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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1125 K SIRELT NW

q.\SHN ION.D.C. 2046.1

April 6, 1977

Mr. Vern Morse
Treasurer
American Party
P.O. Box 990, 100 River Road
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863

Re: MUR 331 (76)

Dear Mr. Morse:

The Commission voted on March 31, 1977, to
terrainate its inquiry into alleged violations of
2 U.S.C. 5434. The Commission determined that there
was no reason to believe that the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, had been either
substantially or willfully violated and that voluntary
compliance had been achieved. Accordingly, the Commission

- intends to close its files in this matter.

A copy of the Commission's determination and
the General Counsel's Report is enclosed for your information.
If you have any questions, please contact Gloria R. Sulton
(telephone no. 202/523-4057), the attorney assigned to
this matter.

Sincerely yours,

William Oldaker
General Counsel
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

American Party
MUR 331 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on March 31, 1977, the

Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel

that it finds no reason to believe that a violation of 2 U.S.C.

§434 of the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended, had been

committed in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file in this case has been closed.

r. - 17

irjorie W. Emmons
;ary to the Commission

U ~ *-



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

March 29, 1977
In the Matter of ) MUR 331 (76)

American Party )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegations

This matter was internally generated based upon

a review of the reports of receipts and expenditures

filed by respondent. Notification was mailed on

December 23, 1976, to the treasurer, advising that the

Commission found reason to believe violations of

-- 2 U.S.C. §434 had been committed.

There were three reporting discrepancies noted:

1. Convention report overlapped in reporting

period with other reports in the party file and balances

were not in agreement with the other reports.

2. Cash on hand balance from January 1, 1976

($563.41) was inconsistent with the October 10, 1976

reported balance ($2,056.63).

3. Transfer-in to the party did not agree with

transfer-out from the nominations convention account in

the July 10, 1976 report.

II. Evidence

1. Review of the public files by the staff members

in the reports analysis section and contact with party
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of ficials disclosed that the American Party's Convention

Report was filed with the American Party committee

reports and treated as a continuation of other reports

in that file. The removal of the Convention R~eport

from the party committee file eliminated the inconsistent

reporting dates and cash balances.

2. Prior to the October 10, 1976 quarterly report,

the American Party disclosed a January 1, 1976 cash

on hand balance of $563.41. on the October 10, 1976

report, this figure was reported as $2,056.63, a

$1,493.22 difference.

The respondent, through its accountant Ron Cate,

offered an explanation in a letter dated February 24,

1977. (See attached copy) :4r. Cate states that a check

for -$1,500 was voided in 1976 which was drawn in 1975

and that a bank account was closed and the balance of

$6.78 was included in the January 1, 1976 opening balance.

Additional information was requested to determine the

identity of the check and the specific transactions involving

the bank account. On March 9,, 1977, rr. Cate responded

to the latter request. (See attached letter). A review

of the 1975 annual report revealed a disbursement in the

amount of $1500 to Tom Anderson verifying the identity of the
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voided check. A review of the statement of organization

and amendments thereto did not disclose the Sevier County

Bank as a depository of the American Party. Mr. Cate

reports that this account is now closed and the

$6.78 balance which was subsequently reduced to $ - 0-

as a result of bank charges should have been reported

as an expense, rather than a reduction of the opening

balance.

3. The American Party Convention report received

September 20, 1976, disclosed a transfer out to the

American Party national headquarters in the amount

of $5,825 in June 1976. The October 10, 1976 report

of the American Party revealed a transfer-in from the

nominations convention account of $5,500 a difference

of $325. Mr. Gate in his February letter indicated the

difference was reported as state assessments. He identified

the amounts and the states from which the money was received

in his March letter. These amounts were verified from

the July 10, 1976 report.

III. Analysis and Recommendation

1. Since the Commission staff misfiled the convention

report which caused the sending of the notification, there is

no reason to believe a violation of 2 U.S.C. S434 was

committed with respect to this allegation.

4
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2. The discrepancy in the cash on hand balance of

January 1, 1976, is attributable to a lack of understanding

of proper reporting procedures by respondent. These

matters have now been clarified and no further action is

recommended based upon the voluntary compliance by the

party through amendments of its reports.

The investigation of this matter revealed the

existence of a bank account not previously listed by

respondent on its statement of organziation. The failure

to amend the statement of organization in compliance with

2 U.S.C. §433 was apparently an oversight. In view of the

fact that the account has been closed, retroactive amendments

to reflect the period of existence of the depository are

not recommended.

3. The $325 discrepancy in the transfer-in from the

convention account has been identified and accounted for

in the July 10, 1976 report. Thus, there is no reason

to believe that the party failed to report the full amount

of the transfer in accordance with the provisions of 2 U.S.C.

§434.

IV. Conclusion

Close file. Send attached letter.

William O1Iaker

General Counsel

Date:

t ,.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREEt N.W
WASHINGTON.D. 20461

Mr. Vern Morse
Treasurer
American Party
P.O. Box 990, 100 River Road
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863

Re: AUR 331 (76)

Dear Mr. Morse:

The Commission voted on , 1977, to
terminate its inquiry into alleged violations of
2 U.S.C. §434. The Commission determined that there
was no reason to believe that the Federal Election
Camoaign Act of 1971, as amended, had been either
substantially or willfully violated and that voluntary
compliance had been achieved. Accordingly, the
Coimmission intends to close its file in this matter.

A copy of the Commission's determination and
tae General Counsel's Report is enclose] for your
information. If you have any questions, please contact
Gloria R. Sulton (telephone no. 202/523-4057), the
attorney assigned to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

',illiam Oldaker
General Counsel

rr'

Enclosures



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
MUR 331 (76)

American Party)

INTERIM INVESTIGATION REPORT

This matter was internally generated based upon a

review of the reports of receipts and expenditures filed

by respondent. Notification was mailed on December 23,

1976, to the treasurer, advising that the Commission

found reason to believe ,violations of 2 U.S.C. S434 had

been committed.

There were three reporting discrepancies noted:

1. Convention report overlapped in reporting

pe--iod with other reports in the party file and balances

were not in agreement with the other reports.

2. Cash on hand balance from January 1, 1976 ($563.41)

was inconsistent with the October 10, 1976 reported balance

($2,056.63).

3. Transfer-in to the party did not agree with

transfer-out from the nominations convention account in

the July 10, 1976 report.

Additional review of the public files by staff members

in the reports analysis section and contact with party

officials disclosed that the American Party's Convention

Report was filed with the American Party committee reports

and treated as a continuation of other reports in that file.
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After this report was removed from the party's file, the

problems involving inconsistent reporting dates and

balances were eliminated.

An explanation for the discrepancy in the cash on

hand balances has been provided; however, more information

is needed to verify the transactions which are alleged to

have caused the error. Likewise, the party has offered

an explanation of the discrepancy between the transfer-in

and transfer-out but more information is needed to verify

the explanation in the reports filed. (See attached)

Oral and written communications from party officials

have revealed an apparent failure by the party's accountant

to file and respond to requests. The late responses have

partially been caused by the inadequate filings of the

accountant and further misleading representations by him

to the party that information had been sent to the Commission.

The bookkeeper, Margaret Woodhead, has responded to several

requests for additional information in this matter.

Despite the fact that the party has employed an accountant,

most of the errors appear to result from ignorance of the

disclosure requirements.

Because of the efforts of the reports analyst to

understand respondent's reports and the assistance she has

given respondent, the issues have been greatly simplified to

the extent that a field audit appears unnecessary. We anticipate
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that this matter can be concluded shortly based upon

voluntary compliance.

William 0 fdae

General Counsel

Date: /
/

Nd,



HICIAN, PUGH& CoM NY
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN IANT

510 Park "iIank IBuili ei,

KNOXVILLE, 1"ENNESSEE 37901
James E. llicknan, C.P.A. MEMBERS
Will J. Pugh. C.P.A. AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
Steve Clcndenen, C.P.A. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
jot .. TENNESSEE SOCIETY OF
Walter E. Dffron. C.P.A. CE RTIFIE TUNNES ES CIETYAOF
Charlcs S. White, C.P.A.
Frances W. Hlciton, C.P.A.
Ronnie G. Cate, C.P.A.

March 9, 1977

Federal Election Commission
Disclosure Division
1325 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

ATTN: CAROL BOWEN

RE: AMERICAN. PARTY .....

The information that-follows is the information requested by your office.

1. Discrepancy in cash balance - $1,493.22

January 31, 1976 Report
Schedule B, Page 1 of 4 - Check to Tom Anderson on 12-31-75 for $1,500.00

was subsequently voided after January 31, 1976 report was filed which

increased the cash on the American Party's records by $1,500.00. The

new check which was written in January, 1976 to replace this check

was not reported on the April 10, 1976 report as It was only to replace

the voided check. While I was preparing the FEC reports, I reported the

beginning cash as the ending cash balance on the January 31, 1976 report.

Subsequently, the American Party began to prepare the reports and they

used the beginning cash balance per their records which did not agree

with the January 31, 1976 report.

The balance of $563.41 on the January 31, 1976 report was represented

by the following funds:

Sevier County Bank $ 6.78

Bank of Sevierville 556.63

$563.41 |

The $6.78 was subsequently reduced to zero by Bank due to service charg
es.

This should have been reported as expense during 1976; however, when

the American Party began to file their reports, they did not expense it

but only reported the beginning balance in the one checking account of

$2,056.63 as the opening cash balance. (Incorrect as discussed above.)

The difference is summarized as follows:

Voided Check subsequently reported wrong by American Party - ,500

Bank Account reduced to zero, not reported by American

Party

Difference. .......................

. ~ . .. .. . . .



recderal Election Co n

page 2 W
March 9, 1977

2. Discrepancy in $325.00 transfer from Convention 
bank account to

National Headquarters account -

As discussed previously, the $325.00 was 
reported as state assessments

since it was a transfer of assessments collected 
at the national

convention for the following states:

Kentucky
Oklahoma

$225.00100.00

$325.00

The original June 7, 1976 form reported 
state assessments of $225.00 for

Kentucky and $387.50 for Oklahoma (includes 
$100). Mrs. Woodhead has

filed amended reports and you can check 
this against these reports.

Please review all of the information you have on hand and 
furnish either Mrs.

Woodhead of American Party or myself with 
a list of any additional information

you need. I think we have supplied all requested 
information. If you need any

more detailed information for items discussed above, please contact me.

RON'CATE

I

W 00--



James E. Hickman, C.P.A.
Will J. Push, C.P.A.
Steve Clendenen, C.P.A.
Jue M. High, Jr., C.P.A.
Waltcr E. Daffron, C.P.A.
Chules S. White, C.P.A.
Frances W. Helton, C.P.A.
Ronnie G. Cate. C.P.A.

MEMBERS
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF977 7A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

' '"I l7 '& TISSEE SOCIETY OF
CERtFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

February 24, 1977

Federal Election Commission
Disclosure Division
1325 K. Street, Northwest
Washington, D. C. 20463

Attn: Carol Bowen

RE: THE AMERICA PARTY

The following are explanations of discrepancies on the
_ that I mail you: reports which you requested

1) The discrepancy of $325.00 between the amounts reported as transferred
from the convention account to the national account is due to the fact
that S325.00 was included in state assessments on national report.
The money was received at the national convention at which time. tey
wro:e a zheck to the American Party National Headquarters and it was
listed as a state assessment in their records. 1Cllb

2) The discre~ancy in the beginning cash balance results from a voided check
in Dece=ber, 1?75. For the December, 1975 report, the check in the amount
of Sw,5?C.C3 as listed on the FEC report, but the American Party later
voided the check and did not include it as a reduction on their balance
and wrote a new check in January, 1976. As a result of this, when thereports were prepared later in the year, an incorrect balance the American
Party had in their records was later reported on the FEC Forms. Theremaining difference of $6.78 was due to a bank account in 1975 with a
balance of $6.78 which was closed into their regular bank account during
the year.

If there are any questions, please contact me.

RON CATE, CPA

HICKMAN, PUGH & COMPANY
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOPPTAN ON$10 Pak Bank Buildin# . 13)i

IKNOXVILLE. TENNESSEE 37901 ' ,,
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

UiJ~

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

(5) Internal Documents

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investigatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

.4

date / • -. 2

FEC 9-21-77

'1 1" Pir-S Irt- ..'A ct
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Post Office Box 1098.1.° ., .
Pigeon Forge, Tennesseaee 3786)..

RDear .s .Gardner,

i ++ ' This letter is to notify y@ that the Federal
S~Election Cemussion. after reviewing your party's
reports of receipts and expenditures for the periods

++" -'-3/1 -6/30/76 and 7/1 - 9/30/76 has found reaon to
believe that your omittee lus violated the prvsions

+ of 2 U.S.C. S434 of the Federal lection Oap&gn Act. of 1971, as amended ('the At'). We have numbered
~this matter MU 331 (76).

This review reveals that the report for the 3/1 -
~6/30/76 period discloses a cash on hand as of January 1,

1976 of $ - 0 -. On your next report coveringth
" period 7/1 -9/30/76, you dilsclosed a cash on hand at

the beginning of the reporting period of $3,08|0o2l and a
~cash on hand as of January 12, 1976 of $2,056.63.
~Additionally, the former report shows a transfer out

aggregating $8,525.36 to the American Party National
Headquarters. The latter report lhovs a ttasfer in of
8,200.*38 as coming from the Nominations Convention Aeeun.
A full explanation of these entri~e; is requested
including the resons for the tranfers, and th uses
of the various accounts of the American .Part amng hich
transfers have been made.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to +demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Ccniiusion' s consideration of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted
under oath.

4' 41.

e-, *.y. ; + , +'.+ ,.+,,,,,.

i. U4

i, w i, +" ++ 
'"+' '. ,m " +.: . ... :v
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Coii sio L mde a AMUr tQ .stInt
should be submitted withn Ito n4ays.IaIIer, AM

notification. if you haileany qvestionts, p1Oi.,
Gloria R. Sulton (telephQne nok 202/342-4041), !", %Ro mma
assigned to this came.

Whie Smatter viii" Z~AiA"
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (1)unjes4 you noitfyth -

in writing that you wis1the investigation to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in thL
matter, please have counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

Nib

.. ... .- + - • . • ,-
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

American Party
MUR 331 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on December 21, 1976, the

Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel to

find Reason to Believe that violations of 2 U.S.C. §434 had been

committed in the above-captioned matter.

Marjorie W. Emmonseretary to the Commission

1':
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIREET N.W.
WASHING TOND.C. 20463

December 21, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

RE:

BILL OLDAKER

MARJORIE EMMONS
43

MUR 310 (76) and MUR 331 (76)

The above mentioned .URs were transmitted to the

Commissioners at 11:00 a.m. on December 20, 1976.

As of 2:00 p.m. on December 21, 1976, no objections

have been received on these MURs.

I



NO. MUR 331(76)
D A T E A N D T I M E O F T R A N S M I T T A L : _ _ , , , , _ _,, , _ __"_

1:0..? REC'D: NOV. 4, 1976

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

mplainant's Name: Internally generated

sporident's Name: American Party

lezxnt Statute: 2 U.S.C. S434

tenal Rcports Checked: Yes

dera] Agcnc:ies Chocke,.d: None

SUMI'1ARY OF ALLEGATION

The reported cash on hand balances and transfers between different

accounts of the American Party are inconsistent and/or erroneous based

upon an examination of the Oct. 10 quarterly and the post-convention

re 0rts.

PR, ELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

A review of several reports of the American Party reveals questionable

reporting entries (such as $29,414.88 in unitemized contributions, no

itemijed contributions on post-convention report) overlapping reporting

dates & failure to provide information required by statute, in addition

to the specific errors herein. Prior attempts to obtain requested infor-

mation have been unsuccessful. Additionally, the registration information

(cont. on page 2) . ....

-n hoIiaa ~Rnd tf--arh~ti 1tt
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PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS (cont.)

is insufficient to explain the transfer herein based upon the

designated depositories, or whether more than one committee is

conducting the business of the Party. A preliminary investigation

is warranted to seek clarification of the apparent reporting errors

existing in the reports herein.

A related case, MUR 277, reveals additional reporting

discrepancies. That case was referred to OGC after the 30-

day mandatory conciliation period expired. In view of the

fact that an audit will probably be necessary to explain

and verify reported entires, 277 is being held until such time

as an audit report is available. (See attached memo to

Alexander Keema). After more facts are available, a proposal

for conciliation will be submitted in 277, if necessary.

F UL



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K ST RE I I N.W
WASHINCION,D.C. 20403

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ms. Mary Ellen Gardner
Treasurer, American Party
Post Office Box 1098
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863

Re: MUR 331 (76)

Dear Ms. Gardner:

This letter is to notify you that the FederalElection Commission, after reviewing your party'sreports of receipts and expenditures for the periods3/1-6/30/76 and 7/1-9/30/76 has found reason to believethat your committee has violated the provisions of2 U.S.C. §434 of the Federal Election Campaign Act of1971, as amended (the Act). We have numbered this
matter MUR 331 (76).

This review reveals that the report for the 3/1-6/30/76period discloses a cash on hand as of January 1, 1976of $-0-. On your next report covering the period7/1-9/30/76, you disclosed a cash on hand at the beginningof the reporting period of $3,080.21 and a cash onhand as of January 1, 1976 of $2,056.63. Additionally,the former report shows a transfer out aggregating$8,525.38 to the American Party National Headquarters.The latter report shows a transfer in of $8,200.38 as: coming from the Nominations Convention Account. A fullexplanation of these entries is requested including thepurposes of the various accounts of the American Partyamong which transfers have been made.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstratethat no action should be taken against you. Pleasesubmit any factual or legal materials which you believeare relevant to the Commission's consideration of thismatter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitte .,,,under oath. 
- . '

C4
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The Commission is under a duty to investigate
this matter expeditiously; therefore, your response
should be submitted within ten days after receipt of this
notification. If you have any questions, please contact
Gloria R. Sulton (telephone no. 202/382-4041), the attorney
assigned to this case.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance
with 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (3) unless you notify the Commission
in writing that you wish the investigation to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGION,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: ALEXANDER KEEMA

THROUGH: DAVID SPIEGEL

FROM: GLORIA SULTON

RE: RAS0047SM (MUR 277)

The above matter was referred to the Office 
of

General Counsel at the expiration of 
the conciliation

period after a reasonable cause to believe 
letter was

sent from your office. Subsequent to receipt of this

referral, another matter involving the 
same party was

referred to us. The latter case is now MUR 331 (Your

ref. # RAS06-76).

We propose to proceed on MUR 331 in 
anticipation

that an audit will also clarify the reportinq 
problems

in MUR 277. In such event, we will be able to propose

an appropriate conciliation agreement 
in 277 based upon

an audit of 331. At the present time, the reports filed

and information available do not give 
us sufficient

facts upon which to propose any agreement 
in 277.

It .Jj
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MEMORANDUM

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The attached memo by Dan Higgins outlines questionable reporting

problems by the American Party. The committee fails to account for

$3,080.21 on their October 10 Report.

The American Party's disclosure reports have been repeatedly poor and

perhaps a field audit of the committee should be taken into consideration.

Should you have any further questions please contact me at 382-3484.

<: ' , .. .:

0 9

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1.125 K SIRE[ I N.W.
WASHIN; JON. I ), 204bi

November 4, 1976

TO: D jid Spiegel/Gloria Sulton

0rew McKay/Al Keema L

Nancy Davis 9.,

American Party
RAS #06-76



November 2, 1976

TO: Nancy Davis

FROM: Dan Higgins

Analysis of the October 10 Quarterly report of the American Party,
of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, raises certain interesting questions, some
of which might possibly merit closer scrutiny.

A. The American Party's 30 Day Post Convention report covering the
period March 1, 1976 through June 30, 1976 shows a cash on hand
at close of reporting period figure of $0.00, and a cash on hand
as of January 1, 1976 figure of $0.00. Yet their next report,
the October 10 Quarterly, covering the period July 1 through

* September 30, 1976 shows a cash on hand at beginning of the
reporting period figure of S3080.21, and a cash on hand as of
January 1, 1976 figure of $2056.63. Thus this most recent report
began the year with $2056.63 that the earlier report did not show,
as well as commencing the latest reporting period with $3080.21
that the earlier report did not disclose.

B. The 30 Day Post Convention report shows a Transfer Out of funds,
during the period June through August 1976, aqqregating $8525.38
to the American Party National Headquarters. This entry gives
the same address for the recipient committee as for the contributing
committee.

C. The October 10 Quarterly report shows funds Transferred In between
N May and September aggregating S8200.38. These are listed as cominq

in from the American Party, Nominations Convention Account, based
N in Salt Lake City. This is where their treasurer is located and

where their convention was held, but no other affiliated organization
appears to be located there.

Obviously, there are certain possible answers to the questions I have
raised. For example, the funds listed as transfers out on the 30 Day Post
Convention report amounting to $8525.38, are quite probably the funds reported
as transfers in aggregating $8200.38 on the October 10 report. But this
entire concept of the manner in which they move their monies would seem to
warrant a closer look. While each of these incidents taken individually
might be attributable to slipshod accounting practices or simple mistakes,
when taken as a whole, and especially in view of their questionable reporting
record, it would appear that the American Party at least deserves a further
examination.



IF Report of Receipts and Expenditures
1 ,,6i 3 , i'i for a4ididate or Committee' 0

Lb c,,on mm,,,,o. Supporting any Candidate(s) for
IK Street. N.W.

,,on,.:C. 20463 Nomination or Election to Federal Office \*

Note: Committes authot~zed by a0 Candidate to me/we contributions and make expenditures in C4teD mwah more than one eloct/en must maintain sep~ete
records with respect to ach eeC0.

la) Name of Candidate or Committee (in full) 2 Identification Number

P ftl $.3 Pot t,6 3(a) Is this a revPor f receipts and expenditures
1b) Address (n mber and street) for only on# election? 0 Yes 0 No

100 RluE-y RX-!J4b f-@1. orwihelcin
ic) City. State and ZIP code (neneral. Primary, A o

4 Type of Report (Check appropriate box and complete, if applicable) Oe) 0January 31aftor a e, .

(a) 0 Amendment 4,) 0 July 10report (1) 0 Altrrnativ J fi ,

(b) 0 April 10 Report 1d) 0 October 10 report (g) 0 Terminat'RnI| Uftr *ll

(h) 0 Tenth day report preceding election on in the state of
(primary. general or convention) (date) MV06,w

(i) 0 Thirtieth day report following 0IAA7w.J election on G-7 in the state of
(primary. general or convention) (date)

Committee Summary o/ Receipf and Expenditures
overing Period: From Through

Secton A -Cash Balance Summary Column A Column BThis Perioed Calend DaoOte

6 Cash on hand January 1. 1911........................................................................ $
--, .. ..... : ........ .. \ - :

7-Cash on hand at beginning of reporting period .......................................... S -

Add total recei s (fromline 9) .................................................... s

7ia) Subtotal..................................................................S

9 Subtract total expenditures (From line 24) ............................................. $ .S ,'.', 2'* ,
. . .. .. . . . . . . ...

10 Cash on hand at close of reporting period .............................................. $ ,..".. $

11 Contributed items on hand to be liquidated (attach itemized list) ...........S _____:____

Section B - Presidential Campaign Expenditures Subject to Limitation . Summary
(Applies Only To Presidential Candidates Receiving Federal Funds) ._ _____

12 Operating expenditures (from line 20) ............................................ $ $

13 Less Refunds and Rebates (from line 1 7) .......................................... $ $
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .....................................

14 (a) Expenditures subject to limitation ........................................... S $

1b) Expenditures from prior years subject to limitation .....................................................

(c) Tot-at expenditures subject to limitation .......................................................... $
. J

I certify thst I have examined this Report, and to the best of my knowledge and belief it Is true. correct and complete.

(Signature of Treasurer or Candidate) 1- - (Oate)

Note Submission of false, erroneous. or incomplete information may subject the person signing tt4d4etfqt,* IJhe penalties of 2 U.SX. §441
(text on reverse side of form). ti'J '

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463

/.[ )

-s ,V4 0 -oL Qvos.' . riPh-t

For furthur
informat ;on
Contact:

LI/I
I 

I@



.Iection Commission
k Street. N.W.
lyton. D.C. 20463

Detailed Summary Schedule of Receipts and Expenditures
[Page 2)

N of Candidate of MMitt, ...... Report Covering the period

Namof andidat or Committee From: 3-I--1, To- 6--L

Column A Column B

Pat I -Receipts This Period Calendar year-to-date

1S Contributions and other Income:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule A) .................................................... ..................

1b) Unitemnized............................................................ l ?

(c) ,es and Collections Included Above:

List by event on memo Schedule D (S __" ..•.-_

(d) Subtotal of contributionsand other income .......................................... 7 t s "z.. , "3

16 Loans and Loan Repayments Received.

(a) Itemized (use Schedule A) ................................................. S .................

(b) Unitemized ..........................................................S ................

(c) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments received .......................................

17 Refunds. Rebates. etc.,:

Ia) Itemized (use Schedule A) ................................................. S ................

(b) Unitemized ... ....................................................... ................. I.

(c) Subtotal of refunds, rebates, etc ............................................. S . S

I8,Transfers In:
(a) From Affiliated Committee (itemize all on Schedule A) ................................. ................

i'-b) From other Committees (itemize all on Schedule A) ............................... ..............

i c) Subtotal of transfers in. .................................................. I ,

19 Total Receipts...............................................................- $ 14 0~If.S S 5 '+14. S1 S

Part II -Expenditures

20"Operating Expenditures:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule B) ...................................................... $ 1 :)

7Tb) Unitemized ........................................................... ....... .. .. .. 0 . ..

,Jc) Subtotal of operating expenditures ............................................... S_ _, , s Z. >, 1 .2C

21 Loans. Loan Repayments, and Contribution Refunds:

r.Ja) Itemized (use Schedule B) ................................................. .5 ................

(b) Unitemized .................................... ....................... $.................. I
1-4,) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments made and contribution refunds ...................... S S

22 Fundraising Expenditures: (Apply to 20% Exemption-Presidential Campaigns Receiving Federal Funds)

(a) Itemized (use Schedule ) .................................................. ................ .

(b) Unitem ized .......................................................... ...........S

(c) Subtotal of fundraising expenditures ......................................... _ _
$

___ __ I

23 Transfers Out:

(a) To Affiliated Committee (Itemize all on Schedule B) .............................. S " :." .

(b) To Other Committees (Itemize all on Schedule B) ................................... S ................

(c) Subtotal of transfers out ....................................................... S S3, .-,,U Is

24 Total Expenditures ........................................................ S Zr). 4 f 8 s /Z9. '+'C S T

Part Ill. Debts and Obligations

25 Debts and obligations owed to the Committee (itemize all on Schedule C) ....................... S

26 Debts and obligations owed by the Committee (itemize all on Schedule C) ...................... $

Part IV - Receipts and Expenditures. Net of Transfers to and from Affiliated Committees

27 Total Receipts (from line 19) .............................................. .......... " = "

28 Less Transfers In (from line 18(a)) ......................................... ......... $ . .

29 Net Receipts ..............................................................

30 Total Expenditures (from line 24) .................................................... $

31 Less Transfers out (from line 23(a)) ............................................. $ ................

32 Net Expenditures ......................................................... $ O 9 -I
Gpo 900-0t 0

I-



1976
Election Commission
stroet, N.W.

DetOo, D.C. 20463

I ized Expenditures 4
Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers

for Lines 20, 21, 22, and/or 23 of FEC Form 3
(we Instructions on back)

P, I of I for

LINE NUMBER -

(Use separate schedulels) for each
numbered line).

U ~

Ia

Namee of Candidate or CnmmAttee in flull (/,(rhF //
Full Name. mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expendi.

(7€ . ay, year) , ur this period ,+

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpoe of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expendli-

N day. year) ture this period

Full Name, .mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Oats (month. A.mount of each expendS-

day, year) ture this period

day year) turnhispeio

P,. "

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expendi-

day, yea) ture this period

Full Narme, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amocunt of each expendi

day. year) cure this period

oFull Name. mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month. Amount of each expendi.

day. year) ture this period

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expendi

day. year) ture this period

Subtotal of cxpenditures this pge (optional)V ........................................................ s

Total this period (lat pu e this line number only) .... ................................................ $

Page



Repr& Receipts and Expenditurs *

for a Candidate or CommitteeI
1916 Supporting any Candidatels) for

1916tss , Nomination or Election to Federal Office sl

feewv w.6A reowr to 0A 01"6011, I .*

+-L4 3a) Is t1hosa repot of rocepis and Oxpsndetise

lb) Address Inweter and twl for only Oft Simi"? L3 Yes I& No

I Ul- 2 _& 4b) if "Ye%- lt o wich eleason? O
14:1 Caty. state anda ZIP code Ieee veey ual

4 Ttvpq of Atspovi 4Crwck *platlf bo an copm fAMIal 40) 0 January 31 ReOrt1
IS) C Amendment lei 3 July 10 report 140 E3Atrnetwe Monthly ROOM
lb) 03 Apr 110 Repot 140 X0tobet 10 rePorl l0) 03 Termination

1h) 03 Tenth day remor p@oadinq; _______________*ctori on o_____n thegai p~of _____________

19flimar. jenerai or cnvention) (date)

(.1 03 Thirtett dy reol follow"n _______________ *ton an ______in the stale of ______________

(priefr. gaft"A of ConvoflktiM) (~

Comm rtee Summary of Receipts and Expeniturus

S CeCrar'nPes 1d FroM ci -1~ 1-o~ 0I -.C- L ____________

Seiton A.- Cash Beia Summery Column A Column S
This Perif d a.acXrT.O

3 Cash oan hand .ll~ua'y 1. 1b.................................................

7 Cat%...ad.n.......o..p-tngpe rd ....................... .............. 1S ZDc'sr 0 Z

8 Addtotal recil!41114fr0'"Is# 91 ...................................................... $ S &460* SC

(a) Swbtotal................................................................. .4 ;L S7"

9 Sjbvocc tota exot-mdia09s(From' 1;" 24)........................................... S7 Lo" 95 .5s :S9

10 Cash an d at coseof fe~otpwin;pevd ........................................... S ~ ~ 2z

%,i,11 Contribuoird it*" ,ie hand to be IaCuea~e-_ lana& ia.emed list).............. S-

Section B.- Preedenlaal Campaign Eupve4rurvs Subject to Limitaon - Sinmvay I
EApples Only To Penaaetial Canda4stos, Recanrn Federal Funds)

12 OPP-sting exoendtvls (from line 20)........................................... SS

( 13 Less Refunds arnd Rebite (from line 17).................................................... S
............... ____....

14 Wa Epemdtuiressabject to lanitateoi............................................ a... S

7b Fiopendturs from prior wears wbaecto ita4t...............................

Id Total exence-tures, SL&ecl to limiation..........................................................s

c ly h isetiro s tinoret a"d lot cr4"s of my kreoltedg aned tae,1 its 11e. coct ed COM0lete.

15a9 0%01,00 of Tfesegror of Co V date$ foals)

Note. Swubmataaon of Wale. errOnAo,0ss. ov is 14omvo te ontorniation may eaahfacw tthe person sogn"e this Report t0 the penalties ft 2 U.C 51
t10s1 on roeese sideof form).

For futthesr Fedewal Electieon ComYCuiont
infoormeteon P2  1325 K Street. N W.
Contact: Wishongton. O.Z. 204637777 777 . ...... ~ ... .~ .. ~ - .. .~7L
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* temized Receipts,
Contributrp- s, Ticket Purchases. Loans,

Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3

om hIuulstam soe
NOR" Of Cnds"I of COwmiallee I oo

LONE NUMBER' _ ! .
lU.. we.eoe KfhewdMI 0 ofet

FOU N..ew. 01101..04 adde3 and ZIP Code

Principal place of09 al Omwmtaoft

o Ch~eck di Covaurfout, Is Umif emloyed
Aoa'umate 'Wa,.,ao -lag. 211 a .

:?hA9h
Oate Imoni ,
dav. vewl"7- &,-?(€.

Amount of iftI
tf@Ca110 1l1, Permod

1. CX. %.4

41 .d...V. W W- -).. .. . .a. .. ... hag P=. (r_- .
Full Nsfvm, wT.s1 9 80feis Iar ZIP eOO. 

Date f-ont. Amov.t Of ach0 ct, yar) receqx this perod

NCIw& place of bus-n 41_Opation " ""

I Ch~eck If is se' I"loe

A1,99 , ,Ye ar 101810 ......... .- "e
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Joan D. Aikess, Commissioner
Federal Election Commission
.25 K Street, N. W.;. shington, D. C. 20463

76f4 571

September 30, 1976

Re: RAS0047 sm

Dear I-s. Aikess:
A revie, of the correspondence concerninc the Jub-' 10th Quarterlyand 10 Day Pre-convention Report reveals the folowing:1. On July 22 we received notice (from Orlan!o) B. Potter) of
errors in transferring figures and reuests for bur:ness addressesfor certain donors reportd on our 7-10-76 repora.2. On July 26 we replied that the 10 day limft would bc insufficintime for us to w:rite to the donors for their business addresses and
receive their reply. Further, the Treasurer, rs. Gardner, Wase
attempting to secure final bills from ve-ndors, pay them and close
out the convention expense bank account. "s soon as this was done,
our auditor, Hickman, Pugh & Co. of Knoxville, would file anamended report.,

3. On August 6 we received a letter from E. L. P!enshaw, Jr.
saying that we had not filed our July 10 report. Ic: referred him to
Mr. Potter's letter requesting corrections to said report.

4. On SePte'n or 4 we received your 31 lettr and on
Scpt. 1S our auditors filed the reoor r Au, 31 r e te r add ot
rcspond to your Aug. 31 letter since e re in L 11c of noing the report and mailing it and assumed it would be our answer.

all c .- it Woul , e orc se r.o om l
Our intent has been to follow t, e Federal ! Commission Law
in ever respct. For t,". 

Hickman
and CUM n,m .... -i- ie ! pb, re so wN I , .-_. ,',

an" y C.... rti.Lfe &l! oublic r .... r"" ... to iancile o,,r financial
conLtac wit-h your.. 

.v atorey fo l aLfi h. o ., a law. "<'<'
rcoc an i l al urnep for cla--.L- on, we thave maintainedt

"~0 4 ... ro oE R s w .E;,e-. ""61~ 
Z L~

4
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

25 K SIRFI NW.
/4 \\\S-INIG ION,).C. 20- 3

October 13, 1976

MEMORANDUM

TO: William Oldaker

THROUGH: Drew McKay _,
Al Keeina
Nancy DavisC9

FROM: Robert Snow yj

SUBJECT: The American Party of The United States
Re: RASOO47SM

On this date I received a letter dated September 30, 1976 from
-- the above Committee as a response to the 3rd letter "Reasonable Cause to

Believe". The attached letter states that the Hickman, Pugh and Company
CPA firm is responsible for doing their reports and that they should
have sent the appropriate amendments.

This date I also placed a telephone call to the Comimittee to inform
. them that such amendments have not yet been received by the Commission.

I spoke with a Ms. Margaret K. Woodhead, Bookkeeper and Office Manager
for the Treasurer and Committee. Ms. Woodhead said that there is the
possibility that the amendments are attached to the October 10 report
which was sent Registered Mail on 10/8/76. (This report has not yet been
located). Ms. Woodhead also advised that she would get in contact
with a Mr. Ron Kate of the above CPA firm who is doing the actual work,
after which she then will contact me and advise the status of the requested
information.

1. Be advised that the third letter "Reasonable Cause to Believe"
was received by a S. Enger for Ms. Mary Ellen Gardner, Treasurer.
Ms. Mary Ellen Gardner could not be contacted this date.
Her phone number is 801 255-7783.

2. Copies of the requested information will be forthcoming as soon
as the Committee can obtain them from the Contracted CPA firm,
stated Ms. Woodhead.

I;;
Attach-Ment

kl ]7
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

Mary Ellen Gardner, Treasurer
American Party
Post Office Box 1098
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863

Dear Ms. Gardner:

. . J

August 31, 1976

K'

Oi July 17, 1976, you were notified that the July 10 and

10 Day Pre-Convention Reports of Receipts and 
Expenditures filed

by -..our committee omitted certain required information.

As of this date, however, we have received no respore

from you. Your failure to amend your report gives the Cczn-

mission reason to believe that you are in violation 
of section

434 of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 
as amended.

The Commis -i i o n intends to take no action against you until'

S.'u have had a reasonable opportunity to 
respond to this letter.

This response should be mailed to the Conmission within tan (10)

days of receipt of this letter.

If you have. any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact

Steve IMims (202/382-3484) our reports analyst assigned tc you.

Sincerely,

V sioner

CdC

C I M

Ccy

co 6 L
<U

0 0~

~;~-:o
-, j

-~In
W~

0i t~)~hiL~J

~)J r)
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[FI[tIAL I LCI ION COMMISSION
11.11 k S I N.1 t I NA..
%%%N1 IONG ION,I ).C:. 0"11-163

Mary Ellen Gardncr, Treasurer
American Party
Post: Officc Box 1098
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 37863

0

Septeniber 23, 1976

Dear Ms. Gardner:

You have been notified twice that the Jtly 10 and 10 Day
Pre-Converition Rcports of Receipts and Expe',Hdi tures filed by

your comittee omitted certain required infoiimatiori.

As of this date, however, we have roceivd no response
from you. Your continued failure to amend your report gives

the Commission reasonable cause to believe that you may have

committed a violation of the Act. Should you fail to correct

this matter within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter,
this matter will be turned over to our office of General Counv.'el

for appropriate statutory acSeo.i.

- Sincerly,

-"amisioner"

.:- ( .- ,

Co .e ) CO 6 ~

IJ 0 %.d-,

LqP

Li C N1 -

Cr I

" ' -. '" " "',I

4 -jt

> -- "
-,-A

.. C. .n

.9.A L) Lj -) 0V ) LI Kn4
1.1- WT't4 ILLI't I ~L~ I* AD LUI ~ I. EtL

plikp to



Washington, D. C. 20463
I noI TIOfNAL INF ATION FOR A REPORT OF RECEI 4 AND EXPENDITURES FILED

.sUA0T TO TIE FEDERAL ELECTION CAIPAIGN ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED

Cove.ring the Period from 4/1/76 through 6/7/76

10 Day Pre Convention Report

Your report of receipts and expenditures has been received

acknoWledged- A review of the report indicates that 
additional

needed in order for the report to be considered 
complete.

DATE:_7117/76

• IDo.# C(00045104

and is herebyinformation is

Coverage dates omitted or incorrect
Failure to Sign
identification Number omitted
(use above I.D.4)

( ) Incorrect or
Sunnary Page

( ) Incorrect or
Detailed Sum

,OMISSION OF REQUIRED DATA Schedule

ON RECEIPTS Ak D EXPENDITURES. Line 15

(x) Schedule totals (X) do not agree with

Detailed Sumrnary (Page 2)• ( I It~

omitted total(s) onomitted total(s) onSection Column
omitted total(s) on
ary Line Column____

A
16

A B
A
17

lB B
23

1C

" Dates inadequate or omitted - -

Ful l name cmited t

(_,1Mailing address inadequate or omitted

( Occupation description inadequate or omitted jZ-" W. ' "

(A Prncpl. pl. bus. inadequlate or omitted
• ~~~~~~~ ~ ~t I... •.,-," ,'"'" --

(i4.Aggregate year-to-date totals omitted ( I ut e i o f r d."

Purpose of expenditure or receipt omitted

1nadequate description of ()Proceeds" .... . . ... "" ' '  .. "

Dates ( ) Event(s) and Location

() 1Nature of debts and obligatiOns omitted

OTER" lllearo reut, the -rm -cl itcrild, contributor infoimotion on Sch.-dule A (enclo.Xd)

Your initial submission, together with this request for additional information, has

been made availkble for public inspection. The Cci:' ,..ission urges you to file the additic

submission(s) prm:1ptly. If you have any (;uestions renardirg this request, please call

the eports [x ining Division (202-32-3464). Please submit the infotmation required t

the above address.

FEC FORM 12

IT.

ri rtY

T

...........



FEDER, ELECTION COMMISSION
132S K STREET N.W.

WASHNCTON.D.C. 20463

July 17, 1976

American Party
?4ary Ellen Gardner, Treasurer
P0 Box 1098
Pigeon Forge, 'IN 37863

Dear Ms. Gardner:

This letter is prCmnpted by our inter: t in assisting

candidate 5 and coittaes w*ho wishi to comply with the

Federal- Electionf Ca:paign Act, as amtended.

During review of the 0
),, ce4,ps and Exatni~reZ, we notccd tiac you

om.tted " o a- O or made _aarent -L mhem Ical errors

in certain entries. Attached is an iten.ization of t4he

infor ation recueszed.

* .hile we recoqnize the difficulties you. may have
receu fi! q out -m " .... ust

"prec -- 
omw @1

ask that you su-pv the C..iszicr wtithe .i ing

-infor.=.ation within ten (10) days of recent o this

letter. If you have any cpeticn, case do hesitate

- to ca1l our Reports E:2.ning Section at (202/382-3434).

Sincerely,

Orlando -. Potter
Staff Director

Attachment

•lTI



/ 13'5 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463 SM

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR A REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
FILED

PURSUANT TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGNl ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED

Coverng the Period from 6/0/76 through 6/30/76

TO: A a P 
DATE: 7/17/76

O ary Ellen CQdrcner, Treasurer
V 130x 1090 I.D.# C00045104

Pigeon 1brge, TN4' 37863

Your report of receipts and expenditures has been received and is hereby

acknowledged. A review of the report indicates that additional information is

needed in order for the report to be considered complete.

Coverage dates omitted or incorrect ( ) Incorrect or cmitted total(s) on
S) Failure to Sian Summary Page Section Column

x) Identification Number, omitted ( ) Incorrect or omitted total(s) on

(use above I.D.#) Detailed Summary LineCo1umn_

OMISSION OF REQUIRED DATA Schedule A A A A B 5 C C
ON RECEIPTS AND EXPE, I 01TURES

, Line 15 16 17 1 8 120 21 23 25 26 15(

(- Schedule totals ( ) do not agree with
Detailed Sumary (Page 2)

",/ ( ) O mi tted

aDates inadequate or omitted

U Full name cmitted

( Mailing address inadequate or omitted F_____ 1__
(K) Occupation description inadequate or cmitted x [ - , .'.. -

Prncpl. pl. bus. inadecuate or citted X

(y gc! Aggrc.,te year-to-date totals omitted X
t * - 1', l J

( ) Purpose of expenditure or receipt omitted

Inadequate description of ( ) Proceeds
( )Dates ( ) Evnt(s) and Location .. . .

( )Nature of debts and obligations cmitted

O T H E R : P1 .a s e r e s u .- n it t h e r- T J irc c i t cncx I cl oAt r i t o " C ' [7Ct ": i ' ' i -' _( ' °T .i | )

Your initial submission, together with this roel tjest for , it1C' .'I ,' t i n . has

been mr3de available for public inspection. The Cco:ri.iO , t. t " '.lickitio

0 submission(s) pr' ptly. If you have any cuestions , c'. Wr:)ir t 0, tS ,, ''.".' . ,' c.f
the Peports Exauiining Division (02-30 -3 -184 Pl
the above address.

TC. 12


