FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

IRV K STREET N\
MASPUNC TON 1Y s

November 2, 1977

. ter
33 Bonnell Ave., S.E.
a vids, Michigan 49506

Ro: MUR 321(76)

This is to notifv you that the Comniission is
in reoceivt of wour checx for S§300,

Ttnclesed is a copy of the conciliation acreement
signed bvoall rarties. This cowyv is for vou to keep
for sour own recordas.

Thank vou for vour ccoperation in thils nmattoer,

Sincerely,
//AO
william C. Oldaker
GCeneral Counsel
Ernclosurs
cc: T, Timotihys Rvan, Jr.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of MUR 321 (76)

PETER F. SECCHIA

N S

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to 1nformation obtained in the normal course of its

rt

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigjation the
Commission havincg found Reasonable Cause tc Believe that

-~

, an 1ndividual and Chairman of the Friends

i}

Peter F. Seccihi

e (hereinafter referred to as

=
ctr
r
w

of the First Family Comml
the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.s.C.sd4dlaf(a) (1) (a);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent
naving duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (3), 4o hereby agree as follows:

I. The Conmission has jurisdiction over the Respondent
and tne subject matter of this case;

The Ra2spondaent nas voluntarily cooperated with the

(v
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P
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Commission in suapplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable
opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The vertinent facts 1n this matter are as follows:



A. PETER F. SECCHIA

{l) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-
bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the
Republican Party nomination to thoe office of President of the
United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and
campalyner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.
tle was deslgnated "Soirlcitor Numbev 9306" by the Proesiuent Ford
Comnittee, and was authorized by hat Committoo to solicit con-
tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary camvaign. In
addition, Peter F. Secchia lea arcups of individuals to Florida
in February, 1976, and to Wiscons=i1n in April, 197¢, to campaign
on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for
these trips were paid Ior and coordinated by the President Ford
Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committoeeo.
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) Between thoe flvrst weav of MMav, 1976, and the
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Secchia's attorney,
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final week oI September
Stephen Mulder, contacced at least four attornevs in the office
of the General Jounsel and at lcast two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, resarding the reporting reguirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.



{(5) Peter Y. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a
disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-
tisements uruing the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan
primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion
by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with
the Commission on May 23, 1976. This disbursement was identificed
as an "independent expenditure.

(6) Durin. the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.
Seccihia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford
Prinary campalgn which was characterized as an "1ndependent
expenditure,” Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

withh Gerald Ford's ca.paign comnittee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

5

(1) Friends of the First Family 1s a political
committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy
of Gerald R. Focrd for the Republican Party nomination to the
office of President of the United States.
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1@ Commission on June 1, 1976. Its
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political committec wi
cnairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the
Couinittee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

-

in early June, 1976, in the aggyregate amount of $19,758.64 for



comuwunications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for
President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This
agyregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the
Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent oxpenditure."
Therecafter, in Septeomber of 1976, Friends of the First Family
disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Connmission on September 30, 1976, as

an "inaepen
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(4) During the period o May 10, 1976, through
Septeaber 23, 12746, when Friends oI the First Family was
making exoenditures on behali of the President Ford campaign
willch were characterized by Friends oI the First Family in its

expenditures," its

contacts of a campaign nature
witi representatives of Gerald Ford's canmpaign committee,

or its agents.

WwHEREFORE, Resvonden
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A. It 1s acxnowledged that the 1976 primary and general
clececions were the Ifirst such elections to b2 Jgoverned by the
Federal Zlection Jampailan Act, as amended; that portions of the
Drevious Jfampaign act had peen found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

tne regulations 1implementing the Act, although made public on
Mday 26, 1976, were not promuluated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).



B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 237,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all cexpenditures made with
the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangoment, or authorization,

or at the reguest, or suggestion of, ov under the control of a
candidate, his adJgents, or an authorivcd committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. Thils construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

™M

to tine Federal Election Cavpailgn Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.
§431(») and §109.1(b) (4) of the Jommission's Regyulations.

. The entries contained in repyorts filed with the
Conuission on Mavs 28, July 9, and Scptoember 30, 1976, regardings
the 31,234.79, $19,758.064 (exvenditures made by Friends of the

e

Firstc Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia
in 1is individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent
as "independent expenditures.” These expenditures are not
"independent” within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

2. Bach of said entries shall be amended to indicate
that the dispursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to
the President Ford Commnittee.

~.  RespoaGent's acoloas coanstltuteu violations of che
contribution limits set forth In 2 U.S.C. §id4la{a) (1) (A).

F. Respondent will »ay a c¢ivil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($2530.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §4373

—
v
—
—
[op)
~—
—
o
-~
LR

or versonal contributions reported as i1ndependent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of Two
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B)
for contributions made by Friends of the First Familvy which were

reported as independent expenditures.
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I. The Commission, on reguest of anvone filing o complaint under
2 U.S.C. sd437g(a)l), concerninay the matters at issuce herein, or on its
own motion, mav review compliance with this Agreement. If the Commission
believes that this Acsrcement or any reguirement thereof has heen wviolated,

it mav institute civil action Zor relief in the United States District

II. It is mutually asrecd what this Ajreement shall become effective
as of the date that all partiss nhareto have executed same and t“he Commis-

sion has avoroved the entire Auoroament,

ITII. It is augreed £hat Resvondeont shall have no more than thirty (30)
days from the date this Asreement bocomes effective to comply with and
to implement the rejuirements contained nerein, and will so notifv the

_. Commission.
WITNESS the hands and seals of the warties hereto this dav

of ‘ o , 1977,

THE FPIDERAL ELICTION TO'IMMISSION

wa,)a#///@

william C¢ Oldaker
eneral Counsel




peteR f. secchiq

28331 BOMNELL AVE.. S€. GRAND RAPIDS. MIChIGAN 49506

October 25, 1977

Mr. David R. Spiegel
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.w.
washington, 0.C. 20463

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Jear iir. Spiegel:

~_Enclosed is a copy of your letter to !r. Ryan, stating the enclosed
"Conciliation Agreement"” should be signed by me, and returned to the
Commission's Office of General Counsel.

. Also enclosed is my check for $300.00. This is being sent to you,
hoping there will be no future legal expense (except for the charge for
~ having Mr. Ryan read this letter).

Between tne narrassment from your Agency, and the legal charges for-
warded by 'ir. Ryan, I have "yielded" purely under the burden of har-
rassment and personal financial discomfort.

Cordially,

N

PR
\

PetarsF. Secchia

PFS/jn
encl:

cc:  Timothy Ryan, Jr.
Leonard noffius
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TZ this arsrocaent 13 tisiactory to woaur colienc, [ir. S2cchia,
please have hRics sian and Jobturl S i "ﬁ-ﬁﬁiﬁ&éﬂ‘““ SUESbBaS Bel=URe I
-“ .- h N -t - - . .
<«2neral ¢ UNS S 0 3NOULN 2130 onclose a check for $500 made
01T O <agc U.5. Jroeasary, LTUer che agroernant 1as heen siune s
pyonne Sa2nerair Jouansel, a4 Jor o will oo ~ T2 vOou.
12 ou have o pacsTiong, 2lease call che attorney assigned
£0 tnls case, Jady o frownin,
sincaorels yours, ’
/ / 7/ ﬂ//
L /’ ‘.
Javid . Spiede
Assistant General Counsel
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Peter F. Secchia
2533 Bonnell Ave. SE
Grand Rapids., Mi. 439500
-

r. -savid R. Spiegel
sssistant General Counsel
. Federal tlection Commissirn
TI0T VY, Street M
wasnington, S.0. 203463



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

CU h NTREED N October 11, 31977

AN AVST NG TOON e e

AL
SID D RLQUNSTE
Tinoohv Ayan, Jr.
, Jwen, Fellwman & Colaenan
Stroet, N.9.
Tton, D.C. 20226
Ret w221 (75)
Doar Jir. Uan:
In zocovaiance wich fho provizions of 2 U.S.C. 543772(3) (5
I a7 oonclosint a orodoseld conciliation aareesnent which was ap-
oroUod Dyooale Jowalssion on dctoner 6, 1977.
t is szatisfactory to vour client, i¥r. Sec
ani return it o the CJonaission's Nffice
should also enclose a check for $509 made
ary.  After the agreenent has heen signedl
1, a copy will be sent to you.

-~

Javid 2. Spia=a:
Assistant Ge

LNZI05Ar2
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SIUR 321 (76) JB

@ SENDER Complete tem: . . and -
Add vour 3ddress :n the "RETURN TO' space on
reverse

1. The following service is requested (check one).
7] Show to whom and date delivered. ... ... 15¢
(7 Show to whom. date, & address of delivery.. 35¢
1V RESTRICTED DELIVERY
Show to whom and date dehvered ... ... 65¢

j RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, datr. and address of delivery 85¢

2. ARTICLE ADORESSED TO: T, Timothy Rya
F..oomis, Jwen, Fellman & Colema
2029 K St.,, N.W.

riashinqton, D.C. 22006

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION

REGISTERED NO. CERY(FIED NO INSURED NO.

(Always obtsin signature of sddresses or agent)
I have received the asticle described above.
SIGNATURE A ddresar " Authonized agent

onts oF Deieey T rosTmanx

5. ADDR&MDM. only if requested:
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CLERK'S
INITIALS

6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE

N
|
SoG0w 1% () 203456




BEFORL THE FEDERAL ELLECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
IRIVEIRT BT S IR E Sy

MUR 321 (76)

~— e e e

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

11s matter neving been initiated by the Federal Election
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")
rsuant to information obtained in the normal course of its
supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

of the First Family Committee (hereinatter referred to as
the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.S§ddla(a) (1) (&) ;

U
O

NOwW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

having duly entered 1nte conciliation as provided: in 2 Y.S.C.
§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent
anti the subject matter of this case;

IT. [The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the
Commission in supplving information and records as reguested
curing the the investigation and has had reasonable

canlty to demonstrate that no action should be taken in
this mavter;
ITZ. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:




A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-
bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. I'ord for the
Republican Party nomination to the office of Presidant of the
United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and
campaigner during the period of Januvary, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford
Commnittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-
. tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In
addition, Peter FE. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida
in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign
s candidacy. Some of the expenses for

these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

<)

¥ry

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,
that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

{4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,
Stephen HMulder, contacted at least four attorneve in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-
arding the reporting reguirements established

. 3o % 2 e ey g n R N R o < T oy e g -~ - N 4
by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.




(5) Peter F. Secchia,

disbursement in the amount of $1,752

tisements urging the election of
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primary. This amount was first

by telegram 1976, and

the Comunission on HMay 28, 197e.

as an "independent expenditure.
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{3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements
L early dune, 1876, 1n the aggregats amount of $19,758.64 for




communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for
President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the ,

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

by

{ir

of
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hereatter, in Septamber of 1976, Brlend

n

he First Family
dispursed an additigzal 151,204, 78 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

'making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

whilch, ware charackerized by Friends oF the Pl¥gt Ramily in iEs
iy im LT et T g S vy el T L s e e IRl ek i et e ) :
report to the Qommission ag "independént expenditures,” its
Cheirgien, Peker F. Segcchiia, 'had contacts of § campaign nature

with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

E, Respondents and the Commission agree that:
A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeaq, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

o o Y

1, oy

y\rx‘ 13 1973 PaR! BR lgwﬁ
nri , 1377 (42 FR 19324).




B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditul s made with

th onsent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorizatioh,

)

or —alt tnel reguest, QL isuggestientieof, O undelr the cogtrok of (a
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candidate, his agents, or an authorized comnuttee of a candidate,
are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tunas. Phis construction ds reflected in the 1976 Amendment

ur

(RE
O
"
@
'Y‘
(t]
=
19
s
)
s
(€
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§43L(p) and §5109.1(b) {4) of the Commission's Regulations.
C. The sntriss contalned in reports filed with the
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Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 {(expenditures made by Friends of the
Pirst Famwily), and S1,752.17 (exkpendituresmadea’'by Petler BE. Secchis

»

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not
"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Bach of said entries shall be amended to indicate
that the disbursements were, 1in fact, contributions-in-kind to
the President Ford Committee.

s actions constituted violatlions of the
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F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

7]

wo: Hupdryed Firfity: Dollars ((5250.00) purssuant to 2 U.5.C. §437g

(a) (6) (B} for personal contributions reported as independent




—

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA )

CLRTIFICATION

I. Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election Commission,
do hereby certify that on QOctober &. 1977, the Commission determined by a
vote of 5-0 to approve the conciliation agreement submitted by the General
Counsel in the above-captioned matter.

Commissioner Staebler was not present at the time of the vote.

_é/_épnaatzﬂ/

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission
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September 29, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons
FROM; Elissa T. Garr
SUBJECT: MUR 321 Team {1

Please have the attached Memo on MUR 321 disttibuted
to the Commission and placed on the Compliance Agenda
for the Coomission meeting of October 6, 1977.

Thank you.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

AR A SERERT N
VAASHINCG IO 1L i s

T3 Jhe Zommission
1 283) 568 Fittlslam GL Dikgai

SHBIECT {UR 321 (76) Conciliation Agreement

Attached hereto is the Conciliation Agreement in the
ahove-referenced matter Ior ratification hy the Commission.
I mscommend ‘1ts aporoawl by the Zommission.

The Agreement contair
made expenditures wipich W
ieaning of 2 'U.S.C. SH31(% Resorandents further admit
that their actions were in \1ola*iow of the contribution
Iimites set forth in 2 U.S.3. §4dlafa) (1)/(A), #or which a eivil
senalty totalling 5500 will be paid.

3sio~ that the rasosondents
Jovendant” within the

In light of the alleged attempts resnonient Secchia nade
to seen counsel on the legality of his activities and the
vxbenb 0f his cooveration with the 0ffice of General Counsel,
the total anount ol the Zine assessed is 3500 rather than a

larger Eigure.

(% ¥
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
PETER F. SECCHIA

MUR 321 (76)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")
pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its
supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the
Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that
Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends
of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

the YRespordentsi), vielated 2! UsskE. sddal(a) (1N (Aa):
NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent
having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a) (3), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent
and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the
Commission in supplying information and records as reguested
during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this.matEer:;

2

T, he pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:




A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-
bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the
Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the
United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and
campaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

Committee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

‘tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida
in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign
on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for
these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford
Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern
Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,
that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the
final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,
Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office
of the General Counsel and at'least two individuals in the Infor-
mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.




(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a
disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-
tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan
primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion
by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with
the Commission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified
as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

ac)

expenditure, eter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

with Gerald Ford's campaign committee or its agents.

B:  ERIENBDSL ORIRHEL IRERSRE IEARICR

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political
committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy
of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the
office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered as a
political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its
chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the
Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for




communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for
President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This
aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the
Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure.”
Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family
disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a
report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as
an "independent expenditure."”

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through
September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was
making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign
which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its
report to the Commission as "independent expenditures," its

Chairman, Peter F. Secchi

fu

a
(@]
~

had contacts of a campaign nature
with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or 1its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:
A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

o)

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the
previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Bucklev v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the regulations implementing the Act, although made public on
May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).




B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.Ss. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expendituvres made with
the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorization,

or at the request, or sugygestion of, or under the control of a
candidate, his agents, or an authorized committce of a candidate,
are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-
tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.
§431(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations.

C. The entries contained in reports tiled with the
Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding
the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures madce by Friends of the
First Family), and $1,752.17 (expenditureswmade by Peter F. Secchia
in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent
as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not
"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate
that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

1

. Respondent's actions constituted violations of the
contribution limits set forth an 2 U.5.€. §d4dla(a) (1) (A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g
(a) (6) (B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.




G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g
(a) (6) (B) for contributions made by Friends of the First Family

which were reported as independent expenditures.

GENLRAL CONDITIONS:

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1), concerning the matters at issue
herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this
Agreement. If the Commission believes that this Agreement or
any reguirement thereof has been violated, it may institute civil
action for relief in the United States District Court for the
DilsiBEcENoE Gol umbital.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall become
effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed
same and the Commission has approved the entire Agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondent shall have no more than
thirty (30) days from the date this Agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the regquirements contained herein,
and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of o BT

THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

By:

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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PETER F. SECCHIA

Peter F. Secchia
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T Timathy Kyan, S September 13, 1977
Yimald 2 Risendhal

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire

The Federal Election Commission Iy
1325 R Sktreet, N.W.

washington, D. C. 20463

RERSEIMTHRESS R (7:60)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is the final draft of the Conciliation Agreement
in the above-referenced matter. As agreed, the changes regarding
contacts with the Commission staff and the Federal Election Cam=-
paign Act are included in this draft.

In particular, the provision regarding contacts with the
Commission staff relates to the following conversations by
Stephen Mulder, Mr. Secchia's attorney in Grand Rapids, Michigan:

(1) The first three weeks of May, 1976--
Duty Officers in the Information Division;
€2 -May 28, E6=- Barry Shallitos;
(3) June 4, 1976-- Barry Shillito;
(4) Various dates in July, 1976--
Dan Swillinger and Andrew Athy; and

(5) Various dates 1in August and September, 1976-~

Beth Fagan.




Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
September 13, 1977
Page Two

Your assistance in this matter 1is greatly appreciated.
Hopefully, the Commission will act on this Conciliation
Agreement 1n the very near future.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

e e e
/L/\w
ik imeEhEe RyEan, . dE.
G5
Enclosure

@E8 Mr. Peter F. Secchila
Leonard M. Hoffius, Esguire
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LooMis, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN
2020 K STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 780 40708 2% /7 7

Ms. Judith Browning, Esgulca
The Federal Blection Commisstion
3250 K SteEaate, bW

washingtomn, D. C. 20463
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7 Ms. Judy Browning
Federal Election Commission
s 1325 K Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.

Re: MUR 321(76)

i Dear Judv:

Agreement in the above-referenced matter.
to this matter is greatlv appreciated.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

TTR/mmc
Enclosures

Enclosed are two copies of the Conciliation
Your attention

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.
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LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

FFRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY MUR 321(76)

and

R ERIS SIS E G Hi N

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been 1nitiated by the Federal Election
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pur-
suant to 1nforn ‘ obtained in the normal course ot its
supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the
Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that
Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends of
the Flrst Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as the
"Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents having
duly' entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S5.C. §437g
(a) (5), do hereby agrse &s follows:

8 The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents
and the subject matter of this case;

Wt The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with
the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records
during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this

Hilehera=la
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A The pertinent faclLs in this matter are as follows:

AL RERE RIS G CIEEA

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disburse-
ment on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. l'ord for the
Republican Party neominatioen to the office of President of the

United States.

.

)

Respondent worked as a fundraiser and cam-
padgner for lthe Ford Presidentiadl Primany campaign durirtg the
period Jatwuary, 1976 ko May, 1976. He was designated !'Sglicitor
Number 9806" by the President Ford Committece, and was authorized
by that Committee to solicit c¢ontributions f[or the Ford Presi-

dential Primary campaign. In addition, Respondent led groups

n February, 1376 and to Wisconsin

.

of individuals to Florida

to cam@alan 'an behalE of Mr. Ford

‘e !

Al B T, S SR s candidacy.
Some of the exvenses for these trips were paia for and coordinated

by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator
for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was
severing all ties with that Committee.

4) On a number of occasions, Respondent or his

attorney contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types

'

of Acthyl ey, 1aciuding dent expenditures”, which were

=
-
>3
&)
o

I
©
o
3

acceptable under the Act.

S Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disburse-

R

ment in the amount of

the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michican primary. This

amount was first disclosed to the Commission by telegram dated

1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging



e - o

May 13, 1976 and then by a report filed with the Commission on
May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified as an "independent
expenditure"”.

) During the month of May, 1976, while Respon-
dent made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford Primary
campaign which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",
Respondent had contacts of a campaign nature with Gerald Ford's
campalgn commlittee or its agents.

L TGRS I N

b
=]

: e S
255 FREBMES O

1} Respondent is a political committee which

made ‘disbursements an behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

3

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United State

(T
i

J

2) Respondent registered as a political committee

with the Cammissien an June I, 1876. Tt's Chairman was Peter .

(1]

Secchia, who acted on behalf of the Committee.

Res

(O]
=

sondent made disbursemeéents in early June,

18976 1n the aggrégate amount of $519,758.64 for communications
Urging the nomination ©of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ghio

and New Jersev primaries. This ageregate amount was disclosed in

a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1876, as an "indepen-

1
D
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aenc \,‘f\::k‘.‘;\.‘.lt‘llk‘ . rRBrearvery

n September of 1976, Respondent

fit

1

disbursed an additianal $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report
filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an "independent

expenditure".

4) During the perxicd May 10, 1976 through

i




e

A

September 23,
behalf of the President Ford campaign which were
by Respondent 1n 1its report to the Commission as

a

expendituresi, its Chairman, Reter [P, ‘Secehik,
of a campalgn nature with represengatives of

campaign committee or 1ts agents.

had contacts

1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on

characterized

"independent

Gerald Ford's

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commissiun agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976
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of the previous campaign act had been fount

primary and
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constitutional by
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authori-
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idate, his agesnts, or an authorized committee of the

cangidate, are Gontrivutleons wider the Act tather than andegendent

v

expendltures. Thiz construction

BVt e R M iy S TS
Congmirss.Lan Regu & Liains

printed in the Federal Register on May 26, 1976,
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and promulgated

filed with the




Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 reqgarding
the said $1,204.79, $19,758.64, and $1,752.1/7 were mistakenly
characterized by Respondents as "independent oxpenditures'.

D. Bach of said entrigs shall bhe amended to indicate
that the disbursements wera, In itack, econtriliutions-in-kind tao
the Prekident PFord Committece.

E. Reospondents' actions constituted a technical

vaollablion of s saonfrebubien Euants 5ot forbth oonl 2 WasSadGs SdEilE

-] Ix o N e R T
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in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)
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penalty Ln Ehe ampuilt oFf Two santred fifty Dollars (S250060)
DUrsuant to 2 #8.50C. §437gla)Glila] Fox canErubutIions mads il
the Friends of the Pirst Family which were reported as independent

expendlitures.

ol e oy b e
ey, COMELT RO

]

GEN

on: reguest of anyone £iling a complaint

nattters at i1ssue herein,

owh motion, may review compliance with this agreement.
If the Commission believes that this ayreement or any requirement
thereof has been violated, 1t mav institute civil action for

relilef an ehe Unlted States DisErigt 'Coure for Ehe bistricE of

ct

Columbia.
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E1ls

become effective as of the date

same and the Commission

executed

agreement.

AT It 1is agrecd that Respondents
tEhaiptye 030 days '‘Fromn the dats &h

to comply with and to implement

herein, and will so

WITNESS the hands and seals
day of ;. EQEE

that

has

1

the reguirements

of the

Ui

It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall

all parties hereto have

approved the entire

Sita- I ave
agreemnent

containcd

notify the Commission.

parties hereto this

no more than

bocomes effective

FEDERAL ELECTICN COMMISSION
By 5 =1
William C. Qldaker, General Counsel
FREBNRES OF PHE BERST BAMILY
"Peter F. Secchia, Chairman
RPETER B, BECEGHIEA
Peter F. Secchia, Individually
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August 3, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire

The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is our counter-proposal in the above-referenced

If you have any suggested modifications to this

- conciliation agreement please contact me today before 3:30 P.M.,
if possible, since I will be out of the office until Monday
after that time.

matter.

Many thanks for your continued cooperation and assistance
in this matter.

TTR:jr

Enclosure

cc: Mr.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

e e

ANA—

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

Leonard M. Hoffius, Esquire




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the matter of

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY
MUR 321 (76)
and

* % * ¥ * ¥ %

PETER F. SECCHIA
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CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election
Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pursuant
to information obtained in the normal course of its supervisory
responsibilities, and after investigation the Commission having
found reasonable cause to believe that the Fricnds of the First
Family, a registered political committee, and Peter F. Secchia,
an individual and Chairman of that Committee (hereinafter referred

to as the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents having
duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5),

do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents
and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with
the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records
during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-

tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter;
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1I11. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY.

1) Respondent is a political committee which
made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford
for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President
of the United States.

2) Respondent registered as a political committee
with the Commission on June 1, 1976.

3) Respondent made disbursements in early June,
1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,372.00 for communications
urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio
and New Jersey primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in
a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an indepen-
dent expenditure. Thereafter, in September of 1976, Respondent
disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report
filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an independent
expenditure.

4) During the period May 10, 1976 through
September 23, 1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on
behalf of the President Ford campaign which were characterized by
Respondent in its reports to the Commission as "independent expen-
ditures", Respondent's Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts
of a campaign nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign
committee or its agents.

B. PETER F. SECCHIA.

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disbursement



on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican
Party nomination to the office of President of the United States.

2) Respondent worked as a fundraiser and campaigner
for the Ford Presidential campaign during the period January, 1976
to May, 1976. He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the
President Ford Committee, and was authorized by that Committee
to solicit contributions for the Ford Presidential campaign. In
addition, Respondent led groups of individuals to Florida in
February, 1976 and to Wisconsin in April, 1976 to campaign on
behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for these
trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator
for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was
severing all ties with that Committee.

4) On numerous occasions, Respondent or his attorney
contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types of activity,
including "independent expenditures", which were acceptable under
the Act.

5) Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disbursement
in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging the
election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan primary. This amount
was first disclosed to the Commission by telegram dated May 13, 1976
and then by a report filed with the Commission on May 29, 1976.

This disbursement was identified as an "independent expenditure".

6) During the month of May, 1976, while Respondent



made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford campaign
which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",
Respondent had contacts of a campalgn nature with Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It 1s acknowledged that the 1976 primary and
general elections were the first such elections to be governed
by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions
of the previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by

the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the regulations implementing the Act were not promulgated
by the Commission until April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court stated that all expenditures
made with the consent, cooperation, prearrangement, or authori-
zation, or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control
of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of the
candidate, are contributions under the Act rather than independent
expenditures. This construction is reflected in 2 U.S.C. §431(p)
and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations which were

printed in the Federal Register on May 26, 1976, and promulgated

on April 13, 1977.
C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 regarding



the said $1,204.79 and $19,372.00 were mistakenly characterized
by Respondents as "independent expenditures”.

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate
that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to
the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted a technical,
although unintentional, violation of the contribution limits
set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(l) (A).

F. Respondent, Friends of the First Family, will pay

a civil penalty 1in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) {6) (B).
G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil
penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,
or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.
If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement
thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for
relief in the United States District Court for the District of
Columbia.

II1. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall become
effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed
same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shall have no more than
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thirty (30) days from the date this agreement becomes effective
to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of , 1977.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

- By
e - -
William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
~N
h FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY
‘ By
- Peter F. Secchia, Chairman

—

~ Peter F. Secchia, Individually
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William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of Mr. Peter Secchia, we acknowledge receipt
of your letter dated July 22, 1977, wherein you state that the
o Commission has determined that there is recasonable cause to

believe that Mr. Secchia has committed a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (1) (A) as affected by §44la(a) (7) (B) (1) of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As noted during our previous conversations with Ms.
Browning and Mr. Steel, we are prepared to meet as soon as
possible to discuss a reasonable conciliation agreement.

Very truly yours,
LOOMIS, OWEN, FEL N & COLEMAN
‘;'__,f.:"——"""’/,/ “'——+ - 4’
T. Timothy Rya#, Jr
TTR:jr |

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia
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—

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
The Federal Election Commission
1325 X Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSTON

RCc 2,

The above~described material was vemoved from this
file pursucant to the following cexemntic: jrovided in the

Freedem of Information act, 5 U.S.C. Scction 552(b):

(1) Classified Information lﬁf" (v) Personal privacy

(2) Internal rules and _(7) Investigatory
practices files

(3) Exenirted by other ) ~(¥) Banking
statute Information

(4) Trade secrets and (%) Well Information
commercial ox (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

(5) Intcernal Documents

date '/// 7’77
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D ¢, 20463 July 22, 1977

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)
Dear Mr. Secchia:

On July 20, 1977, the Commission determined that there
is reasongble cause to believe that you have committed a
violation of 2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1) (A) as affected by §44la(a)
(7) (B) (1) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, by reporting expenditures made by yourself and the
Friends of the First Family as independent. Specifically,
this violation involves $1752.17 paid for newspaper advertise-
ments on May 11, 1976, and $20,963.43 of expenditures made by
the Friends of the First Family during the period June 1,
1976 through September 23, 1976.

The Commission has a duty to correct such violations for a
period of 30 days by informal methods of conference, concilia-
tion and persuasion and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(5)(A). If we are unable to reach agreement
during that period, the Commission may upon a finding of
probable cause to believe a violation has occurred, institute
civil suit. 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5)(B).

Please advise me at your earliest opportunity whether you
desire to conciliate in this matter. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Browning (telephone number 202/523-4073), the
attorney assigned to this case.

Sincegrely,_

72

Williafh C. Oldaker
General Counsel




Mx. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, 8.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

. Re: NUR 321 (76)
Dear Mr. Secchia:

On July 20, 1977, the Commission determined that there
is reasonshle cause to believe that you have committed a
violation of 2 U.S.C. $44la(a) (1) (A) as affected §44la(a)
(7) (B) (1) of the Federal Rlection Campaign Act of 1971, as

‘amended, by reporting expenditures made by yourself and tho

Priends of the Pirst Pamily as t. Specifiecally,

this violation involves $1752.17 paid for newspaper advertise-
ments on May 11, 1976, and $20,963.43 of expenditures made by
the Friends of the First PFamily during the poriod June 1,

1976 through Septesber 23, 1976€.
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period of 30 days by informal methods of conferemce, ocomcilia-
tion and persuasion and to enter into a comeiliation agresment.
2 U.8.C. $437g(a) (S)(A). If we are umable to Yeach nq:u-t
during that period, the Commission may wpon a fix
probable cause to believe a violation has ocourred, um
civil suit. 2 U.8.C. §437g(a) (5)(B). .

Please advise me at your earliest opportunity whether you
desire to conciliate in this matter. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Browning (telephone number 202/3%523-4073), the
attorney assigned 6o this case.

S8incerely,

¥William C. Oldaker
‘ Geheral Counsel
W
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 321 (76)
Peter Secchia )

CERTIFICATION

1, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on July 20, 1977, the Commission
determined by a vote of 5-0 to find Reasonable Cause to Believe
a violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 44la(a)(1)(A) had been committed
in the above-captioned matter. Voting for this determination
were Commissioners Aikens, Staebler, Harris, Thomson, and Tiernan;

Commissioner Springer was not present at the time of the vote.

arjorie W. Emmons
Setretary to the Commission




July 15, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Marjorie Emmons
FROM: Elissa T. Garr
SUBJECT : MUR 321 (76)

Please have the attached General Counsel's Report
on MUR 321 (76) distributed to the Commission and

| o
placed on the Agendatfor the Commission meeting of
July 20, 1977.




In the Matter of )

)
) MUR 321 (76)
Peter Secchia )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegations.

This case concerns the question of whether certain expenditures
made by respondent Peter Secchia and a committee organized and chaired
by him, Friends of the First Family, were independent expenditures
as reported by respondent, or whether they were instead contributions-
in-kind to Gerald Ford. If the expenditures are found to be
contributions-in-kind, a reporting violation (2 U.S.C. s.434(b) as
affected by s.434(b) (13)) will have occurred. In addition, respon-
dent and his committee will have violated 2 U.S.C. s.44la(a) (1) (A)
as affected by s. 44la(a) (7) (B) (i) .

During the course of the investigation of this matter, evidence
was uncovered which seemed to indicate that the Friends of the
First Family, which had registered as a committee on Jurel, 1976,
was involved in the Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Failure to

register in a timely fashion is a violation of 2 U.S.C. s. 433(a).

II. Commission Action.

On December 2, 1976, the Commission found reason to believe
a violation of 2 U.S.C. s.44la had occurred with respect to the
expenditures made by respondent and Friends of the First Family
which were reported as "independent.” In a December 31, 1976,

letter to the Commission, respondent's counsel set forth an
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account of respondent's contacts with the President Ford Committee
(PFC) both before and after he began making the allegedly indepen-
dent expenditures.

Due to certain gaps in this account of respondent's rclation-
ship with the PFC, a second Commission ingquiry was made in April,
1977, and after meeting with respondent's counsel and granting an
extension of time in which to respond, a response to this second
inquiry was received on June 20, 1977. The response included over
200 pages of documentation (correspondence and memoranda to the
file) relating to campaign plans, solicitations, transfers, and

reimbursements involving respondent, Friends of the First Family

* and the PFC.

III. Evidence.

1. Independent Expenditures.

On May 11, 1976, respondent placed newspaper advertisements
costing $1%82.17 which advocated the election of Gerald Ford and
were reported as independent expenditures. Subsequently, Friends
of the First Family, a single-candidate political committee registered
on June 1, 1976, which was organized and chaired by respondent, made
expenditures of $23,011.78 on behalf of the Ford campaign during
the period June 1, 1976, through September 23, 1976, which it
reported as "independent."

Prior to making these "independent" expenditures, in January,
1976, respondent had begun fundraising activities as "Solicitor no.
9806" for Ford's principal campaign committee, the PFC. 1In addition
to his fundraising responsibilities, he initiated, organized, and
helped implement a campaign tactic which he called "scatter blitzing"

wherein he and groups of Grand Rapids, Michigan, citizens would
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travel to a state where a primary election was about to be held

and campaign on behalf of Ford. The particular states visited

were apparently those suggested by President Ford or his campaign
staff. These campaign "blitzes" would be paid for andto some extent
coordinated with the PFC. Respondent would attempt to collect
enough contributions for PFC on each "blitz" to cover the cost

of the trips. (For a brief description of the scatter blitzes

and their financial arrangements, see attached Documents #111 and
#149.)

Respondent contends that he severed all ties with the PFC
on May 10, 1976, shortly before he began making expenditures which
he reported as independent. However, the nature of his earlier
relationship with PFC, combined with the fact that he did have
continued contacts with President Ford and the PFC staff after
May 10, 1976, give rise to a presumption that any expenditures
made by him and his Friends of the First Family committee
were not independently made but were rather contributions-in-
kind to Ford. (For a discussion of this presumption, see
Legal Analysis below.)

In order to determine whether the evidence submitted by
respondent rebuts the presumption that the expenditures in question
were contributions-in-kind, it is necessary to describe in some
detail the relationship he had with the PFC both before and after
May 10, 1976, the date on which he allegedly severed ties with
the PFC. That relationship seems best described by referring to
copies of selected campaign-related correspondence which respondent

submitted to the Commission.
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Selected List of Pre-May 10, 1976, Communications:

-Document #37 (Jan. 14, 1976) PFC Office of Finance Chairman asks
respondent to raise funds for the PFC.

-Document #53 ATTACHED (Mar.30, 1976) Respcndent sconds.PFC staff
campaign idea and leaves decision and further instructions up to PFC.

-Document #54 ATTACHED (Apr.l12, 1976) Respondent refers to discussion
with PFC personnel regarding the Texas campaign and mentions formu-
lation of list of persons to help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document #55 (Apr.l1l5, 1976) Respondent mentions to PFC Finance
Chairman that he has been asked to round up $250 contributions for
matching fund purposes.

-Document #56 & #57 (Apr.19, 1976) Respondent sends PFC Midwest
Coordinator a list of "Pertinent Names in Northern Indiana" to
help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document 258 (April 23, 1976) Respondent asks PFC to advance
money for the Indiana "blitz" requested by PFC Midwest Coordinator.

~-Document #108 & #109 ATTACHED (Apr.26, 1976) Respondent contacts

a fellow blitzer mentioning that the President has asked that they
consider PFC Midwest Coordinator's request to blitz Indiana. Expenses
will be paid by PFC and blitzers will raise an equal amount of
contributions to cover PFC's payments.

-Document #59 ATTACHED (April 26, 1976) Respondent alerts PFC that
they missed an opportunity to get Michigan people involved in a
newspaper poll. Letter mentions names of various PFC personnel
whom respondent attempted to contact.

Selected List of Communications from May 10, 1976, on:

~Document #62 ATTACHED (May 10, 1976) Respondent notifies PFC
Midwestern Coordinator he is going to sever PFC ties and henceforth
work independently.

-Document #64 & #65 ATTACHED (May 13, 1976) Memo to file from
respondent noting that he has decided to work independently.
Respondent notes he is to meet with White House Advance team to pre-
pare for President's trip to Grand Rapids during the Tulip Festival.
Respondent discusses appearances he has arranged for members of Pres.
Ford's family.

-Document #66 ATTACHED (May 19, 1976) Respondent forwards check to
White House since he may "no longer have any contact with President
Ford committee."
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-Document #67 & #68 ATTACHED (undated) Memo to the file from respon-
dent noting problems he had had with PFC. This document notes
a number of contacts and coordination between respondent and PFC staff.

~Document #70 ATTACHED (May 25, 1976) Letter to other persons who are
working "independently" noting that a handful of delegates are needed,
especially in Ohio and New Jersey, so a new Friends of the First Family
is to be formed,and it will support the President in Ohio and New Jersey.

-Document %74 ATTACHED (June 7, 1976) Respondent writes to two "blitzers"
to congratulate them on their recent trip and tells them he will

notify the President of their success. A copy of the letter is sent

to President Ford's secretary.

-Document #75 ATTACHED (June 15, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting that he has discussed the contributor's help
with the President.

-Document #76 ATTACHED (June 21, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting he will be meeting with the President that week.

-Document #78 ATTACHED (July 12, 1976) Respondent writes PFC media
manager Wilhite to thank him for meeting with respondent,and notes
he iswilling to give any support necessary if Wilhite will just call him.

-Document #80 ATTACHED (July 30, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher mentioning he has just been in New York trying to arrange
for production of a film for President Ford. Respondent notes he
is no longer involved in independent committee activity and can now
"talk to you at will." [Note, however, that Friends of the First
Family reported making independent expenditures on behalf of Ford
through Sept. 23, 1976.]}

-Document #81 (Aug. 2, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a contributor
to Friends of the First Family.

-Document #82 ATTACHED (Aug. 6, 1976) Letter from PFC staff to respon-
dent confirming plans for him to make a speech in August at Republican
Convention in Kansas City.

ATTACHED

-Document #83 & #84 /(undated - apparently late August, 1976) Memo
to the file from respondent discussing his indecision whether to
remain "independent" or take part in a Detroit Salute to the President
dinner. This memo also notes various contacts respondent had with the
new PFC Director, President Ford, and Senator Dole during a post-
convention meeting in Vail, Colorado.

-Document #86 (Aug. 31, 1976) Respondent writes PFC Director noting

"if there is a spot for me within the system . . . I am at your
command . . . Jjust tell me what, when, and where." (Emphasis in original.)

-Document #88 ATTACHED (Sept. 8, 1976) Respondent writes First Lady
telling her he is too closely connected to staff, committee, cabinet,
and members of the President's family "to continue working independently."

-Document #89 ATTACHED (Sept. 9, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher advising him he finds it impossible to sever his relationship
with the Ford family and PFC, and thus he wishes to discontinue "the
independent route."
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-Document #93 (Sept. 28, 1976) PFC Director writes respondent
thanking him for his Sept. 3, 1976, letter assessing the political
climate in Mississippi.

Legal Analysis and Recommendation: During the period when most of

respondent’'s and Friends of the First Family's "independent" activity
was taking place, the 1976 amendments (specifically 2 U.S.C. §431(p)
which defines "independent expenditures"”) and the Supreme Court
decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), specifically
footnote 53 at 46-47) were in effect. The law as it applied to
independent expenditures during the summer of 1976, then, spoke
of independent expenditures as those expenditures which were made
Without cooperation or consultation with any candidate
or any authorized committee or agent of such candidate
and which is not made in concert with, or at the reguest
or suggestion of, any candidate or any authorized committee
or agent of such candidate (2 U.S.C. §431(p))
and without
cooperation with or with the consent of a candidate, his

agents, or an authorized committee of the candidate...
(Buckley v. Valeo, id. at 47))

Subsequently, after the expenditures in question were made, the

Commission printed in the Federal Register regulations which it

had approved and submitted to Congress. The relevant portion of
the regulations, 109.1(b) (4), states that a presumption is raised
that an expenditure is not independent if the expender has been
authorized to raise or expend funds or has received reimbursement
from the candidate's committee.

In this case, respondent was authorized to raise and expend
funds and was reimbursed by the PFC. While the regulations were not
in effect at the time respondent made the guestionable payments,
the presumption set forth in regulation 109.1(b) (4) is an evidentiary

one, based on the existence of a specific set of facts from which



can be drawn an inference that a particular cxpenditure is not
independently made. The presumption that one who is a fundraiser
for or has been reimbursed by a candidate's authorized committee
cannot make an independent expenditure is within the realm of
reasonable probability or certitude; thus, the 109.1(b) (4)
presumption is an obvious and operative interpretation of the
1976 amendments to the Act and Buckley v. Valeo. While this
presumption is rebuttable by respondent, the copies of corres-
pondence and memoranda submitted by respondent strongly suggest
that he did consult with President Ford and the PFC, and that
he did have knowledge of campaign plans made available to him
from the candidate and committee on which he was able to base
decisions regarding the making of "independent" expenditures.

It is important to note that respondent's submission of
documents does indicate that he was sincere in his desire to
obey the Act. 1In his correspondence and memoranda he frequently
mentioned that he had discussed with legal counsel the making
of independent expenditures and was aware that they must be
unauthorized and without coordination with the candidate or the
PFC, and that contact with the PFC and President Ford was
improper. Upon several occasions respondent warned the PFC
fundraisersthat he had "maxed out", i.e. met his contribution
limits under the Act and asked to be taken off the list of

potential contributors. Moreover, he warned others that they
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should not exceed the $1000 personal contribution limit and
informed scatter blitzers that they could use the $500 con-
tribution exception for unreimbursed travel expenses.

In addition, respondent's December 31st response to the
Commission plus the documents he submitted suggest that his
relationship with the PFC was mainly one initiated and promoted
by respondent and not the PFC. The scatter blitzing campaign
tactic seems to have been a Secchia brainchild, without much
input, direction or even recognition on the part of the PFC.
Most of the correspondence is from respondent to the PFC
staff rather than from the PFC staff to respondent. Respondent's
repeated desire to stay within the bounds of the Act, and his
confusion as to the state of the election law immediately before
and after passage of the 1976 amendments would seem to mitigate
the seriousness of the violation.

Recommendation: It is recommended that with regard to

the independent expenditure violation (2 U.S.C. §44la(a) (1)
(A)), a reasonable cause to believe finding be made, and a
conciliation agreement admitting such a violation be entered
into.

In addition, a §434b reporting violation has occurred with
respect to expenditures reported as independent. No reason to
believe finding was made as to that violation in the 48-hour
report; however, this violation is a derivative one in that it
is based on the same set of facts as is the 44la violation.
Therefore, it is recommended that the Commission find reasonable

cause to believe a 434b violation has occurred.



2. Failure to Register a Political Committee in a Timely

Fashion.

During the course of the investigation of the independent
expenditure matter, evidence was uncovered which seemed to
indicate that the Friends of the First Family, which had
registered as a committee on June 1, 1976, was involved in the
Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Correspondence and
memoranda to the file from respondent used the name "Friends of
the First Family"in the context of receiving contributions
which were apparently then transferred to the PFC. Since,
during the time of this activity, Friends of the First Family
was not a registered political committee, a violation of
2 U.S5.C. §433(a) was indicated.

However, documents submitted to the Commission by respondent

and a conversation with respondent's counsel suggest that "Friends"

was only a loosely organized group of Grand Rapids citizens who
did voluntary campaign work for the President by "scatter

bl itzing." The PFC made advances to cover transportation costs
of the group, and then the volunteers reimbursed the PFC for
these advances, usually in the amount of each volunteer's portion
of the travel expenses. At first the group reimbursed the PFC

by checks made out to the "Friends of the First Family," but

this practice was quickly changed, and checks made out to the

PFC were substituted.
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Legal Analysis: The blitzers' reimbursing the PFC for

travel advances would amount to an "unreimbursed payment for
travel expenses made by an individual who on his own volunteers
his personal services to a candidate," and thus would not fall
within the definition of contribution or expenditure under the
Act. (2 U.S.C. §431(e)(5)(D)). As a result, the definiton of
political committee would not apply to this group of volunteers
(2 U.S.C. §431(4)).

The argument that respondent used "Friends" as an informal
name for this voluntary group is supported by the fact that in the
documents submitted by respondent, reference is made to other
names used for the scatter blitzers, e.g., "Ford's Raiders,"
"Friends of the President," and still other names for special

interest blitzers, e.g., "Bartenders for Ford," "Farmers for
Ford," and "Democrats for Ford."

On May 25, 1976, respondent wrote to some of his acquaintances
noting his plans to "reform our 'Friends of the First Family
Committee.' The necessary papers have been filed, and we will
attempt to raise funds in this area to support the President in

Ohio..." (See Document #70, ATTACHED.)

Recommendation: Since the name "Friends of the First Family"

did not refer to a particular identifiable group of persons before
June 1, 1976, and since the reimbursements to the PFC for travel
expenses incurred by the group were not political contributions
or expenditures, it is recommended that no violation of 2 U.S.C.

§433(a) be found to have occurred.
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April 12, 1976

Hr. Skip liatts

1628 L Street,l.il.
Suite 250

Mashington, D.C. 20036

vear Skip:

Per_our discussion last bednesday, nothning has bggn done reqarding Texas.
but at Jack Stiles request...a list has beep f a

i@ feel could help in the northern counties of Inulana. I also have HMr.
A.J. Uzcio, PresTdent of Skyline Corporation (past "Kennedy for President"
Chairman) waiting on the sidelines to sit down with John Holt. I was to
hear from Jack or Jonn Thursday or tFriday before I leave tovm tomorrow on
an extended trip. I have not heard, so I aa off on business.

Cur Reyional Sales ianager on tihe Eest Coast wias noninated for Rice Chairman
of the Young Republicans in the Rowan-Mecklenburg County organization of
iiorth Carolina. He reportedly turned dcwn the nomination, but has biven me
tne Tollowing story:

“If anyone but the CGovernor were running President Ford's cmxpaign a large
percentage of the Reagan vote would have gone t Ford. Those who are running
for tne Governor's position (since he can't run) are also going against him °
on the Presidential issue"...and that, according to my man, is many, many,
people.

Best of luck 1n Texas. You'll need it after last night's nrews that Connally
is teing considered for Vice President. That...combined with "Hisconsin was
a ma?date for Kissinger", should make your task very difficult. Que sera,
sera.

Cordially,

Peter F. Secchia
PFS/jh

Dictated Friday - unsigned



Re: Saturday is a Hork Day

April 20, 1976

I'r. Stu Spencer

- Tne President Ford Committee
1328 L, H.hve
* fashington, D.C. 20036

Daar Stu:

Thought you might like this brought to your attention. On Saturday worning,
Arril 23, the Detroit Fre2 Press ran thelr questions in the °Sound OfFf€*
coluzn. “The New York Times/C3S lews poll shows that President Ford seems
to haye dispelled wany of the doubts about his ccmpetence and abilities as a
leader over the last taree wonths. IHas your confidence in the President in-
— creased lately?®

S This 1s not a sanple poll. Each time ycu telephone the nunber to vote “"yes®
...your vote 1s recorded. If you care to make a ccrinent you are allowed to
GO 50 oa tape.

I ¢rizad to advise everyone and anyene that we needed people in Deiroit to
~ get involved. Ve could 1cok bad in the Sunday paper.

T ___ There uas no answer at the President Ford Cormittee in Hashington; there was
—_ no way to lccate Mr. Peter Fletcher of Michigan; so I rade scyeral calls from
© Crand Rapids cyself. But because this was ]ong distance, and because I did
~ ___rot want to becoms a hign visible “friend®, I finally contacted John Holt in

LAS 125...5.
N Attached are the results. Later in the morning 1 received an answer at the

office froam his secretary, who saild siie iad heard from Tim Austin at the
thite House (whom I had called earlier). At that time she had stil1l done
nothing. laybe a 1ittle thing like this weans nothing...tut if so, they why
are we printing positive comuants in the “President Ford liews® cn what i3
Lung said in the nesspaper, 1f we Jet scmething llke this show so negative?
here we aslesp?

Cordially,
n |
Peter F. Secchia bU"‘ : - r)‘
cc:  hir. Skip Hatts _}'\‘.\f }/}f / ] j
/\ B\ A
1 PN S VAR I
X NN\
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Bay 10, 1976

Hr. Jonn liolt

Hidwestern Coordinator
President Ford Cosmaittee
1328 L H.H.

Hashington, D.C. 20036

Dear John:

I'n sorry but it isn't working. I have cecided to s2ver all ties
with the President Ford Coimittoe, and, thereiore...have destroyed

‘the donor. cards,-and will forward no tore coatributions.

The continual changing of course, the faillure to return pheone calls,
the failure to release press cn the previous blitzes, has convinced
i that I must work incepencently--on wy own.

Your handling a ian who means an awful lot to me and my faaily.
Lorking tarough you, and your cossitice, has been a coupleta disaster.
Since I have "maxed” out on contrituticns, and Just atout ieached 1y
raxiowe "assumption of expense”, 1 feel that anything acccmplished by

u

_me from this point on should be done In the Reagan fasinion as an “ip-
. dependent and unauthvovized® person.

1 aw already enjoying wy new stature. Solicitor lio. S8C5 1s now a
racber of the great silent majority. Sorry it dida't werk, and we
%i11 all know next Tuesday just now bad it was.

Cordially,

Peter

PFS/ih
cc: hHr. ¥ax Fisher

VRN § [ 81 oY
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The President will not be staying at my house because we really don't
want really want to tie the association that close to me, and since I am row doing
my independent action of which the President knows nothing...it is best that way.
He has opted out for a quiet evening, and now we think that Jack might be coming
in Fonday so I have booked him on the tuck Fatthows Show; Eye Mitness this loon;
and quite possibly Calvin College. It would te nice it he got in'$aturday night
and went to the “"Up with People® concert...the Hospital Benefit that w{lf bé there.
But as the schedules change, i.e., the Presicent is going to the Tulip Festival...
no; the First Lady is going to the Tulip Festivel....no; But Susan is going to the
Tulip Festival...That all happened in the last trree deyvs, and 1 really don't know
what is going to happen this weekend as of now.

The lady who posed as a ULPI repressntative in the Holland aree carnnot be
“found. Tnere is scme question maybe st was @ recgan plant to get everycne excited

tnat the Fresident was coning back to tne County that gave hin his first pluerality.

But there is no way we will cver prove that...so all we are irying to do is appease

___tne people et this point in tine.

~

Tne greeting at the airport is not cetting enything on the radio, and

“the comeittee that has been chosen to do so tnzt I coula low profile it, doesn't scem

to understend that they have to call the newspapor and redio peeple...and kiss their _
fannies. Wwe aere going to have a difficult tire getting ¢ crown out unless they do
that. Tne only other event going on Sunday is tnat Venderveen is going to be at

the CH raedio picnic...so we can't very well tzxe the First Ledy down, without raining
on his parace.  So notning is on the book Tor tunday eacopt rossibly a visit to

LricTe Roy...and some TV dntervicws. Yet...huc fecbogen hodw nothing ebeut the TV

interviews Jast night. I vonder vhy?

PAYN




lay 19, 1975

tis. liildred Leonard
Presidential Secretary
Tne linite House
wasnington, D.C. 20500

Uz2ar Hildred:

Sinca2 I no Yonger have any contact with thoe “President Ford
Comaittee”. . .would you please see that this check gats to

the proper person?

Also eaclosed is a letver frou Tom Cox. He has requested that
tha President review his coivients. Pleasce have the Prosident
drop him a line acknowledying rec2ipt of these ccisients.

Cordially,

. 0CE6



PROBLEMS WITH THE PRESIDENT FORD CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
EYAMPLES:

1. At my re2ting with ROG MORTON and STU SPENCER, SENATOR GRIFFIN, etc.,
ROG HORTON gave us a phone nuzbar (a man in California by the name of

CAULDLR). He would be doing the same as our "fricnds of the First Family

Committee™.  After 1 left your office I plenned to work in Califernia, and

Tater changed my mind...figuring 1 could work best in Ghio, where we had a
Tegate

close d=legate race. 1 then found three districts where the Reazan people
(and the PFC people) were asleep. . It was decided to work these arcas, and

vie bagan 5011c1t1ng furds. Llate in the ca=paign one of our lecal contributors
wanted to put ads in California. I could not talk him into going to Ohio.

I called Mr. CAULDER to give him the gqoud news...only to find that 4 days
prior to the election he had vet to raise his first dollar for his committee,
At this point in tire there was "zerc" being planned as "independznt

and uneuthorized” in the California primary.

L

- 2. MR, MORTON onag MR. SPENCER alco told ro that the Now JLYQLJ o sition
would ba very d“ficu]t to contrel bec ause Senator Cese is so "far out"
that rost Rzpublicans won't talk to h1n. wnen ashed 1f there was anyone
else w2 could work with...l was told: "Iot rezily, we will just hove to for-
get abzut that one.
3. Mainy times you told me STU SPENIER would b2 in touch.  He has vzt to call
me. You hove tiz2 to call me and ask e to do things...to thzan% ne for
what [ have done. STU SPENCEIR only has tinz for people other than your people
- out thare. Fach tire you told re he would be in touch I heard fro- a “third-
level" secretary. Not even from his cdeputy.
~ 4. whzn we cocided to go to Florida we sent [ON WIERINGA down to ©o the
aovance work, b2 osat in BILL RO3LRTS' office for several hours, and was
asted: "What are you doing down here? I don't have time to talk to you."
LInALD ca]led rz and wanted to cove right home.

5. 0n the Fiorida trip the Presicdent Ford Comittes told us to ¢o to the
wrong cities.  Towas then aseed to wors with this save ¢gantlerzn again in

Wiscensing o told th 2 T owould ratber ot

6. Woavere to oarrive an Florida to Lot by boes ood v AL, L there ware
neithor. s Sureene had forgeticn to courdinaie.  Sooune s coriosed to

roet us et the p]awu SO 1 cnuld cive him $13,000 vorth of contribtuions, so

they micht cover their instar goaiﬁ beceuse they were in trouble.,  ho cre net

7. Evorywhere we went voluntesrs told us thoy
toon doproperly askod to workl Nover i

+

vwere "oood people” dnveived in the FiC.



8. BILLY ZEOLI tells me he can't help us because you have asked him not to
get involved.

9. On our Florida scatter blitz one of the homes we visited served orange

juice...the press came....and the host vas a Reagan supporter. A County
Committee mermber who was a firm public supporter of Reagan! The PFC Commitee
had no idea what they were doing.

10. Your Finance Chairman in Kent County, PAUL GOzBEL, SR., failed to return
my calls; was not available to help us; and as far as I know...did not
raise a dollar in the County.

11. The afternoon of the Michigan primary your Kent County Chairman was at
his cottage working on his cabin.

12. RALPH HAUENSTEIN spends a good part of his time in Europe. He volunteered

to work with th2 Auzerican Nationals in Europe on "absentee" ballots on ycur
behalf. He received very little cooparation...until 1 persconally took him to
your office, and told psople who he was and what his idea was. Kho one seems to
want any help.

13. Pages...typing pool...workers at the Xansas City Convention. Why not staff
these with "scatter blitzers"...people who know Fow to "sell" Ford?

14. Sczcret Service can give out cuff lines and pendants to qirls they meet in
saloons, but I don't have any to give cut to the people who really helped
out with our independent and unauthorized committee. How can I get a supply?

15. w2 need cne of the children for the Republican Picnic in Kent County on
July 24 (tentative). Is this a pessibility?

16. Discuss Mrs. Martin Egoth's song, and my idea of having a "Michigan Night"
in Washington.

17. Return of letters..,terrible. The Mayor of East Grand Rapids tells me he

has written you thrée times...receiving only one answer. I have brought
other letters and handad them to Terry 0'Donnell from old friends in the labor
moverant, minority, etc. I have had phone calls from Mexicens who have written
and hzvan't received an enswer. It's not the "old Jerry Ford policy", and it
is very disconcerting.

18. On cur first scatter biitz...Feople Hagazine said they would come if they
could ozt pictures of 211 three brothers. [ kad a golf match, and
woulen't tane tion out to the (o.ntry C]ub...?lrn cenzelled. 10M was all we
had Teft. 30N did cne fin2 job campaigning constantly...but the cooperation
from JIM and DICH at this joint was torrible.  We later coerced DICK to come
with us to wWiscensin,  Toward the very end DICK, ELLEN, and JIM attended the
Ohido blits, aleng with [R. SUANSONL .. but it was awost too late, Theiy attend-
ance early in the cevrzign vﬂ11d have given us naticnal exposure, and equal
ti”Q with the Jirmie Carter cavpaign.,  They had inches and inches of column

Space on o thoir ”flitTjS'...hm1]“ we hzd over 230 people in Wisconsin (including
10 toen sy, Jivode Certer had less than that in Pennsylvania and received
ruch i L:; U

- 0iES



peteR f. secchia

2833 BONNCLL AVE.. S€ GRAND RADIDS. MICOIGADN 49506

May 25, 1976

T0: Mr. Jay VanAndel
Mr. Rich DeVos
tr. Peter Cook
Frs. Maryanne Keeler
Mr. Ralph Hauenstein
Hr. Dave Mehney

FR: Peter F. Secchia

Dear Hrs. Keeler and Gentlemen:

he are in the final inning of the ballgame. It's down to a matter of a
handful of delegates. EVERY SINGLE DELEGATE L‘TTLFS I OHIQ ARD WEW

JERSEY.

It is difficult to work with the California situation...so I have opted
to reform our "friends of the First Family Cormittee". The necessary
papers have been filed, end ve will attempt to raise funds in this area
to support the President in Chio, with the possibility of some activity
in hew Jersey.

Ve will place radio eds, newsparer ads, and a S-minute video tape that
Guy VanderJagt d¢id for us. Wwe think it is fantastic.

I't is difficult to keep going back to the same vell, so we will be run-
f)ng ads in the Grand Rapids Press attespting to sclicit contributions

om the people in the area to help support the President in thesecrucial
primaries.

e will offer the alternative of privately placed, and independentads...
or lumping the contributions tecgether so that those not wishing their
names listed in the paper caen be represented as Friends of the First Fam-
1ly Ccuinittee. We rced all the help we can cet. If you can contact any-
one in ggz.state wno would b willing to help...we need that support.
Please contact e at your convenience.

0570




@ peter f. secchia @

2833 BONNELL AVE.. S€. GRAND RAPIOS. MICN! “ AN 49506

June 7, 1976

TO: D3N WIERINGA
JOEN DAMSTRA

- Gentler=n:

From 2ll reports the trip was fantastic! The President . P

—- and his people are working their way up through the areas

that you and the "scatter blitzers" hit. Tomorrow we will
know how well we did...

The exciterent and enthusiasm I observed in the c¢roups re-

- turning leaves me very thankful that | can report to the
President that it was through the ef7orts of both of you
that made this the "biggest and best ever".

Tnank you very much.

Peter
PFS/J f

cc: Mildred Leonard |

Telephone dictated...not signed ;

Mildred...Because of my independent and unauthorized ccmnittee [ wias unable to do |
anything with the "scatter blitzers"...once they had rade contact with
the President Ford Conmittee. A short note from the President to Con :
and John viould do wonders. Don did the pre-advance work...John did all
the adninistrative and paperwork.

'

PFS

|
0074 |
|
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Juna 15, 1976

M're Kodney . Marxley, Jr.
‘cet President

rsiington Staff

Ford fotoir Comrany

£15 Connecticut Ave., ~N.i.
i'ashington, D.C. 20006

-

.

D@2ar Rodney:

rhanks a rillion for your helpl! Without you aad bwo other pcople ...
vho "pitched in®, it would have been virtually iapossible to raise the
funds that we did.

As 1t was, wa won two of the thiree Raagan Cistrictg that we were after.
Thig swing of six votes frca the Reagaan coluuin to the Ford column could
“e the difference in Kansas City. In fact ... that 12 vote "swing” is

now the entire lead currently held by the President.

I.J

22 hed a chance to win the third target Ziserict but Cengressrian Ash-
rrook camw out with a radio campai¢n the weekend prior to the election,
claiming that ke hed Xrxewn Jerry Ford for 30 vears, and that ke was not
¢gualified, capadble, or intelligent enough to laindle the Presidency. ke
iz a very porular Congressman from his areaq, and yet we only lost that
district by less than 1,000 votese.

There 1s also strong evidence to surport the faoct that our statewide
newsraper and TV program helped win the "at-lurge™ delegates. ile did
well,

"

/s of this writing I am still $4,700.00 shy of raising the total moneys .
noeodaed to pray all expenses incurred. If you kinow anyone else willing to
i2lp us ... please give then a call.

cused your support. He was Inforzed that vou
hingtcon, D.C. that I felt I could turn to..

Prosideat and I EX

: only pvirsen in
You are good ;xoplel

Cordially,
Feter F. Svcchia
res/ g

Telzohone Cictated - not signed

o 0075



Junae 21, 13976

r. John 7. Paterson
15 Corverce 8ullding
S Llyon St., H.M.

~ .

Grend Rapids, Michigan 4350¢
Dzar bir. Peterson:

Tnank ycu for your recent contribution to the "Friends of the First
Fanily Comnittee". Our Treasurer will be ferwarding you a roceipt.

Ve dedicated ourselves to three Congressional Districls in Chio, sup-

[
roz<dly in the2 Reagan colusmn. Ye von itwo of these, and viould haves uon
the third (Tost by 1,000 votes)....if Congressman /isibroox had not coma

ot with strong radio endorsements for Reagan, and criticizing the
Presicent.

Those cix delegates could be the difference. The.Prasident appreciated
our efforis, and I meet with hin this mednesday to discuss the results.

Thank ycu.



July 12, 1976

l'r. Clayton E. Wilhite
Cereral Manager

tiadia Corviunications, Inc.
The President Ford Comnittee

1823 L Street, N.W.
Hashingten, D.C. 20036

Paar Clayt:

Thanks for taking sowe time out of your schedule to visit with Jcan and
rie. Please give my best to all those working diligently to re-elect my
good friend.

Should sanething ccme up where ny support is needed...please call., 1
Euirped into Stu Spencer and Bick Chaney Tast vicek, but did nof get a
chaince to talk to tham about this tape. It's all in your hands.

Peter

PES/j

U



July 30, 1976

(ir. Max Fisher

2210 Fisher Bldg.
Cetroit, Michigan 43202
vcar Max:

I have just returned from 1-1/2 days in ilannhattan in_an attempt to put

together a production unit to preduce a film for the President.

Cecause of legal complications, and a complete Tack of communication
with the RNC, PFC, and others who would ba able to arrangz the schedu-
ling, the projectionist, acoustics, etc., we have made the decision to
drop the project.

Since I am no longer involved in this independent and unauthorized

Ccomnitiee aCtIV]_)L .1 am now free to talk to you at will, and tell you

of 1y interests "to get the ran elected.”
Sce You in Kansas City.

Cordially,

Fater

PFEST3n

0CEO
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\»J August 6, 1976

Mr. Peter Sccchia

Putterworth Hospital
100 Michigan, N. E.
Grand R\.pu.;., Michigan 49503

Dear Peter

Just a note to again wish vou luck and fast recovery
with the browen lepg and to confirm our conversation
regarding the workshop.

The President Ford \onuhcn will bpe divided into four
sections: The Lndzﬁ.ldual, The Congressman, The Republi-
can, and T?1> President.  We would 11..e you to speak for
fifteen minutes ror the first scction. his includes
1nfo"m_tiwn on his v(hﬂ@blﬂo, his paersonal philosophy,
1v and his '0.1‘.,\—-11*\\1 fe. It is tentatively on
'o(‘_fﬂav August »t.. our lHeadquarters
(the faneas O LV Tr‘.de Mart,~Broalway Street on the

grounds oi the l'-rr"&r‘(‘iLy Inmlclud Alrport, not
I\CI) for 1:30 until about 3:30 in the afternoon. Rob
Kronman will be in touch with vau regarding further
if you nced to reach us our main Kansas City

316-467-3691,

&
1

Azain, all best wishes and thanks for helping.
O ’ &
Sincerely,
-,
. y‘ L__ —
. "u"\-«‘c\ ‘,/’\'/
. - /
Cynthia b. Pcrr)n
-/
cC: RODY Froenman
LAY o
0CE2
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M0 FUR FORD FILE

Tuesday night, Auqust 24...Susan called. Ve chatted for a while and then she put the
President on the line. HL told me to take care of my leg...or he kick me in the “GDA".
I told him that 1 had been invited out by Bob 0'Cell to work 0”_Ph¢ "Salute to the

President” dinner, and could not decide whether to_do that...or wy own independent
thing, and that. Il would be in Yail

I decided to take Stephanie along to help with my sochks, crutches, etc. We took off

for Veil Thursday morning (;L;h). vhore we were picked up at the VaileEagle airport by

a wWnite House car and driven To the Lodge. There we sat waiting to hear from Red Cavaney
or Terry 0'Donnell, because I needed someone for Stephanie to play with., We went for a
20k because our room wasn't ready...and burped into the Weidenfelds, Jim Cavanaugh,

-

.

and oihers from the White House staff. e chatted...and Sheila had to pick up Susan
and taxge her to a UPIl soccer ~e, so Shelia left her husband Ed with Stephanie and 1 at
“Peppi's'. Bd thought It wou 13 bﬁ pest if I didn't go to the UPI soccer game since ]

1

dn't be someone of high visibility. Susan didn't want to go either, so she talked
a and Ed into going elone...and Suszn tock us to the shi chop to show us the dog
sie and some of her friends had given a friend...wont shopping.. . boucht Stephanie
et owent over to the Wished wost {3 store owncd

€ tﬁér hat, whorcupon the biond Tady tonind the coun
boalone that night, since she had absolutely nothing
an said the woren were chasing Jack (.‘rjnhnxo.

o~

o friends of ming)...bought Susan
or said she would dove to get
to do end no place to sleep.

o
L
+
L

went o to my roo changed clethes, and Stephanie and T went to dinnur at Peppi's
we cave bick and went to slesp It was a very difficult evening because I was
exhausted from using crutches around town earlier

;liﬂg§,QDMfSS]MiQ“LQﬁthéhfTgﬁiﬁiﬂil~diuﬂﬁr, and a ce-
ax Fishor, Jav Vanincel, Jim Pourque and 1 whether
P

eeident the following night.

The noxt norning Iowent to the
.cision could not be 7 ‘

w2 should go with tnis dinnor in Tztroit...or bring the
Terry G'Connell advised ne 1 would e SCcfhs the President at 5:30 Friday evening, and 1
could discuss it at that time.

avaney sent an advance man over to pick up Stephanie, and <he plaved while 1 was in
That afternoon, Jim Baker, th2 new director of the ford Cg;,jttee came down

ari it very clear: 'Wf qu T vant to go to your independent thing,..that's fine. It's

up to Voul U ITe )uu‘.ant to wark \1tn1n the system...] e hnow.  But 1f you do your c¢wn__
thing. .. forget about me, don't ever talk to me, I dor't ever went to hear from you, and

I won't return your calls.” 1 sor‘ of ad-ired the strenath the wan displayed.

O dress oan g orush St oto the Vail "white house.
was oroturning froos nolf s T went up the stairs, collected
tyopwrtiolio, elent with oo picture of Jack durping

S+ . .
d \u..‘-p as the

,oand procants .

on Lhe TCxﬁS and a cno of the Prosidont we felt waes very good. It

interesting t tho President reod my rachlet...set it down, and we
discussed other issues nose in the pargniet.  [ick Cneueyl Chief of Staff,

dlso riad Tt, and since 1t was a strong criticism of his abilities...it was wise that he

was there.

Dr. Locash o

and would not

and osaid that the First Lody was in very bad shape,
Troie wes Uhe first sorizl ooent that the Fords had

VL83
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planned with the Doles, and the President decided since he was late, he best get ready
and take Susan. Susan couldn't go because she was under the hair dryer. So we went
downstairs and talked to the Doles while the President got drewsed.  Whem he came
downstairs he said that "Betty would Tike to see you in the morning...will you call?"
So--Steph and T were then left standing in the road while the car that had delivered

us was used in the motorcade for the Doles and the President os they went to a reception
in Lionshead, Colerado. When the car returned to pick us up they told us that the
reservations had been made for Stephanie and 1 to attind the same restaurant (1 had
asked the military aide to try to get us in since I was unable to got reservations since
it was a theatre-supper clud and 1 thought Stephanie might cnjov it) We went down and
began eating.  Susan came in and chatted with us a while. When her father finally
arrived...they sat down and had empty chairs at their table.  The President walked over
to my table and said..."Why don't you and Stephanie join us for dinner?" It was very
nice of him to offer, and he not only invited us but holpod me over with my crutches,
and 1 sat next to Dole (on his right), Mrs. Dole on his left...the President, Susan,

and Stephanie.  We had a very enjoyable evening. Somg of the ihings 1 _heard that night
that are very interesting is the fact that Sen. Dole loved my idea that he go to Pnila-
delphia and show that the Ford aministration is not down on big cities, and that the
peopls of Philadelphis noed to know that more conventions will not be cancelled, and
that the Vice Presidsent can get up thore very inexponsively.  Sen, Dole did not really
take to ny idea of carzaigning in rotorhones.

Sen. Uole did say he receivad @ 1etter fros Dich Nixen, wno toid him.. L "Always attack
up...never attack horizontaily." Which roans he 18 toiling Tole to attack Carter, and
lecave Mondale alone. The Presidc”t repiied... "fich aisays had some shrewd political

advice--follow it."

Since it was a supper-club perforrance, and the President 4'!1&5d Jate...there wasn't
ruch conversation before d:w”,r, and iroediately after dinner tney were delugéd for
autograzhs, and 1 did not get to see him again.
The next rorning the First Lady called end said trnat she had an interview with UPI, and
AP...and had to do it because tho AP 1a4, had ficwn in ¢ dayvs prior and had just been
waiting to conduct this intarview The First ltady wantsd o “1ve us up for lunch, but
couldn't...so wanted us to come lJater that aflerncon. w2 couldn't...our plane was leav-
ing at 3:00. The First lLady said she reaily hurt horsedf by sta>1ng out on a picnic on
the Island that Peppi and Sheicka had thrown carly thet woek, because it aot very cold-:
after the sun went down.  This cold really affected her nock, and Dr. Lucash said she
was having spaesns and it was very painful. Since sne did not 72ke dinner the night before
she still was in pain Sz2turdzy rorning wien she cailed me. we had a long chat about the
campaian, and she was vory ) set atotn act that 17 [ <id ry cwn independent thing
Sthat T owouddn't even Sh2 courdin’t understand that. She talked
to Stepranie a while
It 1s intoresting to nolo feoto Jertor s an Teoqt of the catera he picks up
a small child, but when the tis at a private tinner surrounded by strangers with
no photography available he 1nv1tcs a small cnild Lo sit at s table, and holds conver-
sation with ner, treats her 1iko an equal...and was very polite to his urowen leg buddy
and his 9 yr. old daughter. Stopnanie had hor ey auto ) bed by the President and
Sen. Pole, and than wa celled the bellmen at (ne Locge. They picred us up and took us

back to the hotel.
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Septenber 9, 1976

. lax Fisner
2210 Fisher Luilding
Letroit, itichigan 48202

o:  CAUPAIGH ACTIVITES

A
(24

vear llax:

Siace you and Jay are =y fricnds, and have taught e many ¢ood prin-
ciples these past Tew vears...l want to advise you of a recent decision.

1: is jmpossible to complately sever my relationsiip witn the candidate,
nis cemittees, his Tamily, and/or tie White House. [ receive daily

phone calls from Tocal citizens reguesting letters,. needing inforzmation,
feeling slighted, wanting speakers, etc. It is virtually Impessible to

astzpt to FulfilY these requests without some type of contact from

“within® the systan. (In fact...the President callad Suaday night just

to "chat." Tow do you Stop tnis?)

S0, t2caus2 of the inability to comnletely sever this relationship...l
fhave reached the decision to vork within the system the next few months,
and discentinue the "independant" route.

care disenchantaed and, consequently, divorced
nt Ford Comuittee to be free to do ry “own thing,®
o3 in an attempt to obtain informaticn fiem the

Curing the primary 1 be
irys217 from the Preside
Saveral veexks were wast
Faderal £lection Coumiission, incurring thousands of dollars in cxpanses
...only to rsceive contradictory answers. llow I am reading #r. Colson's
cok, “Born Again', and fear the contradictory answers could, in turn,
2come "contradictory accusations.”

ot wanting to enbarrass the President, cntail exerbitant legal coxpense,
or b2 called bafore a Grand dJdury...l an running “scared," and feel that
any activity conduciad in this tanner has to come from soncone more
distant than I.

0089
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iA “SCATTER BLITZ"

Tl bPresi fir. Jdohn Holt's request to "scatter blitz"

the horthern Counties

You will call Jdahh Holt at the Indianapelis “"Presidenc Ford Comnittee! affice, and
find out vno the Repulilicen contaces are in the ihchigan City-South Land-Elkhart

ared.

Ve Wil leave the dospicalily Ton parking ot -at a
andid] T Mork gur vWay easiE el the fenigan & Thic
change.
Ve would lihe to heve thrvee presentations of kichigen Wiite Pine &ress. 1 amlsure
i O f I e e el TR VA =h o] ~ e . i
e [\’I(‘ 5 e i Ces LI k] \-‘!t\_\_zx l..;‘»'yL'l (€551 I.)-’...;.‘f t, Wwothal De {;]«.1.; to (1]](-.‘4 LS t,o GQ) e

E d eat ab a | ng the way. The President's brothers
iens curing neh period. A1Y other timas the Lrothe
<" gthers. -
o
’ t lar to thie ¢ ison.. withefiic-
pS to be pass icle as it
fion Pletcher, residance - (219) Z62-1404. . .busit { iT he could
4 i§. Ne ¥s Lrging to fipg 2 trave] e
band, deessad an red, winite, guchief gun
g tuo of ihe 1 side of this
T avtenpt ta 2 the so 1t will be




[, Yieringa G (s Annitlli2S,) HS70

Ve should have the word sometine this wock on vhether ow friends from Holland, Kichigan
will join us ta preseént tulipy bulbs te gur friends vin Indiana. If pot...we hnpv to give
the Michigon Delicious apples, Hichigan Yaite Pine secdlings, butions, bumper stickers,

and other pertinent inferimation concerning ocur friend "The P rosident”.

fittached is 8 copy of the Press Relcase rajled to all radio and TV stations, and news-
;\ ers i the area we intend te visit. Ve nced dnmediate coverage. This is a madia

sy John Holt. I]C\*k‘ vk viith them on seiting up
o Nl

ailed schedule of cur itincrary.

v oA

ik Wik alide
i

n tihe schecdule.

When the capntacts have bdaea vdanti
the praginet b)itz, and call my of
Please dcave tvo lo-mineee"fillors"

1. In the Scuth lend aree, and

along. If there is time, we
or 15 minutes...then off we
ginning to cnf, but the

Don_PRlaicher tas bagn infc a "0" budget. If he has to sp2nd monsy, he
Wwill reise en equal amount | to the "President fof?“,nNHTt@ié“;'avﬂ give
_to we an #ay 1. He will the expense threugh the Washington "President

Fayd 'Committee"s

css (219) 262-3011, has agresd to help

rea, to arvange for the presentations
1 ‘alise Caliteet the BRI Titith,
hotogrepher 1o be wherever ve are.

and hes said he vould cuerantec

L =il A o . : . : :
Wince Ford of WAVA in Seuth Bend, Ing 1cna, is an old friend of ocurs. Vince and his wife
Pwill join us ip the caravap, and his handte is, iranically enaugh, "Hr. President". Ke
Will have his nows people giving news spoats tinis week, while visiting with us while we
are in South Bend.
#ti harmys af Riddlshwry s Iagiand; s Presiedn: Coachien Hemes, and & close persenal
friend; whe has cf Lied Lo hzlp our man. Pleaese contact hin 7 we are going into his
area.  (214) ob-0814 - fwsiness.
ho watter whet towas in Horthern Indiena the Conmiitee decides we should "blitz"...please
contact me via Mrs. Hodges immediately. Ve have friands in ecvery one of those hartnern
Canimur Ll es
Te date ve are undefeeted. When v vent 1o Florida the Prestident was behind 2-7. When
2 et to Misconsin there vas sore quescion...and we ¢ up winning every single

<
district. Now...ve art going to Indiana at the personal recuest of the President. Ve
i ou will be able to gather sane of our

are his "tood }ILL (lkrw ... end tbutiy @ndad ey
friands o §o 'y ows, " Here we -go...or here ve come, depending on where you
arei ey while omg.  te peediell weur Hailp.

4. 0109
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Haren 1, 1970

imouny Ryan

eheral Counsal
Ford Cecruaittee
reat, HJl.

W — =2
-te (N3 (5 i @

R IR

fead

ton, D.C. 20034

wi
-
-

rriy vd In iy office cn the 24th.
ded trip to ihe south, and found
th).
Since the PFC new paid for the plane...all cqw;rlbution_l_&het“;r
{or 3cecne eﬁsﬁ‘s ticket, or a con;rwbu»ion fren soreone on tie

p]-re, Will be considered a norcal cont r;nutlon end a s;aruarﬂ"
conor card will Le filled out for sutinission vith the checks.

Your Tziter of February 17, 1970 ar
1 naye just return=2d frcm an oxten
it on iy desk today (Sunday tie 3

li2 are attcopling to scad out copies of your “Travel Expense Ex-
clusicn” fonn, and hope to have them returned to our Trzasursr and
kent in the records.

be vere also told that zormeone would reat us in Florida to take our
correctad cnecks rade payable to the "President Fford Conniittee”,
but no ona was there. John Laimstra has tzen in touch with br. toran
of yeur office, and will mcet with ;2 this week. e returned all
checks and wera invorsied that the PFC would bill the Press directly,
Luu tnat ve would ask Tor centributions of any a~ount from those
attonding. This has oeen dona, and ncW we will send cut your forms.

Tine Lrip was a success, as indicated by the attached neuspaper
arvicles. e ver2 the lead story in rsst of the lccal T.V. stations
Sunday «nd Honday. The President and First Ldj called ry wife and
L2 Sunday night and said they ha;aa]rLuuy nzard "nice things"...we
nepe it helps.
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Charles N. Steele, Esquire
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
washington, D. C. 20463
RE MUR 321 (76)
Dear Charlie:
Enclosed is Mr. Secchia's response to Mr. Oldaker's letter

requesting information and documents dated Avril 22, 1977, as
amended by vour letter of June 3, 1977.

As noted at our recent meeting, we would appreciate your
immediate attention to this matter. A settlement of this case
which 1s just and reasonable will most likely be attainable.

this regard, we would appreciate the opportunity to meet with vou

and your staff in the very near future to discuss same.
Very truly vours,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

i

T. Timothy Rvan, Jr.

TTR: jr
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia
Leonard Hoffius, Esquire
Ms. Judy Browning, Esqguire




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, THOMAS G. BEARDEN, hereby certify that on this,
the 20th day of June, 1977, T pversonally filed with the
Secretary of the Federal Election Commission, the response

of Peter F. Secchia in MUR 321 (76). The resjponse consists
of a cover letter dated June 10, 1977, which i1 attached
hereto, and 218 separate documents arrancged chronologically

by subiect matter where possible, and numbered 1 throuch 218.

Thomas G. Bearden

12 5
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CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. T. Timothy Ryan, Esq.
Counihan, Casey & Loomis
1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 321 (76)
Dear Mr. Ryan:

Pursuant to our meeting with you and Mr. Anderson on
Friday, May 27, 1977, and your request that we specify more
precisely what items covered by paragraph 1, page 2, of the
Commission's order are necessary for the Commission's present
investigation, I think the following paragraph states sub-
stantially the information we need.

1) Documents which deal with campaign plans,
solicitations, transfers, or reimburse-
ments of money to (or from) you, Eriends of the
Pfrsto family, or any group or political
committee of which you were a member from
(and to) the President Ford Committee staff
or the White House staff during the period
January 1, 1976, to the present. Specifically,
please provide any correspondence, bills, or
receipts relating to the above-mentioned
activities.

In complying with this request, it might be helpful if
you keep in mind the discussion we had on Friday with regard
to our purposes in requesting this information. The Commission
is interested in finding out facts concerning Mr. Secchia's
relationship with the President Ford Committee, i.e., his
authority to make campaign expenditures and plan campaign
activity, and his right to reimbursement for his own
campaign expenditures and tbose of other persons working with
him, etc. In addition, we would like to know more about *he
activities of the Friends of the First Family, especially



LY

3

A

7 g

regarding its functipns before it registered with the Commission
on June 1, 1976, and Mr. Secchia's relationship to it.

We would appreciate your response to the request for
information and materials within 10 days of receipt of this
letter. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Browning
(telephone no. 202/523-4075), the attorney assigned to this
matter.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel

cc: Peter Secchia

JBrowning:caw:6,/3/77
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@ SENDER cm wems 1. 2, 30d A
dd yout address in the "RETURN TO" space on
reverse.

1. The following service is requested (check one).
{0 Show to whom and date delivered............ 15¢
m Show to whom, date, & addres of delivery.. 35¢

] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom and datc delivered..... ... 65¢

] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, date. and address of delivery 85¢

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:
Mr. T. Timothy Ryan, Esqg.
1000 Connocticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

3. ARTICLE OESCRIFTON:
REGISTERED NO. CERT!FIED NO. INSURED NO.

~/~/

J—// "’_‘/

(Always obtain signature of sdéresses or agent)

I have received the article ribed above.

SIGNATY| 0 Address. T} Authorized agent
4 S——
DATE OF DE POSTMARK
5. ADe Chdrpiet requested)
~ .
! J PO
6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE: CLERK'S

INITIALS
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peEteRr f. secchiq

2833 BONNELL AVE.. S€. GRAND RAMDS. MICNIGAN 49506

June 10, 1377

Mr. Charles . Steele
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 321 (76)
vear Mr. Steele:

“Jnis letter is in response to Mr. Oldaker's correspondence dated April
22, 1377, as amended by your letter of June 3, 1977.

Your letters request certain information which I will respond to in the
same order as requested:

REQUEST FOK INFORMATION

1. When did you begin your campaign activities for the President Ford
Committee? What title did you have? Describe your duties.

Response:

After President Ford announced his intention to seek a full term in
the presidency, 1 decided to assist in his campaign as a local
volunteer worker, scatter-blitzing, and as a fund raiser, until May
'976. 1 never received any title from the President Ford Committee,
nor was I assigned any specific duties, except raising funds.

ro

oid you have authority to make expenditures on behalf of the President
Ford Committee? If so, during what period of time did such authority
exist?

rResponse:

0, except that I was given $1500.00 to pay bills that were incurred
by PFC agents for the November, 1976 "homecoming in Grand Rapids."

3. List the names of the persons who made up the group of volunteers
called tne "scatter blitzers" (referred to on page 1 of December
31st letter). What duties did these persons have?



PAGE 2

Response:

See attached Exhibit 1 (1ist of persons on Wisconsin and Florida
"scatter blitzes"). Their duties were to smile, knock on doors,
say hello, shake hands, and request support for President Ford.

List dates and parts of the country where you were involved in
"scatter blitzing" for the Ford campaign.

Response:

February 21-22, 1976 -Florida
April 3- 4, 1976 -Wisconsin
May 2, 1976 -Indiana

Do you have any knowledge of a group called the Friends of the
President? If so, provide the following information:

) When was the group organized?

) Who were the group's officers?

) What was the purpose of the group?

) Describe your relationship to the group.

Response:

I have never heard of a group called "Friends of the President".

In connection with the organization of Friends of the First Family:
a) List the members of the Committee.

Response:

Peter F. Secchia and Jeff Davis.

b) How many meetings of the Committee were held and on what
dates?

Response:
The Committee held one organizational meeting on May 24, 1976.

c¢) Please include a list of all meetings at which any business

relating to contributions or expenditures on behalf of President

Ford was discussed or transacted.
Response:

May 24, 1976; the Conmittee of two operated very informally
and after its organizational meeting, conducted its business

by telephone. FEAFRA FLETIOY COMMISSION
(roleret T T L0y

Sea v 0L e e i
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d) Did the Committee ever operate under a different name? If so,
list the names the Committee used and note the time periods
when those names were used.

Response:
NO.

e) Were there any other officers or personnel of this Committee
aside from yourself and Mr. Jeff Davis? If so, please list
their names and describe their duties.

Response:
hNo.

f) Were any officers or personnel of the Committee other than
yourself former "scatter-blitzers" or former workers for the
President Ford Committee? If so, list these persons and
describe their duties.

Response:

Jeff Davis. Scatter-blitz only. Duites same as response to
No. 3 above.

' _ COMMENT

.In 1974 a po]1t1ca1 coomittee had been formed by Grand Rapids citizens,
""also named "Friends of the First Family". The sole purpose of this

~ committee was to support the candidacy of then Congressional candidate,
Paul Goebel. Immediately after that election, the committee was dissolved.

Thereafter, in 1976, the decision was made to use the same name for our
new committee because of its implied intimacy with the family of President
Ford. The purpose of this new committee was to support the candidacy of
Gerald Ford.

DOCUMENTS

You have also requested certain documents which deal generally with nmy
activities during the 1976 election campagin. The enclosed documents

are submitted in response to this request dated April 22, 1977, as

amended on June 3, 1977.
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CERTIFIED MAIL lz-1
RETURN RECEIPT REggESTBD

Mr. Peter F. Secchia

2833 Bonnell Avenue, S.E.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 = 3

ver . |

Re: MUR 320(76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

We received today your letter of May 10, 1977,
requesting a thirty-day extension of time in which to
respond to the Commission's request for information
of April 22, 1977.

Normally the Commission does not grant extensions
of time in these matters. While we appreciate the
fact that we made an earlier request for information
from you on December 7, 1976, to which you responded
on December 20, 1976, the Commission is of the
understanding that the materials now requested are
all available to you; therefore, we would appreciate
your response to our present request for information
promptly.

However, in light of the amount of material
requested from you in our April 22, 1977, letter, we
are willing to allow you an extension of time which
would make the new due date May 31, 1977.

If we can be of any further help to you please
do not hesitate to get in touch with Judy Browning,
the attorney assigned to this matter (phone: 202/523-4075).

Sincerely,

- William Oldaker
N General Counsel

B
JBrowning/scc 5/12/77 FEDERAL ELEOTIAN COMIMSSION

OFFICIAL FILE COPY

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
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' peter f.secchia

2833 BONNELL AVE.. S€. GRAND RAPIDS. MICNIGAN 49606

MAY 10, 1977

JUDY BRCWNING, Esa.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET NW
WaSHINGTON, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)
DEAR MS., BROWNING:

AFTER TALKING TO YOU LAST WEEK, [ DICTATED A 5 PAGE LETTER. AFTER
REVIBWING YOUR LETTER AND QUESTIONS...I NOTE IT IS GOING TO TAKE TIME TO
GO THROUGH TO ASCERTAIN WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.

[ WORKED ON THIS CVER THE WEEKEND, AND TODAY ] MUST LEAVE ON A BUSINESS
TRIP TO WISCONSIN. IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TC MEET THE DEADLINE AS SET (15
DAYS) .

IN OUR PREVIQUS CORRESPONDENCE, WE DISCUSSED THE FACT THAT LAST TIME YOU
WANTED A 15 DAY ANSWER. [ WORKED OVER THE ENTIRE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS,
AND PRESENTED TC YOU ON TIME...THEN WAITED FOR FOUR MONTHS TO HEAR BACK.
I MOPE THAT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT MY SITUATION REQUIRES ME TO PAY THE
GROCERY BILLS. My WIFE IS IN THE PROCESS OF ORDERING FURNITURE...THERE-
FORE, PETER MUST DO HIS THING, AND TRY TO SELL SOME LUMBER IN WISCONSIN.

UPON MY RETURN, | WILL REVIEW THE DOCUMENTS THAT WIFE HAS GATHERED, AND
FINALIZE THE LETTER FOR MAILING A WEEK FROM TODAY. HOPEFULLY 1T WILL
SATISFY YOUR REQUESTS. MAY I HAVE ANOTHER 30 DAYS?

THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION, AND I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU, OR HEARING

FROM yCu. IT IS FUN TO WORK WITH A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, WHEN THERE IS A
REAL PERSON THAT GOES WITH THE TITLE. HAVE A NICE DAY.

PETER

PES/ UH

Feom @8 ELEDVITN DM dfSSiun
TSN R A A Yo |
3::::;.'.:}‘».: 5 CLDY

e Copmiea
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SENDER: Co.’k'mlland!
® yout sddsess i the 'RETURN TO' space on
mem.

1. The following service is requested (check one).
[ Show to whom and date delivered. ... ... 15¢
ﬂ Show to whom, date, & address of delivery.. 35¢

) RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom and date delivered..... ....... 63¢

] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, date. and address of delivery 85¢
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

) MUR 321 (76)
Peter Secchia )

CERTIFICATION

1

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on April 14, 1977, the
Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel

that the letter, requesting additiona! information, attached to
the Merorandum to the Commission, dated Aoril 12, 1977, reaarding

MUR 321 (76). be sent.

gjorie W. Emmons
Secrwtary to the Commission




FEDERAL LLECTION COMMISSION
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April 15, 1977

FROM: Marjorie W. Emmons ‘((\

MEMORANDUM TC: Charles Steele

SUBJECT: MUR 221 (76)

The above-mentioned document was transmitted to the
Commissioners on April 13. 1977 at 2:00 a.m.

As of 10:00 a.m.. Avoril 15, 1977, no objections have
been received recardinc the staff recommendation in MUR 321 (76).

However. please note the attached auestions submitted by

Commissioner Aikens.
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