEC thereafter --- the report covering the period from January 1. 1989 to
June 30. 1989 (Exhibit K). and have listed the debt in each report since.
Piper's assertion that it was not reported until "the middle of 1990" is yet
another false charge.

In this same matter, it appears that there is an additional violation of FK
regulations, spec f i11 CFR 116.10 regarding the reporting of dlspind
debts. Although the dispute in question. outlined above, had been
for some time. there was no timely report appearing in the party's flbs IV
Mr. WassalL Mr. Chesler and the other defendants with the FEC.

See the immediate above answer to refute the false charge that the "det
was not listed in a timely manner.

The above-named defendants also appear to be in violation of 2 USC 433(h)
and/or other FEC regulations relating to the filing of accurate recrds
regarding "connected" or "acffliated' committees. Please note that the
defendant Populist Party of America and the separate fundraising operation
designated as the Populist Party of America National Committee -- Grt
for President entity are listed by the America First Coalition . . . as a
"connected organization or affiliated" committee in their own accurate and
legitimate filings with the FEC.

Despite this. the defendants. . . have failed to list the America First
Coalition's connected and/or affiliated status with the FEC in their own
filings. While the America First Coalition is filing accurately and correctly.
the defendants in this proposed MUR are not.

These are. again. false charges made with no attempt to offer proof. The
Populist Party National Committee -- Bo Gritz for President was endorsed by
presidential candidate Bo Gritz as his principal campaign committee (see



Exhibit C. All lings by this committee have been proper. See Exhibit L. for
example. which, on the last page. entitled "Consolidation Report of Receilpt
and Disbursements." lists the America First Coalition as a connected
committee. This consolidation of reports can be found in every report fed
by the Populist Party of America National Committee -- Bo Grltz for Presildemt
committee. See also Exhibit M. showing documents filed by the America
First Coalition showing the Populist Party of America National Committee ---
Bo Gritz for President as the primary committee to which America First is
connected.

The above-named defendants also appear to be in violation of 2 USC
432(h)(1) which requires timely reporting of the deposit of receipts and
disbursements by a political committee. Although FEC regulations require
that "all deposits shall be made with 10 days of the treasurer's receipt," it
appears as though defendants have, in at least several cases, failed to make
immediate deposits.

Attached as Exhibit E are five individual checks... made out to the Populist
Party of America and The Populist Observer. Note that the deposit dat
reflected on the reverse side is. in each instance. well beyond the date the

cO check was issued. Although some of the dates are unclear on the reverse
side. one in particular is clear ... I am assured by those responsible for the
issuance of these checks that there was a long period between the tl Mt
these checks were issued and such time as they were returned by the
defendants to the original issuer. These instances appear to be out ums
violatins of the law cited above and also deserve Inquiry by the FEC.

All the checks referred to by Piper come from the same Individual, and Piper
admits that only one can be read. as far as when It was cashed. I can not .m.
with certainty what happened with that one check, but I can say
certainty that we always attempt to deposit monies received on a timely
basis. All contributions are received at the Populist Party national office In
Ford City. Pennsylvania. All donations are duly recorded at the national
office, and all other pertinent records updated. The monies are then

p) shipped on a regular basis to Treasurer Phil Chesler in Willow Sprins,
Missouri. who then deposits them on a timely basis (again. after all pertInt

- 0, record-keeping is completed). We feel more comfortable having two sets of
records, which may result in a slight delay in getting monies to the
Treasurer, but we have always attempted to give the best service possible to
our members, including depositing their donations on a timely basis.

It is also on point to note that all five alleged "late checks" came from Bob
Miles, Treasurer of the Maryland Populist Party. and were apparently
authorized by Boyd Godlove. Chairman of the Maryland Populist Party.
Godlove has been working with Piper in his various harassments of the
Populist Party, and is very hostile to the Populist Party. In fact. Mr. Godlove is
a national officer of the "Reform Party of America," a rival political party
which was formed in February of this year and is presumably now registered
with the FEC. It Is quite possible, given the hostility towards the Populist
Party from Piper and Godlove. that the check in question where the date of
deposit can be read, was written and dated long before it was sent to us.



Thdefea .. . have also engaged in suspicious manipulation of$figura
relating to the disbursement of expenses and salary paid to Mr. Jm
Yarbrough of Georgia. Although in public statements and published report.
the defendants have stated that they paid Mr. Yarbrough as much as $20,000
and $30,000 a year in salary alone. I have been irformed by Mr. Yarbrough
that he has W-2 forms which reflect the following amounts paid to him by
the Populist Party in the respective years: 1988 -- $10,500; 1989 -- $7,400;
and 1990 -- $2,625. Clearly, public and published statements by the
defendants do not reflect the records of our federal authorities and therefore
should be investigated further as part of a full and thorough audit by the FEC.

Again. there is no proof offered of our "public statements and published
reports" on this matter. In fact. the only time we have written on this issue
was in the November 1991 issue of The Populist Observer. wherein (on page
20) it was written, in an article criticizing Mr. Yarbrough's use of Party funds:
"In fact, in the years 1989 and 1990. over $20.000.00 in Populist Party funds
was expended on ballot access by Carto's protege, Jim Yarbrough of
Gainesville. Georgia. without a single state being ballot qualified. . . The

'0 *20,000 figure is purely for expenses such as telephone bills, and does not
include actual salary paid to Yarbrough. (emphasis added) This article is
attached as Exhibit N.

Never did we publish that Mr. Yarbrough was paid $20,000 and $30.000 in
salary. Similarly. never have "public statements" been made to that effect.

400 The only time I can remember the matter being discussed publicly was
during Treasurer Chesler's report at our 1991 National Committee meeti.
when he also criticized Mr. Yarbrough's use of Populist Party funds. Mr.
Chesler did not state that Mr. Yarbrough was paid "$20.000 and $30.000 a

o0 year in salary." and in fact had a packet of documents showing exactly how
much Mr. Yarbrough had used in both expenses and how much he had been
paid in salary.

0' Additionally, it should be noted that respective FEC filings by the Populist
Party in these years do not, in fact, reflect the same figures as they related to
Mr. Yarbrough's income from the Populist Party. That is. what has been
reported to the FEC does not jibe with the public statements and published
counts. . . Therefore. the Populist Party is in apparent violation of 11 CFR

104.9 which demands accurate and uniform reporting of all disbursements
by a political committee.

Again, there is no proof offered. If we had made "published accounts" of
events as Mr. Piper claims, why has he not offered any as exhibits in his
complaint?



b, the Abovepue nurvwrus Orwt loak f te NderI =now
CowwrdiI i es equbWofmnts (S =1*ca committees have been citd 'AN
taken gpether suetthat the 6l 1hud rojp~ begin anCnd AI

The Populist Party of America and the other defendants named in Mchael
Piper's complaint have at all times tried to conform to the rules and
regulations of the Federal Election Commission. Reports have always been
filed in a timely manner, and amendments and/or clarifications, when asked
for, have also been provided in a timely manner.

It is my opinion that, far from detailing "numerous apparent violations of the
Federal Election Commission's requirements." Mr. Piper's complaint Is filled
with false charges and vague assertions that are not backed up with legally
suficient evidence --- or in most cases not backed up with any evidence at
all

If you would like additional information and documentation. or if I can be of
assistance in other ways in this matter, please let me know.

cO Donald B. Wassai . Chairman. Populist Party
of America: Editor. The Populist Observer
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHt NCTON. 0C 00-2

lPhillip G. Chesler, Treasurer APR I i
Populist Party of America
P.O. Box 1992
Ford City, PA 16226

Identification Number: C00214098

Reference: Year End Report (7/1/91-12/31/91)

Dear Nt. Chesler:

_- This letter is prompted by the Comisiones preliminary
review of the report(s) referenced above. Ihm review raise

0 questions concerning certain informatiom eotlined is the
report(s). An itemisation followes

-Your report discloses a negative ending ca"s belaie of
$2,071.39. Tbis suggests that you eitheroveed- te
your account, made a mathsticl omwr oa
debt 1f your Pem t h e ifamwee a * MW .oc
obligation, please d a wore bola** owil S 4- " he
Sumay page and reflect the ammit ma tbinmaetwe of
the dS 0 ele " is 10. 2 #.S.C. f44lhH )

-The identification of och contributor i, lmlp the
C person"s occupation ad am of Z, . 0t be

provided if the perso has coatrlbuted a mela *2 $200

in the aggregate duning the calendat rot. Kese meed
Schedule A supporting Line ll(a)f) fot 0ah etyry

0 lacking a contributor's occupation and of employe.

Note if your committee has ode at least one effoct
per solicitation, either by a Written request or by an
oral request documented in writing to obtain this
information from the contributor, your committee may
have exercised *best efforts." Under 11 Cr 104.7(b).
such effort shall consist of a clear request for the
information (i.e.. name, mailing address, occuption.
and same of employer) which reust Inform the
contributor that the repocn9 0Suca Ingor uz 1s
re uired b law. tf you believe that your com~Qtee
i8tisIes th best efforts' provision, you should
provide a copy of your solicitation or an explanation of
the method(s) used to obtain contribution lnformation.
Clarification regarding 'best effocts' should be
disclosed during each two yer election ccle beginning
with the first report filed in the son-election year.
11 CrR S104.3(a)(4)(i)



-please provide a Schedule A to support the entr1

reported on Line 13 of the Detailed luMery Page. All

loans and loan repayments received by your Comittee
must be itemised on Schedule A. COGA0dlsS of the amount
loaned cr repaid. 2 U.S.C. j434Wb)(3)

-Line IS of the Detailed Summsry waje discloses receipts
for offset* to oprating expoditures during the

reporting period. If this figure includes any receipts
from a single source, that aggcegate greater than $200
in the calendar year. please amend your report(s) by

itenizing the receipts on Schedule A. 2 U.S.C.
S434(b) (2)(1)

A vritten response or an amendment to your original report(s)

correcting the above probles(s) should be filed vith the Federal
glection Commission vithin fifteen (IS) days of the date of this

letter. if you need assistance, please feel free to contact me on

our toll-free number. (00) 424-9S30. My local number is (202)
219-3S60.

ard a Dvsm

Deporte Analysie piviesio

gXf/Atf
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4 Domald . s]sall, Uaecutive Director
Ppulst Paty of ricaP.o. 3.3 196sr

f ford City* PA 16226
0 Dear m. Wassails

This responds to your letter of September 26, 190C and the
letter and supplemental documents sent by you on October 29,

9 1958, requesting an advisory opinion on behalf of the Populist

Party of America National Committee concerning application of the
11 federal Election Caupaigs Act of 1971, as amded ('the Act'),
$ . and Commission regulations to the issue of the national committee

status of that committee.

in support of youi assertion that the committee is a

national committee of a political partr, you state that the

Populist Party preidesti and vice presidential candias Usre

as the ballot in twolve states for the 19fl general elegies,

that there wore Populist Party candidates for a seat in the USo.

gsene And four seats is the U.S. mouse of nepreeontatve foe
emasylvaula, and that there were candidates for state and Iowa
office in PenseySlvama, aode Island, and Colorado. Tou also

state that the Populist Party of AMerica National Committee has

engaged in a number of other activities, including disseminating
party information to state affiliates and aiding in their

development, -helping with ballot access procedures, providing

speakers to various meetings around the country, and holding

National Ceodttee meetings and conventions,

'National committee' Is defined by the Act as 'the

organisatlon Which, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party*30



is resomeible fe the d-to-day operatioe of such politiesi
4 t at the national level, as determaied by the Coumissio.* 2

g.e.c. S431(14). 9ee also 11 cgs 100.13. "Political party is
defined by the Act as Pan association, committe or organisation

7 which nominates a candidate for election to any Federal office

whose name appears on the ballot as the candidate of such

* association, committee, or organization.* 2 u.s.c. S431(16).

10 s also 11 CS 100.15. 10 1966, the Populist Party of Amrica,

11 an entity that apparently was organised In early 1947, nominated
1 t presidential and vice presidential candidates who appeared on the

ballot as Populists in &Ins states. in addition, the
Preasylvania state affiliate placed five Federal caaidates em
the ballot- as Populists. Is view of these facts,. the Populist

4c% nPate of America would be regarded as a politlsl pet es ths
Aot. se advisory Opiioms 1986431o 19-46, ad 19..-

A fbe oi sm Me O ls& a Sete of erteria a ed at
donde a la Mbbethor a earn/ttee M deas trated that it is
MEsMed in sufficiet activity em a natiomal level to qualify as

CM a national committee of a political patty. A Committee

S domonstrateos that it is a natiomal committee of a political patty
U by nominating candidates for various Federal offices is num-rous

36 states; by engaging is certais activities on an ongoing basis
S

* (rather than with respect to a perticular election) such as
35 supporting voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives,

2 providing speakers, and organlsing volunteer vorkera nd by

1. 2bs ticket of David Duke and Floyd Packer appeared on the ballot29 as Populists In nine states, as Independents In two states, andas the candidates of the Patriotic Party In Iowa.
30



1USJ-45

p3bliciing ioans of importnce to the perty snd its seremts
4 througlout the natioes Other Indicts includ, the bolding of a

national co ntios, the establishment of a national offic, sad

the establishment of state affiliates. -ee Advisory Opinions

7 1990-131, 1960-121, 1960-96# 1980-3, 197#-56, 1976-95p and

1975-129.

9 Documentation provided by the Populist Party of America

10 indicates that the Populist Party of America has held three

11 national conventios, including an initial convention in atch,
1987, where It adopted by-laws.' At conventions to -pember,

1967# and Hatch, 19"6. the party nominated candidates for

President and vice President.' te by-las provide for a

2. ahe Co ieeion notes that the Marlon for the Hateax cm eeeof the POpUlist ety of Ameria' do not make clear aftw-m
ow&itto. Is a__ge.... for the day to day qratie (

Itl" ~pa l a critrion set Oft at 2 16080C.Ispetifafly. Atile VT of the bylaw, wid isae- - _-m_-vftomtte stats.'eyb-dyosdc of th e lr A" 1w mo tys e by profesioul ita operat 4 n e re so . mi
bemuite 1  e d thesebyaw

ep"icitly Iniaethat the tofessiURa a"d themi ttee are acting em ehal of the at8 b om o Cmt he
cndut of tho day-to-day esrations of the party.

2 30 * patty omnated George sen and hert Patty for Pmold1tand Vice President respectively in Septeer, 1967, and detnMiAed
that if a vacancy occurred for either candidacy, the oecutive
Committee of the party would have the right to nominate acandidate. Two mnths later, Hr. eansen turned don thenomnation an the zxecutive Comittee withdrew t& names of2 a&ses and Patty. Is Hatch, 19"0, the convention nominated David
Duke for Predident and Do Grits for Vice President. horetly2 thereafter, Grits withdrew his name and the Uxocutive Committee
nominated Vloyd Parker.

By notice filed with the Commission, David Duke designated
2 the Populist Patty of Ametica National Comimttee as his principalcampaign comittee in the general election for President, and a29 separate account was apparently established for that purpose.

8S 2 U.S.C. S43(o)(3)(A)(i), 11 Cra 102.12.



4

F Nmisnting meotlg or cvwtio every presidential eleating rme
4 and national Conittee Meting at the beginning of March eaeh
5 Yler. h patty prints a msthly megasine know as h mae
6 , -rvr which contains mos of the activities of the natioenal
7 party organisation and state party affiliates, including
8 organising activities and speeches by Populist Party leaders to
* state meetings. The Observer also contains articles and news
10 items pertaining to public issues of interest to the Populist
11 Party of America. Articles in The Observer and copies of letters
12 from the national chairman and the executive director indicate
13 that there voee cammicatimos to state party leaders as to the
4 sod for state parties to pay dues in order to havo oting

delegates at the Conventions and the sod for state paetti to
attain a ballot poeitin, and that thite wore emosiestg ee,
mshers as to the seed to beee Involved. pae duos. med eewoe
ether support. Aceordiag to articles aad lists appesag I m

1* Mweer there are approsiately forty state affiliates med
these affiliates are esgaged in orglaisatiemal activities to
varying degrees. Deisatiea provided by the Populist Party of
America also includes a leaem of offices for the party.

Other information is doecmstatiosprovided or referred to
24 by the Populist Party of America, however, indicates that it has
U not engaged in sufficient activity on a national level for the
*0 cogmittee to qualify as a national committee. Outside of the
27 appearance of the Populist Party presidential and vice
28 presidential candidates on twelve state ballots, there were so
2 Populist Party candidates for Federal office on the ballot in any

3 £
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state but Pe ylvania Where there was one Senate candidate ie
4 ose candidate in four of the state, twnmthree CongreeeIml

iDstriets.4  In addition, the reports of the party comittee
S filed with the Commission disclose no contribution or other

7 disbursement made by it I support of Congressional candidates.
8 There are disbursements to individual workers in various states
9 or to the Populist Party of certain states for *ballot accesse

10 although articles in The Observer and-other documentation appear
11 to emphasise the placement of a presidential candidate on the

12 ballot.
CO
o12 The Commission concludes that the Populist Party of America

-34 Utional Committee does not qualify as a national committee of a
."Sl political party. Although the pty comittee has taken a r8apec
aq6 of step. to estUlish and coduct its 0ctVIties as a naiuol

co17 mmittee, it has not yet - d in s efiiot activity oe a
variety of , edal ofefes in merous stat"*, See adviee
Opinion 190o-131. As a conse-ene of thle determlnation, the

committee my not all Itself of the 2S. and $lSS69
contribution limits set out at 2 V.S.c. 44la(a)(l)(a) and

2 441a(a)(2)(5) or the national party expenditure provisions of a
3 U.S.C. 144la(d). --Me Commissionas determination does not
24 preclude the attainment by the comittee of national committee
25 status at a future date.
28 This response constitutes an advisory opinion concerning

27 4. Te request states that there vere candidates for state and local28 office In Pennsylvana, Rhode island, and Colorado. Alti, ooaMaser of Populist statewide candidates appeared on the t l~ta29 Pennsylvania, there was only one state legislature candidate on theballot in each of the other two states.



: qp,~IGSU oi the Lot or9 rl.atioMS proscrihed by the
* (mlisles to the 1peifle trammaetie or activity sot forth in

* ynFr requot. 900 2 V.oC¢. 1437f
* Sincroly,

7
8 Thomas J. loseofiak

Cheirmae for the
9 Federal glection Commission

10 10 ncloeuree (We 1960-131, 1900-121. 1980-96, 1960-3# 1978-S6,
11 197-J$95. a" 197S-129)

12

0-13

24

28

p20

30Z



march i, 1988

TO: Will ~n/Tom
FHz Mike Ao
RZP Confidential/For Your Eyes Only

Duke for President on tshe Populist Party Ticket

These are scoue random thoughts about a possible set-up of a David Duke
for President oampaign as the Populist Party candidate.

FIRST AND FOREMOST: David must terminate his current campaign conimittee
and/or committees registered with the FEC.

We must start with a clean slate, with all Populist Party affairs sep-
arated from any activities of the Due rior to the'timas he

Tofea candiate.

THE POPULIST PARTY, before moving any further, must a~k the FEC for a
declaration that it is indeed a *nationial party coamitteew. This can
be done by requesting an advisory opinion, and will save us many problems
in thefui.

IF THESE MATTERS ARE NOT R3SOLVED AS SOON AS .OSSI3BLE, it would be abig mistake to Jump into things too fast. They could very well be the
most important things that have to be done in order to avoid future
problems with the FEC.

After these matters have been resolved, the next step is a fund raising
* letter. Again, we have to consider the F3C here.

My initial thought is this: the Populist Party sends out a fund-raising

0 letter, on its letterhead, to all appropriate lists, particularly pre-
vious Duke supporters (perhaps even two letters are in order: one to
the previous Duke supporters, and one to the general party list), asking
for furds to 3upport its presidential campaign.C

The funds will go into the general Populist Party bank account and willthen be distributed under a TIGHTLY-CO1RDItNATED system (as ba3ed on a
specific mastex plan for ballot access).

AS WILLIS, AT LEAST, CAN ATTEST, WE SNETINES hAD ABSOLUTE
CHAOS DURING 1984 WITH MIXED SIGNALS, ETC ETC* IN THE PRO-
CESS OF BALLOT ACCESS.

We should tarett the states that we can realistically hope to spend
money in as -,azt of what can be a successful plaa to get Duke on the
ballot. This will be the "aster plan" I speak of.

At this time, generally, there need not be a separate "David Duke for
President Con.Mittee= and co.mittee bank accou.at. Theoretically, David
will be worl-Ing to obtain federal matching funds around this same time,
and if he do.:., he will have all the money he wants to jet arou.ad the
cotntry fro:mg TV station to TV staLion, eLc, etc; and, presuntabiy, to
lPeJ ultimately finance his own ballot access efforts.
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N 28, 1987

MIdlip K. Omer
PO Box 321
WilloW Springs, )D 65793

Dear Phil:

This letter is lmrptM by a recent INvermItCIM I wlth Om Ib il. M-,W
1neld to - yaw astfy l to i.

- ershiip Of =KU R O~NJT and Its roe In the Fuas Paty.
0 Up fromt let Msay that ! do no: bltn it ±. ftsr 9lm to bm to pmyan
U MuNt for MW postp reated to the p tin of hm Ate..

P) First of all, I prpae 1".. 21a SdL d fa

_--. _ Brm/ *m ii pu e rtof t( apum to ask hi It

IOM thI* Mlhaa 1 af-e :, it apu e a aldt

o e n slete od I ha .... .ty ... s I s 1tee that the
partyi does t, a in"leter .

O to tel you at at ti P- s Uestq 4 ttom i he
s the esletter to tim pist It S a a,d apar to
tad it on his o: I cm ioi that quati, mit a tws, doM arise.

Be that as it Iy, I'm certaithat at inlss of the emmutw oimiittm uald
gree that it uold be unfair for Tn to lv to im sm s after the fact,

considering all of the cir-i-ta__-s lmolved.

In the future, of €OMws, as you d D evt ty discssd, there cas be other
arranmts. But, at this time, let's ]let s8m a dogs li ad ao fotmrd.
At any rate, I did mt to dsb you a l6. and pm on i meets, far N hatemr
they're orth. im tels se that Mc- Ird the Pvt offwce tin d i ut
a pretty good c -hse - sta, ad that I'a gla to hfa. ths 'e

going to et things back together real fast.I
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The above-namde individual, is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

coinanications from the Comission and to act on my behalf before

the C ission.
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1699 S. 55th Avenue

Cicero, Illinois 60650
April 27, 1992

FUDURAL ELECTION COINISSION
Attn: Mr. Jos6 Rodriguez, Attorney
General Counsel's Office
999 Z Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20003

__ 2

Li)

-v
In re KUR 3501

Dear Mr. Rodriauez:

Enclosed is my designation of counsel in case # M 350 1 . -K

I have read Donald B. Wassall's response to the complaat" -S

and wish it to serve as my answer also, in those matters of vhich

I have knowledqe.

Enclosed: Copy of Donald B. Wassall's response.

State of Illinois )
) SS.

County of COO )

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
1992.

Al th day of April,

OWICIAL SEALG
0OLRi GAJDA

FII-- - - - - -i

A
*cAary- Pufil

RECEIVED
FEDERAL ELECTI.N

COMMISS11OW

In 30 IZ2rN '91

wvww
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The a&bove-name 4,div iduai s ..ereoy designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

ccunications from the Co=Ission and to act on my behalf before

theo"0 Co2issi3O.

g35POUDTS KPJ:
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MAIL ROOM

ki3 IZn? r l '91

r R L ELECTICE CONIU38ION
WALSK198"0 D.C. 20463

DEAR MR. BERNSTEIN:
RE: UR 3501

I HAVE RETAINED MR. DON WASSALL AS MY CSEL.

I AM ENDORSING HIS ANSWER TO THIS COMPLAINT AS MY ANSWER.

ATTACHED IS A SIGNED DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL AND

A COPY OF MR WASSALL' ANSWER TO THE COMPLAINT.

SINCERELY.r

-:

1CC-i
C)

RUSSELL Go BuT
1050 SAN PABLO
COSTA MKSA, CA 92626

r IJ3 lZrIN AND F&,R TH vot
LOS IG314G]M. STA7. %F CALI.F*C)RIA.

-OFFKXA MAL,
H. I. AUSTM

Liy PubIf- CElfrS a106 AN GELE:S Cr(' : .rv

Hm.NM TN
N , _ u? -

My omUmiU n urG O , AUeV 4. 10 !
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314-U IN= Mw! U.

FMIPORTvPA 16229

HONK 412 275 9468 M 412 763 1225

The above-named i.- vidual s 1.ereoy designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and otber

¢cemunicatlons fr the Commission and to act on my behalf before

t be Comission.

JAd 9A~4ILzh; )Q2..
NtEE

i=0-002S HMls

Jim 10M 3s
qwm Pam

1050 5AM PAM0 CII

COwTr num8. CI 92626

714 540 0363

W..

N .i ?
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This letter will *wav.emp tat the writer, endorses
'the answer %of Genbli 9. Wshal IIn the "tter -or' 04U 3501
anid wish It to serve as my answer to this Complaint.

Thorns S. Parker -

At

Ako Lid~
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0 h1'An&dsy a O1f , , personally appeared before me
bor'iber, one bf the notary publics in and for said
e.~y dul auhoried o administer oathsl'rho MG .9 r~e'

of Vittoria Road, Ore City Texas who being duly sworn
awilng to low, doth depose and any, That all InFormation
conrained within this answer to a complaint listed as MUM 3501
is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Thomas S. Parker

-9 W ' m uoribed before me this
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lord City, PA

S12/763- 1225

-C 7 -

The above-namd individual is hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications 
and other

coiunications from the Comission and to act on my bebalf befoce

the C ission.

4/25/92
Date

31qnat&t

m~m 4s mu:

am- s

mim ISM

Thoo-we S. Parker

P n -- - amftl

Or. C-itv. TM -- --

r- I w TV

903/9684402
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Der Sir or Madam:

...1L fAOCM

hi 1 B fiita '91

Enclosed please find my answer to MUR 3501, filed by Michael

Piper. As National Secretary of the Populist Party of

America, named as defendant in this action, let this serve as

an endorsement of my answer by the Populist Party of America

and thereby serve as the response in this matter for this

entity.

Robert Blumetti,

Secretary of the Populist Party of America.
National

F~

J

~

4

'C

am
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The above-fnmed individual s hereby designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

counications from the Conission and to act on my behalf before

the Coamission.

Oate

....... . .w S m m :S

&J. .. . .

m Miin:

i8wzin Iual3

Signature

I M7 77 a
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April 27, 1992
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Mr. Jose Rodriguez
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street NW
Washington, D. C. 20003

Re: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Rodriguez:

I am in receipt of your letter dated April 10, 1992, including
the Complaint, Procedures and Designation of Counsel Statement.

Enclosed please find Statement of Designation of Counsel attached.
I would like to incorporate Populist Party Chairma response as
my own, a copy of which is attached.

In addition to the above, I would like to point out that all the
defendents in MUR 3501 are only those that haveq nly opposed
Mr. Piper, his employer, Mr. Carto and others %ho have met in
secret and conspired to destroy the Populist Party and Its
leadership.

IC 7
-. t• _:

b ,

[,Populist Party-of America
Populist Party National Conmittee
"Bo" Gritz For President

C-'

'Amenca ~

Enc:
PGC/bl

'aNj
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State of Missouri )
)sS

County of Howell )
..

On this .9 -- day of 1992 personally appeared

before me the subscriber, one of the Notary Publics in and for id

County duly authorized to administer oaths i/; -

who being duly sworn according to law, doth depos ads That, 0

t4e 12

and further deponent sa h not.

S9orn to and subscribed before me this

i 7th day of April , 1992.

Notary Public

Brenda Lovelace

My commission expires May 23, 1995.



mm 3501

am 0or'.8 Sonld B. 4IdsalI

BoX 100

Ford City. Pa. 16226

6-4_4 -n
1412-763-1225

The above-named individual ..s herey designated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

com.unjcations f rom the Coiission and to act on my behalf before

the Comission. /-

Apri 27, 1992
Date

--- S EKE

I. Im:-

smjs PUM:

Phillip G. Chesler

Box 321

Willow Springs, o. 65793

417-932-4682

417-469-2224

em -- .
C%.

4 " " .
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General Coumsels Office
FPWSera Election Coision
999 .stret, W
WahIngtwn, DC 20003

Dear Sir or Madam,

VN 03

Please be adivluel that I o Dan" S. IV1

r~~e im sto the abv
as my own; and ErmthoB. ft

• vith WINi oft am" Ufa

Tom to aikm bfr- 1

Lem H.

W rKirC ULEFl

Notary Publ ic
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The above-named individual Is Mereoy designated as 3y

counsel and is autl.orized to receive any notifications and other

Cemunica±ofts fro= te Coimssicn and to act on my behaLf before

tb-e Comission.

g~..4. g

IN IMs

SWM POM

ir I tL);LkS-.(IhA)

=12g 7 a",*"L~tI1~ Ck
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A%"* of Florida

Obmay of Palm Beach

On h.s seventh day of Na, 1992 Pesoally a Iad before as
the subecber, onae of the notary publics in and for said county
*aly authorized to adaLnieter oathsr Jeff Wilkerson of 5297 Gardam

Cirlet West Palm Beech, Florida who being duly simm
aordi ng to law, doth depose and say, that Mr. Donald B. Wassall s
anmmr to IUR 3501, filed by Mr. Michael Piper with the Federal
Ilection ComLssion, shall serve as his and further deponent smith
not.

Sorn to and subscribed before m this~of Mmy, 1992.

c CooM EXPI. ES: FEBD. . 1R9r "
'""D Tn&U F401AT VUSUtC UUgaWIVgtR



FE---. , .£, 2 '?

26 132 Third Street, SE

Washington, D.C. 20003
December 10, 1992

Jonathan Bernstein

Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission .

Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Bernstein:

RE: MUR 3501

I am providing you photocopies of correspondence from my
office to several official agencies. This correspondence bears directly
on MUR 3501 and the activities of Donald B. Wassail, one of the
respondents in this matter under review.

I am also providing a copy of a letter in which Mr. Wassail has
made racist and anti-Jewish slurs. (I realize this is out of the FEC's
venue, but I do believe that this should be in the public recor.)

Also enclosed is a document entitled 'Wassallgate" which
outlines Mr. Wasall's activities in some frighteing detail.

MICHAEL PIPER
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Elmer Huysman
10015 Twp Rd. 89
Findlay, OH 45840

&~2&92

Dear Mr. Huysman,

Thank you for renewing your membership in the Populist Party and -
for your letter of May 23. Regarding your sentiments regarding our
defending ourselves legally against Willis Carto using his Liberty
Lobby to try to destroy us, I can understand your position, but with
all due respect it is not completely accurate.

Our law firm is not a Jewish law firm. Being located near
Washington, D.C. it represents some Establishment interests, as do
all law firms. What Carto has not told you is that he is the one
using a Jewish lawyer --- Mark Lane has been on his payroll for ,
years. Lane is a life-long leftist and is one of the heroes of the "cvil /rights" movement.

It was only after eight months straight of non-stop slandemr*
attacks that we had to file suit. We asked, we made coneiliatoy
gestures, we did everything we could to stop this fight. Nothing we
did worked. And it was only after we filed suit that the atacks
finally started becoming less frequent. No one has the right to
destroy someone else's character through libelous attacks, whethe
the attacker claims to be a "patriot" or not.

The cost of our suit will not be borne by the Populist Party
membershi. It is being done on a contingency basis. But Carto
has filed a $35 million lawsuit against us and is using Liberty Lobby
money to do so. He is suing all the national leaders who supported
me and would not back down during his attempts to ruin me. His
vindictive suit will undoubtedly cost well over a hundred thousand]]
dollars in legal fees, paid by Liberty Lobby supporters such as
yourself.

We all have to make our own judgments and do what we think is
right in life. I know you have been in this fight for many years and
have great respect for you and your opinions. I just wanted to give
you another side to the story.

Don Wassall

"America FirSt"

i M 16 4'&7



132 "rd Steet, SEW hapm D.C. 20003
November 20, 1992

Federal Sam= of loveaimon
1900 Hof Steet, SW
WadsigM D.C. 20535
AV=: Sqmd C-9

Attached is a copy of a formal compaim filed with the Federal Election Cm regarding the
activits thd e ofeP Paty of Amuica md its Wiciams. mooly one Dn Wsal, m attorney ted
i Ford Cay. PNmytvmi wbm the Pe paty is IedqerMd. Tis compaint ls been ,ccepd by
the FBC m the mar is mder review.

I bdiev, e d e adites of W Wm. im pwtcah, md 6 Fepudist Psty ber scratimy by Ihe Feda
Bmm l ftl - M. "11 is why I hm t a of t& cam low so y ewoffice.

I *oW mee, P rie mcml, e i n amjo mu s hre pIdliieveral salide ozp l.
Won aud ide. As a cmwmeM he fihi a Oi a quapbo eva of my amodw md me. Wehe in mu, ~iha w.te-mi Wdt r WmssL

I we s bm Mi mplomm ft kei t p* - evm 1r .W .Wm If dil
met obase inmd in ad, Me- wbssuggpdh, i uinmo me .dumsdk Asa
einspue I do a i he ftF wviw my PE cinp mud me f in t a minde- inwso WMAL
pumme Sm mwlem bt,.I bkmea dno moplin wM f ae PIs o* t dp of fth icpt me 60m fi *ik bne dft Io
p~m-m fte ama' e a I~h'

line fod fM wceo meow ma dtove m i a (20R) 546-5611.

'MT you for yeaieotim a dis mr.

skm*el.

hOCHAI PEM



132 ThIrd Sereet, SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
November 20, 1992

K. C. Weaver
Regional Chief Postal Inspector
PO Box 3000
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Dear Sir:

Attached is a copy of a formal complaint that I have filed with the
Federal Election Commission regarding the fund-raising and direct
mail activities of Donald B. Wassail, an attorney who operates an

._ organization called the Populist Party out of an office in Ford City,
Pennsylvania.

'0

Please note in the text of this complaint that there are apparent
postal regulation violations by Mr. Wassail and this, of course, woul
be under your jurisdiction.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

C) Sincerely,

MCHAEL PIPER

CC: Postmaster Susan Bobbert
207 Main Street
McGrann, PA 16236



132 Third Street, SE
Wahington. D.C. 20003
November 20, 1992

Office of the Attorney General
Criminal Investigations
16th Floor - Strawberry Square
Harrisburg. Pennsylvania 17120

Gentlemen:

Enclosed please find a copy of the complete text of a formal sworn complaint
which I filed with the Federal Election Commission some months ago.

This complaint cites apparent federal election violations by the Ford City.
Pennsylvania-based Populist Party which is operated by one Donald B. Wassall.
As you will see. however, the basic thrust of the complaint goes well beyond
simple election violations.

My study of this matter suggests that there could indeed by criminal violations
that your office may wish to investigate.

I must advise you. for the record, that I am a journalist by profession and after
I published a series of news articles describing the activities of Mr. Wassail, be
filed a libel suit against my publisher and I. We have, in turn, since brought a
counter action.

I note this primarily because it was my concern that Wassail and the Populist
Party were engaged in dubious fund-raising activities that I initialy wrote the
articles.

I firmly believe that an investigative agency such as your division would
uncover much more than I was able to do without any enforcement power and
only able to examine the Populist Party's filings with the Federnl Binctiom
Commission.

If you wish to contact me, please feel free to do so at the above address or at
(202) 546-5611. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

In closing, incidentally. I would like to extend my congratulations to Attorney
General Ernie Preate on his successful re-election campaign. As a former
Pennsylvanian myself. I still keep an eye on events in the Keystone State.

Sincerely.

Michael Piper



132 Thir Steet, SE
W aSlsn. D.C. 20003
November 23. 1992

Assistant Disciplinary Counsel-in-Charge
District IV Office
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Suite 400. Union Trust Building
501 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Gentlemen:

I must preface my remarks by pointing out that I am not only a former
one-year law student but also a journalist by profession. As a consequence, I
have a clear understanding of the ramifications of filing such a complaint
with your office. I do so in all seriousness and without frivolity.

As I noted in the Complaint Information Form. I have filed similar
complaints against the attorney in question. Donald B. Wassail. with the
following agencies: the Federal Election Commission, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. the U.S. Postal Service, and the Pennsylvania State Attorney
General.

I believe that Mr. Wassail is clearly guilty of unethical behavior "id, as
my complaint against Mr. Wasall filed with the Federal ieilo. - 1is2a
(attached as Exhibit A) points out. I also believe be is guilty of ibpS sets
These are activities of which I, as a rMuhr. delving into pAWl fic 4s t
Federal Election Commission, coupled with additional infomaton available to
me, have been able to pinpoint on my own.

However, I believe that further official inquiries into Mr. Was"'sa
activities by any of the aforementioned agencIes would certainly eer
additional misdeeds and perhaps result in civil an4,or criminal cbaes.

Mr. Wassail's activities which I believe to be unethical, at the vey least
mid criminal at worst, do not formally arise from his status as an aoaney.
Instead, his activities stem from his status as the chairman, executive dirctor
and chief direct-mail fund-raiser for a monthly newspaper known as 'The
Populist Observer" and for the newspaper's affiliated political entity, the
Populist Party of America. registered as such with the Federal Election
Commission.

As an attorney. Mr. Wassail. however, has a special duty to administer
his political and public affairs in a legal and responsible fashion. He has been
trained in the law and in the legal code of ethics, both of which I believe be
has skirted or otherwise abused and ignored. For this I suggest that Mr. Wassail
be firmly disciplined.

My complaint to the FEC outlines several breaches of the law, including
misuse of the Postal Service, which cast doubts about Wassail's legal
trustworthiness as well as his capacity to follow the law. (I certainly wouldn't
trust him to be my attorney).

Please allow me to briefly outline the nature of my past and present
relationship with Mr. Wassail in order that you may more easily understand
the thrust of this complaint.



I began a business association with Mr. Wassall about mid-1984 In 4ay
capacity as a journalist for a Washington-based weekly newspaper. Wisfl!
was a reader of the newspaper and expressed interest in involvement with a
'third party" known as the Populist Party that was established by my
newspaper.

In several years Mr. Wassail ultimately began office manager and
executive director of the Populist Party's national headquarters in Pittsburgh,
which office Wassail subsequently moved to Ford City. Pennsylvania and
where, I assume, that headquarters is still located.

During this period I worked closely with Mr. Wassail (via telephone) on
a regular basis and it was, I believed, a good working relationship. However,
by mid-1990 it was obvious that there were many problems and divisions
within the Populist Party under Wassail's leadership and our weekly
newspaper began publishing articles critical of Mr. Wassail.

Wassail responded by publishing, in his own weekly newspaper, false.
malicious and defamatory attacks on my employer and me, among others.

Then. inexplicably, attorney Wassail filed a ridiculous $20,000,000 libel
suit against my newspaper, its publisher and myself. among others. This
nuisance suit has already cost my company some $15,000 and, ultimately. will
cost much. much more. This case, initially filed in the Armstrong County.
Pennsylvania court, has since been moved to the federal court in Pittsburgh.

My publisher and I waited some six months before filing a counter-
No action, hoping that Wassail would come to his senses, recognize his silly action

for what it was, and withdraw the suit. He did not and my publisher and I were
1.0) forced to respond.

I have attached a copy of Mr. Wassail's libel suit as Exhibit B. This sit. as
I') you can see, is clearly a nuisance suit. Mr. Wassail contends, among othr
00 things, that he was libeled by a written reference to him as a *political ea."

Remember: this is an attorney who is bringing this lawsuit. What's
0. more, this attorney, Mr. Wassail, is also very much a public figure as chakman

of a nationally-organized political party and a frequent public speaker at
o political events around the country. Wassail knows full well that be is

cluttering up the courts with this ridiculous libel nuisance suit that almost
certainly will be laughed out of the courts.

C) Nonetheless, I contend that Mr. Wassail, as an attorney, should have
known better than to bring this suit and that his action in so doing was a
breach of legal ethics.

Contrast Mr. Wassail's "political nerd" complaint with the kind of things
0' that he published in his newspaper about my employer and myself and others.

Terms such as "alcoholic," "money laundering," "corruption," and even
charges of womanizing were bandied about with little regard for the truth.
Yet, attorney Wassail has filed his "political nerd" complaint. This is an
embarrassment to Wassail's status as an attorney.

I am attaching as Exhibit C a letter dated 6/26/92 written and signed by
Don Wassail and sent to a gentleman from Ohio. The Ohio man provided me the
original copy of this letter.

Note that Wassail points out that the cost of my employer's libel coumter-
action will cost "well over a hundred thousand dollars." (The libel counter-
action, of course, would have not have been brought had Mr. Wassail not
brought his initial action. Clearly, Mr. Wassail's intention in bringing his suit
was to tie us up in a costly lawsuit. He has succeeded in that.)

Note that Wassail-in print-also attacks our attorney because of his
Jewish background. as though Mr. Lane's ethnicity has anything to do with
the legal case. He also attacks Mr. Lane-a long-time close associate of Dr.



Marti Luther King, Jr.-for having been involved in the civil rights
movement. (Wassail places the term "civil rights" in quotation marks, as you
can wse.)

Gutter-level anti-Semitism and racism are frequently featured in
Wassall's newspaper. the Populist Observer. He once even published a chat
listing the percent of Jewish students at various colleges around the country.

All of this casts a sad light on Wassail as an attorney whose job it is to
uphold the law-not to abuse it. His ethnic epithets also cast a sad light on
Wassail as an attorney as well. I can't imagine that many Jewish people who
are involved in the legal profession would be pleased to know that a fellow
attorney is making such aspersions about people in print.

As a final point, I will mention that on April 5. 1991 The Salt Lake City
Tribune reported that one Harry Bertram was charged with forging signatures
of registered voters in Utah. Bertram, an employee of the Populist Party hired
by Don Wassail. was fired from his post according to the Tribune.

The newspaper reported that Wassail had said that he had been
"bamboozled" by Bertram and that the accused forger would never work for
the Populist Party again. That was Wassail's line to the press. Several weeks
after this Bertram was appointed by Wassail as West Virginia State Chairman of
the Populist Party and hailed for his capabilities in Wassail's newspaper.

This suggests something about the character of an attorney who would
excuse a criminal act of a political nature and then appoint an accused
criminal into a leadership position.

Having said all of this, I will conclude by reiterating that I firmly
inbelieve that Mr. Wassail's behavior in several areas has been unethical at the

least, and perhaps criminal at worst.
t') In light of my very serious complaint to the FEC (Exhibit A), oudlelag

apparent repeated violations of the law and likely other violatiow-iaclsia
income tax evasion-I believe that I may conclude by suggesting thatwhc
there's smoke, there's fire."s

It was because I was seeking to discipline Wassail on my own. by
0 criticizing his actions in print, that Wassail responded by filing a Iawait

against me. Perhaps if I had thought the matter through more carefully I
would have approached your agency initially. Alas. I did not.

0 However, I believe I have provided enough evidence that there is some
reas to question not only Mr. Wassail's abilities as an attorney but also his

tv> integrity.
I am not asking the Disciplinary Board to intervene in what seemagly

O~. began as a political dispute. I am asking the Disciplinary Board to correct the
misbehavior of an attorney who is a disgrace to his profession.

My efforts to expose Wassail's corruption have involved me in a costly
libel suit. I was simply trying to protect the public from what I believed to be a
racketeering. money-making enterprise run solely by and for the benefit of
Don Wassail.

I hope that the Disciplinary Board and other appropriate agencies are
able to do what I was not able to do. You have the power that I do not and it is
your responsibility, difficult one though it may be. Simply put: I do not believe
that Don Wassail should be permitted to have the privilege of practicing law.

Sincerely.

MICHAEL PIPER



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHPACTON. 0DC 20O*

December 17, 1992

Nichoel Piper
300 independence Avenue, 3..
Washington* DC 20003

RE: MUR 3501

Dear Mr. Piper:

This letter acknowledges receipt on December 14, 1992, of
the supplement to the complaint you filed on April 6, 1992,
against The Populist Party of America, and its officers and
executive personnel, and The Populist Observer. The respondents
will be sent copies of the supplement. You will be notified as
soon as the Federal Election Comission takes final action on
your complaint.

Sincerely,

|rigues



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHMHCTON. D C 2"1

December 17, 1992

John Justice, Executive Committee Nember
Populist Party of America
1699 South 55th Avenue
Cicero. IL 60650

RE: RUN 3501

Dear Mr. Justice:

On April 10, 1992, you were notified that the Federal
Election Commission received a complaint from Richael Piper
alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were given a
cowT ofthe complaint and informed that a response to the
complaint should -be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

On December 14, 1992, the Comiselon received additiMl
insornatloe from the Complaisant pertaining to the allegations
in the complaint. Enclosed is a copy of this edditiomal
information.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (M)
219-3690.

Sincerely,

Rodriguez

Enclosure



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCtON. oC 2 14J

December 17, 1992

Donald a. Wassal
314-s Ford City Road
Freeport, PA 16229

33: MI 3501

Dear Mr. Vassal:

On April 10, 1992, you were notified that the Federal
Election Commission received a complaint from Michael Piper
alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election

cO Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were given a
copy of the complaint and informed that a respose to the
complaint should be submitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.t)

On December 14, 1992, the Comission rmived additional
information from the complaismmt pertalni to the alleistloss

cin the complaint. Uneload l a copy of tbe -*iUomA
information.

if you have any questioN, please cotact me At (202)
C) 219-3690.

Einoerely,

Enclosure e



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON. DC M1

December 17, 1992

illy Chandler, National Parliamentarian
Por list Party of America
45 6 3ast Vista Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

RE: MM 3501

Dear Mr. Chandler:

On April 10, 1992, you vere notified that the Federal
Election Commission received a complaint from Michael Piper

0% alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Cmpalan Act of 1971, as amended. At that time you were given a

%0 CoM of the compaint and informed that a ropose to the
complaint should be suhaitted within 15 days of receipt of the
notification.

on Deembr 14, 12# the Commisalon renied a&Utoeal
i4 aeformetim oes tbe o01aismat pertalnn to te a t
In the c0mpltt. Bmoed is a cop of this Abitiom

0'. infnmatioe.

C If you have ay queetions, pleet contact me at (22)
! 319-36"0.

,o> Sincerely,

J

Znclosure 
A te



Jonathan Bernstein. Ie".
Assistant Genera Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Wshington, D.C. 2046 5r. !! CrY

E f1
7 L ~C-r

RE: MUR 3501

121/93

Dear Mr. Bernstein:

-DO
Tom POWl

Vf ft&
- -akr~
$wef-

PM eo

rOMM~

-Ameflca R:M'

Several weeks ago I received a letter from Attorney Jose M.
Rodriguez of your cffi , dated Neember 17, 1992, advising m that
"additional information" had been filed by compliat Miehal
Piper in reard to MUR 3501. Mr. Rodrigm8e a d d opies at Mr.
Piper's cover lters to the FBI, regiol postal I , the
criminal in t tions office Of the ASKS= OfPensylv nia Dcpin ary~mm Boa r of the pre COurt o

an, asng tha variou types of Ws be
underM take6n ame, A esp was shes e" of a how Mr
Piper ]had" ~ s rinb e t a && Mr. -ie dam ~of
my "antiWW Ws and Nds dss with a a it thel'wasaiget" dmeunmt tat M. Piper ales Sd with bin a ~a
coaint.

Al thoug Mr. a" Ilu's lew dd at hk thm t I md eafr
persns named in Mr. PipW*' WWi~ t Ufid ApBo
1992) needed to to this "ddimal ;- Ipdn
reflection I would ike to doso and hope yu wil amt the
followin g with original rsI to Mr. P eemplntbear rnsderin s ua m. plno te meris of this

In his coe leter to the M Uilia7 Boad of the Sa e Court of
Pennsylvania, Mr. Piper refrs to the libel suit filed by the
respondents in MUR 3501 against Mr. Piper and six other
defendants as a 'ridiculous libel nuisance suite that "almost
certainly will be laughed out of court.'

For the record, our libel suit is not a frivolous one. It was fle only
after dozens of libelous publations by Mr. Piper and the other
defendants over a period of many months, including the
"Wassallgate" booklet he filed with his mpl against us with the
FEC and continus to send all oveu the country. Alo, for the recod,
Mr. Piper and other defendants have filed a Motion to Dismiss as
well as a Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings in response to our



ibel suit. As Mr. Piper is aware, both motions were denied, moe than sigat
proof that our libel suit is not a "nuisance suit" that 'will be laughed out of Dim

It should also be noted that Mr. Piper and others at Liberty Lobby coun s
only those members of our Executive Committee who participated in the
conerence call and who agreed to sue them for libel, just as he has filed MUR 81
against only those same individuals. (One member of our Executive Committe
was not on the line when we agreed to sue for libel. Another abstained. Neither of
those two individuals were named in either Piper's countersuit nor in MUR 3501.)

Although the above information is not legally relevant to the jurisdiction of the
FEC and the Act, it is relevant to respond to Mr. Piper's misinformation and to
give further evidence of his motive in filing MUR 3501.

In addition, since Mr. Piper filed "for the public record," in his words, a copy of an
allegedly "racist and anti-Semitic" letter written by me, I feel the need to respond
to this also, for the record. The letter in question, written 6/26/92, was sent in
response to a member of our Party who had written asking why we were using a
Jewish law firm in our libel suit against Mr. Piper and the other defendants. He
had gleaned this incorrect information from reading the endless libelous attacks
against me in the pages of that beacon of yellow journalism for which Mr. Piper

-- writes, The Spotlight. My response merely was to inform him that the truth, like
virtually everything else written by Mr. Piper regarding me, was the et
opposite -- that Piper's boss, Willis Carto, was the one who was using a Jewish
lawyer in this case, not us. The intent of the letter was not to denigrate Jewsh
lawyers, but to convey accurate informatio to our supporter as Mr. Piper smd his
employer had thought it in their interest to publish false articles saying that I
hired a law firm that was hand-picked for me by well-heeled sup -of leL
They in fact were the ones who made it seemn like I had done something ;ZZU by
supposedly hiring a Jewish-backed firm.

In the same vein, Mr. Piper, in his cover letter to the Dsiplinary Board at O
o [NPnsylvania Supreme Court, again accuses me, m my position as editor of MA.

PopulNst Observer, of featuring "gutter level anti-Semitism."

It is interesting that along with his complaint about my "anti-Semitism," Mr.
Piper includes a copy of his "Wassallgate" book of rantings, which, on the be&
page, includes a Spotlight reprint from May 6, 1991, written by Mr. Piper, which
insinuates that I am an active agent for the Anti-Defamation Lagu of MWfa
B'rith, a well-known Jewish organization. (Exhibit A) (See also Exhibit G in our
response to Mr. Piper's original comlaint, a letter written by Mr. Piper wha
he praises The Populist Observer as a "great newsletter it is a prfssiofaf-dMe
affair and it does a great service to the party and it is also a credit to the party.")

Enclosed also, for your edification and for the "public record," is a copy of a letter
written by Mr. Piper earlier this month, to another one of our supporters. (Ehait
B) In it, Mr. Piper writes that I am an "AIPAC-backed racketeer," and that
AIPAC (the American-Israel Public Affairs Committee) is financing our libel suit
against Mr. Piper and Liberty Lobby. Apparently, depending on which side of bed
he gets out of on any given morning, Mr. Piper can't make up his mind whether
I'm a raving anti-Semite or a powerful Zionist agent. Since Mr. Piper, relevant to
11 CFR 1111.4 (b) (2) must file a complaint, the contents of which "shall be swor
to," such blatantly contradictory accusations certainly do raise interesting
questions regarding his veracity.

I have never been accused, much less convicted, of criminal activity in my life.
Similarly, as far as I know, the same is true of the other respondents named in



0 0
Mr. Pi 's MUR. Nor have I ever been accused of any kind of ethical vidatma w
any oth type of imprcpi I during the tim I havm e law. Nor.eiv
ever been involved in a lawsuit, as a paintiff or a X at, bher.m a 0o
plaintiff in our libel suit against Mr. per and si others.

(It should also be noted that Mr. Piper is in violation of the Act, 11 CF 11.21 (a),
which states that "no complaint filed with the om sin... shall be made
public. . by any person or entity without the written consent of the respondet to
whom the complaint was filed..." Such written permission has not been given by
the respondents in MUR 3501, yet Mr. Piper has on more than one occasion
mentioned MUR 3501 in the pages of The Spotlight, as well as in an interview with
the newspaper in the town where the Populist Party has its national headquarters.
(Exhibits C, D and E. In fact Mr. Piper has gone even far beyond that. In Exhibit
D The Spotlight offers to send copies of Piper's complaint to anyone sending a self-
addressed, 29-cent stamped envelope; in Exhibit E, a newspaper interview from
May of 1992, Mr. Piper is quoted as saying the FEC has agreed to audit the Populist
Party of America's financial records.) These violations of FEC regulations show
that Mr. Piper's motivation in this matter is to embarrass and damage
reputations by the mere act of filing his complaint.)

Our chief attorney in our libel suit against Mr. Piper, Jeffrey R DeCaro (phone 0
301-306-4300) of the law firm of DeCaro Doran, has indicated that an amended
complaint of our libel suit is about to be filed, incorporating Mr. Piper's letters
urging investigations of me as part of our action against him. That should be flod
in federal court in Pittsburgh by the time you receive this letter. We are also
looking into the possibility of asking a prmeeutor to bring a charge of edminal
hamsment against Mr. Piper because of his ontinuing vendetta againstme and
the damage his spurious accusations are causing to my reputatim

It is our position that much of Mr. Piper's MUR complaint against us is of a
psn nature and is not legally relevant under the Act, and that the rest d his
comslaint is without evidence to back up his chrgeL I would also like to add, as I
didin our initial r to this matter, that the Populit Party of Ameica at al
times since its founding in 1987 has made a go fai fwt to file all repu
required by the FEC in a timely and accurate manner, and that we have alws
r oded quickly when darifications and amendnments have been reques of
us, and that the FEC has never indicated to us that we were doing anything in
violation or in possible violation of federal election laws. If the FEC had ever so
indicated, such practice would have been corrected immediately.

I believe I speak for all of the respondents named in MUR 3501 when I say that I
hope the FEC will see this matter as the meritless complaint that it is. I regret
that Mr. Piper's dislike of me has caused other innocent parties to be brought into
his vendetta, and hope that your office will decide this matter soon.

SZi~erely,

Donald B. W Eq

COpies (with enclosures) to:

Jose M. Rodriguez, Esq.
Jeffrey R. DeCaro, Esq.
individual respondents named in MUR 3501
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TO: joseph Pleuski
FM: Michael Collins Piper

Sorry for the delay in responding. I think the enclosed
document, WASSALLGATE, along with other articles we've
published about this AIPAC.backed racketeer (which
you've probably seen in The SPOTLIGHT) explains the whole

story. Actually, there's a lot more to WassaIl than meets the
eye.

The law firm that WassaIl has hired to harass The
SPOTLIGHT (for, among other things, calling him a "political
nerd") is the law firm of J. Peter O'Malley, the close friend
and confidMt of millionaire sports tycoon Abe Pollin, the

.iformer president of the American.Israel Public Affairs

"Committee. Who's financing WassaIl's lawsuit? Guess.

What a shame that Vic Sestolas is, now a defendnt ia our

lawsuit Wassal and his associates. Our attorneys
tell us we have a very good cbac of prevaIding ad that

the awsit by Wassall ad Sestokas and company will
probably be thrown out.

Contrary to what WassaIl claims, attacks on Don Wassall are

not attacks on the Populist Party. He is a very clever
operator (with very shifty eyes, as many people have
pointed out) and bes fted a lot o o V4e I 1. '# b ts

too, Mr. PloNkL He fooled me. Now I'm paynt the4

Real Populists will rid the Populist Party of Don Wassal.

Cord y

M lggL.. LLINS PIPER
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ADDITzOuAz DOCUNKUTS WILL DR ADDED TO THIS FILE AS THEY
92COKE AVAILABLE. PLEASE CHECK FOR ADDITIONAL MICRorILM
LOCATIONS.
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TEK RUDE 1S nR~UnE To AnoII~L RlflL L0C

FeR TUE VOLL(NIIG DOCWUST PUINEN TO TEIS CASKB

1. Mae, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
September 22, 1992, Subject: Priority System Report.
See Reel 354, pages 1590-94.

2. Mlemo, General Counsel to the Commission, dated
April 14, 1993, Subject: Enforcement Priority fSystem.
See Reel 354, pages 1595-1620.

3. Certification of commsion Vote, dated April 28, 1q930
See Reel 354, pages 1621--22.

4. General Counsel's Rej~r~rt, In the Ratter of Ra tU t
vriorLt3y, dated December 3, 1993.

eeReel 354, pages l#23-1740.

5. Crtiicaion f C toe~ot. daed ,.



hiehael Per3Q* I,,4ep~eu Ao,,,,e, 8.3.
Winshifl~toO, DC 20003

RN: RUN 3501

Dear Rrt. Piper:

jro &pC114 19U.o- th ederal Loction Camieiom :reoeiVdprvt iolatioma of thel Psei-~

-.

Attachnt
IRrrative

DEC 09 g3
Dae the Commission voted to cl0oe the file:

=* : ,i ... ./ .



Wip r. en ibd~i~l ad~e b@--1ted with a separate, £u...... eePoris Party. Yhb c qiat alleged that the C ite e
fm ledtodisclose its asffliated committ..sg coemiupled

comittee funds with personal fundsg and violated certain
reporting, fundraising, and- recordkeeping provisions.Reospondents contended that the Committee was not affiliated withany other committee, the Committee did not commingle its fundsvith personal funds, and that none of the other allegations were
accurate.

Although the allegations were numerous, there was noindication of any serious intent by Respondents to violate theAct, the case had little or no impact on the process, and thecase involved several defunct entities. N~oreover, there were nosubstantial amounts or significant issues relative to the Otberisses pending before the Commssion involved in the allee
violations.
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~bend1.r, WtiomlF1 ~ t.t ftrtyof fttl i~aenter1aa

Cottoowod, as ~326

33: 313 3501

Dear K~r. Chandler:

On April 10, 1992, the Federal 3lection Coinissio 1 notifiedyo of a omplaint alleging certain violations of the federal
osaml .fnt s oeucimd with that notification. € p

th~ oito~twses of thie

~ *
~ Ub

7 _V

em. ~.tt.m., tb~ ~

Siucerly0

AttachmentN~arrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file: DE 9 3DE(: 0 9 t99
i ii J
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faL1e * o disclose its affiliaed "ainttes coe
conttee funds with personal funds; and violated ae: isnreporting, fundraising,_ and recordkeeping provisions.
Res~pondents contended that the Couitte. vas not affiliated withany other commttee, the Committee did not commingle its fundswith personal funds, and that none of the other allegations were
accu rate.

Although the allegations were numerous, there vas noindication of any serious intent by Respondents to violate theAct, the case had little or no impact on the process, and thescase involved several defunct entities. Noreover, there vere nosubstantial amounts or significant issues relative to the o ltissues pending bfore the Coinission involved in the alle,
violations.
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COMMISSION

t:i

DEC1tl8
Frepit .~r ?Ay o

RE: NUR 3501Populist Party of America
Phillip G. Chesler, treasurer
Tom Par ke r
Robert Blumetti
Russel Hunt
Vic Sestokas
Jeff Wilkerson
The Populist Observer

i if to aeorcis its
u, ,ttes. se atanhe4 a 4

4 iq!e, i ' q i et-file mUSt be placed on the public record
w ,5iethn 31 dlys, tis-,celd occur at any tim following
coe fcattlon o0f the Comeission's vote. If you wish to submit
say factal or 1,l usterials to appear on the public record,
tpl a.. e a as a possible. While the file may be placed
on 'the..publlic. .ec'rd prior to receipt of your additimil
int~rims,saWy permissible submissions will be added to the
public reord whe received.



es at #~#a~

Attorney

Attachment
Narrative

Date the ComItssion voted to close the file: ICgg

, , , '

. ., ' I." ,' . ,!i



!'

wis'te et y.diclos comsaim al.e ha h OS t*dilseit afiliad coinitteesg onigeointtee funds with personal fundsng and violated €ertgin
reporting, fundraising, and reoordkeeping provisions.ftspondents contended that the comilttee was not affiliated withany other comittee, the Couittee did not coimngle its fundswith personal funds, and that none of the other allegations were
accurate.

Although the allegations were numerous, there was noindication of any serious intent by Respondents to violate theAct, the case had little or no impact on the process, and thecase involved several defunct entities. Moreover, there were nosoubstanti-al amounts or significant issues relative tO the otherissues pending before the Comission involved in the alleged
violations.



• W ,I tionlmal Porliatatrien" t artyof flrlca
454 Itact Vista Drive
Cottonwood, AS S6326

33: NU 3501
Dear Kr. Chandler:

On April 10, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notified
you of a complaint alleging certain violations of the ,Federal
3lection Caupaiga Act of 1971, as anmadt. A copy of the
complaint was eaclosed with that uotifiontion.

After coiidta the citeintaie. of q~tiat .Ec, the

tiaqtoer.

219-3690.

Sincerely,

Jose N. ltodrigue:
Attarney

Attachment
Wa r rative

Date the Comission voted to close the file: DC.O[C 0 9 599



" Wiper, a. individual associated with a t pte £at'!mplet Party. Yh. complaint a1leged tht the Co tt i.failed to disclose its affiliated coimtees1  omingled
committee funds with personal fundsu and violeted certainreporting, fundraising, and recordkeeping provisions.Respondents contended that the Committee was not affiliated withany other committee, the Committee did not commingle it. fundsvith personal funds, and that none of the other allegations were

accurate

Although the allegations vere numerous, there was noindication of any serious intent by Respondents to violate theAct, the case had little or no impact on the process, and thecase involved several defunct entities. Moreover, there were a.

~~violations,.lnzv-eas n l



" i lstParty of Amorica
" . outh 5Sth Avenue

Citero, IL 60650

33t: RU 3501

Dear Hr. Justice:

On April 10, 1992, the Federal Election Commission notifiedyou of a complaint alleging certain violations of the Fe~deralElection Campign Act of 1971, as amemoed. A copy ofth
eomplaint yes enclosed vith that notification. o

- t Meed

Ue yo have, any .qU n, plis eetact an at :43* )

Sincerely,

Attachment
Narrative

Date the Commission voted to close the file: DEC 8999



! ft er, a.....id. e..'at. wih asep 't

ea ,l d iasclose its affiliated coammitees# comnL1ed
comtte. funds with ]personal funldl/ and violated certain
reporting, fundraising, and recordkeeping provisions.Respondents contended that the Committee was not affiliated with
any other committee, the Committee did not commingle its fundswith personal funds, and that none of the other allegations were
accurate.

Although the allegations were numerous, there was noindication of any serious intent by Respondents to violate theAct, the case had little or no impact on the process, and thecase involved several defunct entities. Nloreover, there were nosubtantial amounts or significant issues relative to the ,thrissues pending before the Comission involved in the all
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