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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

July 6, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
i RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Pierre V. Heftler
o Bodman, Longley & Dahling
34th Floor, 100 Renaissance Center

Detroit, Michigan 48243
Re: MUR 333(76)

o

- Dear Mr. Heftler:
i'ﬁ' This letter is to inform you that the Commission
- determined on June 21, 1978 to reverse its decision
| on December 21, 1977 which found reasonable cause to
Ken) believe that your client, Mr. Henry Ford II, violated
- 2 U.S.C. § 441a.

— Accordingly, this matter has been closed with

v regard to respondent Henry Ford II.

o )

Sincerely,

Associate General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON.D.C.. 20463

July 5, 1978
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Ronald Eastman
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft
11 Dupont Circle

Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 333(76)

Dear Mr. Eastman:

On June 21, 1978, the Commission approved the
enclosed conciliation agreement. Accordingly, we are
sending you a copy of this agreement with regard to
your client, 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign
Committee.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker

I/
Cbarles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel
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o reverse.
I The following service is requested (check one).
Show to whom and date delivered. .. ... ... .____¢
Show to whom, date. and address of delivery ..___¢
] RESTRICTED DELIVERY '
Show to whom and date delivered. ... . .. __¢

] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery 8 _ __
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Before the Federal Election Commission

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government,

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford 11

N Nt N N Nt Nt N

Conciliation Agreement

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Com-
mission (the Commission) on the basis of information ascertained
in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibili-
ties, an investigation was conducted, and the Commission found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (Presidential Committee)
violated 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the Com-
mission and respondent Presidential Committee, having duly
entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do
hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Commission has jurisdiction over respondent
Presidential Committee and the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Presidential Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter,.

IIT. That the pertinent facts of this matter are as




follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976,
to which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondent Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II
paid $1,510.03, respectively, as their shares of the costs of
the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construes "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ... a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents,” in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7) (B) (1)
to include an instance in which a person or group of persons pay
the cost of a function at which a candidate for election to a
federal office appears and makes an address, regardless of the
efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance and address
by the opponent of such candidate.

II. That, according to this construction, the payments
of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II, in
the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03, respectively,
as their shares of the costs of the luncheon were contributions-

in-kind.
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III. 1In accordance with the construction of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (7) (B) (i) described in paragraph I, page 2 of this
agreement, the candidate's appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses so that the expenditures constituted
a contribution. 26 U.S.C. §9002(11).

IV. That respondent Presidential Committee is therefore
deemed to have accepted such contribution to defray expenses
as set forth in 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

V. That inasmuch as the expenditure by Henry Ford II
has already been reimbursed, respondent Presidential Committee
will reimburse the Secretary of the Treasury in the amount of
$3,285.14 (this reimbursement figure is equal to the Nonpartisan
Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's expenditures for the luncheon).

VI. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that it has
knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal

election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(l) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any
requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil
action for relief in the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia.



II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Presidential Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained 1n this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

/P
June 7, 1978 mm%_‘

Date ‘Ronald D. Ea§tman
Counsel fo
1976 Democratic Presidential

‘Di:ommittee, Inc.
June 7, 1978 /M

Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel




LAW CFFICES

VERNER LIIPFERT. BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON
SLITE oo

1660 L STREET MW
WASHINGTON D C 20036

Bv Hand

v, llal Ponder

Federal Election Commission
5 K Street, MNorthwest

Washington, D. C. 20463



o ?

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 5, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan P. Dye, Esq.
Webster & Chamberlain
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

washington, D.C.

Re: MUR 333(76)

Dear Mr. Dye:

On June 28, 1978, the Commission approved the
signed conciliation agreement for your client, Non-
partisan Committee For Good Government. Accordingly, we
are sending you a copy of this agreement.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker

rles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel
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Before the Federal Election Commission

In the Matter of
MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

e et N e e et i

Conciliation Agreement

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out
its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that respondent, Nonpartisan Committee for Good Govern-
ment (the Nonpartisan Committee) violated 2 U.S.C. §434.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Nonpartisan Committee
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to §437g{(a) (5),
do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Nonpartisan Committee and the subject matter of
this proceeding.

II. That respondent Nonpartisan Committee has had a

reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be

taken in this matter.
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ITI. Acting through counsel, respondent has cooperated
with the Federal Election Commission in its investigation of this
matter, responding promptly and candidly to all inquiries by
the Commission.
IV. That the respondent solely for the purposes of
this proceeding admits:
A. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee is the separate
segregated fund established by The Coca-Cola Company ("Company").
B. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was involved
in the planning of a luncheon to which business executives were
invited, the majority of whom were nnt employees of the Company.
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address the
luncheon.
C. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976,
was co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, Chairman of the Company, Edgar
Bronfman, Chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford II,
Chairman of the Ford Motor Company, and was attended by more than
50 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter accepted
the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the lunchecn.
D. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee paid $1,775.11
as its share of the costs of the luncheon.
E. On advice of counsel, respondent Nonpartisan
Committee reported its share of the costs of the luncheon as an
independent expenditure and an officer of the respondent Nonpartisan

Committee certified, under penalty of perjury, that the expenditure
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of $1,775.11 was an independent expenditure and was not made
in cooperation, consultation, or concert with or at the request
or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized committee or
agent of such candidate.
Wherefore, respondent Nonpartisan Committee agrees:
I. That the Commission construes "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ... a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents," in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7)
(B) (i), to include an instance in which a person or group of
persons pay the cost of a function at which a candidate for
election to a federal office appears and makes an address, regard-
less of the efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance
and address by the opponent of such candidate.
II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Nonpartisan Committee of its portion of the luncheon
at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes a contri-
bution-in-kind within the meaning of the Act.
III. Under the construction of the statute adopted by
the Federal Election Commission the aggregate payment of $1,775.11

made by respondent Nonpartisan Committee for its share of the

costs of the luncheon and its share of the costs of the meals served

to the press corps was improperly reported as an independent
expenditure. 2 U.S.C. §434(e) (2).

IV. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will pay a civil
penalty in the amount of five hundred ($500) dollars pursuant to

2 U.S.C. §437(a) (6) (B).
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V. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as

an admission by the respondent that it has knowingly or willfully

violated any provision of the federal election laws or that any

other person has in any way violated such laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS
I. That Commission on request of anyone filing a

complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437(a) (1) concerning the matters at
issue herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with
this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement
or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute
a civil action for relief in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall

become effective as to the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Nonpartisan Committee

shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

Q0 ohy Qe

For the Respondent

AFE

Nonpartisan Committee for Good

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpar*isan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on June 28, 1978, the
Commission approved by a vote of 6-0 the conciliation agreement
in the above-captioned attached to the General Counsel's

memorandum dated June 23, 1978.

Date: é Z’Z&’ZQ Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 6-
6-

3-78, 4:30
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 6-

2
26-78, 12:00




SUBJECT:

Please have the atmh-d ﬂ—orandu m
Conciliation report on MUR 333 di.tributad ﬁp the
Commission on a 48 hour tally basis.

Thank you.

ek
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

June 23, 1978

MEMORANDUM
TO: THE COMMISSION
FROM: WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL (- v
RE: MUR 333 (76) - Conciliation Agreement

On June 22, 1978, we received the attached letter
and signed conciliation agreement for respondent Nonpartisan
Committee For Good Government (Coca-Cola). This is
similar to the conciliation agreement attached to the
Conciliation Report dated March 30, 1978.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Commission

approve the signed conciliation agreement.
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‘P. Q. DRAWER 1734

ATLANTA . GA. 30301

MOBEARTY A XELLER
VICC PREAIDENT
AND

ORPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL June 16, 1978 404-807-212)

CERTIFIED -- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

oy
willfam C. Oldaker 803855
General Counsel
bederal Election Commission
1329 K Strcet, N.W. ,
wanshington, DC 20463 ’

RE: MUR 333 (76)

lloar Mr. Oldaker:

tnclosed are two duplicate original Conciliation Agreements
which conform to the provisions outlined in your letter to
Alan Dye of May 18, 1978. Both have been signed by C. W. Adams,
the current Chairman of the Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Covernment,

Upon receipt of one original Agreement executed by the
Cermivsion, we will then forward to the Commission a check
sn the amount of $500.

Sincerely,
A
Robert A. Keller

AN/ 1o
toclosures
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Before.e Federal Election Commi’on

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

VP N s st NP N Nl utt

Conciliation Agreement

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out
its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that respondent, Nonpartisan Cohmittee for Good Govern-
ment (the Nonpartisan Committee) violated 2 U.S.C. §434.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Nonpartisan Committee
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to §437g(a) (5),
do hecreby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Nonpartisan Committee and the subject matter of
this proceeding.

IT. That respondent Nonpartisan Committee has had a

reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be

taken in this matter,
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I1II. Acting through counsel, respondent has cooperated
with the Federal Election Commission in its investigation of this
matter, responding promptly and candidly to all inquiries by
the Commission.
IV. That the respondent solely for the purposes of
this procceding admits:
A. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee is the separate
scgregated fund established by The Coca-Cola Company ("Company").
B. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was involved
in the planning of a luncheon to which business executives were
{nvited, the majority of whom were not employees of the €ompany.
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address the
lunchceon.
C. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976,
was co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, Chairman of the Company, Edgar
Bronfman, Chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford II,
Chairman of the Ford Motor Company, and was attended by more than
50 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter accepted
the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the luncheon.
D. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee paid $1,775.11
an its share of the costs of the luncheon.
E. On advice of counsel, respondent Nonpartisan
Comntttee reported its share of the costs of the luncheon as an
Independent expenditure and an officer of the respondent Nonpartisan

Cesmittee certified, under penalty of perjury, that the expenditure

Ty oo o =,
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of $1,775.11 was an independent expenditure and was not made
in cooperation, consultation, or concert with or at the request
or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized committee or
agent of such candidate.

wherefore, respondent Nonpartisan Committee agrees:

1. That the Commission construes "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ... a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents," in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7)
(B) (i), to include an instance in which a person or group of
persons pay the cost of a function at which a candidate for
clection to a federal office appears and makes an address, regard-
less of the efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance
and address by the opponent of such candidate.

II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Nonpartisan Committee of its portion of the luncheon
at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes a contri-
bution~-in-kind within the meaning of the Act.

ITI. Under the construction of the statute adopted by

the Federal Election Commission the aggregate payment of $1,775.11
made by respondent Nonpartisan Committee for its share of the
costy of the luncheon and its share of the costs of the meals served
to the press corps was improperly reported as an independent
expenditure., 2 U.S.C. §434(e) (2).

IV.  Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will pay a civil
fenalty in the amount of five hundred ($500) dollars pursuant to

¢ U.S.C. §437(a) (6) (B).




V. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by the respondent that it has knowingly or willfully
violated any provision of the federal election laws or that any

other person has in any way violated such laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. That Commission on request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437(a) (1) concerning the matters at
issuc herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with
this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement
or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute
a civil action for relief in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall

become cffective as to the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

ITI. It is agreced that respondent Nonpartisan Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

[T

ﬂ [+<

For the Respondent

Nonpartisan Committee for Good

Government

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

T
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee for
Good Government;

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.;

Edgar Bronfman; and

Henry Ford, II.

MUR 333 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on June 21, 1978, the Commission
took the following actions in the above-captioned matter:

1. Determined by a vote of 6-0 to adopt the recommendation

of the General Counsel to approve the signed conciliation

agreement for the 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc., attached to the General Counsel's Report

signed June 12, 1978.
2. Failed to pass the following motion:

MOVED that the Commission approve recommendations 2, 3,
and 4 in the General Counsel's Report signed June 12, 1978.

The vote was: YEA (3) Commissioners Aikens, Harris, Springer

NAY (3) Commissioner Staebler, Thomson, and
Tiernan.

3. Failed to pass the following motion with regard to the
conciliation agreement with Henry Ford, II:

MOVED that the staff be instructed to include language in
the conciliation agreement that respondent Henry Ford Il

"agree that he will not undertake any activity which is in
violation of the Act. 2 U.S.C. Section 431, et seq."

The vote was: YEA (1) Commissioner Tiernan

NAY (5) Commissioners Aikens, Harris, Springer,
Staebler, and Thomson.

CONTINUED



CERTIFICATION ON MUR 333 (76) Page 2

4. Determined by a vote of 4-1 to reverse the December 21,
1977 finding of Reasonable Cause to Believe that Henry
Ford, II had violated 2 U.S.C. Section 44la.

The vote was: YEA (4) Commissioners Aikens, Harris,
Staebler, and Thomson

NAY (1) Commissioner Tiernan
ABSTAIN (1) Commissioner Springer
This concluded the actions taken on MUR 333 (76) at the

Commission meeting of June 21, 1978.

¢ [26/o5

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Attest:
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

BEFOR,THE FEDERAL ELECTION commg:ION June 21, 1978

June 9, 1978

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

MUR 333 (76)

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

The status of the matters regarding each of the four
respondents are presented individually below.

1. Nonpartisan Committee For Good Government (Nonpartisan
Committee) :

Staff was notified on June 7, 1978 that respondent
had signed our proposed conciliation agreement which was
attached to the Conciliation Report dated March 30, 1978.
2. 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc.:

On June 7, 1978, the respondent signed and delivered
to the Commission the conciliation agreement which was
approved by the Commission on May 10, 1978 (see Attachment A}.
3. Edgar Bronfman:

A conciliation agreement has already been entered.

4. Henry Ford II1:

On June 5, 1978, the staff received a letter and
proposed conciliation agreement from Mr. Heftler, legal
counsel for Henry Ford II (see Attachment B). Included
with this letter was a copy of a letter dated May 31, 1978

addressed to the Commissioners from Mr. Heftler.
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We would propose that the Commission must first determine
whether the letter from counsel for Henry Ford II to the Commis-
sioners provides a basis on which to close the matter against
respondent Ford and take no further action. We would point out
that the facts of Mr. Ford's voluntary action in attempting to
rectify the violation (which is the basis of the argument to close
this matter) was set out in the proposed conciliation agreement
attached to the Conciliation Report of February 22, 1978. It
was this consideration that apparently prompted the Commission
to not seek a civil penalty against Henry Ford II, while pursuing
a civil penalty against the Nonpartisan Committee and Bronfman.
However, the Commission apparently deemed at that time that an
admission of having committed a violation was required of Mr. Ford.

If the Commission determines that a conciliation agreement
is still appropriate in this matter, then it should consider the
comments below concerning the countersettlement proposed by
counsel for Henry Ford II.

This Office disagrees with some of the proposals made by
Mr. Heftler in the attached conciliation agreement. Specifically,
page 2, paragraph C states that: "... Prior to 1976 respondent
Henry Ford II had, on a number of occasions, hosted a luncheon
or dinner or similar function for the purpose of introducing
to the business community a candidate for federal or state
office." This language is self-serving and inappropriate for a
conciliation agreement.

Paragraph I, page 3 should be changed to read:

"I. That the Commissicon construes 'cooperation, consultation,
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or concert, with...a candidate, his authorized political
committees, or their agents,' in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7)(B) (i)
to include an instance in which a person or group of
persons pay the cost of a function at which a candidate
for election to a federal office appears and makes an
address, regardless of the efforts made to obtain a
similar subsequent appearance and address by the opponent
of such candidate." This language was adopted by the
Commission in the conciliation agreement for the Presidential
Committee on May 10, 1978.

Lastly, page 3, paragraph IV contains language that this
Office has not agreed to. Therefore, we are substituting the

following language which is similar to that contained

in the conciliation agreement sent to Mr. Heftler on May 1, 1978:

" That the respondent Henry Ford II will pay no civil

penalty because, on his own accord, he made a good faith

effort to rectify the violation prior to the Commission's

knowledge and investigation of the matter, by seeking and

obtaining a reimbursement in full from the Demccratic

National Committee for the amount expended for the luncheon."”
This Office recommends that the above described changes

be made in the conciliation agreement if the Commission insists

upon a conciliation agreement for respondent Henry Ford II.

Recommendation

1. Approve the signed conciliation agreement for the

Presidential Committee.
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2. Require conciliation with respondent Henry Ford II on
the basis of the conciliation agreement attached to the
notification letter.

3. Approve the conciliation agreement attached to the
notification letter.

4. Send attached notification letter and conciliation

agreement to counsel for Henry Ford II.

eé/// -// 78 /ﬂé)xﬁ‘// 44)

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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June 7, 1978

Mr. William C. Oldaker, Esguire
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
RE: MUR 333(76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

ATTACHIIENT A

ONEC WALL STRECT
NEW YORK, 6 N. Y. 10008
TCLEPHONE: (212) 783-1000
CABLE ADORKSS: LABELLUM
TELEX: 12-0le68

687468
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Enclosed is the conciliation agreement,
approved by the Commission in the above matter,
signed on behalf of the 1976 Democratic Presiden-

tial Campaign Ccmmittee.

Sincerely,

4 AU

Lvrida S. Mounts

LSM/dsft
cc: vHal Ponder
Enclosure
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Before the Federal Election Commission

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government,

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

Conciliation Agreement

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Com-
mission (the Commission) on the basis of information ascertained
in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibili-
ties, an investigation was conducted, and the Commission found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (Presidential Committee)
violated 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the Com-
mission and respondent Presidential Committee, having duly
entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do
hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Commission has jurisdiction over respondent
Presidential Committee and the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Presidential Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts of this matter are as
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follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976,
to which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondent Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II
paid $1,510.03, respectively, as their shares of the costs of
the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construes "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ... a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents,” in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7) (B) (i)
to include an instance in which a person or group of persons pay
the cost of a function at which a candidate for election téwa
federal office appears and makes an address, regardless of the
efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance and address
by the opponent of such candidate.

II. That, according to this construction, the payments
of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II, in
the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03, respectively,

as their shares of the costs of the luncheon were contributions-

in-kind.
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III. In accordance with the construction of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (7) (B) (i) described in paragraph I, page 2 of this
agreement, the candidate's appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses so that the expenditures constituted
a contribution. 26 U.S.C. §9002(1ll).

IV. That respondent Presidential Committee is therefore
deemed to have accepted such contribution to defray expenses
as set forth in 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

V. That inasmuch as the expenditure by Henry Ford II
has already been reimbursed, respondent Presidential Committee
will reimburse the Secretary of the Treasurvy in the amocunt of
$3,285.14 (this reimbursement figure is equal to the Nonpartisan
Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's expenditures for the luncheon).

VI. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that it has
knowingly or willfully violated any provisicn of the federal

election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any
requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil
action for relief in the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia.



II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
Secome effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.
III. It is agreed that respondent Presidential Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

June 7, 1978 ::>

Date ‘Ronald D. E
Counsel fo
1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.

[
O
~J
[00)

June 7, :
Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel -
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May 31, 1978

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street,
Washington, D. C.

Attn:

Dear Mr.

1978)

N.W.
20463

Hal Ponder

Ponder:

In accordance with our recent conversation,
enclosing a form of conciliation agreement

MUR.@EE:YG)

OAXLAND COUNTY OFFiICK
7385 WESY 081G 8CAVER ACAD
sSuITE 2020
TROY, MICHIGAN 48084
(313) 382- 2110

JOSEPH A SULLIVAN
COUNSEL

HENRY € BODMAN
874-1963
CLIFFORD B LONGLEY
8868 1954
HENRY C. BOGLE
1892- 1977

r+t*ﬁib11e£s

I am
(draft of May 31,
which I would sign if the Commission decides that there

must be a conciliation agreement in this case. I believe you

will find that it follows our conversation and includes only
those changes from your draft that you said you would aceept.

At the same time, and believing the censure and humili-

ation of a conciliation agreement is inappropriate to this case,
and feeling entitled to have these issues made known to the

Commission in my own way,

I have written a letter to each of the

Commissioners setting forth why we feel no action should be

taken.

PVH/ch
Encl.

A copy of that letter is enclosed.

T await word of the Commission's decision.

Very truly yours,

Pierre V. HeftLer
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" BEdgar Bronfman and
- Henry Ford II

BEFO& THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMQSSION
JUNE , 1978

HEFTLER TORAFT

Draft of May 31, 1978

In the Matter of:

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc.

MUR 333 (76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its
supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that respvondent Henry Ford II violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Henry Ford II, having
duly entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C:w§437g(a)(5),
do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commissicon has juris-
diction over respondent Henry Ford II and the subject matter of
this proceeding.

II. That respondent Henry Ford II has had a reason-
able opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken

in this matter.

ITI. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A A. Respondent Henry Ford II co-sponsored a luncheon

to which business executives were invited.

Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

1976,

|
|
Presidential nominee \
B. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, !

was co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, chairman of the Nonpartisan f

i Committee For Good Government (the Nonpartisan Committee), Edgar |

Bronfman, chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford
I1, chairman of Ford Motor Company; and was attended by approxi-
mately 52 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter

accepted the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the

.| luncheon.

C. Respondent Henry Ford II paid $1,510.03 for his

~share of the costs of the luncheon. Prior to 1976 respondent

i
o

~ilenry Ford

I1 had, on a number of occasions, hosted a luncheon or

. , .
idinner or similar function for the purposc of introducing to the

‘' business community a candidate for federal or state office.

1

: D. Subsequently, and on being advised by his counsel .
|r '
ithat paving for the Carter luncheon might, under the 1976 amend- |
.‘v l ) . i
.ments to the law, be construed as a contribution, respondent !
! !

iHenry Ford II voluntarily sought to redress the situation and i

.maxe the question moot by seeking reimbursement from the Democratic

[N

iiuational Committee.
{

E. Respondent Henry Ford II was reimbursed in full

j‘for his expenditure for the luncheon on October 22, 1976. -

|
|
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Wherefore, respomdent Henry Ford II and the Commission
agree:

I. That the Commission construes any instance 1in
which a person ways tiie cost of a social function at which a
single candidatce for clection to a federal office appears,
rcgardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent
appearance by the opponent of such qgndidate, to be made for the
purpcse of influencing a federal clection and therefore to fall
within the definition of a "contribution" or "expenditure"
within the meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971

{the Act), as amended.

N

=

IT. That the payment by rescvondent llenry Ford II o

ot

‘o his portion of the luncheon at which Presidential nominees Carter

12 <con

1
-

3

~ avoearc: constituted, according Lo thoe Commissio Truc-

¢
{

ticn, a "contribution" or "oupenditurae'" withi n2 meanint o€

=
oy
cr

[ et Yok
-~ ITTI. That because the nayme~t of $1,510.03 made by

of the

T
0]

respondent flenry Ford IT1 for his share of the

(9]

os
luncneon exceaded the 51,000 limitation orovided in 2 U.5.C.
§44la(a) (1) (A), the Commission construes that respondent Henry
ford II's pavment was made in violation of such section.

Iv. That the Commission has determined that the
resnondent Honry Ford IT vay no civil penalty because, on his

own accord, he made a good faith effort to rectify a matter,

construed by the Commission as a violation, prior to the Commis-
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sion's knowledae and investigation of the matter, by seeking and
obtaining, before the campaign was over, 2 roimbursement in full
from the Democratic National Committee for the amount expended
for the lunchecon.

V. That this agreement shall in no manner be con-
strued as an admission by respondent Henry Ford II that he has
xnowingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal
election laws.

GONERAL COWDITIONS

I. It is mutually agreed that this agrecement shall
beccme effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has apnroved the entire acree-

DATE PIZRRT V. USFTLLR
FOR TUE RESPONDENT
HENRY FORD II

WILLIAM C. OLDAKLER
GONLERAL COUNETL
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The Honorable Joan D. Aikens

The Honorable Robert 0. Tiernan

The Honorable Thomas E. Harris

The Honorable Neil 0. Staebler

The ilonorable William G. Springer

The Honorable Vernon W. Thomson
Federal Election Commissioners
Federal FElection Commission
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commissioners:

Since August, 1977, I have been involved in discussions
with vour staff on whether our client, Henry Ford II, should bhe
recquired to enter into a conciliation agreement because~of his
participation in a businessman's luncheon attended by president-
ial candidate Jimmv Carter. For reasons which I will expnlain,
Mr. Ford feels the facts in this case do not warrant a concilia-
tion agreement whereas your staff insists that there be one. 1In
my letter of March 6, 1978 to your staff, I asked that, if the
staff intended *to propose to the Commission any action other than
closing the file, I be given the opportunity to appear before the
Commission and present argument. The staff's response was: "If
you choose not to consent to the conciliation aqreement, vou will
have the opportunity to present argument in court."

I feel strongly, particularly under the unusual facts
of this case, that therc ought to be some way for a person under
investigation by the Commission to put his side of the matter “to
the members of the Commission directly. To communicate with the
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' Federal Election Commissioners May 31, 1978
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Washington, D. C.

Page 2.

Commission only through the staff with whom he is already in
disagreement, amounts to a decnial of effective communication
between the one being investigated and the body whose judgment he
is entitled to have in the disposition of his case. I have,
therefore, presumed to send to each member of the Commission and,
of course, to the Commission's General Counsel, this letter
setting out as briefly as possible the issue in this case:

1. The Facts.

For a number of years Henry ford II sponsored lunchecons
or dinners held to introduce political candidates to the business
community. Prior to the election law amendments of 1976, payment
for such a luncheon was not considered a political contribution.

On May 20, 1976 Henry Ford II was invited by J. Paul
Austin to join him and Edgar Bronfman in hosting a businessman's
luncheon at which candidate Jimmy Carter would appear and speak.
Mr. Ford agreced. The luncheon took nlace or July 22, 1976,
attended by 52 business persons. Candidate Jimmy Carter was
presont and spoke. Henry Ford II's one-+-hird share of the bill
was $1,510.03. He recceived this bill approwimately Auqust 2,
1976, approved it for payment, and it was paid Aucust 10th, out
of his personal funds.

Several weeks later, Henry Ford IIl's secretary broucht
to his attention a memo writiten by me in response to the secretary's
request for general informatin on political contributions under

Federal and Michigan law. This memo set out wvarious limitations

and included a warning on independent expenditures and on acting

as a host. As a result of the warning in this memorandum, Henry
Ford II instructed me to look into the Jimmy Carter lunchecon. I
investigated the facts and consulted with representatives of Mr.
Austin and !Mr. Bronfman, and on September 21 I advised that the
payment of the luncheon bill miaght be construed to be a contribution
under the 1976 amendments. Mr. Ford immediatelyv applied for
reimbursement tfrom the Democratic Mational Committee and he was
reimbursed in full on October 22, 1976.

Two other facts, although not crucial, are of some
pertinence: The plans included having candidate Gerald Ford
address the same group of business executives, but it was never
possible to arrange a suitable date. The luncheon bill included
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not only the cost for those for whom the luncheon was intended;
it also included the cost of meals for the press corps that
travelled with the candidate. If this latter cost were excluded,
Mr. Ford's share of the bill would have been less than $1,000.

2. liegotiations with Staff.

Your staff's first inquiry into this was bv letter of
Julv 29, 1977, some 9 months later. I responded on August 11,
1277, by lettcr reciting the facts, giving copies of the check by
which the bill was paid by Mr. Ford, and the one by which he was
reimbursed kv the Democratic National Committee, and I stated
that we had considered the matter closed.

Following this we have had a number of letters back and
forth. The staff insists upon a conciliation agreecment. We have
insisted there is nothing to conciliate, that there 1is nothing
for the Commission to correct; and that if anv error was made, it
was corrected by Mr. Ford himself when he procecded, @ntirelvy on
his own initiative, and without any thouuht of there being an
investication, to correct any violation that -
by obtaining reimbursoment from a propoer parbty.

miaoht pave existrd

A

sta has insisted that obtaining reimbursement
"does noct obviate the violation", pointing out that the reimbursement
was not obtainad until three months after the evenc. But reimbursce-
ment was obtailned within two months after payment; it was requested
within about two weeks after Mr. Tord Lecame aware that there

mignt e a oroblem:; and, most importvant of all, the correction by

Mr. Ford was instituted sua sponte, and accomplished while the
political campalan was still @cinq on.

The sta insists that whenever there is a violation
therc must be a conciliation agreement, a position which I
submit is contrary to the statute, for the statute provides in
437(g) (1) that a wuersen believed by the Commission to have
"commitiod a vielatzion" is to be given an opportunity to demon-—
strate that "no action should ke taken". T “hink it is signi-
ficant that the statute does not require a nercon bo demonstrate
that there was no violation but onlv that no actiocn should be
taken. If, under the circumstances here, action must be taken,.

the words, carefully selected by Congress, have no rational
meaning and serve no useful purpose. -

We are now at the point where the staff, in effect, has

said elther we have a conciliation agreement or I must present my
arquments to the court.
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3. Objections to Conciliation Agrecment.

The staff has made a number of suggestions as to the
form of the conciliation agreement and I am prepared to say that
if tiiecre must be a conciliation agrcement the form now proposed
i3 as innocuous as one could imagine. However, it is not so much
the form of the conciliation agreement which is objectionable as
it is the fact that a conciliation agreement in any form is
demanded.

We take the position that, given the circumstances in
this case, being required to sign an agreement can have no other
purpose than to humiliate Mr. Ford. A conciliation agreement is
a method by which violators of the Federal election laws are
brought into line; by which violators are regquired to make some
amends for thelr transgressions; and by which others are warned
not to be violators. Now 1t does not matter that the form of
agrecement now proposed for Mr. Ford ics relatively innocunus. The
conciliation agrecement becomes a matter of vublic record. Even

1f it 1s reported verbatim in the press, the readers would not ke
suiiliciently versed on the subject to distinguish bersween an
lnncocuous ”ﬂ“c111abloﬂ aarecment and a most severe one. The
persons named 1n conciliation agreements would all ke lumped
tOjo: w2r as reprchensible persons whom a Federal acency decided
snould b2 censured for their actions.

Instead of beling cersured and humiliatew, we thinx Mr.
Tord should be commended for his etforts to abide by the law and,
without any outside stimulus, to correct any instance where there
misht have been a guestion. We would suggest that if all persons
could be ccunted on to have the same attitude toward the election
laws and to see to it that contributions come from proper sources
there would be no need for the Commission to have any enforcement
apparatus whatever.
_ we submit, as we have to the staff, that this is an

instance in which, in the words of the statute, "no action should

be taken"
3. Policy Toward Spontancous Correction. .
Thrce persons were involved in hosting this luncheon:
Mr. Ford, and Messrs. 3ronfman and Austin. The last two have

signed (or are about to sign) conciliation agreements which

’
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include express or imnlied admissions that therc was a violation
and provide for a $500 finc. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr.
Ford acted prombtly to correct any possible violation, without
anv knowledge of or stimulus provided by the FEC, whereas the
others did not, the staff proposes that conciliation agreements
be roquired from all three with the differcnce that no fine

will be axacted from Mr. Ford.

Now if the staff has i1ts way what has Mr. Ford gained
by having himself undertaken to correct the matter? He has
saved $50010

I put it to you that to a person with the means to
make a $1,500 contribution, a $500 saving is nothing. And if
it is to be the position of the Commission that one who, upon
his own discovery that he has a political contribution problem,
undartaxes to correct the same will save himself 5500 but
otherwisae be put through the same humiliation and censure as
ancther who 1s aware of the oroblem bui elects to do nothinag,
thon the former would be well advised to do rnothing, keep
everviihing as quiet as possible, and hope the matter escapes
official attention.

This can hardly be souna public policy or a sound way
£o erncouraqge respeoct for the election laws.

5. Reason for Mot Litizating.

When it first becan to avnpear that the stafif might
insist on a conciliation aarczment Mr. Ford had resolved, as a
matter of princinle, to force the issue into the courts, if
necessary.  In addition ko there being some lcoal 1ssues as bt
the oxistence of a violation (the plan to neld a similar luncheon
with candidate Gerald Ford could no: be worked out; disreoarding
the cost of luncheons for the cangdaLc S supernumnery preés
ccntincent, the amount involved is less than 51900: and the

purvose of the luncheon was not to influ2ance the electior but

to inTluence the candidate), there is also tho guestion of
whether, as a matter of law, any violation was obviated by
securing reoimbursement from a pDropor sourc2 bhatore the eleoc-ion
was over, and the question of whorther under ail the circumstances
1t would be an abuse of the court's process to be bringing to

it a matter already corrected. :

Unfortunatelv, entirely unrelated events have since
causcd Mr. Ford to submit to a cenciliation agrcement, 1f demanded
by the Commission. I reofer to a stockholders' suit recently
ins;ituted by Roy Cohn, a well-known controversial lawyer,

against Mr. Ford and charging him, as the chief executive of Ford
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Motor Company, with various financial wrongdoings including
accepting a $750,000 bribe, purchasing and furnishing dwellings
in England with Company funds, etc. Although these charges are
utterly without foundation and have been vigorously dcnied in
detail, they are reported in the press and doubtless cach step in
the progress of that litigation will be reported, but in the
nature of things it could be a ycar or two or more bhefore the
public learns from the court that the charges are without any

foundation.

tthile there 1s no conncection between that stockholders’
suit and this campaign contribution matter, suit by the Commission
against Mr. Ford at this time could be misconstrued by some as
calling into question Mr. Ford's integrity or his reputation as a
law-abiding citizen or in some crazy way supportive of Mr. Cohn's
unfounded charges.

Therefore, Mr. Ford has foregone his original resolve
not to accept censure and has instructed me to sign a concilia-
tion agreement to dispose of the matter if the Commission does
not agree that "no action should be taken".

* * >

In brief, but for this other zendinag litigation, it
would be our advice and Mr. Ford's inclination tc challenue the
staff's position in court. Since the time is unfortunately nct
provitious for this, I reguest the Commission afford the relief I
believe, in normal times, we would obtain from a court. I believe
the statute above cited providas the authority for "no action",
and the facts of this case warrant such relief.

I understand that there is no other instance in wihich
the staff has nursued an excess contributor who obtained reimburse-
ment entirely on nis own initiative and before the campaign was
over. Mr. Ford is not asking for special treatment. Rather he
is seerxing to avoid "special treatment" by the FEC staff, for it
is lnconceivable that any citizen not a public figure would be
required to sign a conciliation agreement under the circumstances.

Your attention to this matter is grecatly appreociated.

Very sincerely yours, .

Pierre V. Hef ’er

PVH/ch
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CERTIFIED ~-- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

803856
William C. Oldaker J
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

Enclosed are two duplicate original Conciliation Agreements
which conform to the provisions outlined in your letter to
Alan Dye of May 18, 1978. Both have been signed by C. W. Adams,

the current Chairman of the Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government.

Upon receipt of one original Agreement executed by the
Commission, we will then forward to the Commission a check
in the amount of $500.

Sincerely,

AV ‘ az
{63/.;7 )/’77 /k(:///“
Robert A. Keller

RAK/1lc
Enclosures
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JOHN A. SULLIVAN
RICHARD T. TAYLOR
COURTLAND W TROUTMAN
JONATHAN M. WAINWRIGHT
JOHN J. WALSH
MALCOLM P. WATTMAN
ARNOLD J. ZURCHER, JR.

W.@

Mr.
General Couns

éaéu%vfgzyhnufbevd;

20036

. W /202) -’A 7"r5’/00
Tiar: 710-838- 1934

June 7,
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William C. Oldaker,

1978

Esquire

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.
RE:

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

20463

MUR 333(76)

— aC 530/53;L~
f PR

ONE WALL STRECY
NEW YORK, N. Y. 1000Ss
TELEPHONE: (212) 788-1000
CABLE ADDRESS: LABELLUM
TELEX: 12-Olag

687488

Enclosed is the conciliation agreement,
approved by the Commission in the above matter,
signed on behalf of the 1976 Democratic Presiden-
tial Campaign Committee.

LSM/dsf
cc: Hal Fond
Enclosure

Sincerely,

4 A U

Ly

er

da S.

Mounts
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Mr. Hlal Ponder, DBsquric
Oftfice of the General Counscl
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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THEODORE SOURIS
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WALTER O KOCH
ALFRED C WORTLEY. JR
MICHAEL B LEWISTON
GEORGE D MILLER JUR
FENNETH R LANGO
LLOYD C FELL

JAMES T HEIMBUCH
HEROLD McC DEASON
JAMES A SMITH
GERALD VAN WYKE
JAMES R BUSCHMANN
JOSEPH N BROWN
ANDREW J BRODER
GEORGE G KEMSLEY
MICHAEL A STACK
DAYID M HEMPSTEAD
JOSEPH U KOCHANER
RANDOLPH & PERRY
RATHLEEN A LIECER
<AMES J WALSH
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34™ FLOOR. 100 RENAISSANCE CENTER
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(313) 289 7777

May 31, 1978

Mr. William C. Oldaker

General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attn:

Dear Mr.

Hal Ponder

In accordance with our recent conversation,

MUR 333(76)

‘72(’0390/

88327

OAKLAND COUNTY OFFICE
755 WEST BIG BSEAVER ROAD

SUITE 2020

TROY. MICHIGAN 48084
(313) 362-2110

JOSEPH A SULLIVAN

COUNSEL

HENRY E BODMAN

874 1963

CLIFFORD B LONGLEY

1888 1954

HENRY ¢ BOGLE

892 1977

enclosing a form of conciliation agreement (draft of May 31,
1978) which I would sign if the Commission decides that there

must be a conciliation agreement in this case.

I believe you

will find that it follows our conversation and includes only
those changes from your draft that you said you would accept.

At the same time, and believing the censure and humili-

ation of a conciliation agreement is inappropriate to this case,
and feeling entitled to have these issues made known to the

Commission in my own way,

I have written a letter to each of the

Commissioners setting forth why we feel no action should be

taken.

PVH/ch
Encl.

A copy of that letter is enclosed.

I await word of the Commission's decision.

Very truly yours,

Pierre V. H ftLer
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© Presidential Campaign
| Committee, Inc.
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_ Nonpartisan Committee For

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
JUNE , 1978

Draft of May 31, 1978

In the Matter of:

Good Government, 1976 MUR 333 (76)

Edgar Bronfman and
Henry Ford II

®s 95 ee ss se se es eo

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of

information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its

supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that respondent Henry Ford II violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the

: Federal Election Commission and respondent Henry Ford II, having

- duly entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5),

. do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has juris-

diction over respondent Henry Ford II and the subject matter of

- this proceeding.

II. That respondent Henry Ford II has had a reason-

{ able opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken |

Lin this matter.

II1I. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A. Respondent Henry Ford II co-sponsored a luncheon

)
i
)

|
i
i
‘to which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee
}Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

j

B. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976,
iwas co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, chairman of the Nonpartisan
iCommittee For Good Government (the Nonpartisan Committee), Edgar
;Bronfman, chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford
ﬁII, chairman of Ford Motor Company; and was attended by approxi-
jmately 52 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter
‘accepted the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the
‘luncheon.

C. Respondent Henry Ford II paid $1,510.03 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon. Prior to 1976 respondent
Henry Ford II had, on a number of occasions, hosted a luncheon or
‘dinner or similar function for the purpose of introducing to the
business community a candidate for federal or state office.

D. Subsequently, and on being advised by his counsel
jthat paying for the Carter luncheon might, under the 1976 amend-

~ments to the law, be construed as a contribution, respondent

‘Henry Ford II voluntarily sought to redress the situation and

make the question moot by seeking reimbursement from the Democratic

National Committee.

E. Respondent Henry Ford II was reimbursed in full

_Efor his expenditure for the luncheon on October 22, 1976.
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Wherefore, respondent Henry Ford II and the Commission
agree:

b That the Commission construes any instance in
which a person pays the cost of a social function at which a
single candidate for clection to a federal office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent
appearance by the opponent of such candidate, to be made for the
purpese of influencing  federal election and therefore to fall
within the definition of a "contribution" or "cupenditure"
within the meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971
(the Act), as amended.

IT. That the payment by respondent Henry For:d II of
his portion of the luncheon at which Presidential nomince Carter
appeared constituted, according to the Commission's construc-
tion, a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of
the Act.

TedL 1] That because the payment of $1,510.03 made by
respondent Henry Ford II for his share of the costs of the
luncheon exceeded the $1,000 limitation provided in 2 U.S.C.
§d44la(a) (1) (A), the Commission construes that respondent Henry
Ford II's payment was made in violation of such section.

1AV That the Commission has determined that the
respondent lenry Ford TII pay no civil penalty hecausce, on his
own accord, he made a good faith effort to rectify a matter,

construed by the Commission as a violation, prior to the Commis-
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sion's knowledge and investigation of the matter, by seeking and
obtaining, before the campaign was over, a reimbursement in full
from the Democratic Wational Committee for the amount expended
for the luncheon.

Ve T"hat this agreement shall in no manner hbe con-
strued as an admission by respondent Henry Ford II that he has
knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal
election laws.

GUNERAL CONDITIONS

Jic It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agree-

ment.

PTERRF V. HFRFTLLER
FOR THE RESPONDENT
HENRY FORD IT

PATE

WILLIMNM C. OLDAKLER
GENERAL COUNSET
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The Honorable Joan D. Aikens

The Honorable Robert O. Tiernan

The Honorable Thomas E. larris

The Honorable Neil 0. Staebler

The Honorable William G. Springer

The Honorable Vernon W. Thomson
Federal Election Commissioners
Federal Ilection Commission
Washington, D. C.
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Dear Commissioners:

Since August, 1977, I have been involved in discussions
with your staff on whether our client, Henry Ford II, should be
required to enter into a conciliation agreement because of his
participation in a businessman's luncheon attended by president-
ial candidate Jimmy Carter. For reasons which I will explain,
Mr. Ford feels the facts in this case do not warrant a concilia-
tion agreement whereas your staff insists that there be one. 1In
my letter of March 6, 1978 to your staff, I asked that, if the
staff intended to propose to the Commission any action other than
closing the file, I be given the opportunity to appear before the
Commission and present argument. The staff's response was: "If
you choose not to consent to the conciliation agreement, you will
have the opportunity to present argument in court."

I feel strongly, particularly under the unusual facts
of this case, that there ought to be some way for a person under
investigation by the Commission to put his side of the matter to
the members of the Commission directly. To communicate with the
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Commission only through the staff with whom he is already in
disagreement, amounts to a denial of effective communication
between the one being investigated and the body whose judgment he
is entitled to have in the disposition of his case. I have,
therefore, presumed to send to each member of the Commission and,
of course, to the Commission's General Counsel, this letter
setting out as briefly as possible the issue in this case:

1. The Facts.

For a number of years Henry Ford II sponsored luncheons
or dinners held to introduce political candidates to the business
community. Prior to the election law amendments of 1976, payment
for such a luncheon was not considered a political contribution.

On May 20, 1976 llenry Ford II was invited by J. Paul
Austin to join him and Edgar Bronfman in hosting a businessman's
luncheon at which candidate Jimmy Carter would appear and specak.
Mr. Ford agreed. The luncheon took place on July 22, 1976,

attended by 52 business persons. Candidate Jimmy Carter was
present and spoke. Henry Ford TI's one-third share of the bill
was $1,510.03. He received this bill approximately August 9,

1976, approved it for payment, and it was paid August 10th, out
of his personal funds.

Several weeks later, Henry Ford II's secretary brought
to his attention a memo written by me in response to the secretary's
request for general information on political contributions under
Federal and Michigan law. This memo set out various limitations
and included a warning on independent expenditures and on acting
as a host. As a result of the warning in this memorandum, Henry
Ford II instructed me to look into the Jimmy Carter luncheon. I
investigated the facts and consulted with representatives of Mr.
Austin and Mr. Bronfman, and on September 21 I advised that the
payment of the luncheon bill might be construed to be a contribution
under the 1976 amendments. Mr. Ford immediately applied for
reimbursement from the Democratic National Committee and he was
reimbursed in full on October 22, 1976.

Two other facts, although not crucial, are of some
pertinence: The plans included having candidate Gerald Ford
address the same group of business executives, but it was never
possible to arrange a suitable date. The luncheon bill included
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Washington, D. C.
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not only the cost for those for whom the luncheon was intended;
1t also included the cost of meals for the press corps that
travelled with the candidate. If this latter cost were excluded,
Mr. Ford's share of the bill would have bheen less than $1,000.

2", llegotiations with Staff.

Your staff's first inquiry into this was by letter of
July 29, 1977, some 9 months later. I responded on August 11,
1977, by lotter reciting the facts, giving copies of the check by
which the bill was paid by Mr. Ford, and the one hy which he was
reimbursed by the Democratic National Committee, and I stated
that we had considered the matter closed.

Following this we have had a number of letters back and
forth. The staff insists upon a conciliation agreement. We have
insisted there is nothing to conciliate, that there is nothing
for the Commission to correct; and that if any error was made, it
was corrected by Mr. Ford himself when he proceeded, entirely on
his own initiative, and without any thought of therc being an
investigation, to correct any violation that might have existed
by obtaining reimbursement from a proper party.

The staff has insisted that obtainingy reimbhursement
"does not obviate the violation", pointing out that the reimburserent
was not obtained until three months after the event. But reimhurse-
ment was obtained within two months after payment; it was reguested
within about two weeks after Mr. Ford became aware that there
might bhe a problem; and, most important of all, the correction by
Mr. Ford was instituted sua sponte, and accomplished while the
political campaign was still going on.

The staff insists that whenever there is a violation
there must be a conciliation agrecment, a position which I
submit is contrary to the statute, for the statute provides in
437 (g) (4) that a person believed by the Commission to have
"committed a violation" is to be given an opportunity to demon-
strate that "no action should be taken". I think it is signi-
ficant that the statute does not rcquire a person to demonstrate
that there was no violation but only that no action should be
taken. I1f, under the circumstances here, action must be taken,
the words, carefully selected by Congress, have no rational
meaning and serve no useful purpose.

We are now at the point where the staff, in effect, has
said either we have a conciliation agreement or I must present my
arguments to the court.
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3. Objections to Conciliation Agreement.

The staff has made a number of suggestions as to the
form of the conciliation agrecement and I am prepared to say that
if there must be a conciliation agreement the form now proposed
is as innocuous as one could imagine. However, it is not so much
the form of the conciliation agreement which is objectionable as
it is the fact that a conciliation agreement in any form is
demanded.

We take the position that, given the circumstances in
this case, being required to sign an agreement can have no other
purpose than to humiliate Mr. Ford. A conciliation agreement is
a method by which violators of the I'ederal election laws are
brought into line; by which violators are required to make some
amends for their transgressions; and by which others are warned
not to be violators. lNow it does not matter that the form of
agreement now proposed for Mr. Ford is relatively innocuous. The
conciliation agrecement becomes a matter of public record. FEvoen
if it is reported verbatim in the press, the readers would not be
sufficiently versed on the subject to distinguish between an
innocuous conciliation agreement and a most severc one. The
persons named in conciliation agreements would all be lumped
together as reprchensible persons whom a Federal agency decided
should be censured for their actions.

Instead of being censured and humiliated, we think Mr.
Ford should be commended for his efforts to abide by the law and,
without any outside stimulus, to correct any instance where there
might have been a question. We would suggest that if all persons
could be counted on to have the same attitude toward the election
laws and to see to it that contributions come from proper sonrces,
there would be no need for the Commission to have any enforcement
apparatus whatever.

We submit, as wo have to the staff, that this 1s an
instance in which, in the words of the statute, "no action should
be taken".

1. Policy Toward Spontancous Corrcction.

Three persons were involved in hosting this luncheon:
Mr. Ford, and Messrs. Bronfman and Austin. The last two have
signed (or are about to sign) conciliation agreements which
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include express or implied admissions that there was a violation
and provide for a $500 fine. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr.
l'ord acted promptly to correct any possible violation, without
any knowledge of or stimulus provided by the FEC, whereas the
others did not, the staff proposes that conciliation agreements
he required from all three with the difference that no fine

will be exacted from Mr. Ford.

Now if the staff has its way what has Mr. Ford gained
by having himself undertaken to correct the matter? He has
saved $500!

I put it to you that to a person with the means to

- make a $1,500 contribution, a $500 saving is nothing. And if
it is to be the position of the Commission that one who, upon

oo his own discovery that he has a political contribution problem,
undertares to correct the same will save himself $500 but

W otherwise be put through the same humiliation and censure as

another who is aware of the problem but elects to do nothing,
then the former would be well advised to do nothing, keep
cverything as quiet as possible, and hope the matter escapes

N
official attention.

(T- \
— This can hardly be sound public policy or a sound way |
= Yo encourage respect for the election laws.
R

5id Reason for Not Litigating. |
(o2 z

When it first began to appear that the staff might
c insist on a conciliation agrcement Mr. Ford had resolved, as a
. matter of princivle, to force the issue into the courts, if

necessary.  In addition to there being some legal issues as to
the existence of a vioclation (the plan to hold a similar luncheon
with candidate Gerald Ford could not be worked out; disregarding
the cost of luncheons {or the candidate's supernumery »Dress
contingent, the amount involved is less than $1000; and the
purposc of the luncheon was not to influence the election but

to influence the candidate), there is also the question of
wheother, as a matter of law, any violation was obviated by
securing reimbursement from a proper source before the election
was over, and the question of whether under all the circumstances
it would be an abuse of the court's process to be bringing to

it a matter already corrected.

Unfortunately, entirely unrelated events have since
caused Mr. Ford to submit to a conciliation agrecement, if demanded
by the Commission. I refer to a stockholders' suit recently
instituted by Roy Cohn, a well-known controversial lawyer,
acainst Mr. Ford and charging him, as the chief executive of For«
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Motor Company, with various financial wrongdoings including
accepting a $750,000 bribe, purchasing and furnishing dwellings
in England with Company funds, etc. Although these charges are
utterly without foundation and have been vigorously denied in
detail, they are reported in the press and doubtless each step in
the progress of that litigation will be reported, but in the
nature of things it could be a year or two or more before the
public learns from the court that the charges are without any
foundation.

While there is no connection bhetween that stockholders'
suit and this campaign contribution matter, suit by the Commissio:n
against Mr. Ford at this time could be misconstrued by some as
calling into question Mr. Ford's integrity or his reputation as a
law-abiding citizen or in some crazy way supportive of Mr. Cohn's
unfounded charges.

Therefore, Mr. Ford has foregone his original resolve
not to accept censure and has instructed me to sign a concilia-
tion agreement to dispose of the matter if the Commission does
not agree that "no action should be taken".

* * *

In briaef, but for this other pendipg litigation, it
would be our advice and Mr. Ford's inclination to challenge the
staff's position in court. Since the time is unfortunately not
propitious for this, I request the Commission afford the relief I
believe, in normal times, we would obtain from a court. I believe
the statute above cited provides the authority for "no action",
and the facts of this case warrant such reclief.

I understand that there 1s no other instance in which
the staff has pursued an excess contributor who obtained reimburse-
ment entirely on his own initiative and before the campaign was
over. Mr. Ford is not asking for special treatment. Rather he
is seeking to avoid "special trecatment" by the FEC staff, for it
is inconceivable that any citizen not a public figure would be
required to sign a conciliation agreement under the circumstances.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.
Very sincerely yours,

\

Pierre V.

He £

PVH/ch
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May 18, 1978
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ronald D. Eastman, Esq.

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard
and McPherson

Suite 1000

1660 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Eastman:

On May 10, 1978, the Commission approved the proposed
conciliation agreement for respondent 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. {(Presidential
Committee) with the exclusion of paragraph III, page 2
and paragraph IV, page 3.

Accordingly, we are submitting the approved concilia-
tion agreement to you for respondent Presidential Commit-
tee. If your client agrees with the provisions of the
agreement, please have it signed and returned to the
Commission within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter.

If you have any questions, please contact Hal Ponder
or Ellen Hughes (telephone no. (202)523-4006). This
letter and the attached conciliation agreement shall
remain confidential unless you state to the Commission
in writing that you wish the investigation to be made

public.
Sincerjly yours,
/%2'
William C{ Oldaker
General Counsel
Enclosure
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Before the Federal Election Commission

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government,

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford I1I

Nt sl N s N s i

Conciliation Agreement

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Com-
mission (the Commission) on the basis of information ascertained
in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibili-
ties, an investigation was conducted, and the Commission found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (Presidential Committee)
violated 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the Com-
mission and respondent Presidential Committee, having duly
entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do
hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Commission has jurisdiction over respondent
Presidential Committee and the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Presidential Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be

taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts of this matter are as
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follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976,
to which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondent Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II
paid $1,510.03, respectively, as their shares of the costs of
the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:
I. That the Commission construes "cooperation,

consultation, or concert, with ... a candidatce, his authorized

political committees, or their agents,”" in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7) (B) (1)

to include an instance in which a person or group of persons pay
the cost of a function at which a candidate for election to a

federal office appears and makes an address, regardless of the

efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance and address

by the opponent of such candidate.

II. That, according to this construction, the payments

of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II, in

the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03, respectively,
as their shares of the costs of the luncheon were contributions-

in-kind.
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III. In accordance with the construction of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (7) (B) (i) described in paragraph I, page 2 of this
agrcement, the candidate's appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses so that the expenditures constituted
a contribution. 26 U.S.C. §9002(11).

IV. That respondent Presidential Committee is therefore
deemed to have accepted such contribution to defray expenses
as set forth in 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

V. That inasmuch as the expenditure by Henry Ford II
has already been reimbursed, respondent Presidential Committee
will reimburse the Secretary of the Treasury in the amount of
$3,285.14 (this reimbursement figure is equal to the Nonpartisan
Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's expenditures for the luncheon).

VI. This agreement shall in no marner be construed as
an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that it has
knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal

election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (l) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any
requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil
action for relief in the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia.
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II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hcereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the cntire
agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Presidential Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

Date For the Respondent
1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committece, Inc.

Date William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463 May 18, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Alan P. Dye, Esg.

Webster & Chamberlain

1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Re: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Dye:

Enclosed is the proposed conciliation agreement which
we believe may satisfy the Commission's aims, as well as
your client's desires.

We have omitted paragraph E, page 2, of your proposed
conciliation agreement dated March 29, 1978, due to the
Commission's objection to this language in a similar
conciliation agreement with another respondent in this
matter. Paragraph E, page 2, of the attached conciliation
agreement includes language that was submitted by you in
a draft conciliation agreement dated July 6, 1977, and
which the Commission approved on July 20, 1977.

We have also amended paragraph I, page 3, of your
proposed conciliation agreement dated March 29, 1978, to
include language which has been approved for another
respondent in this matter.

Accordingly, if your client agrees with the provisions
of the agreement, please have it signed and returned to
the Commission within five (5) days of receipt of this let-
ter.

If you have any questions, please contact Hal Ponder
or Ellen Hughes (telephone no. (202)523-4006). This let-
ter and the attached conciliation agreement will remain
confidential unless you state to the Commission in writing
that you wish the investigation to be made public.

Nz

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
cc: Robert A. Keller
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Before the Federal Election Commission

May 12, 1978

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

N i N it N Nt Nt et

Conciliation Agreement

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out
its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that respondent, Nonpartisan Committee for Good Govern-
ment (the Nonpartisan Committee) violated 2 U.S.C. §434.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Nonpartisan Committee
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to §437g(a) (5),
do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Nonpartisan Committee and the subject matter of
this proceeding.

II. That respondent Nonpartisan Committee has had a

reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be

taken in this matter.
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ITII. Acting through counsel, respondent has cooperated
with the‘Federal Election Commission in its investigation of this
matter, responding promptly and candidly to all inquiries by
the Commission.

IV. That the respondent solely for the purposes of
this proceeding admits:

A. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee is the separate
segregated fund established by the Coca-Cola Company ("Company").

B. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was involved
in the planning of a luncheon to which business executives were
invited, the majority of whom were not employees of the Company.
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address the
luncheon.

C. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976,
was co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, Chairman of the Company, Edgar
Bronfman, Chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford II,
Chairman of the Ford Motor Company, and was attended by more than
50 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter accepted
the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the luncheon.

D. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee paid $1,775.11
as its share of the costs of the luncheon.

E. On advice of counsel, respondent Nonpartisan
Committee reported its share of the costs of the luncheon as an
independent expenditure and an officer of the respondent Nonpartisan

Committee certified, under penalty of perjury, that the expenditure
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of $§1,775.11 was an independent expenditure and was not made

in cooperation, consultation, or concert with or at the request
or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized committee or
agent of such candidate.

Wherefore, respondent Nonpartisan Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construes "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ... a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents," in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7)

(B) (i), to include an instance in which a person or group of
persons pay the cost of a function at which a candidate for
election to a federal office appears and makes an address, regard-
less of the efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance
and address by the opponent of such candidate.

II. That according to this construction, the payment

by respondent Nonpartisan Committee of its portion of the luncheon

at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes a contribu-

tion-in-kind within the meaning of the Act.
I11. Under the construction of the statute adopted by
the Federal Election Commission the aggregate payment of $1,775.11

made by respondent Nonpartisan Committee for its share of the

costs of the luncheon and its share of the costs of the meals served

to the press corps was improperly reported as an independent
expenditure. 2 U.S.C. §434(e) (2).

IV. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will pay a civil
penalty in the amount of five hundred ($500) dollars pursuant to

2 U.S.C. §437(a) (6) (B).
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V. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by the respondent that it has knowingly or willfully
violated any provision of the federal election laws or that any

other person has in any way violated such laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. That Commission on request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437(a) (1) concerning the matters at
issue herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with
this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement
or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute
a civil action for relief in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as to the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Nonpartisan Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

Date For the Respondent
Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman

Henry Ford II

MUR 333 (76)

CERTIFICATION

[, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on May 10, 1978, the Commission
determined by a vote of 6-0 to adopt the recommendation of the
General Caunsel to accept the conciliation agreement attached to
the General Counsel's Report in the above-captioned matter, with

the exception of Paragraph III, page 2 and Paragraph IV, page 3.

I I (7 Marjorie W. Emmons
Cate: 5 2|98 Secretary to the Commission
¥ T
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. EXECUTIVE SESSION
‘ May 10, 1978

Before the Federal Election Commission

May 5, 1978

In the Matter of

MUR 333 (76)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government

1976 Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc.

Edgar Bronfman

Henry Ford II

N e N e e o

General Counsel's Report

The attached draft conciliation agreement has been
submitted by respondent 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign
Committee for Commission approval. Counsel for respondent has
requested that his letter of April 25, 1978 be submitted in
conjunction with the proposed conciliation agreement.

Paragraph I, page 2 of the conciliation agreement is
based on language drafted by the General Counsel's office. This
language contains the ideas discussed at the Commission meeting
of April 13, 1978, but has been amplified both in order to be
more specific and to be in accord with the language used in the
agreement with respondent Bronfman in this same MUR.

The staff recommends against Commission approval of
paragraphs III, page 2 and IV, page 3.

With respect to paragraph III, even though the identical
language was approved by the Commission in the agreement with the
President Ford Committee (MUR 190, 198), it is irrelevant to the

facts in this case. The events in question in the Ford agreement




occurred in 1975, while the events on which this matter is

based occurred in 1976, after the law with its present amendments
became effective. Although the regulations did not become
effective until April 12, 1977, they do not address the issue

at hand (i.e., the issue described in paragraph I, page 2 of the
agreement) . Further, the Supreme Court decision in Buckley v.
Valeo does not deal with this particular issue. Therefore,
paragraph III appears to be particularly inappropriate in this
matter.

With respect to paragraph IV, this language is self-
serving and therefore inappropriate to a conciliation agreement.
Further, since the purpose of the wording would appear to be to
show that the respondents took their actions in good faith, this
idea is clearly implied in the wording of paragraph VIII, page 3,
thereby making paragraph IV unnecessary.

With the exception of paragraphs III and IV (on pages
2 and 3), this office recommends Commission approval of the

conciliation agreement.

Recommendation

Approve the conciliation agreement with the exception

of paragraph 3, page 2 and paragraph IV, page 3.

é%/7g -—t()a;‘/‘//é/)

Dafe 7~ William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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REFYRE THE FEDERAL ELECTIO *—Y”MISSION
April 21, 1978

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford, II

MUR 333 (76)

— e e N N P e

CONCILIATION—AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commissinn
(the Commission) on the basis of information ascertained in the
normal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities,
an investigation was conducted, and the Commission found
reasonable cause to believe that Respondent, 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (Presidential Committee)
violated 26 U.S.C. §9007 (b) (3). .

Now thersfore, the respective parties herein, the Commissicn
and respondent Presidential Committee, having duly entered into
conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g (a) (5), do hereby agree
as follows:

I. That the Commission has jurisdiction over respondent
Presidential Committee and the subject matter of this proceeding.
IT. That respondent Presidential Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be

taken in this matter.

IITI. That the pertinent facts of this matter are as follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976, to
which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee

Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.



B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee For Good Govern-

ment {Nonpartisan Committee) paid—§1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondent Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford, II paid
$1,510.03, respectively, as their shares of the costs of
the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission coné%rues "cooperation,

consultation, or concert, with...a candidate, his authorized

political committees, or their agents,"” in 2 U.S.C. 441la (a) (7) (B) (1),

to include an instance in which a person or group of persons
pay the cost of a function at which a candidate for election
to a federal office appears and makes an address, regardless

efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance
and address by the opponent of_such candidate. *

II. That, according to th&s construction, the payments
of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford,
II in the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03,
respectively, as their shares of the costs of the luncheon
were contributions-in-kind.

III. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and
general elections were the first such elections to be
governed by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended;
that portions of the previous campaign act had been found
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo,
424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that the applicability of the law and
regulations to particular circumstances was unclear during

the 1976 campaign period.

of the
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IV. That respondent Presidential Committee has taken
the position that appearance of a candidate before a group
which is nonpartisan, not established in connection with a
particular election, and which represents that it is issuing
a similar invitation to other major candidates for a subsequent
similar appearance would not constitute a contribution-in-kind.

V. 1In accordance with the construction of 2 U.S.C. §44la
(a) (7) (B) (1) described in paragraph I, page 2 of this agreement,
the candidate's appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses so that the expenditures
constituted a contribution. 26 U.S.C. §9002 (11).

VI. That respondent Presidential Committee is therefore
deemed to have accepted such contribution to defray expenses
as set forth in 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

VII. That inasmuch as the expenditure by Henry Ferd, II
has already been reimbursed, repsondent Presidential Committee
will reimburse the Secretary of the Trecasury in the amount
of $3,285.14 (this reimbursement figure is equal to the
Nonpartisan Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's expenditures for
the luncheon).

VIII. This agreement shall in no manner be construed
as an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that it
has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the
federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g (a) (1) concernign the matters at issue

therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this

agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement
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or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute
a civil action for relief in the G;ited States District
Court for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutuallv agreed that this adgreement—shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire
agreement.

ITI. It is agreed that respondent Presidential Committee
shall have 30 dayes from the date this agrrement becomes

effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT

1976 DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, INC.

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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LAW OFFICES

VERNER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON

JAMES M. VERNER
EUGENE T. LIIPFERT
BERL BERNMARD
HARRY MCPHERSON
RONALD 8. NATALIE
WILLIAM C. EVANS
MICHAEL b ROBERTS
JOKN L. RICHARDSON
RONALD D. EASTMAN
MARK J ANCREWS
HENRY GOLDBERG
FRIT2 7 mAMN
STUART F PIERSON
MICHALL F. GOLDMAN
HOWELL €. BEGLE, UR

William C. Oldaker,

SUITE 1000
1660 L STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

CABLE ADDRESS
VERLIP

(202) a52-7400

April 25, 1978

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street,
Washington,

Dear Mr.

In response to your letter of April 21,

Oldaker:

20463

Re: MUR 333 (76)

JOHN A. MERRIGAN
THOMAS E. ACEY, JR.
JOSEPH L. MANSON, I0
ROBERT R. BRINKER
LYNDA S. MOUNTS
RUSSELL E. POMMER
JEFFREY D. KOMAROW
THOMAS J. KELLER
DBARBARA DAVIS
ANN K. H. SIMON
VICTOR S.ELGORT
RICHARD L. CYS
W. CLARK MCFADDEN
EOWARD A.CHERRY
MERRITT RUHLEN
WHITNEY GILLILLAND
OF COUNSEL

the 1976

Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee (Committee) sub-
mits the following comments regarding paragraphs III and IV,
pages 2-3 of the proposed conciliation agreement in the

above-referenced proceeding.

We respectfully request that

you present these views to the Federal Election Commission

(Commission) .

The language in paragraph III,

page 2 is modeled after

a provision approved by the Commission in a conciliation

agreement with The President Ford Committee,
Inclusion of the provision is equally appropri-
AS we prowpose in garagraph
carticular

zericd.”  The

MUR 198
ate in this
anplicabiliey

JUumsStances

agreenent.

PRI

cen o~ Covee s k N ~y
unclear dur:ing the 1977

IIr ".
Taw nd restulycicong

campaign

MUR 190 (76) and
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Committee sces noO r2ason to exclude this language from the

formal document.

Your staff has suggested that the language is inappropri-

ate because The
involved events

President Ford Committee conciliation agreement
in the primary campaign period, shortly after

the Supreme Court's decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1
(1976) , while the instant agreement involves an event during

the general election period.
that difference is relevant.

The Committee does not believe
The Federal Election Campaign

Act governed both the primary and general election campaigns
for the first time in 1976, and the Buckley decision deals with
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William C. Oldaker
April 25, 1978 -
Page 2

issues covering both periods. Moreover, the Commission did
not finally promulgate its regulations until April 12, 1977
(42 F.R. 19324), well after both the primary and general
election campaign period. The uncertainty created significant
burdens and difficulties for campaigns and contributors during
both the general election and primary campaign periods.

Paragraph IV, page 3 is a statement of the position taken
by the Committee concerning in-kind contributions. This para-
graph is necessary because, in the Committee's view, the
language in paragraph I, page 2 recites an overly broad prin-
ciple as to what constitutes a contribution under 2 U.S.C.
44la (a) (7) (B) (i). It would cover many instances in the future
which the Committee believes properly lie outside of the statu-
tory definition, including appearances by all major candidates
before well established, non-partisan groups.

The Committee has agreed, however, to the inclusion of
paragraph I in the spirit of the conciliation process. That
process contemplates voluntary rectification of alleged viola-
tions without adjudicating controverted legal issues. The
parties need not agree on broad legal principles to agree that
certain expenditures should be reimbursed. However, in order
to insure that there is no misunderstanding to the effect that
the Committee agrees with the legal principle stated in para-
graph I, the Committee believes that the formal document ought
to reflect its disagreement about the principle involved. It
hopes the Commission will permit the Committee to express its
position on the record in a case where the Committee would agree
to include langquage enunciating a principle with . hich it dis-
AJTCCSs.,

ce T o Lansludin: chese Vicws
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Yery Tyaly yours,

Py ey SO

Ponald D. Eastmaﬁ
Lynca S. Mount%

Counsel for the 1976 Democratic

Presidential Campaign, Inc.
By Hand

VERNER. LIIPFERT. BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

May 1, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Pierre V. Heftler

Bodman, Longley, Bogle
& Dahling

34th Floor

100 Renaissance Center

Detroit, Michigan 48243

Re: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Heftler:

This letter is in response to your letter that we
received on March 10, 1978, in reference to the proposed
conciliation agreement that we sent to you on February 17,
1978.

In view of the concern which you expressed that lan-
guage pbe incluced in the acgreement to reflect M.. Ford's
good faith efforts to rectify the violation once it came
to his attention, we have added language to that effect
(see page 2, paracraph D and page 3, paragraph 1IV).

However, Mr. Ford's actitons do not moot the fact that
a violation occurred, but only go to mitigate the penalty.
Therefore, we must insist upon this matter being resolved
by a conciliation agreement. As you are aware, if your
client declines conciliation, the Commission may determine
that there is probable cause to believe that a violation
has occurred and institute a civil action for relief.
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5) (B).

In your letter, you request the opportunity to appear
before the Commission to present argument if our recom-
mendation to the Commission is any other than closing the
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file. If you choose not to consent to the conciliation

agreement, you will have the opportunity to present
argument in court.

(N

Singerely yours,
Dot A A

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



BEFOQ THE FEDERAL ELECTIQN CO_M%SION
March , 1978 _

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc.,

Edgar Bronfman and

Henry Ford, II

MUR 333 (76)

e N s s N N N e

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of information
ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory
responsibilities, an investigation having been conducted, and
the Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that
respondent, Henry Ford, II violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal
Election Commission and respondent Henry Ford, II, having duly
entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do
hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Henry Ford, II, and Epe subject matter of
this proceeding.

II. That respondent Henry Ford, II has had a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in
this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. Respondent Henry Ford, II co-sponsored a luncheon to

which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee
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Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The 1lunc¢heon, which &;s held on July 22, 1976, was -
co~hosted by J. Paul Austin, chairman of the Nonpartisan
Committee For Good Government (the Nonpartisan Committee),

Edgar Bronfman, chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and

Henry Ford, II, chairman of Ford Motor Coﬁpany; and was attended

by approximately 52 business persons. Presidential nominee

Jimmy Carter accepted the invitation to address the luncheon and —
spoke at the luncheon.

C. Respondent Henry Ford, II paid $1,510.03 for his share
of the costs of the luncheon.

D. On being advised by his counsel that paying for the Carter
luncheon might be construed as a contribution, respondent Henry
Ford, II voluntarily sought to redress the situation by seeking
reimbursement from the Democratic National Committee.

E. Respondent Henry Ford, II was reimbursed in full for
his expenditure for the luncheon on October 22, 1976.

Wherefore, respondent Henry Ford, II agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in which
a person pays the cost of a social function at which a
single candidate for election to a fé&deral office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent appearance
by the opponent of such candidate, to be made for the purpose of
influencing a federal election and therefore to fall within
the definition of a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the

meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act),

as amended.
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II. That according to this construction, the payment by
respondent Henry Ford, II of his portion of the luncheon at
which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes a
"contribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of the
Act. )

III. That because the payment of $1,510.03 made by respond-
ent Henry Ford, II for his share of the costs of the luncheon
exceeded the $1,000 limitation provided in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A),
the Commission construes that respondent Henry Ford, II's payment
was made in violation of such section.

IV. That the respondent Henry Ford, II will pay no
civil penalty because, on his own accord, he made a good faith
effort to rectify the violation prior to the Commission's
knowledge and investigation of the matter, by seeking and
obtaining a reimbursement in full from the Democratic National
Committee for the amount expended for the luncheon.

V. That this agreement shall in no manner be construed
as an admission by respondent Henry Ford, II that he has know-
ingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal election
.

laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. That Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (l) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this

agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or
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any requirement thereof has_been violated, it may institute a
civil action-;;r relief in the United& States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall

become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agree-

ment.
DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT
HENRY FORD, II
o
a)
—
c DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER

GENERAL COUNSEL

3 9
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LAW OFFICES

VERNER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON

JAMES M. VERNER
EUGENE T. LIIPFERT
BERL BERNHARD
HARRY MCPHERSON
RONALD B. NATALIE
WILLIAM C. EVANS
MICHAEL J. ROBERTS
JOHN L. RICHARDSON
RONALD D. EASTMAN
MARK J. ANDREWS
HENRY GOLDBERG
FRITZ R. KAMN
STUART F. PIERSON
MICHAEL F. GOLDMAN
HOWELL E. BCGLE, JR.

William C. Oldaker,

SUITE 1000
1660 L STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

CABLE ADDRESS
VERLIP

(202) 452-7400

April 25, 1978

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington,

Dear Mr.

In response to your letter of April 21,

Oldaker:

20463

Re: MUR 333 (76)

JOHN A MERRIGAN
THOMAS E. ACEY, JR.
JOSEPH L. MANSON, TI
ROBERT R. BRINKER
LYNDA S. MOUNTS
RUSSELL E. POMMER
JEFFREY D. KOMAROW
THOMAS JU. KELLER
BARBARA DAVIS
ANN K. H, SIMON
VICTOR S. ELGORT
RICHARD L. CYS
W. CLARK MCcFADDEN
EDWARD A.CHERRY
MERRITT RUHLEN
WHITNEY GILLILLAND
OF COUNSEL

the 1976

Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee (Committee) sub-
mits the following comments regarding paragraphs III and 1V,
pages 2-3 of the proposed conciliation agreement in the

above-referenced proceeding.

We respectfully request that

you present these views to the Federal Election Commission

(Commission) .

The language in paragraph III, page 2 is modeled after
a provision approved by the Commission in a conciliation
agreement with The President Ford Committee, MUR 190 (76) and

MUR 198 (76).
ate in this agreement.

Inclusion of the provision is equally appropri-

As we propose in paragraph III "...

applicability of the law and regulations to particular cir-
cumstances was unclear during the 1976 campaign period." The
Committee sees no reason to exclude this language from the

formal document.

Your staff has suggested that the language is inappropri-
ate because The President Ford Committee conciliation agreement
involved events in the primary campaign period, shortly after
the Supreme Court's decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1
(1976) , while the instant agreement 1involves an event during

the general election period.
that difference is relevant.

The Committee does not believe
The Federal Election Campaign

Act governed both the primary and general election campaigns
for the first time in 1976, and the Buckley decision deals with



William C. Oldaker
April 25, 1978
Page 2

issues covering both periods. Moreover, the Commission did
not finally promulgate its regulations until April 12, 1977
(42 F.R. 19324), well after both the primary and general
election campaign period. The uncertainty created significant
burdens and difficulties for campaigns and contributors during
both the general election and primary campaign periods.

Paragraph IV, page 3 is a statement of the position taken
by the Committee concerning in-kind contributions. This para-
graph is necessary because, in the Committee's view, the
language in paragraph I, page 2 recites an overly broad prin-
ciple as to what constitutes a contribution under 2 U.S.C.
441la (a) (7) (B) (i). It would cover many instances in the future
which the Committee believes properly lie outside of the statu-
tory definition, including appearances by all major candidates
before well established, non-partisan groups.

The Committee has agreed, however, to the inclusion of
paragraph I in the spirit of the conciliation process. That
process contemplates voluntary rectification of alleged viola-
tions without adjudicating controverted legal issues. The
parties need not agree on broad legal principles to agree that
certain expenditures should be reimbursed. However, in order
to insure that there is no misunderstanding to the effect that
the Committee agrees with the legal principle stated in para-
graph I, the Committee believes that the formal document ought
to reflect its disagreement about the principle involved. It
hopes the Commission will permit the Committee to express its
position on the record in a case where the Committee would agree
to include language enunciating a principle with which it dis-
agrees.

The Committee would appreciate your including these views
when you submit the proposed conciliation agreement for the
Commission's consideration.

~7 Very tryly yours,

Rl B2 Sy i

Ronald D. East
Lynda S. Moup&s

Counsel for the 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign, Inc.

By Hand
VERNER. LIIPFERT BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON
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LAW OFFICES
VERNER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON
|
JAMES M. VERNER SUITE 1000 JOHN A. MERRIGAN
EUGENE T. LIIPFERT 1660 L STREET, N. W. jg::;: f-:if“;é‘:m
BERL BERNHARD : .
HARRY MCPHERSON WASHINGTON, D, C. 20036 ROBERT R. BRINKER
RONALD 8. NATALIE . LYNDA S. MOUNTS
WILLIAM C. EVANS RUSSELL E. POMMER
MICHALL J. ROBERTS CABLE ADDRESS JEFFREY D. KOMAROW
JOMN | . RICHARDSON vERLIp THOMAS J. KELLER
RONALD 1), EASTMAN BARBARA DAVIS
MARK J.  ANDREWS ANN K. H. SIMON
HENRY GOLDBERG (202) 452-7400 VICTOR §.ELGORT
FRITZ R KAHN RICHARD L. CYS
STUART F. PIERSON W. CLARK MCFADDEN
MICHAEL F. GOLOMAN EDWARD A.CHERRY
HOWELL E. BEGLE, JR. -
. MERRITT RUHLEN
April 17, 1978 WHITNEY GILLILLAND

OF COUNSEL

Mr. Hal Ponder

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, Northwest
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re

MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Ponder:

Enclosed is the conciliation agreement we are proposing
in the above referenced case on behalf of the 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee.

Sincerely,

Lynde 1 s

Lynda S. Mounts

Enclosure
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~Attention:

LAW OFFICES

SUITE ©
166C L STREE ™. N W
WASHINGTON D.C 20036

Hal Ponder/Ellen Hughes

VERNER. LIHPFERT. BERNHARD AND MCPHERSON

By Hand

William C. Oldaker

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, Northwest
Washinaton, D. C. 20463
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee for
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford II

MUR 333 (76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission
(Commission) on the basis of information ascertained in the nor-
mal course of carrying out its supervisory responsibilities,
an investigation was conducted, and the Commission found reason-
able cause to believe that Respondent, 1976 Democratic
Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (Presidential Committee)
violated 26 U.S.C. §9007 (b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the Commission
and respondent Presidential Committee, having duly entered into
conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g (a) (5), do hereby agree
as follows:

I. That the Commission has jurisdiction over respondent
Presidential Committee and the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Presidential Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts of this matter are as follows:



A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976, to which
business executives were invited. Presidential nominee Jimmy
Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The respondeht Nonpartisan Committee For Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondents Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II paid
$1,510.03, respectively, as their shares cf the costs of the
luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construed the terms "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with ...a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents,” in 2 U.S.C. §44la (7)
(B) (1), to include any instance in which an invitation is
extended to a candidate to appear at a function before a group
constituted in connection with a particular election, and the
candidate accepts and appears at the function.

II. That, according to this construction, the payments

of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford II

in the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03, respectively,

as their shares of the costs of the luncheon were contributions
in-kind.

III. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general
elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the
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previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the applicability of the law and regulations to particular
circumstances was unclear during the 1976 campaign period.

IV. That respondent committee was unaware that appearance
of the candidate for a group represented as nonpartisan would
constitute a contribution in-kind.

V. The candidate's appearance at the luncheon, in the
Commission's view, constituted authorization for the expenses
so that the expenditures constituted a contribution within the
Commission's interpretation referred to above.

VI. That respondent Presidential Committee under this
construction is deemed to have accepted such contribution to
defray expenses as set forth in U.S.C. §9007 (b) (3).

VII. That inasmuch as the alleged contribution by Henry
Ford II has already been reimbursed, respondent Presidential
Committee will correct the alleged violation by reimbursement
of $3,285.14 to the Secretary of the Treasury (this reimburse-
ment figure is equal to the Nonpartisan Committee's and Edgar
Bronfman's expenditures for the luncheon).

VIII. This agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that it
has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the federal

election laws.
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GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g (a) (1) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any
requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil
action for relief in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

ITII. It is agreed that respondent Presidential Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT
1976 DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, INC.

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee for Good

)

)

) MUR 333 (76)
Government; 1976 Presidential g

)

Campaign Committee, Inc.;
Edgar Bronfman; and Henry Ford II

CERTIFICATION

[, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on April 13, 1978, the Commission
determined by a vote of 4-0 to approve the conciliation agreement
submitted by the General Counsel in the above-captioned matter and
amended by the General Counsel in the meeting of April 13, 1978,
subject to circulation of the amended conciliation agreement to the
Commission on a no-objection basis.

Commissioners Thomson and Tiernan were not present at the time

of the vote.
Marjorie W. Emmons
Date: April 17, 1978 Secretary to the Commission

Conciliation Report signed by the General Counsel on April 3, 1978

Received in the Office of the Commission Secretary April 4, 1978 at 2:20 p.m.

Circulated by the Commission Secretary on April 5, 1978 at 9:00 a.m. on a
no-objection basis.

Objection filed at 4:09 p.m. on April 5, 1978.

Placed on Agenda of April 13, 1978 on April 6, 1978
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MEMORANDUM TN
FROM:
SUBJECT:

FEDERAL H ECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHINGTON 1D C L 20463

April 6, 1978

CHARLES STEELE N
MARJNRIE W. EMMONS {(\L

MUR 333 (76) - Conciliation Report dated 3-30-78
Signed by General Counsel 4-3-78
Received in O0ffice of Commission
Secretary 4-4-78, 2:20

The above-mentioned document was circulated to the

Commissioners on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 9:00 a.m.,

April 5, 1978.

Commissioner Aikens submitted an objection a 4:09 p.m.,

April 5, 1978, thereby placing MUR 333 (76) on the Executive

Session Agenda for April 13, 1978.

pC
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_April 4, 1978

o

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge ﬁngpib i

FROM: Elissa'?. Gazr ‘
Please have thefatticp%d Conciliation Report on

MUR 333 distributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-

objection basis.
Thank you.

&
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Before the Federal Election Commission

March 30, 1978

In the Matter of )
)

Nonpartisan Committee for Good ) MUR 333 (76)

Government, 1976 Presidential )

Campaign Committee, Inc., )

Edgar Bronfman, and Henry Ford II )

Conciliation Report

On March 3, 1978, the Commission approved the Conciliation
Agreement signed by Mr. Theodore Sorenson, legal counsel for respon-
dent Edgar Bronfman, on a no-objection basis. On March 28, 1978,
the civil penalty assessed against respondent Edgar Bronfman was
paid.

On March 7, 1978, a letter and proposed conciliation agree-

ment were sent to Mr. Ronald Eastman, legal counsel for the 1976

Presidential Campaign Committee, Inc. (see Attachment A). On March 24,

1978, Hal Ponder and Ellen Hughes met with Mr. Ronald Eastman and
discussed the proposed conciliation agreement. He will be sending
us some suggested revisions to the proposed conciliation agreement
within two weeks.

On March 9, 1978, a letter and proposed conciliation agree-
ment were sent to Mr. Alan P. Dye, legal counsel for the Nonpartisan
Committee for Good Government (see Attachment B). We will be meeting
with Mr. Dye on April 11 to discuss the proposed conciliation agree-

ment.
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On March 10,

1978, we received a response letter from

Mr. Pierre V. Heftler, legal counsel for Henry Ford II. We are

presently drafting a revised proposed conciliation agreement for

respondent Henry Ford II and will shortly be sending it to

Mr. Heftler.

—’(/C//?f// 4.)

L

William C. 01
General Coun
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BEFOF“IE FEDERAL ELECTION COM.N‘ ON
KTICHItENT A

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated on the basis of infdqgmation
ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its
supervisory responsibilities, an investigation was conducted,
and the Commission found reasonable cause to believe that

Respondent, 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee,

Inc. (the Presidential Committee) violated 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Presidential
Committee, having duly entered into conciliatior pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over resvondent Presidential Committee and the subject matter
of this proceeding.

IT. That respondent Presidential Committee has had
a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts of this matter are
as follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976, to
which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee

Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.
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B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee For Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondents Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford, II
paid $1,510.03, respectively, as their share of the costs
of the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construed the terms "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with...a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents," in 2 U.S.C. §44la(7) (B) (i),
to include any instance in which an invitation is extended
to a candidate to appear at a social function, and the
candidate accepts and appears at the function.

II. Trhat, according to this construction, the payments
of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henrv Ford, II
in the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03,
respectively, as their share of the costs of the luncheon was
a contribution-in-kind.

III. That Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter's acceptance
of the invitation and appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses, which were such as to further
his election within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. §9002(11).

IV. That respondent Presidential Committece accepted
such contribution to defray a qualified campaign expense as
set forth in 2 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

V. That inasmuch as the contribution by respondent
Henry Ford, II has already been reimbursed, respondent

Presidential Committee will correct the violation through
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a reimbursement of $3,285.14 to the Secretary of the
Treasury. [ This reimbursement figure is derived from the
sum of the Nonpartisan Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's
expenditures for the luncheon.]

VI. This agreement shall in no manner be construed
as an admission by respondert Presidential Committee that
it has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the
federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing
a complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the
matters at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been
violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in
the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
beccme effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.

ITI. It is agreed that respondent Presidential
Committee shall have 30 days from the date this agreement
becomes effective to comply with and to implement the
requirements contained in this agreement and to so notify

the Commission.



DATE

DATE

FOR THE RESPONDENT
1976 DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, INC.

WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL



BEFC._. THE FEDERAL ELECTION COM@SSION
ATTACAMENT B

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

N N Nt e N st Nt s

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis
of information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, an
investigation having been conducted, and the Commission
having found reasonable cause to believe that Respondent,
Nonpartisan Committee For Good Government(the Nonpartisan
Committee) violated 2 U.S.C. §434.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Electicn Commission and Respondent Nonpartisan Committee
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to §437g(a) (5),
do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over Respondent Nonpartisan Committee and the subject
matter of this proceeding.

II. That Respondent Nonpartisan Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should
be taken in this matter.

III. That the Respondent solely for the purposes
of this proceeding admits:

A. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee is the separate

segragated fund established by the Coca-Cola Company ("Company") .

B. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was involved in
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the planning of a luncheon to which business executives
were invited, the majority of whom were not employees of
the Company. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited
to address the luncheon.

C. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976, was
co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, Chairman of the Company,

Edgar Bronfman, Chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and
Henry Ford, II, Chairman of Ford Motor Company, and was
attended by more than 50 business persons. Presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter accepted the invitation to address
the luncheon and spoke at the luncheon.

D. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee paid $1,775.11
as its share of the costs of the luncheon.

E. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was advised by
counsel that, though the luncheon was regarded as a strictly
social function by its sponsors, the Federal Election
Commission could conceivably consider the expenditure to
have been made with an intention to influence the
Presidential election. Counsel also advised that even
if this were true, the expenditure was appropriate as an
independent expenditure and an officer of the Respondent
Nonpartisan Committee certified, under penalty of perjury,
that the expenditure of §1,775.11 was an independent expend-
iture and was not made in cooperation, consultation or
concert with or at the request or suggestion of any candidate

or any authorized committee or agent of such candidate.
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- Wherefore, Respondent Nonpartisan Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in which

a person pays the cost of a social function at which a
single candidate for election to a federal office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent

appearance by the opponent of such candidate, to be made

for the purpose of influencing a federal election and there-

fore to fall within the definition of a "contribution" or
"expenditure" within the meaning of the Federal Election

Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act), as amended.

II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Nonpartisan Committece of its portion of the
luncheon at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared
constitutes a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the

meaning of the Act.

III. That because the aggregate payment of $1,775.11
made by respondent Nonpartisan Committee for its share of
the coéks of the luncheon and its share of the costs of
the meals served to the press corps was reported as an

independent expenditure, respondent Nonpartisan Committee

was in violation of 2 U.S.C. §434(e) (2).

IV. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) pursuant

to 2 U.S.C. §437(a) (6) (B).



© ®

V. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will report
as a contribution to a candidate for federal office any
expenditure it makes for a social function intended to
influence an election, at which a candidate is invited

to appear and does appear.

VI. This agreement shall in no manner be construed
as an admission by the respondent that it has knowingly or
willfully violated any provision of the federal election
laws or that any other person has in any way violated such

laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. That Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue
herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with
this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agree-
ment or any requirement thereof hau been violated, it may
institute a civil action for relief in the United States

District Court for the District of Columbia.

-

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall become
effective as to the date that all parties hereto have executed

same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Nonpartisan Committee

shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
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effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement ard to so notify the Commission.

DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT

NONPARTISAN COMMITTEE FOR
GOOD GOVERNMENT

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
- GENERAL COUNSEL
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Edgar M. Bronfman
375 Park Avenue

New York, New Yotk /10022 39
March 23, 1978

Hal Ponder, Esq.

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: MUR 333 (76)
Dear Mr. Ponder:
In satisfaction of paragraph III in
the conciliation agreement in the matter of
MUR 333 (76), I enclose a check fram Mr. Bronfman's
personal account in the amount of $500.00
Sincerely yours,
e
Maxine Hornung ’
Attorney-in-Fact
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the Commission approved the signed

conciliation agreement for respondent gdggr Bronfman.
Attached is a copy of the final conciliation agreement.
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On March 3,
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Hal Ponder, Esqg.

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.™.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20463 March 7 , 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Ronald D. Eastman

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and
McPherson
1660 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Re: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Zastman:

In accordance with the conversation with Mr. Hal
Ponder of this office on February 16, 1978, we are
attaching the conciliation agreement we would propose
for your client, the 1976 Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc. (the Presidential Committee).

To briefly review the facts of this matter, on
April 11, 1977, a letter was sent to Mr. Douglas Huron,
White House Deputy Counsel, notifying him that the Commission
found reasonable cause to believe that the Presidential
Committee accepted a contribution to defray a qualified
campaign expense in violation of 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3),
and inviting the Presidential Committee to conciliate
the matter. Attached you will find a copy of this letter.

In the April 11, 1977 letter the Commission requested
the the Presidential Committee reimburse the Secretary of
the Treasury in the amount of $1,775.11l. However,
further investigation into this matter revealed that Mr.
Edgar Bronfman and Mr. Henry Ford, II also shared in the
costs of the luncheon, expending approximately $1,510.03
each. Therefore, both Mr. Bronfman's and Mr. Ford's expend-
itures for the luncheon are also considered contributions-
in-kind accepted by Presidential nominee Carter to defray
a qualified campaign expense.
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On October 22, 1976, Mr. Ford, II was reimbursed
by the Democratic National Committee for his share of
the luncheon cost. Mr. Bronfman has not, as of this
date, been reimbursed by any affiliated committee of
President Carter.

Accordingly, we have requested, in the attached
proposed conciliation agreement,that the Presidential
Committee reimburse the Secretary of the Treasury in the
amount of $3,285.14.

We would appreciate a response from you regarding
the enclosed proposed conciliation agreement within
five days of receipt of this letter. If you have any
questions, please contact Hal Ponder or Ellen Hughes
at 202-523-4006.

This letter and the attached proposed conciliation
agreement will remain confidential unless you state to
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation
to be made public.

Sincgrely yoyrs,
William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

enclosure
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Mr. Douglas liuron
Denutv Counsel
The hite llouse
Washinaton, D. C.

Re: MUR 333 (76)

Cear !r. Huron:

This letter is to notify vou that the Commission,
after ccnsidering the information you submitted on behalf
of the 1376 Presidential Campaign Cormittee, Inc., has
detarmnined that it has reasonable cause to belleve the
Ccmnittee accepted a contribution to defray a qualified
camnaicn exovense. 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

In the Cormissicn's view, the candidate's accepntance
of the invitation and appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the exmenses, which are such as tc furilher
nis election within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. §9002(11).
Thz Commission thus rejects the view, nut further by the
llonnartisan Committee for Good Government that exnenses
Zor a luncheon at which a presidential candidate appears
and addresses the assembled versons on political topics
can be seen as an independent expenditure for a social
catherinag. Accordincly, the Commission believes that the
$1,775.11 should be reimbursed by the 1976 Presidential
Camc2ign Committee to the Secretary of the Treasury.

Urder the Act, the Commission is required to endeavor
to correct any violation by informal methods of conference,
cenciliation and persuasion, and to enter into a con-
ciliation agreement. If you have anvy questions regarding
conciliation, please contact Carolyn Reed (telephone number)



% ' 202/523-4039), This letter of notification shall renain
‘ confidential unless you state to the Cormission in writina
' that you client wishes the investication to be nmade
public.

Sincerely vours,

Williar C. 0Oldaker
General Counsel

s, €c: Alan P. Dve
) Webstar & Chamberlain

> .

1747 Pennsvlivania Avenue, N,.W,.
- Washinoton, D.C. 20006
A

CReed:cfb:3/292/77
cc: Compliance Section MUP 333 (76)
CR _
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BEFOR{JHE FEDERAL ELECTION commfron

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Democratic Presidential
Campaign Committee, Inc.,
Edgar Bronfman, and

Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated on the basis of information
ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its
supervisory responsibilities, an investigation was conducted,
and the Commission found reasonable cause to believe that
Respondent, 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign Committee,
Inc. (the Presidential Committee) violated 26 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Presidential
Committee, having duly entered into conciliatior pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g{(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Presidential Committee and the subject matter
of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Presidential Committee has had
a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts of this matter are
as follows:

A. A private luncheon was held on July 22, 1976, to
which business executives were invited. Presidential nominee

Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.
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B. The respondent Nonpartisan Committee For Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee) paid $1,775.11 as its share
of the costs of the luncheon.

C. Respondents Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford, II
paid $1,510.03, respectively, as their share of the costs
of the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Presidential Committee agrees:

I. That the Commission construed the terms "cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with...a candidate, his authorized
political committees, or their agents," in 2 U.S.C. §441a(7) (B) (i),
to include any instance in which an invitation is extended
to a candidate to appear at a social function, and the
candidate accepts and appears at the function.

II. That, according to this construction, the payments
of the Nonpartisan Committee, Edgar Bronfman and Henry Ford, II
in the amounts of $1,775.11, $1,510.03 and $1,510.03,
respectively, as their share of the costs of the luncheon was
a contribution-in-kind.

III. That Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter's acceptance
of the invitation and appearance at the luncheon constituted
authorization for the expenses, which were such as to further
his election within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. §9002(11).

IV. That respondent Presidential Committee accepted
such contribution to defray a qualified campaign expense as
set forth in 2 U.S.C. §9007(b) (3).

V. That inasmuch as the contributicn by respondent
Henry Ford, II has already been reimbursed, respondent

Presidential Committee will correct the violation through
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a reimbursement of $3,285.14 to the Secretary of the
Treasury. [ This reimbursement figure is derived from the
sum of the Nonpartisan Committee's and Edgar Bronfman's
expenditures for the luncheon.]

VI. This agreement shall in no manner be construed
as an admission by respondent Presidential Committee that
it has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of the
federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, upon request of anyone filing
a complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the
matters at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been
violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in
the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Presidential
Committee shall have 30 days from the date this agreement
becomes effective to comply with and to implement the
requirements contained in this agreement and to so notify

the Commission.
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DATE

DATE

FOR THE RESPONDENT
1976 DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, INC.

WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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JAMES J WALSH

Mr. William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street NW
Washington, D. C. 20463

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I write to reply to your letter of February 17,
1978 and to comment on the proposed agreement you enclosed.

You have, indeed, removed the various erroneous
statements in the earlier draft which gave an improper and
prejudicial aspect to this matter. This has been done by
reducing the facts to a six line statement that Mr. Ford co-
sponsored a luncheon and paid $1510.03 as his share of the
cost. The facts and circumstances which we consider mitigat-
ing and even exonerating have been left out with the result
that the factual statement gives a picture much less favor-
able to Mr. Ford than is his due.

Among the matters favorable to Mr. Ford which are
not mentioned are the following:

(i) that Mr. Ford was in the habit of giving
luncheons and dinners and similar affairs at which
candidates for public office were introduced to
the business community, a practice he had formed
long before the law was changed;

(ii) that the luncheon was conceived as a non-
partisan program to present both major candidates
to the business community;
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Mr. William Oldaker March 6, 1978
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

Page 2.

(iii) that Mr. Ford was unaware of the change in
the law at the time of the Carter luncheon and at
the time he paid the bill;

(iv) that the possibility of a problem under the
new law was spotted by Mr. Ford himself when he
saw a comment in a memo his counsel had given to
Mr. Ford's private secretary on the general
subject of contribution limits and which, in
passing, warned about acting as a host;

(v) that when Mr. Ford saw this comment he
immediately instructed his counsel to investigate
the Carter luncheon;

(vi) that on being advised by his counsel that
paying for the Carter luncheon might be construed
as a contribution, Mr. Ford immediately sought
reimbursement from the Democratic National Com-
mittee and shortly thereafter he was reimbursed
[it is true that reimbursement is mentioned in the
proposed agreement, but not as a part of the
facts, but only as a reason for not assessing a
civil penalty and the reader is allowed to specu-
late on whether the Commission's effort brought
about the reimbursement];

(vii) and finally, that Mr. Ford's own investi-
gaticn of the matter, his request for reimburse-
ment and his reimbursement all took place before
the election, was done without any stimulus from
the Federal Election Commission, and without any
knowledge that the Commission or anyone else was
interested in the subject or even aware of the
facts.

I submit that by failing to include these extenuat-
ing and redeeming facts, the proposed agreement is misleading
and unfair to Mr. Ford. You make it appear that through the
efforts of the Commission a violator has been brought to
heel, taught a lesson and forced to correct his violation.
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BooMaN LONGLEY BOGLE & DAHL, .

Mr. William Oldaker March 6, 1978
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

Page 3.

Each of your letters has closed with a statement
that the subject matter is to remain confidential, but
437(6) (C) of the statute provides that any conciliation
agreement is to be made available to the public. This
places an exceptional burden on the Commission to be fair in
its statement of what happened and to avoid misleading the
public, and particularly the media, into unwarranted inter-
pretations and inferences.

If the agreement were to state all the facts in
Mr. Ford's case it would be clear to anyone reading it that
Mr. Ford's involvement was entirely innocent, that he
spontaneously corrected it and, all in all, that he acted in
an exemplary fashion. I have no doubt that the reader would
wonder why an agreement in such a case was necessary, how
the Federal Election Commission justifies the time that must
have been spent on it, and whether the case is typical of
those dealt with by the Commission.

As for the need for any agreement, I continue to
feel that a fair interpretation of the law does not require
the Commission to "correct" a violation already corrected by
the citizen on his own initiative, or to "conciliate" with a
citizen who by his own actions has demonstrated that he has
great respect for the election laws. Surely you are not
taking the position that in every case in which you believe
a violation occurred you are bound by statute to insist on a
conciliation agreement. We all know that law enforcement
agencies do not prosecute in every instance where they think
there was a violation. They use a little common sense.
Otherwise the patrolmen who gives a motorist a warning
instead of a ticket would be derelict in his duty. Indeed,
the very statute under which the Commission operates contem-
plates that the Commission has the discretion to decide
whether ot not to take action. I refer to 437(g) (4) which
provides that a person believed by the Commission to have
"committed a violation" is to be gven an opportunity to
demonstrate that "no action should be taken against such
person." If the statute required the Commission, willy
nilly, to pursue every violation, and to enter into conciliation
agreements in every case, this section would have required
the accused to demonstrate that he was innocent. The fact
that the statute gives to the accused the opportunity to



Mr. William Oldaker March 6, 1978
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
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Page 4.

demonstrate not that he was innocent, but only that "no
action should be taken," makes it clear that it is within
the Commission's discretion to drop the matter even if it
believes a violation took place.

To insist on a written agreement, which the act
makes public, which involves an admission by Mr. Ford that
he violated the law and a promise not to violate the law,
would have no purpose other than to degrade and humiliate
him in a manner totally uncalled for by the letter or spirit
of the law or the facts of this case.

If the recommendation you make to the Commission
proposes any action other than closing the file, I request
the opportunity to appear before the Commission to present
argument.

Sincerely,

1A e/%u\

Pierre V. Heftler

P.S. While I have written this letter as though there were
in fact a violation, this should not be understood as a
concession on that issue. I think there is a meritor-
ious legal question and this has been pointed out by
others. However, as an alternative to replying to your
first letter with an involved legal and factual presenta-
tion, I felt that Mr. Ford's situation could be expedit-
iously disposed of by pointing out that if any violation
existed it was corrected by Mr. Ford on his own initiative
by arranging for the ultimate cost of the luncheon, so
far as he was concerned, to be borne by an unimpeachable
source for campaign expenditures in a presendential
election: the Democratic National Committee.
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Mr. William C. Oldaker

General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

1325 X Street N. W.
Washington, D, C. 20463

United SLuRTY
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Theodore C. Sorsnson

Paul, h’.-.‘r l‘-&“l
Wharton & Garrisom

345 Park Avenue _

New York, New Yotk 10022

Re: MUR 333 (76)
Dear Mr. Sorenson: , '
On March , 1978, the Commission appfavod the signed

conciliation agreement for respondent Edgar Bronfman.
Attached is a copy of the final conciliation agreement.

Sincerely you:: ’

¥William C. Oldaker

General Counsel
Bnclosure -
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In the Matter of
Nonpartisan Committee 8 FEB ¢f re 109
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

— N e N Nl N

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation
having been conducted, and the Commission having found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, Edgar
Bronfman, violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now therefore, the respective parties herein,
the Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar
Bronfman, having duly entered into conciliation pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject
matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:



)

7 370

eo® . oo

A. Respondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a
luncheon on July 22, 1976 to which some 52 business
executives were invited and attended and which Presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter addressed.

B. Respondent Edgar Bronfman paid $850.09 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon, and also paid $659.93
as his share of the cost of the meals served to the press
corps accompanying nominee Carter.

Wherefore, Respondent Bronfman agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in
which a person pays the cost of a social function at which
a single candidate for election to a federal office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent
appearance by the opponent of such candidate, to be made
for the purpose of influencing a federal election and
therefore to fall within the definition of a "contribution"
or "expenditure" within the meaning of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act), as amended.

II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Edgar Bronfman of his portion of the luncheon
at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes
a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of

the Act.
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III. That the Commission construes the payment by
respondent Edgar Bronfman of his share of the cost of
meals served to the press corps accompanying nominee
Carter to be included within the definition of a
"contribution" or "expenditure", as defined in the Act.

IV. That because the aggregate payment of $1,510.02
made by respondent Edgar Bronfman for his share of the
costs of the luncheon and his share of the costs of the
meals served to the press corps exceededwgl,ooo limitation
provided in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A), respondent Edgar
Bronfman's aggregate payment was made in violation of
such section.

V. That respondent Edgar Bronfman will pay a civil
penalty in the amount of five hundred ($500) dollars
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

VIi. That this agreement shall in no manner be con-
strued as an admission by respondent Edgar Bronfman that
he has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of

the federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters
at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been

violated, it may institute a civil action for relief
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in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Edgar Bronfman
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

— L, e TN R - 8
Vel ol o 3 ’/KiLgfﬁzlx <. C;c'ﬂ/NLLM-
DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT

EDGAR BRONFMAN

5 /978 W-ax///éd

DATE 4 WILLIAM €. 'OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter

Nonpartisan Committee
For food Rovernment,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

e e N e e N e

CERTIFICATION

MUR 333 (76)

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on March 3, 1978, the

Commission accepted the recommendation of the fGeneral Counsel

to approve the conciliation agreement signed by Mr. Theodore Sorenson,

legal counsel for respondent Edgar Brofman.on February 23, 1978.

W’Aa,ufﬁ/c;« % gy/ﬂonfz/

Date: L;)' /’ 7&5‘ Jarjorie W. Emmons

Secfretary to the Commission

Memorandum dated:

Received in Commission Secretary's Office:

Circulated to the Commissioners:
Method of Circulation:

March 1, 1978

March 1, 1978, 2:38

March 2, 1978, 11:31

24 Hour No-objection basis
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o Please have the attached Conciliation Agreement - ;
Y, Aistributed to the Commission on a 24 hour no-:’objcctioa
o basis.
= Thank you.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

March 1, 1978
MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission . /M
FROM: William C. omugy}//’
SUBJECT: MUR 333(76) -

Attached is the conciliation agreement approved by
the Commission on February 1, 1978 and signed by Mr.
Theodore Sorenson, legal counsel for respondent Edgar
Bronfman, on February 23, 1978.

Approval for this conciliation agreement is rec-

ommended.

| YVK 8.

‘2d

8¢t
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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" In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee Wl =i T b vJ
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

N e Nl Nl o e

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation
having been conducted, and the Commission having found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, Edgar
Bronfman, violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now therefore, the respective parties herein,
the Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar
Bronfman, having duly entered into conciliation pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject
matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a
reasonable'oppcrtunity To uwiionstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter. |

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:



A. Respondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a
luncheon on July 22, 1976 to whirh =nme 52 hnsinace
executives were invited and attended and which Presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter addressed.

B. Respondent Edgar Bronfman paid $850.09 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon, and also paid $659.93
as his share of the cost of the meals served to the press
corps accompanying nominee Carter.

Wherefore, Respondent Bronfman agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in
which a person pays the cost of a social function at which
a single candidate for election to a federal office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent
azzearance by the omnrcnent of such candidate, to be made
for the purpose of influencing a federal election and
therefore to fall within the definition of a "contribution"
or "expenditure" within the meaning of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act), as amended.

II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Edgar Bronfman of his portion of the luncheon
at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes
a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of

the Act.
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I1I. That the Commission construes the payment by
respondent Edgar Bronfman of his share of the cost of
meals served to the press corps accompanying nominee
Carter to be included within the definition of a
"contribution" or "expenditure", as defined in the Act.

IV. That because the aggregéte payment of $1,510.02
made by respondent Edgaf Bronfman for his share of the
costs of the luncheon and his share of the costs of the
meals served to the press corps exceededﬂ;l,ooo limitation
provided in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A), respondent Edgar
Bronfman's aggregate payment was made in violation of
such section.

V. That respondent Edgar Bronfman will pay a civil
penalty in the amount of five hundred ($500) dollars
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

VI. That this agreement shall in no manner be con-
strued as an admission by respondent Edgar Bronfman that
he has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of

the federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters
at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been

violated, it may institute a civil action for relief
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in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreemeﬁt.

ITII. It is agreed that respondent Edgar Bronfman
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

~— A e 71 -
) Kv 1’y g //KK;97$41\ C. <;(IQA~;J__
DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT

EDGAR BRONFMAN

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL



0

73

O O

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREET NW.
WASHING TON DO 20463

February 28, 1978

MEMORANDUM T0O: CHARLES STEELE

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS 7 W Q/

MUR 333 (76) - Conciliation Report dated Feb. 23, 1978
Signed by fReneral Counsel Feb. 24, 1978

SUBJECT:

The above-mentioned document was circulated on a 24 hour no-

objection basis on February 27, 1978 at 12:30.

As of 12:30, this date, no objections have been received

in the Nffice of Commission to the Concilijation Report.
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‘Pebruary 24, 1978
MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons
FROM: Elissa T. GAxr

SUBJECT! MUR 313

Phau have the attached Comiliatlon l‘po:t on
MUR 333 distributed to the Cosmission on a 28 hour
no-objection basis.

Thank you.
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BEFOR’I‘HE FEDERAL ELECTION COMM‘ION
February 23, 1978

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committec,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman,
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

CONCILIATION REPORT

On February 1, 1978, the Commission approved a
proposed conciliation agreement for Mr. Edgar Bronfman,
with the following amendments:

1. Deletion of paragraph A on pages two and three
¢f the proposed agreement.

2. Deletion of paragraph D on pages two and three
of the proposed agreement.

3. Substitution of the word "penalty" for the word
"assessment" at the end of line five on page
four of the proposed agreement.
On February 7, 1978, a letter was sent to Theodore
Sorenson, legal counsel for Mr. Bronfman, setting out
the above described amendments to the previously discussed
proposed conciliation agreement. Subsequently, on
February 16, 1978, a letter and amended proposed
conciliation agreemnt incorporating the changes suggested
by the Commission were sent to Mr. Sorenson(see Attachment
A).
On February 17, 1978, a proposed conciliation agree-

ment was sent to Mr. Pierre V. Heftler, legal counsel for

Henry Ford, II(see Attachment B).
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We are concluding negotiations with Alan P. Dye,
legal counsel for the Nonpartisan Committee for Good
Government (Nonpartisan Committee). The proposed concil-
iation agreement for the Nonpartisan Committce was re-
viewed by the Commission on July 20, 1977. A revised
draft was sent to Mr. Dye in September, 1977 (exact date
unknown) (see Attachment C).

On February 23, 1978, legal counsel for Mr. Bronfman
telephoned to inform us that he will sign the conciliation
agreement approved by the Commission and will forward it

to us as soon as possible.

2/ 24 /18 Dl e

Date / William C. Oldaker
General Counsel



6 ‘ ATIACHMENT A

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

N i N N i P

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation
having been conducted, and the Commission having found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, Edgar
Bronfman, violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

A Now therefore, the respective parties herein,
the Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar
Bronfman, having duly entered into conciliation pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject
matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A. Resvpondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a
luncheon on July 22, 1976 to which some 52 business
executives were invited and attended and which Presidential

nominee Jimmy Carter addressed.

B. Respondent Edgar Bronfman paid $850.09 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon, and also paid $659.93
as his share of the cost of the meals served to the press
corps accompanying nominee Carter.

Wherefore, Respondent Bronfman agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in
which a person pavs the cost of a social function at which
a single candidate for election to a federal office appears,
regardless of efiorts made toc oltain » similar subseguent

s.appearance by the opponent of such candidate, to te made
for the purpose of influencing a federal election and
therefore to fall within the definition of a "contribution"

A

or "expenditure" within the meaning of the

23]

ederal Election

Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act), as amended.

,: “{:

L Té
.
F

II. That according to this construction, the payment

o

3
c2

by respondent Edgar Bronfman of his portion of the luncheon

y@¢h.' i

at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes
a "contributicn" or "expenditure" within the meaning of

the Act.

E fﬁw{&‘ &l 'il& ‘&'.

¥
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III. That the Commission construes the payment'by
! respondent Edgar Bronfman of his share of the cost of
m2113 served to the »v~== corps accompanving nominee
Carter to be included within the definition of a
"contribution" or "expenditure", as defined in the Act.

-7

IV. That because the aggregate payment of $1,510.02

>;f made by respondent Edgar Bronfman for his share orf the

5;1 costs of the luncheon and his share of the costs of the
meals served to the press corps exceeded $1,000 limitation
provided in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A), respondent Edgar
Bronfman's aggregate payment was made in violation of

such section.

V. That rescondent Edgar Bronfman will pay a civil

“penalty in the amcunt of five hundred ($500) dollars
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

VI. That this agreement shall in no manner be con-
strued as an admission by respondent Edgar Bronfman tha.
he has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of
the federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a

complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters

at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
= compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
'.j* that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been

'qéﬁ . Violated, it may institute a civil action for relief
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in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has aporoved the
entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Edgar Bronfman
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

DATE FOR THZ RZSIChwllel

EDGAR BRONFMAN

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL




ATTACHNENT B

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc., Edgar
Bronfman and Henry Ford,II

MUR 333(76)

N - et N e

CCXCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis
of information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, an
investigation having been conducted, and the Commission
having found reasonable cause - ==2lieve *that respondent
Henry Ford, II violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respordent Henry Ford, I1I,
having duly enteredé into corciliation purszuant to 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That ths Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Henry Ford, II, and the
sutiect matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Henry fori, II, has had a

reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
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should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are
as IOoliows:

A. Respondent Henry Ford, II co-sponsored a

luncheon at which business executives were invited.

Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address
the luncheon.
B. Respondent Henry Ford, II oaid $1,510.03 for
his share of the costs of the luncheon.
Wherefore, respondent Henrv Ford, II agrees:
I. That the invitation to Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter, his acceptance and appearance at the
luncheon constituted cooperation, consultation, or concert,
with the candidatz or his authcrizeo comnittes cr a277nt within

(l’

the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (7)(3)(i). As such,

the expenditures are defined as contributions-in-kind
and subject to the reguirements set forth in the Act.
Since the contribution exceeded $1,000, respondent Henry
Ferd, II was in violation o 2 U.3.C. §44lza(a) (1) (A).

II. That the respondent Henry ford, II will wray no
civil penalty due to the reimzurzement in full from the
Democratic MNational Committee to resrzondent Henry Ford, II
for the amount expended for the luncheon.

III. Respondent Henry Ford, II agrees that he will

not undertake any activity which is in violation of the



Act. 2 U.S.C. §431, et seq.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing
a complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the
matters at issue therein, or on its own motion, may
review compliance with this agreement. If the Commission
believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for
relief in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbkia.

II. It is mutuallv agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the

entire agreement.

DATE TCR THE RESPONDEXT
HENRY FORD, II

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAXER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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ATTACHTENT C

Revised Draft
September 9, 1977

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION l ,)‘_,,{( /ﬂ L«

In the Matter of

NONPARTISAN COMMITTEE FOR
GOOD GOVERNMENT and

1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN
COMMITTEE, INC.

MUR 333 (76)

N N N o N N

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out
its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having been
conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable cause to
believe that Respondent, Nonpartisan Committee for Good Govern-
ment, violated 2 U.S.C. 434.

This agreement is entered into after conference and
conciliation with representatives of the Nonpartisan Committee
for Good Government who cooperated fully with the FEC staff.
The agreement shall in no manner be construed as an admission
by the Nonpartisan Committee for Good Government that it has

violated any provisions of the Federal election laws and should

not be construed in any way to reflect on the actions or intentions

of others involved in the activity described herein.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the Federal

Election Commission and Respcndent Nonpartisan Committee for Good

Government (hereinafter '"Nonpartisan Committee') having duly
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entered into conciliation pursuant to §437g(a)(5), do hereby
agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over Respondent Nonpartisan Committee and the subject matter
of this proceeding.

II. That Respondent Nonpartisan Committee has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be
taken in this matter.

III. That the Respondent solely for the purposes of this
proceeding admits:

A. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee is the separate
segregated fund established by The Coca-Cola Company (''Company').

B. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was involved in the
planning of a luncheon to which business executives were invited,
the majority of whom were not employees of the Company. Presi-
dential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

C. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976, was
co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, Chairman of the Company, Edgar
Bronfman, Chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and Henry Ford 24,
Chairman of Ford Motor Company, and was attended by more than
50 business persons. Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter accepted
the invitation to address the luncheon and spoke at the luncheon.

D. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee paid $1,775.11 as
its share of of the costs of the luncheon.

E. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee was advised by
counsel that, though the luncheon was regarded as a strictly

social function by its sponsors, the Federal Election Commission
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could conceivably consider the expenditure to have been made
with an intention to influence the Presidential election.
Counsel also advised that even if this were true, the expenditure
was appropriate as an independent expenditure and should be so
reported to avoid conflict with the FEC. Thus, Respondent
Nonpartisan Committee reported its share of the costs of the
lunchcon as an independent expenditure and an officer of the
Respondent Nonpartisan Committee certified, under penalty of
perjury, that the expenditure of $1,775.11 was an independent
expenditure and was not made in cooperation, consultation or
concert with or at the request or suggestion of any condidate or
any authorized committee or agent of such candidate.

Wherefore, Respbndent Nonpartisan Committee solely for the
purpose of this proceeding agrees:

I. That the Commission has construed the terms
""cooperation, consultation, or concert, with...a candidate, his
authorized political committees, or their agents,” in 2 U.S.C.

§ 44la(a)(7)(B) (i), to include any instance in which an invitation
is extenced to a candidate to appear at a social function intended
to influcace a federal election, and the candidate accepts and
appears &z the function.

II. According to this construction, the invitation to
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter, his acceptance, and his
appearance at the luncheon constituted cooperation, consultation,
or concert with the candidate or his authorized committee or agent
within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 44la(a)(7)(B) (i), and Respondent's

action in reporting the expenditure as an independent expenditure
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was in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(3)(2).

ITI. The Commission concludes that Respondent
Nonpartisan Committee's purpose in holding the luncheon was to
influence the Presidential election within the mecaning of
2 U.S.C. § 431le.

\V IV.

penalty in the amount of $200 pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 433(3)(6)(B).

Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will pay a civil

V. Respondent Nonpartisan Committee will report as a
contribution to a candidate for federal office any expenditure
it makes for a social function intended to influence an election,
at which a candidate is invited to appear and does appear.

VI. This agreement shall in no manner bte construed as
an admission by the Respondent that it has knowingly or willfully
violated any provision of the federal election laws or that

any other person has in anyv way violated such laws.

GELERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) concerning the matters at issue
herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or
any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a
civil action for relief in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall become
effective as to the date that all parties hereto have executed

same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.
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ITII. 1t is agreed that Respondent Nonpartisan Committee
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained in

this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

DATE:

For the Respondent

DATE:

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
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Hal Ponder, Esq.
™ Federal Election Commission
-2 1325 K Street N.W.
'~ Washington, D.C. 20463
- Re: Your file MUR 333(76)
Edgar Bronfman

[

Jpear Hal,

In accordance with our telephone conversation,
I have signed the enclosed conciliation agreement which
the Commission sent to me with its letter of February 16,
1978. Please notify me when it has been approved and
signed on behalf of the Commission and my client will
promptly thereafter send his check.

Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

c .
TSR S

Theodore C. Sorensen

TCS/mh
Enc.

cc: Mr. Bronfman
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tHal Ponder, Esq.

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
wWashington, D.C. 20463



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

February 17, 1978

Pierre V. Heftler, Esqg.

Bodman, Longley, Bogle &
Dahling

34th Floor, 100 Renaissance

Detroit, Michigan 48243

Re: MUR 333(76)
Dear Mr. Heftler:

On February 7, 1978, we received a response from
you on behalf of Henry Ford, II, which was in reference
to the prcposed conciliation agreement that the Commission
sent to you on January 20, 1978.

We agree with the changes you have recommended in
your letter and have revised the proposed conciliation
agreement accordingly.

However, we cannot agree with you suggestion on
page 4, paragraph 3 that the Commission drop the matter
as having been satisfactorily resolved by the action of
the respvondent. Section 437g of Title 2 of the United
States Code establishes the enforcement powers of the
Federal Election Commission and the procedures by which
this enforcement is to be accomplished. Section 437g(5) (a),
which states, in part, that the Commission "... shall
make every endeavor...to correct or prevent such violation
by informal methods of conference, conciliation and
persuasion, and to enter into a conciliation agreement..."
clearly contemplates that a conciliation agreement is
to be the natural conclusion to a successful conciliation
of a Commission matter. We therefore must insist that
the violation, which the Commission has found reasonable
cause to believe occurred, must be resolved through
a conciliation agreement.

\T)
O,
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We will shortly be present
the Commission for its consider
at that time to advise the Comm
it.

If you have any questions,
Ponder or Ellen Hughes at 202-5

ing this proposal to
ation and would like
ission of your views on

please contact Hal
23-4006.

This letter and the attached proposed conciliation

agreement shall remain confidential unless you state )
to the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation

Sinjel;yr_/?o/%lu)

to be made public.

; Z
@ SENDER- Complete items | ° .mdﬂ ‘

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee For
Good Government, 1976
Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc., Edgar
Bronfman and Henry Ford,II

MUR 333(76)

et N et e et N

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis
of information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, an
investigation having been conducted, and the Commission
having found reasonable cause to believe that respondent
Henry Ford, II violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Henry Ford, II,
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Henry Ford, II, and the
subject matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Henry Ford, II, has had a

reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
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should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are
as follows:

A. Respondent Henry Ford, II co-sponsored a
luncheon at which business executives werc invited.
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address
the luncheon.

B. Respondent Henry Ford, II paid $1,510.03 for
his share of the costs of the luncheon.

Wherefore, respondent Henry Ford, II agrees:

I. That the invitation to Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter, his acceptance and appearance at the
luncheon constituted cooperation, consultation, or concert,
with the candidate or his authorized committee or agent within
the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a)(7){(B) (i). As such,
the expenditures are defined as contributions-in-kind
and subject to the requirements set forth in the Act.
Since the contribution exceeded $1,000, respondent Henry
Ford, II was in violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A).

II. That the respondent Henry Ford, II will pay no
civil penalty due to the reimbursement in full from the
Democratic National Committee to respondent Henry Ford, II
for the amount expended for the luncheon.

III. Respondent Henry Ford, II agrees that he will

not undertake any activity which is in violation of tne



Act. 2 U.S.C. §431, et seq.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing
a complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the
matters at issue therein, or on its own motion, may
review compliance with this agreement. If the Commission
believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for
relief in the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
become effective as of the date that all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the

entire agreement.

DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT
HENRY FORD, II

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON . D.C. 20463
February 16, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Theodore C. Sorenson

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison

345 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Re: MUR 333(76)
Dear Mr. Sorenson:
In accordance with a letter sent to you on February

7, 1378, we are attaching a revised conciliation agreement
this office would propose for your client, Edgar Bronfman.

ey We will shortly be presenting this proposal to the

Commission for its consideration and would like at that
time to advise the Commission of your views on it.

If you have any questions please contact Hal Ponder or
Ellen Hughes at 202-523-4006.

This letter and the attached proposed conciliation
agreement shall remain confidential unless you state to the
Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to be

made public.
Sincerely yours, ,
R

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333(76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation
having been conducted, and the Commission having found
reasonable cause to believe that respondent, Edgar
Bronfman, violated 2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now therefore, the respective parties herein,
the Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar
Bronfman, having duly entered into conciliation pursuant
to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has
jurisdiction over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject
matter of this proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a
reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action
should be taken in this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A. Respondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a
luncheon on July 22, 1976 to which some 52 business
executives were invited and attended and which Presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter addressed.

B. Respondent Edgar Bronfman paid $850.09 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon, and also paid $659.93
as his share of the cost of the meals served to the press
corps accompanying nominee Carter.

Wherefore, Respondent Bronfman agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in
which a person pays the cost of a social function at which
a single candidate for election to a federal office appears,
regardless of efforts made to obtain a similar subsequent

. appearance by the opponent of such candidate, to be made
for the purpose of influercing a federal election and
therefore to fall witﬁin the definition of a "contribution"
or "expenditure" within the meaning of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971 (the Act), as amended.

II. That according to this construction, the payment
by respondent Edgar Bronfman of his portion of the luncheon
at which Presidential nominee Carter appeared constitutes
a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of

the Act.
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III. That the Commission construes the payment by
respondent Edgar Bronfman of his share of the cost of
meals served to the press corps accompanying nominee
Carter to be included within the definition of a
"contribution" or "expenditure", as defined in the Act.

IV. That because the aggregate payment of $1,510.02
made by respondent Edgar Bronfman for his share of the
costs of the luncheon and his share of the costs of the
meals served to the press corps exceeded $1,000 limitation
provided in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A), respondent Edgar
Bronfman's aggregate payment was made in violation of
such section.

V. That respondent Edgar Brcnfman will pay a civil

«penalty in the amount of five hundred ($S500) dollars
pursuant o 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

VI. That this agreement shall in no manner be con-
strued as an admission by respondent Edgar Bronfman that
he has knowingly or willfully violated any provision of
the federal election laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a
complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters
at issue therein, or on its own motion, may review
compliance with this agreement. If the Commission believes
that this agreement or any requirement thereof has been

violated, it may institute a civil action for relief
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in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this aqgreement shall
become effective as of the date ithat all parties hereto
have executed same and the Commission has approved the
entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that respondent Edgar Bronfman
shall have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes
effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

o
sl

DATE FOR THE RESPONDENT
—

EDGAR BRONFMAN
c
.

c
c
™ DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKER

GENERAL COUNSEL




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SEREET NW
WASHINGTON DO 20463

February 7, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Theodore C. Sorenson, Esq.
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &

Garrison
345 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022 Re: MUR 333(76)

Dear Mr. Sorenson:

We regret to inform you that, on February 1, 1978,
the Commission rejected the proposed conciliation agreement
that you submitted to us on January 26, 1978.

Specificallir, subsections III. A and D of the proposed
conciliation agreement were not, in the Commission's view,
appropriate to include at this stage of the matter.

In reference to page three, paragraph III of the proposed
conciliation agreement, the Commission prefers the term "penalty"
rather than '"assessment'. In addition, a $500 fine has been
approved by the Commission as the appropriate penalty.

We remain open to any further negotiations and will arrange
to meet with you if it is pertinent to the conclusion of
conciliation. 1If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to call Hal Ponder or Ellen Hughes at 202-523-4006.

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee for
Good Government,

1976 Presidential Campaign
Committee, Inc.,

Edgar Bronfman and

Henry Ford, Il

MUR 333 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on February 1, 1978, the
Commission determined by a vote of 5-0 to adopt the recommendation
of the General Counsel in a report dated January 27, 1978, to approve
the Conciliation Agreement in the above-captioned matter, said
Conciliation Agreement having been amended by the General Counsel
in the following respects:

1. Deletion of paragraph A on page two of the draft
Agreement.

2. Deletion of paragraph D on pages two and three of
the draft Agreement.

3. Substitution of the word "penalty" for the word
"assessment" at the end of line five on page four
of the draft Agreement.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens,

Harris, Staebler, Thomson, and Tiernan. Commissioner Springer was

not present at the time of the vote.

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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William C. Oldaker, Esq.
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

Re: MUR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of Mr. Henry Ford II, I write to respond to your
letter of December 22, 1977 to the effect that you believe Mr. Ford
violated 2 USC §44la (1) (A) and your letter of January 19, 1978 suggesting
a conciliation agreement. (To simplify this response [and only for
that purpose] I will assume that payment for the luncheon was a contribution
within the meaning of the statute).

1. First with regard to the need or appropriateness of
correction by the Cammission through a conciliation agreement or other-
wise:

I believe it is evident fram the facts that: (i) there was
no element of knowingly or wilfully violating the law; (ii) all that
could be involved was a contribution $510.03 in excess of the statutory
$1,000 limit; and (iii) in the end the entire amount, not merely the
excess, was paid by the Democratic National Cammittee, itself a duly
authorized source of payment of political expenses. Under these circumstances,
even if it were assumed for the purpose of discussion that there was a
violation, it is not clear what scope is left for you to "endeavor to
correct any violation by informal methods . . ."

If correction was needed, it was fulfilled by Mr. Ford on his
own initiative pramptly after he became aware of a possible violation.
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William C. Oldaker, Esq. January 30, 1978
Federal Election Camission

Page 2.

Your letter of December 22 emphasizes that reimbursement did
not take place until three months after the luncheon. However, if this
three months is broken up into segments we find that: (i) it was a half
a month until a bill was received, and even a person fully versed in the
new law would have had no cause for concern until he received a bill for
more than $1,000; (ii) a month elapsed between the payment of the bill
and Mr. Ford's becoming alerted, by counsel's memorandum on the new law
in general, to the possibility of a problem and asked that it be investigated;
(1ii) counsel took ten days to investigate and express concern that an
excess contribution was involved; (iv) within a few days the Democratic
National Committee was asked to reimburse Mr. Ford; and (v) within a
month reimbursement was received. I do not see how Mr. Ford could be
expected to have acted more pramptly than he did; I do not find any
delay attributable to him.

I suggest that the time lapse (whether three months fram
luncheon to reimbursement, or a few days between Mr. Ford's awareness of
the problem and application for reimbursement) is of less importance
than the reimbursement. What is more significant, I would think, is
that Mr. Ford acted pramptly, while the presidential election was still
in its early stages; that he was reimbursed before the election took
place; and, I would emphasize, all without any stimulus fram the Federal
Election Commission or any knowledge of the investigation referred to in
your letter. I suspect, although I do not know, that all this took
place even before the Commission had any knowledge of the payment.

If indeed the act was violated, it was campletely unintentional,
and, given the newness of the act and the prompt voluntary, corrective
action, the violation should be excused.

2. Secondly, I cannot agree that a concilation agreement is
appropriate.

To begin with, the agreement proposed does not contain a fair
statement of the circumstances. The implications of paragraph IIID of
the proposed conciliation agreement are inaccurate and misleading. Mr.
Ford did not receive a memo fram me on July 29. The July 29th memo was
addressed to his secretary. It probably did not reach his secretary
until a day or so later; and it did not come to Mr. Ford's attention
until quite same time later, and after he had paid the bill. You have
Mr. Ford getting the memo on July 29.

Further, paragraph IIID implies that the memo was written in
connection with the Jimmy Carter luncheon. It was not. It was in
response to a general inquiry fram Mr. Ford's secretary on contribution
limits. My reference in the memo to acting as a host was purely gratuitous
and included in the memo solely because Mr. Ford had frequently acted as

“
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William Oldaker, Esqg. January 30, 1978
Federal Election Commission

Page 3.

a host in prior years and before the recently enacted change in the law.
Contrary to what is stated in paragraph IIID, my memo did not refer to
acting as a host for "the (Carter) luncheon", but referred to acting as
a host in general with no thought in mind of the Jimmy Carter luncheon.
A copy of the July 29 memo is attached.

The last sentence of paragraph IIID says that on September 10,
I "again" expressed concern about the Jimmy Carter luncheon. This is
wrong: September 10 is the first time any concern directed specifically
to the Jimmy Carter luncheon was ever expressed by anyone.

Paragraph IIID makes it appear that before Mr. Ford paid the
bill he was warned by counsel and that after he paid the bill he was
warned again by counsel, and only after the two warnings did he take
corrective action.

This is a grave misunderstanding of what actually took place,
and implies an element of wilfullness which did not exist. The fact is
that after paying the bill Mr. Ford ran across a gratuitous caution
about acting as host: as soon as he did he had the Jimmy Carter matter
investigated, and as soon as he learned that I, as his counsel, was
concerned over the Jimmy Carter matter he sought to correct it.

Paragraph I of page 3 is wrong in stating that Mr. Ford "is"
in violation of 2USC 441. 1If he ever was in violation, he corrected it
and cannot properly be said to be in violation at the present time.

Paragraph II of paye 3 of the proposed agreement, to the
effect that the purpose of the luncheon was to influence the presidential
election, is not correct. Mr. Ford's purpose was to enable business
leaders in the nation to meet with both major candidates for the presidency,
although it unfortunately developed that the Gerald Ford luncheon plan
could not be worked out. The impressions these business leaders formed
were their own affair.

Paragraph IV of page 3 would have Mr. Ford agree not to violate
2 USC 431. I can understand that such an undertaking might be appropriate
in the case of one who has carelessly or wilfully violated the law and
made no attempt at correction. But here the correction was spontaneous,
prampt, effective and without stimulus from any law enforcement agency
or outside source. In essence Mr. Ford achieved an end result fully in
accord with the law, namely, payment of the luncheon fram cammittee
funds. It does not make sense in these circumstances to ask such a
person toO sign an agreement not to violate the election laws when the
history of the incident and his own deportment emphatically demonstrate
that he needs no such reminder. Mr. Ford's actions in themselves show a
great concern and respect for the laws. A conciliation agreement of the
type proposed might be appropriate for those whose actions demonstrate
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they lack these characteristics of concern and respect. But such an
agreement, under the circumstances in this case, can have no purpose
other than to demean and humiliate. It does nothing to preserve the
purity of the election laws.

Finally, I do not understand what paragraph III of general
conditions could mean.

* %k k k k k k k kx k %

Having acted conscientiously and pramptly to correct any
possible election law violation, without knowledge of any investigation
by the FEC (and possibly before it even began an investigation), it is
impossible to discern what else Mr. Ford, or the FEC together with Mr.
Ford, can do that has not already becn done to carry out the intent of
Congress in enacting this law.

In view of the particular facts of this case, I respectfully
suggest that the Cammission ought to drop the matter as having been
satisfactorily resolved by the action of the respondent himself.

Very truly yours,

P U (e

P. V. Heftlér



PN

0

q
1

i

MEMO FOR FILE
HENRY FORD II
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

1. Federal Ilections

In the case of Federal elections the contribution
limitations are as follows:

(1) not more than $1,000 to any wolitical candidate or
his authorized committee, with respect to any one election.

(11) not more than $206,000 in anv calendar year to any
political committee establisned and maintained by a national
nolitical party which is not the authorized committee of any
candicate.

{1ii) not mere than $5,000 in anv calendar year to any
othor political committece {(narmely, a vpolitical committee
which 1s not authorized by any candidate ard which 1s not
maintailned by a national wpartcy - examplies would be committecs
established by tradce associlations, corporations, anti-
abortion 3roups, cetc.).

{(iv) firallw, not more than $25,000 in any calendar
voar. (A contrib¢t'ow made to a cancdidate in a calendar year
in whilch e 1s not runninag 1s treated as made during the
calendar vear in which the election 1s helc.)

t 0of independent expenditures to promote a
candidacy or prowosition 1s gulte scparate €from the above,
and such cwpenditurcs are DLrﬂi“ted without 1limit. The only
guestion is: are they independent T™his 1s a very tricky
area and ary prozosed cxpendlture Should be reviewed in
advance. It is too complicated to cive any general rules
other than o obscorve that rothing can be done 1n concert
with a candidate or at the sugagestion of the candidate,

nor can anv oY his specoeches or other campaign material bhe
disscminatced.

Any poerson cuan donate his own time to a candidate, as
a volunteor worker. Any nroposal to act as host to a funa-
raiser, bancguct, otc., involving provision of food, space,
or other items of 'aluu, should be reviewed, as these will
likely constitute "contributions"

3

2. hate “_uctLoqs

None of the foregoing applies to clections to state
office. There was a recently enacted Michican law on
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elections but it was declared unconstitutional. Portions of
it, setting limits on contributions, are being reintroduced
and it is a reasonable expectation that ultimately there
will be some limitations on contributions to Michigan
offices or Michigan propositions.

PVH
7/29/76

cc: J. Cumming
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Mr, William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

Federal Election Comission
1325 K Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20463
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) abpmAsreppitr OO
) MUR 333 (76) SRS oA
Edgar Bronfman ) 1 VYTQ 1978

INTERIM STATUS REPORT

On December 21, 1977, the Commission found reasonable cause
to believe that Edgar Bronfman had violated the provisions of
2 U.S.C. § 441la. The details of this matter are set forth
in the General Counsel's Report of December 21, 1977.
On January 26, 1978, we met with Mr. Theodore Sorenson,
Mr. Bronfman's legal counsel, to discuss the matters of
conciliation. Mr. Sorenson contended that the Commission did
not adequately assess the facts of this matter nor did it
serve to distinguish Mr. Bronfman and his intentions of
co-hosting a luncheon of this nature from the other respondents.
Mr. Sorenson explained Mr. Bronfman's blue-print" plan
of initiating an organization in which the business sector
could create a nonpartisan forum for improved business-
government relations. In light of this, Mr. Sorenson maintained
that expenditures for a luncheon intended for informational
purposes are neither independent nor contributions within
the meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971
(the Act), as amended. He explicitly compared the circumstances
of this matter with that of the Presidential Debates sponsored

by the League of Women Voters.
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Granting that there had been no history or establishment

of such a nonpartisan activity which involved the business
community, Mr. Sorenson maintained that, although Mr. Bronfman
might seem "naive", he was by no means intending to commit
violations of the Act.

One of Mr. Sorenson's primary interests is to alleviate
any history of bad records in Mr. Bronfman's name. Subsequently,
he submitted further a conciliation proposal to us. (See
attached copy).

RECOMMENDATION:

We recommend that the Commission accept the attached

Conciliation Agreement (note that with respect to paragraph

V, page 4, the respondent has agreed to pay a penalty of

$250, rather than the stated $100 Tiqure).
29/78 -%L/%«/d&

4 DA??' William gZ'Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
' January , 1978

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee
For Good Government,
1976 Presidential
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Bronfman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333 (76)

" CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the néfmal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having
been conducted, and the Commission having found reasonable
cause to believe that respondent, Edgar Bronfman, violated
2 U.S.C. §441la.

Now, therefore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar Bronfman,
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject matter of this
proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a reasonable
Opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in
this matter.

ITI. That the peitinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A. Respondent Edgar Bronfman was interested in a
program to improve relations between the Federal Government
and American business. As the first step in this program, he
decided, in conjunction with two other U. S. business executives, i

to invite each of the major party Presidential nominees to

meet with a bipartisan group of prominent business executives ;
for an exchange of views. It was the intention of
Respondent Bronfman that this meeting be replicated in a
series of forums held in major cities throughout the country
with selected groups of business executives and that from
these forums a new organization to represent business in
working with government be evolved.

B. Respondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a luncheon on
July 22, 1976 to which some 52 business executives were
invited and attended and which Presidential nominee Jimmy
Carter addressed.

C. Respondent Edgar Bfonfman paid $350.09 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon, and also paid $659.93
as his share of the cost of meals served to the press con-
tingent accompanying nominee Carter.

D. Respondent Edgar Bronfman and his co-sponsors planned
a similar luncheon to which the same business executives referred
to above were to be invited and which the Presidential nominee
of the Republican Party was to address. On August 17, 1976,
at the Republican National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri,
Republican Presidential Nominee President Gerald R. Ford was

formally extended an invitation by a representative of Messrs.
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Bronfman, Austin and Ford td attend and address such a
luncheon at a date to be chosen by him. As a result of
scheduling difficulties, a representative of nominee Ford
informed a representative of Bronfman, Ford and Austin in
September or October of 1976 that nominee Ford would be
unable to attend such a luncheon.

WHEREFORE, Respondent Bronfman agrees:

I. That the Commission construes any instance in which
a person pays the cost of a social function at which a single
candidate for election to a federal office appears, regardless
of efforts made to obtaiﬁ a similar subsequent appearance by
the opponent of such candidate, to be made for the purpose of
influencing a federal election and thérefore to fall within
the definition of a "contribution" or "expenditure" within the
meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amenced (the Act).

II. That according to this construction, the payment by
respondent Edgar Bronfman of his portion of the luncheon at
which Presidential nominee Carter apvreared constitutes a "con-
tribution" or "expenditure" within the meaning of the Act.

III. That the Commission construes the payment by respondent
Edgar Bronfman of his share of the cost of meals served to the
press contingent accompanying nominee Carter to be included
within the definition of a "contribution" or "expenditure",
as defined in the Act. /

IV. That because the aggregate payment of $1,510.02 made

by responcdent Edgar Bronfman for his share of the costs of



7

O -4 - @

the luncheon and his share of the costs of the meals served to
the press contingent exceeded the $1,000 limitation provided
in 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (p), respondent Edgar Bronfman's

aggregate payment was made in violation of such section.

—N V. That respondent Edgar Bronfman will pay a civil assessment

in the amount of one hundred ($100) dollars pursuant to
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (6) (B).

VI. That this agreement shall in no manner be construed as
an admission by respondent Edgar Bronfman that he has knowingly
or willfully violated anyv provision of the federal election

laws.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Ccmmission, on regquest of anycne filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(l) concerning the matters at issue
therein, or on its own motion, mav review compliance with this
agreenment. If the Commission believes that this agreement or
any reauirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a
civil action for relief in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall
beccme effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same and the Commission has approved the entire agree-
ment.

III. It is agreed that respondent Edgar.éronfman shall-

have 30 days from the date this agreement becomes effective
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to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

in this agreement and to so notify the Commission.

DATE . FOR THE RESPONDENT
EDGAR BRONFMAN

DATE WILLIAM C. OLDAKELR
GENERAL COUNSEL
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Biz Van Gelder, Esqg.
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Ms., Van Gelder:

Enclosed as you requested is the "internal
draft" of a prospectus for Edgar Bronfman's proposed
business organization. Inasmuch as this reinforces
the innocence of Mr. Bronfman's intent, I would very
much hope that he would be treated, with respect to
the assessment, at least as favorably as his co-hosts
at that luncheon. This is, as previously mentioned, of
more symbolic than substantive importance to us; but
i1f any of the other parties is being assessed no payment
whatsoever, then surely Mr. Bronfman deserves the same.
If he is being treated less favorably in this regard,

I would want to reconsider the situation with you and
hope you will let me know.

Again, many thanks for your thoughtful consi-
deration to this matter in our meeting yesterday and
your telephone call today.

Sincerely,
(§; S S>¢“dvmu1ﬁ»*~
Theodore C. Sorensen

Enc.
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WORKING PROSPECTUS
‘1, The Problem--In purc economic theory, the free market
is morally ncutral. In modern fact business executives know that
their lives, their businesses and their activities are inextricably, and
somctimnes maddenlingly, intertwined with government, as well as the
media and cther frece-spirited but organized publics. 1t is a relation-
—_ ship that is not working well. Jortunc has described it: "Business
needs a different political stance. The relationship hetween business
(] - . “ e
o and politics in the United States has never been worse. " Adds the Wall
- Street Journal: "Businessmen are forever asking why their reputations
keep dropping in the eyes of the public.” This doutle affliction--political
’ . N . - 1 3 N )
o ineflectiveness and questioncd behavior--is commonly acknowledged. Can
- anything be done and why try now? :
c
- 2, The Cpno: tum‘"-—qu presidential election year is a time
—_ vhen two kinds of change are possible, either one large for the couniry.
=4 If President Ford is returnaed to olfice, his inherited stewardship
~ and policies will have been ratified by the electora‘s for the firs! time.

Not only will he have stopped 2 new Democratic jugge rn.aut (similar to the
Harry Truman eleciion in 1943, with reversed labels) but he will alco hav
survived the biggest challenge within his own party an incumbent America
president has cxpcx ienced in this ccntux",'. "An elected President Ford,
observed one White Tlouse Counscllor, "who has oveircome all that, will
rui a differoent, much more assurcd and assertive administration,’

o

Of coursce, if Carter is elccted it could result in the biggest gover:
mental change in the United States since 1832: a gonerationally new,
populist Democratic President supported by a Democratic Congress in bof
Houscs, under new meojorily leadership with an entively new cabinet and
senior government administration,  ""Carter's problem, " says one of his
senior advisors, "is to find a whole new gencration of leadership. "

-

In cithor cage, the orchestration of federal power will be different

Vst from {he pregent,  So must the business role. Business leadors, whoﬂicx‘
]

- they be Dermocrats or Republicans or Independents cannot afford 1o sit i w
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the audience humming the same old tunes, or worse, wailing tired
dirges at Washington. "The magnitude of the coming changie, whoever
wins, offers us an opportunity--if we earn it--to be part of that change.
We propose to face that opportunity for changing the business and
government relationship by recruiting a group from the nationwide
business comrunity to work afresh and constructively with the govern-
ment after the election. In all its actlivities, the group described here
and its members will scrupulously distinguich between the legal lobbying
that business does in the interests of a corporation or an indusiry--a
function already handled by other organizations--and {he contribution it
can make in the whole nation's interest. We believe business does make
such a contribution and can and should increase it.

3. Working Name of the Organization--Business for a Better
America (BBA),

4. Organizational Siructure--

A, Tounders—ersismdemm———me L e © J, Paul Austin,
Edgar M., Bronfiman'plus one or two others.

B. DMecmbership: Between 1,000 and 3, 000 representative
U.S. busincss leaders, small and large, all over the country
. (individuals not corporations),

C. IExecutive Committes: 35 to 50 regioral business leaders,

one cach from the top populaticn and business centers of tlie U, S.

D. Manasing Commitice: The founders plus six members of
the regional executive commitice.

.

¥, Professional Staff: At the start a senior Coordinator, one
or two rescarchers and appropriate office help headquartered
in rented Noew York City office space.

5. DPolitical Complexion--Although it is being formed at the start
of an clection camprnign, the BB A as an organization will be wholly non-
partisan in its activity. Its purpose will be the improvemoent of busincess-
governiment relations and business conduct and staturces 1lts membership
vill not be exclusively Democratic or Republican,  Individuals within the
BBRA may endorse or support any presidential condidate., Lut the BI3A as
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an organization will not endorse, or render campaign support to, or
coordinatle with, any presidential candidate or his agents, Under the

new I‘ederal Election Campaign Act, ncither the BBA as a whole, nor

its individual members, may make any direct coniribution of material
value (money or services) toward the presidential campaign itself,
(Restricted and limited contributions are allowed to the puarties' National
Committees and other candidates--but not by the BBA as here constituted, )

6. Legal Status--BBA will seck a formal "information letter"
from the Federal Llection Commission that its objective, structure and

source of private funding in no way is in violation of the Federal Election
Campaign statute,

7. Program and Activities--

A. Working Seminars: The regional executives will arrange
working dinncr-seminar meetings among the regicnal members
themselves to discuss substantively and structurally how
business can make a larger contribution to sensible government
(both cxecutive and Congressional) and how busincss can better
conduct itself in the public's interest. Reports of the con:
clusions of these meetings will be sent to the headquarters of
BBA for evaluation, synthesis and action,

B, Trarsmitting Views to Cardidaies: If the views of the
organization ¢r groups within it are thought to be of impouriance
to the presidential candidates, thesc will be transmitted directly
to the candidates in writing.

C. Formation of Task Forces: Small working task forces on
specialized problems (e, g. business cthics, hard-core unem-
ployment, pensions, environment, energy, mulli-nationals,
transportation, taxation, etc.) will be formed enlisting groups
of specialized business exccutives togcether with professional
staff to work on particular problems. These task forces will
report to the government after the election.

D. . Mcectings with Candidates:  During the campaign, the BBA
and its regional executives will arrangze {o have groups of local
business representatives mecet at lunch, dinner or for other
kinds of get-acquuinted scosions with both presidential candidates
(as iu the first such meeting held at '21" in New York City on
July 22 with Governor Carter and as planned for September with
President Ford.,)




E. Publishing: The BBA or its regional groups may publish
papers, crcdos or reportis on business and government in
America,

F. Othcr Organizations: To render itself morce effective,

the BBA will solicit the views of such existing organizations

as the Business Council, Conference Board, Business
Roundtable, Committec on Economic Development and others
as to how the business-government relationship can be rendered
morc effective during and after the clection.

8. Press and Public Relations--The activities of the BBA will be
openly conducted witn full and public accountability. The media will be
invited to all meetings with tiie candidates and will be kept fully informed
of all the BEA's activities., :

9. Financing--Modest fees will be assessed to meet the costs of
the BDA, a non-profit membership organization.

10. The BBA will announce its existence, composition, program
and intentions as soon as possible. It will then start functioning at an
escalating pace.
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LOUIS F DAHLING
FREDERICK C NASH
PIERRE V HEFTLER
RICHARD D ROMR
THEODORE SOURIS
CARSON C GRUNEWALOD
WALTER O ®OCHm
ALFRED C WORTLEY JUR
MICHAEL B LEWISTON
GEORGE D MILLER JUR
LLOYD C fFeELL

JAMES T MEIMBUCH
HEROQOLD MCC DEASON
JAMES A SMITH
GERALD VAN WYKE
JOSEPH N BROWN
KENNETH R LANGO
JAMES R BUSCHMANN
ANDREW J BRODER
GEORGE G KEMSLEY
MICHAEL A STACK
DAVID M HEMPSTEAD
JOSEPH J KOCHANEX
RANDOLPH S PERRY
FATHLEEN A LIEDER
JAMES U WALSHKH

BooMAN, LONGLEY, BOGLE & DAMLING
34™ FLOOR.IQO RENAISSANCE CENTER

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48243

(313) 259-7777

January 28, 1978

William C. Oldaker, Esq.

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street NW
Washington, D. C.

20463

Re: MJR 333 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

I write for Mr. Henry Ford II in response to your letter

/><(J(70 2 S,¢a;

t

OAKLAND COUNTY OFFICE
756 WEST BIG BEAVER ROAD

SUITE 2020
TROY, MICHIGAN 48084
(313) 382-2110

JOSEPH A SULLIVAN
COUNSEL

HENRY € BODMAN
1874-1963
CLIFFORD B LONGLEY
iage - 1954
HENRY C BOGLE
1892-1977
HENRY | ARMSTRONG, JUR
1887-1978%

of January 19, 1978 which, among other things, asks for a reply
Extraordinary winter storms in this area have

within ten days.
disrupted normal work routines and made it impossible to reply

within the specified period. You may expect a reply in a week.

PVH: jmp

Yours truly,

Pierre V. Heftler
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3a'~ FLOOR !CO RENAISSANCE CENTER

DETROIT MICHIGAN 48243

William C. Oldaker, Esq.
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street NW
wWashington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D €. 20463

January 19, 1978

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Edgar Bronfman
375 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022

Re: MUR 333(76)

Dear Mr. Bronfman:

This letter is in reference to the notification you
received on December 27, 1977. As we have noted previously,
the Commission is required to correct any violation by
informal methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion,
and to enter into a conciliation agreement. Attached you
will find the Commission's proposed conciliation agreement.
We request that you respond to the proposed conciliation
agreement within 15 days of the receipt of this letter.

If you have any gquestions regarding conciliation,
please contact Biz Van Gelder (telephone no. 202-523-4175),
the attorney assigned to this matter. This letter and the
attached proposed conciliatiosn agreement shall remain con-
fidential unless you state to the Commission in wrltlng
that you wish the investigation to be mad

General Counsel

cc: Theodore C. Sorenson
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison
345 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10022
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reverse.
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Add your 1ddress in the “RE TO'" space on

@ SENDER: Complete item; ' 1.
d your address in the “"RETURN TO' space on
reverse.

and 5.
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1. The following service is r

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
REGISTERED NO.

(Always obt

I have received
SIGNATURE

equested (check one)
] Show to whom and date delivered

Show to whom, date, ivery
% RESTRICTFD DEL’\;‘S;?_""“‘ of detivers
Show to whom and date delivered
l:] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom., date. and address of delivery. s
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FOR FEES)
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Show to whom, date, and address of delivery . $___
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL'ELECTION COMMISSION
January 13, 1978

In the Matter of

Nonpartisan Committee
For Good Go' rnment,
1976 Presidecutial
Campaign Committee,
Inc., Edgar Broniman
and Henry Ford, II

MUR 333 (76)

N N e e e et N e

CCONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated on the basis of
information ascertained in the normal course of carrying
out its supervisory responsibilities, an investigation having
been conducted, and the Commission having found reasonaple
cause to believe that respondent, Edgar Bronfman, violated
2 U.S.C. §44la.

Now, thercfore, the respective parties herein, the
Federal Election Commission and respondent Edgar Bronfman,
having duly entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. That the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over respondent Edgar Bronfman and the subject matter of this
proceeding.

II. That respondent Edgar Bronfman has had a reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in
this matter.

III. That the pertinent facts in this matter are as

follows:
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A. Respondent Edgar Bronfman co-sponsored a 1uncheon
to which business executives were invited. Presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter was invited to address the luncheon.

B. The luncheon, which was held on July 22, 1976, was
co-hosted by J. Paul Austin, chairman of the Nonpartisan
Committee for Good Government (the Nonpartisan Committee),
Edgar Bronfman, chairman of the Seagram Company Ltd., and
Henry Ford, II, chairman of Ford Motor Company; and was attended
by approximately 52 business persons. Presidential nominee
Jimmy Carter accepted the invitation to address the luncheon
and spoke at the luncheon. :

C. Respondent Edgar Bronfman paid $1,510.03 for his
share of the costs of the luncheon.

D. Respondent Edgar Bronfman construed the costs of the
luncheon as an independent expenditure which was not made in
cooperation, consultation, 'or concert, with or at the request
or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized committee or
agent of such candidate.

WHEREFORE, Resgondent Edgar Bronfman agrees:

I. That the invitation to Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter,
his acceptance and appearance at the luncheon constituted
cooperation, consultation, or concert, with the candidate or

his authorized committee or agent within the meaning of 2 U.S.C.

S§44la(a) (7) (B) (1) .
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As such, the exzsnirztiz=zs =z==s Z=F_-=2 :=: =czmzrizc<ions-in-
kind and subject to =ns TzI-_TsTm==—= z== 1T _= ==z Tederal
Election Campaign 2zt 2 =71 == =Z—=-=-=-C - t== . Since
the contribution ewcs=sZz2 2 [ 1° —==z-c-—-==- <~z- ==--fman
is in violation of Z T.Z.l. =-=1=z = . -

II. That the rz=zcnisz-t IZic=zz IZo-=—Z==- : Z.ross= in
holding the lunchsc<n w23 <= =Sl _.=2= -z To= Trzsz_fz-=:=z
election within the =s=zn--mz- -2 I T.Z.Z. =21 = .

III. Respondent IZiczr ZroomZ—m=— . == = Z27T1l penalty
in the amount of £iws nunizs=Z D10 IT__Z=z LIwzzIzmT <o
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6} = .
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undertake any activizTl WoLIL s T TLI_=ZT-- T Io--a2 ==,
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