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Novemlhr 2, 1977

Mr. Feter F. Secchia
2833 Bonnell Ave. , S.E.
Grand Ra-ids, .ichican 49506

Re: MUR 321(7()

Dear Mr. Sach-a :

This is to noti-" you that th, Commission is
in reci:t of vour check for S577.

Enclosed is a copy
sic n0J all arties.
fo 'o'ur o*..- rcoO,,s

of the co:iciliation ak:rcement
This coiV is for you to keep

you for %our ccoc:erat e in this matter.

Sincer ly,

William . Oliaker
Cencral Counsel

En o Lsu" -

R'an,
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) MUR 121 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

Tils matter iavinc been initiated by the Federal Election

Com"mission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investiation the

CoiLmission havin found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

of the First Family Comittee (hereinafter referred to as

tie "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.441a(a)(1) (A);

...NOW, THEREFORE, the Coimission and the Respondent

having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.

§437q(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Co-mission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and thne subject matter of this case;

!I. The 's.oondent has voluntarily coopera-ted with the

Commission in supplying information an1o records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The Dertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-

bursement on behalf of the candidlao\" of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a funiraiser and

camp aiAner during the period of Jnnuary, 1976, to >hay, 1976.

tie was designated "Solicitor Numbro 9806" by the P usiuent Ford

Co:%ittee, and was authorized by hat Comittee t, :;olicit con-

tributions for the Ford President iaL Primary cam:xij1 n. In

addition, Peter F. Secohia led ofrous of individuals to Florida

in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin, in A+ril, l9 7 b, to campaign

on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for

these trips were paic for and coordinated by the President Ford

Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Milwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severini all ties with-tat ComittOe.

(4) Between the first wee, of " 7r, )7 , and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stepohen Mulder, contacted at least four attorne-s in the office

of the General Counsel and at lDast two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reportinq require.ents established

by the Act an" tne subject of independent expenditures.



-3-

(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a

aisbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan

primnary. This amount was first disclosed to the Comnuisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Comission on May 2S, 1976. This disbursement was identifi:cd

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) Durin.;- the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an exond.iture on behalf of the President Ford

- PrimIary campaigjn which was characterized as an "independent

expenditure," Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

with. Gerald Ford's cam"-aign committee or i:s agents.

B. FRIENDS DF THE FIRST FA1ILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(... Pn.....o. ,2 it Fa'nil registored as a

political conittee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Co"'i ittee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in earl- June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for
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communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

Thereafter, in Septenber of 1976, Friends of thc First Family

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 whiich was disclosed in a

repDort filed with the Com:ission on September 30, 1976, as

an "inaceenden: exenditure."

(4) Durin-. t'he oeriod o: May 10, 1976, through

September 23, >76, when Friends of the First 'Famil. was

making exeendit-ures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

wich were charac:erized by Friends of the First Family in its

report to the Comm:ssion as "independent expenditures," its

Chairman, Peter F. Secciia, had contacts of a campaign nature

wita representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

6VHEREFORE, Res-ondents and the Cormission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections .,iere the first such Clectionc to be rToverned by the

Federal Election CamDai n Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the re uuiations impleiMenting the Act, although made public on

ay 26, 1976, were not promuluated by the Cormission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).
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B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. V),

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arran,;ement, or authorization,

or at tie reuest, or suggestion of, or under the control of a

candidate, his agjents, or an authori.',wd committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rathou than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflectt,,i in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Car-paign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

§43i p) and §109.1kb) (4) of the Comis:;ion's Reg-iltions.

C. The entries contained in rc',- rts filed with the

Co:amission on Aay 28, July 9, and Septei iber 30, 11 76, regardin.z

the S1,234.79, $19,78.64 (expenditur-es made by Friends of the

First Fi-niiy) , and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in nis individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

"independent" within tIhe meaninj of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Comittee.

e s JioCs constitutoe Violations of the

contrib tion li:-its set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A).

F. Responuent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437j

(a) (6)(3) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of Two

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B)

for contributions made by Friends of the First Family which were

reported as independent expenditures.

G ENERAL CONDITIO.NS

I. The Commission, on reoquest of anvone filini i complaint under
2 U.S.C. a43(a) (I) , concernin the atters at issue herein, or on its

own motion, may reiew com)ianoe with this Aireement. If the r")'n. ,ission

believes that this Areement or ay remi irement theroo' has been violated,

it mav institute civil actio:' -or relief in the United States District

Court for the District or Cola.

II. It is mutualIy a :reeo ]:at this A lreement shall become erfective

as of the date that all oarties hereto have executed same and the Coais-

III. It is a;reod that Res::cnc-.e: snai a a'e no more than thirty (30)

days from the uate this A-reemen- becomes effect ive to complv with and

to implement the recu-ements co-an i" erein, and will so notify the

Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of rho -Darties hereto this da%

of , E971.

THU FZF)RV{L UXCTI)\ 'D'1 .. IS'SI N

Wilia. C Oldaker
,eneral oun sel

PETER 7. SECCIIIA

chia
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October 25, 1977

Mr. David R. Spiegel
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Cotmiission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: .IUR 321 (76)

dear 11r. Spiegel:

Enclosed is a copy of your letter to "ir. Ryan, stating the enclosed

"Conciliation Agreement" should be signed by me, and returned to the

Comnission's Office of General Counsel.

.Also enclosed is my check for S500.00. This is being sent to you,

hoping there will be no future legal expense (except for the charge for

having Ir. Ryan read this letter '

i etween tne narrassment from your Agency, and the legal charges for-
warded by .r. Ryan, i have "yielded' purely under the burden of har-
rassnent and personal financial discomfort.

Cordial ly.,

PetLerF. Secchia

P F S jil
encl •

cc: Tim;othy Ryan, Jr.
Leonard offius
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,CE::I PIED hAiL
RU2J ';R,::ECiI'? - i U. -N

,Ar. * . 'ill~eel:\" >X , Jr.
LDo-is, )(n, F,11 ,an & CoA.- a;o
20 0 K Street, <.,';.

Washincton, D.C. 20006

* i) ~
~ 14.)

0J

c", 2o~dission o:. 2co.,er._6, 1977.
ich- .'as a-

r, this o r? ,.:e is ts :story to r < L cn;, . Sechia,
Dlease have .i, n 1.., S ci? art . _f~ Of

neral Cocinst-- : ;noo a so7 S -nclose i chck for S50O -a,-
o U.L. Cre.isury. ". . K: -e:'e:t has been s4 ,ne

bv .2{_ :> r32. "D ; , .. i h, - o .

"'O , 1 :.I T c It so call atCDrney a s,:-nel

Si.ccrel ' yours,

/ /

./ iGe / ouns-

Assistant General Counsel
Encfl o sure

- . ..-
-. V.. ~-** -

Oct63b~ir 11#i 177

,rove& by

#- C - )-

|I

T: : c r:;]: o w u: ::":r-i:io:

I



Peter F. Secchia
-2,33 Bonnell Ave. SE

Grand Rapids, Mi. 49506

ar. ivid . Spiegel
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Comrisi

l - Str ot" "

, nas-nnton. ?.C 20'63



0

[-1)IR.AI R [I[(1 ION IO\N IISION
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. o 0 1an.., Jr.
DO is, 9W~n, 2ll.U<..n N o~a

A• " e ,-,

.vnc ;.h h nrov s ions
a Dro~oseJ coiliation

?otJ ission on cto:ber 6,

of 2 U.S.C. 373(a) (3) (.)
a-ree-ient ,hich was ap-
1977.

r= "kis a<reent is satisfactory to your client, :r. Secchia,
s.. n an' return it to the Co.%ission's Office of

: TDssl. h-e should also enclose a check for $3O0 made
c: :o h.~ '.S. rasurv Aftor the agr c .. nt has been si--ne

....... ... --ounsl, a coy will be st to you..

If "ou have any cjuestions,
se, .r nin .

please call the attorney assi"ner

Sincerel', yours,

David . iee
Assistant General Counsel

zncics:ro

.~

0 : S,2
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re~ecse

"UR 321 (76) JB
dress in the "RETUIN TO" owe oe

!I The following ervice is requested (check one).
[ Show to whom and date delivered ............ 15*

E Show to whom. date, & address of delivery.. 35s
-- '" SJ REi: I ED D)FI.I1VER

Show to whom and dat, df-lv,'rrd . 65
RESTRIcTED DEL.IVERY.
Show to whom, dat'. and address of delivery 85e

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSEDO TO: T Timothy Ryai
Loomis, Owen, Fellman & Colema

zI2020 K St., D.. 0

I~3 ARTICLE DESCRIPTION
REGISTERED NO. ETFE NO ISURIED NO.,

U CERTIFIE

(Akwey oban signatur. of adlcssO or,06)

I have received the a,"ticle described above.
SIGNATURE . Ahir,. Authoriztd agent

4. 4
DAK O VIJ Y POSTMARK

5ADQ$ m;Opiqtf Only of requested'-

6 UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE CLERK'S
CLERK'SINITIALS

G(W 9 S'S I-20A 456

6UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE.

I J

d m



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCILIA ) I

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Comvumission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

, Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.
C

§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Co mmission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the

Commission in supplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opp)ortunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a d is-

bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Word for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of Prcsident of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and

camtipaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

Cormnittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

Stributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida

in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign
on behalf of Mr. Ford' s candidacy. Some of the expenses for

Sthese trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a

disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisemiients urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan

primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Coimiuisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Commission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

expenditure,) Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

with Gerald Ford's campaign coniuittee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FA0MILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered as a

political committee with the Commission on June l, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Comii t tee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for
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communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the i

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family

disbursed an additio.nal $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

an "independent expenditure."

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was

making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its

r report to the Co-mission as "independent expenditures," its

Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign nature

with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

c'.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckler v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the re-ulations implementing the Act, although made public on

:lay 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Conmission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).
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B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditurii,!s made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or auvto:rizatiol,

or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control of a

candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

§ 4 31(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission' s Regulations.

IN C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by Friends of the

First Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondent's actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1)(A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 321 (76)

PETER F. SECCHIA

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election Commission,

do hereby certify that on October 6, 1977, the Commission determined by a

vote of 5-0 to approve the conciliation agreement submitted by the General

Counsel in the above-captioned matter.

Commissioner Staebler was not present at the time of the vote.

-Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission



Septobber '29* 197i

MMPNUM To: Marge Emmons

FRONT Eliusa T. Gar

.SUBJECT: MUR 321 Team #1

Please have the attached Memo on MOR 321 disttibuted

N to the: Commission and placed on the Compliawoe Agenda

fo te oumtson,,.eting of October 6, 11'

Thaink you.
r 7

C - : . i :: i '..,,, . _ :,!~i ; , .., : . .,,.-, / :i

i C !, : " :-.: :, :" ,: ' :\ -~ ~! . i , , ,?i:!



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

\\2 \S i R& 1. f)N i 4 

1AE. IDJ ?AJDU_ I

TO: :he Commission

ERk D.:l I:

SU BJ : 'iUR 321 (76) Conciliation Agreement

-. Attached hereto is the Conciliation Agreement in the
ahove-referenced !matter for ratification by the Com-mission.
I recomlend its approavl by the Coilmission.

The Agreement contains an admission that the respondents"r made expend'-" rs-~h c emiures which were not "independent" within the
:eaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(g). Respondents further admitthat their actions were in violation of the contribution

limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A), for which a civil
penalty totalling $500 will be paid.

Tn light of the alleged atte.mpts respondent Secchia made
to seek counsel on the legality of his activities and the
extent of his coooeration with the Office of 'General Counsel,
the total amount of the fine assessed is $500 rather than a
larger figure.

,40 Ut' ,



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Conmmission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

N supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Coinmission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

' Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.§441a(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.

§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the

Commission in supplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individui,1, made a dis-

bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald 1 . Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and

campaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

Cominittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida

in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign

on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for

these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May il, 1976, made a

disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan

primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Commission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

., expenditure," Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

with Gerald Ford's campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered as a

political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for



communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent exponditure."

Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

an "independent expenditure."

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First, Family was

making expenditE.ures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its

-report to the Commission as "independent expenditures," its

Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign nature

'1 with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the regulations implementing the Act, although made public on

Mlay 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).



B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, ni. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expendittAues made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorization,

or at the request, or suggestion of, or under thc. control of a

candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

§431(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations.

C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

- Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by Friends of the

r First Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. § 4 3 1(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondent's actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1)(A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for contributions made by Friends of the First Family

which were reported as independent expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1), concerning the matters at issue

herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this

Agreement. If the Commission believes that this Agreement or

any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute civil

action for relief in the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall become

effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed

, same and the Commission has approved the entire Agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondent shall have no more than

thirty (30) days from the date this Agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained herein,

and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of , 1977.

THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

By:

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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PETER F. SECCHIA

By:
Peter F. Secchia

fo
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September 13, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

I

'I

RE: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is the final draft of the Conciliation Agreement
in the above-referenced matter. As agreed, the changes regarding
contacts with the Commission staff and the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act are included in this draft.

In particular, the provision regarding contacts with the
Commission staff relates to the following conversations by
Stephen Mulder, Mr. Secchia's attorney in Grand Rapids, Michigan:

(1) The first three weeks of May, 1976--

Duty Officers in the Information Division;

(2) May 28, 1976-- Barry Shillito;

(3) June 4, 1976-- Barry Shillito;

(4) Various dates in July, 1976--

Dan Swillinger and Andrew Athy; and

(5) Various dates in August and September, 1976--

Beth Fagan.

I

JY)19 J!0WjK'(fY)



Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
September 13, 1977
Page Two

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.
Hopefully, the Commission will act on this Conciliation
Agreement in the very near future.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELL7AN & COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR: jr
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Peter F. Secchia
Leonard M. Hoffius, Esquire



131EIFORE', TIE FEDE!RAL E1"LECTION COU.iISSION

In thu Matter of )

FRIENDS OF TiHE F IRST FAMILY) MUR 32.1(76)

and

PETER F. SECCHIA

CONCTILIATION AGREEMEN T

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

r Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

Peter F. Seccnia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

7of the First Family Comittee (hereinafter referred to as

the "Respondents") , violated 2 U.S.C. §441 (a) (1) (A)

NOW, THEREFORE, the Coimission and the Respondents

having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2

U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commrission has jurisdiction over the Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. TIhe Respondents have voluntar'ily cooperated with

the CoimmiJssion in supplying information and records as

requested during the course of the investigation and have

had reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action

should be taken in this matter;



III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows

A. PETER F. SECOII - A

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a

disbursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the otffice of President

of the United States.
(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraise

and campaigner during the period January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was desicnated "Solicitor N,'umber 9806" by the President Ford

Committee, and was authorized by that Commd-ittee to solicit

contributions for the Ford Presidential. Primary campaign.

In addition, Peter F. SecChia led groups of individuals to

Florida in February, 1976, and to VVisconsin in April, 1976,

to campaign on behalf of 1r. Ford's candidacy. Some of the

expenses for these trips were paid for and coordinated bv

the President Ford Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the Presicdent Ford Copmmittee on May 10,

C7 1976, that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and

the final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney

contacted the office of the General Counsel and at least two

individuals in the Information Division, recarding the

reporting recluirements established by the Act and the

subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made

a disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper

advertisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the

Michigan primary. This amount was first disclosed to the

Commission by telegram dated May 13, 1.976, Lind then by a

report filed with the Commission on May :28, 1.976. This

disbursement was identified as an "independent expenditure".

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when

Peter F. Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the Presi-

dent Ford Primary campaign which was characterized as an

"independent expenditure", Peter F. Secchia had contacts of

a campaign nature with Gerald Ford' s campaign committee or

its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRS?' F?-IMILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

conmittee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered

as a political committee with the Copmission on June 1, 1976.

Its chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of

the Conmmittee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made dis-

bursements in early June, 1976, in thc aggregate amount of

$19,758.64 for coimunications urcing the nomination of

-3-



Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio 3nd New Jersey
primaries. This aggregate amount was discLosed in a reprt

filed with the Commission on July 9, .976, as an "indepen-

dent expenditure". Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends

of the First Family disbursed an additional. $1,204.79 which

was disclosed in a report tiled wvith the (.mmission on

September 30, 1976, as an "indepncldienit expei).liture".

(4) During the period May I0, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the .Fir:t Family was

making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in

N its report to the Commission as "independent expenditures",

its Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign

nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign coimmittee,

or its agents.

WHIEREFORE, Respondents and the Comission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged tlat the 1976 primary and

general elections w'ere the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaiqn Act, as amended; that

portions of the previous campaign act had been found unconsti-

tutional by tie Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S.

1 (1976), and that the regulations implementing the Act,

although :,ade public on .a 26, 1.976, were not promulgated

by the Coimission until Aprl 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or

-4-



authorization, S at the re('uest, or sug;Lon of, or under

the control of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized

committee of a candidate, are contributions under the Act

rather than independent expenditures. This construction is

reflected in the 1976 Amendments to the Vedetral Election

Campaign Act, as -codified in 2 U.S.C. § 4 3 1 (p) and §109.1(b)(4)

of the Commission's Recjulations which wre printed in the

Federal Regjister on May 26, 1976, and August 25, 1976, and

promulgated on April 13, 1977.

C. ThV entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976,

Nregarding the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by

Friends of the First Family), and $1,752.17 (expenditures
made by Peter F. Secchia in his individual capacity), were

characterized by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

These expenditures are not "independent" within the meaning

of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Eaci of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind

to the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A)

F. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §43'79(a) (6) (B) for personal contribu-

tions reported as independent expenditures.

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

-5-



penalty in the#ount of T vu Hundred Fif tyql.ars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B) for contributions made

by Friends of the F-irst Family which were reported as indepen-

dent expenditures.

G ENEPAL CONDITIONS:

i. The Coimmission, on request of anyone .il.ngj a

complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437. (a) (1) , concerning the matters

at issue herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance

with this Agreement. If the Commission believes that this

Agreement or any requirement thereof has been violated, it
may institute civil action for relief in the United States

District Court for the District of Columbia.

-, II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall

beco:,e effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Comission has approved the entire

Agreement.

III. It is acreed that Respondents shall have no more

than thirty (30) days .f'om the da this Agreement becomes

effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained herein, and will so notify the Comxmission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

dav , 1977.

THi FEDERAL ELECTION COMM-ISSION

By: _______

WVILLIAI,4 C. OLDAKER
General Counsel

-6-
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PETER F. S.ECCLIA

PETER F S CC A .. ..
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FR IEINDS OF TiiiE FI"oT FAMILY

By:
PETER F. SECCHIIA, Chairman



LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN
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Ms. Judith Browning, Esquire
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463
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Ms. Judy Browning
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Re: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed are two copies of the Conciliation

Agreement in the above-referenced matter. Your attention

to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWEN_, FELLMAN & COLEMAIN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR/mmc
Enclosures

August 18, 1977



BEFORE HE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of *

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY * MUR 321(76)

and *

PETER F. SECCHIA *

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pur-

- suant to information obtained in the normal course ot its

N supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends of

the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as the

"Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Conmission and the Respondents having

duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with

the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records

during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-

tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this

matter;
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III. The pertinent facLs in this matter are as follows:

A. PETER F. SECCHIA

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disburse-

ment on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

2) Respondent worked as a fundraiser and cam-

paigner for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign during the

period January, 1976 to May, 1976. He was designated "Solicitor

Number 9806" by the President Ford Commnittee, and was authorized

Nby that Committee to solicit contributions [or the Ford Presi-

Ndential Primary campaign. In addition, Respondent led groups

of individuals to Florida in February, 1976 and to Wisconsin

in April, 1976 to campaign on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy.

e_ Some of the expenses for these trips were paici for and coordinated

by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator

for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was

severing all ties with that Committee.

4) On a number of occasions, Respondent or his

attorney contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types

of activity, including "independent expenditures", which were

acceptable under the Act.

5) Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disburse-

ment in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging

the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan primary. This

amount was first disclosed to the Conmission by telegram dated
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May 13, 1976 and then by a report filed with the Commission on

May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified as an "independent

expenditure".

6) During the month of May, 1976, while Respon-

dent made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford Primary

campaign which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",

Respondent had contacts of a campaign nature with Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

1) Respondent is a political committee which

made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United States.

r 2) Respondent registered as a political conmittee

with the Conmission on June 1, 1976. It's Chairman was Peter F.

Secchia, who acted on behalf of the Counittee.

3) Respondent made disbursements in early June,

1976 in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for communications

urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio

and New Jersey primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in

a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "indepen-

dent expenditure". Thereafter, in September of 1976, Respondent

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report

filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an "independent

expenditure".

4) During the period May 10, 1976 through
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September 23, 1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on

behalf of the President Ford campaign which were characterized

by Respondent in its report to the Con-mission as "independent

expenditures", its Chairman, Peter F. Secchi, had contacts

of a campaign nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Conunission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the .976 primary and

general. elections were the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions

of the previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by

the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the regulations implementing the Act, although made public

on May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court stated that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, prearrangement, or authori-

zation, or at the request, or suqgestion of, or under the control

of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of the

candidate, are contributions under the Act rather than independent

expenditures. This construction is reflected in 2 U.S.C. 5431(p)

and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations which were

printed in the Federal Reqister on May 26, 1976, and promulgated

on April 13,1977.

C. The entires contained in reports filed with the
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Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 regarding

the said $1,204.79, $19,758.64, and $1,752.17 were mistakenly

characterized by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

D. Each of said entries shall bo amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contr:ib utions-in-kind to

the President Ford Conmittee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted a technical

violation of the contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a

(1) (A).

F. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions

reported as independent expenditures.

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6)(B) for contributions made by

the Friends of the First Family which were reported as independent

expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may' review compliance with this agreement.

If the Conmission believes that this acjreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.
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II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shll

become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approvo the entire

agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shai ,i, have no more than

thirty (30) days from the date this agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

___. day of , 1977.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Bv

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

By
Peter F. Secchia, Chairman

PETER F. SECCHIA

Peter F. Secchia, Individually
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August 3, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is our counter-proposal in the above-referenced
matter. If you have any suggested modifications to this
conciliation agreement please contact me today before 3:30 P.M.,
if possible, since I will be out of the office until Monday
after that time.

Many thanks for your continued cooperation and assistance

in this matter.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR: j r

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Leonard M. Hoffius, Esquire



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the matter of *

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY *
• MUR 321(76)

and *

PETER F. SECCHIA

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pursuant

to information obtained in the normal course t-f its supervisory

responsibilities, and after investigation the Commission having

found reasonable cause to believe that the Friends of the First

Family, a registered political committee, and Peter F. Secchia,

an individual and Chairman of that Committee (hereinafter referred

to as the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1)(A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents having

duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)( 5 ),

do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with

the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records

during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-

tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter;
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III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY.

1) Respondent is a political committee which

made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United States.

2) Respondent registered as a political committee

with the Commission on June 1, 1976.

3) Respondent made disbursements in early June,

1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,372.00 for communications

urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio

and New Jersey primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in

a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an indepen-

dent expenditure. Thereafter, in September of 1976, Respondent

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report

filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an independent

expenditure.

4) During the period May 10, 1976 through

September 23, 1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on

behalf of the President Ford campaign which were characterized by

Respondent in its reports to the Commission as "independent expen-

ditures", Respondent's Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts

of a campaign nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign

committee or its agents.

B. PETER F. SECCHIA._

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disbursement
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on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican

Party nomination to the office of President of the United States.

2) Respondent worked as a fundra- iser and campaigner

for the Ford Presidential campaign during thle period January, 1976

to May,, 1976. Hie was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the

President Ford Committee, and was authorized by that Committee

to solicit contributions for the Ford Presidential campaign. In

addition, Respondent led groups of individuals to Florida in

February, 1976 and to Wisconsin in April, 1976 to campaign on

behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for these

trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator

for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was

severing all ties with that Committee.

4) On numerous occasions, Respondent or his attorney

contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types of activity,

including "independent expenditures", which were acceptable under

the Act.

5) Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disbursement

in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging the

election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan primary. This amount

was first disclosed to the Commission by telegram dated May 13, 1976

and then by a report filed with the Commission on May 29, 1976.

This disbursement was identified as an "independent expenditure".

6) During the month of May, 1976, while Respondent
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made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",

Respondent had contacts of #.i campaign nature with Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and

general elections were the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions

of the previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by

.N the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the regulations implementing the Act were not promulgated

by the Commission until April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court stated that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, prearrangement, or authori-

zation, or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control

Nof a candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of the

candidate, are contributions under the Act rather than independent

expenditures. This construction is reflected in 2 U.S.C. §431(p)

and §109.1(b)(4) of the Commission's Regulations which were

printed in the Federal Register on May 26, 1976, and promulgated

on April 13, 1977.

C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 regarding
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the said $1,204.79 and $19,372.00 were mistakenly characterized

by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted a technical,

although unintentional, violation of the contribution limits

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(l) (A).

F. Respondent, Friends of the First Family, will pay

a civil penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g (a) (6) (B)

- GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall become

effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed

same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shall have no more than
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thirty (30) days from the date this agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of , 1977.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

Peter F. Secchia, Chairman

Peter F. Secchia, Individually
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MS. JUDY BROWNING, ESQUIRE
THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20463
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July 28, 1977

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of Mr. Peter Secchia, we acknowledge receipt
of your letter dated July 22, 1977, wherein you state that the
Commission has determined that there is reasonable cause to
believe that Mr. Secchia has committed a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (1) (A) as affected by §44la(a) (7) (B) (1) of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As noted during our previous conversations with Ms.
Browning and Mr. Steel, we are prepared to meet as soon as
possible to discuss a reasonable conciliation agreement.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWENj FEjMt

T. Timothy Ryaj, Jr

I

& COLEMAN

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia

6

TTR: jr
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William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

The Federal Election Commission

1325 "7 Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The above-described material was ',mved from this
file pursuant to the fo lowi:' oxe C: t: i.ovided in the
Freedesu of Lnforxmation Act, 5 U.S.C. Sr," 'on 552(b)

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and

practices

(3) Exe:'ted by other
st a tu to

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial in:ormation

(5) Internal Documents

(00) Personal privacy

() Investigatory
files

(I) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

Sin
dat 7

FC 9 - 21-77
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
125Ii K ST Et N.W July 22, 1977
WASHINGIONDC 20463

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

On July 20, 1977, the Commission determined that there
is reasonable cause to believe that you have committed a
violation of 2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (1) (A) as affected by S441a(a)
(7) (B)(1) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

N. amended, by reporting expenditures made by yourself and the
Friends of the First Family as independent. Specifically,
this violation involves $1752.17 paid for newspaper advertise-
ments on May 11, 1976, and $20,963.43 of expenditures made by
the Friends of the First Family during the period June 1,

_ 1976 through September 23, 1976.

The Commission has a duty to correct such violations for a
period of 30 days by informal methods of conference, concilia-
tion and persuasion and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5) (A). If we are unable to reach agreement
during that period, the Commission may upon a finding of

- probable cause to believe a violation has occurred, institute
civil suit. 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5) (B).

Please advise me at your earliest opportunity whether you
desire to conciliate in this matter. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Browning (telephone number 202/523-4073), the
attorney assigned to this case.

Sinc rely,

Willia C. Oldaker
General Counsel

cc: Tim Ryan

I;'p
6
.,'
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me *Peter Seacia
2B33 omme*, .3.
Grad aid, nic igmn 49506

Me MM 321 (76)

Der Mr. Sechia:

On July 20, 1977, the C imion etmed btere
o Li reasoable caue to believe that you bM eoi.---a
vio4ation of 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1) (A) as aOFCted bj 1443 aa)

r,, (7) (5) (1) of. te Federa Ele4tion C9a14iU Act Of i971, u
aLUUed, by r e ituzes made v by Ym fad the
Friends of the irt Family as i-d--at. S ifialy,
this violation Involves, $1752-- 17 pa I .. pap advete-
ants on may 3., 1976, and $20,963.43 of axp ies sade by

C the Friends of the rivet ramily during the period Jn 1,
1976 throWuh Soptehe 23, .976.

Yii Caissoshas a duty to correct s'a iolationme a
period of 30 days by infarmal hods of osnmo.. asow a-
tics and persuasIon and to eater Into a mLLato ag wm t.
2 U.S.C. $437g(a) (5) (A). Xf vW -am uable to.eh agrkmt

cc during that period, the C dseio my upo. a f.din o
probable me to believe a violation has o r, Mist
cvLl suit. 2 U.S.C. S43?gqa)C)(S).

Please advise m at your earliest opporStuity wheter you
desire to ocociliate In this matter* If you have may qiutions,
please onta Judy Browning (telephone ndnr 202/523-4073), the
attorney assiged 6o this case.

Sincerely.

Geaeral Counsel

CcRYfl. 4 :'

•/77

3 gr':. . . a , •. .. . ,, °,, .,,.
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 321 (76)

Peter Secchia )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on July 20, 1977, the Commission

determined by a vote of 5-0 to find Reasonable Cause to Believe

a violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a)(1)(A) had been committed

in the above-captioned matter. Voting for this determination

were Commissioners Aikens, Staebler, Harris, Thomson, and Tiernan;

Commissioner Springer was not present at the time of the vote.

Se retary to the Commission



July 15t 1977

MBJRANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Marjorie Roma

Elissa T. Garr

MUR 321 (76)

Please have the attached General Counse l q*Mport

on MUR 321 (76) distributed to the Comission and
p
placed on the Agendatfor the Cmission meeting of

July 20, 1977.

IN

W,7



In the Matter of )
)

MUR 321 (76)
Peter Secchia )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REFWORT

I. Allegations.

This case concerns the question of whether certain expenditures

made by respondent Peter Secchia and a committee organized and chaired

by him, Friends of the First Family, were independent expenditures

as reported by respondent, or whether they were instead contributions-

in-kind to Gerald Ford. If the expenditures are found to be

contributions-in-kind, a reporting violation (2 U.S.C. s.434(b) as

affected by s.434(b)(13)) will have occurred. In addition, respon-

dent and his committee will have violated 2 U.S.C. s.441a(a)(1)(A)

as affected by s. 441a(a) (7) (B) (i)

During the course of the investigation of this matter, evidence

was uncovered which seemed to indicate that the Friends of the

First Family, which had registered as a committee on Junel, 1976,

was involved in the Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Failure to

rejister in a timely fashion is a violation of 2 U.S.C. s. 433(a).

II. Commission Action.

On December 2, 1976, the Commission found reason to believe

a violation of 2 U.S.C. s.441a had occurred with respect to the

expenditures made by respondent and Friends of the First Family

which were reported as "independent." In a December 31, 1976,

letter to the Commission, respondent's counsel set forth an
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account of respondent's contacts with the President Ford Comittee

(PFC) both before and after he began making the allegedly indepen-

dent expenditures.

Due to certain gaps in this account of respondent's relation-

ship with the PFC, a second Commission inquiry was made in April,

1977, and after meeting with respondent's counsel and granting an

extension of time in which to respond, a response to this second

inquiry was received on June 20, 1977. The response included over

200 pages of documentation (correspondence and memoranda to the

~file) relating to campaign plans, solicitations, transfers, and

Sreimbursements involving respondent, Friends of the First Family

and the PFC.

III. Evidence.

1. Independent Expenditures.

On May 11, 1976, respondent placed newspaper advertisements

costing $1352.17 which advocated the election of Gerald Ford and

were reported as independent expenditures. Subsequently, Friends

of the First Family, a single-candidate political committee registered

on June 1, 1976, which was organized and chaired by respondent, made

expenditures of $23,011.78 on behalf of the Ford campaign during

the period June 1, 1976, through September 23, 1976, which it

reported as "independent."

Prior to making these "independent" expenditures, in January,

1976, respondent had begun fundraising activities as "Solicitor no.

9806" for Ford's principal campaign committee, the PFC. In addition

to his fundraising responsibilities, he initiated, organized, and

helped implement a campaign tactic which he called "scatter blitzing"

wherein he and groups of Grand Rapids, Michigan, citizens would
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travel to a state where a primary election was about to be held

and campaign on behalf of Ford. The particular states visited

were apparently those suggested by President Ford or his campaign

staff. These campaign "blitzes" would be paid for andto some extent

coordinated with the PFC. Respondent would attempt to collect

enough contributions for PFC on each "blitz" to cover the cost

of the trips. (For a brief description of the scatter blitzes

and their financial arrangements, see attached Documents #11 and

#149.)

Respondent contends that he severed all ties with the PFC

on May 10, 1976, shortly before he began making expenditures which

he reported as independent. However, the nature of his earlier

relationship with PFC, combined with the fact that he did have

continued contacts with President Ford and the PFC staff after

May 10, 1976, give rise to a presumption that any expenditures

made by him and his Friends of the First Family committee

-were not independently made but were rather contributions-in-

>kind to Ford. (For a discussion of this presumption, see

Legal Analysis below.)

In order to determine whether the evidence submitted by

respondent rebuts the presumption that the expenditures in question

were contributions-in-kind, it is necessary to describe in some

detail the relationship he had with the PFC both before and after

May 10, 1976, the date on which he allegedly severed ties with

the PFC. That relationship seems best described by referring to

copies of selected campaign-related correspondence which respondent

submitted to the Commission.
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Selected List of Pre-May 10, 1976, Communications:

-Document #37 (Jan. 14, 1976) PFC Office of Finance Chairman asks
respondent to raise funds for the PFC.

-Document #53 ATTACHED (Mar.30, 1976) Respondent senc.L;PFC staff
campaign idea and leaves decision and further instructions up to PFC.

-Document #54 ATTACHED (Apr.12, 1976) Respondent refers to discussion
with PFC personnel regarding the Texas campaign and mentions formu-
lation of list of persons to help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document #55 (Apr.15, 1976) Respondent mentions to PFC Finance
Chairman that he has been asked to round up $250 contributions for
matching fund purposes.

-Document #56 & #57 (Apr.19, 1976) Respondent sends PFC Midwest
Coordinator a list of "Pertinent Names in Northern Indiana" to
help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document :58 (April 23, 1976) Respondent asks PFC to advance
money for the Indiana "blitz" requested by PFC Midwest Coordinator.

-Document #108 & #109 ATTACHED (Apr.26, 1976) Respondent contacts
a fellow blitzer mentioning that the President has asked that they
consider PFC Midwest Coordinator's request to blitz Indiana. Expenses
will be paid by PFC and blitzers will raise an equal amount of

- contributions to cover PFC's payments.

-Document #59 ATTACHED (April 26, 1976) Respondent alerts PFC that

they missed an opportunity to get Michigan people involved in a
newspaper poll. Letter mentions names of various PFC personnel
whom respondent attempted to contact.

Selected List of Communications from May 10, 1976, on:

-Document #62 ATTACHED (May 10, 1976) Respondent notifies PFC
Midwestern Coordinator he is going to sever PFC ties and henceforth
work independently.

-Document #64 & #65 ATTACHED (May 13, 1976) Memo to file from
respondent noting that he has decided to work independently.
Respondent notes he is to meet with White House Advance team to pre-
pare for President's trip to Grand Rapids during the Tulip Festival.
Respondent discusses appearances he has arranged for members of Pres.
Ford's family.

-Document #66 ATTACHED (May 19, 1976) Respondent forwards check to
White House since he may "no longer have any contact with President
Ford committee."
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-Document #67 & #68 ATTACHED (undated) Memo to the file from respon-
dent noting problems he had had with PFC. This document notes
a number of contacts and coordination between respondent and PEC staff.

-Document #70 ATTACHED (May 25, 1976) Letter to other persons who are
working "independently" noting that a handful of delegates are needed,
especially in Ohio and New Jersey, so a new Friends of the First Family
is to be formed,and it will support the President in Ohio and New Jersey.

-Document #74 ATTACHED (June 7, 1976) Respondent writes to two "blitzers"
to congratulate them on their recent trip and tells them he will
notify the President of their success. A copy of the letter is sent
to President Ford's secretary.

-Document #75 ATTACHED (June 15, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting that he has discussed the contributor's help
with the President.

-Document #76 ATTACHED (June 21, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting he will be meeting with the President that week.

-Document #78 ATTACHED (July 12, 1976) Respondent writes PFC media
manager Wilhite to thank him for meeting with respondent,and notes
he iswilling to give any support necessary if Wilhite will just call him.

~--Document #80 ATTACHED (July 30, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher mentioning he has just been in New York trying to arrange
for production of a film for President Ford. Respondent notes he
is no longer involved in independent committee activity and can now
"talk to you at will." [Note, however, that Friends of the First
Family reported making independent expenditures on behalf of Ford
through Sept. 23, 1976.]

-Document #81 (Aug. 2, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a contributor
to Friends of the First Family.

-Document #82 ATTACHED (Aug. 6, 1976) Letter from PFC staff to respon-
dent confirming plans for him to make a speech in August at Republican
Convention in Kansas City.

ATTACHED
-Document #83 & #84/(undated - apparently late August, 1976) Memo
to the file from respondent discussing his indecision whether to
remain "independent" or take part in a Detroit Salute to the President
dinner. This memo also notes various contacts respondent had with the
new PFC Director, President Ford, and Senator Dole during a post-
convention meeting in Vail, Colorado.

-Document #86 (Aug. 31, 1976) Respondent writes PFC Director noting
"if there is a spot for me within the system . . . I am at your
command . . . just tell me what, when, and where." (Em phasis in original.)

-Document #88 ATTACHED (Sept. 8, 1976) Respondent writes First Lady
telling her he is too closely connected to staff, committee, cabinet,
and members of the President's family "to continue working independently."

-Document #89 ATTACHED (Sept. 9, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher advising him he finds it impossible to sever his relationship
with the Ford family and PFC, and thus he wishes to discontinue "the
independent route."
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-Document #93 (Sept. 28, 1976) PFC Director writes respondent
thanking him for his Sept. 3, 1976, letter assessing the political
climate in Mississippi.

Legal Analysis and Recommendation: During the period when most of

respondent's and Friends of the First Family's "independent" activity

was taking place, the 1976 amendments (specifically 2 U.S.C. S431(p)

which defines "independent expenditures") and the Supreme Court

decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), specifically

footnote 53 at 46-47) were in effect. The law as it applied to

independent expenditures during the summer of 1976, then, spoke

of independent expenditures as those expenditures which were made

Without cooperation or consultation with any candidate
or any authorized committee or agent of such candidate
and which is not made in concert with, or at the request
or suggestion of, any candidate or any authorized committee
or agent of such candidate (2 U.S.C. §431(p))

and without

cooperation with or with the consent of a candidate, his
agents, or an authorized committee of the candidate...
(Buckley v. Valec, id. at 47))

Subsequently, after the expenditures in question were made, the

Commission printed in the Federal Register regulations which it

had approved and submitted to Congress. The relevant portion of

the regulations, 109.1(b) (4), states that a presumption is raised

that an expenditure is not independent if the expender has been

authorized to raise or expend funds or has received reimbursement

from the candidate's committee.

In this case, respondent was authorized to raise and expend

funds and was reimbursed by the PFC. While the regulations were not

in effect at the time respondent made the questionable payments,

the presumption set forth in regulation 109.1(b) (4) is an evidentiary

one, based on the existence of a specific set of facts from which
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can be drawn an inference that a particular expenditure is not

independently made. The presumption that one who is a fundraiser

for or has been reimbursed by a candidate's authorized committee

cannot make an independent expenditure is within the realm of

reasonable probability or certitude; thus, the 109.1(b) (4)

presumption is an obvious and operative interpretation of the

1976 amendments to the Act and Buckley v. Valeo. While this

presumption is rebuttable by respondent, the copies of corres-

pondence and memoranda submitted by respondent strongly suggest

that he did consult with President Ford and the PFC, and that

he did have knowledge of campaign plans made available to him

- from the candidate and committee on which he was able to base

Sdecisions regarding the making of "independent" expenditures.

It is important to note that respondent's submission of

documents does indicate that he was sincere in his desire to

obey the Act. In his correspondence and memoranda he frequently

mentioned that he had discussed with legal counsel the making

of independent expenditures and was aware that they must be

unauthorized and without coordination with the candidate or the

PFC, and that contact with the PFC and President Ford was

improper. Upon several occasions respondent warned the PFC

fundraisersthat he had "maxed out", i.e. met his contribution

limits under the Act and asked to be taken off the list of

potential contributors. Moreover, he warned others that they
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should not exceed the $1000 personal contribution limit and

informed scatter blitzers that they could use the $500 con-

tribution exception for unreimbursed travel expenses.

In addition, respondent's December 3]stresponse to the

Commission plus the documents he submitted suggest that his

relationship with the PFC was mainly one initiated and promoted

by respondent and not the PFC. The scatter blitzing campaign

tactic seems to have been a Secchia brainchild, without much

input, direction or even recognition on the part of the PFC.

Most of the correspondence is from respondent to the PFC

staff rather than from the PFC staff to respondent. Respondent's

repeated desire to stay within the bounds of the Act, and his

confusion as to the state of the election law immediately before

and after passage of the 1976 amendments would seem to mitigate

the seriousness of the violation.

Recommendation: It is recommended that with regard to

the independent expenditure violation (2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (1)

(A)), a reasonable cause to believe finding be made, and a

conciliation agreement admitting such a violation be entered

into.

In addition, a §434b reportin

respect to expenditures reported a

believe finding was made as to tha

report; however, this violation is

is based on the same set of facts

Therefore, it is recommended that

cause to believe a 434b violation

g violation has occurred with

s independent. No reason to

tt violation in the 48-hour

a derivative one in that it

as is the 441a violation.

the Commission find reasonable

has occurred.

9-

0
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2. Failure to Register a Political Committee in a Timely

Fashion.

During the course of the investigation of the independent

expenditure matter, evidence was uncovered which seemed to

indicate that the Friends of the First Family, which had

registered as a committee on June 1, 1976, was involved in the

Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Correspondence and

memoranda to the file from respondent used the name'"Friends of

the First Family" in the context of receiving contributions

which were apparently then transferred to the PFC. Since,

during the time of this activity, Friends of the First PFamily

was not a registered political committee, a violation of

2 U.S.C. §433(a) was indicated.

However, documents submitted to the Commission by respondent

and a conversation with respondent's counsel suggest that "Friends"

was only a loosely organized group of Grand Rapids citizens who

did voluntary campaign work for the President by "scatter

bl i tzing." The PFC made advances to cover transportation costs

of the group, and then the volunteers reimbursed the PFC for

these advances, usually in the amount of each volunteer's portion

of the travel expenses. At first the group reimbursed the PFC

by checks made out to the "Friends of the First Family," but

this practice was quickly changed, and checks made out to the

PFC were substituted.

v v
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Legal Analysis: The blitzers' reimbursing the PFC for

travel advances would amount to an "unreimbursed payment for

travel expenses made by an individual who on his own volunteers

his personal services to a candidate," and thus would not fall

within the definition of contribution or expenditure under the

Act. (2 U.S.C. §431(e)(5)(D)). As a result, the definiton of

_ political committee would not apply to this group of volunteers

(2 U.S.C. §431(d)).

The argument that respondent used "Friends" as an informal

name for this voluntary group is supported b the fact that in the

documents submitted by respondent, reference is made to other

names used for the scatter blitzers, e.g., "Ford's Raiders,"

"Friends of the President," and still other names for special

interest blitzers, e.g., "Bartenders for Ford," "Farmers for

Ford," and "Democrats for Ford."

On May 25, 1976, respondent wrote to some of his acquaintances

noting his plans to "reform our 'Friends of the First Family

Committee.' The necessary papers have been filed, and we will

attempt to raise funds in this area to support the President in

Ohio..." (See Document #70, ATTACHED.)

Recommendation: Since the name "Friends of the First Family"

did not refer to a particular identifiable group of persons before

June 1, 1976, and since the reimbursements to the PFC for travel

expenses incurred by the group were not political contributions

or expenditures, it is recommended that no violation of 2 U.S.C.

§433(a) be found to have occurred.
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WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
GENERAL COUNSEL
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Ayril1 26,17 Re: Sa turday i or D

i;r.7 Stu Spencer
Mne Pres~ident Ford Coxdttee
1-328 L, d

0 -ar Stu:

ThOught you aiight like this brought to your attzntion. On Saturday tcorning,
A~pril 24, the Detroit Free Press ran their questions in the "Sound Offo
coluixn. "The New York Tizaes/CSS Nlews poll shows that President Ford seems
to have dispelled "any of the doubts about his ccmpeteiace ansd abilities as a
leader over the last three months. Has your confidence In the President ina-

-. cre.dsed lately?"

This is vot a sa~iple poll. Each tii~e you telephone the nLL.ber to vote 'yeso... your vote is recorded. If you care to make a cc-inent you are allowed to
do so oni tape,

I ~r 1ed t o a dvise aver-'orn aond 0,~n "'- ;e - ' e.l L £ vrt to
elet involved. 'Ve could icok bad in the Sunday paper.

___There -,ias nio ans~wer at the P-esidont Ford Ccmivttte in Washington; tbaere was
P. wa olcate Mr. Pater Fletcher of Michia; s 14 ~ae several cIall rwu
Grand Rapids L-Vself. But because this was. long distance, and because I did

_ rThtt~obeo.-~ ahT~ vsil frlend, I finally contacte ohn Hol t In
-Las __ejas.

Att-achned are the results. Later in the rzoa-ning I received an answer at the
Office frca his secretary, who szaid she A'-ad heard frcn Tin, Austin at the
White House (*,hcw I had calle~d earlier). At that tinne she had still done
nothing. fiaybe a little thno like this m~eans nothing...tut if so, they why
are vie prln;ttin positive comzronts in the "Prsident Ford Netsa on what is
being s~aid in the ne- ,paper, if w~e let sc.,retlhrng like this show so negative?

asle asep?

LordJi alIly,

Peter F. Sacchia (
cc: h'r. Skip Watts j

PF5/j

j1) OCS9

- -



I.ay lu, 1976Mr. John Holt

Midwestzrn Coordinator
President Ford Coirittee
I328 L N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear John:

In sorry but it isn't working. I have cecided to s-_g)r._
':1 th the President Ford Com:i ttze,and threfore.. a ],edestlved

tha e-norcards.-a.t ) ,. fOrWard_. Lorc coatribtutions.

Ti.e coat;irual changing of course, the failure to return phor;a calls,
.te failure to release press cn the previous blitzes, has convinced

i:e that I must wiork independently--on U. own.

Your hdandling a man who means an awful lot to me and my fa ,ily.
Uor ing through you, and your comittoe, has been a coplete disaster.
Since I have mnaxedo out on contrib-utlons, and just atout i-eached r yr
r-axinmu Oassu ption of expenseu=, I feel that aqxthi nqa acc ;,.plIshed by

_[ ',e frmi V2 .i . -on Ihu~d be don. In the Reagan fashion as a.__-
depn~ent ~an unauthvoized* person.

I azi alraady enjoying zay new stature. Solicitor 'io. OLJU6 is now a
i,; ,l~er of the great silent majority. Sorry it didn't iork, ani we
will all know next Tuesday just how bad it *,,was.

Cordially,

Peter

PFS/jh
cc: Nr. ,,ax Fisher

,' OUG
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The President will not be staying at my house because we really don't

want really want to tie the association that close to me, and since I am now doing

my independent action of which the President knows nothing.. .it is best that way.

He has opted out for a quiet evening, and now we think that Jack might be coming

in .onday so I hdve booked him on the buck Mlatthows Show; Eye litness this Noon;

and quite possibly Calvin College. It would be nice if he ut in Saturday night

and went to the "Up With People" concert...the Hospital benefi t that will be there.

6ut as the schedules change, i.e., the President is going to the Tulip Festival...

no; the First Lady is going to the Tulip Festival .... no; But Susan is going to the

Tulip Fes tival ... That all happened in tne last trrce days, and I really don't know:

hnat is going to happen this ,,eekend as of iK,i.

The lady who posed as a UPI r"Lreset ive in LtI, l..lland area cannot be

found. Tihere is some question r-aybe sih: was a , plnt to get everyone excited

tnat t re1 P sIdt - t s c - I i ,- Lack to e Co ,tv tha t v e i-.i ii is first pluerality.

. ut the-re is no 'y w,,e will Evur prove that...so all we rL tr'ving to do is appease

the p eople at this point in tir;;e.

Tne greeting at the airport is not ctti- an thing on the radio, and

the coai-,'ttce that has bue chosen to do so t 1t could lc.i profile it, doesn't seem

to unders tand th1at they have to call ttue reis r and radio people...and kiss their

fannies i. 'e are going to hLave a diifficul t ti~e (jetting a cro,.'n out unless they do

that. Tne only other event going on Sunday is that VarJur',"en is goin; to be at

the C radio picnic.. .so .,-e can't very ,el take the First Lady d,.n , v,ithout raining

on his rate. So uti r,. is on tie bV. for , y ,,c<t l,,ibly a visit to

U ncle ioy.. .ald so : TV it,ZCrvi ,.s. Yut...j c l. ,, , r'.thirg about tie TV

i1 terviev.,,s last tigiht. I o:., r .hy?



Itay 19, 1976

1 is. 1kildred Leonard
Presidential Secretary
Ine ;rilitie Ho'Use
toashingLon, D.C. 20500

Lbear ildred:

Since I no 1ojn Tr have
C~i tree"..•.vould you
the proper Person?

any contact with the "President Ford
pleise see that this check gets to

Also enclosed is a letter fre Toi Cox. HIII has requested that
the President review his coj.-ients. Please have t"e Fresident
drop him a line acknowl1dIjing receipt of these co;;;ents.

Cordially,

Peter

t6 S/"h
L.' IC 1

w

1/.



PROBLEMS WITH THE PRESIDENT FORD) CAM, PAIGN COMMITTEE

E XA.PL E S

1. At my r:!eting with ROG ',)RiON and STU Si"CER. S•NAR GRIFFI,%, etc.
R MG1 N j',RT0N g.3ve us a phone nu,:--ber (a r rr in Cal i fornia by the name of

CAULtLR). lie would be doing the sTe as our "Fricr.; of the First Family
Cov;:it t c. After 1 left your office I plann ad t Lo r k in Cali fornia_2__and
later c,1,n(ed my mind.. .fiuring I could work best in Ohio, where we had a
close delegate race. I then found three districts t,,.ere the Rea-;an people
(and tihe PFC people) were asleep.. It was decided to work these areas, and
we ,ecan. soliciting funds. Late in the ca-paign one of our local contributors
wdnted to put ads in California. I could not talk him into going to Ohio.
I called 11r. CAULDER to give him the good news...only to find t;at .4 days
prior to the election ho had vet to raise his first dollar for his committee.
At this point in til-.e th{ere wVs bcr" bn; plaamed as
and u:,uthorized" in the Cali fLrnia primary.

2. ,' ,' '.... 0 nd R. Sr E RC E l ,  told : C t t q ersy jsiti oil
would be very di fficult to conitrol bec a, -s e Senator Case is so "far out"

that rost RI-publicans won't talk to him. ,,hen asked if there was aor-vone
else ,e could work with...! Ias told: ' NDt reIy, we will just hve to for-
c1t aL:ut that one.

3. M,,nv ti:-es you told re STU SPEN,_ER w .uld 4 in touch, He has vet to call
re . You have time to call re and ask re to do things... to t1: r.1e for

what I lhve done. STU SN.ER only has ti-, for pueple other than your people
out tLhere. Each ti-e you told rme he would be in touch I heard from: a "third-
level" secretary. Not e en frmi his deputy.

4. 'then we decided to so to Florida ;e sent LON WIERIN;A d wn to dD
adv.'ance work. a sat in BILL KK JRTS' office for several hours,

asked: "W:'at are you doing dwn here? I don't have time to talk to
[.. LD called me and wanted to come right hom:e.

the
and ,,as
you. "

5. Or the Florida
"":3 c i t ies.

Wis: lfl,,'. . . told

6. >,:: ' to arrive

e t t tI O S] d"W

they - ,iu '.'It cove,'r thei
US at 1P" pI lne.

triptht Ford Cc:ittee told us to o to the
I .,w s then ask,d to ' rk i th tisI s?:e ;-:t e on again in
1 - I -.. )uiJ r t r T,.

u rida e 4~'h ' .' h-e.&-
La c tt u INr I ;t2. 'r . ~ < d to

so C C.)Ul1d uV ~ hi 13, C,) w rhOf CO'trh t rS , SO
r~~ i tat casK ua thy''re ' n trctl'. L1e No 01e rust

7. v e r ee we lt v lu t; -r told us rs ht;J r, t-n t k,;ed , or hadf
2n i roperly ased to ,.ork. th.. cc tt there

" re " t ole'' inv civd in the ' .V,'C'E "I L, ....



8. BILLY ZEOLI tells me he can't help us because you have asked him not to
get involved.

9. On our Florida scatter blitz one of the homes we visited served orange
juice... the press came .... and the host vas a Reagan supporter. A County

Cominittee member who was a firm public supporter of Reagan! The PFC Cowmitee
had no idea what they were doing.

10. Your Finance Chairman in Kent County, PAUL GOEBEL, SR.
my calls; was not available to help us; and as far as I

raise a dollar in the County.

failed to return
know.. .did not

11. The afternoon of the Michigan primary your Kent County Chairman was at
his cottage working on his cabin.

12. RALPH HAUENSTEIN serncis a good part of his time in Europe.
to work with the rc".erican Nationals in Europe on "absentee"

behalf. He received very little cooperation.. .until I personall
your office, and told people who he was and what his idea was.
want any help.

He volunteered
ballots on your
y took him to
No one seems to

13. Paces...typing pool.. .wrkers at the Kansas City Convention. Why not staff
these with "scatter blitzers". .. people who know how to "sell" Ford?

14. Secret Service can give out cuff lines and pendants to girls they meet insaloons, but I don't have any to give out to the people who really helped
out with our independent and unauthorized com.-,ittee. How can I get a supply?

15. We naed.c ine o f -the- ch ild ren_.for-- Lh-e ipubl i can. P i cni c in KentCaunaty on
July 24 (tentative). Is this a possibility?

16. Discuss -rs. Martin Sooth's song, and my idea of having a "tIlichigan Night"
in Washington.

17. Return of letters.. .terrible. The Mayor of East Grand Rapids tells me he
has oritten you th e times. . .receiving only one answer. I have brought

other letters and handed the7m to Terry O'Donnell from old friends in the labor
F,-ovemnt, ,inority, etc. I have had phone calls from .',exicE-s who have written
and haven't received an ans',eer. It's not the "old Jerry Ford policy", and it
is very disconcerting.

. cO .zr first sd at
cIuld cct pitu *ds

v,'.:UiGOr't tdae tti, : out
had left. d0c.I did c-,e
from 3 i tK t
with iv 0 to i, cc: i n
Ohio blitZ al , C , j 4L
ante earlv in the c-h
time v.,ith th Ji ; ie C

LIf

5,, uc H.r t. l icity1.:;

t.... zir.e said they would come if they
o17 11 tIree brottrs. JIM had a golf match, and
t the c awtry cIub. . DICK ca.elled. TOM was all we
Tine .b c,.aTmpaining consfta'tly ... hut the cooperation
h s &i nt was t.:rri)le. We later coerced DICK to come

rd th. very end DICK, ELLM, and JI attended the
FR S.'.,-... hut it );..s a:'t too late. Their attend-
3.ci 2 -.,uld have Siven us national exposure, and equal
-rt. r c ;,-paign. They hd inches and inches of column

ile .e hd over 233 people in 'riisconsin (including
CurtC r had less than that in Pennsylvania and received

- .1 - --- a- - -- - . .. I .. . . .--- - I - -- Mmkdm - -L1, . - - : ,

r::uch " r) I I I ,
r A,-) 1 j C Lj

6. .
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Plla .s ECllla
283 tV(1f11ldL AVE. 5E. c RAf Pios. mnich)GAnI 49506

May 25, 1976

TO: 11r. Jay VanAndel
1M1r. Rich DeVos
Nr. Peter Cook
1.,rs. Maryanne Keeler
Mr. Ralph hauenstein
Mr. Pave rehney

FR: Peter F. Secchia

Dear Mrs. Keeler and Gentleen:

e are in the final inning of the baliae It's down to a matter of a
bdful-of-dle~atps. EVERY SI,'IGLE DELEGATE I,'hTT.', UF-iQ 0HIU _A10 NEW

Ji LPY.

It, is difficult to work with the California situation.. .so I have qpted

to reform our "Friends of the First Family Coemittee". The necessary

papers have been filed, and ,e will attempt to raise funds in this area
to spportthte President-in O'i, w-j.th -1the possibility of someactivity

6n New Jersey.

Ve will place radio eds, news, a -er ads, and a S-minute video tape that

Guy VanderJayt did for us. 14e think it is fantastic.

Vt is difficult to keep ( oinq back to the same well, so we will be run-

i. ads in the Grand Rapids Press atte!,pting to solicit contributions

from the people in the area to help support the President in thesecrucial

primaries.

1e will offer the alternative of privately placed, and independentads...

or lumping the contributions together so that those not wishing their

n;ames listed in the ;aper can be represented as Friends of the First Fam-

ily Cciiw-ittee. 11'e roed all the help e can Get. If you can contact any-

one in any state 4ho ;ould , willing to help... we need that support.

Please contact J7ye at your cc,rvenience.

PFS/j

I0u70



i.0tER f .s ccchio 4
2833 sonneU Ave.. s.c. GRAnO RAPIDS. MIlMI " n 49

June 7, 1976

TO: DON WIERItNGA
JOHIN DA.ISTRA

Gentl er-,ven:

From all reports the trip was fantastic: The President
and his people are working their way up through the areas
that you and the "scatter blitzers" hit. Tomorrow we will
know how well we did...

The excitceTent and enthusiasm I observed in the groups re-turning leaves re very thankful that I _ -eport._ the

President that it %.,as through..the elff.rts of both of ypu
that made this the "biggest and best ever".

Thank you very much.

Peter

PFS/j

cc: ftildred Leonard

Telephone dictated.. .not signed

Ilildred...Eecause of my independent and unauthorized cci:;ittee I was unable.. to-do
anything with the "scatter b.l.zers"...once they had rade contact with
the President Ford Comnittee. A short note from the President to Don
and John would do wonders. Don did the pre-advance work...John did all
the administrative and papenmork.

PFS

. 0674



Jun 15, 1976

" Iodjne) W. Iarkley, Jr.
Vice President

" s~intton Staff

Ford :fotor Co,;pany
r15 Co, nechicut Ave., :.

;,'ashington, D.C. 20006

Der Fodney:

Tk'nks a tillion for your help] kfichout You .- ,A two other Pc 2! ...

r-.o "pitched in", it would Aiave been virtually lm9Cssible to raise the
fuans that wve did.

A. it rras, w. on t;o.. oc the three Rc agan dfl','ct : Lat we .'ere after.

T-is swing of six votes fro.- the rzeagan cuolu.:n to the Ford column could

Ike the difference in K",.nsas City. In fact ... th3t 12 vote "swing" is

::ow the entire lead currently held by the Pro,.sIdent.

2 had a ~c::ce to :in Le t'ir tarqet district lut CcJ resncin As -

2rock caA out with a radio c&:'j, ign the wet'knd prior to the elec-tion,

cinin; that he ,.d k Jwn Jrry Ford for 30 .:,:rz, and that he was not

cualified, c. :±5o, or intelligent enough to 2ndle the Presidency. He

i- a very porul r Congressra-n from ,his area, and yet we only lost that

district by less thian 1,000 votes.

There is also strong evlde.ce to suprort the fact that our statei-icde

n.c:¢sraper and TV progr- hei y in the "-t-lre" delegates. 'We did

well.

As of this writing I ati, still 4,700.00 shy of raising the total oS.e.

..oed to rat all c¢:ins incLrred. If you Lrx;w anOne else willing to

!?!p us ... pLcase give thea a call.

arei I e ou suv-&drt. 411 H was inform-ed that L!ou

e:,e the only pZ.W12 in ' hington, D.C. t'.-t I felt I could turn to..
You are f ;p te I

Cordially,

Peter F. Sechia

TteO:!,-'j~o, dic ta . ad - ,.oL t ied U"



Juice 21, )76

fir. John T. Paterson
'l5 Ce:.verce Bullding
5 Lyon St., tI.W.
Gran~d Papids, 6,1chilln 49302

Lair J Jr. Peterson:

Thank ycu For your recent contribution to the "Frieids of thto FirstFaily Cemi-ittee". Our Treisurer will be for.-arding you a r'oceipt.
!,- uicatd ourselves to three Cooresslonal Districts in 0:io, su.-

f --ZdIy in the Reagan colu-f. voa tvo of th-se, an-d Vouh have "Onti tird (lost by 1 ,OLO votes)....if Congressm"arn Asnrook had noC coO,ec; ;,h strong radio endorse.rznts for Reagan, and critici)i:4. the

Ty-se six delegates could Le"tha differenCe. Ti P12 sa " iao

T.', dn k ycu.

I'. r ,F. S5cchia

,i S/j

0 649 6



July 12, 1976

1r. Clayton E. Wilhlte
General "lanager
-edia Colmrunications, Inc.
_ile President Ford Cowittee
1823 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

CeXar Clayt:

Thanks for taking soxme time out of your schedule to visit with Joan and
l1ie. Please give my best to all those wlorking diligently to re-elect my
good friend.

Should soething ccme up where r y support Is needed ...please call.

Ilpehto Spencer and Dick Ch %eney last ...eek, but did notVet a
chance to talk to them about this tape. It's all in your hands.

Peter

PFS/j

C)j I'



July 30, 1976

Vir. Max Fisher
2210 Fisher Eldg.
uetroit, iMlichigan 43202

hoar •ax:

I have_ just returned from 1-1/ days in ..la.hattan in an attempt to put
tc.ether a productionunit to produce a film for the President.

Pecause of legal coplications, and a coplete lack of com:unication
with the R:C, PFC, and others .ho would be able to arrange the schedu-
ling, the projectionist, acoustics, etc., we have rTade the decision to
drop the project.
Since I am no lonaer involved in this indepnent aid unauthorized

c...t... a tTj f ...- _ froe to tal-k to you at will, and tell you
. of ,.iy interests "to get the rian elected."

.. Sce You in Kansas City.

Cordially,

Peter

PFSJIi

OG -O
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Mr. Peter Sc
) ' I I O t . .

100 '-ich i gan

Grand Rapid 's

Dear Peter:

9resident Ford Comr tce

August 6, 1976

cc hi a
i c, i t al

p . K .
, ,ichi gan 495J03

Just: a note to again wish you luck
wi th te 1-roken I eg and to confirm
regard ing tl weorksop

rtFor -d .-oriKso- wil1 bo dividcd into four

sect ions : he Individual, The Congres;s: an, The Repub 1i-
can, ane %..,e res dent. We vi c.d like you 'to sneak for

fifteen t:nviu es for the first s.ction. This includes

i -1-fa 7n hi ,chool ng, h" S pErsonl phi !osophy,
his 1v ad h i fe. It is t .:ltatively on

schedule Vn-a' vay, August 1at our jeadquarters
(t he }: .n C , Trade ,,arL,-o a , Str ret. on the

wroun s o e r : .. L -n i ci Airport, not

KCT) for 1 30 unt-il about 3:30 in the afternoon. Rob

. be in touch wit"h yau regarding further

(ctaI's if y ou ced to reach us our Tai ansas City

16-4'7-3691.

Again, all best wishes and thanks for .Ielp ing

Sincerely,

Syntt i. 1 0 .

7.,, ( 5( ,~ . ,. 
, ( ., '! .t1,'.c 4 5 ) '

F',, ,C C ' , " ,. , " ! " . ( r . , . , . ' r , . . . ' ": l , , t .; ,c r, : ( ' ;: , . l , h~ ',r ) [ 2 ' 5 
f

and fast recovery
our conversation



ri-'r ~1) I OR ORD FILE

Tuesday night, Auust 24.. .Susan called. We chatted for a whiIile and then shfe put the

President on the line. He told me to take care of my leg.. .uf he kick me ir, the "GDA".

I told him that I had been invited outbj.[ob_O'Deltowok on the Salute to the

President" dinner, arid could riot decide whether to _do that ... or ny own ndependent
thing, and, th at t- i.;0 d_ _be__ in. _VY]a

I do id ,.dto tak;; Steplhlfnie 1iong to help witi jmy socks, crut(os, etc. We took off
for V-ill 1 hursd iy d',ornc 1 (v6th), , here oe were picked up at tlu, Vail-Eagle airport by
a Si t? Hm e ca a i d iv& --o the Lodge. Ti re we at ait i ,; to hear from Red Cavaney

co- ierry 0' Ponmell , because I needed someone for Stephaniec to play with. We went for a
K K(. USe our roo!- wasn't ready...and Kmpod into the eidenfelds, Jim Cavanaugh,

a-i otK'rs fro:m the hite House staff. 'e chatted.. .and Sheila had to pick up Susan

and tk., her to a LIPI soccer cane, so Shel ia left her husband Ed with Stephanie and I at
"pis. Ed thought it vold b!- est if I didn't go to the UPI soccer gan~e since I

s! .n't be scmeone of high visibility. Susan didn't w..ant to go either, so she talked

Shi 1 a and Ed into Qgoing al e.n d Su ra rn took us to the ski shop to she,.; us the dog

tht si'.-, and so1 e of her ft nd q 'v n a ferid. t s hPin. . . . . Louiht Stephanie
-a :,at .. wert over to t , ',d ,,st (a , .re ., , ' , orieds of re) . . bo ht Susan
a jc ate r hat, . re 'n the nl t 0. t S , 58 , I L le t 1ot,

ninh: inc 1C,, to got
V L t' "' ,l"- • e

eloe that Jh sLe t2 k. t o nd no place to sleep.

Susan said th1e wov-en ere chasin Jack c,.ery.,ere.

I then ,,,nt to m, roe" ... ch :';ed ciot.es, and Steha ie aSd - went to di nm- r at Peppi 's
al.e. 'e cc:e Lack -- i went to sleep. it was a very difficult evening because I was.-. -"- ;o " ..,n earl ier.
e>Kuste, from) using c rutches 2run, ea

.he nex rrning I ent to the ;-'eti1s . S c ute__ rd"SaIuI oh..r, and a de-
.ci sion could not be We-Kd.s r 5- F rn 1 i, 3 ome ;' rue and I wiet hertr,,ee r..: Ci ,_,r Idwa, the'fo'or-J night

we should go vit! tnis dinne r in -Letroit...or bring tie Pr o. dut the follo,.ini night.

Tnrrv O'Donnell advised ne I would te see ng the Frcsiient ,at 1):30 Friday evening, and I

could discuss it at that tin: e.

Rod Cavarey sent an advance r-.an o',er to pi u .ind she played wilhile I was in
f eetings. That afternoon, Jim, Baker, tIe new director of tie f ord Cc ti p rttee - rn amd down

dud said it . .vclear: Tt If you want to gto Your i_dqe.nent. thin-.- t--aLs - - n ft's
up 1 OO . Tf§ U an -o . ,ir 0 cm- K-W sI stem. . Iet i:-e know. But if you o your C,'In_
t:nc. .-. fort about.,e, don't ee- taBk to me, I don't eer wa.-nt to hear from you, and

I .on't return your cal is sort Of aC{Lred the stre-,c htl the !-iin displayed.

0,. ,I C E rn i , . '..-; d to U >. 8 i a r t t t" ail "v.hite houise.
i , ., Pr . .-L K v.-. ret , ri 1 : I ,,L;..u- t up the stairs, collected

rv t,-- h amd ,, -,rmt. ir ,, tn '.¢ ur'fa h a ., 0 ct uIre of Jack dumping
o ti e~n th7e l,:as iel.,trn, and a l,- ot v > L felt was very good. It
., int e r e s t ing t1o 1a : i. r ,'' h t . . set it down, and %e.,e

d isc USd other issues rat her thLn c e ii t_ ,' a let. I c Ll ck Cheney_ Chief of Staff,

I co r 3 J fI EM. s-ince It w-s a -st Lritici ism o f his abilities. . .it ,as wise that he

Dr. L c r;h C : ; o t of c.. ,r .d that te Fir's .S in very bad shape,
a;J r , -ld rot o "clrIn. to d r is , the first 1 t that the Fords had

f)!., )-2
%-.. 4S t.a



planned with the Doles, and the President decided since he v,,',, late, he best get ready
and take Susan. Susan couldn't go because she was under the' hair dryer. So we went
downstairs and talked to the Doles while the President got dr',,,ed. Whem he cam,
downstairs he said that "Betty would like to see you in the 111n-ning...will you (.all?"
So--Steph and I were then left standing in the road while the car that had delivored
us was used in the motorcade for the Doles and the President ,, they went to a r..eption
in Lionshead, Colorado. When the car returned to pick us up they told us that the
reserva ions had been made for Stephanie and I to att end th., "0111o restaurant (I had
('sked the military ai de to try to get us in since I was un,')Iclt to get reservations since
it was ,i theatre-suPer CIL and I thouqht Stephanie micht nj it.) We wnt down and
began ating. Susan camte in and chatted with us a ,hile. Wsi, her father finally
arrived.., they sat dewn and had e:pty chairs at their tbl,. ihe President walked over
to ny table and said. . . "Why don't you and Stehanie join us ,- dinner?" It was very
nice of him to offer, arid he not only invited us but hAJ,-d mover with my crutches,
and I sat next to Dole (on his riqht), .rs. Dole on his left...the President, Susan,
and Stephanie. We had a very enjoyable evening. Stbat. he h iht
that are very interesting is the fact that Sen. Dole loved r,y idea that he go to Phila-
delphia and show that the Ford aministration is not down on big cities, and that the
pi opl,, of Philad elphis need to kno",, thatmre ccr'entions will not be cancelled, and
that the Vice President can get up there .r n1 I)si v eIy Sen. DQI c-did not really
take to my idea of ca1-:maigning in rotorhc::es.

-Sen. Dole did say he received a letter fr.r' :i! roi., ,.,
up.. .never attack horicontally.'' ,hich .ans r', ts t ig
leave :ondale alone. The President replied.. ."?ick a ,..,,s
a d Vi Ce - -f1o 11 ,q i t. "

Since it V,,as. a su pper-club rfor-: rice, and the r-c t'._ e arri
I uch c 5ersation t) r d. i1er, and i1!: 1iia_ c, * afte '1n er

autographs, and I did not qet to see him again.

The next morning the First Lady called and
AP. ..and had to do it because thJe AP lady r
waiting to conduct this interviei,,. The Fir
couldn't.. .so ,anted us to co-e later ta

ing at 3:00. The First Lady said she reali
the Island that Peppi and Sh;eicka had thro ,
after the sun ,ent d,-n. This cold really
w,,;as having spasms and it ,.s ery p finful.
she still ;as in pain Sr!uriay rsing .
cc paiQn, a nJ S:he as , .2r - , t t, Lt t .

.that I .ouldn't r e abl_ to taLlk to
to Stephialnie a Vile :,0 s iid 1ol le.

It is it, t(.re:s ti ri, to ;,J ' 1'1

a smiall child, but r i the r iI t is at
no photoe3raphy avail Thi e h i vites a s;ail
sation with her, treats her like as equal..
and his 9 yr. old daujhter. S .- t- ,ie. i e hd
Sen. Dole, and than we called the bellman a
back to the hotel.

0 told hi ..' "Al.;ays attack
Pole to attack Carter, and

sad sCom-e shrew,.d political

vey lateed..t d fa.r 't,,7ey were deluged for

aid tat She -a2 a interview with UPI , and
rad fi, in 2 days prior and had just been
s t a1 .,.. o h ave us up for lunch, but

,ft1 .C e couldn't...our plane was leav-
hart h-rs cf Lv staying out on a picnic on

Scar'l weLk, bcause it got very cold;:
affected rerr e k, and Dr. Lucash said she

Sinc e s c did ot 'ake dinner the night before
she ca I e. 1 - 'e had a long chat about the

;ct that if ,' cu-" independent thing
ner. Sh',e cc jld't :?erstand that. She talked

sit
o " r" ,

Ia t

* t f the I erI a he picks up
Tr 4rr -nded bv strangers wi
at iIs table, and holds cover.
:'elite to his broken leg buddy

... , the President and
TKe y 'iCked us up and took us

(LS4
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S2ptc;:-Zer 9, 1976

ir. Nax Fisher
2210 Fisher Luilding
Letroit, ilichigan 482012

R2: C/'1,,AIGN ACTIVITES

iear vax:

Sice you and Jay are ,y fricnds, atid have taught i-.e many Lood prin-
cilIes these past few yaars. .. I-,ant to avise you of a recent decision.

jSJ,,ossible to cl .2tel cs..-ver -j relati-A shi, with Oie candidate,
is cc.-iittees, his family, and/or the White.House.__ I. e i_ y

r- honecals r-n 1oc3l cfti-7zens rea t.in. r..

fiing sllghted, w. anting sea ers, etc. It is virLually rpTssible to
a:tap1t tO Ui -1 tfi-ese r. ests withodt-sor-e tySe- ofcot-ct frmi
w ...... ... the systa.... Ill fact.. t resident called S. . just

5o, because of the inability to copl1oteiy sever this relationship...I
kave reached the decision to york within the systei the next few months,
ani discontinue the "independent" route.

Lurinq the prima.ry I beca~re disenchanted and, conisequently, divorced
iyself from the President Ford Com.itee to be fre e to do r.y "n thing.u
Saveral w.eeks v.;ere wasted in an at,C)t to obtain informticn from the
Federal Election Co.,irision, incurring thousands of dollars in expenses
S..only to receive contrdictory a:Nsers. I am reading '.1r. Colson's
book, "Bcorn Again" and fear the contradictory answers could, in turn,

Gc I:, "contradictory accusations."

;bLt anting to etbarrass the President, entail exorbitant lecial cxp.nse,
or Le called before a Grand Jury...! ;7 running ';scared,' and feel that
any Lctivity conluctld in this :an',nr has to cc.;e from soFeorie rre
distant than I.

Oo8!)
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Tue rsiethS a thdat ie consicer UolLt'ISth orhr Counties of Idaao
F e q u est1~ ~ 's a t t r i j

You will cc-l0
findc out who
C1r ea1.

the ice I S .- I~ iLi?~ j 1~-,4blcrj COnacts (Ire inr 'Pro i enC Ford Conn i
til Ci Iy S
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- P e e b c l e
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C~ ill be c~ pi n n abl f i V FC others

11 wa t to do two' pri 1L cj t bI- t C s Siml art to hlinly lav Out an li " ui ty f pst bepap'.roac ~ ~ ~ L Lh So itIcfd c

ay-

(:ri? .'y

V; 2 S C. fAl 1on

CCFord brother11),s w ith!s

tcc'10X c to rhso .

radio conao led.L

ues ofc CL? broadoastl,Ljj,
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el~ ouA toi eac
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('III. Wicrengna April 20, 1976

We s houl1! lhave the word sometiwe this week on iethei our f'iends from lo 11 an, [,j iohi an
will join uIs to present tiilip bulbs to our fri ends in Iriana. If not...ve hope to give
the ich'igan Delicious apples ,lichigan ,-hi te Pine seadlin',os , buttons bumper stickersand other plrtinent i nformation concerning out friend "The Presi det".

f, aclwed is a copy of the Press Release i'nailed to all radio and TV stations, and rnews-
pC,2;ers in the area we iiitend to visit. l..'e need ii,mediate coveragje. This is a media
blI i tz.

hen t je contacts have b-e idor Lifiud by John Holt. . . please ,:ork with them on seltLing up
the preci nct blitz, and call my ofilice Friday vith a cetailed schedule of cur itinerary.
P1case e ave two 15-ni nu Le"fi I Iers" in the schedule.

I . In the SoLth P[eid area, and

2. Later that afternoon.

,'ope to Lse several "sc attur blitz" fill ers as 1e travel along. If there is time, we
V.'i l stop and hiLt thelm aI , or an apart!:ent colople×., for ten or 15 minutes. . . then off we
,o. It is itvjrorta.nt that ;e work on a tic(ht schiedule from beginning to end, but the

nfillers" areC of the utr-os L i ortance so we can play "hurry up - catch up".

on-]-tch-.s -n-jnfCrm-.that; have o ". ba .C.,Ludt.. If he has to spend money, he"v A.._.i-s..IL~eu.]_c,'.u lti cuntins to the Pre.i.. nt Ford CoriT75e", -n]iie

to [ie on Hay I W !e will then py any of his expense through the 11ashington "President
Ford Cc;i ue

L~ 1 o r ,. s05 d Le -1 C ( ,9 ) 2'&l I70, bus i ness (219) 2C2-361 1 , has agrced to hel p
by contacting some of his fric uds throughout the area, to arraige for the presentations
that you need to get uS ;edia attention. Dill vi 11 also contact the Elkhart Truth,
and has said he would CjuaranLee a ne,,;spaper photographer to be wherever .e are.

Vince Fori of ,'JVA in ScLth Bend
T,,i11 join us in the caravan, anid
will have his ne;s people givirg
are in South _snd.

Indiana, is an old friend of ours. Vince and his
his handle is, ironically enough, "fir. President".
n,ews spots this ;eek, while visiting with us v,hile

Pc I'lerris of i 1y di na , is Pres i ce t of Coachr.en Hces , and a close Persona.l
friend, 'ho ha: cor-:iLt( to Klp our nian. P1lease contact hii if we are going into his
arc-a. (219) -,-S 'U - Si 0 sS

No no tt-er ,hu L to,,ns in Kiorth 'rn I rdi Ila
contact Iue via 1"rs . ods I rr:ed ( a.. i .
conwuni ti cs.

To date
~ewentL

dis tri c
Cre his
f ri encds
are no./

the CoI,: i ILt-,e decidcs we should "blitz
.'e have friends in every one of those rNorthern

:e ar-e U~ndef~eated. l ;n '- \ent. to Flor-ic~ - c -ic i e i . "WE &CLm~O'td 1:c,, . to Florid thie Presidlent. was behind 2- 1 W:hen-
to isconsin there w,-as so-ve q[es -i on. . . ail. ended up1 \-inni ng every single

t. c,,,;. . .we are qoing to Irdiana at the personal recuest of the Pu-esident. We
"c,o-(-clck charr,'" . .E.nd 'PeCty a nd I hoee you wi 11 Le able to gather soire of ou-r
to gu don and help us." lere e ... or herc we cor:e, depending on where you
vjhi 1e reading this In,,wo. '.We nc-ed all vur help.

0109

wife

we

,1.
.J, ,.,.?
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Grand Rapids friends of the Ford Family Lo campaign in1 iliana Saturday.
For the third ticm in as maiy months a g-oup of Grand Rapids. icig;n, pe'Oplle

who cc-ili themselves The Friends of President Ford" will cavalcade to another
sLate to campa ign for their friend julst. prior to a PVim r'y election.

This time it will be for a full day of "scatLr bli iin" across the nor cr

tier of mndiana oil Saturday, ay l, and cice again tMe trip- is being ma:de at

the sugges tion of Presiden t Ford , Sho cal 1 s the groul) his 'good luck" charm.

II tI e uIP co U :iC 1g I i i a Pr inary Presidcrt Ford cons idors himsel f the "underdog"

Just as he did inl the Florida pr ir, ry, ard to a lesser deg ee. . . in the recent

V;sconsin p-rim!ary. In both of those statcs a visit by an eager group of enthus-

i s ic "Ford friends" frcri his ho:-,ctown 'as crod it0J I"ith '!;i ppring up local

voters' cntusiasm, and contributed to a Ford victory over Ronald Reagan in tile

hal lotinn.

Saturday's caravan will im'olve 20 to 30 auto: obilcs
theni equ i ppyd it i Li C i t i z -rBad rd ios. ore then 90
and spenlt a weelend in Florida, and almct 250 "Ford

S motor home, and airplane, to iscoIsin to car-y out
neighbor campaign.

lhi s
C :00
they
a lo

will]

giver:
Cr' area

their
as P1
tr'a\'c

airn ra otor ha-nes, most of
jo.le iired a jet aircraft
fricids" travelled by car,

the Wlisconsin Tie i gnuor- to-

Saturday the group :ill lave Grand iPids 1 itali t" Inn park-ing9 lot at

A.K. , an Jova in corvoy to the !1ich igan Cit ty area (,, Indiaai.. Frot there
w.ill ,.rk thir way across Inuiaa , FDstIy alng, 1'o ute,- U. S. 20, stopping

, Oay at South cr,"- ", i sh-r'aLa, , , El '.art. and . e s',e C tr i ps by part of

rea , to smallr ,earby cities. As they have in Lhe L, the "Ford friends"

present l',icIiran *i it P ine trees to City officials alc - ti:h 1ay, and will

out appl es , litter bags, huttons , Wiper s tic kers, ard brochures. Again they

use t-he "scatter blitz" Lechniqie tiey started ori their first trip - at a

I signal tie \:ilolc corvoy stops and evaryone scattrs through the im-,ediate

shah i ng hands, riigirig doorbe'l ls , and just tellil)g everyone available about

Sfri end Jerry Ford from, Grand apids, hIo is on tile ballot seeking to contirue

-c-iden t of tile LniteJ States. Although soIe of tie Ford family has met or '.

ellci with tie carlier two groups all three of the President's brothers have
;1-,n f.4' - -tiv r,'v will m, lhe the trip to Indiana Saturday.

iHo frc :,I r.als hiave Lw' n l1 ar, ned for thiis trip, aI all pIarticipants will be en-

coW "> to "b 'c.:n ba g" it arJ de .W U10 ti 10 saved to add ti ional campaigning.
Plans ac also uric -'y f or a local c ;ar' r.:r art yL. 0'h:.en the group arrives back in

Gram! P i•s at appr. 'i. ely 9OD PAL
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;. T. ioUiy fean
,JIsta;ht General Counsal
"--silc;nt Ford CoziiAtee
1,21- L. S,tet N.OW.

Suita 26J

Vasiiington, D.C. 20034

CLar Tim:

Yur l-tr of February 17, 1970 arrived In ry offlc cn the 24th.
I 've just returned fro.i an xt,.ded trip tO the South, and found

it c:n iy desk today (Sunday 40iie f9th).

Since the PFC now paid for the planp...all contribuLionsj jhether
for s3i: Cke- else'S -tlc.(e-) or a contribulin frcit so,-', ore on-the
for 5, :~n wil L' S conidre frc sur &one on Cie

onor card iMl be filled out for su.ni sion vIh te diechs.

I: are tt, Lpting to scad out copies of your 'Travel Expense Ex-
c]I.:si ' i fo n, and hope to have ; ret.urned to our Treasurer and
L,2pt in the records.
''e re also told that v,:eone r,&ld rt us in Florida to take our

corrected cilecks r;ade payable to the "President rord Cei;.,ttee",
but no one was there. John Uaf;tra has been in touch with Vlr. !oran
of ycur office, and will .eL wit vA this Wek. We returned all
chiecks .nd were infor,ed that the PFC would bill the Press directly,
c tnat ie would ask for contributions of any a,-n.unt from those

attnding. This ias been dvne, and ncw we will send out your foras.

T;,7 trip Iwas a s:Jccess, as indicated by the attac.he ; espaper
urticus,... A., r. the le.d story In rzst of th: iccal T.V. stations
S,'i ,!ay ,nd i'.nday. Tlh President and First Lady called rY wife and
i_.: Su? 2y night acd said they hwdaalready hieard "nice things"... ;,

o;.e it helps.

Peter F. Secchia

encl: 049
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June 20, 1977

Charles N. Steele, Esquire
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Charlie:

Enclosed is Mr. Secchia's response to Mr. Oldaker's letter
requesting information and documents dated April 22, 1977, as
amended by your letter of June 3, 1977.

As noted at our recent meeting, we would appreciate your
immediate attention to this matter. Asettlementof this case
which is just and reasonable will most likely be attainable. In-
this regard, we would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you
and your staff in the very near future to discuss same.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEM.N

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR:jr
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia
Leonard Hoffius, Esquire
Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, THOMAS G. BEARDEN, hereby certify that on this,

the 20th day of June, 1977, T personal1y filed with the

Secretary of the Federal Election Commission, the response

of Peter F. Secchia in MUR 321 (76). The re,onse consists

of a cover letter dated June 10, 1977, which is attached

hereto, and 218 separate documents arranoed c-hronologically

by subject matter where possible, and numbered I through 218.

Thomas G. Bearden
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CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. T. Timothy Ryan, Esq.
Counihan, Casey & Loomis
1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 321 (76)
cc

Dear Mr. Ryan:

Pursuant to our meeting with you and Mr. Anderson on
Friday, May 27, 1977, and your request that we specify more

-. precisely what items covered by paragraph 1, page 2, of the
Comiission's order are necessary for the Coimission's present
investigation, I think the following paragraph states sub-
stantially the information we need.

1) Documents which deal with campaign plans,
solicitations, transfers, or reiuburse-

€^ ments of money to (or from) you, friends of the
Pfrstc family, or any group or political
committee of which you were a member from
(and to) the President Ford Cowittee staff
or the White House staff during the period
January 1, 1976, to the present. Specifically,
please provide any correspondence, bills, or
receipts relating to the above-mentioned
activities.

In corQlying with this request, it might be helpful if
you keep in mind the discussion we had on Friday with regard
to our purposes in requesting this information. The CouAission
is interested in finding out facts concerning Mr. Secchia's
relationship with the President Ford Committee, i.e., his
authority to make campaign expenditures and plan camaign
activity, and his right to reimbursement for his own
campaign expenditures and those of other persons working with
him., etc. In addition, we would like to know more about 0110
activities of the Friends of the First Family, especially



-2-

regardinU its functions before it registered with the Comission
on June 1, 1976, and Mr. Secchia's relationship to it.

We would appreciate your response to the request for
information and materials within 10 days of receipt of this
letter. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Brwning
(telephone no. 202/523-4075), the attorney assigned to this
matter.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel

- cc; Peter Secchia

JBronin: caw: 6/3/7 7
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DetER f sEcchlo
2L4 tkWlnfWlL AV.. SE, GRAflO RAPIS. mhlkjAf1 494-*

June 10, 1977

Mr. Charles 1N. Steele
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: 1UR 321 (76)

Dear "'r. Steele:

- nis letter is in response to Mr. Oldaker's correspondence dated April
22, 1977, as amended by your letter of June 3, 1977.

Your letters request certain information which I will respond to in the
sar.,e order as requested:

REQEST FOR INFOR,-IATION

1. .hen did you begin your campaign activities for the President Ford
Committee? What title did you have? Describe your duties.

Response:

After President Ford announced his intention to seek a full term in
the presidency, I decided to assist in his campaign as a local
volunteer worker, scatter-blitzing, and as a fund raiser, until May
976. I never received any title from the President Ford Committee,

nor was I assigned any specific duties, except raising funds.

2. Did you have authority to make expenditures on behalf of the President
Ford Committee? If so, during what period of time did such authority
exist?

Response:

No, except that I was given S1500.00 to pay bills that were incurred
by PFC agents for the November, 1976 "homecoming in Grand Rapids."

3. List the names of the persons who made up the group of volunteers
called tie "scatter blitzers" (referred to on page 1 of December
31st letter). What duties did these persons have?

[ ." ,, 2' £" .



PAGE 2

Response:

See attached Exhibit 1 (list of persons on Wisconsin and Florida
"scatter blitzes"). Their duties were to smile, knock on doors,
say hello, shake hands, and request support for President Ford.

4. List dates and parts of the country where you were involved in
'scatter blitzing" for the Ford campaign.

Response:

February 21-22, 1976 -Florida
April 3- 4, 1976 -Wisconsin
1May 2, 1976 -Indiana

5. Do you have any knowledge of a group called the Friends of the
President? If so, provide the following information:

a) When was the group organized?
b) Who were the group's officers?
c) What was the purpose of the group?
d) Describe your relationship to the group.

Response:

I have never heard of a group called "Friends of the President'.

6. In connection with the organization of Friends of the First Family:

a) List the members of the Committee.

Response:

Peter F. Secchia and Jeff Davis.

b) How many meetings of the Committee were held and on what
dates?

Response:

The Committee held one organizational meeting on May 24, 1976.

c) Please include a list of all meetings at which any business
relating to contributions or expenditures on behalf of President
Ford was discussed or transacted.

Response:

May 24, 1976; the Committee of two operated very informally
and after its organizational meeting, conducted its business
by telephone. p~~ ~~ COMMISS4 I

. L v 6 % o



PAGE 3

d) Did the Committee ever operate under a different name? If so,
list the names the Committee used and note the time periods
when those names were used.

Response:

No.

e) Were there any other officers or personnel of this Committee
aside from yourself and Mr. Jeff Davis? If so, please list
their names and describe their duties.

Response:

iO.

f) Were any officers or personnel of the Committee other than
yourself former "scatter-blitzers" or former workers for the
President Ford Committee? If so, list these persons and
describe their duties.

Response:

Jeff Davis. Scatter-blitz only. Duites same as response to
No. 3 above.

COMMENT

In 1974 a political committee had been formed by Grand Rapids citizens,
also named "Friends of the First Family". The sole purpose of this

- committee was to support the candidacy of then Congressional candidate,
Paul Goebel. Immediately after that election, the committee was dissolved.

Thereafter, in 1976, the decision was made to use the same name for our
new committee because of its implied intimacy with the family of President
Ford. The purpose of this new committee was to support the candidacy of
Gerald Ford.

B. DOCUM.ENTS
You have also requested certain documents which deal generally with my
activities during the 1976 election campagin. The enclosed documents
are submitted in response to this request dated April 22, 1977, as
amended on June 3, 1977.

Very t urs,

A" 7

Pef F Sec a

Lj L.
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CERTIFIED MAILRETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Peter F. Secchia
2833 Bonnell Avenue, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 _

Re: MUR q76)

Dear Kr. Secchia:

We received today your letter of May 10, 1977,
requesting a thirty-day extension of time in which to
respond to the Cominssion's request for information
of April 22, 1977.

Normally the Couanission does not grant extensions
of time in these matters. While we appreciate the
fact that we made an earlier request for information
from you on December 7, 1976, to which you responded
on December 20, 1976, the Conission is of the
understanding that the materials now requested are
all available to you; therefore, we would appreclate
your response to our present request for information
promptly.

However, in light of the amount of material
requested from you in our April 22, 1977, letter, we
are willing to allow you an extension of time which
would make the new due date May 31, 1977.

If we can be of any further help to you please
do not hesitate to get in touch with Judy Browning,
the attorney assigned to this matter (phone: 202/523-4075).

Sincerely,

William 01daker
General Counsel

JBrowning/scc 5/12/77 FEO, [JT![, gOMIS1.
cc: OFFICiAL FILE COPY

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSL
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MAY 10, 1977

JUDY BROWNING, ESQ.
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

DEAR Ms. BROWNING:

AFTER TALKING TO YOU LAST WEEK, I DICTATED A 5 PAGE LETTER. AFTER
REVrWING YOUR LETTER AND QUESTIONS,..I NOTE IT IS GOING TO TAKE TIME TO
G. Tr-lROUGH TO ASCERTAIN WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.

wORKED ON THIS OVER THE WEEKEND, AND TODAY I MUST LEAVE ON A BUSINESS
TRIP TO WISCONSIN. IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET THE DEADLINE AS SET (15

z) AY'S).

IN OUR PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE, WE DISCUSSED THE FACT THAT LAST TIME YOU
*A T-D A 15 DAY ANSWER. I WORKED OVER THE ENTIRE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS,
AND PRESENTED TO YOU ON TIME... THEN WAITED FOR FOUR MONTHS TO HEAR BACK.

I HOPE THAT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT MY SITUATION REQUIRES ME TO PAY THE
GROCERY BILLS. MY WIFE IS IN THE PROCESS OF ORDERING FURNITURE... THERE-
FORE, PETER MUST DO HIS THING, AND TRY TO SELL SOME LUMBER IN WISCONSIN.

UPON MY RETURN, I WILL REVIEW THE DOCUMENTS THAT WIFE HAS GATHERED, AND
FINALIZE THE LETTER FOR MAILING A WEEK FROM TODAY. HOPEFULLY IT WILL

SATISFY YOUR REQUESTS. MAY I HAVE ANOTHER 30 DAYS?

THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION, AND I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU, OR HEARING
FROM Yl,., IT IS FLt4 TO WORK WITH A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, WHEN THERE IS A
REAL P-;SON THAT GOES WITH THE TITLE. HAVE A NICE DAY.

PETER

PFS/JH

4 9'V, v i p
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 321 (76)

Peter Secchia )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on April 14, 1977, the

Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel

that the letter, requestinq additional information, attached to

the Memorandum to the Commission, dated Acril 12, 1977, recardinq

UR 321 (76), be sent.

, , orie W. Emmons
Sectary to the Commission

k



!I,4r~cr EARAI EI ECIION (ONAMUSSION.

April 15, 1977

tMEMORANDUM TO: Charles Steele

FROM: 'arjorie W. Emmons

SUBJECT: MUR 321 (76)

The above-mentioned document was transmitted to the

Commissioners on Anril 13. 1977 at 9:00 a.m.

As of In':O, a.- , . . Anril 15, 1977, no objections have

been received recardina the staff recommendation in rIUR 321 (76).

However, olease note the attached Questions submitted by

Commissioner .4i kens.



FV FHRAI LI CI-ION COMMISSION

April 12, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO- The Commission

FROM: William Oldakeit,-

SUBJECT: MUR 321(76)

This case concerns the question of whether certain
expenditures made by respondent Peter Secchia and a
committee organized by him (Friends of the First Family)
were independent exoenditures as reported by respondent.
Mr. Secchia's fundraisina activities carried out for the
President Ford Committee shortly before he began making
allegedly independent expenditures caused the Commission
on December 2, 1976, to find reason to believe a violation
of 2 U.S.C. 5441a(a) (1) (A) (as affected by 441a(a) (7) (B) (i))
had occurred.

In a December 31, 1976, letter to the Commission (attached),
respondent's counsel set forth an account. of Mr. Secchia's
contacts with the President Ford Committee (PFC) both before
and after he began making the allegedly independent expendi-
tures on May 11, 1976.

In our opinion, the information in respondent's letter
does not provide a sufficient basis upon which to close
our investigation.

Secchia was an idvance man and fundraiser for the Ford
Campaign who worked in Florida and wisconsin before those
states held their orimaries. Although he maintains that
he received only $2,500 from the PFC, reports filed with
the Commission list him as having received more than that.

Secchia's contacts with the Ford campaign staff continued
after he claims to have severed ties with the campaign
organization and after he made so-called independent



-2-

expenditures. While he claims to have haid no business
contacts with PFC vpersonnel during the period in which he
was operatinq the Friends of the First Family, he attended
certain PFC campaiqn meetinois. He also admits to having
had "social contacts with PVC personnel." It is unclear
what connections other members of Friends of the First
Family had with the Ford campaian staff.

In addition, certain correspondence and receipts were
discovered durinc the Commission's on-site audit at PFC which
seem to contradict respondent's account of the extent of
reimbursements to hi . for campaian activities on behalf of
PFC. This corres;ondence also conflicts with respondent's
explanation of the Cates of orcanization and the finances
of Frlends of tne ,rst I r my.

Due to the inconclusive nature of the information provided
by respondent's counsel, we recommend sending the attached
follow-up letter and request for information. It may be

Vecessary to take depositions after a response to this
request for information h.s been received.re u s fr I ro.-. ]
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Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

tn furtherance of its investigation into the above-
referenced matter, the Commission requests that you
provide certain information in addition to that
provided in your letter of December 31, 1976.

We would appreciate your response to the enclosed request
for information and materials within 15 days of receipt of
this letter, as well as your submission of any other
factual or legal materials which you deem relevant to
the Commission's investigation of this matter.

This letter shall remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) unless you state to the Commission in

*writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.
The attorney assigned to this matter is Judy Browning
(telephone 202-523-4178).

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

cc: T. Timothy Ryan
Leonard M. Hoffius, Jr.

• .,io



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

1. When did you begin your campaign activities for the
President Ford Committee? What title did you have?
Describe your duties.

2. Did you have authority to make expenditures on behalf of
the President Ford Committee? If sot during what period
of time did such authority exist?

3. List the names of the persons who made up the group of
volunteers called the "scatter blitzers" (referred to
on page 1 of December 31st letter). What duties did
these persons have?

4. List dates and parts of the country where you were involved
in "scatter blitzing" for the Ford campaign.

5. Do you have any knowledge of a group called the Friends
of the President? If so, provide the following information:

a) When was the group organized?
b) Who were the group's officers?
c) What was the purpose of the group?
d) Describe your relationship to the group.

6. In connection with the organization of Friends of the
First Family:

a) List the members of the Committee.
b) How many meetings of the Committee were held and

on what dates?
c) Please include a list of all meetings at which any

business relating to contributions or expenditures
on behalf of President Ford was di:9cussed or
transacted.

d) Did the Committee ever operate under a different
name? If so, list the names the Committee used and
note the time periods when those names were used.

e) Were there any other officers or personnel of the
Committee aside from yourself and Mr. Jeff Davis?
If so, please list their names and describe their
duties.

f) Were any officers or personnel of the Committee
other thani yourself former "scatter-blitzers" or
former workers for the President Ford committee?
If so, list these pexsons and describe their duties.



Please provide the following original documents or copies
thereof:

1) All correspondence, memoranda, invoices, bills, or other
records of communications (including telephone logs) to
(and from) you, Friends of the First Family, or any group
or political committee of which you were a m.mber from
(and to) the President Ford Committee staff er the White
House staff during the period January 1, 1976, to the
present, including documents relatino to your "scatter
blitzing" activities. (Please include documtnwts which
deal with campaigIn plans, solicitations, transfers, or
reimbursements of money to any of the individuals or groups
named above.)

2) All checks and records of contributions transferred to the
President Ford Committee by or on behalf of you, Friends of
the First Family, or any group or political committee of
which you were a member.

3) All documents relating to the organization of the Friends
of the First Family Comrmittee, including charter, minutes from
meetings, correspondence of organizer(s). Include memoranda
or any documents describing the meetings of the group.

4) Memoranda, correspondence, and communications relating to
any Friends of the First Family solicitations for funds.

5) Records or minutes of the following meetings or discussions
(if available):

a. Discussion with Mr. Kahle in May, 1976, (referred to
in your December 31st letter, pace 6).

b. Conversation with John Holt regardina use of PFC
campaign material as copy for indeper.dent expenditure
advertisinc, early May, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter,
page 3);

c. Request to assist in housing White House staff, May 13,
1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 3);

d. Strategy meeting in Washington to discuss the
applicability of the Michigan strategy to California,
May 21, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 4);

e. Speech to volunteers at Republican convention, late
August, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 8);

f. PFC meeting in Vail, Colorado, late August, 1976
(Dec. 31st letter, page 6);

7.i
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g. Post-convention discussion with Mr. Baker regardinq
independent expenditures (Dec. 31st letter, page 6);

h. Any discussions regarding advance activity for Ford's
welcome home parade, October, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter,
page 7).
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December 31, 1976

w
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Mr. John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

C!O Federal. Election Coumnission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Murphy:

CERTIFIED INA.11L
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Re: MUR 321 (76)

This letter is in further response to you r letter
of December 7, 1976, which was received by Mr. ,-.,cchia
on December 11, 1976. Thereafter, on December 20, 1.976,
counsel for Mr. Secchia, Clarv, Nantz, Wood & Vanrl Orden
notified the attorney assigned to this matter, Mrs. Carol
Darr, that because of the holidays and the retention of
Counihan, Casey & Loomis, our response would not be forth-
coming until December 31, 1976.

in keeping with this agreement, counsel for Mr.
Secchia and the Friends of the First Family Committee (here-
inafter referred to as the "Friends") met in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, on Tuesday, December 28, 1976, to review the
relevant facts and your request for pertinent information.
Accordingly, the following relevant information based on
the reports submitted to the Federal Election Commission
(hereinafter referred to as "Commission"), pertinent letters,
and our discussion with Mr. Secchia and Mr. Jeff Davis,
Treasurer of the Friends, is submitted in order to demonstrate
that Commission action should not be taken against Mr. Socchia
or the Friends.

IV

AX6~

?Y026i',



.. John 0. r'urh ,'
Decemnb e r 31, 1.9?76-
PageTwo

Preliminar Sta temen t

Mr. Secchia, a Grand Rapids, Michigan, bu;inessman
has for a number of years been a close personal tficnd of
Gerald R. Ford and his family. Prior to the 197(1 electionc,vmailjn Mr. Secchl-ia had: not been involved in political
activity nor had he filnanciallv supported any of Mr. Ford's
previous congressional campaigns. However, after President
Ford announced his intention to seek a full term in the
presidency, Mr. Secchia decided to assist in his campaign
as a volunteer worker and as an authorized fundraiser.

Due to what he viewed as an apparent lack of "grass
roots political activity on behalf of the President during
the first months of the c am-Pa , a . Se chia and a nulmber
of other Grand Raucis rosidents formed a crou. of volunteers

alledr the Sa i!itzers". The "Scatter 1.3litzers" was
a(7 a..op.d-pFodS otr from , ichian who Mr.

, Secchia thought could best spread the word about the President's
record and accomplishments ir areas outside of his old Congressional
District in !Mich-ic.an. In this re-ard, Mr. Scchia led groups of
idividuals to Florida i . late February and to ]isconsin on

i 3 and 4, 197, to caren en eh.alf of Mr. Ford's
Can All e:-: ensks fort e es tr i s were either paid
.for b. Pe President Ford Committee (hereinafter referred to
El S "P FC" or absorbed - the specific individuals under
the sta-utorv travel exclusion set forth in 2 USC 421 (F) (4) (E)
T-e ex:enditure of funds was coordinated with the PFC as was
all uc-itical activities durir0c thesa trips.

olowina the two "Scatter Bitzer" trips, Mr. Secchia
became usncreasinolw dis{ilusionod with the campaign efforts
of th C Iu'FC. Ech of hnis previous tri!.s' had been marked by
poor cormunications and a ceneral lack of support from the
n.ational and local pvC. "- addition, while campaigning in

sconsin,.r. Secchia was ex-posed, to a n.,bor of newspaper
.ver.i.s.onts p l fo' -as I ...n.. expenditures by Ronaid

Rc'acans Florida camai,:rn chairman, T This mCzI'O
of suDnortn a cmbd.i 4te int I c' "r. Secc.hi Accordinal ,
ne Cont0cted h IL-tor0n0-s C> It: Z ',*.c)dxI & Van Ordon~

r .gardin- 1,'li t- , e<:" wditures. Counsel for
.. r. Secc-ia i or;--ed ,o t'h cwenora] st tec of confusion

icn exit to. r th -tion laic :2'ortions of the Federal
el ct ; C- 1 M . e ....e' o In unc ns ti tuti onal vthe Sun'r='e Ccurt en Ja.-ar'" 0, a-, in, thecaef ,uc.l....on. .. .i za c ase of: BuI.Ic'- " v

aeo, 4 ..... .(r advised that the
Federal n c-,, i SS1s1ion I . a 30-ue\ C0UeVD1iod before
is mehrs.": a,"o be l.lc.': I"e -ros{ ent and
approved by Conc'ress so as to conform with th: constitutional
re.u~roments. I/

1 n,/ h Federal Election .1 ac..: -Andmcents of 1976 whicA
satisfied thes2e reurements e not become effective until May 11,
1976.



mr. Jo hn G. jm u r pyr
December 21., 1976W
Page Three

Even though this state of confusion exi;td,, Mr.
Secchia decided that it was important that he anid his wife
undertake a limited independent campaign on beh-,i of the
President. Thus, on 1ay 10, 1976, Mr. Secchia iInformed Mr.
John Holt, idwestern Coordinator for the PFC, Lhat:

"I t m sorry but it isn't working. I havo decided
to sever all ties with the President For.. d
Conmittee, and therefore have deo;troyed
the donor cards, and will forward no more
contributions.

11he continual changi ng of course, the failure
to return phone calls, the failure to release
ress on the previous blitzes, has convinced

me that I must work independently -- on my
own. "(Exhibit A)
The next day, Mr. Secchia and his wif -Purchased

CC local :,ichiean news;aper advertisements advocat, igiI, the
election or 7. Ford. The cost of the advertisi.-c was $1,752.17.
Counsel for Mr. Secchia reported these ex:)enditurs to the

saelcra- on Mav 13, 1976, by letter of MaW 14,
1°6_ and, the-reafter, .-. by filina an FEC Form 5 with the.

¢" Co~mlssen settina forth such indecendent exc~endi tures.a- ;urd, o r. e :o _J I h ica Frmr,:r

Seccaia was int contact with Mr. Da.vi, eh an Mr. na1_an

AnIdel of Grand Rartids rectarding his advertisements and spc-ze
cn e ra.Lv wit t" er about t'e sub ect of i,nderene nt ex:enc c-
tures. An ineividual re"rresetin, .. un of Dotroit . c..ian,

Cr also ccntacted "r. Secchia recarding .ndepe%..n. ex-enci1tures
at this tim.- Durino these conversations, Mr. Secchia ,x'lained
his understandinc of thIs most diffic-it subl-Kct and suceCsted
th.at te': eacn contact their own attornevs. At no time was
[r. Seochia solicited by the P FC or its aCents regarding the=
i c.deu-ndent expe'nditures. he only contact he had with the
PTC rior- to his indeendent e-enditu.es was a phoneco r
sat:o . earl'" :, 1976 l, useC
of P C :,:'ai.n nat.rial as cro for his ind~:,ndent advertisin
Ho 't s sted hat s t:s ap;roacln not b- fo .1wd and the conwer-

... .... .. I r):: .. . 4XZ he con\.eI-

'-" ,_,',,,.i : f t ',.' ", - v e, \ ry,, -, -l ar [.ca' q l it c-o -, ,a1
CN T ~ ' 1? . O 1- d-'..a s (2i  c.. he d - r (ra d I .. .- A '1. C, 1-)sS

0.. •. t< _ . a -i:. St C F'o< i IC? _3t r00,. .t;

S:: t 1-,-1 1 _OUe 1 ar rei ci-. rooms tC
l~i cis,-, ursnose seaionhil '.: :  :. President, cr.seci

.;as ae-, t.o cveninn; of "av. 3, '97> a i i. n'ous.1 .I:

an t1 C) o etioned o ie' Zc ... " .. iures to any .,



Mr. John CG.
December 3:,
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*Mur 1. 'r
19)7 0',0

Whitc House officials, Mr. Secchia decided that 110 could assist
the Advance Team in locating housing. Eventually, rooms were
provided in area homes. The Secchia family it.t,1 f lodged
several hite House staff members, and he and his neighbors
hosted a pot luck luncenon for thl te staff and working press.
The President brieflyv attended this lu,,cheon. Mr. Secchia
advised that his t activit, was not discussed while
the White House staff was in his home.

After, the Pres idnt's r n. victory in the
ichican Prima';, a meetini was con':ened -,n May 21, 1976,

in ashington to discuss the anlicability of the Michigan
strategv to California. Mr. Seccnia was invited to attend
and to discuss 'nIs scatter biZ er conce t A'ter much deli-
beration, he decided to acce. -'.e invitation in order to

determine if some of the p-ast .rob. e ns which had olaaued ithe
PFCwul c.nt . Awt -he Ceetir. whicn was attende by
sen L'r cam on , and ?cite cuse o " Icials, r. Secchia succested
an i creased use of :;e "Scatter litzer" concer)t and a number
of other -oiticais.rtecies, al of whic! h were rejected.
As a result, Mr. Sechcia deci-edto ccntinue worki-ng on his
own ... f the .ich au vickcry and t- ucomino California

rri.rv domina ted the n-o : aad aceor dine to "r. Secchia,
CU S. S.-_ - I- s4 m-,Tircthere was no (isn ssa !-< Ohio :-marv. This meetingi

'zrt - reinforced ,r. S eccia 'sT e2ar l1er cC ion that he would
-. ve : ewi ... . t no '.- were Mr

Secchia 's ind, ene,.ndent :,xre:~a-, res discussed at this meetin.

i o -, ,-i

-ca, to work on the
st cit. ca cc , tteo t o be called

a t . r. Jef Davis.

he Treasurer of this
1:- 1.... ..c of Oroanization, ......

cc'nns~~n. 0=,,;. i st sc Commssio
o tus o cc asin o' ~ enc ccic S" 'L:' Cr. SeciC

:v~~it: .l ,o n<~ mt s t
4"1 4. -

7.: F'' ersonn-ol
~ ~.~- A ~ c r , -7.r.

/ ... ,....Sk~~1 C z ,~:: - 17 h on
a::er:.e.nct'C~s: ~a ao -1 70, : sitance mran
ccbtai~I Si. Io ' S tneE'eC:e



December 31, 1976 .
PaCge Five

The telegram and letter [regarding Secchiais
expendituresi comply with both the old Od
new version of the Act. As you may have noted
the enclosed sections have been substantialj ly
chanced. The following phrase was added to
2 USC 434(e):

a crtification v-whether such
indezuendent expenditure is made in
cooperation, consultation, or concert
wit. or at the recduest or suggestion
of any candidate or any authorized
com mittee or agent of such candidate

It is c:r oi:nion that -our Arior disaffiliation
w.i: anv authorized comtittee sufficentlv

s:. " a s - rein being con
s de r< in co d[ratjol0, cnsul tation, or
con -c,rt- , C. Moreovr, such indcendent expendi-
tures ar e a "-ne-shot" affai.r and should not be-
tainted . u .secuent su-puort of or contact with
"0.he candidate. Emhasis added] (Exhibit B)

... tnc..en.e -' e11e.iC turo s the Friends, as noted
in i.ts FEC -,i:,s .. re all fade n. .. ,nection with the
June 2, ?97,: O:'io rimar' save onexuenditure for convention
cam n a I c.. C.ust. Such expenditures
amounted t o a:)roxi'atel 2 ,. :.. According to .essrs.

C71 Secchia and ".,-is, as noted d 'ir . )avis' statement to the
Co.,-Lm, issi o n o f 'vemer 20, 19 - no,-, of the independent expen-
ditures b, t-h riends wore made i. coo'noration, consultation,
concert w ith, or at th:e re ucst or suv:estion of any candidate
or authcrizecd 2c.m:i ..te or t Ii aent.

th t Fr ins .a report to the Commission
was not se...tteo tt. Dcrce , 1976, the committee's
indene:t- ent a, i -  nac ceasact ". . i. ,-Ist, 1976. Ar.

c.. kh .. ,ont and the PFC, however,
C..C.2 L, e.,C0t, for a speech which

-:,v ) C:, 1. a,-sas City, a trip to
Vail ,i r:,< u",. si c :.v,-.-i : to d s u s wit h the

C. . . . .7

,Ee, b, .i cn h t . . ..-. l a t. : -. fndr tsar and his
a o- o niant , the (Lnrai election.

2 1. CD th. cc.t:a ta x dturc s were

thane 0e u ..a c a s oaaice vfo e.r uti
f Zn,2 .. r: an of lecal flees which is

anex(at:,.v .,&ir.
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The only exchanges which Mr. Secchia had with the II C
regarding his independent expenditures save the previosly
mentioned comversation with Mr. Holt was a discussion wiLth
Mr. Morton's assistant, Mr. Kahle in May of 1976 and a conver-
sation after the convention with Mr. Morton's successor,
Mr. Baker. During both of these conversations, Mr. Secchia
informed them of his past independent activities; Mr. Kahle
offered no encouragement or appreciation for his activities
and Mr. Baker specifically informed Mr. Secchia that because
of FEC guidelines, they should have no further contact regarding
the political campaign.

Requested Information

Your letter of December 7, 1976, suggests that certain
afactual information be submitted in order to demonstrate that

no action should be taken aaainst Mr. Secchia. Accordingly,
the following responses are submitted to your questions:

1. A description of [Mr. Secchia's] duties and
the dates and location of [hisl involvement
.ith the President Ford Comittee on both
a oaid and volunteer basis.

,As set forth above, Mr. Secchia functioned as a volunteer
campaiar. worker and fundraiser for the PFC durin,. the in i 1:tial1
stages of the primary campaiqn, Prior to his disassociatio -
in a,, 1976, Mc. Sechia directed and orqanized the "Scatter
Blitzer" trius to Florida and Wisconsin. The PFC issued

oc Secchia $2,500 for "Scatter Blitzer" expenses which he gave
another volunteer for payment of expenses incurred in Wisconsin.
Mr. Secchia was never paid for his political activity nor was
he an employee of the PFC. 'Ar. Secchia's only other involvement
with the PFC or its acents were meetings attended in Washing ton,
D.C., in late May, 1976, and in Vail, Colorado, in late August,
1976. Finally, Mr. Secchia assisted the White }Douse Advance
Tean on November 1, 1976, for the President's visit to Grand
Rapids. At no time, according to Ir. Secchia, did he cooperate
consult, or work in concert with the PFC or its agents with
re-zard to ,is or th Friends indeDel den t expend i tures. orCover ,
none of4 hi s or th-e Friends' indetendent expenditures werC made
at the recuest or suggestion of the President, the PFC or its
agents.

2. The articulars, including dates, of the
•,rvose to wnic" all monies disburse,

to [Zr. Secchia] t r President Ford
:'om7itteo were put.

-----------
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Page Seven

The only monies disbursed to Mr. SOceblia was the
previously mentioned $2,500.00 for "Scatter Blitzer expenses
in Wisconsin.

3. The last CIatle on which you received monies
from tIhe Preside t Ford Co m 'i t tc.

Other than the $ 2,500 00 disbursed to Mr. Sechia
$.1,500.00 additional was received from a. PFC agent just prior
to the genera, election. On approxin*teiv October 29, 1.976,
Mr. Bill Nicholson, who was the load adcvanc;cman in Grand
Rapcids, gave mr. Secchia $1,5D02.00 for advance expenses incurred
for the President s welcome ho e parade.

4. 'he first dates of any activity or meetingbv th Friends of the.F ir-t . ami l Commi ttee,

inclucinn an1 U:CtV tIv before Committee filed
with the Fe era ia 1ccion Cormmission.

Shos onl:O meetino of the Friends took place on May 24,
1 9 ?T, w ich w, s t tended 1zy Vessrs. Seechia and Davis. 0,.n

e oa dc . setting forth the com:m:ittee's
ic-crs were e x e C eI:io a, 1 e \,, Uh e Com:mission.

- .e b' :ct's or r':c:s Yr. Secchia7
aswith" D '..-' Vhobnov, Riehard 2. Kugh, Ric'hard

DeVos, or J7\ Vn- Andeli, al_ of Grand Rapids,
Michinan, reoa rdin d the election effort of
President Ford.

Mt:r. Secchr a had the oll- in meetic rcnat
c)].IoInc 0 tines o r co0 t ~cs

with the foilowin individuals:

ka) David eh v:

r.h: is a "ei :hbor and close ,-riend o
. :. as. hus, ahe': ha d merous 0o: - a  re ardin-

t.. + ,e ..Ct.:.n cfOrt CVcYT the' :;OSt ',c.r .. h. 20o2Z a~',cts,
ho.'rt+, re.;ardin:' ind .... .n .cd.., e:.:penoitures wo re betw.e,,' May 11 -c!, %, c7 t

"c co::ta 2c ) S t o:,. i:
' h "ar:.- 0Y:. .os•
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(d) Jay Van Andel:

The only contact with Mr. Van Andel was in
Nay, 1976, reqarding; independent expenditures. As noted
previously, Mr. Secchia advised Mr. Van Andel to seek counsel
from his own attorney.

6. Did [HIr. Secchia] or any member of the Friends
of the First Family Comnittee hzave any contact
with individuals associa ted with President Ford,
his authorized committees or agents, at any
time subsequent to the formation of [his]
committee? If so, describe the nature of all
such contacts.

in late August, 1976, .r. Secchia attended the
Republ.can convention as a spectator. Iiis only activity
in Kansas City involvi.nC the PFC was a speech he gave to a
volunt.eer grou called he resentials regarding his
"Scatter Blitzer" tri:-s. All other subsequent contact withthe President, the PC, or their acents wore social in nature

save the Dreviouslv mentioned advance activities at the end
of October, 1976.

Your letter of December ,, .976, rec:uests certain
pertinent informiation from Vr. Secchia in order to demonstrate
that no action shlould be taken by he uo.,,ission against him.
The letter also states that your inquiry relates to the
possible violation of Section 441a (a) (7) (B) (i) of Title 2,
United States Code. TL.is definition section, administered
and rimarily enforced b the Commission, provides;

3B) (i) exnenditures <ace ny any person
n coornatin, consultat £on, or concert
..,ti;, or a- t reuest or sues on of,
a candid t, . h'sz.authorized -""I' .  cal
c on i A eer z t C .e
ConSIdered to Vo a co ntri ]t to such
candidate." J~auhasis added,

The section was not '::coror e .o the
Federal l.ection Campaiq laws until the 176 amendments
were assea " Cnress an, siane i ---. by the President.
The a-endments did not bcome effective until Yay 11, 1976.

"inr: ;:ortant. to roc at to-.s juncture of _your

inu r' that this provision had "-no corras, ondin or specifically
related counterart rvision under te Federal Election Camz)aicn
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Act Amendnmerts of 1974 (P.L. 93-443). In fac, the only
provision under thJe 1974 Amend.ents to the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, which addressed the question of
andependent expenditures was Section 608(e) of Titla 18,
United States Code, whii ch provided:

(e) Expenditure relative to clearly identified
candidate.

(1) o person may ak any expenditure
(other than a. exuenditure made by or
on behalf of a candidate v:ithin the
meanine of subsection (c) (2) 13) relative
to a clearly identified candidate durina
a caze.ndar year wh ich, when added to all
other ex>enditures made by such person
during the "ear advocatin- the election
O of defeat a: such candida-e, exceeds

(2) For :curposes of a ragraph ( ) --

.', clear identifed .ans

4--. - . . an-, . -c a n 1 s ::nme appears,
-an or drawing of the

ii .e 2&ent: ' of ohe candidate
- ab..- unambiguous

ret eren c.

Scon 6"3(e is the same rovision of the 1974
amendmets which te Court fo,-d .. auc'htwt: vagueness
in Buc-l:v ._ Valec, s uria. - hus, h Court noted in footnote
53 of its ___ C eSC d7cSion that ao! i"dcpndcnt expenditure wouldbe cons0,,. c a contr... in,. if h costs %,:., re incurred at

Je reuuest or consent of hec canodazcorhisacntuo,~~ C C0- <.C" it or his agent"

Cititno ,-_, rear-" : . . s crovlsion, the Court

u.L -Ln :&L; an tn~cse o2 dSfuthr z tt

-,I t 0, r£ j-,C an OxrM O" S
It~s t t-:;' i- : Lk ' tw.en , "anthor-

.** ~ I.. r IAune k\''-' y I x ~ 4I vn7.o..-.0 . netnL :~O: 1 . dit ur s governed

I r.-_ A - I

-v '68{:: r so ::n:'r'ne. cau

% 2.-t S:>ent.S anCJI> ac to.'- .e noes so c-om"v o:l' c: ! own,

-4,2 candla Z -. , o that
would cot 'u cu a.... cy..n.i-
ture on: - f cf C c 1dat' uncer
section 64,,. of te -il. %he rson
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making the expenditure would have to
report it as such.

'However, if the advertisement was
placed in cooperation with the candidate's
campaign organization, then the amount
would constitute a giLft by the s up.I.ortr
and expenditure by the candidate--jul;t as
if there had been a direct contribution
enablin : thA candidate to place the adver-
tisement, himself. It would be so roported
by both. S. Rep. 1o. 93-689, p.18 (1974)"

Faced with this climate of vacueness and uncertainty,
the Conunission un..nmouslv adopted on May 28, 1976, a "Policy
StateM.nt" on the s.b..ect of ine ,,ndent expenditures. This
Policy Statement, received bv counsel fc.r Mr. Secchia during
t-he t4h ird wee. of Jun., n 1.619-,, vastly erpands the previousl
cited Court 1 anc ,- d "

of It is further , th view of the Conmmoission that
,excenditures mace on behalf of a .!ear1 v identified

candidate b" or tarouca any 'rs.n who is, or has
been, authorized to raise cr excend funds; ho Is
or has been, an officer of an authorined con~'ittee
of ta candidate; or orwho is, or has been, receivedany form of conrensation or re.mburscment from the
candidate, the candidates coC]mitte. or agent is
pre sumpti,ev not Independent, see .109.!(b) (4)

of the uropose reculations.
The Cocuissi on also notedc in it rees of .a 8 96C, ~ ~ ~ ~ , S S _0, C- - - .a s o C ., 'lay 28, 197',
regarding the Rolicv Statement that it was,

Ieno issued on an interim basis for

ouitancce to candidates and commi ttees -ending
ronuoa....0 to reo'ulations

0e r. t , .1 :- uina tots ;.-ro.sic, were not ublished

t...e ,4. c rJ7L Roea ..r as c-o se-- rer: ul ions until A .uqust 25,
191t; a:, ;, to - . :,.J.l Zi)s s -:::a < ..... . , n .... .c Lati.ons

e Iv St r. rvev , :,c-:.od 'by Congress

istiS..,,re,,t to reOn:c :nt a acite ]e[j 4 ti.atear.u.... "a .omci ... .L rc~a rrcoses the Conmiss>cn
is wi -'...... rcuttion at this ite
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The aforementioned historical review c.U this !!
controversial provision is not presented to Confuse the
issue here, rather its purpose is to illustrate the state
of confusion which e. isted at the time PMr. Socv.hia andc the
Friends undertook their independent expenditures. All
independent expenditures according to Mr. , S... n c, n r
Davis, save the $.05. 41 purchase of camaicn buttons, were
incurred prior to recei:,) L-_ of: the Conimuission's Policy State-
Mnt n Such ure Accordingly, neithr Mr. Secchia,
the Friends, nor their counsel, were aware of the presumption
o, non-inde~oendence estab'lis-,d by the Comission in its
guidelines or in its subsequent recula tions. Moreover, as
previously noted, the Co.Lmission itself had provided contrairy
advice on this subject to Mr. Secchia's counsel on a number
of occasi....

In sum, it s1 submitted tat nz' o ither Mr .Secchia nor
... ....i~ ,e-ded. a monies in...ep dent.... y .. n. :,behalf

of r. Ford' s camron w ich Ire in contravention of theCeCer- l election camnalgj. laws, reu lions, or c-uidelines
were iec ,ai' I force at the time such expenditures

were incurred M oreover, as previously statedl, .Secchia
not Coo: erat csuct,Sult or work in concert with the

President, PC, or its a-.cnts re..Tai-'1inc an-, of his or
" -e.enuon eocnditures and -either the President

n-or : ni caeaic:n ommi toe or agents recuested orsucgcstd a a time That sucu exSenditures ho undertaken.

Conc usi on

CBased onti" facts• resent the applicable
t., is o,\' .. si i ttod that no action

xctke d h eom 0so re~ric taimater.
I- w .-_ .- s that this :D.-or re:.ain confidential

accoroanc ;,:o:2 LC Section 437I:(a) 3)

bin cero l ,

CL'-Y NL..' T ' "/ TI

V 7c
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e;. ;szzn Coor.Jin ator
PrsiFd. ord

L r Johnl

T:; :cr;y i sn't w.or ir.. I
"i t or . irs, :J jen ior "0-

Ch o~orcar, adwl fm.r

fl .Vv -. ) . . .. r al , ,,.

s*~c ~z Iciavi~ii of' c )ursz!, tiJa faihr2, r;u 4 c&1
t, .ailur to ,-lx"2 .r ss Cn the pruvio!.s b4i.ILi, . "o;,:) ,,

.4 .. 6 16.

Ycur :~,. in a ir a v,ho m ns n -ful 1o to . an.d r.' far i y.rLv2I- txtrough you, "rd your m-;Wittz, has b e ca ie dizm-r.Since, ha aav L"-.- .... ;
Si,C T kavie ~ cut on contributions, and i,,;- r-,cd f.
i-aAI ' "assumptjion of ees.  , I fc.,ll that anythin a.cc,,pli:,>.- by
r..: frc.i this point on s beid cl one in thai~la,an fasibicn as an in-C . no a r d Uan t!, 1'W v " per

(:Auaa.C.... and person..

. enjoying i. . statur2. Solicito :o. - "' i
..... &.- ,f ; rat Slor:.jori . Sorry it 'idn' " a -,
. 11 all k~ioi nex*t Tuesdaj just, icw bad it v-.

co: ' ;,,'.x Flshier
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It is nur opinion that your prior xiafiiiation with any authorizcd
co.mitee uffiiently :e. - ovc te i c I I I'rom being on-C
SidrdC in coovic io-' concsi] --in o" ci ccrt, ,tc. -c

be taintc )'y su hsonur nt su ofr o' or contacct witt Lte c!ndiiiltt.e

V\Xrv trill* v,* r,

Leonard .a6 Vofius, r.

cc
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CLARY. NANTZ. WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

GRAND RAPIDS. MICHICAN 49503

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REOUESTED

1323 K Street, N
W.sinDto , C

V r~

20463

.'Xttcnt o: l  Ms. Carol Darr

Re: .I R -321 F76)
(Pet er F. Secchia)

Dear M"s. Darr:

Ths lete.r is in response to the ?'oderal Election
lette ed Dcember q 6' d r ived bv Mr.
Dece....r ii, V7.

Cormission ' S

Secchia on

As attorneys for Mr. Secchia, please be advised we have retained
Attorney T. Timothy Ryan, and the Washinaton, D.C. law firm of
Counihan, Casey & Loomis, as co-counsel in this matter.

I am advised by Mr. Ryan
Szie<ie f .,our office on
reten-tion {. t-is matter.

that he spoke with you and with David
December 17, 1976, and advised of his

This of,--ice has commenced assembiino- the extensive materials, infor-
:nation and documents requested; how,.;ever, due to Mr. Ryan's temporar-v
absence from Washinoton and the Cristmas holidays, we -ind it imn,,)-
sible to col': with the ten , time limitation.

We will be meet in with 'r. rvan the week of December 27 and will
makea formal and aupropriate res onse by December 31, 1976.

If ta4is is not 3cCectable to ;o, )lease advise.

Ye rT " trul, vours,

David Spiecle
Peter T. Secchia
T. Timothy Ryan

T. RW, N -Z, "O & 'AN Cl DEN

/Leonard M. PbffAjs, J~.

S , .:A "

,,U• A ., , r

De combe r 20, 1976

LMH /lim
cc: Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
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CLARY. NANTZ. WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORFNEYS AT LAW

7(jC) C:C* r3,'f F4(::,F BUILDINrl,

GRAN) RAPI'S. tAICHIGAN 49503

, , : C L r,

A: , m. ' f N., ,

December 20, 1976

TEL. 1P"- 6 0.- 6 ANT .*4"

CERITFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

/ ~

FT'ederal Elecct O'. Co.,ission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
Attention: Ms. Carol Darr

Re: MUR 321 (76)
(Peter F. Secchia)

Dear Ms. Darr:

This letter is in response to the Federal Election Commission's

letter dated December 7, 1976, and received by Mr. Secchia on

December 11, 1976.

As attorneys for Mr. Secchia, please be advised 
we have retained

Attorney T. Timothy Ryan, and the Washington, D.C. law firm of

Counihan, Casey & Loomis, as co-counsel in this ratter.

I am advised by Mr. Ryan that he spoke with 
you and with David

Spiegle of your office on December 17, 1976, and advised of his

retention in this matter.
This office has comenced assembling the extensive materials, infor-

mation arnd documents requested; however, due to Mr. Ryan's temporary

absenc.e from Washinoton and the Christmas holidays, 
we find it impos-

sib2e to com-]lv" with the ten day time limitation.

We will be meetinc: with Mr. Ryan the wee-k of December 27 and will

make a formal and a;:nropriate response 
by December 31, 1976.

If this is not acceptable to you, please advise.

Very truly yours,

co: Mr. David SpieglE:

Mr. Peter F. Secchia
Mr. T. Timothy Ryan

L, N'.Z, woop VA,- ORD oN
L / A-r

a



CLARY. NANTZ. WOOD S& VAN ORDEN

S

S 
S1



I* (/v(fCAVL1

f IJ[I)ERAIt [('Il ION COMISSI(N

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED [] [o 71976

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
GraId rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Deli -  "'r Secchia:

On the basis of information obtained in the
normal course of our supervisory reponsibilities, the
Conmissicn found reason to believe that you may have
violated 544la(a) (7) (B) (i) of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, which states that:

expenditure made by any person in cooperat ion,
consultation, or concert, with, or at the request
or suggestion, of a candidate, his authorized
political committee or their agents shall be
considered to be a contribution to such candidate.

Your prior relationship to the President Ford
Comamittee and their disbursement of money to you causes
reason to believe that your individual expenditures and
those of the Friends of the First Family Committee may
not have been independent within the meaning of §431(p).
This finding is based on a review of the reports filed by
you individually for independent expenditures, the President
Ford Committee, and the Friends of the First Family Com-
mi tteo.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to
(1nem.lrate that no action should be taken against you.
Ple.ise submit am.' factual or legal material, such as copies
of ca:.celled checks, receipts, or affidavits, which you
LI I eve wi11 document the following:

VOMM1SSO9
)ILE COPY

OI OF GENERA[ COUt44
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1. A descrition of your duties and the dat ,, and
location of your involvement with the President Ford Committee
on both a i paid and volunteer bas is;

2. Th 1.e particulars, ino']ud inq dates, of the, purposes
to which all monies disbursed to you by the Proi. dent Ford
Cormittee were put;

3. The last date on which you received monies from
the President Ford Comumittoe;

4. The first dates of any activity of meeting by
the Friends of the First Family Committee, including any
activity before Committee filed 'Wth the r l
Comm i s si on.

.

5. Descrice any meetings or contact you may have, had
with David "* -hnev, Richard P. Kuqhn, Richard DeVos, or
Jay Van Andel, all of Grand Rapids, Michigan, reqarding
the election effort for Preside-t Ford;

6. Did you or any 7,-mber of the Friends of the First
Family committee have any': contact with individuals associated

P wi President Ford, his authorized committees or agents,
at any time subsequent to the formation of your committee?

- If so, describe the nature of all such contacts.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
If you have any questions, please contact Carol Darr
(telephone no. 202/332-4041), the attorney assigned to this
matter.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) unless you notify the Commission in
,riti n; that you wish the investigation to be made public.

If you intend to be ronresented by counsel in this
-- tI , n lease have- such counsel so notifv us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
Genera . Counsel

FEFRAL O, rMMISStON

IL COPY



0 EDER (unplft iftdi
I Add Ymr addrs in the RETURN TO" s"eO Os

U rf

I 1. The following service is requested (check one).

[ ] Show to whom and date delivered ........... ISo

E] Show to whom. date, & address of delivery.. 35s

a, _J RESTRICTED DELIVF.RY

Show to whom and date di-h,,rrd 654

- RESTRICTED DEI.IVERY.

Show to whom, date. and address of detiver 85$

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

01L 3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:

REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED NO INSURED NO.

(Atwell% obftlf s~gisture of addIS101 O

I have received the article described above.

SIGNATURE Addresse A:itkoriyed agent

a DAT OF OtLIVERY

Z . ADDRESS (Comp~te oly if requetel)

--27 : c..+- "..

6 UNABLE TO ELIVER BECAUSE . mC .

GP NIW O 2B3E4AU



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 321 (76)

Peter Secchia

CERT .F iC AT IO'

Marjorie . Em.os Secr:-arv to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify tnat or December 2, 1976, the

Commission determined bv a vote of 4-0 that there was reason to

believe a violation o, §4-ia(a ,"Bii, , had been comitted in

the above-captioned matter. Comrissioners Staebler and Tiernan

were not present at the time of t:e vote.

Secr arv to the Commission



December 2, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

RE:

BILL OLDAKER

MARJORIE EM'' 0n - -

MU 3 () 1UR 32 21 76); and MUR 332 (76)

The above mentioned r-,URs were transmitted to the Commissioners

on November 30, 1976 at 3:30 p.r.

All three ",.-!Rs have received objections.

MURs 319 (76) and 321 (76) have been placed on the

Compliance Agenda for the meeting on December 2, 1976.

N.UR 332 (76) has been placed on the Compliance Agenda

for the meeting on eDce;-ber 8, 1976.



DAILE TND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:
(''V (-'/5 NO. MUR 321

REC' D: 10/1/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name:

Respondent' s Name:

Relevant Statute:

Initiatedi intcornall' ____________

Peter Secchia

§411la (a) (7) _(B)(i____ ________

Internal Report Che2cked: reptorts filed by PFC, Secchia S I-A Fre, i.s of '

Federal Agencies Checked:

Mr. Secchia's prior e ationhi - r ., with noh P 1EC and thei .. r disbursc,-ent

money to him constitute reason to " 't hi tbe-"-=-t _e itu*res

were not indeoenent Peter Secc> . ~ece~.-~*'~-A $7,502 Inc'sorent

PFC,_he last of which ocurred on ay ", 1975 fr $5,000. One week L. ,, -

May - , 1976 Secchia c 1 S,57 .17 f.ot _- of ne,.s anz t r as 4--n c. h

"ind6Doend nen t 1%

to the Federal

Three wee-s aftcr the $S,00 S ! Irs t. ,

PRELIT'.. LCA AM:)-YS%7 (See , -icont uton '

Secchia's inde:ndont "xpendi ures " , bth ,,l.2vidual ', and as chai ....

"Friends of the 'irst withia --- nth after he received S5,020 f -:...

the PF'C causes reason to b-1dtvc that his ex oenditures may ha%- beeo - "in

Cooo--at on, cc .. lta.. , or c.2&.., w , or at the .. C.uest or s. ..

candiate, his t ori- "ItiC or their agents,"

C iA'rc a... O ribu'icn to he c:,,.-id- at Such a contribution

Secchia in ix iC t-'ic's, .'hic he had alrea,-y c ,t '-

Reaso:n to - ',.c': vi 1at~o. 102 .o ..... -,cQ ( .' __i • ,so, attached lett'-.'

Date ( f Ac;-:t C,:u' 0 t !as L r .'a t - e

None

S U M:.AR Y

an C: t*':.

OF A,0% . , ,

S C ' i ...... .



CONTINUATION SHEET

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Election Commission as Chairman of the "Friends of the Fi,,;t

Family," an "independent" committee which has spent approxi-nately

$43,000.

Mr. Secchia had already contributed up to his $1,000 limit.

I-
-

-I

* j

* 4

~ I

'1

~.1

* *

.... r•-- 1HqmI~ I'm V m" aMq ~ qllDlTP Nm~em1I~w q Qbfqp



FEDERAL [LEClION COMMISSION

1325 K STRItT NW
IN.\Si 4,h1G i O', ,D C. 2046)

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETUR R'C> 7?PJXEUESTED

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

On the basis of information obtained 
in the normal

-- course of our supervisory responsibilities, 
the Commission

found reason to believe that you may 
have violated §441a(a)

(7) (B) (i) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971,

as amended, which states that:

expenditures made by any person in cooperation,

consultation, or concert, with, or at the request

or suggostion., of a candidate, his authorized

political committee or their agents 
shall be

considered to be a contribution to such 
candidate.

Your prior relationship to the President 
Ford Cormittee

and their disbursement of money to you 
causes reason to

believe that your individual ex.penditures and those of the

Friends of the First Family Comittee may not have been

independent within the meaning of 5431(p). 
This finding

is based on a review of the reports filed 
by you individually

for independent expenditures, the President 
Ford Comittee,

and the Friends of the First Family Committee.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate

that no action should be taken against you. Please submit

any fact'ual or legal material, such as copies of cancelled

checks, receipts, or affidavits, which you believe will

document the following:

1. The particulars, including dates of 
the purposes to

which all monies disbursed to you by the President Ford Com-

mittee were 'Dut;



-2

2. The last date on which you have received monies
from the President Ford Committee;

3. The first date of Tny activity or meeting hy the
Friends of the First Family Comittee, including alny
activity before Comittee filed with the F1ederal Elh'ction
Commission.

4. Describe your relationship with David Mehney,

Richard P. Kughn, Richard DeVos, or Jay Van Andel, all of
Grand aids,ichian. Have you met with them or had any
contact with them regarding the election effort for
President Ford.

5. Did you or any m,.,,-er of your co-mittee have any
contact with in21vi&uals associated with President Ford, his
authorized co-ttees or agents, at any tlme subsequent to
the formation cf ,our committee? If so, describe the
nature of all such contacts.

The Co.mission is under a duty to investigate this
- matter ex:,editiouslv; theref-ore, -sour r onse should be

submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
If you have any. cuesti0ns, please cont.ct Carol Darr
(telepncn, no. 202/332-4041) 1 the attorney assigned to this
matter.

This matter .ill remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §437-(-) (3) unless you notify the Commission in
writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.

If you intend to be rcpresented by counsel in this matter,
please have such counsel so notif . us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G ..... Jr.
General Coun .ol
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MEMORANDUXM

TO: Al Keema

FROM: Ernest Swiger,4
Ronald Krouse-n

SUBJECT: Analysis of 434(e) rilers Supporting Ford

In th ce co o c f ana ~ g t7ne reports of both the 4 34 (e)
filers in sup::crt of P.esident_ ord acnd the reports of the ?FC,
we have no-duo: t_ r.... Pet-r-_ Sochia ,has been active in sever
capacities. We ha-e found te. .r. Secca.Ja has received co.-c-

tion of $7,502 f-cn the PC as wel as iade inde pendent e::noi-

tures of $1,752 . ..... r, as Cha'man cf the Friends of t
First ra ., : has su'scr"isod the r.ceit and exendrture or
$43,000 b • " .. .hcr ....: o.. "-e. Thi activity ra'-ses

questions about the stuS of Mr. Secchia's "independence," as

well as cha of the unauthorlied Friends of the First FamIV
comit tee.

The significant element in .hat will be described bclo;, zs
the fact that on t-re occQ sio:, Mr. ecchi ,e .'ments. .. ...... .. .e ni rec ,: Ne d . .. -- t

or reimbu -sents_ ......, th e P'C . On "a rch 27, he received a av-
mcnt of $2,50 for "Or," which accordi: to the PC SchccU _
printout ::as ctmi:o o2 L 0" 2, " t nQ Bxnditure." On

the same day, h'I 11i' r vedi a $2,500 advance which was listed on
the printout as Schedule B, line 22, FundraIiig Exp enditrs ."

This entry avopoared as follows:

Advance - State Fund $2,500 CR

Advance - State Fund $2,500

Both of these oav-,nts arc in th '. "ay 0, 976 report. I.
the June 10 r-ort- ,r. SIcLhia 27ev-, a 2, 500 advance for
"Travel an d .'Ai - .. .n.. .- s on May 4 This was listcd as

a line 20 

A:pc 

.d tu e.

I"4' .



es. I*0"

Mr. Secchia advised FEC by telegram of his $2,500 indepc-ndent
expenditure for newspaper ads placed in three Michigan papers on
May 11. The Form 5 which he filed late in May detailed only
$1,572.17 in independent expenditures. Section 109.1(b) (4) (1) (B)
of the Regulations specifies that a person who "is, or has bef-n,
receiving any form of compensation or reinhur-,cments from the
candi(Late, the candidat-'s committee or agent," i.s not acting
independently iCc suci expcnditure would be dcemed to be Nade
in ceopera ton or in c c:: itat ion ",-'th the cn :n,!idate or autior::o1
committee. It would tus a. ear that .,Mr1-. . chia' s independent
expenditure should be regarded as an in-kind contribution.

It should be noted that M.r. David .eIney reported that ho
and his wife shard he C osts o two of . Secchia's r. ads,
and th-at'. r . .h:.ev , ; 2:e sac:t $ ,"4. If Mr. Secnia's
status to
wou].d castsr.:dout

are c 0or
The atta::- :r i

for such

cte
the aICs .1u1r.o m

4c,:-.s , .... s:r ':,&.d n those . .::c.or i1>,.

a R ids. its
... : ads, w:ch s S:,_

I ] S S1evi ence, a r c-."
bunurt.c to note any similarities.

Mr. Scch> as Ch : of the riends of the First Fa.,ilv
Co.. - . ,- rez9 o. $43,000 -V

unautaor-iZK: ........ ..... : • n tae PFC ,.'cui

jeoparci: ' :.:.o t u ......~e . "ea status of the "o-J:t
urther, this i 'i .-. tha bew - the i ... :

"u z bn - e con r t ... n o F -  the irsc'

dent cx;: c: n :r Cc s e-riends o-" he FIrS
Famil S.-cch a v at t.o con ribu ion limits.

We would he . s<
if referred to a-c
related, race, nren, w.,e ."

to di:c thi iti h you in detail
t,. .0 ziC-%,1-

u .. i' .. ' o a v s h m o
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iDcmbox 17, 19'76

V .)Ixlcl C~o. or .l t]lo l InCo i 0 S "L Al1~~~ ~~ D~ 2, 5 ,Str00La
WA Ve on \. 1'P11"' t 0 11

0i20h6dopnl 1Ilotion Co uiss:i. on.

132R 0 t rtWas:Lng"'toii, DO 20463

nE: 1ZAS0262]]I

D~oaor Oomimi ssikorier T]hormsonI

Tt is reGrett od that te enclosed roports could riot be subitited
oarl'et, Y'ihiL our initial repqrts wore all timely filed, we
were dvise .... 5bsoqucnu to their subn'lission- thiat the Coiumissionts
systo::i ]ad boon com]uiutori-ed. Since our reports included some
itX o.l~toil wit'! ovorlapping dates, it vas necessary for us to,
re-do otur .July 10 Quarterly ioeport and our Termination Report.
'Ihose are hrew:ith enclosed.

It has always been our desire to be cooperative and in tota! colr-
CC pl-tucce v.,ith the spiit. and let :o. of the Law. Iniodeec, "s ottr

ropor~s list, over Q1,600 x,'as invested by us in. lea counsoX tok-) I. in le nl o-s l

be as certain as po ssible tlat we complied fully. HIowever, since
the ]Fiends of the 3irst Fam-.mily Conmiittee was dissolved on September 23,
19716, I lave not had fuids for legal advice or assistouee.

<-- Because of tle obove and the need to condu11ct my own personalt
buo:Iiness -viol thoe 1c. of PICfrS tuitil after NoverIber 10,
thes;e ie]o-rj are de.ayed. Py sincero apo.lo;ies accopaly this
let Ue- r.

I have stud:Led tho reporting instructions conscientiously and amii
confident tnt our rcnor-ts are now in the order w11 :ic> your staff
has Iocsted. :Ln fact, except for a couple of iaj.inor instances
of ;,i:isunderst:.it:, our ori,--inal report'wor factually correct.
Yo.r s ta." }as beeI eifu] in poi:.i-.,, o.... we could be most
accurate, anid the enclosed roports nowi reflect changes or amendments
in thoso few spots where we had not fully comprehlended instructiolls
or wis:i.ntorprcted infornation 'previously.
OLr first repot should stand as filed (the )Oth day report following

theo primnry el.cti:tn oC 6/8/7 il tle state of Ohio, coveriig the
period fro:.I ;av ,7 t] i'oujh Juno 20. )
Our two sib.'equen-t roe-rLs nre -upersed.d by the enc.os.d, Those
corl lor repol-t..- o ro ,,-.1 tio , -,- 10 lc,,Oort O- our first ter"-A tion
report, siiottl~l tvrez'eforvo be tiest-rovod; s:Lnoe to SO hoewith contain

the. n o-::.:at :Ls c, ;I e;t .- ].l. u:cc t n.;. th.e foo:' d:U ected by
your it."af . hd i, p.rc,. l'o.r. 'For compt eri;.at :on wit!.out overlapping
of 1Ites.

T trtlst thatt xj.'; s.-t.i."" 'eotl. cliarS tn all prior quostions.
Til.,k. you fora your a tv to, i.,2,1cC, 2u, c L. :ide tlon; nd .'3holll fu't;he-
info; .- ion ho :wo ,,!, 1 'I caii a . erl].I( to T0ep,,1d Lro .Y,



3 Report z Receipts and Expenditures
July ,, for a kndidate or Committee r . rT ,
1 K S,. om,,on, ,.w. Supporting any Candidate(s) for ... . .
Washington, D.C. 20463 Nomination or Election to Federal Office

Note: Coirnmittees authorized by a candidate to receive contributions and make expendittire. in connection with more than one election must ,riintaln sIparate
it-cords with respect to each election.

1(el Name. of Candidate or Committee (in full) II Check if name or address is changled

Frietnds of the First I;aruly Committee
1bi Address (number and street)

la3ox 5041).1......
(CI City Sta te and ZIP coie

Rockl'or, .11 ')1341

4 Type of Report (Check app opriae box and complete, if applicable)

(a) Amendment For I1l 1 (c'" July 10 Cuartewly Report
(Which report) 1d) U- October 10 Quarterly Report

(b) L] April 10 Quarterly Report

2 Ideati/iication Number

-C 0 0 0.12 5 -') 0 __

3(e) is this a relisort of receipts and exflirndrtures

for only one clection'" Is Yes "1 No

1b) It "Yes," for which ,leeri|On
Ulli- PJ T---1 ,-y on

genurel, primary, runoff) (date)

() [1 January 31 Year End Report
(f) [. Monthly Report . . . .

(Month)

(gi U] Termination Report

(h) Li1 Tenth day report preceding election on in the State of
(primary. general or con,.ention) (date)

(i 1 Thirtieth day report fOil Win . election on In the State of

Candidate or Committee Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
5 Covering Period. From J .ne1 e 2) Through J1u1,_e 30, 1976

Seltion A - Cash Balance Summary
Column A Column F

This Period Calendar Year-To-Date

G Cash on hind January 1, 1r.6 .. ......... ..... ..............................

7 C3sh on hand at beginning of reportirg period .............. . ........................

S.

$

8 'o*t receipts (from line 19) ..... .................................................

T'd4 Sutitotal (Add lines 7 and 8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total expenditures (From line 251 ..................... ...................... ...

10 Cast, OnA at close of reo ,irting pe iod (Subttrjct line 9 from line 8) .....................

11 Contriboli,- items (-r han io to be li:4u .ae (,.ttnh tomized Qstl........... 9..........

Section B - Presidontial Campaign E xpenditures Subject to Limitation . Summary

(To Be Used On!y By Presidential C-indidates Receiving Federal Funds)

12 Opertimg expenditures (irom line 20) ................................................. $

13 Refundjs .nd Rebates (from line 7) ...................................................

14 (a) E .kp ndi,.Lres su1.iu e(t to lnritotion iS~jbt-.ct line 13 from Ine 12) ....................

(bi) r P5err.iture5 on p'o" years sub;ecl to i, .t .on . ......................................

(c) Total e en~liturus sut;eCl to limitat on (,? d ;rues 14o andl 14ul .. ..................

None........ 'n.
.3,881 .36

None
..............

S. 28,5.0o

$ 38,665.00

2491"83.621

3.8 ol X 6 S -38S1.36

$

$ ______ S _

ti

I iortify tlat I hnve exaruined his Relort. ono to tiro best of , . j t anor complete.

I ',i-.id Ne r of I ureaso r or Ca,ndidate) ' S Ivl)ru ,f Trcjse ;r(,r or Can J .fte)

ovem2e _1') 1
(Diater)

0'v S t l , ionr of CI f 01i 00 "is 7'r r','' 'i)lte ilfor ""qt .r-1* 6o ) jt ct the per i sor l;nir.ll t, is P ii 0 'r t ir the ironaltrf: of ?i U.S.C, 4.3 7
qj or

F-or furirler L F edleral ( lef t . . C ''r1flSS0 All.y~ mictor, tepoilttr? l"orein rrrrry not to ( l~'e or salu or ur~e iy any piurson fn! vu~rpoM.es
infoin,,nitonAn 13 b nrtti N ".
infotr~ii ian 1 J~J N Stri,. t NA.i of slsin tiiir cointrlt,iitirin or fur irni (0 nnt'n.' Iii 1 urpobe.

Convct %d~fiiilO rC ( C A'i0463

Ts



rtc Form 3Da Sc
96iled Summary Schedule of Re its and Expenditures

f eral .(ectloPage2

Washinyton. D.C. 2104j3 ( a e2

Name of Cntoidati or Committ'o

PART I RICEIPTS

15 Contr ot ions and other Incormo

(m) Ile"ltzd (uSe Schedule A ....... ............................

1b) U-t,r'-zed. ...........................................

1C) S ,fcs ,,rd Collections Incuffed Above

L ' ! by event on nerrn o So ht. iole D (S . . .

(d Suit,.rt of contr hut ions ind other itcume ..... .....................

18 1 rr. s w,i 'oan Repayments Received

(a) Itc - , il fuse S(hedulc A ) ..... ... . .......... ....... .. ....
(b) U o , b ' .' .t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(c) S.vb . u loans anrcl lon repc'rments received ......................

17 Re.' ,: h t',r, s, Returns Rece-v.j

(a) Ic,' ,t. edjule 0)..........................................

Wr.) c4t:.' ltk- s, -e$talvs, returns ...............................

18 Trans'.

(a) F, .. , ,:t CcIrn:.t tern ze or) Sclcoic A P4e.ardle$o (ti Amount)

(b) F r.F r C. rr'n ~tcc: Ile':e or Schectule A leaciess u1 Anc.jrni!

1 in . . ... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PART 1I1,>.' %DITURES

R(PORT COVLlt)NW, I M' l(I(Jt)

111M, Juno "')

Column A
This Period

$ ...... ono
$ ...... None

s None

s ...... Nonle
S None

S ...... None
s ..... None

'S .. . .- % . .

S. .... Nono
S None
$ None

TO

* Colir )rt It
Clentor yo. , to i(,li

S 1 C 0) O. 0

6 5,.. .2S,6,d3.oc

20 (,er:" , s.i.;.!-,es lC 'u tees Receivln-_ Federal F unds Inc UW e F Undrasn. Le ' 3rd
- A ccB.. ,, . . . ., .,. .5.

(a) Iter, .. '' .us ' S h",r"ule 8).....................................................

lb ) L. . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c) Sunt e : t ' . . ' e pend itufo s .0.$ .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .

21' lndeptl, " . i n . i use Schedule El. .......................................

22 L 3r s, L . " Z ' ; oe rt- s, rc Ccntrbut~ on Retunds Masde
(a)~ ~~~ ~~ i r- ,,. ,. c Sc o l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ..

(b) .t'.,t,..: .. ...........................................................

c) Su, le: ' lox oans mi 0o- t ),)vments mra e and contribution rfuonds . . . . . . . ...

23 F- o,; r I.' P i. Ir to,3 Ca j 1igns R ece rg F edera I F u nds. Exemp: Fundrasing, Lt' a and

A (a ' , se S hod'r£ !'L Ut2 'eF".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(a) I: .. .. ; ._s S hedul" V-.).. . . ................................................

( b ) ,' : t . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

24 Tan.s 0.,

(a) lO At . . C '.rtrw tee V1*cvm:e on Schtrdu4' B Rejrdless o Amount) ... ................

(b) To Cl , L'.,-r71!!P S ( It t, - Ot1 Schedule B Re o.'rless Uf Amour) ........... .. ...

WS hr) S . ' !r -r fC fS Q -" t . . . . . . . . .. ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .

PART III V r.. S A) OBLIc A! 1'.%S

S ...... None

$ None

S io 0110C.

.$. .. . one

'........o..i 'o

S... . . .

$

'S
..... 1' one

None

1),7 8.6L

$....... 5 , 9- .... Z

0on
""r7, q6

2.'. ni. .. ~. . .. . t'~ ..n~i t L.. Cc.nrrntttet' II rt.t'ttir' ,~l I pn Sche'~lo )e C
1 None

27. ........... .... .... tcC m ttt Ie t~ealon S h dueC..... . . . ..... .............. $ 6.... 2 ... .27 1;ethts a.r;, ." m " . L., the Comrmnillee (Iterm~z ,ill on' Schedule C) ..)
( 

. .' . ......-

PART IV .* .\XA E DII URES, NET OF THANSF ERS O AND FROM
AF f ILIATE 1) CD ,M% IT i LES

2 8 "l ,klf .., ( r lr ,, 1 0 ) .. ............................................ . ..
2 9 T ,, r , .), ' - i n .: ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

,3 r , ; ., , - , 3 i t ' " !' e -l ~ , r, ,' e 2 "0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

3 1 l ,t I . . ..' , rt ., )

3 2 , r ,i , ." . l' h r,, , .t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

33 N vt ( 11,!.,,, , - t,,~ w 3 2 f,'onl !w'" 3 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .

I ____________________ --.-.-_________________________________________________________ --

IS ...... No o

$ .... .... . . .
$ None•
$ $ ...... Non

....... ... .. s



Schedule A
July 1976

Federal Lhi'cI oln Cor r is,$1 0n

132b K treet, N.W.
Washinylon, I) (, 21463

Name uf (L)fd' Coum) I

ltemized Receipts, :
Contribu ns, Ticket Purchases, Loans,

Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3

(Ie* Instructions on back)

Page -- I- of -3- for

LINE NUMBER _J~,ia ord1 ".

1Use separatc scheduleWk for each

numbered Ie)

tee in lull

Friellt(.; of tile Iirst 1'"arily

Ftiull N ,o'. &m W ' tUi's, j"d ZiP coe
Civic Tr'ti:;t 80, santa i'c
80 v';:st Jackson Street
Cli c:'i.o 1  Ti. 6f06 4 .......

Pr ~o (6 o It

See at tnIC1('d r:emo of

F uIl N x'- '' c , l : ao !'.'ss anO Z IP code

Natjoiial :;tool Political

I1 itt;bui',71-',q PA 13 19

Sc0 't-C(101.20 of-w~r(,k ' ." ' * ., "- S

Act

Date lrn- h, A,1,,,,, 2 "i '

Loyces Good Gov't Fund day. ,') , 0''-
6/28/ p1EV / 07 16/..o/76 eriod(.

0 O Ccu It on 0.. .. . . . 0 0

-Ch ewck I Con ,i ,I ,., 1) C, z , , , -'e I' Z 041-.

Agqr 'Ye 'ear1TioA1,h' $ :. 'it). o _

Date m1o 
t

,. A, - . a a,

Lon FundS 11. A. Lidtkc, Troas idayye' rI rec, .
6/7/76

"T ... .. . .. . .. .. .. ... .. . . ...... .... .

Occurx&i*on

____pr v2M:23Y
K Ct.~ 9(c'-laa'sc")C'.'71 reI-)t-' : 0 .

F ' .'''"!" , U ' I QoeS Date (mr(. , A "

I dayc. ) ,. ".' ' .

Fui% . I,, -.. ss 'd ' d ZIP code Dale

d a , jt,'I , * ' *-

L C'c C CO I)l,' Str t 1); l' t

AUq rclait. Yearlol-1ate . $

Fu w. e'ss add s aJ ZiP code Date ((Tonti. 'q'Ck" "
..... ~~ ~~day, year) c~ :, . -o

Dale (month. A , "-

day. yer) r (!CC!p P ! ' .-

Pf 1OCIP, I cdI . )s nS-ss

F LI N, i ,, r i 'I, ada' t S S I'

Pr. i ,.. , a bus 'S1S

OCCU

AY... o ... ...... . .. .. . . . ..n

Cr'cCW ! C)t' talJt' 'S S ,'Thr)iO ,tVi

2 a Y I)a' 1.1 2 '

1 ZIP Codc

Occupat ,on

, anrt ' Ye~ ar .d ate " $ --- i

SubtOtdl ) ... .. ........... .........................................

]).r ," !") 0 11.:i

Total tiliiod (l.ii pjwgo tlh s lin' nunbe only) ......................................................... ... 1..1. $ 1 , o( . 00

Page j



Homo of explanation concerning iter'; in attaclhed Sclt(diulo As

This I.s to at"O.eid all e1try whiJcl apP)zared in our initial roport
covorii,; the e)oriod "Iay '7-, 1

It has boon broluit to our at tention by the 1'deorjl :'liection
Commission that tvwo receilits previot:;] y listed h,, u, as "ContribuL.i.o0xis"

on Line 15 of FEC i'orm 3 :.lould propet'y a 1inv been reportd as "'Pr;in1',.*
in" on L, ine 18.

10 have tliei-e Core imdo tltit adju, :; truent ere: Ln.
On th.e Det .ailed 8um: .:xa clwkeijl1 of ,oc ci. : t: . .i)CIditures (Pa.,;c )

of FEC 1'or::i 3p we h.ve rc(,cd Line 1 ' v i' . ',) 'a previou;J.y
reported .18,9 65.') ,  to a C I' (.t:',Li , ,) .CT) , a ,S-'.',, 11ve increased
Line 18 froo:, the 2prviou:.l" 'eported .' .c to TI O C *. [his covers
the two coatribut io..s of "30) each i'ro;. the groi s i: Led on t
at taclied

lIic not (, Iotal r'c('i)ts rc:.i. in at )*0' ,65.0() for this ptiJ(od,

SinCe this does -._t renreOt new i'eccipt but orly , a correctior .a

prcviouls reportin;', as c::pla. id ci ove aurd rdvi: cd by the Co rrini on.

Pa " 3A)



Scedule B iized Expenditures Pa. of for
uly , oc Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers IN U RFedlora$ f laction commission LINE NUMBER .

1325 K St "t, N W. for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3 loeparate scheulelfu, b

Washington. D.C. 20463 
(

(lle Instructions on back) numbered line)

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

Friends of the First Family

Full Name. mailing address and ZIP Codt

Insicht, Inc.
P. 0. Box 585
Rockford, '19 3. 1

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, maihl-1 aodress and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address ard ZIP code

Full Nate, mailing address an ZiP ode

F04 Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, rnjilin.- aictrels and ZIP code

Purpose of E~pendlitrn Date (mOnth.

P1C-1s e it'' at tac Ilay , 
year)

sheet fox' ,1:wl.-lcn:
to our i ixia . rk'ep't
covelill" il:';Iy 27-Jt lte 23

Purpose of EXpenditure Date ,-n'pr,

day, yeir

Purpose of Litoendt Lift'

Purpose Ot Exprnc.rtu'e

Purpose of kpenditure

Purpcst of Expe'niture

Purpose cif x pe'ntutie

late ymr
dJay, yea,

Date (month
day, year)

Date (m"crth
day, yea,)

Date '" "

day. V'

Date Iinnot h
day. yeV''

Amiount of each experdi-

I've this period

Armx)unt nf each e~pen(-j,
ture this period

Aour k 4 each eoenoi
Tu'e th s Period

A-mo.nt of each exPer"(1

lure t'his pel',cd

ture this period

Armc.,nt of e,:ch expend

!uCe i'S period

Amoun
t 
of each ekpend

ure this period

Full Name, mjling at.'iss ,-1 ZIP Code Purpose %.A EXpenjtUre Date i ",,:h Amowj, 0' ch esce,.
d IV, ca" ture t', SS od

Subtotal of t:xprnditurcs this pauc' (opt;n . ............. . .......... . S

Total this i)eriod (last pa(lo this lirio r'umbr ranly) ..................................................... S

pav

L

Paue 

'1



Memo of oxplanatioi rogarding attached .Schedulo D&

This is to amend an item which appeared in our initial report

covering the period May 27-Ju1io 28, 1976.

In this report, it was erroneously stated in Pararraph 2. of a

listing of expenditures for space in ne'wspapers that an advertisement

had been placed in the Newark Advocate, Ntewark, Ne:w Jersey, on the

dates of June It and 7* New Jersey should he c xaiied to read

correctly as the N0ewark Advocate, Newark,, Ohio.

The dates and a-mounts were correctly stated, but. tio ads were

placed in newspapers in New Jersey by this commi Ltee at any tiie.

13-j". t'



Schedulk C
July 1976
Federal LlectIo. Cwlrt! loc

J2b K :,treet, N.W,

Wathij on. [D.C. 12-163

Nar, of Co.r hdridte or Co1mmt)It'T in full

Frien(Is of the First Fnmily
Full Nmic, orirml i iddress ind ZIP Lode, arid njtuoe of
ob l Ii twil

Peter F, Secchia
2833 D3onnll, S1E
Grand r1apids, I 4t9506

Anmt of Original

Debt. Contract, Agree-
"lerit, or Promise

Date (month,
day, Var)

5/27/76

F ull ,.'ri, oi~m: ,iddr, ss ano ZIP code, and nature (t Date irnonth , $
o rr day, yr)

Insit-1t, Inc. 6/25/76
P.O. Box 585
Roc]J/ord, .1I !193 111

$5,000 loan

1,099.38

Cumulative Palyment To
Date

None

N one

()Cjtsl l ' I 
,
.

I e it

$5,0oo.00

t1, ,09')• .;"-

Fur l r'r!'' '~ ,i~I C'Jctr arnd naltfrr of

o!) rr13r

FLO "-1:- . j": '.P CLud', ani na*WL'C, L

'
p©r.rr 4;:" {

C C?, 3 " j

F: 01 ,...... . S .'p 1p C-iC. ard rrrui "

W 3;0.e, r, a.

F, r. r Cj'-, i ,, 'i' .

bubtotlls " ,'- ' , . t0 , . :, , : ; ., ,

To,.l ,, .. - , ., ,,r .Ir, r l .trry n (v,,0') ) . '3 6 1 (1) ;

De and Obligations for
Line Numbei: 26 and/or 27 of FEC Form

ie Instructions on back)

Pogo - 1-- of -- lor

LINE NUMBER 26

(Use Selkirate Cft !dul:( , for Co Is

num.bered line)

day, r C',

Date my:h.

day, yer 

Date (rn hr', tfrh

day. yrar)

day, year)

da , yril

$

$

'S'ate (nrnlt: $

01. S

page .

-. ~ -.. ~ ~ - 'I~- ~~.r~-~*-* - -



November 20, 1976

Under peinalty of perjury, I certify that the expenditures

r(portod lheroin, all of which were indcpendiolt, rcwi'e not

;atdle in cooperatioll consutal ionl, co Ic,,rt wit o ()I at the

rellest or su.-cestion of any candidate or ,,ny amt'llorlzed

corm-i t tee o' a-ent of such ca.-ndidate o" authorized committee.

Purthlermo ,, these expon.it tirC s. did nlot involve t le financinc

of dis sel4inat ion, li trl tli on ox republication ini whole or

in part of any broadcast or any writteng L .raphic or other forli
of canrpni~ii rutteri I ..r p,.v,,d !" the carli te a, hS carzipaicn

co,,i,:mit tcO 0 ' t heir a~ft

F -icnds of the First Pamilv

i~oc],for"d, ,..chiga l

STAT S " 5

06>22/ C ' '

;, ......... ,.. -- ,

, CC!,, i~cG% L'.' C)'

/00' > (



FEC Form 4
July 1976
Federal Llectlon Corimlsslon

1325 K Street, NW.
Washington. D.C. .0463

Repo*f Receipts and Expenditures *
for a Candidate or Committee

Supporting any Candidate(s) for
Nomination or Election to Federal Office

Note: Ccrn) Itrevs auth(,rizvd by a candidate to receive contributions and maAe e.,petuteCs in cnimtin th t~wjo.th, ' ,tlnyn i
,
.A 0'm,

rcotods with ri:$S)Wct to each election.

Ifa) Naftm of Candidate or Cornrnrttce (in fl) Check it name or addres

i''.i .',1 IS o f t: ( : Pir '.;t L i'an:i.il

(b) Addret (numler and street)
P ( ] o . ,'

(c City, SItate and ZIP cOde

4 Typerif fRcport CJnoc! Ccp tejrv;i-)1.tte apcjib'e

(a) Amendment For i Ju-;1 i - 10 L0 aiterIV

tv,%hlctr repori (dj L- Oc1oLer 10 Ouari

(b) L Aprit 10 C i3r r'r 1 ReP-rt

is chan'jCd 2 IdontfjicaiOn N,iumbe

3(j) Is th S 'i 'e'-t re (Ceit% '1110 extpc'i
for Lp . .. "".' :.t , VS I%

-- Li.1222o-- -"

(e) Li Jarroa'y 31 Year End Repo,

Report (1) Li %, nthiv cx.'i .. . .

erly Report MVoti

(h) J I r" day 'eo h t :, ep c-, e 9 eiect io r _ _ r, t , :3 t , ...r on c b e

Ii) [ 1hit'etO d, ,e p0'' '.,Ic0,rnn .... . . . .. electiono" .n In , t S.e oif

Candidate or Comrt-'e Summary of Receipts and Ip,,ldi tures

CovetingCelo(. From " - Through.

Section A , Cash Balance Summary

6 Cash onc'3nd Janr 1u1- "

7 C ash O ii l '. , at ', r r; fl .. 't"; r ,,i d

8 Totjtl I t. s t r I 1 9 . . ... . ...

(a) Subtt.,al (Ad:1 li'"s 7 ao 8' ..... .....................................

Columrn A C_
This Per od Catend"

S ".o;>

$

, K:~

9 T Lt 31 oj r, , ,,cs i ,V. -,, I '.- 25'

10 C lst' Cn t o at _ '-'f
q ' .: z r oJ tSt' ct 9 ri ' ,. ...... .. .. .

. . . . . . . . .

. . . .. i . . . . . . . . . . . .

Section B - Presidential Campaign E xpnditures Subject to Limitation - Summary

(To Be Used Only By Presiientw, Ctndidates Receivng Federal Funds)

12 Operatlr', elkperdJties f ' y " 20 . .. .. ............................................

13 R efu n 'd s ' ' ,2 i S r . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

14 (a) Exptre! ' 't ' su t'.r 13 linr e I .. . . .. .. .. ........ . ..

(U.) Ftrruisir~ r~'5cI~"..t'. . . . . . .

$ i

is. . . . .

(c) 4[, q r , .. t : s -t t . ' , ,t ' .!\ 1 , r.. , .r, ! .4 . . . . . . . . ..

, ,A ,,' k!- .. .. , , . ,o',, T . .., .,,
.............. 1 -4 .... , . : .. . .. ... _ _ _ ... . ._ : . ,, ~ ~ ' ., _

'X, .tt ! ' ' ' ., , .. . . . • ; ,,, , , , ,' .," ' . s ,t ,.'.: t . .r : -'9 ' i '. t~ ; ' _ _
'

_ _ _,I '43 7, '0

iftur t cr v (F & t t'? Sol) 1), ,_ _ r 034

S ,)~' 1.

$ .'

Conirrill.!,, ! *crrs o- 1-ir,!

s

o



rcc ro,, 3
July 176 Oe cd Summary Schedule of Rece s and Expenditures
Fedeal i t.,ctlfiti c minm ision

1325 K !itre(t, NW. (Page 2)
Wjshlnton. U.C. 20463

Nao of Candidate or CLoviiilittee

1'ri.,e ; o C tLte ,'i ;t of1ui v.

PART I- RECLIPTS

1 Contributions and o0her Income.

(a) Itenried (use Schedule A) ..... ...................................

(b) Lntem ed ..... .............................................

(C) Soles and Collectons Included Above

List by event on mrmo Sche dule 0 ($

(d) Subtotil of 'ontrhutoons and other income . .....

16 Loans and Loan fRt,. m,'nts Received

(a) Item i' d (use Scheoule A ) ............ ........... ... .. ..... .

Ib) U n item ized . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1c) Subtotal of ci3 as aiXd (oan repafy nents received. .... .................

17 Refunds. Retnat+ s. Rtvuns Received

(a) Itemized (use Schciule A) .........................................

(b) LU n item ze d . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c) S6.1otz 1f cfu.js, retats, returns ..............................

18 Transfers In

(a) From Aff,e , G rmt 2 'Itemnize on Schedule A Reo ,irdless of Ar" "l).

(b) From ot*her Cor-nttees {Itemize on Z.che-dule A Reaart,lss o Am
c
unt .

..- 4 c S u 'it tai C" t ' n . . .s n .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

19 I o ta: u eccIW s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

AUPOttl COVI HING TM PftW()(
FI1OM TOti !, 1 rC .

Colurn A
1his Period

......... s 3,73c).OO $

......... . $ -- $. . . .. . . . 1. .0 .. ...;

.... ... .. . $ ....... . 1-' . . .

... .. ...... _ 1 , 1. s

$
$
S
S

. . . . .... .. . .. . .. . .. . o .

--. . .IS s

PART II - EXPENDITURES

20 Ocrairi Ein p'.It s (Comittes fNo, Rixeirig Feaeral Funds Inciude Fundra, ing. Le. ard
Accounting Expendtures)

(a) hemuzed lo, Src.;,e 3i............................................

(b ) U n term ,:ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c) Sut'otj) of ,p. ; expenditures .........................................

21 . In c-pcnnt £ f.En rcs (use Schedule ) ..... .................................

22 Loans. Loan Rel ,ynr0,-:s.,r'xj Ct ntrbutin Refunds Made.

U) Item:.ed (se S Bc.u .. B). ..................................................
b) U ni rotr zcd .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A.) Sulj'Cru of ' ,j rcs.yrm.nts made and cotributiorn refunds .

23 For Us." O yiv P, xr t,.l Came3l,3ins Receivnij Federal Funds. Esemt F ue ,n.u Ler, l iei-I

.Accountir: i . 'es
(a ) Ile fl- ,7 ,k ., s .c i ., .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . .

(I') llnteniz.....................................................................

(c) Subrtiw al of' tuJ )ser.cr expenditures .......... ...................................

24 T, is Jut

(a) To A!'lo3trcj C..r'mnt tee (Itemize on Schedule B Rcpidless of Amount) .............

(b) Ti, 0t,. Cm. ti s (Itemize on Scheduie B Reaardless of Amountl. ...............

(C) S u,"'t . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .

25 1t E . .a,,.s...es .........................................................

PART III . EJoUTS A L_ ilo .A! IJS

S
S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !

'SS$ $

is ] 0 ,
S4

.......... . .

. -. ....

26 (oIs ,)i 'l. ;. t ns. '.v'd to th Ce'nrnittee (Itemize .allo n Schedule C) ........

2 7 Do tS .,s {. . : " , , . th C ,nsm ttee )It t m ,; e a:! o n rcheJu oC C ). . . . . . .

PART IV - 0[.Ci 11", X >E!'D1 I L 10 r "T NE F TOAN3F [LRS TQ AND F HO','
AFF I I T) ' f P, T'ITTEES

......... ... $

28 lit i 4 Ri 't,", (fro- 19 ... ...................................................

29 Ii. ; .,s I It t ,, ,,,. t ,. . ..... . ....... ......................... ..........

30 N.' t .. .,: t 2wiIr l,,. ........,............. ........ ...............

31 1 ! 1 I i : -i ic 250 t . ... Ii 3.. .........................
3 2 1 , ,,t . ., .. . . . .". .I ... .t. I ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

3 3 r. - 1 in ,, ,. , 3'., ',, w i i fe.; fC- I I 1 3 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .

. .. S . . . . . . . .._

. . . . .$

_________-- -- ------ ~---.-.- --

ii -, -,-' .,.

1K'i ~\ ~1 1

I '\~.

I.,

3,&7 '.7" .

..........



Schedule A
July 1976
F ederlal lect ion otnmi%jton
,_2_ _ K S___,__._,v, Numb
WaIINm-ton, D dC r0,163 lIName of Clwd,d.ite or Committee in full

Itemized Receipts,
Contribilans, Ticket Purchases, Loans, @

Rebates, and Transfers for Line
ers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form

fIwo li.siructons On back)

Page _1_ of -- A- for

LINE NUMBER 1 5

( Ue seiarate %chtrdute() fo, ,o( It

nlu mberted hil)

£

Full ,Ncnr. , rl ui: jddress and ZIP codu

o -:Iox
83 """oc,

Fox Jc;cle5'. Execut ive \Vic. _residlent.

Grand( :[a lids , .' !A ,r+,, I , Cor,-to rrat, I... .•r1
Aqrek}rtC Yea *to'd0tL' .. ..) po i

Date (r I ,l A ' ii t-each

day. y ,ri rr ; s Ii

I
50.00

F U; N'my 7'rj 19 J Vcs~ .id 4'I1P code

P~etec ."", ;c-e
2757" P-;:oneer Club Road, S:'

-Grz',2.c ::,:' , < : ::: jQ6 5 _0_...
... . '. - ... ...... .

Stee.c I;c , i ]nc.
I CCUixa* on

_xc,... Co~po. eS etaIl y I, : Chic' Coo"' .b "t, ,:-*2' ''.+:e'

7/1/76 10.00
8/13/'76 " .. )

(t.!,, k,t.7"I r.. . r c Od

0o t:s 1 ioi. , t

G r fa n .:d p 1 i
.LX::oi't " oiPos, Liuited
Gra{'nd N"apid" ,i5)"._"

1 /13/7o
I OCCUPat Ion
President

Agg,:',' ' ,.i t t . $ 1 ,eig": .-0--0

F jU " . " . '; - i,:_', 1,; i .-j 71 COde

lirs. l'tc v . Cool1
2152 c 020e1 Dr-ive, SE
OGrl. :-,--± - T. "i:-'t9306

9

Date (ncn , A, .
day, yex) -C' e :1 ' .' '"

8,/13/76 ,: 1 , :Q O .0
Occupzrt Lo,

A Iqr"c 1:; .vke . ... .
L] Ci"'ck . Co",r otor ,s s'

1 -e'ri~ovcd

1t l .,". :3 . :. a .2,',2.10 VP

:2 : 5 I z'd:ian fr'ail

z'h , : ... ds T

Pr C!x. i 'a 0' U bu- ,'ess

ode

Zo :

Occupalirl

o; c;:k .e"r
£9. Ceo k , C,:> ' ':c ' +S Srif-'ml))C. 'I

Date (nonth,
day, ye'ar)

9/17/76

- .A-~q Y t.. to - - _' - . .. __. -. -ll . .. __ , ,' - __
A* Y

k;.::, day, vear) r rce ,od

'j r_ : 10 L41 I (I5
S__.+ W ._-_. _ . ...... . 9/ 2 8/ , , -,00 . 0

PagLi~e 3__ ___

lit; [: ). l .00

"ota his p'r I.,,; <I,. ,pag) us, ine,, number o-nl. .. yi 3," ; • ( (>

Page

• ,..,,,,.,,-, r- +, .,.,,,,V, . -... ,%t,,+ - ." . . . 'w , .. i "' - -, ,.e. , . ; .,. **.' ,,***,,* 5,,''- w~ *,*,' f vl.' *
.

-
- - -
' 

, -
* 

,
+*,,,*."*

i Date fmonlh,

day, rar) .. . t 4)A

l-Pricn(ls of, tvo First l-Pa.ly

i

1 1 OX) 0



.Itemized Receipts,
Schedule A Contribu s, Ticket Purchases, Loans.
July 1976 Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Federal I leclion i rr iiomit" O

5K Street, N.W. Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3
WaM inqti, O.C. .0,14 1 (see Instructions on back)

IName of C riit
l 
.tit' oir COrllirtte' it Itill

Friona; of the First I"anmily

F ulI Nar ' r,i . itioi 'ss and ZIP cede

Ins ii;!i( ,lvcrtL-in,, Public RZelations
PO ox,5

llock-for " 1.~ J~~-- OcptI -

Prtrc pil iaJ , t,,c,- ' ss

Above

Please :;ee at taclIed mcnoo

F u
;
, %

,
"a,ri c. '.;hjto SSar3d ZIP c, Je

L Chreck if C nttbutCir ,S st." .rii-e( , oVd

Aiqrtgate Year-to-date . . m $

Page _ 1_ of L_ for

LINE NUMBER 7

Use separte scohr'ile(s) for each

numbered line)

ate (rr', Arirou it .f T'.ich

ay, yar/I receipt t 5 tId

8/3/76 ~O51

Date Inc. A--uu-- Cii "ii

Daye (wc..
dlay. Ytca

r

Prrc. c .. . .o. . . .. L SSUccLJ... . .

. Chck ,t CO-i-t' tuto;'
A ,eI t -f

-i c t '?

S Sc''-r'"' -'

Date *- - A ' .. ' C' - -

Principa; placte a! L'.Si''eSS
; Occupato"

(T

SAq, e.3 t e e ta-t -,. ~ ONS.

tDate

" Check COa, '. t.t or 'S sell -, '

Cte yerc' to rc -'r't
A~~'c~Date Yen)': (ttC .

F -u ll N a m e , m i , d es s ,,d Z iP , t d a . -l ' cc c 1, o' i' ".s

Princqxp l prace of b.sr'oess Octupatlo
n

,(. Ct"c I C,, ixtur O 's s' ' ' :' d

kjgfegate t,.3 - 0 t S'

u! NJ ., nf l' M& d tS 41and 4I P C Date (mo day- A P" t ,.' ,Iday, yea' ,,vce pt thb 's w:' d

Prnp .I....C e of bUs, ei2 OCCU"aOr

Subtotal Of fCt' WS l ,! t lV' ,Oi" (.'',.. "..i 
.

... ........ ...

Total this poi od last psge this line numbor only) ;.t:, cht . . J>' .u CX lA Li , reb.t . . . $ 1 ,)1 c; t 12

page

E)
d

,L

F Ut ,I '"' i *: NI adJ' es Za 
'

IP -- 't?

A-ow-' U , t;5p r



Neo1110 of Cxplan.tion reC;Lrd ti r reba to ite.izcd. on attaclhod Schedule A:

'n i -l,'.iciic. ; of tie 1,i-;t F:u:i.!ly ComriitLeotsH a.,' mont wit
Insi " l it ,dvevt.. .1 "(1 a ,lPui ].ic "iA L. tios w;-:; tllt t]ie Coi:i, littoe'
W-ould p'" tlea '",:.,iI A,'.'enc for per,:: .,lfl" :'ipCL pulzrcl',Ased oil
its holatlf' ;,t v;'eh a )rI t Iato Pl:e ; a co l'i,;sioi, plui
prodUcti ,x CO-t:,

"lxl-ot.:l ,\e cv c Vrict.i vcers ,'rit. , 1 5 c 0:ri S3 .o:' rjat0:ex-
tC a, tA(" U " C'd ,t LU o)i'cUU'V, , ., 0 1 I I. ,il et to tT0e
Commi. t tee, m5 1"t) 9 "'OI'(1,', Vl ':;ft: a: ,~ z.roeduction
in t'i ,i's.t' :: V tO ,":. ". : t lll'o: ,aL * 5"5 ( ,i ' l'';,: t):..,l7

ils re Z r' e 11a(

to tle "'r: u:.0 C t(-,1 i. c :.i...- . :it -c', [a cor'c'ct t:0e
carlic''o ve' 1.i '". 'C. C.

': ',cI U0 z, C. L co '.* C t :.i t .. k!. o21 r I-iLti 0 1 , o poi't

cove :'-I - c 1) pcrio, .1C
-

"7 t ,, Ju:', ". , 1, 7
);

A 
'
'4" "i.',

}



Schedule B O nized Expenditures Palo of.., f - or
July 1976Fi'dtfil Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers LINE NUMBER 22Federal Lilection Cormistionn LN NUBR

1325 K Stree.t,.W. for Lines 20, 2 23 and/or 24 FEC Form 3
Washington. D.C. 20463 , 2 a of (Use separate schedule(s) for each

(we Instructions on back) numbered Ihne

Naite of Candidate or Comuinttee in full

Fri.onds Of tlh Fir-t ,'Pa:ui1y

Full Name. r .alng address id ZIP code

Poetr P. :iccC11 a

Fu15 3 T1Nam , m o "iros " a Z 'I , P (cod

Full Name, rra,h~n9 address and ZIP code

Purpose of Expenditure Date (month.

day, year)

IoA)nf T'Cp, yHt'll C S/11 3/76

SPurpose of Expenditure Date lnonth,

day. year)

Amount of each expend

lure this period

.... ,3750

Amount of each epeni

ture this period

Full Name, mjaiun," ai.cwess ind ZIP code Purposcf Eo ;er u Date (mronth,
dy. year)

Amount c each exenc

lure thts period

'Fil Name, niaoi g adulress and ZIP code

Full Name, man.ir4 address anc ZIP codIe

fiull Name, niiltng iotv ss and- ZIP cede

Full Name. m t- ,, t'S andi ZIP c4.de

Full Nj-)c, n da!ti c .h,. ss .ict ZIP Z ,

Purpose of Expenditure

Purposv (-f Expentllue

Date it ,-,h
day, ve,,)

Amount of each expen(
lure this period

Date (month, Amount ct f.rh 4 pen,

day, year) lure this period

Purpose cf Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each ewpen
day, year) lure this pericd

Purpose of E£pnr),viture Date (month, Amiunr o' eait P: er,per

day, yer) ture ths pe, ,,d

Purlpose of E.edure [jtv (f v icnti,
I )I day, ,c'a,)

An.ouw t " t'c- h e-.,er

lure th.S pe, ,PI

Subtotal of " . ,.;' t .es this .., e (. ..t....a'1 .. ....................................... . . . . . . . $ -II" :.

is pit-iod (list ll.je thi line number oi') . ... I. :- )r- --)' : .*

Page

'otl th

. , '- ..- t. 1 ftw - -1 .- 1- - I



Schediulo B * mized Expenditures P ,,, .!- CA for
Jul 19,6 Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and TransfersF.eeal Fiectlo. Co,'i,,,sson 'LINE NUMBER .:21t

132 . CSret. 2.w. for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3 ,Use separat ehoduo),,or eachWashington, O.C. 20463 .uls fo ec

(No Instructions on back) numbered line)

Name of Candidate or Committee in full
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRE[T N.W

WASHINGIONDC. 20463

NovEmber 2, 1977

Mr. Peter F. Secchia
2833 Bonnell Ave., S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321(76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

This is to notify you that the Commission is
in receipt of your check for $500.

Enclosed is a copy
signed by all parties.
for your own records.

of the conciliation agreement
This copy is for you to keep

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincer ly,

William . Oldaker
General Counsel

Enclosure

cc: T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

. o%,UTjo,,

C i z,
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

)
In the Matter of ) MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA )

)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

, Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

Spursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

N" supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

,.the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.§441a(a)(1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

C" having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.

§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the

Commission in supplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-

bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and

campaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

Comimittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

-, tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida

in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign

on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for

these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

Committee.

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a

disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan

primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Colmission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

expenditure," Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

with Gerald Ford's campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political
C-.

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of th- First Family registered as a

political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for
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communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

an "independent expenditure."

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was

making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its

report to the Commission as "independent expenditures," its

Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign nature

with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the regulations implementing the Act, although made public on

May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).
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B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorization,

or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control of a

candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

~7§431(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations.

N" C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by Friends of the

First Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

' "independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondent's actio-as constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a)(i)(A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of Two

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B)

for contributions made by Friends of the First Family which were

reported as independent expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1), concerning the matters at issue herein, or on its

own motion, may review compliance with this Agreement. If the Commission

believes that this Agreement or any requirement thereof has been violated,

it may institute civil action for relief in the United States District

Court for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall become effective

. as of the date that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commis-

sion has approved the entire Agreement.

(7 III. It is agreed that Respondent shall have no more than thirty (30)

days from the date this Agreement becomes effective to comply with and

to implement the requirements contained herein, and will so notify the

Commission.

C" . WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this 7 day

of /./. . ( -". - - , 1977.

THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMMISSION

By: ____% 4_________________

William C( Oldaker
General Counsel

PETER F. SECCHIA

By: :o0)j
F. cchia



PETER f SECchiO
283 Bcfnne AW.. S.C. GRAfl RAPIDS. MIChIGAn 49506

October 25, 1977

Mr. David R. Spiegel
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Spiegel:

Enclosed is a copy of your letter to Mr. Ryan, stating the enclosed
"Conciliation Agreement" should be signed by me, and returned to theCoinission's Office of General Counsel.

-.Also enclosed is my check for $500.00. This is being sent to you,
hoping there will be no future legal expense (except for the charge for
having Mr. Ryan read this letter).

Between the harrassment from your Agency, and the legal charges for-
warded by 1Nr. Ryan, I have "yielded" purely under the burden of har-
rassment and personal financial discomfort.

Cordi a] Iy

FPet.r F: Secchia

PFS/jh
encl:

cc: Timothy Ryan, Jr.
Leonard Hoffius
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FEDERAL EECTION COMMISSION

1125 K ',IKII I NVW.
WASHN( ION.)(. 20461

CERLJIFIED R'AIL
RETURM,l RECEIPT R"LQUESTEO

Oc~bk . 1.977

A," 
9:2
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M!r. T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.
Loomis, Owen, Fellman & Coleman
2020 K Street, A.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear .4r. Ryan:

In accordance with the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 5437g(a) (5) (A),
I am enclosing a prooosed conciliation agreement which was ap-
proved by the Co!,unission on October 6, 1977.

If this agreement is satisfactory to your client, Ar. Secchia,
N - please have him sign and return it n u-al '1 cb&' fl ic of

"-eneral CounseL- He shoud also enclose a check for $500 made
out to -tife U.S. Treasury. After the agreement has been signed
by the General Counsel, a copy will be sent to you.

If you have any questions,
to this case, Judy Browning.

please call the attorney assigned

Sincerely yours,

David .. Spiege /
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure

1.

C,

- ,~ .-

4
i

/ 3a



'"eter F. Secchia
,2833 Bonnell Ave. SE
"Grand Rapids, Mi. 49506

r -,

'A ,J Mr. David R. Spiegel
Assistant General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K. Street '.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIRl I N.W. October 11, 1977
WA INC IOND.C. 20463

CERTIFIIED 'AIL
RETPIR.! REC EIPT REQUESTED

Mr. T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.
Loomis, Owen, Fellman & Coleman
2020 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Ryan:

In accordance with the provisions of 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5)(A),
D N I am enclosing a proposed conciliation agreement which was ap-

proved by the CoMmission on October 6, 1977.

If this agreement is satisfactory to your client, :ir. Secchia,
please have him sign and return it to the Co.ruission's Office of
General Counsel. He should also enclose a check for $500 made
out to the U.S. Treasury. After the agreement has been signed
by the General Counsel, a copy will be sent to you.

If you have any questions, please call the attorney assigned
to this case, Judy Browning.

Sincerely yours,

David R. Spiege
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosure

)\ UTi0V

6O. f IC06
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

)
In the Matter of ) MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA )

)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

C- of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.§441a(a)(l)(A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.

§437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the

Commission in supplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a ds z-

bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and

campaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

t Connittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

.ributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida

in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign

on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for

T these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

r7 Committee.

Cr (3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a

disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Mich~igan

primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Commission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

C-1 'expenditure," Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

Swith Gerald Ford's campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

(7) of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

N. office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered as a

political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for
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communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

an "independent expenditure."

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was

making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its

Sreport to the Commission as "independent expenditures," its

SChairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign nature

'~with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valec, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the regulations implementing the Act, although made public on

May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).



- 5 -

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorizatioA,

or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control of a

candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

§4 31(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations.

N . C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

' Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

,4 the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by Friends of the

First Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §4 31(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondent's actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of Two

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B)

for contributions made by Friends of the First Family which were

reported as independent expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1), concerning the matters at issue herein, or on its

own motion, may review compliance with this Agreement. If the Commission

believes that this Agreement or any requirement thereof has been violated,

it may institute civil action for relief in the United States District

Court for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall become effective

as of the date that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commis-

sion has approved the entire Agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondent shall have no more than thirty (30)

days from the date this Agreement becomes effective to comply with and

to implement the requirements contained herein, and will so notify the

Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this day

of , 1977.

THE FEDERAL ELECTION C0M1MISSION

By:
William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

PETER F. SECCHIA

By:
Peter F. Secchia



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 321 (76)

PETER F. SECCHIA )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election Commission,

do hereby certify that on October 6, 1977, the Commission determined by a

vote of 5-0 to approve the conciliation agreement submitted by the General

Counsel in the above-captioned matter.

N Commissioner Staebler was not present at the time of the vote.

r-Marjorie W. Emmons

Secretary to the Commission

N'.



September 29, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Marge Emmons

FROM; E'lissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 321 Team #1

Please have the attached Memo on MUR 321 disttibuted

N. to the Commission and placed on the Compliance Agenda

for the Commission meeting of October 6, 1977.

Thank you.

C-

1 0
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FEDERAl ELECTION COMMISSION

I 25 KIS 5IR1I I NWWA\YtIN(;I(N I),( 20401

T: -2he C ommission

.\ljllaia C. a

SUBJeCt: 1JUR 321 (76) Conciliation Agreement

Atached hereto is the Conciliation iAgreement in the
.above-referenced ....t.. for ratification by the Co-n~mission.

I reCommnimend its a. proavl b the CoiaTrissSon.

The :gree dent contains an adImissioa that the reso-odents
ade ex .)enditires which were not "independent" within the

-icaning of 2 U.S.C. §43(,). Resnondents further admitthat their actions were in violation of the contribution
linits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §V1a(a) (1) (A), for which a civil
penalty totalling $500 will be paid.

In light of the alleged attempts respionCent Secchia mnade
to seek counsel on the legality of his activities and the
extent of his cooeration with th e Office of General Counsel,
the total ainount of the fine assessed is $500 rather than a
larger figure.

• 110, .



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

)
In the Matter of ) MUR 321 (76)
PETER F. SECCHIA )

)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

N supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

-Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

" Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

7of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C.§441a(a)(1)(A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondent

cw" having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C.

r §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondent

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondent has voluntarily cooperated with the

Commission in supplying information and records as requested

during the course of the investigation and has had reasonable

opportunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in

this matter;

III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:
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A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a dis-

bursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser and

campaigner during the period of January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford
t

Comimittee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit con-

tributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign. In

addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to Florida

r in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976, to campaign

on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for

these trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford

.. Committee.
C-

(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern

Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976,

that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and the

final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney,

Stephen Mulder, contacted at least four attorneys in the office

of the General Counsel and at least two individuals in the Infor-

mation Division, regarding the reporting requirements established

by the Act and the subject of independent expenditures.
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(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made a

disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper adver-

tisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan

primary. This amount was first disclosed to the Commisssion

by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a report filed with

the Commission on May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified

as an "independent expenditure."

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when Peter F.

Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford

Primary campaign which was characterized as an "independent

expenditure," Peter F. Secchia had contacts of a campaign nature

- with Gerald Ford's campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY
q7

(1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered as a

political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976. Its

chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of the

Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made disbursements

in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for
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communications urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for

President in the Ohio and New Jersey primaries. This

aggregate amount was disclosed in a report filed with the

Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "independent expenditure."

Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends of the First Family

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a

report filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976, as

an "independent expenditure."

(4) During the period of May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was

- - making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in its

~-report to the Commission as "independent expenditures," its

SChairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign nature

1"7 with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and general

elections were the first such elections to be governed by the

Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions of the

previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court in Buckley v..Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and that

the regulations implementing the Act, although made public on

May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).
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B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53, (Jan. 30,

1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures made with

the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or authorization,

or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control of a

candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of a candidate,

are contributions under the Act rather than independent expendi-

tures. This construction is reflected in the 1976 Amendments

to the Federal Election Campaign Act, as codified in 2 U.S.C.

§431(p) and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations.

C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

-, Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976, regarding

' the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by Friends of the

" First Family), and $1,752.17 (expendituresmade by Peter F. Secchia

in his individual capacity), were characterized by Respondent

as "independent expenditures." These expenditures are not

"independent" within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

(7 D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondent's actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (l) (A).

F. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (6)(B) for personal contributions reported as independent

expenditures.
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G. Respondent will pay a civil penalty in the amount of

Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S437g

(a) (6)(B) for contributions made by Friends of the First Family

which were reported as independent expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS:

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(1), concerning the matters at issue

herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance with this

Agreement. If the Commission believes that this Agreement or

any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute civil

action for relief in the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall become

effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed

same and the Commission has approved the entire Agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondent shall have no more than

CO thirty (30) days from the date this Agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained herein,

and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of _ , 1977.

THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

By:
William C. Oldaker
General Counsel
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PETER F. SECCHIA

By:
Peter F. Secchia

,I
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September 13, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

/

RE: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is the final draft of the Conciliation Agreement
in the above-referenced matter. As agreed, the changes regarding
contacts with the Commission staff and the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act are included in this draft.

In particular, the provision regarding contacts with the
Commission staff relates to the following conversations by
Stephen Mulder, Mr. Secchia's attorney in Grand Rapids, Michigan:

(1) The first three weeks of May, 1976--

Duty Officers in the Information Division;

(2) May 28, 1976-- Barry Shillito;

(3) June 4, 1976-- Barry Shillito;

(4) Various dates in July, 1976--

Dan Swillinger and Andrew Athy; and

(5) Various dates in August and September, 1976--

Beth Fagan.



Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
September 13, 1977
Page Two

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.
Hopefully, the Commission will act on this Conciliation
Agreement in the very near future.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR:jr
Enclosure

cc: Mr. Peter F. Secchia
Leonard M. Hoffius, Esquire



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Inl the Matter of )

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY) MUR 321 (76)

and)

PETER F. SECCIIIA)

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

" This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

..... Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission")

.... pursuant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found Reasonable Cause to Believe that

.... -- Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends

~of the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as

;- the "Respondents") , violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1) (A) ;

C. NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents

"'" having duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2

U.S.C. §437g(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents have voluntarily cooperated with

the Conmmission in supplying information and records as

requested during the course of the investigation and have

had reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that no action

should be taken in this matter;



II.The pertinent facts in thismatrreafolw

A. PETER F. SECCHIA

(1) Peter F. Secchia, an individual, made a

disbursement on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United States.

(2) Peter F. Secchia worked as a fundraiser

and campaigner during the period January, 1976, to May, 1976.

He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the President Ford

Committee, and was authorized by that Committee to solicit

contributions for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign.

__ ,OIn addition, Peter F. Secchia led groups of individuals to

N Florida in February, 1976, and to Wisconsin in April, 1976,

~to campaign on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the

. expenses for these trips were paid for and coordinated by

~the President Ford Com mittee.

,- "(3) Peter F. Secchia notified the Midwestern
..... C"Coordinator for the President Ford Committee on May 10,

<: 1976, that he was severing all ties with that Committee.

(4) Between the first week of May, 1976, and

the final week of September, 1976, Peter F. Secchia's attorney

contacted the office of the General Counsel and at least two

individuals in the Information Division, regarding the

reporting recluirements established by the Act and the

subject of independent expenditures.

-2-



(5) Peter F. Secchia, on May 11, 1976, made

a disbursement in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper

advertisements urging the election of Gerald R. Ford in the

Michigan primary. This amount was first disclosed to the

Commission by telegram dated May 13, 1976, and then by a

report filed with the Commission on May 28, 1976. This

disbursement was identified as an "independent expenditure".

(6) During the month of May, 1976, when

Peter F. Secchia made an expenditure on behalf of the Presi-

dent Ford Primary campaign which was characterized as an

"independent expenditure", Peter F. Secchia had contacts of

a campaign nature with Gerald Ford's campaign committee or

its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

C" (1) Friends of the First Family is a political

committee which made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy

of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican Party nomination to the

office of President of the United States.

(2) Friends of the First Family registered

as a political committee with the Commission on June 1, 1976.

Its chairman was Peter F. Secchia, who acted on behalf of

the Committee.

(3) Friends of the First Family made dis-

bursements in early June, 1976, in the aggregate amount of

$19,758.64 for communications urging the nomination of

-3-



Gerald R. Ford for President. in the Ohio and New Jersey

primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in a report

filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "indepen-

dent expenditure". Thereafter, in September of 1976, Friends

of the First Family disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which

was disclosed in a report filed with the Commission on

September 30, 1976, as an "independent expenditure".

(4) During the period May 10, 1976, through

September 23, 1976, when Friends of the First Family was

making expenditures on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which were characterized by Friends of the First Family in

N its report to the Commission as "independent expenditures",

its Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts of a campaign

nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign committee,

or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and

general elections were the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that

portions of the previous campaign act had been found unconsti-

tutional by the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S.

1 (1976), and that the regulations implementing the Act,

although made public on May 26, 1976, were not promulgated

by the Commission until April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court noted that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, pre-arrangement, or

-4-



authorization,*6 at the rec4uest, or suggeeon of, or under

the control of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized

committee of a candidate, are contributions under the Act

rather than independent expenditur'.es. This construction is

reflected in the 1976 Amendments to the Federal Election

Campaign Act, as-codified in 2 U.S.C. §431(p) and 5109.1(b)(4)

of the Commission's Regulations which were printed in the

Federal Register on May 26, 1976, and August 25, 1976, and

promulgated on April 13, 1977.

C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976,

Nregarding the $1,204.79, $19,758.64 (expenditures made by

Friends of the First Family), and $1,752.17 (expenditures

made by Peter F. Secchia in his individual capacity), were

CIO, characterized by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

These expenditures are not "independent" within the meaning

of 2 U.S.C. §431(p).

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind

to the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted violations of the

contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1)(A).

F. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6)(B) for personal contribu-

tions reported as independent expenditures.

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

-5-



penalty in thetount of 'wo Hundred Fiftyoollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6)(B) for contributions made

by Friends of the First Family which were reported as indepen-

dent expenditures.

GENEPAL CONDITIONS:

I. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a

complaint under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1), concerning the matters

at issue herein, or on its own motion, may review compliance

with this Agreement. If the Commission believes that this

Agreement or any requirement thereof has been violated, it

may institute civil action for relief in the United States

District Court for the District of Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this Agreement shall

become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire

Agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shall have no more

than thirty (30) days from the date this Agreement becomes

effective to comply with and to implement the requirements

contained herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day , 1977.

THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

By:
WILLIAM C. OLDAKER
General Counsel

-6-



FRIENDS OF TIHE F*T FAMILY

Ey:
PETER F. SECCHIA, Chairman

PETER F. SECCHIA

PETER F. SECCHIA, Individually

-7-
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August 18, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Re: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed are two copies of the Conciliation
Agreement in the above-referenced matter. Your attention
to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWEN_, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr

TTR/mmc
Enclosures

-----------
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of *

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY * MUR 321(76)

and *

PETER F. SECCHIA *

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pur-

suant to information obtained in the normal course of its

supervisory responsibilities, and after investigation the

Commission having found reasonable cause to believe that

Peter F. Secchia, an individual and Chairman of the Friends of

the First Family Committee (hereinafter referred to as the

"Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a) (1) (A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents having

duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C. §437g

(a) (5), do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with

the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records

during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-

tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this

matter;
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II. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. PETER F. SECCIIIA

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disburse-

ment on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the

Republican Party nomination to the office of President of the

United States.

2) Respondent worked as a fundraiser and cam-

paigner for the Ford Presidential Primary campaign during the

period January, 1976 to May, 1976. He was designated "Solicitor

Number 9806" by the President Ford Committee, and was authorized

N by that Committee to solicit contributions for the Ford Presi-

N dential. Primary campaign. In addition, Respondent led groups

of individuals to Florida in February, 1976 and to Wisconsin

in April, 1976 to campaign on behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy.

_ Some of the expenses for these trips were paid for and coordinated

e~m by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator

cc, for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was

severing all ties with that Committee.

4) on a number of occasions, Respondent or his

attorney contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types

of activity, including "independent expenditures", which were

acceptable under the Act.

5) Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disburse-

ment in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging

the election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan primary. This

amount was first disclosed to the Commission by telegram dated
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May 13, 1976 and then by a report filed with the Commission on

May 28, 1976. This disbursement was identified as an "independent

expenditure".

6) During the month of May, 1976, while Respon-

dent made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford Primary

campaign which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",

Respondent had contacts of a campaign nature with Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

B. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

1) Respondent is a political committee which

N made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United States.

2) Respondent registered as a political committee

with the Commission on June 1, 1976. It's Chairman was Peter F.

Secchia, who acted on behalf of the Committee.

3) Respondent made disbursements in early June,

1976 in the aggregate amount of $19,758.64 for communications

urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio

and New Jersey primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in

a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an "indepen-

dent expenditure". Thereafter, in September of 1976, Respondent

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report

filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an "independent

expenditure".

4) During the period May 10, 1976 through
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September 23, 1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on

behalf of the President Ford campaign which were characterized

by Respondent in its report to the Commission as "independent

expenditures", its Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts

of a campaign nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and

general elections were the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions

of the previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by

the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the regulations implementing the Act, although made public

C__ on May 26, 1976, were not promulgated by the Commission until

I"- April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324) .

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court stated that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, prearrangement, or authori-

zation, or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control

of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of the

candidate, are contributions under the Act rather than independent

expenditures. This construction is reflected in 2 U.S.C. §431(p)

and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations which were

printed in the Federal Register on May 26, 1976, and promulgated

on April 13,1977.

C. The entires contained in reports filed with the
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Commission'on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 regarding

the said $1,204.79, $19,758.64, and $1,752.17 were mistakenly

characterized by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondents' actions constituted a technical

violation of the contribution limits set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a

(1) (A).

F. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B) for personal contributions

reported as independent expenditures.

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B) for contributions made by

the Friends of the First Family which were reported as independent

expenditures.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.
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II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall

become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have

executed same and the Commission has approved the entire

agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shall have no more than

thirty (30) days from the date this agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and seals of the parties hereto this

day of , 1977.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

By
William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

By

Peter F. Secchia, Chairman

PETER F. SECCHIA

Peter F. Secchia, Individually

III! 1 111111110
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August 3, 1977

Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321(76)

Dear Judy:

Enclosed is our counter-proposal in the above-referenced
matter. If you have any suggested modifications to this
conciliation agreement please contact me today before 3:30 P.M.,
if possible, since I will be out of the office until Monday
after that time.

Many thanks for your continued cooperation and assistance

in this matter.

Sincerely,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELLMAN & COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr.

TTR: j r

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Leonard M. Hoffius, Esquire



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the matter of *

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY *
• MUR 321 (76)

and *

PETER F. SECCHIA *

********* ********** *************** ********* *** *************** **

CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter having been initiated by the Federal Election

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Commission") pursuant

N to information obtained in the normal course of its supervisory

responsibilities, and after investigation the Commission having

found reasonable cause to believe that the Friends of the First

Family, a registered political committee, and Peter F. Secchia,

an individual and Chairman of that Committee (hereinafter referred

to as the "Respondents"), violated 2 U.S.C. §441(a)(1)(A);

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents having

duly entered into conciliation as provided in 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (5),

do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the. Respondents

and the subject matter of this case;

II. The Respondents having voluntarily cooperated with

the Commission in supplying all relevant information and records

during the course of the investigation have had reasonable oppor-

tunity to demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter;
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III. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

A. FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY._

1) Respondent is a political committee which

made disbursements on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford

for the Republican Party nomination to the office of President

of the United States.

2) Respondent registered as a political committee

with the Commission on June 1, 1976.

3) Respondent made disbursements in early June,

1976, in the aggregate amount of $19,372.00 for communications

urging the nomination of Gerald R. Ford for President in the Ohio

and New Jersey primaries. This aggregate amount was disclosed in

a report filed with the Commission on July 9, 1976, as an indepen-

dent expenditure. Thereafter, in September of 1976, Respondent

disbursed an additional $1,204.79 which was disclosed in a report

filed with the Commission on September 30, 1976 as an independent

expenditure.

4) During the period May 10, 1976 through

September 23, 1976, while Respondent was making expenditures on

behalf of the President Ford campaign which were characterized by

Respondent in its reports to the Commission as "independent expen-

ditures", Respondent's Chairman, Peter F. Secchia, had contacts

of a campaign nature with representatives of Gerald Ford's campaign

committee or its agents.

B. PETER F. SECCHIA.

1) Respondent, an individual, made a disbursement
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on behalf of the candidacy of Gerald R. Ford for the Republican

Party nomination to the office of President of the United States.

2) Respondent worked as a fundraiser and campaigner

for the Ford Presidential campaign during the period January, 1976

to May, 1976. He was designated "Solicitor Number 9806" by the

President Ford Committee, and was authorized by that Committee

to solicit contributions for the Ford Presidential campaign. In

addition, Respondent led groups of individuals to Florida in

February, 1976 and to Wisconsin in April, 1976 to campaign on

behalf of Mr. Ford's candidacy. Some of the expenses for these

trips were paid for and coordinated by the President Ford Committee.

3) Respondent notified the Midwestern Coordinator

for the President Ford Committee on May 10, 1976, that he was

severing all ties with that Committee.

IRT4) On numerous occasions, Respondent or his attorney
(7i contacted the Commission for advice regarding the types of activity,

including "independent expenditures", which were acceptable under

the Act.

5) Respondent, on May 11, 1976, made a disbursement

in the amount of $1,752.17 for newspaper advertisements urging the

election of Gerald R. Ford in the Michigan primary. This amount

was first disclosed to the Commission by telegram dated May 13, 1976

and then by a report filed with the Commission on May 29, 1976.

This disbursement was identified as an "independent expenditure"

6) During the month of May, 1976, while Respondent
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made an expenditure on behalf of the President Ford campaign

which was characterized as an "independent expenditure",

Respondent had contacts of a campaign nature with Gerald Ford's

campaign committee or its agents.

WHEREFORE, Respondents and the Commission agree that:

A. It is acknowledged that the 1976 primary and

general elections were the first such elections to be governed

by the Federal Election Campaign Act, as amended; that portions

C-ftl of the previous campaign act had been found unconstitutional by

N the Supreme Court in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), and

that the regulations implementing the Act were not promulgated

by the Commission until April 13, 1977 (42 FR 19324).

B. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 46-47, n. 53,

(Jan. 30, 1976), the Supreme Court stated that all expenditures

made with the consent, cooperation, prearrangement, or authori-

071 zation, or at the request, or suggestion of, or under the control

of a candidate, his agents, or an authorized committee of the

candidate, are contributions under the Act rather than independent

expenditures. This construction is reflected in 2 U.S.C. §431(p)

and §109.1(b) (4) of the Commission's Regulations which were

printed in the Federal Register on May 26, 1976, and promulgated

on April 13, 1977.

C. The entries contained in reports filed with the

Commission on May 28, July 9, and September 30, 1976 regarding
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the said $1,204.79 and $19,372.00 were mistakenly characterized

by Respondents as "independent expenditures".

D. Each of said entries shall be amended to indicate

that the disbursements were, in fact, contributions-in-kind to

the President Ford Committee.

E. Respondeats' actions constituted a technical,

although unintentional, violation of the contribution limits

set forth in 2 U.S.C. §441a(l) (A).

F. Respondent, Friends of the First Family, will pay

a civil penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6)(B).

G. Respondent, Peter F. Secchia, will pay a civil

penalty in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00)

pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (6) (B).

GENERAL CONDITIONS

cr-" I. The Commission on request of anyone filing a complaint

under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (1) concerning the matters at issue herein,

or on its own motion, may review compliance with this agreement.

If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement

thereof has been violated, it may institute a civil action for

relief in the United States District Court for the District of

Columbia.

II. It is mutually agreed that this agreement shall become

effective as of the date that all parties hereto have executed

same and the Commission has approved the entire agreement.

III. It is agreed that Respondents shall have no more than
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thirty (30) days from the date this agreement becomes effective

to comply with and to implement the requirements contained

herein, and will so notify the Commission.

WITNESS the hands and

day of

seals of the parties hereto this

1977.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

FRIENDS OF THE FIRST FAMILY

Peter F. Secchia, Chairman

Peter F. Secchia, Individually
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July 28, 1977

William C. Oldaker, General Counsel
The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Oldaker:

On behalf of Mr. Peter Secchia, we acknowledge receipt
of your letter dated July 22, 1977, wherein you state that the
Commission has determined that there is reasonable cause to
believe that Mr. Secchia has committed a violation of 2 U.S.C.
§44la(a) (1) (A) as affected by §441a(a) (7) (B) (1) of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

As noted during our previous conversations with Ms.
Browning and Mr. Steel, we are prepared to meet as soon as
possible to discuss a reasonable conciliation agreement.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWENs FEL & COLEMAN

T. TimotjhyRya JrJ

TTR: jr

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia

IL- C~

- 1'e-ww' J el-A", W,
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William C. Oldaker, General Counsel

The Federal Election Commission

1325 'L Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

4.-ec &,.e (

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

(5) Internal Documents

S

FEC 9-21-77

1 (6) Personal privacy

(7) Investigatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

date //I- 77
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325i K SIRE El N.W,
WASHINGIOND.(. 20463 July 22, 1977

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

On July 20, 1977, the Commission determined that there
is reasonable cause to believe that you have committed a
violation of 2 U.S.C. S44la(a) (1) (A) as affected by S441a(a)

" (7) (B)(1) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
N amended, by reporting expenditures made by yourself and the

Friends of the First Family as independent. Specifically,
this violation involves $1752.17 paid for newspaper advertise-
ments on May 11, 1976, and $20,963.43 of expenditures made by
the Friends of the First Family during the period June 1,
1976 through September 23, 1976.

The Commission has a duty to correct such violations for a
period of 30 days by informal methods of conference, concilia-

'7 tion and persuasion and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(5)(A). If we are unable to reach agreement
during that period, the Commission may upon a finding of

Sprobable cause to believe a violation has occurred, institute
civil suit. 2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (5) (B) .

Please advise me at your earliest opportunity whether you
desire to conciliate in this matter. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Browning (telephone number 202/523-4073), the
attorney assigned to this case.

Sinc rely, /

Willia C. Oldaker
General Counsel

cc: Tim Ryan

" UTI' ,

'06.91 .
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Mx. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re. NUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

On July 20, 1977, the Commission determined that there
is reasonable cause to believe that you have committed a
violation of 2 U.S.C. S441a(a) (l) (A) as affected by S441a(a)

N" (7) (B)(1) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, by reporting expenditures made by yourself and the
Friends of the First Family as independent. Specifically,
this violation involves $1752.17 paid for newspaper advertise-
ments on May 11, 1976, and $20,963.43 of expenditures made by

r the rriends of the First Family during the period June 1,
1976 through September 23, 1976.

The Commission has a duty to correct such violations for a
period of 30 days by inforpal methods of conference, concilia-
tion and persuasion and to enter into a conciliation agreement.
2 U.S.C. S437g(a)(5)(A). If we are unable to reach agreement

rr during that period, the Commission nmy upon a finding of
probable cause to believe a violation has occurred, institute
civil suit. 2 U.S.C. 5437g(a) (5) (B).

Please advise me at your earliest opportunity whether you
desire to conciliate in this matter. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Browninc (telephone number 202/523-4073), the
attorney assigned bo this case.

Sincerely,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

cc: Tir Ryan

Browning: caw: 7/21/77

I
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of)
) MUR 321 (76)

Peter Secchia )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on July 20, 1977, the Commission

determined by a vote of 5-0 to find Reasonable Cause to Believe

a violation of 2 U.S.C. Section 441a(a)(1)(A) had been committed

in the above-captioned matter. Voting for this determination

*were Commissioners Aikens, Staebler, Harris, Thomson, and Tiernan;

v Commissioner Springer was not present at the time of the vote.

Se rtarjorie tW. Emmons

€ Se~retary to the Commission
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July 15, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Marjorie Emmons

FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 321 (76)

SPlease have the attached General Counsel's Report

N on MUR 321 (76) distributed to the Commission and
p
placed on the Agendatfor the Commission meeting of

July 20, 1977.



In the Matter of )

MUR 321 (76)
Peter Secchia )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegations.

This case concerns the question of whether certain expenditures

made by respondent Peter Secchia and a committee organized and chaired

by him, Friends of the First Family, were independent expenditures

as reported by respondent, or whether they were instead contributions-

in-kind to Gerald Ford. If the expenditures are found to be

r- contributions-in-kind, a reporting violation (2 U.S.C. s.434(b) as

affected by s.434(b)(13)) will have occurred. In addition, respon-

dent and his committee will have violated 2 U.S.C. s.441a(a)(1)(A)
. r7

as affected by s. 441a(a) (7) (B) (i)

During the course of the investigation of this matter, evidence

was uncovered which seemed to indicate that the Friends of the

First Family, which had registered as a committee on Junel, 1976,

was involved in the Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Failure to

re~ister in a timely fashion is a violation of 2 U.S.C. s. 433(a).

II. Commission Action.

On December 2, 1976, the Commission found reason to believe

a violation of 2 U.S.C. s.441a had occurred with respect to the

expenditures made by respondent and Friends of the First Family

which were reported as "independent." In a December 31, 1976,

letter to the Commission, respondent's counsel set forth an
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account of respondent's contacts with the President Ford Committee

(PFC) both before and after he began making the allegedly indepen-

dent expenditures.

Due to certain gaps in this account of respondent's relation-

ship with the PFC, a second Commission inquiry was made in April,

1977, and after meeting with respondent's counsel and granting an

extension of time in which to respond, a response to this second

inquiry was received on June 20, 1977. The response included over

200 pages of documentation (correspondence and memoranda to the

.file) relating to campaign plans, solicitations, transfers, and

Nreimbursements involving respondent, Friends of the First Family

and the PFC.

III. Evidence.

1. Independent Expenditures.

on May 11, 1976, respondent placed newspaper advertisements

Scosting $1152.17 which advocated the election of Gerald Ford and

!~were reported as independent expenditures. Subsequently, Friends

of the First Family, a single-candidate political committee registered

on June 1, 1976, which was organized and chaired by respondent, made

expenditures of $23,011.78 on behalf of the Ford campaign during

the period June 1, 1976, through September 23, 1976, which it

reported as "independent."

Prior to making these "independent" expenditures, in January,

1976, respondent had begun fundraising activities as "Solicitor no.

9806" for Ford's principal campaign committee, the PFC. In addition

to his fundraising responsibilities, he initiated, organized, and

helped implement a campaign tactic which he called "scatter blitzing"

wherein he and groups of Grand Rapids, Michigan, citizens would
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travel to a state where a primary election was about to be held

and campaign on behalf of Ford. The particular states visited

were apparently those suggested by President Ford or his campaign

staff. These campaign "blitzes" would be paid for and to some extent

coordinated with the PFC. Respondent would attempt to collect

enough contributions for PFC on each "blitz" to cover the cost

of the trips. (For a brief description of the scatter blitzes

and their financial arrangements, see attached Documents #11 and

#149.)

Respondent contends that he severed all ties with the PFC

N on May 10, 1976, shortly before he began making expenditures which

he reported as independent. However, the nature of his earlier

relationship with PFC, combined with the fact that he did have

continued contacts with President Ford and the PFC staff after

May 10, 1976, give rise to a presumption that any expenditures

made by him and his Friends of the First Family committee

rwere not independently made but were rather contributions-in-

N kind to Ford. (For a discussion of this presumption, see

Legal Analysis below.)

In order to determine whether the evidence submitted by

respondent rebuts the presumption that the expenditures in question

were contributions-in-kind, it is necessary to describe in some

detail the relationship he had with the PFC both before and after

May 10, 1976, the date on which he allegedly severed ties with

the PFC. That relationship seems best described by referring to

copies of selected campaign-related correspondence which respondent

submitted to the Commission.
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Selected List of Pre-May 10, 1976, Communications:

-Document #37 (Jan. 14, 1976) PFC Office of Finance Chairman asks
respondent to raise funds for the PFC.

-Document #53 ATTACHED (Mar.30, 1976) Respondent sends PFC staff
campaign idea and leaves decision and further instructions up to PFC.

-Document #54 ATTACHED (Apr.12, 1976) Respondent refers to discussion
with PFC personnel regarding the Texas campaign and mentions formu-
lation of list of persons to help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document #55 (Apr.15, 1976) Respondent mentions to PFC Finance
Chairman that he has been asked to round up $250 contributions for
matching fund purposes.

-Document #56 & #57 (Apr.19, 1976) Respondent sends PFC Midwest
Coordinator a list of "Pertinent Names in Northern Indiana" to
help with the Indiana campaign.

-Document #58 (April 23, 1976) Respondent asks PFC to advance
money for the Indiana "blitz" requested by PFC MiJ,,west Coordinator.

-Document #108 & #109 ATTACHED (Apr.26, 1976) Respondent contacts
a fellow blitzer mentioning that the President has asked that they
consider PFC Midwest Coordinator's request to blitz Indiana. Expenses
will be paid by PFC and blitzers will raise an equal amount of
contributions to cover PFC's payments.

v7 -Document #59 ATTACHED (April 26, 1976) Respondent alerts PFC that
they missed an opportunity to get Michigan people involved in a
newspaper poll. Letter mentions names of various PFC personnel

CON whom respondent attempted to contact.

Selected List of Communications from May 10, 1976, on:

-Document #62 ATTACHED (May 10, 1976) Respondent notifies PFC
Midwestern Coordinator he is going to sever PFC ties and henceforth
work independently.

-Document #64 & #65 ATTACHED (May 13, 1976) Memo to file from
respondent noting that he has decided to work independently.
Respondent notes he is to meet with White House Advance team to pre-
pare for President's trip to Grand Rapids during the Tulip Festival.
Respondent discusses appearances he has arranged for members of Pres.
Ford's family.

-Document #66 ATTACHED (May 19, 1976) Respondent forwards check to
White House since he may "no longer have any contact with President
Ford committee."
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-Document #67 & #68 ATTACHED (undated) Memo to the file from respon-
dent noting problems he had had with PFC. This document notes
a number of contacts and coordination between respondent and PFC staff.

-Document #70 ATTACHED (May 25, 1976) Letter to other persons who are
working "independently" noting that a handful of delegates are needed,
especially in Ohio and New Jersey, so a new Friends of the First Family
is to be formed,and it will. support the President in Ohio and New Jersey.

-Document #74 ATTACHED (June 7, 1976) Respondent writes to two "blitzers"
to congratulate them on their recent trip and tells them he will
notify the President of their success. A copy of the letter is sent
to President Ford's secretary.

-Document #75 ATTACHED (June 15, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting that he has discussed the contributor's help
with the President.

S-Document #76 ATTACHED (June 21, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a
contributor noting he will be meeting with the President that week.

-Document #78 ATTACHED (July 12, 1976) Respondent writes PFC media
manager Wilhite to thank him for meeting with respondent,and notes
he iswilling to give any support necessary if Wilhite will just call him.

.-- Document #80 ATTACHED (July 30, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher mentioning he has just been in New York trying to arrange
for production of a film for President Ford. Respondent notes he
is no longer involved in independent committee activity and can now

S "talk to you at will." [Note, however, that Friends of the First
Family reported making independent expenditures on behalf of Ford
through Sept. 23, 1976.1

-Document #81 (Aug. 2, 1976) Respondent writes to thank a contributor
to Friends of the First Family.

-Document #82 ATTACHED (Aug. 6, 1976) Letter from PFC staff to respon-
dent confirming plans for him to make a speech in August at Republican
Convention in Kansas City.

ATTACHED
-Document #83 & #84/(undated - apparently late August, 1976) Memo_
to the file from respondent discussing his indecision whether to
remain '"independent' or take part in a Detroit Salute to the President
dinner. This memo also notes various contacts respondent had with the
new PFC Director, President Ford, and Senator Dole during a post-
convention meeting in Vail, Colorado.

-Document #86 (Aug. 31, 1976) Respondent writes PFC Director noting
"if there is a spot for me within the system . . . I am at your
command . . . just tell me what, when, and where." (Em phasis in original.)

-Document #88 ATTACHED (Sept. 8, 1976) Respondent writes First Lady
telling her he is too closely connected to staff, committee, cabinet,,
and members of the President's family "to continue working independently."

-Document #89 ATTACHED (Sept. 9, 1976) Respondent writes to Max
Fisher advising him he finds it impossible to sever his relationship
with the Ford family and PFC, and thus he wishes to discontinue "the
independent route."
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-Document #93 (Sept. 28, 1976) PFC Director writes respondent
thanking him for his Sept. 3, 1976, letter assessing the political
climate in Mississippi.

Legal Analysis and Recommendation: During the period when most of

respondent's and Friends of the First Family's "independent" activity

was taking place, the 1976 amendments (specifically 2 U.S.C. §431(p)

which defines "independent expenditures") and the Supreme Court

decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), specifically

footnote 53 at 46-47) were in effect. The law as it applied to

Sindependent expenditures during the summer of 1976, then, spoke

of independent expenditures as those expenditures which were made

Without cooperation or consultation with any candidate

or any authorized committee or agent of such candidate
and which is not made in concert with, or at the request

C_ or suggestion of, any candidate or any authorized committee
or agent of such candidate (2 U.S.C. §431(p))

and without

cooperation with or with the consent of a candidate, his
agents, or an authorized committee of the candidate...
(Buckley v. Valeo, id. at 47))

Subsequently, after the expenditures in question were made, the

Commission printed in the Federal Register regulations which it

had approved and submitted to Congress. The relevant portion of

the regulations, 109.1(b) (4), states that a presumption is raised

that an expenditure is not independent if the expender has been

authorized to raise or expend funds or has received reimbursement

from the candidate's committee.

In this case, respondent was authorized to raise and expend

funds and was reimbursed by the PFC. While the regulations were not

in effect at the time respondent made the questionable payments,

the presumption set forth in regulation 109.1(b) (4) is an evidentiary

one, based on the existence of a specific set of facts from which
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should not exceed the $1000 personal contribution limit and

informed scatter blitzers that they could use the $500 con-

tribution exception for unreimbursed travel expenses.

In addition, respondent's December 31stresponse to the

Commission plus the documents he submitted suggest that his

relationship with the PFC was mainly one initiated and promoted

by respondent and not the PFC. The scatter blitzing campaign

tactic seems to have been a Secchia brainchild, without much

input, direction or even recognition on the part of the PFC.

Most of the correspondence is from respondent to the PFC

staff rather than from the PFC staff to respondent. Respondent's

repeated desire to stay within the bounds of the Act, and his

confusion as to the state of the election law immediately before

and after passage of the 1976 amendments would seem to mitigate

the seriousness of the violation.

Recommendation: It is recommended that with regard to

the independent expenditure violation (2 U.S.C. §441a(a)(1)

(A)), a reasonable cause to believe finding be made, and a

conciliation agreement admitting such a violation be entered

into.

In addition, a §434b reporting violation has occurred with

respect to expenditures reported as independent. No reason to

believe finding was made as to that violation in the 48-hour

report; however, this violation is a derivative one in that it

is based on the same set of facts as is the 441a violation.

Therefore, it is recommended that the Commission find reasonable

cause to believe a 434b violation has occurred.

t-.

(r

N

w 1q
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2. Failure to Register a Political Committee in a Timely

Fashion.

During the course of the investigation of the independent

expenditure matter, evidence was uncovered which seemed to

indicate that the Friends of the First Family, which had

registered as a committee on June 1, 1976, was involved in the

Ford campaign as early as March, 1976. Correspondence and

memoranda to the file from respondent used the name'~riends of

the First Family" in the context of receiving contributions

which were apparently then transferred to the PFC. Since,

S during the time of this activity, Friends of the First Family

was not a registered political committee, a violation of

2 U.S.C. §433(a) was indicated.

However, documents submitted to the Commission by respondent

and a conversation with respondent's counsel suggest that "Friends"

was only a loosely organized group of Grand Rapids citizens who

did voluntary campaign work for the President by "scatter

bl itzing." The PFC made advances to cover transportation costs

of the group, and then the volunteers reimbursed the PFC for

these advances, usually in the amount of each volunteer's portion

of the travel expenses. At first the group reimbursed the PFC

by checks made out to the "Friends of the First Family," but

this practice was quickly changed, and checks made out to the

PFC were substituted.
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Legal Analysis: The blitzers' reimbursing the PFC for

travel advances would amount to an "unreimbursed payment for

travel expenses made by an individual who on his own volunteers

his personal services to a candidate," and thus would not fall

within the definition of contribution or expenditure under the

Act. (2 U.S.C. §431(e)(5)(D)). As a result, the definiton of

_ political committee would not apply to this group of volunteers

(2 U.S.C. S431(d)).

The argument that respondent used "Friends" as an informal

name for this voluntary group is supported by the fact that in the

documents submitted by respondent, reference is made to other

names used for the scatter blitzers, e.g., "Ford's Raiders,"

"Friends of the President," and still other names for special

interest blitzers, e.g., "Bartenders for Ford," "Farmers for

Ford," and "Democrats for Ford."

On May 25, 1976, respondent wrote to some of his acquaintances

noting his plans to "reform our 'Friends of the First Family

Committee.' The necessary papers have been filed, and we will

attempt to raise funds in this area to support the President in

Ohio..." (See Document #70, ATTACHED.)

Recommendation: Since the name "Friends of the First Family"

did not refer to a particular identifiable group of persons before

June 1, 1976, and since the reimbursements to the PFC for travel

expenses incurred by the group were not political contributions

or expenditures, it is recommended that no violation of 2 U.S.C.

§433(a) be found to have occurred.
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Re: Saturday Is a work Day
Ajiril 26, 1976

Nr_ Stu Spencer
The President Ford Conxttee132S L, ,.W.

'Vashington, D.C. 20036

Dear Stu:

Thou ht you inight like this brought to your attention. On Saturday morning,
April 24, the Detroit Free Press ran their questions in the "Sound Off=
coluwn. "The New York Times/CBS lews poll shows that President Ford seems
to have dispelled Lzany of the doubts about his competence and abilities as a
leader over the last three ixnths. Has your confidence In the President In-
creased lately?"

This is not a sample poll. Each time you telephone the nuber to vote *yes"
...your vote is recorded. If you care to make a corent you are allowed to
Go So on tape.

Iredto adVise eVeiryon af-d ftaiettiv x~~po~~~ to
get involved. We could look bad in the Sunday paper.

. There -was no answer at the P.-&sident Ford Ccmitta.e in 11ashintorn there was
no way to locate 4r. Peter FIet rmfadeh an;sQ : de seve -a A- a.m
Grand Rapids aself. But because this was long distance, and because I did
rot mant... .b-con_ a h -visible "friend", I finally contacted John P-olt in

..Las-Vegas.

Attached are the results. Later in the mrning I received an answer at the
office froi-a his secretary, who said she i'ad heard frm Tim Austin at the
White House (whon I had called earlier). At that tfithe she had still done
nothing. Maybe a little thinq like this mieans nothing...but if so, thej why
are we printing positive coaments in the "President Ford fNetes" on what is
being said in the newspaper, if vqe let something like this show so negative?W~er w'e asleep?

Cordially,

Peter F. Secchia I-

cc: ir. Skip Watts

PF0/& 9/
0c:.
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Iay i 1, 1976
Hr. John Hlolt
litdwest rn Coordinator
President Ford Coaaittee
1328 L H.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear John:

cI'm sorry but it isn't working. I have decided to sever all ties
with the President Ford Co itt~e, andLhterefore...have destroied"'-' t he -onor-cards,-i-nd w~iIL forwardLno _oe ~ontriution s.

The continual changing of course, Oe failure to return phorne calls,
the failure to release press on the previous blitzes, has convinced
me that I must work independently--on my own.

.... Your handling a man who means an awful lot to me and my failily.
UIor.dng through you, and your co1ittee, has been a complete disaster.
Since I have rnaxed' out on contrL-tions, and just about reached iV
... XiL u uassmniption of expense", I feel that anything accomplished by.
m f-_fe i tSl _.n onLshQid. be d_ jin_1the Reagan fashion as-:' .__dependP.nt . n unauthvuized" person.

I zu already enjoying iV new stature. Solicitor Nho. 9".06 is now a
vx. ber of the great silent najority. Sorry it didn't .ork, and we
will all know next Tuesday just how bad it was.

Cordially,

Peter

PFS/jh
cc: tr. Iax Fisher

O(A2



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

/'I

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

(5) Internal Documents

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investi gatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

Signed Z ).

A -X. 1] ,U1-.-7-7 I
- I' -f ~ --

FEC 9-21-77
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The President wIl not be staying at my house because we really don't

want really want to tie the association that close to me, and since I am now doing

my independent action of which the President knows nothing.. .it is best that way.

He has opted out for a quiet evening, and now we think that Jack might be coming

in Monday so I have booked him on the Buck Matthews Show; Eye Witness this Ntoon;

and quite possibly Calvin College. It would be nice if he got in Saturday night

and went to the "Up With People" concert...the Hospital Benefit that will be there.

But as the schedules change, i.e., the President is going to the Tulip Festival...

no; the First Lady is going to the Tulip Festival .... no; But Susan is going to the

Tulip Festival...That all happened in the last three days, and I really don't know

_what is going to happen this weekend as of now.

The lady who posed as a UPI representative in the Holland area cannot be

found. There is some question maybe she was a Reagan plant to get everyone excited

that the President was coming back to the County that gave hif. his first pluerality.

But there is no way we will ever prove that...so all we are trying to do is appease

the people at this point in time.

The greeting at the airport is not getting anything on the radio, and

c... the coiunittee that has been chosen to do so that I could low profile it, doesn't seem

to understand that they have to call the newspaper and radio people...and kiss their

fannies. We are going to have a difficult time getting a crown out unless they do

that. The only other event going on Sunday is that VanderVeen is going to be at

the CB radio picnic...so we can't very well take the First Lady down, without raining

on his parade. So nothing is on the book for Sunday except possibly a visit to

Uncle Roy...and some TV interviews. Yet.. .Mac M1acLogan knew nothing about the TV

interviews last night. I wonder w:hy?

( (I -'



iay 19, 1976

Ns. lildred Leonard
Presidential Secretary
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mildred:

Since I no longer have aly contact with the "President Ford

CotitteeU...viould you please see that this check gets to

the proper person?

Also eaclosed is a letter from Torm Cox. Ile has requested that

the President review his cooments. Please have the President

drop him a line acknowledging receipt of these coiiiients.

¢- Cordially,

Peter

PFS/jh
encl:

() O~6
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PROBLEMS WITH THE PRESIDENT FORD CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

EXAMPLES:

1. At my meeting with ROG MORTON and STU SPENCER, SENATOR GRIFFIN, etc.,
ROG MORTON gave us a phone number (a man in California by the name of

CAULDER). He would be doing the same as our "Friends of the First Family
Committee". After-l_1eft ynr office L-planned to in Californiaand
later changed my mind...figuring I could work best in Ohio, where we had a
close delegate race. Yth f6-ri- iFeistridts where the Reagan people
(and the PFC people) were asleep. - It was decided to work these areas, and
we began soliciting funds. Late in the campaign one of our local contributors
wanted to put ads in California. I could not talk him into going to Ohio.
I called Mr. CAULDER to give him the good news...only to find that 4 days
prior to the election he had yet to raise his first dollar for his committee.
At this_ point in timtbere was "zero" being-plannedLas,'independent
and unauthorized" in _the California primary.

2. MR. MORTON and MR. SPENCER also told me that the New Jersey propositioi
would be very difficult to control because Senator Case is so "far out"

that most Republicans won't talk to him. When asked if there was anyone
else we could work with...I was told: "Not really, we will just have to for-
get about that one."

3. Many times you told me STU SPENCER would be in touch. He has yet to call

- me. You have time to call me and ask me to do things...to thank me for
what I have done. STU SPENCER only has time for people other than your people

MI out there. Each time you told me he would be in touch I heard from a "third-
level" secretary. Not even from his deputy.

4. When we decided to go to Florida we sent DON WIERINGA down to do the
advance work. Yte sat in BILL ROBERTS' office for several hours, and was

asked: "What are you doing down here? I don't have time to talk to you."
DONALD called me and wanted to come right home.

5. On the Florida trip the President Ford Committee told us to go to the
wrong citi es. I was then asked to work with this same gentleman again in

Wisconsin...1 told th.:m I would rather not.

6. We were to arrive in Florida to be met by buses and vans.. .there were
neither. Sen hadforotten tcoordinate. Someone was supposed to

meet us at the plane so I could give him $13,000 worth of contribtuions, so
they might cover their instant goals because they were in trouble. No one met
us at the plane.

7. Everywhere we went volunteers told us they had not been thanked, or had
been improperly asked to work.' Never did I hear the comment that there

were "good people" involved in the PFC.



8. BILLY ZEOLI tells me he can't help us because you have asked him not to
get involved.

9. On our Florida scatter blitz one of the homes we visited served orange
juice...the press came.... and the host was a Reagan supporter. A County

Committee member who was a firm public supporter of Reagan! The PFC Commitee
had no idea what they were doing.

10. Your Finance Chairman in Kent County, PAUL GOEBEL, SR., failed to return
my calls; was not available to help us; and as far as I know...did not

raise a dollar in the County.

11. The afternoon of the Michigan primary your Kent County Chairman was at
his cottage working on his cabin.

12. RALPH HAUENSTEIN spends a good part of his time in Europe. He volunteered
to work with the American Nationals in Europe on "absentee" ballots on your

behalf. He received very little cooperation. ..until I personally took him to
your office, and told people who he was and what his idea was. No one seems to
want any help.

Cr 13. Pages.-..typnqlPool.. .workers at the Kansas City Convention. Whyinot staff
these-with "scatter bl itzers"... people who know how to "sell" Ford?

14. Secret Service can give out cuff lines and pendants to girls they meet in
saloons, but I don't have any to give out to the people wh really helped

r- out with our independent and unauthorized conmittee. How can I get a supply?

15. Weneed one of the chtildr r -L- eub]icanPknr.iin.KenLthunty on
July24 (tentative). Is this a possibility?

16. Discuss Mrs. Martin Booth's song, and my idea of having a "Michigan Night"
in Washington.

17. Return of letters...terrible. The Mayor of East Grand Rapids tells me he
has written you three times. ..receiving only one answer. I have brought

other letters and handed them to Terry O'Donnell from old friends in the labor
movement, minority, etc. I have had phone calls from Mexiceqs who have written
and haven't received an answer. It's not the "old Jerry Ford policy", and it
is very disconcerting.

18. On our first scatter blitz...People Magazine said they would come if they
could get pictures of all three brothers. JIM had a golf match, and

wouldn't take them out to the country club.. .DICK cancelled. TOM was all we
had left. TOM did one fine job campaigning constantly...but the cooperation
from JIM and DICK at this point was terrible. We later coerced DICK to come
with us to Wisconsin. Toward the very end DICK, ELLEN, and JIM attended the
Ohio blitz, along with DR. SWANSON... but it was amost too late. Their attend-
ance early in the campaign would have given us national exposure, and equal
time with the Jimmie Carter campaign. They had inches and inches of column
space on their "friends".. .while we had over 230 people in Wisconsin (including
100 teenaa,-rs). Jimmie Carter had less than that in Pennsylvania and received
much bette publicity.

</



pItER S cChIG
2833 DonnL AvE.. S.E. GRAnO RAPIDS. mIChIGAn 49506

May 25, 1976
TO: Mr. Jay VanAndel 

(

Mr. Rich DeVos
Mr. Peter Cook '
Mrs. Maryanne Keeler
Mr. Ralph Hauenstein,
Mr. Dave Nehney

FR: Peter F. Secchia

Dear Mrs. Keeler and Gentlemen:
rWe are in the final inning of the ballgame. It's down to a matter of a

h i ofT--dele]gates._ EVERY SINGLE DELEGATE ATR S IN OHIO AND NEW

-. ERSY..

14, is difficult to work with the California situation...so I have opted

to reform our "Friends of the First Family Committee". The necessary

_ s hiv e been filed, and we will attempt to raise funds in this area

t o u p p o r -t -- P d e n t i n 0 o w i t h e si - t

ln- IRew-_ Jeey.
1te will place radio ads, newspaper ads, and a 5-minute video tape that

Gy VanderJayt did for us. We think it is fantastic.

Il ' is difficult to keep going back to the same well, so we will be run-

n g ads in the Grand Rapids Press attempting 
to solicit contributions

from the people in the area to help support the President in thesecrucial

p-rimaries.

We will offer the alternative of privately placed, and independentads...

or lumping the contributions together so that those not wishing their

names listed in the paper can be represented as Friends of the First Fam-

ily Corfanittee. We need all the help we can get. If you can contact any-

one in ny state who would be willing to help...we need that support.

Please contact me at your convenience.
Cordial

Peter F. ecchia

PFS/j

( 0G70
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I. PEteR fS CChIO I
28B Oneu AW.. SE. GRpAno RAPiOs. mich1 -An 49506

June 7, 1976

TO: DON WIERINGA
JOHN DAr, STRA

Gentlemen:

From all reports the trip was fantastic! The President
and his people are working their way up through the areas
that you and the "scatter blitzers" hit. Tomorrow we will
know how well we did...

HlIdred..

The excitement and enthusiasm I observed in the groups re-
turning leaves me very thankful thatIcan report to te
President that it was through the efforts of both ofyou
that made this the "bigqest and bseyer"

Thank you very much.

Peter

PFS/j

cc: Mildred Leonard

Telephone dictated... not signed

.Because of my independent and unauthorized cormittee I was unalbe to do
a&nyIjTh with the "scatter blltzers"...once they had made contact lith
the President Ford Connttee. A short note from the President to Don
and John would do wonders, Don did the pre-advance work...John did all
the administrative and paperwork.

PFS

0674



June 13, 1976

Pr. Rodnw W. Markley, Jr.
Vice President
Vashington Staff
Ford motor Company
S15 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Rodney:

Thanks a million for your help! Without you and two other people

who "pitched in", it would have been virtually impossible to raise the

funds that we did.

As It was, we won two of the three Reagan districts that we were after.

This swing of six votes fron the Reagan column to the Ford column could

w.ake the difference in Kansas City. In fact ... that 12 vote "swing" is

now the entire lead currently held by the President.

We had a chance to .. in the third target district but Congressman Ash-

brook came out with a radio caip.ign the weekend prior to the election,

claiming that he had .known Jerry Ford for 30 years, and that he was not

qualified, capable, or intelligent enough to handle the Presidency. He

is a very popular Congressman from his area, and yet we only lost that

district by less than 1,000 votes.

There is also strong evidence to support the fact that our statewide

newspaper and TV program helped win the "at-large" delegates. We did

well.

As of this writing I am still $4,700.00 shy of raising the total moneys.

needed to pay all expenses incurrcd. If you know anyone else willing to

help us ... please give them a call.

The Preident and I discussed your support. He was informed that uou

were the only person in Washington, D.C. that I felt I could turn to..

You are good people!

Cordially,

Peter F. Secchia

PFS/j

Telephone dictated - not signed



June 21, 1976

Nr. John T. Peterson
215 Connerce Building
5 Lyon St., N.W.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

Dear Ir. Peterson:
-" Thank you for your recent contribution to the "Friends of the FirstFamily Connittee". Our Treasurer will be forwarding you a receipt.

l!e dedicated ourselves to three Congressional Districts in Ohio, stip-posedly in the Reagan colnn. We wion to of these, and would have w'onthe third (lost by 1,000 votes).... if Congressman Ashbrook had riot comeout with strong radio endorsements for Reagan, and criticizing thePresideit.

These six delegates could be the difference. The President aprPiahtedour efforts. and I meet with him this W ednesday to discuss the resuls.

Thank you.

Peter F. Secchia

PFS/jh
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July 12, 1976

M.r. Clayton E. Wilhite
General Manager

C.ledia Communications, Inc.
Tile President Ford Conrinittee
1828 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Clayt:

Thanks for taking some time out of your schedule to visit with Joan and
Pie. Please give py best to all those working diligently to re-elect my
good friend.

Should something come up where my support is needed...please call. I

c- bumped into Stu Spencer and Dick Cheney last week, but did not get a

chance to talk to them about this tape. It's all in your hands.

Peter

PFS/j

0078



-July 30, 1976

Ir. Max Fisher
2210 Fisher Bldg.
Detroit, Michigan 48202

Dear Max:

I have just returned from 1-1/2 days in MIanhattan in an attempt to put
together a production unit to produce a film for the President.

Because of legal complications, and a complete lack of communication
with the RNC, PFC, and others who would be able to arrange the schedu-
ling, the projectionist, acoustics, etc., we have made the decision to
drop the project.

Since I am no longer involved in this independent and unauthorized
-- co, ittee activity...I am now free to talk to you at will, and tell' you

of my interests "to get the man elected."

n See You in Kansas City.

. - Cordially,

Peter

PFS?JH

1, OGEO
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9resident Ford Cornr tee
1828 L STREET, N W., SUITE 250, WASHINGTON, D C 20036 (202) 457.6400

August 6, 1976

Mr. Peter Secchia
Butterworth Hospital
100 Michigan, N. E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Dear Peter:

Just a note to again wish you luck and fast recovery

with the broken leg and to confirm our conversation
regarding the workshop.

The President Ford Workshop will be divided into four

sections: The Individual, The Congressman, The Republi-

can, and The President. We would like you to speak for

fifteen minutes for the first section. This includes

information on his schooling, his personal philosophy,
his family'and his f e at--n-_ft. It is tentatively on

schedule f on-ay, August 167at our Headquarters

(the Kansas - Trade Mar t.,-1 roadway Street on the
grounds of the Kats-as-Ciry1 Municipal Airport, not

KCI) for 1:30 until about 3:30 in the afternoon. Rob

Kronman will be in touch with you regarding further

details; if you need to reach us our main Kansas City
number is 816-467-3691.

Again, all best wishes and thanks for helping.

Sincerely,

Cynthia B. Pern

cc: Rob Kronman

Thet fre.tidr n , Co uJm utm ,', Rvu.,rv C. R kfor.t, C/,srnr '. J 'r t .l 1,ar)l;n N,'r. .Aatii,l lIIPIcl'( C/l(lIlho l I i )n ee C. Alo ,g, Tr,,narr. A r-,)" of our
Rrport i% li/sd witi the F,Iral lilcitotl ( o0i111i0 nd an aI ,alt/" fo, j'rc 1'1 1 / %V to Im Fed ederal Sic atit, Conzmii3iem, s a l i gon, D.C. 20463.
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MFN-1O FOR FORD FILE

Tuesday night, August 24...Susan called. We chatted for a while and then she put the
President on the line. He told me to take care of my leg.. .or he kick me in the "GDA".
I told him that I had been invited out by Bob O'Dell to work on the "Salute to the
President" dinner, and could not decide whether to do that.. .or my own independent
thing. and that I would be in Vail

I decided to take Stephanie along to help with my socks, crutches, etc. We took off
for Vail Thursday morning (26th), where we were picked up at the Vail-Eagle airport by
a White House car and driven T1othe Lodge. There we sat waiting to hear from Red Cavaney
or Terry O'Donnell, because I needed someone for Stephanie to play with. We went for a
vwalk because our room wasn't ready.. .and bumped into the Weidenfelds, Jim Cavanaugh,
ard others from the White House staff. We chatted.. .and Sheila had to pick up Susan
and take her to a UPI soccer game, so Shelia left her husband Ed with Stephanie and I at
"Peppi's". Ed thought it would be best if I didn't go to the UPI soccer game since I
shouldn't be someone of high visibility. Susan didn't want to go either, so she talked
.heila and Ed into going alone.. .and Susan took us to the ski shop to show us the dog
that she and some of her friends had given a friend... went shopping... bought Stephanie
' jacket. .. went over to the Wicked West (a store owned by friends of mine)...bought Susan
a leather hat, whereupon the blond lady behind the counter said she would love to get

r ack alone that night, since she had absolutely nothing to do and no place to sleep.
Susan said the women were chasing Jack everywhere.

I then went to my room.. .changed clothes, and Stephanie and I went to dinner at Peppi's
alone. We came back and went to sleep. It was a very difficult evening because I was
rexhausted from using crutches around town earlier.

The next morning I went to the meetings on "Salute to the President" dinner, and a de-
.sion could not be made between Max Fisher, Jay VanAndel, Jim Bourque and I whether
we should go with this dinner in Detroit.. .or bring the President the following night.
-7ferry O'Donnell advised me I would be seeing the President at 5:30 Friday evening, and I
could discuss it at that time.

4 Red Cavaney sent an advance man over to pick up Stephanie, and she played while I was in
meetings. That afternoon, Jim Baker, the new director of the Ford Committep.. .camp down
and said it very clear: "If you want to go to your independent thing,, that's fine. It's
up- tO yOU. iT you want to work within the system... let me know. But if you do your own
thig...forget about me, don't ever talk to me, I don't ever want to hear from you, and

-- wofn'--tur-n yourca-l-s-.-"-- T sort of admired the strength the man displayed.

Stephanie return late, and we had to dress in a rush to get to the Vail "white house."
We arrived just as the President was returning from golf. I went up the stairs, collected
my breath, and presented him with my portfolio, along with a picture of Jack dumping
confetti on the Texas delegation, and a one of the President we felt was very good. It
was also interesting to note that the President read my pamphlet.. .set it down, and we
discussed other issues rather than those in the pamphlet. Dick Cheney, Chief of Staff,
also read it _ n~d_sic~e.~ _ 1 rQncritiisofhisabilit es...it was wise that he
was there.

Dr. Lucash came out of the bedroom and said that the First Lady was in very bad shape,
and would not be going to dinner. This was the first social event that the Fords had

11 i , S



planned with the Doles, and the President decided since he was late, he best get ready
and take Susan. Susan couldn't go because she was under the hair dryer. So we went
downstairs and talked to the Doles while the President got dressed. Whem he came
downstairs he said that "Betty would like to see you in the morning...will you call?"
So--Steph and I were then left standing in the road while the car that had delivered
us was used in the motorcade for the Doles and the President as they went to a reception
in Lionshead, Colorado. When the car returned to pick us up they told us that the
reservations had been made for Stephanie and I to attend the same restaurant (I had
asked the military aide to try to get us in since I was unable to get reservations since
it was a theatre-supper club and I thought Stephanie might enjoy it) We went down and
began eating. Susan came in and chatted with us a while. When her father finally
arrived..,they sat down and had empty chairs at their table. The President walked over
to my table and said..."Why don't you and Stephanie join us for dinner?" It was very
nice of him to offer, and he not only invited us but helped me over with my crutches,
and I sat next to Dole (on his right), Mrs. Dole on his left.. .the President, Susan,
and Stephanie. We had a very enjoyable evening. Soe of thetJLings1.A1__eard that-nigbt
that arevery interesting is the fact that Sen. Dole loved my idea that he go_. to Phila-
delphia and show that the Ford aministration is not down on big cities-, and that the
-pebple- of Philadelphis need to know that more conventions will not be cancelled, and
that the Vice President can get up there very inexpensively. Sen. Dole.ddnoL-treally

'_take -ton-mym-idea of campaigning in motorhomes.

C-Sen. Dole did say he received a letter from Dick Nixon, who told him..."Always attack
: .. ..,p...never attack horizontally." Which means he is telling Dole to attack Carter, and

leave Mondale alone. The President replied.. ."Dick always had some shrewd political
.-.advice--follow it."

r-Since it was a supper-club performance, and the President arrived late.. .there wasn't
much conversation before dinner, and inumediately after dinner they were deluged for
autographs, and I did not get to see him again.

The next morning the First Lady called and said that she had an interview with UPI, and
7-AP.. .and had to do it because the AP lady had flown in 2 days prior and had just been
waiting to conduct this interview. The First Lady wanted to have us up for lunch, but

'r-couldn't...so wanted us to come later that afternoon. We couldn't...our plane was leav-
V ling at 3:00. The First Lady said she really hurt herself by staying out on a picnic on

the Island that Peppi and Sheicka had thrown early that week, because it got very cold,%
after the sun went down. This cold really affected her neck, and Dr. Lucash said she

T. was having spasms and it was very painful. Since she did not make dinner the night before
she still was in pain Saturday morning when she called me. We had a long chat about the
campaign, and she was very upset about the fact that if I did my own independent thing
...that I wouldn't even be able to talk to her. She couldn't understand that. She talked
to Stephanie a while and said "hello."

It is interesting to note that when Jimmie Carter is in front of the camera he picks up
a small child, but when the President is at a private dinner surrounded by strangers with
no photography available he invites a small child to sit at his table, and holds conver-
sation with her, treats her like an equal...and was very polite to his broken leg buddy
and his 9 yr. old daughter. Stephanie had her menu autographed by the President and
Sen. Dole, and than we called the bellman at the Lodge. They picked us up and took us
back to the hotel.

OL84
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

6i> K:

The above-described material was removed from this

file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investicjatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents

Signed /__ _ Zo

dateIi417

FEC 9-21-77

r.

J . • •



Septe. ber 9, 1976

Mr. I-lax Fisher
2210 Fisher Building
Detroit, fichigan 48202

Re: CAIPAIGN ACTIVITES

Dear flax:

Since you and Jay are ,iy friends, and have taught re many good prin-
ciples these past few years...I want to advise you of a recent decision.

It is impossible to mohicletely sever my relationship with the candidate,
his coji ittees, his family, and/or the White House. I receive daily

cc ph6ne calls frcm local-citlzens requesting lgnf.rat
feeling slighted, wanting speakers, etc. It is virLuallyItnjssible to
att~ej _._fTillthese requests without someypeof contact from
"within" the syste-i,. (In fact...the President called Sunday night just

"t t-.--'-af," How do you stop this

So, because of thLe inability to completely sever this relationship...I
have reached the decision to work wvithin the systea, the next few months,
and discontinue the "independent" route.

During the primary I became disenchanted and, consequently, divorced
wjself from the President Ford Co.niittee to be free to do my "own thing."

V., Several weeks were wasted in an atteinpt to obtain inforration from the
Federal Election Covxission, incurring thousands of dollars in expenses
... only to receive contradictory answers. nlow I am reading iir. Colson's
book, "Born Again" and fear the contradictory answers could, in turn,
become "contradictory accusations."

;,ot wanting to emibarrass the President, entail exorbitant legal expense,
or be called before a Grand Jury.. I an running "scared," and feel that
any activity conducted in this manner has to come from someone rore
distant than I.



pril 26, 1976

[0:I il HU'I IGA
FO: PLTLJR F. SECCIIIA
f:L" IIDIAWA "SCATTER BLITZ"
-Ie President has asked that %e consider ir. John_ Holt's _e "Scatter_bjjL,tile N'orLtern Counties of Indiana on ! -a Sla
YOU wil call John HoAlt at the Indianapolis "President IVord Co!mnittee" ffice and
find out who the Republican contacLs are in the .INichigan Ci Ly-South l~Iid-lhartarea.a

Wo will leave tile tlospitality Inn parking lot at approxinat.ely 7:30 A. on flay 1
alid will work our w1ay east from ti~ iJiiiOan City area. "- ti,

-I'-o- ...- ;i~l~d1C ty ae. - keei!!er the timie

We would like to have three presentations of l'iichigan hite Pine trees. I am sure
Pete Sarantos, the Republican Ilayor of Elkhart, would be glad to allow, us to do atree plantiig in one of the local parks.

Andt this point in tie it looks as if w.le will have all three Ford brothrers w.iith us,

o, ,,.. and People tlagazina.

l,'e are not looking for a carave as large as tte one we too to Wlisconsin, lie hopeto arrive with approximately 12 to 15 vehicles.. .all CB radio cclitrolled.F-red Gebauer will be in charge of the convoy, anid has filed for the nececlz.y licenses.
H-lis base station has been approved, and each of the cars will be a mobile atta.ched to.. his base station, le ipust adhere to the etiquette and rules of C[ broadcasting... 1 will all take lunches, and atat a par_ a1_on the ay• The President's brothers
wlT e avaiaze foi-ntervies,i during this lunch period. All other timas the brothers. will be campaigning with the others.
l!k'e want to do two precinct blitzes similar to the ones conducted in I!adison.. t"i th e fic-
icntly layed out and m!arked comrmunity maps to be passed out to each vehicle as itapproaches the point of dispatch.
[en, Pletch-r, residence - (219) 262-l-,U .. busiNess (219) 773-7755, a!Le if he could
"qet involved"...he sure is. lHe is trying to find a rack truck t aha-1 wil1 travel with
us, and have a Dixieland band, dressed in red, whhite, and blue, to play at each of our
stops. Ile -ill take along tw, o of the lar, e Ford banners to put on either Side of this
truck, and Mr. Pletcher will attempt to decorate the balance of the truck so it will bean "a t te ,t-i on-g t t".

~k~r0108



W(.e should l6ve the word somet.i we this week on %;heth vr our fri enrs from [tol 1 and, lii chi qal
will join i:' to present tulip bulbs to our friends in Indiana. if 1jot..•,;e hope to give
the tichiiDn elicious apples, fNichigan wnlite Pine secdlin rigs, buttons, bumper stickers
and other lwrtirient infoii-iation concerning cur friend "The Presidett".

Attached is a copy of the Press Release ailed to all radio z-d *V stations, and news-
papers in the area wie intend to visit. 1,Je need irmediate coverage. This is a media
blitz.

•,hen the contacts have baei identified by John Holt.. .please vorrn i.ith them on setting Up
the precinct blitz, and call viy office Friday ith a detailed schedule of cur itinerary.
Plcase.leave t,,o l5-minuLe"fillers" in the schedule.

1. In the South Pend area, and

2. Later that afternoon.

We hope to use several "scatter blitz" fillers as we travel along. If there is time, we
0* :Jill stop and hi-t them all, or an apartment complex, for ten or 15 minutes...then off we

(,o. It is important that we work on a tight schedule from beginning to end, but the
fillers" are of the utmost importance so we can play "hurry up - catch up".

" [Dun b.i ~hs ben informed that ,e have a "0" budgjet. If he has to spend money, he

,, V,:iira~i~rL]_eqia.]wllou~r~it _._incontri butions to the "PrCsident rdo- i ttee", an-cT-i ve
to ae on lay 1. We will then pay any of his expense through thne Washington "President
-Ford Comi ttee".

Bill keitch, residence (219) 264-1870, business (219) 262-3611, has agreed to help
. b y contacting some of his' friends throughout the area, to arrange for the presentations

that you need to get us media attention. Fill ,ill also contact the Elkhart Truth,
. rand has said he would guarantee a newspaper photographer to be wherever we are.

Vince Ford of JVA in South Bend, Indiana, is an old friend of ours. Vince and his wife
t'ill join us in the caravan, and his handle is, ironically enough, "I,1r. President". He
will have his news people giving news spots this week, while visiting with us vwhile we'
are in South Bend.

Bob 1,orris of !fliddlebury, Indiana, is President of Coachmen iomes, and a close personal
friend, who has coulitte! to help our man. Please contact hiim if we are going into his
area. (219) 825-5814 - business.

io atter what towns in Nor-thern Indianna the Coi;.nittee decides we should "bli tz" ... please
contact re via IIrs. Hodges iiimiediately. We have friends in every one of those Northern
communi ties.

To date we are undefeated. ,When we ;ent to Florida the Prcsident was behind 2-1. 11hen
we went to Wisconsin there %,,as sore question...and we ended up winning every single
district. r.. .we are going to Indiana at the personal request of the President. 1e
are his "(ood luck charm'".. e.nd " etty and I hope you will , able to gather some of our
fr1iencs to go don and help us." Here we go...or here we come, depending on where you
are no,- w hile reading this we-io. ,!e tined all your lielp.

S0109
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PRESS IELEASE

Grand Rapids friends of tle Ford Farnily to caiwpaign in Inud iana Saturday.

For the third time in as maliy months a group of Grand L pids, ",ichig.-n, people
i,1o Cill themselves "The Friends of President Ford" will cavalcade to another
slate to campaign for their fricnd just prior to a primary election.

This time it will be for a full day of "scatter bliLziirg" across the northern
tier of Indiana on Saturday, ;iay 1, and cnce again the tri. is being mrlde at
tile suggestion of President Ford, wiho calls the group his "good luck" charm.

In the upcoming Indiana Primary Presi(dent Ford considers. hitiself the "underdog"
just as he did in tile Florida primary, ard to a lesser kle!jree. .. in the recent
Wisconsin primary. In both of those states a visit by an ea.ger group of enthus-
is tic "Ford friends" frcm his home town .as credited .:itl hipping up local
voters' enthusiasm, and contributed to a Ford victory over Ronald Reagan in the
balloting.

Saturday's caravan will involve 20 to 30 automiobiles and ,,,otor homes, most of

,thiem equipped with CitizeriBand radios. tfore then 90 people hired a jet aircraft
ani spent a weekend in Florida, and almost 250 "Ford friends" travelled by car,

S motor home, and airplane, to Wisconsin to carry out the Wlisconsin neighbor-to-
neighbor campaign.

This Saturday the group rill
" 8:00 AIi , and rove in convc

they will work their way ac)
along the way at South Bend
the group to smaller niearby
will present Hichigan W~hite
pass out apples litter bags

~will use the "scatter blitz'
given signal the whole convc

C area shaking hands, ringing
their friend Jerry Ford fror
as President of the United
travelled with the earlier

leave Granj Papicls Hospitali ty Inn parking lot at
y to the Ilichi .an City area of Indiana. From there
-oss Indiana, r,,ostly along P,oute U.S. 20, stopping

Iisha:.:aka , El; Thart and r,;ybe side trips by part of

cities. As they have in the past, the "Ford friends"

Pine trees to City officials along the way, and will
;, buttons, bumr.per stickers, and brochures. Again they

technique they started on their first trip - at a
)y stops and everyone scatters through the immediate
doorbells, and just telling everyone available about

n Grand Rapids, who is on the ballot seeking to continue
States. Al though some of the Ford family has met or ,.

two groups all three of the President's brothers have

indicated thiat they will male the trip to Indiana Saturday.

Ho formial meals have been planned for this trip, and all participants will be en-

couraged to "browsn bag" it and devote the time saved to additional campaigning.

Plans are also underway for a local hamLurger party when the group arrives back in

Grand Rapids at approximately 9:00 P...

0111
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i'Idrch 1, 1976

'It. T. Timothy Ryan
Assistant General Counsel
President Ford Cor ittee
1a23 L Street, M-11.
Suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20034

Dear Tim:

Your leLter of February 17, 1976 arrived In my office on the 24th.

I have just returned from an extended trip to the south, and found

" it oi my desk today (Sunday the 29th).

Since the PFC now paid for the plane...all contributions, whether

. for seeone else's ticket, or a contribult.ion from soeone on the

.Iane, .ill be considered a no al contribut1Oioan1 a standard

* d6nor card will be filled out for su ---sson w th -te- cecks.

lie are attempting to send out copies of your nTravel Expense Ex-

clusion" fon, and hope to have them returned to our Treasurer and

kept in the records.

We wter also told that someone w;ould ret us in Florida to take our

corrected checks miade payable to the "President Ford Convittee",
but no one was there. John Danstra has been in touch with I r. Moran

: r- of your office, and will meet with me this week. We returned all

checks and were Informed that the PFC would bill the Press directly,

and that we would ask for contributions of any amount from those

attending. This has been done, and now tie will send out your forms.

The trip was a success, as indicated by the attached 
newspaper

articles. ;e were the lead story In rost of the local T.V. stations

Sunday and [,1onday. The President and First Lady callej r wife and

Lwe Sunday night and said they hadaalready heard "nice things"...we

hope it helps.

Peter F. Secchia

PFS/jh
encl:
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Asth/Ji4#n/A June 20, 1977

Charles N. Steele, Esquire
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Charlie:

Enclosed is Mr. Secchia's response to Mr. Oldaker's letter
requesting information and documents dated April 22, 1977, as
amended by your letter of June 3, 1977.

As noted at our recent meeting, we would appreciate your
immediate attention to this matter. A settlement of this case
which is just and reasonable will most likely be attainable. In
this regard, we would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you
and your staff in the very near future to discuss same.

Very truly yours,

LOOMIS, OWEN, FELjMAN COLEMAN

T. Timothy Ry n, Jr/I /
TTR: jr
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Peter Secchia
Leonard Hoffius, Esquire
Ms. Judy Browning, Esquire

/9At-A97/



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, THOMAS G. BEARDEN, hereby certify that on this,

the 20th day of June, 1977, I personally filed with the

Secretary of the Federal Election Commission, the response

of Peter F. Secchia in MUR 321 (76). The response consists

of a cover letter dated June 10, 1977, which is attached

hereto, and 218 separate documents arranged chronologically

by subject matter where possible, and numbered 1 through 218.

7 /
/ / "I, /
Thomas G. Bearden

.- - "  i /, L ( f( ~6/C 2
- / * .- 7 /,

CZD
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CEIZTIFIED MAIL
REI'J U R lRLfC IPT RiQUESTED

11r. T. ot1ly Ryan, Esq.
Couniiian, Casey & Loomis
1000 Connecticut Ave., N.W.

astiiiton, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 321 (76)

D~ear MIr. RyTan

Pursuant to our meeting with you and Mr. Anderson on
riciay, D'y 27, 1977, and your request that we specify more

r ,recisely what items covered by paragraph 1, page 2, of the
Cortidssion 's order are necessary for the Cormmission's present
i-ivc,-ti,-aticn, I think the following paragraph states sub-
stantially tho information we need.

1) Docuients which deal with campaign plans,
solicitations, transfers, or reimburse-
ments of irxney to (or from) you, rriends of the
First, family, or any group or political
co-aittee of which you were a menber from
(and to) the President Ford Cormittee staff
or the White House staff during the period
January 1, 1976, to the present. Siecifically,
r)lease provide any correspondence, bills, or
receipts relating to the above-mentioned
activities.

In com:plying with this request, it might be helpful if
you keep in mind the discussion we had on Friday with regard
to our purposes in requesting this inforination. The Commission
is interested in finding out facts concerning Mr. Secchia's
-:clationrship with the President Ford Committee, i.e., his
authority to make campaign expenditures and plan campaign
activity, and his right to reimbursement for his own

: yn ion ex,enditures and those of other persons working with
ai,,, otc. In addition, we would like to know more about the
octivitiCu of thc Friends of the First Family. especially
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regarding its functions before it registered with the Commission
on June 1, 1976, and Mr. Secchia's relationship to it.

We would appreciate your response to the request for
information and materials within 10 days of receipt of this
letter. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Browning
(telephone no. 202/523-4075), the attorney assigned to tiismnatter.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel

(- cc; Peter Secchia

I

JBrowning: caw: 6/3/7 7
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ptER f. s cchia
2833 Bonflml AM.. S.C. GRAnO RAPIDS. mIhG4906

June 10, 1977

Mr. Charles N. Steele
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 321 (76)

,,;ear Mr. Steele:

clhis letter is in response to Mr. Oldaker's correspondence dated April
22, 1977, as amended by your letter of June 3, 1977.

,..Your letters request certain information which I will respond to in the
same order as requested:

A. REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

1. When did you begin your campaign activities for the President Ford
S Committee? What title did you have? Describe your duties.

Response:

After President Ford announced his intention to seek a full term in
h" the presidency, I decided to assist in his campaign as a local

volunteer worker, scatter-blitzing, and as a fund raiser, until May
1976. I never received any title from the President Ford Committee,
nor was I assigned any specific duties, except raising funds.

2. Did you have authority to make expenditures on behalf of the President
Ford Committee? If so, during what period of time did such authority
exist?

Response:

No, except that I was given $1500.00 to pay bills that were incurred
by PFC agents for the November, 1976 "homecoming in Grand Rapids."

3. List the names of the persons who made up the group of volunteers
called the "scatter blitzers" (referred to on page 1 of December
31st letter). What duties did these persons have?

.. .. ... . . r, 0 . l !



PAGE 2

Response:

See attached Exhibit 1 (list of persons on Wisconsin and Florida
"scatter blitzes"). Their duties were to smile, knock on doors,
say hello, shake hands, and request support for President Ford.

4. List dates and parts of the country where you were involved in
"scatter blitzing" for the Ford campaign.

Response:

February 21-22, 1976
April 3- 4, 1976
May 2, 1976

-Florida
-Wisconsin
-Indiana

5. Do you have any knowledge of a group called the Friends of the
rrPresident? If so, provide the following information:

a) When was the group organized?
b) Who were the group's officers?
c) What was the purpose of the group?

__ d) Describe your relationship to the group.

Response:

TIT I have never heard of a group called "Friends of the President".

6. In connection with the organization of Friends of the First Family:

a) List the members of the Committee.

Response:

Peter F. Secchia and Jeff Davis.

b) How many meetings of the Committee were held and on what
dates?

Response:

The Committee held one organizational meeting on May 24, 1976.

c) Please include a list of all meetings at which any business
relating to contributions or expenditures on behalf of President
Ford was discussed or transacted.

Response:

May 24, 1976; the Committee of two operated very informally
and after its organizational meeting, conducted its business
by telephone. rP~CMIS8

~~IL



PAGE 3

d) Did the Commiittee ever operate under a different name? If so,
list the names the Committee used and note the time periods
when those names were used.

Response:

No.

e) Were there any other officers or personnel of this Committee
aside from yourself and Mr. Jeff Davis? If so, please list
their names and describe their duties.

Response:

No.

f) Were any officers or personnel of the Committee other than
yourself former "scatter-blitzers" or former workers for the
President Ford Committee? If so, list these persons and
describe their duties.

Response:

Jeff Davis. Scatter-blitz only. Duites same as response to
No. 3 above.

COMMENT

In 1974 a political committee had been formed by Grand Rapids citizens,
~also named "Friends of the First Family". The sole purpose of this
,.,committee was to support the candidacy of then Congressional candidate,

Paul Goebel. Immediately after that election, the committee was dissolved.

Thereafter, in 1976, the decision was made to use the same name for our
new committee because of its implied intimacy with the family of President
Ford. The purpose of this new committee was to support the candidacy of
Gerald Ford.

B. DOCUMENTS
You have also requested certain documents which deal generally with my
activities during the 1976 election campagin. The enclosed documents
are submitted in response to this request dated April 22, 1977, as
amended on June 3, 1977.

9.- L L Lub E L



Aay 19, 1976

A1 ,AOPA U TO; Draw :Ic!ay

I. , OU , '' I... William 01daker

F i WA: ioavidi[ S-piegel

SUIJECP: Pe2ter a:ld Joan Secclia

niPis c ,ei.lttr i3 intended as a reort of

indeaeudelnh ex nditmra rude on behialf of a Federal

ca"ididate. I Ca:,i trajis 3rring it to your division for

At .it aVe r t
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CERTIFIED MAIL,

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Peter 7. Secchia
2833 Bonnell Avenue, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michiqan 49506

Re: MUR 12OSt76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

lie received today your letter of May 10, 1977,
requesting a thirty-day extension of time in which to
respond to the Commission's request for information
of April 22, 1977.

rNormally the Commission does not grant extensions
of time in these matters. While we appreciate the
fact that we made an earlier request for information
from you on December 7, 1976, to which you responded
on December 20, 1976, the Ccmmission is of the

.. understanding that the materials now requested are
all available to you; therefore, we would appreciate
your response to our present request for information
promptly.

However, in light of the amount of material
requested from you in our April 22, 1977, letter, we
are willing to allow you an extension of time which
would make the new due date May 31, 1977.

If we can be of any further help to you please
do not hesitate to get in touch with Judy Browning,
the attorney assigned to this matter (phone: 202/523-4075).

Sincerely,

William Oldaker
General Counsel

JBrowning/scc 5/12/77 .

cc:

UFEAll~



• F!E COPY
pEtER f sEcchia

2833 LOnrLL AM.. S.E. GRAnO RAPIDS. michiGAn 490

MAY 10, 1977

JUDY BROWNING, ESQ.
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 321 (76)

DEAR Ms. BROWNING:

AFTER TALKING TO YOU LAST WEEK, I DICTATED A 5 PAGE LETTER. AFTER
REVItWING YOUR LETTER AND QUESTIONS... I NOTE IT IS GOING TO TAKE TIME TO
GO THROUGH TO ASCERTAIN WHAT DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.

I WORKED ON THIS OVER THE WEEKEND, AND TODAY I MUST LEAVE ON A BUSINESS
TRIP TO WISCONSIN. IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET THE DEADLINE AS SET (15
DAYS).

IN-BUR PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE, WE DISCUSSED THE FACT THAT LAST TIME YOU
WAqED A 15 DAY ANSWER. I WORKED OVER THE ENTIRE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS,
AND PRESENTED TO YOU ON TIME... THEN WAITED FOR FOUR MONTHS TO HEAR BACK.
I PE THAT YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT MY SITUATION REQUIRES ME TO PAY THE

GROCERY BILLS. MY WIFE IS IN THE PROCESS OF ORDERING FURNITURE... THERE-
FOAW, PETER MUST DO HIS THING, AND TRY TO SELL SOME LUMBER IN WISCONSIN.

UPbN MY RETURN, I WILL REVIEW THE DOCUMENTS THAT WIFE HAS GATHERED, AND
FINALIZE THE LETTER FOR MAILING A WEEK FROM TODAY. HOPEFULLY IT WILL
SATISFY YOUR REQUESTS. MAY I HAVE ANOTHER 30 DAYS?

THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION, AND I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU, OR HEARING
FROM YOU. IT IS FUN TO WORK WITH A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, WHEN THERE IS A
REAL PERSON THAT GOES WITH THE TITLE. HAVE A NICE DAY.

PETER

PFS/JH

F. _N , ELECtIPN (~tJMISSION
Ni3 ' r ro COPY



JUDY BROWNING, ESQ.
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463



9



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of MUR 321 (76)

Peter Secchia

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on April 14, 1977, the

Commission adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel

that the letter, requesting additional information, attached to

the Memorandum to the Commission, dated April 12, 1977, regarding

MUR 321 (76), be sent.

S a o C i

r rjorie W. Emmons
i Secr ,,ary to the Commission



e ,e

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

H25 K SIRitI N.W.
WA -iIN( f.N,I).(. 2040

1
1sot (

April 1:, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: Charles Steele

FROM: Marjorie W. Emmons

SUBJECT: MUR 321 (76)

The above-mentioned document was transmitted to the

Commissioners on April 13, 1977 at 9:00 a.m.

As of 10:00 a.m., April 15, 1977, no objections have

been received regarding the staff recommendation in MUR 321 (76).

However, please note the attached questions submitted by

Commissioner Aikens.

Lz

'6 /1 / -9
l b

'
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FEDERAL EECTION COMMISSION
IU; . slRII i NW.

W.\V )HN(, J)N,I ).(. 204b

April 12, 1977

MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission

FROM: William Olda ,4Y/

SUBJECT: MUR 321(76)

This case concerns the question of whether certain
expenditures made by respondent Peter Secchia and a

X* committee organized by him (Friends of the First Family)
were independent expenditures as reported by respondent.
Mr. Secchia's fundraising activities carried out for the
President Ford Committee shortly before he began making
allegedly independent expenditures caused the Commission
on December 2, 1976, to find reason to believe a violation
of 2 U.S.C. §441a(a) (1) (A) (as affected by 441a(a) (7) (B) (i))
had occurred.

In a December 31, 1976, letter to the Commission (attached),
respondent's counsel set forth an account of Mr. Secchia's
contacts with the President Ford Committee (PFC) both before
and after he began making the allegedly independent expendi-
tures on May 11, 1976.

In our opinion, the information in respondent's letter
does not provide a sufficient basis upon which to close
our investigation.

Secchia was an advance man and fundraiser for the Ford
Campaign who worked in Florida and Wisconsin before those
states held their primaries. Although he maintains that
he received only $2,500 from the PFC, reports filed with
the Commission list him as having received more than that.

Secchia's contacts with the Ford campaign staff continued
after he claims to have severed ties with the campaign
organization and after he made so-called independent
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expenditures. While he claims to have had no business
contacts with PFC personnel during the period in which he
was operating the Friends of the First Family, he attended
certain PFC campaign meetings. He also admits to having
had "social contacts with PFC personnel." it is unclear
what connections other members of Friends of the First
Family had with the Ford campaign staff.

In addition, certain correspondence and receipts were
discovered during the Commission's on-site audit at PFC which
seem to contradict respondent's account of the extent of
reimbursements to him for campaign activities on behalf of
PFC. This correspondence also conflicts with respondent's
explanation of the dates of organization and the finances
of Friends of the First Family.

Due to the inconclusive nature of the information provided
-~by respondent's counsel, we recommend sending the attached

follow-up letter and request for information. It may be
necessary to take depositions after a response to this
request for information has been received.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WA SHING ION, D.C. 20461

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear Mr. Secchia:

O n furtherance of its investigation into the above-
*eferenced matter, the Commission requests that you
.rovide certain information in addition to that
provided in your letter of December 31, 1976.

We would appreciate your response to the enclosed request
for information and materials within 15 days of receipt of
this letter, as well as your submission of any other
factual or legal materials which you deem relevant to
the Commission's investigation of this matter.

This letter shall remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) unless you state to the Commission in
writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.
The attorney assigned to this matter is Judy Browning
(telephone 202-523-4178).

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
General Counsel

cc: T. Timothy Ryan
Leonard M. Hoffius, Jr.

C OL.uIo4
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

1. When did you begin your campaign activities for the
President Ford Committee? What title did you have?
Describe your duties.

2. Did you have authority to make expenditures on behalf of
the President Ford Committee? If so, during what period
of time did such authority exist?

3. List the names of the persons who made up the group of
volunteers called the "scatter blitzers" (referred to
on page 1 of December 31st letter). What duties did
these persons have?

4. List dates and parts of the country where you were involved
in "scatter blitzing" for the Ford campaign.

5. Do you have any knowledge of a group called the Friends
of the President? If so, provide the following information:

a) When was the group organized?
b) Who were the group's officers?
c) What was the purpose of the group?
d) Describe your relationship to the group.

C6. In connection with the organization of Friends of the
First Family:

a) List the members of the Committee.
b) How many meetings of the Committee were held and

on what dates?
c) Please include a list of all meetings at which any

business relating to contributions or expenditures
on behalf of President Ford was didcussed or
transacted.

d) Did the Committee ever operate under a different
name? If so, list the names the Committee used and
note the time periods when those names were used.

e)' Were there any other officers or personnel of the
Committee aside from yourself and Mr. Jeff Davis?
If so, Please list their names and describe their
duties.

f) Were any officers or personnel of the Committee
other than yourself former "scatter-blitzers" or
former workers for the President Ford Committee?
If so, list these pet-sons and describe their duties.



Please provide the following original documents or copies
thereof:

1) All correspondence, memoranda, invoices, bills, or other
record. of communications (including telephone logs) to
(and from) you, Friends of the First Family, or any group
or political committee of which you were a member from
(and to) the President Ford Committee staff or the White
House staff during the period January 1, 1976, to the
present, including documents relating to your "scatter
blitzing" activities. (Please include documents which
deal with campaign plans, solicitations, transfers, or
reimbursements of money to any of the individuals or groups
named above.)

2) All checks and records of contributions transferred to the
President Ford Committee by or on behalf of you, Friends of
the First Family, or any group or political committee of
which you were a member.

3) All documents relating to the organization of the Friends
of the First Family Committee, including charter, minutes from
meetings, correspondence of organizer(s). Include memoranda
or any documents describing the meetings of the group.

4) Memoranda, correspondence, and communications relating to
any Friends of the First Family solicitations for funds.

5) Records or minutes of the following meetings or discussions
(if available):

a. Discussion with Mr. Kahle in May, 1976, (referred to
in your December 31st letter, page 6) ;

ellb. Conversation with John Holt regarding use of PFC
campaign material as copy for indepepdent expenditure
advertising, early May, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter,
page 3);

c. Request to assist in housing White House staff, May 13,
1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 3);

d. Strategy meeting in Washington to discuss the
applicability of the Michigan strategy to California,
May 21, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 4);

e. Speech to volunteers at Republican convention, late
August, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter, page 8);

f. PFC meeting in Vail, Colorado, late August, 1976
(Dec. 31st letter, page 6);



_____ II

g. Post-convention discussion with Mr. Baker regarding
independent expenditures (Dec. 31st letter, page 6);

h. Any discussions regarding advance activity for Ford's
welcome home parade, October, 1976 (Dec. 31st letter,
page 7).
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Mr. John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

o Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Murphy:

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Re: MUR 321 (76)

This letter is in further response to your letter
of December 7, 1976, which was received by Mr. Secchia
on December 11, 1976. Thereafter, on December 20, 1976,
counsel for Mr. Secchia, Clary, Nantz, Wood & Van Orden
notified the attorney assigned to this matter, Mrs. Carol
Darr, that because of the holidays and the retention of
Counihan, Casey & Loomis, our response would not be forth-
coming until December 31, 1976.

In keeping with this agreement, counsel for Mr.
Secchia and the Friends of the First Family Committee (here-
inafter referred to as the "Friends') met in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, on Tuesday, December 28, 1976, to review the
relevant facts and your request for pertinent information.
Accordingly, the following relevant information based on
the reports submitted to the Federal Election Commission
(hereinafter referred to as "Commission"), pertinent letters,
and our discussion with Mr. Secchia and Mr. Jeff Davis,
Treasurer of the Friends, is submitted in order to demonstrate
that Commission action should not be taken against Mr. Secchia
or the Friends.



District in 'i4cnigarn tnis regr. , mr. ,eccnia lea zoP c- y0rpu
individuals to Florida in laite February and t~o Wisconsinfon
April 3 an~d 4, 1976, to camnpaign on~ behalf of M~r. Ford's,
candidacy. All expenses for these trips were either pad
for by the President Ford Committee (hereinafter ref erred to
as thie "PFC") or absorbed by the specific individuals under
the statutory travel exclusion set forth in 2 Usc §421(F)(4)(E).
The expenditure of funds was coordinated with the PFC as was
all political activities during these trips.

Following the two "Scatter Blitzer" trips, Mr. Seochia
became increasingly disillusioned with the campaign efforts
of the PFC. Each of his previous trips had been marked by
poor communications and a general lack of support from the
national and local PFC. In addition, while campaigning in
Wisconsin, Mr. Secchia was exposed to a number of newspaper
advertisements paid for as independent expenditures by Ronald
Reagan's Florida campaign chairman, Tommy Thomas. This metithod
of supporting a candidate intrigued Mr. Secchia. Accordingly,
he contacted his attorneys, Clary, Nantz, Wood & Van Orden
regarding the legality of such expenditures. Counsel for
Mr. Secchia informed him of the general state of confusion
which existed in the election law since portions of the Federal
election campaign laws had been found unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court on January 30, 1976, in the case of Buckley v.
Valec, 424 U.S. 1 (1976). They further advised that the
Federal Election Commission had only a 30-day period before
its members would have to be selected by the President and
approved by Congress so as to conform with the constitutional
requirements. 1/

1/ The Federal Election law amendments of 1976 which
satisfied these requirements did not become effective until May 11,
1976.



Commission by~ tele~gram on May 13, 19,761 byJletter of.May 14,
1976, and, thereafter, by filing an FC Form 5 with the
Commission settin4 g forth such independent expenditurs'.

During the week prior to the Michigan primary, Mr
Secchia was in contact with Mr. David Mehney and Mr. Jay Van
Andel of Grand Rapids regarding his advertisements and spoke
generally with them about the subject of independent expendi-
tires. An individual representing Mr. Kughn of Detroiit miihigan,
also contacted Mr. Secchia regarding independe t&'ut .si- ....
at this time. During these conversations, Mr. Scchia explained
his understanding of this most difficult subject and suggested
that they each contact their own attorneys. At no tie was
Mr. Secchia solicited by the PFC or its agents regarding the
independent expenditures. The only contact he had with the
PFC prior to his independent expenditures was a phone conver-
sation in early May, 1976, with Mr. Holt regarding the use
of PFC campaign material as copy for his independent advertising.
Holt suggested that this approach not be followed and the conver-
sation was terminated.

On May 15 and 16, 1976, President Ford visited Michigan
to campaign for the primary. A very popular local Tulip Festival
was being held near Grand Rapids making it impossible for the
White House Advance Team to obtain sufficient hotel rooms to
house the White House staff and travelling press. Because of
his close personal relationship with the President, Mr. Secchia
was asked the evening of May 13, 1976, to assist in housing the
White House staff. Since this was not per se political activity

and he had not mentioned his independent expenditures to any



of other po:litical strategies, all of which were rjected..

there was no discussion of the Ohio primary. This meetingj
further reinforced Mr. Seochia 's earlier decision thathe wo4d
have nothing more to do with the PFC. At no time were M
Secchia's independent expenditures discussed at this meeting.

On May 24, 1976, Mr. Secchia began to work on the
formation of a registered political committee to be called

on the "Friends"; and on that day met with Mr. Jeff Davis. At.,
N, this meeting, it was decided that Mr. Secchia would be

the Chairman and Mr. Davis would be the Treasurer of *his
Committee. An FEC Form 1, -the Statement of Organization, was
filed with the Commission on June 1, 1976.

During the period from May 7, 1976, to approximately
June 1, 1976, counsel for Mr. Secchia contacted the Commission
on numerous occasions to seek guidance concerning Mr. Secchia's
independent activity. During this time the amendments to the
Federal Election law were being promulgated and contradictory
advice was given to Mr. Secchia's counse. by FEC personnel.
Of special significant in this regard is a letter from Mr.
Hoffius, Counsel to Mr. Secchia, dated May 14, 1976,- the morning
after the White House had asked Mr. Secchia for assistance in
obtaining housing, wherein he noted:



9 The independent expenditures by the Frie ids, as notPC
in its FEC filings, were all made in connection with the
June.2, 1976, Ohio primary save one expenditure for convention
campaign buttons incurred in early August. Such exenditures
amounted to approximately $20,000.2/ According to Messrs.
Secchia and Davis, as noted in Mr. Davis' statement to the
Commission of November 20, 1976, none of the independent expen-
ditures by the Friends were made in cooperation, consultation,
concert with, or at the request or suggestion of any candidate
or authorized committee or their agents.

Although the Friends' final report to the Commission
was not submitted until December 7, 1976, the committee's
independent activity had ceased by mid-August, 1976. Mr.
Secchia's contact with the President and the PFC, however,
continued on a purely social basis except for a speech which
he gave to a number of volunteers in Kansas City, a rip to

Vail, Colorado after the convention to discuss with the
Republican National Committee an RNC fundraiser and his
advance activities the night before the general election.

2/ A number. of the Committee's expenditures were
mistakenly identified as independent expenditures on the
Committee's final report filed on December 7, 1976. Specifically,
the purchase of film footage for $416.00 which was never utilized
for any political purpose and -the payment of legal fees which is
an exempt expenditure.



1. A description o~f [Mr. Secol4W s] duties and
the dates and lo'catibn of [his] involviement
with -the President Ford Committee oin both
a paid and volunteer basis.

As set forth above, Mr. Secthia functioned as a volunteer
campaign worker and fundraiser for the PFC during the initial
stages of the primary campaign. Prior to his disassociation
in May, 1976, Mr. Secchia directed and organized the 'Scatter
Blitzer" trips to Florida and Wisconsin. The ?FC issued
Secohia $2,500 for "Scatter Blitzer" expenses which he gave
another volunteer for payment of expenses incurred in Wisconsin.

N Mr. Secchia was never paid for his political activity nor was
he an employee of the PFC. Mr. Secchia's only other involvement
with the PFC or its agents were meetings attended in Washington,
D.C., in late May, 1976, and in Vail, Colorado, in late August,
1976. Finally, Mr. Secohia assisted the White House Advance
Team on November 1, 1976, for the President's visit to Grand
Rapids. At no time, according to Mr. Secchia, did he cooperate
consult, or work in concert with the PFC or its agents with
regard to his or the Friends independent expenditures. Moreover,
none of his or the Friends' independent expenditures were made
at the request or suggestion of the President, the PFC or its
agents.

2. The particulars, including dates, of the
purpose to which all monies disbursed
to [Mr. Secchia] by the President Ford
Committee were put.



4. The irst dates of any actat or "
by the Frinds of the First Family 00 S
including anry activity before Cox tteK4
with the ede inl E lection commisin.

The only mieeting of the Friends took place on May 24,
14976, which was attended by M4essrzs. Seochila andi Davis,. on

71June 1, 1976, the for'mal documeT~nts setting forth the qoamittee&,s
officers wer~e executed and filed with the Comisin.

5. Describe any meetings or contacts [Mr. Secchia]
has with David Mehney, Richard P. Kughn, R~ichard

ITT DeVos, or Jay Van Andel, all of Gr'and Rapids,
Michigan, regarding the election effort of

.President Ford.

Mr. Secchia had the following meetings or contacts

N with the following individuals:

(a) David Mehney :

Mr. Mehney is a neighbor and close friend of
Mr. Secchia's. Thus, they had numerous contacts regarding
the election effort over the past year. The only contacts,
however, regarding independent expenditures were between May 11 -
13, 1976;

(b) Richard P. IKughn:

No contact at any time;

(c) Richard DeVos:

No contact at any time;



Applicable Law

Your letter of December 7, 1976, requests certain
pertinent information from Mr. Secchia in order to demonstrate
that no action should be taken by the Commission against him.
The letter also states that your inquiry relates to the
possible violation of Section 441a(a)(7)(B) (i) of Title 2,
United States Code. This definitional section, admhinistered
and primarily enforced by the Commission, provides:

"(B) (i) expenditures made by any person
in cooperation, consultation, or concert
with, or at the request or suggestion of,
a candidate, his authorized political
committees, or their agents, shall be
considered to be a contribution to such
candidate." (Emphasis added).

The section was not incorporated into the
Federal Election Campaign laws until the 1976 amendments
were passed by Congress and signed into law by the President.
The amendments did not become effective until Play 11, 1976.

It is important to note at this juncture of your
inquiry that this provision had no corresponding or specifically
related counterpart provision under the Federal Election Campaign.



(2) F'or purposes of paragraph (1)

(A) I'clear~ly identified" means -

(i) the candidate's name :Iars.,s
(ii) a photograph or drawing of the

candidate appears; or
(iii) the identity of the candidate

is apparent by unambiguous
reference."

Section 608(e)is the same provision of the 1974
amendments which the Court found fraught with vagueness

N, in Buckley v. Valeo, supra. Thus, the Court noted in footnote
53 of its Buckley decision that an independent expenditure would
be considered a contribution if the costs were incurred at

. the request or consent of the candidate or his agent".
Citing the Senate Report regarding this provision, the Court
further stated:

"The Senate Report addresses the issue
in greater detail. It provides an example
illustrating the distinction between "author-
ized or requested" expenditures excluded from
§608(e) (1) and independent expenditures governed
by §608(e) (1):

[A] person might purchase billboard
advertisements endorsing a candidate.
If he does so completely on his own,
and not at the request or suggestion of
the candidate or his agent's [sic] that
would constitute an 'independent expendi-
ture on behalf of a candidate' under
section 614(c) of the bill. The person



IN "It is furthej r the view of the CUThnVssion that
expen~ditures made on behalf of a clearly idetifie$d
candidate by or through any person who is, or hca&
been, authorized to raise or expend funds; who is,
or has been, arn officer of a-n authorized cormmittee
of that candidate; or who is, or has been, received
any form of compensation or reimbursement from the
candidate, the candidate's committee or agent is
presumptively not independent, see §109.1(b)(4)
of the proposed regulations."

The Commission also noted in its release of May 28, 1976,
N regarding the Policy Statement that it was,

being issued on an interim basis for
guidance to candidates and committees pending
final promulgation of the regulations".

The regulations, including this provision, were not published
in the Federal Register as proposed regulations until August 25,
1976; and, to the Commissions' great chagrin, the regulations
"died" before the 30-day statutory review period by Congress
could elapse.3/

3/ It is important to recognize that a quite legitimate
argument can be made that for all practical purposes the Commission
is without regulations at this time.
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Conclusion

Based on the facts presented herein and the applicable
statutory provisions, it is hereby submitted that no action

N should be taken by the Commission regarding this matter.
In addition, we request that this matter remain confidential
in accordance with 2 USC Section 437g(a) (3).

Sincerely,

COUNIHAN, CASEY & LOOMISi t C ) .. . ..

COUNSEL FOR MR. SECCHIA:

CLARY, NANTZ, WOOD &
VAN O0RDEN

Leonard M. IHoffius, Jr.

T. Timothy

Stevm-~ Mn1~~4r.--t--n-----

I1



Your handling a man who means an awfull lot to ie arnd my fam~ily.
LWor"ldnq through you, and yourz? cm,;Mttce,, has been~ a cmp'lete disaster.

0 Since I have axe"out, on contributtons~, and juPst about ireached my
SIs that aythin 1ished by

me fom this point on shouild' be done in the Reagan fashion a~s an Ii
dependent and unauthptzed" person.

I a already enjoying tV iy ew stature. Solicitor No. 9W116 is now. a
maaber of the great silent majority. Sorry it didn't work~, and ive
will all know next Tuesday just how bad it was.

Cordially,

Peter

cc: Er. Max Fisher

&(il 04



tho ,k LT' r4o,.;nt ,.nL . ,qc' r-t,,:p,.qO r z15 lc, t:an $,: 0. 00.00, ,al]:tho ¢ ih
St.Otalrnq qate:r: tlWu $I, 000, They ,.to'. th at the ~tci

... .e. ' ' "., t ,l

lto to Sch. aI i t iouno ad,. h. rt2 atvii Lthat thn

... n eioci ]b,:or, an n1 .,c miou re. ortu witi.
rr! s2cFE houl~d hby - t-',].aramr ann. fioltrwc, by; a more cOnlete '1C

.orr or letter wher- rcnr.ate. In ordie.r teo b as al aS
possible, Steve Clecid&1 -to send a t,2 le graim,

The telegram and letter comply with both tei old and w
vors ions o:f the Act. As 1ou may havo not'1, h,, closol ,'ions
have been subtant.ially changed . The followi.. phrim -a" aO,,c
to 2 USC 434(e):

a certification whether such inideoendent
expenditure is made in cooperation, consultation
or concert with or at the recqiest or suqcicestion
of any candidate or any authorized committee or
agent of such candidate
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Mr. John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

No. ,
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CLARY, NANTZ, WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

700 COMMERCE BUILDING

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503 1

J A K R C LA 0)
RCi(:4ARLD M . VAN oRDEN

PI1L IJ W. NAN I Z

PHILIP F. WOOL)

LEONARD M . 14OFFIDS, JR

RICHARD ,3. - ANKIN

ROBE R W. W1l ILE

DONALD M. 0AILEY

GREGORY (,. 'RASHER

THOMAS t •RENTH

DAVID R , ERNSTRUM

3TETrIiN J. MULDER

LEO t4. IrOWICH

loderal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

I. '

December 20, 1976

TELEPHONE 616 - 459-9487

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

'IJ

Attention: Ms. Carol Darr

Re: MUR 321 (76)
(Peter F. Secchia)

-%, Dear Ms. Darr:

7 This letter is in response to the Federal Election Commission's

letter dated December 7, 1976, and received by Mr. Secchia on

December 11, 1976.

As attorneys for Mr. Secchia, please be advised we have retained

Attorney T. Timothy Ryan, and the Washington, D.C. law firm of

Counihan, Casey & Loomis, as co-counsel in this matter.

I am advised by Mr. Ryan that he spoke with you and with David

Spiegle of your office on December 17, 1976, and advised of his

retention in this matter.

This office has commenced assembling the extensive materials, infor-

mation and documents requested; however, due to Mr. Ryan's temporary

absence from Washington and the Christmas holidays, we find it impos-

sible to comply with the ten day time limitation.

We will be meeting with Mr. Ryan the week of December 27 and will

make a formal and appropriate response by December 31, 1976.

If this is not acceptable to you, please advise.

Very truly yours,

LMH/lmg
cc: Mr. David Spiegle

Mr. Peter F. Secchia
Mr. T. Timothy Ryan

CLAR , NANTZ, WO D -VAN O1t-EN

L fLeonard P1. H6f f i t r, . ..



CLARY, NANTZ, WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

,, AND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503

MFederal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Attention: Ms. Carol Darr

,CEPTIFIED MAIL
P TURN RECEIPT REQUESTED



CLARY, NANTZ, WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

700 COMMERCE BUILDING

GRAND RAPIDS -MICHIGAN 49503 /

IA(', R. CLAr'Y

W,AR .M.V o N December 20, 1976PP#11 IP W. NAN t I 
, ,

PHILIP F. WOOD 2
LEONARD M. HO

F 
'.

I L 
. JR,

RICHARD J. RANKIN TELEPHONE 616 - 459-9487

ROHPERT W. WHITE

DONALD M. BAILEY

OREoORY 0. PRASHER CERTIFIED MAIL
THOMAS L. oRENTH RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
DAVID R. FERNS ULJM

srEPHEN J. MULDER

LEO H. LITOWICH

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Attention: Ms. Carol Darr

Re: MUR 321 (76)
(Peter F. Secchia)

' Dear Ms. Darr:

This letter is in response to the Federal Election Commission's

letter dated December 7, 1976, and received by Mr. Secchia on

December 11, 1976.

As attorneys for Mr. Secchia, please be advised we have retained

Attorney T. Timothy Ryan, and the Washington, D.C. law firm of

. Counihan, Casey & Loomis, as co-counsel in this matter.

P- I am advised by Mr. Ryan that he spoke with you and with David

Spiegle of your office on December 17, 1976, and advised of his

retention in this matter.

This office has commenced assembling the extensive materials, infor-

mation and documents requested; however, due to Mr. Ryan's temporary

absence from Washington and the Christmas holidays, we find it impos-

sible to comply with the ten day time limitation.

We will be meeting with Mr. Ryan the week of December 27 and will

make a formal and appropriate response by December 31, 1976.

If this is not acceptable to you, please advise.

Very truly, yours,

CLARY, NANTZ,WO N

LMH/lmg Leonard M. Ho lus 1,,1't.

cc: Mr. David Spiegle
Mr. Peter F. Secchia
Mr. T. Timothy Ryan



CLARY, NANTZ, WOOD & VAN ORDEN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

7L) (- O .0 M E c I 71: : J L L N(,

j, AND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503 

0

Mr. David Spiegle
.- - Federal Election Commission

1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20463



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K SIREE I N.W
VWASHINGCON,D.C. 20403

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED DEC 07 1976

Mr. Peter Secchia
2833 Bonnell, S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

Dear ".r. Secchia:

On the basis of information obtained in the
normal course of our supervisory reponsibilities, the
Commissicn found reason to believe that you may have
violated §441a(a) (7) (B) (i) of the Federal Election

' Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, which states that:

expenditure made by any person in cooperation,
consultation, or concert, with, or at the request
or suggestion, of a candidate, his authorized
political committee or their agents shall be

considered to be a contribution to such candidate.

Your prior relationship to the President Ford
Committee and their disbursement of money to you causes
reason to believe that your individual expenditures and
those of the Friends of the First Family Committee may
not have been independent within the meaning of §431(p).
This finding is based on a review of the reports filed by
you individually for independent expenditures, the President
Ford Committee, and the Friends of the First Family Com-
mittee.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken against you.
Please submit any factual or legal material, such as copies
of cancelled checks, receipts, or affidavits, which you
believe will document the following:

Hi.E COPY
OFFICE OF GENERAL COO1SE
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1. A description of your duties and the dates and
location of your involvement with the President Ford Committee
on both a paid and volunteer basis;

2. The particulars, including dates, of the purposes
to which all monies disbursed to you by the President Ford
Committee were put;

3. The last date on which you received monies from
the President Ford Committee;

4. The first dates of any activity of meeting by
the Friends of the First Family Committee, including any

,-activity before Committee filed with theFederal Election
Commission.

N
5. Describe any meetings or contact you may have had

' with David Mhney, Richard P. Kughn, Richard DeVos, or
, Jay Van Andel, all of Grand Rapids, Michigan, regarding
the election effort for President Ford;

6. Did you or any member of the Friends of the First
Family committee have any contact with individuals associated
with President Ford, his authorized committees or agents,
at any time subsequent to the formation of your committee?

,. If so, describe the nature of all such contacts.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be

e0 submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Darr
(telephone no. 202/382-4041), the attorney assigned to this
matter.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. S437g(a) (.3) unless you notify the Commission in
writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

FEDERAL FJ1'T'~ COMMISSION
!i ILE COPY

OFFICE Op GENERAL COUNSEL
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Peter Secchia
MUR 321 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on December 2, 1976, the

Commission determined by a vote of 4-0 that there was reason to

believe a violation of §441a(a)(7)(B)(i) had been committed in

the above-captioned matter. Commissioners Staebler and Tiernan

were not present at the time of the vote.

Sec4 ary to the Commission

r7

ozl "
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December 2, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

RE:

BILL OLDAKER

MARJORIE EMMONS '?Y 4 L /'- ' -

MUR 319 (76) UR 321 76); and MUR 332 (76)

The above mentioned MURs were transmitted to the Commissioners

on November 30, 1976 at 3:30 p.m.

All three MURs have received objections.

MURs 319 (76) and 321 (76) have been placed on the

Compliance Agenda for the meeting on December 2, 1976.

MUR 332 (76) has been placed on the Compliance Agenda

for the meeting on December 8, 1976.

1,PN

COO

r%.
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DAI.E t.ND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:
) , :; , :ir. /6

ONO.

REC' D:

MUR 321 (7G)d

10/1/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name:

Respondent's Name: Peter

Relevant Statute: §411a

Internal Reports Checked:

Federal Agencies Checked:

Initiated internally

Secchia

(a) (7) (B) (i)

reports filed by PFC, Secchia & Friends of First

None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Mff. Secchia's prior relationship with the PFC and their disbursement of

Money to him constitute reason to believe that his sebseguent expenditures

were not independent. Peter Secchia received $7,500 in disbursements fro.m th

PFC,the last of which occurred on May 4, 1976 for $5,000. One week later, o

Mayr,-l, 1976 Secchia placed $1,572.17 worth of newspaper ads in Michigan

I.

"indpendently." Three weeks after the $5,000 disbursement, Secchia reported

to the Federal PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS (See continuation sheet)

Secchia's independent "expenditures", both individually and as chairman of

"Friends of the First Family," within a month after he received $5,000 from

the PFC causes reason to believe that his expenditures may have been "in

cooperation, consultation, or concert, with, or at the request or suggestion of

a candidate, his authorized political committees, or their agents," and thus

considered a contribution to the candidate. Such a contribution would place

Secchia in excess of his $1,000 limitation, which he had already contributed.

RECO1U,.tE DAT I ON

Reason to believe violation of §44]la (a) (7) (B) (i) send attached letter.

Oate of Next CorUnissio* Review:

FamilyNone
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CONTINUATION SHEET

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Election Commission as
Chairman of the "Friends of the First

Fami ly," an "independent" committee which has spent approximately

$43,000.

Mr. Secchia had already contributed up to his $1,000 
limit.

77 7 t *-
.....................................4v M . .- ,_7 I-

I. ~. ~

[1.
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I *- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Peter Secchia

2833 Bonnell, S.E.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Re: MUR 321 (76)

^ Dear Mr. Secchia:

N On the basis of information obtained in the normal

C course of our supervisory responsibilities, 
the Commission

found reason to believe that you may have violated S441a(a)

(7)(B)(i) of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971,

as amended, which states that:

expenditures made by any person in cooperation,

consultation, or concert, with, or at the 
request

or suggestion, of a candidate, his authorized

political committee or their agents shall be

considered to be a contribution to such candidate.

Your prior relationship to the President Ford 
Committee

C and their disbursement of money to you causes 
reason to

believe that your individual expenditures and 
those of the

Friends of the First Family Committee may 
not have been

independent within the meaning of §431(p). 
This finding

is based on a review of the reports filed 
by you individually

for independent expenditures, the President Ford Committee,

and the Friends of the First Family Committee.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate

that no action should be taken against you. 
Please submit

any factual or legal material, such as copies 
of cancelled

checks, receipts, or affidavits, which you 
believe will

document the following:

1. The particulars, including dates of the purposes to

which all monies disbursed to you by the President 
Ford Com-

mittee were put;

%5 . -.i "
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2. The last date on which you have received monies

from the President Ford Committee;

3. The first date of any activity or meeting by the

Friends of the First Family Committee, including any

activity before Committee filed with the Federal Election

Commission.

4. Describe your relationship with David Mehney,

Richard P. Kughn, Richard DeVos, or Jay Van Andel, all of

Grand Rapids, Michigan. Have you met with them or had any

contact with them regarding the election effort for

President Ford.

5. Did you or any member of your committee have any

"contact with individuals associated with President Ford, his

authorized committees or agents, at any time subsequent to

the formation of your committee? If so, describe the

nature of all such contacts.

The Commission is under a duty to investigate this

r matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be

submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Darr

(telephone no. 202/382-4041), the attorney assigned to this

matter.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with

2 U.S.C. §437g(a) (3) unless you notify the Commission in

writing that you wish the investigation to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,

please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

I-Il
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1125 K SI R.[ N.W.
WASI lING1ONI.).C. 20463

October l, 1976

MEMORANDUM

TO: Al Keema

FROM: Ernest SwigerAe
Ronald Krouse;2L

SUBJECT: Analysis of 434(e) Filers Supporting Ford

In the course of analyzing the reports of both the 434(e)
filers in support of President Ford and the reports of the PFC,
we have noticed that Mr. Peter Secchia has been active in several
capacities. We have found that Mr. Secchia has received compensa-
tion of $7,500 from the PFC, as well as made independent expendi-
tures of $1,752. Further, as Chairman of the Friends of the
First Family, he has supervised the receipt and expenditure of
$43,000 by this unauthorized committee. This activity raises

* questions about the status of Mr. Secchia's "independence," as
well as that of the unauthorized Friends of the First Family

* committee.

The significant element in what will be described below is
k the fact that on three occasions Mr. Secchia received payments

or reimbursements from the PFC. On March 27, he received a pay-
* " ment of $2,500 for "Other," which according to the PFC Schedule B

printout was itemized on Line 20, "Operating Expenditures." On
the same day, he received a $2,500 advance which was listed on
the printout as Schedule B, line 22, "Fundraising Expenditures."
This entry appeared as follows:

Advance - State Fund $2,500 CR
Advance - State Fund $2,500

Both of these payments are in the May 10, 1976 report. In
the June 10 report, Mr. Secchia received a $2,500 advance for

."Travel and Related Expenditures" on May 4. This was listed as
a line 20 expenditure.

QS UIO
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Mr. Secchia advised FEC by telegram of his $2,500 independent
expenditure for newspaper ads placed in three Michigan papers on
May 11. The Form 5 which he filed late in May detailed only
$1,572.17 in independent expenditures. Section 109.1(b) (4) (i) (B)
of the Regulations specifies that a person who "is, or has been,
receiving any form of compensation or reimbursements from the
candidate, the candidate's committee or agent," is not acting
independently since such expenditure would be deemed to be made I
in cooperation or in consultation with the candidate or authorized
committee. It would thus appear that Mr. Secchia's independent
expenditure should be regarded as an in-kind contribution.

It should be noted that Mr. David Mehney reported that'he
and his wife shared the costs of two of Mr. Secchia's three ads,
and that Mr. Mehney and his wife spent $2,449.46. If Mr. Secchia's
status to make independent expenditures is questionable, this
would cast some doubt on Mr. Mehney's independence as well. There
are other interesting circumstances surrounding these newspaper ads.
The attached chart lists, by date, the independent expenditures made

C for such ads, made by five men from Grand Rapids. It should be
noted that there is no duplication among these ads, which -suggests
coordination. Though this is circumstantial evidence, a review of
the ads in question might be undertaken to note any similarities.

Mr. Secchia as Chairman of the Friends of the First Family
- committee has raised and spent an aggregate of $43,000 through this

unauthorized committee. Again, his connecti'on with the PFC would
7 jeopardize the unauthorized, independent status of the committee.

Further, this would raise the possibility that between the indepen-
7 dent expenditures and the contributions to Friends of the First
~ Family, Mr. Secchia has violated the contribution limits.

0 We would be pleased to discuss this with you in detail, and,
if referred to the Investigation Section, to advise them of the
related research we have done on this topic.
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Decembc).r 17, 1976

NDI. Vovi'ol '! 'i'olto!1-o-ol ConiL<.ssiono-r
I'e'.;il I*.( U ~O11i "~zSi 1

1 3",5 K ~ o't e I, 2.!,

Il'awX. Li1:toll, I)C 20h63

M': 1ASO,262..

)ea.i Co"":i"ssioner rjloikson:l

I .t r-'r'otu', 1dthat tIe eclosed relPOrtS could not be subitted
carl ico 1 .ii i 011 i.1. i.tial rcp. rts 110]e ill tiim ely filed, we
w,.e a(IvR ;el 0)5 equ('I to thouJ' SUNb:i.wSOJL tiia I tit Coiiissi.on s
sy ;te::l haiId beeonl C01:2PutCu'ized. Since our roports, included someO
infor:vition witli overlappi.; dates, it was necessary for us to.
ro-do our Jl'.iv 10 Quarterly Recport and our TerimAination IReport.
ThoIse are Jhe.-owith enclosed.

]t las alays been ou desire to be cooperative and in total covu-
.p.i.;i.ucc ..i. tii tbe sp.i.iJ. t -uid lot :o-c of tbe Law. indoed, as Mir

ro )or ist, tii o:' k . ,00 1wa,.Ls iiivested by us i n lC -;;l cotusol to
be as certaini. as )O siblO that wo complied fully. ilowevort Since
the Fi lend's of the .'irst Fam:ily Conmittee was disso-lvod on Septeriber 23,

"" 1"}0'6, 1 .have not I ad Ifw:idi0s for .eal advice or ass:.:ta.ce.
loc ur;e o lto ;bov( -,-nd t - v.,ced to condl 1ct my ownt pro soniz-

btil:,i3nefs, -tut l o 1";ck of ,'],C "o ;vm ullti-I after Nlovenber 10,
c hC! r c 1) 0 1; --,re.0 (1 .a . y sn.er eI apoloc;ios acco;:pauy this

.I- ]lave stIi.ld tIe reportj in< :3tructions conscientiously and ill
con"ident ti;Lt i or 'c p)0-ts are no, :in the order whic, your staff
li:is vcq',ioc: tel [n :Ot O, cX:ct i.'Or a COuplo of inner insta"ncecs
of 'i.s'u s ,t it 1.11Ai, Our or3 z:i._ a]. ae .lwere corru-ect*
Yorr. ;t' las beon feA.pfnl. t we cOual l

J-31 ~ ho WO-J - coJuY, be mostric(uJ aL eg "l I tld "1le.,,0 ](0,coE- -'](i"~ j-O In flOc ]," Scd re]orts now reflct c....tnes or ameuci. ents
In tioe.;o few spots wioi-:n:o we0 ha(l not fully.v comprohiended instructions
or inisiyterprcted infor'.ation pi'eviolily.

Oal" fir'st reporl t should stand .s filed (thie 30th day report followin,
the pr:O.)iary-. . m of 6/8/7; inl ti.te st ate of Ohio coveriin; the
Period Ao, v2 hru~ ue23

Our two ,;ub:-equ( c;-t repor, ;s Leve ,.;ui)cioccdI by the oe los ed. 'Io sc
o ~l'..i,r .epo,' : .. i) ,:; the ,rI..-V 10 re or:l tt J. outr :L.i."st teri' ationl

report , s'iT. 1'ii:2 o'ofo.uo be des U rouye( I ;;:Ltco thoos hcewith contain
the .. ...... ..... ':.F". t k';seriti;: .1. 7.'l; *; :.ti the .o.' ' irect.ec by
Your .;ta('r d Ji)i f.c', fo riox' cOilplluto'iat oil witO lt ovorLappirij-
of cat:os,

T tru-st upa i i:illn sn.i. 'ctor:&1, clars Ui all priJo- cqis io.-;.
'i'1)O1 \

T...Vrt :f'Or" '~tiCo " ]. ' n .;.iC: jj it c. u :tle i .'tt (:i[o. l, ; U aitd : ui¢ d ;["[11';11.01

il1Oi,.'oiIl .Lolk J)(1 i ., I . ; sit _l. ola boLo.) to resp')lld p' ip l .Y.

.j - . .



.,,3 Report Receipts and Expenditures. ..
July1976 for !andidate or Committee
Federal L,. c,,o om miso n S upp orting a ny C andidate (s) forP .

1325 K Street. N.W. o
Wasngton, D.C. 20463 Nomination or Election to Federal Office

Note: Committees authorized by a candidate to receive contributions and make expenditusre; in connection with more than one election must maintain separate
records with respect to each election.

i(a) Name of Candidate or Committee (in full) 0i Check if name or address is changed 2 Identification Number

Friends of tlo First Family Committee C00022590
________o£______irs_____ilyCommittee_3(m) Is this a report of receipts and expenditures

(b) -Address (number and street) for only one election? 1- Yes Li No

Box 504 b) If "Yes," for which election?
1c) City State and, _.l.cP OhPi Pr' y..- .on 4! B,'

Rockfrd-, A C 341 (-eneral, primary. runolf) (,ate)

4 Type of Report (Check appropriate box and complete, if applicable) (o) 11 January 31 Year End Report
(a1) 1 Amendment For JiI. I .. 1 ( . (cJZ" July 10 Quarterly Report (f) l Monthly Report

(Which report) (d) L- October 10 Quarterly Report (Month)
(b) [1 April 10 Quarterly Report 1g) rL Termination Report

(h) UI Tenth day report preceding _ election on in the State of
(primary, general or convention) (date)

() L Thirtieth day report following _ election on in the State of

(primary, general or convention) (date)

Candidate or Committee Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
5 tovering Period: From June29ugh 2  e~jg eio : Fr m J u n e 2 9 T r gh J u n e 3 0 P 1 9 7 6 ---

Section A - Cash Balance Summary Column A Column B

This Period Calendar Year-To-Date

G Cash on hand January 1, 197.6 ................................................. $

7 ;?sh on hand at beginning of reporting period ......................................... $ 3, 881*36 .. __

8.14otal receipts (from line 19) .......................................................$ None .28 .O0

1V Subtotal (Add lines 7 and 8) ................................................... $ 3,881.36 s 28,665.00
Total expenditures (From line 25) ............................................. $ None s 24,783.6';

•............... ... . . 7.. 3. . 6... .....4

10 Cas o.-low at close of reporting period (Subtract line 9 from line 8) ..................... $ 3 9881 1 36

11 Contributed items on hand to be liquidated (attach itemized list) ............ N e.
Section B - Presidontial Campaign Expenditures Subject to Limitation - Summary

(To Be Used Only By Presidential Candidates Receiving Federal Funds)

12 Operating expenditures (from line 20) ........................................... $ $

13 Refunds and Rebates (from line 17) ....................... I .................... $ $
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • . . .. . . .. ,. .. . . . , . . .

14 (a) Expenditures subject to limitation (Subtract line 13 from line 12) ....................... $

(b) Expenditures from prior years subject to limitation ...............................

(c) Total expenditures subject to limitation (Add iines 14a and 14b) ............ $

I c ortify that I have examined this Report, and to the best of q knowlecrtiaa , ref . and complee.

V £-fJLD._DaviL 6___ plet. NoVC1Tb1) r20.j 196
(Typed Name of 1 roasUrer or Candidate) J ( ir uf Treasuror or Candidate) (Date)

Note: Sblmision of false, errortoous, or inconmplete Information may subject the person signing this FRlport to the ppnaltie of 2 L;.S.C. § 4 3 7U or
§ .14 1j Se rovwrsu sioh ul form)

For further F rederal Election Commission Any nfrm ato n rporte o herein ay not be copied for salu or u u by any p rson for purpo ,e
in fo rm a tio n 1 3 2 5 K S tre e t. N .W . of in o r i bti o n s o r fo r a y n t e ao p u rp ose .
Contact: Washirgtoo, D.C. 20463 of soliciting contributions or for any conrinerclat purpose.

- Iqm



FEC Form 3
July 1976
Federal Election Cornmlsslon
1325 K Street, N.W.
WashIngton. D.C. 20463

DAiled Summary Schedule of Rec ts and Expenditures
(Page 2)

Name of Candidate or Committee

PART I - RECEIPTS

15 Contributions and other Income:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule A) ..................................

(b) Unitem ized ............................................
(1) Sales and Collections Included Above:

List by event on memo Schedule D ($ )

(d) Subtotal of contributions and other income ......................

16 Loans and Loan Repayments Received:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule A) .................................

b) Uniternized..............................................
(c) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments received ....................

17 Refunds, Rcbates, Returns Received:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule A) ..................................

(b) Unitemized. ...........................................

- (c) Subtotal of refunds, rebates, returns ...........................

18 Transfers In:

(a) From Affiliated Committee (Itemize on Schedule A Regardless of Amount)

(b) From other Committees (Itemize on Schedule A Regardless of Amount) ...

(c) Subtotal of transfers in......................................
*1 Total Receipts. ..............................................

PART II - EXPENDITURES

20 Operating Expenditures (Committees Not Receiving Federal Funds Include Fundraising, Legal and
Accounting Expenditures):
(a) Item ized (use Schedule B) ................................................

7 (b) U nitem ized ..........................................................
(c) Subtotl of operating expenditures ..........................................
Independent Expenditures (use Schedule E) .......................................

22 Loans, Loan Repayments, and Contribution Refunds Made:

' (a) Item ized (use Schedule B) .................................................
(b) U nitem ized ..........................................................
(c) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments made and contribution refunds ...................

,3 For Use Only By Presidential Campaigns Receiving Federal Funds; Exempt Fundraising, Legal and
Accounting Expenditures:
(a) Item ized (use Schedule B) ...............................

(b) Unitem ized .........................................

(c) Subtotal of funoraising expenditures ........................

24 Transfers Out:

(a) To Affiliated Committee (Itemize on Schedule B Regardless of Amount)

b) To Other Committees (Itemize on Schedule B Regardless of Amount) . .

(c) Subtotal of transfers out ................................

25 Total Expenditures . .....................................

REPORT COVERING THE PERIOD

FROM: June 29
Column A
This Period

..... None ....
.... None ....

TO: J urL 30. 7
Column B

Calendar year-todate

$ None 1 005OO

S...
$

... None ....
.Nono ....

None

$ ...... Non-e ....
$ ...... NQfle.

$ ...... Nonr ....
$ .... None ....
$ None
$ None

$ ...... None ....
$...... Nona ....

S -None --
$ None

$ ...... Non e....

$ ...... Non ....

$..............
$ "

$ ...... None ....

$ None
$ None

$ 10Y P0_  O

$ 28,665.00

$ 2_L75_68.

$

$ None-
$ 24,783.61

PART III • DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS

26 Debts and oblijations owed to the Committee (Itemize all on Schedule C) ..................... $ None _

27 Debts and obligations owed by the Committee (Itemize all on Schedule C) ..................... $ 6,o9.33 _ _ _

PART IV- RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, NET OF TRANSFERS TO AND FROM
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES

28 Total Receipts (from line 19) .................................................. N nJ ---- 4
29 Transfers Iti (from line 18(a)).................................................. $ ...... N on- ....

30 Net R(eceipts (&ubtri.rct line :19 from line 28) ................................... ........ N o e .-

31 TotjIl Exp nditures (from line 25) ............................................. $ .. .

32 11 arl'vrs out (fun) lin .24(U)) ................................... ......... ......... $ ...... Nonl .

33 Net Expenditures (Subtract lite 32 from line 31) .. .................................... $
________ ________ ____________________None

.................

.................

.................



d ltemized Receipts, a O for
Schedule A Contribu ns, Ticket Purchases, Loans, LINENUMBER 11 r.i-d 1290
July 1976 Rebates, and Transfers for Line E
F1neral El/ction Commission (Use separate schedulefs) for each

,2 KSre,. NW. Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3 numbered line)
Washington, 0,C. 20463 Is* Instructions on back)

Name of Cndiat, or Committee in full

Frienda of the First Family

Full Name-, naill il address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

Civic Trt-ust 80, Santa Fe Employees Good Gov't Fund day, year) receipt M o

80 East Jackson Street 6/28/76 previous

C- hicn-o, TL 600I4 L- period.
Principal place of business Occupation $500.00

See attached memo of previously
oxplanati one El Check if Contributor is self-employed reported.

Aggregate Year-to-date .......... . $ y)('). 00

Full Name, (wiling address and ZIP code Date (month, Amouint of each

Natioiial Steel Political Action Fund, Ile A, Lidtkep Treas. day, year) receipt W&.fww

2800 Grant Building 6/7/76p ou
Pittsburahx PA 15219 period.

Principal place of business Occupation $500.00ee itta! e mem ofpreviously
gee attached memo of Check if Contributor is self-employed reported

Aggregate Year-to-date .......... $ o00 , 00 - - .

Full Nan., mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each
day, year) receipt this period

Pnncipal place of business Occupation

U Check if Contributor is self employed

Aggregate Year-to-date ......... . $

Full Na,', mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

day, year) receipt this period

Principal place of business Occupation

U Check if Contributor is self -employed

_ _ _ Aggregate Year-to-date . . . . . . ... . $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Principal place of business Occupation

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of each
receipt this period

K C heck if Contributor is self-employed
Aggregate Year-to-date ........ . .P1111. $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each
day, year) receipt this period

Principal place of business Occupation

U Check if Contributor is self-employed

Aggregqate Year-to-date----------- .. .101 $ _______

Subtotal of receipts this iage (optional) .. ............................................................ . . $

Total tbi.priod (last pago this lino nunber only) --------------------------------------- $ 1,000.0

Page 3



Memo of explanation concerning items in attachod Schodulo As

This is to amend an entry which appeared in our initial report
coverix4; the period May 27-June 28, 1976.

It has been brought to our attention by the Federal Elootion
Commission thtat two receipts previously listed by us as "Contributions"
on Line 15 of "EC Form 3 should properly have been reported as "Transfers
in" on Line 18.

We have tlerefore made that adjustment heroin.
On the Detailed Summary Schedule of A'eCO:pts ; E'xpenditures (Pace 2)

of FEC Form 3, we have reduced Line 15 by $1,000 from t]to previously
reported $18,665.00 to a corrLbcted ,$17,665.00, and we have increased
Line 18 from the proviously reported .one to O1,0C)0.00. This covers
'the two contributions of $'500 each frotm the groups listed on tho
attached.

Please note: "total receipts remain at $,,28,665.00 for this period,
since this does not represent a new receipt but only a correction in
previous reportin-, as explained above uld advised by tihe Commission.

Page 3A



Schedule B I ized Expenditures 9 P o.f. ofo
oy io Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and TransfersIrecderai Election commission 'LINE NUMBER 020

1325 K Stret. N.W. for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3
Washington, U.C. 20463 ao(Use separate schedule(s) for each

(see Instructions on back) numbered line)

... T Name of Candidate wr Committee in full

Frionds of' the Firs

Full Name, mailing adress and ZIP code

Ins iCht,
P. 0. Box
Rockford,

11-1c.
585
MI 49341

t Family

Purpose of Expenditure
Please see attache
shoet for amondmon

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Na

Full Naire, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

174

F94 Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Date (m
Lfay, yea

to our initial rep rt
covering Miay 27-J e

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure

onth, Amount of each expendi-

r) ture this period

(Not appli-

28. cablo)

Date (Month, Amount of each expendi-
day, year) ture this period

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day. year)

4-
Amount of each expendi-
ture this period

Amount of each expendi
ture this period

Amount of each expendi-
ture this period

Amount of each expendi-
ture this period

Amount of each expendi-
ture this period

Amount of each expendi-
ture this period

Subtotal of ex pcndlitures this page (optional). ...................................................... $

otal this parioi (last p eJ this lirne ruml~er only)..... .................................................... 

Page ))



/' •

Mevio of explanation roCardinC attached Schodulo 138

This is to amend an item which appeared in our initial report
covering the period May 27-Juno 28, 1976.
In this reportp it was erroneously stated in Paragraph 2. of a
listing of expenditures for space in newspapers that an advertisement
had been placed in the Newark Advocate, Nowark, Now Jersey, on the
dates of June 4 and 7. New Jersey should be changed to read
correctly as the Newark Advocate, Newark, Ohio.
The dates and amounts were correctly stated, but no ads were
placed in newspapers in New Jersey by this committee at any time.
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De , and Obligations for par of -1 _for
Schedule C Line Numbrs26 and/or 27 of FEC Form 3 LINE NUMBER 26
July 1976 (Use sap/rate schedule(s) for each
Federal Li L lion CorrrnlsIri usee redl e s) f

1325 K Street, N.W. numbered line)
Washington. D.C. 20463 Ise. Instructions on back)

Name of Candidate or Commit tee in full

Friends of the First Family
Full Name, rirliling addreis arid ZIP code, and natuie of
obligation

Peter F. Secchia
2833 onnoll, SE
Grand fapids, mI 49506

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Insight, Inc.
P.O. Box 585
Rockford, MI 11-93111

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

I Namle, mailing address and ZIP code, a-nd nature of
obligation

Date (month,
day, year)

5/27/76

Date (month,
day, year)

6/25/76

Date (mionth,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Full NaniL., mailing address and ZiP code, and nature of Date (morith,
Oe~a :ion Iday, year)

F- Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Full Name, niling address and ZIP code, arid nature of
obligation

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Aninu tt of Original
Debt, Contract, Agree-

ment, or Promise

$

$5,000 loan

$

$1,099.•38

Cumulative Pavnimnt To
Date

None

None

$ $

$ $

-$$

day, year)

Outstanding Balance at
Close of This Period

$5,000.00

$

$1,099.38

$

$

$

$

$

Subtotals this period this POii (optonill) ........................... $ $ $.

Total !is periad Iist ;J ,lu i li , lino number only) .................... I. . 6 ,099 .38 $ s 6 , 099.
catl. v ()iL';,ttdtl q h).l'l;l i' Only, o ' (05i iit! l iiw o t " iil try.

Page 5
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November 20, 1976

Under po,,alty of perjury, I certify that the expenditures

reported horoin, all of which wore independent, were not

made in COo)ration, consultation, concert with, or at the

request or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized

committee or agent of such candidate or authorized committee.

Furthermore, these expenditures did not involve the financing

of dissemination, distribution or republication in whole or

in part of any broadcast or any written, graphic or other form

of campaign materials prepared by the candidate, his campaign

committee or their agents.

Friends of the First Family

Rockford, Michigan

STATF '  SS

, A ',''/O7N TO E!EFtjCE Mt

"77 1979
r"'

COMMISSION LXPIRES

1I7,o 6

-- ---- M-- I



Repoof Receipts and Expenditures *
for a Candidate or Committee.

Supporting any Candidate(s) for
Nomination or Election to Federal Office

a,

Note: Cominmatee authorized by a candidate to receive contributions and make expenditures in conntvtion Ch Llth ' 6. .limtion I?,Illsi/4ntain separate
records with respj'ct to each election.

Ila) Name of Candidate or Committee (in full) L1 Check if name or address is changed

Friends of thc First Family
(b) Address (number and street)

P. 0. fox 501k
(c) City. State and ZIP code

__&o_ kLord .M 493I1
4 Type-f Feport (Check appropriate box and complete, if applicable)

8) UI Amendment For t C i...:.1 -1O~k) Li July 10 Quarterly
(Which report) (d) Di October 10 Quart

(b) Li April 10 Quarterly Report

Ih) LI Tenth day report preceding e

(primary, general or convention)

2 Identification Number

coo02 ,590
3(a) Is this a report of receipts and expenditures

for only one election? A Yes E] No

(h) If "Yes," for which election?
0gne a; pn 1)-i mI:r, onrunof,
(goneral, primary, runoff) (date)

10) LI January 31 Year End Report
Report (f) L- Monthly Report
erly Report (Month)

(ii) L Termination Report

lection on in the State of
(date)

i) Li Thirtieth day report following election on - in the State of
(primary, general or convention) (date)

Candidate or Committee Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
5 Covering Period: FromJuly 1 , 197I Through Scl:vcmbo1

Section A - Cash Balance Summary Column A Column B
This Period Calendar Year-To-Dati

-.S Cash on hand January 1, 19 -6 .............................................. $ 1,O7 O _

Caish on hand at beginning of reporting period ......................................... $1 1.96 _

Total receipts (from line 19) ................................................ , 7 . 1 $ 1,k o.

(a) Subtotal (Add lines 7 and 8) ................................................... $ 8,626 33,10. 18

9 Total expenditures (From line 25) .................................................. $ 8P626 54 $ 33911100 18
.. . . . . .o , •. . . . . . .. , , ,. ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..

10 Cash on hand at close of reporting period (Subtract line 9 from line 8) .......................$ Tone $ - .10

11 Contributo;d items on hand to be liquidated (attach itemized list) .$. ........... $

Section B -Presidential Campaign Expenditures Subject to Limitation -Summary
(To Be Used Only By Presidential Candidates Receiving Federal Funds)

12 Operating expenditures (from line 20) ........................................... S $

13 Refunds and Rebates (from line 17) . ............................................ $ $
. . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . .. . . . ,. . . .. . .= . . .

14 (a) Expenditures subject to limitation (Subtract line 13 from line 12) .......................$ $

() Expenditures from p ior years subject to limitation .............................................. $... .

(c) Total expenditures subject to limitation (Add lines 14a and 14b) ..................... $
certify that I have examlined this Report, arid to the best 0 )y knowledy nd

I cetf C,11 a dC m lteo

ft ypod Naoiu of I rcaiuror or Caniciditc) C ()i t of Treasurur or Candidalo) (Date)

Note: tsiti iiion of f,.., eirto iomus, or i corwielfti information iviiy sit iec the persun signing this Ftlport to the penaltirs of 2 U.S.C, 437 or

44 11 (3'ui roive, sI S i isit o t I

F o r fuith er ui vrr:r I l tL , ti n r C o r Mi..,i o n 1
reformation 13 2b K trttwt, N, l.Vy ifoi ii at lot rypor Itd hruri ay riot be cOpirdel for safe or use iY any pou sovr i pitrilost
Conitct: W[h.inq C. 20163 of sntI'Itinji eortrftutibus or fui ay coninrch l urposo.

FCC Form 3
July 1976
Federal tEloctlon Commission
1325 K Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463



F EC Form* 3
July oms7o Dewed Summary Schedule of Recews and Expenditures
Federal 0ect4o 6 Commission

Washington. L),C. 20463 ( a e2

Name of Candidate or Committee
,riends of the ,'irst 1,'amily

PART I - RECEIPTS

15 Contributions and other Income:

(a) Item ized (use Schedule A) ...............................................

(b) U nitem ized ..................... ....................................

(c) Sales and Collections Included Above:

List by event on memo Schedule D ($ _ _ )

(d) Subtotal of contributions and other income ...................................

16 Loans and Loan Repayments Received:

(a) Item ized (use Schedule A) ..............................................

(b) U nitem ized .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .

(c) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments received .................................

17 Refunds, Rebates, Returns Received:

(a) Item ized (use Schedule A ) ...............................................
(b) U nitem ized ................. .... ............... ........... ... ......

c) Subtotal of refunds, rebates, returns ........................................

11 -Yransfers In:

(a) From Affiliated Committee (Itemize on Schedule A Regardless of Amount) ..............

("Ib) From other Committees (Itemize on Schedule A Regardless of Amount) ................

,4 c) Subtotal of transfers in ..................................................
19 Total R eceipts ................................................ .........

PART If- EXPENDITURES

20 "bpcratinq Expenditures (Committees Not Receiving Federal Funds Include Fundraiiing, Legal and
Accounting Expenditures):

f1 s) Item ized (use Schedule ) ................................................

(b) U nitem ized ....................... .............. .... ....... ..........

f(( Subtotal of operating expenditures ..........................................
21 _ dependent Expenditures (use Schedule E) .......................................
22 Loans, Loan Repayments, arnd Contribution Refunds Made:

,As) Item ized (use Schedule B) .................................................
'(b) U nitem ized . ..........................................................

60 Subtotal of loans and loan repayments made and contribution refunds ...................

23 For Use Only By Presidential Campaigns Receiving Federal Funds; Exempt Fundraising, Legal and
,.Accounting Expenditures:

(a) Itemized (use Schedule B) $.................................................$

(6) Unitem ized .......................................................... $

(c) Subtotal of fundraising expenditures ......................................... $

24 Transfers Out:

(a) To Affiliated Committee (Itemize on Schedule B Rcgardless of Amount) ................... $

(b) To Other Committees (Itemize on Schedule 8 Regardless of Amount) ..................... $

(c) Subtotal of transfers out ................................................. $

25 Total Expenditures ....................................................... $

REPORT COVERING THE PERIOD
FROM: J11i..y 1 TO:5,OpL .8 1 7(

Column A
This Period

$ .... 3,675..00.
s ... .. 55.0O.

$ -3,730.00

$ '

$

$ ......... . . . . . .
$...... ......
$ "

$ }l.7t5. 1S

$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$ ,2 _

s$..5,77...50..
$ ........ "..-.....
.L___,07._ 7 5 0_

........ 2 5...9 ...

8. 0 01 1
PART III -DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS

26 Debts and obligations owed to the Committee (Itemize all on Schedule C) ..................... $
27 Debts and obligations owed by the Committee (Itemize all on Schedule C) ..................... $

PART IV - RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, NET OF TRANSFERS TO AND FROM
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES

28 Total R eceipts (from line 19) . ................................................ .__

29 Transfers In (from line 18(a)) ............ ..................................... $ ... .............

30 Net Receipts (Suti ract line 29 from line 2 )3) ....................................... .

31 Total Expenditure , (from line 25) .............................................. _

32 Ttans frr : out (ftont line 24(a)) .............................................. $ . ..............

33 Nuet Uxpenditures (ubttact line 32 from line 31) .................................... $

Column B
Calendar Vea! -to-date

$ 213.)5.,00

$ 1_,O00.O0$ 01. 0018

19I 000.(00

_ 33.1110.18

$ " , 71 .
~i-L:jL! 11

* L2i~

.sl239iQoIo2.

$

$ 2095 90
$ 33,:.10. 8



Itemized Receipts, Page 1 of 1 for

Schedule A Contriba ns, Ticket Purchases, Loans, O LINE NUMBER 15
July 1976 Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Federal ElectT n CofsmiSsion (Use separate schedule(s) for each

1325 K Street, NW. Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3 numbered lio)
Washington, D.C. 20463 (see Instructions on back)

Name of Candidato or Committee in full

Friendzs )r tie rirst Pamily
Full Name, railing Alhlri'ss and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

Thomas S I IX day, year) receipt this period

83 Monroe, NW8
__MI-i, IT 49 502 ........ _8/13/75 5o.DO
Principal place of business Occupation

Fox Jewelers Executive Vice President
Grand [apids , NI L Check if Contributor is sell-emplov,d

Aggregate Yew,-to-date ... . $ (). O0 . ._._01____0_0

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

Pctc o W'c,-, day, year) receipt this period

2754 Pioneer Club 'Roadq SE
_irand_ "; .ids 4 3II 49506 ___7/1/76 $100.00

Principal place ef business Occupation 8/13/76 25.00
Steelcaso, Inc. _Exec. Corporate Secretary

-1120 36th St. , SE U Check if Contributor is self-employed
Cair:,UT~~d t resi ho,[I o06 Aggregate Year-to-date ....... . 100

Vt'll Name, mailingaddress and ZIP code Date (month. Amount of eacht er C .Cool: day, year) receipt this period

2660 28th Strect, SE
ziaI'll , - 49506 8/13/76 $1,000.00

Principal place of business Occupation
-Import 1otors, Limited President

Grand ]lapids, I EU Check if Contributor is self -emp'oyed
r, Aggregate Year-to late ......... $ 1 D 000 00

FuI Nane, n. iling address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

Mrs. Peter C. Cook day. year) receipt this period

v1r52 Osceola Drive, SE
_G LjrL ,apd Ms.1, 21.9r)06 8/13/76 $1,000.00

P(Ticipal place of business 
Occupation

I- _ lQjn kcer __r____ _-

U Check if Contributor is self-employed
Aggregate Year-to-date ....... . $ I ..00--O

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, . Amount of each

Loulise S. Keoler day, year) receipt this period

2525 Indian Trail Road, SE
Grand ]Uapids, MI 1i9506 9/17/76 $1,000.00

Principal place of business Occupation
I omouiake r

EU Check if Contributor is self-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date .......... 1 $1 , 000. 00

Full Name, nviling address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

rldshzo ]lolAmn day, year) receipt this period

P.O. 1o:,z 171t
__h -j _j4ce, .I5!9j6 9/28/7 $ 500.00

Principal place of business Occupation
mt eired

U Check if Conitributor is sclf-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date ... .. . • 7 . $ 00 _ _0_

otal o ( it page this linme r) . .m.b.r. .n.l................-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-...... . - 00

Page 3



Ati temized Receipts, Po. p of'___ for
Schedule A Contribul s, Ticket Purchases, Loans, LINE NUMBER 17
July 1976 Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Federal adle/rtfon Coort$(on (Use separete schedulels) for each

1325 K Street. N.. Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3 numbered line)

Washington U.C. 204G3 (n@ Instructions on back)

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

Friends of the Pirst Family

Full Nan., mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

Insitlht Advertising e, Public Relations day, year) receipt this period

P0 Dox 585
Rockford, MI 49341 8/3/76 $1015.18

Principal place of business Occupation

Above
Ped Check if Contributor is self-employed
Agqregate Year-to-date ......... ... $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

day, year) receipt this period

Principal place of business Occupation

0I Check if Contributor is self-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date .......... . $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

day. year) receipt this period

Principal place of business Occupation

l Check if Contributor is self-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date ........... $

F vtfNain, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each

day, year) receipt this period

Pr ncipal place of business Occupation

-- Check if Contributor is self-employed

I Aggregate Year-to-date ......... .. $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each
day, year) receipt this period

Principal place of business Occupation

l Check if Contributor is self employed

Aggregate Year-to-date ......... . $

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of each
day, year) receipt this per iod

Principal place of business Occupation

LI Check if Contributor is self-employed

Aggregate Year-to.date- . . .... . ._ . . $

Subtotal of receipts this page (optional) .......... .-.-...-..............................-.-.................. $

Total this period (lost page this line number only) .- At ... c d. i;w o. .ox.l:Ls .-cb;tt,............. $ 1 ,01 5.10

Page /t



Memo of explanation reardinC rebate itomized on attached Schedule A:

Thc Frilends of the First Faimlly Committeo's a-reemont witli
Insight Advertisj.n,i; and Public l1,elations wa.s that the Comlittee
would pay tlE) afo.esaid A;'ency for newspaper space purclasod on
its boliul.f .t each- paper's net rate plus a 7, commission,, plus
production costs.

Throu;ii Aexnecy Clerical oversi(,It, a 1 > comirssion r.t'her

than the agx.,eed upon perccnt.-i.';e ws originally billed to the
Committee. This rebate, tiierefore, represents a 7- reduction
in the ,ross rate expenditure of, ,:13,535.67 for newspaper space
as reported in Sctedule 2.

Essnti.F.ally, it is a crcdit exteonded ]--y lnsii,1I]t Advertisiwn;
to the Frieclds of the 1irst fauiily Coi;imiiittee Lo correct the
earlier overbillin, : error by t.he A.g'ency.

Newspaper space costs were it~ini:;ed in our initial report
cover:i.ng the period from h".y 27 tl-'ouic,' June 1976.

C^

C,'

Pao 4A



Schedulo B mized Expenditures Pag f - 1Ior
July 19o Campaign Fundraising Loan, and Transfers
Federal Clectlion Commission C L LINE NUMBER 22
1325 Sr ,,. N.W. for Lines 20 22 23 and/or 24 of FEC Form 3
Washington. C.C. 20463 (Use separate schedule(s) for each

(see Instructions on back) numbered linelT Namie of Candidate or Committee in full

'iends of the First lauiiy

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Peter F. Socchia
3153 Three viile Road, NE
Grand Rapids, M'I 49505

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

-Falll Nafne, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

lull Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name. mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Purpose of Expenditure

Loan repayment
including interest

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

Date (month, Amount of each expend,
day, year) lure this period

8/13/76 -:,,3,037.50
9/23/76 2,o)40.00

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of each expend
ture this period

Amount of each expend
ture this period

Amount of each ex pen
ture this period

Amount of each expen
ture this period

Amount of each expen
ture this period

Amount of each expen
ture this period

Date (month, Amount of each expet
day, year) ture this period

Subtotal of ux,,erditurcs this pac; (optional............................................................~ S 5 5,077 • 5

Total this p triod (last pago this line numbor only) ....................................................... $5,077 50

Page 5



Schedule B
July 1976
Federal Ilection Commission
1325 K Street. N.W.
Wasnington, D.C. 20463

emized Expenditures 4
Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers

for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3
(see Instructions on back)

IName of Candidate or Committee in full

Pae 1 of 1 for

LINE NUMBER 2"

(Use separate schedule(s) for each
numbered line)

Fr:Londs of the First Family
Full Name, nailing address and ZIP code

Sawyer for Congress Comittee
549 Ottawa, Nh1
Grand Rapids, MI 49502

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

- +
full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Purpose of Expenditur.f O  liqui
date balance of
Committee funds &
support Harold Sawy
Repub. caiididato fq
-Confress.- a-ice 5ti 1Purpose of Expenditure

iPurpose of Expenditure

Purpose of Expenditure

.Qate (month,
day. year)

9/28/76
orI

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Amount of each expend
ture this period

$ 295.90

Amount of each expen(c
ture this period

Amount of each exp)en(
ture this period

Amount of each expen(
ture this period

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expen(
TI day, year) ture this period

,kull Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expen
day, year) ture this period

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expenr
day, year) ture this period

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expenr
day, year) ture this period

Subtotal of expenditures this p|age (optional)......................................................... $ :9 r 0

295 * 9
Total this period (lat page this lint numher only) ......................................................... b1 $

Pago 6



D and Obligations for FLIN of 27

Schodule C Line Numbers 26 and/or 27 of FEC Form LINE NUMBER _2
July 976 (Use separate schedule(i) for each
FJ 170 oncortmiso numbered line)Federal :leLtiOn Con~inii$i('n

1325 , Street, N,W.
Wasrrington. D.C. 20463 (see Instructions on back)

Name of Candidle or Cornmittet in full

Frionds of the First Family

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP coda, and nature of
obligation

Peter F. Secchia
2833 Donnoll, SE
Grand Rapids, WE 49506

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Insigrht, Inc.
P. 0. Box 585

l ,ockford, 1.1I 41934-1

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation
F-

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
o 'blgat ion

-r I Narrie, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obigation

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of
obligation

Full Name, mailing address and ?IP code, and nature of
obligation

Amount of Oriqinal
Debt, Contract, Agree.

ment, or Promise

Cumulative Payment To
Date

Outstanding Balance at
Close of This Period

i I__ _ _ _ _ _

Date (month,
day, year)

9/28/76

Date Imonth,
day, year)

9/23/76

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

Date (month,
day, year)

day, year ) 1 11

Date (month,
day, year)

$5,000 loan
plus interosl

5,000.00
plus int

-t t-.---

$19 ,99.38 1,099.38

-0-

$ $ -ti.-

Date (month, $ $
day, year)

Subtolals this pe, iod this page (optional) .......................... (, 6 0 1) .0 $ .,(09. .33 $ -0-
_ _ _,_ _____._... .. ........ 0 -_

Total this period (last page this biou number only) ....... .......... (S $ -0-
Carry (utstandinq bdlIicn1 only, to appropi ri;He l t-W of skir-rn1 iry,

Page 7
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Schedule E
July 1976
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20463

Y -

Ir ized Independent Expenditurec
for Line 21 F.E.C. Form 3

(S.. reverse side for instructions)

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

Friends ot" the First Family

Full Name, mailirg addrfess and ZIP code

P.O. Bo.: 504
Rockford, MI 49341

r". I of 1 peg"t

Id. No.

000022-590

Is This a Separate Report by a Committee Filin
on FEC Form 3A? NO

Itemize expenditures which exceed, in the aggregate, $100 wiithin a calendar y ear

Full Name, mailing address & ZIP Code
of Each Payee

WOTV, T:[me-Life Broadcast
120 College, SE

Grand ,apids, I 49502

C-Clary, Nantz7, Wood & Van
Orden, Attorneys at Law

700 Commerce Building
Grand Rapids, MI 49502

r4larry A. Daker Co.
-1i10 Monroe, 1,.

.-Grand Rapids, NI 19503

-nsight Advertising
Public Relations

CP.o. Box 585
Rockford, N: 49341

Purpose of Expenditure

PurclhLse of fil'
print footage of
G.R. Ford, for
possible TV use.
(Later lost
noI;--usod).-

Legal services f
filing of requil
reports, advice,
etc.

Campaign but tonE

Newspaper ad
production cost

- -- 4.------

Date
(month, day, year )

9/23/76

or
ed

7/30/76

9/7/76

1- -~

9/23/76

Amount

416. 0

$31,632.35

$105.I

1 , 099 * 38

(a) Subtotal of Itemized Independent Expenditures ........................................

(b) Subtotal of Unitemized Independent Expenditures ......................................

(c) Total Independent Expenditures ......................................................

Under penalty of perjury I certify that the independent expenditures reported
herein were not made in cooperation, consultation, concert with, or at the
recqust or suggestion of any candidate or any authorized committee or agent
of such capndidite or autho ied committee. Furthe rmote, these expenditures
did not involve the financing of disseinnation, distribution, or republication
in whole or in part of any campl)ai n niatewils preparud by the candidate, his
campaign committee, or their 1 nt

Jec ber 7,
\it, natre Dote

Name of Federal Carididate
supported or opposed try the
expenditure & offhicc sought

In support of
Gerald !%. Ford
for Pres. of U1

In support of
Gerald R'. Ford
for Pros. of UL

In suppor
Gerald 1Z.
for Pros.

t of

o I

In support of
Gerald R. Ford
for Pres. of U"

........... 1$ 3 253.14

Subscribed and sworn to before me this / ' rH day of

S ' c 5 , 19 2k.
My Commission Expires

)76 ' Y PUBLIC
' " , " T , I I

-- pm-p. .- ~
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THIS IS THE BEGIiUIG OF FU R' a .

Date Filmed _ _ Camera No. 2

Camera man PL______

~P
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°-i
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