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Federal Election Commission
Office of General Counsel
999 E. St., NW

Washington, DC

20463

115 Hd L-AWNO06

Ms. Lerner:
SUBJECT: East Kentucky Veterans Forum-April 28, 1990

1. I respectfully request the FEC make an inquiry into the
"Forum®™ held in Pikeville, KY on Saturday, April 28, 1990.

2. I contend the "Forum" was nothing more than a political
rally staged by supporters of Congressman Perkins, who
cleverly manipulated the coalition of veterans, called PLUS,
Inc. to sponsor the event.

3. The forum was advertised as an "Eastern Kentucky Veterans
Forum®™ but featured only Congressman Perkins and a local
State Senator, Kelsey Friend. A copy of the advertisement
is enclosed.

4. Two of the main organizers, Ira Branham, Pikeville and
John Wells, Paintsville, are Perkins supporters. The
program was controlled with no veteran from the audience
getting an opportunity to ask questions or respond to what
was being said from the stage.

5. One of the Republican candidates, W.T. Scott and I
attended. After long delays, the master of ceremonies, Ira
Branham, asked if we wanted to say anything from the podium.
Mr. Scott had already departed for another engagement and I
declined.

6. The organizers of the forum knew immediately after
annoancing the event, some veterans were concerned it was a
"Perkins rally" and yet no attempt was made to invite other
candidates to attend or speak. In short, there was ample
time to give "equal time" to other views.

7. The event was covered by WYMT-TV, Hazard, and a reporter
from the Courier-Journal, Bill Keesler. Perhaps they can add
insight into the flavor and nature of the "rally."

8. Please inform me of any finding in this matter.
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KENTUCKY S
VETERANS . &5

FORUM

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 12230 PM. - © §
Pike County Colrthouse -
Pikeville

)

A warm and hearty gresting is extended to everyone interestedin

* veterans issues to bring their family and attend the East Kentucky
Veterans Forum. Discussions will focus on such current concerns
as convenience and quality of veterans medical care, compensa-
tion and pension benefits and the new Court of Veterans Appeals,
Veterans Business Resource Council Grants, Agent Orange
Grants, Veterans employment opportunities, and Social Secunty

** BLUEGRASS MUSIC.* CONCESSIONS **

Featured Speakers: Congressman Chris Perkins, Senator Kelsey
Friend, Jim Kelly of the Social Security Administration, Larry
Arnettof the Kentucky Center for Veterans Affairs, Bill Federhoffer
of the Small Business Administration and Ph/l//p Elklns -Director,
Huntington VA Hospital. |

Sponsored by PLUS, Inc. — A coalition of veterans service organizations working together to help
veterans.

3 O 40 7

9

.......




EASTERN KENTUCKY VETERANS' FORUM
SATURDAY APRIL 28. 1990 12:30 P.M,
PIKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE-DOWNTOWN PIKEVILLE

VETERANS AND NON-VETERANS ARE URGED TO
ATTEND. COME AND VOICE YOUR CONCERNS.
BE THERE IF YOU ARE CONCERNED!
SPEAKERS WILL INCLUDE:
CONGRESSMAN CHRIS PERKINS
JIM KELLY-SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
LARRY ARNETT-KY CENTER FOR VETS AFFAIRS
BILL FEDERHOFFER-SMALL BUSINESS ADMIN.
PHILLIP ELKINS- DIRECTOR HUNTINGTON VA HOSP
AND OTHERS!

PLEASE NOTE: THE DISCUSSIONS WILL FOCUS
ON VETERANS ISSUES SUCH AS MEDICAL AND
HEALTH, CVOMPENSATION AND PENSION. ETC.
REFRESHMENT x*BLUE GRASS MUSIC




Rally planned to increase
awareness of veteran's neec

Billed as an opportunity to
disseminate information con-
cerning several veterans pro-
grams, a rally and forum has
been planned as a kick-off for
the Veterans Awareness Week.

Chief among the topics to be dis-.

this area.
According to Ira E. Branham.
‘\’ for PLUS (an eastern Kentucky
\ veteran referral group), while
there are several problems con-
m veterans today, the big-
gest “concern is in the area of
\hulth care and treatment. He
\L said there are three regional VA
_hospitals to serve pastern Ken-
tucky, yet they are each over 140
,mnlu away. He said the lack of
‘trangportation to and from the
h -hospitals and the cost of hotel
\| ‘rooms for veterans who must
_Atay avernight for tests but are
not admitted to the hospitals
~edd to the pmblem of medical

services.
\‘):\ Other topics the forum will
address include the new Court of
HWewrans Appeals, employment
§ opportunities, agent arange
N grants and Veterans Business

\LrResouroe Council grants.

N~ While several politicians and
\ government agents will be
present for the forum, orgamurl
hope the event will focus on is-
Tsues and not turn into a political

c'.

reminds everyone “politicians
are the ones that cast the votes
to get the benefits for us and if
you exclude them you are ex-
cluding yourself from the bene-
Ilts."

Event planners say this will
be the chance for veterans to

debate. However, Ken MgAskill

present their problems and to
see if any relief can be found.

“We don’t expect the moon,”
said James "Sarge” Balser. “We
just expect the things we have
earned.”

_Pranham said another issue

- - ~ e e g
g OYIE I9et

Vietnam between 1961-1972.

According to him there are
grants available which can be
used to benefit veterans who
served during that period.

"If this program is there and
is available the veterans in this
area don’t want to be disenfran-
chised or left out,” he said.

"Efforts are currently under-
way to obtain such grants,” said
Mountain Comprehensive Care
Center spokesperson John Cook.

Branham said the big ques-
tion among veterans is why they
are 80 under served when the
Veterans Affairs department has
@ budget of over $26 billion and
a quarter of a million employees.

PLUS itself is & group do-

ool bo o DEs

available to them and also to act
as a referral agency. The organi-
zation ia also known as the East-
ern Kentucky Veterans Referral.

PLUS stands for pride, loyal-
ty, unity and service; or as
Balser jokingly said, "Please, let
us survive."

The group organized in 1988
has offices in Paintsville and
acts as a coalition for numerous
veterans groups. While the
group represents various organi-

Former deputy jailer
charged with theft

of bond paym

ent

‘A former jail employse was arrested Monday evening on

three theft charges.

The charges of theft by deception, theft by unlawful taking
and theft by failing to make required disposition of property
were made in a warrant obtained by County Jailer Morris

“Coon" Stratton.

In the warrant, Stratton alleges Gregory Bentley, 29 of the
Dry Fork of Shelbiana, altered the jail release book on the rec-
ord of Todd May to make the records reflect May had been re-
leased on his own recognizance when May was facing a $4,000
bond which required a 10% down payment.

Stratton further states Bentley took the money May paid on
his bond and then destroyed the bond forms signed by May and
never returned to work at the jail.

According to Stratton, Bentley also failed to return his
badge, a pair of handcuffs and two shirts.

Ashcamp man given
30 month sentence

vahranh

zations it hopes to unite s
erans with a common p
Also working in conjus
with PLUS are Mountain
prehensive Heglth Care argt
Easternp Kentucky Job Se
.. The fomm begins at 12:
3 “ w

erans are encouraged to at

Coal Dlgge
Days . g
Schedule

APRIL 27, 28, 29

Fast Pitch Softball:
Saturday and Sunday,
berry Community Park a
dy.

Music: Friady, 8 p.m.,
High School Auditorium,
Campbell Sisters, Mid

"Band and Deanie Francis

cial guests—Rick Robey
family.

Parade: Saturday, 11
Downtown Williamson, f¢
ing Rick Robey, Congres
Chris Perkins, Bob B
Jim Dinkle, Marlow Ta
and many, many others.

Coal Miners’ Special
ognition: Saturday, 10
Marlow’s Country Palace.

Ton of Chicken: Sat
and Sunday, free, Black
Community Park.

Display of Early
Equipment: Saturday and
day, Blackberry Park.

Music: Saturday and
day, Blackberry Park, dir
by Deanie Francis.

Fun and Games for
dren: Saturday and Su
Blackberry Park.

Baby Contest: Sat
Blackberry Park, 4 p.m.

Items for Sale and Dis
Saturday and Sunday, B
berry Park.

Miss Coal Diggers Be
Pageant: Saturday, 6:30
Belfry High Schoal Auditori

Marathon Run: Sundd
a.m., Belfry Courthouse.

Marlow Tackett and B
Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Black}
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leave your name if you can and#ill help.

PAGE 3

At the April board meeting we welcomed our newest boardmember
Mr Jim Kelly fro the Social Security Administration. We’'re
excited about the contribution Jim can make to our
organization. WELCOME, JIM!

work]rarTyRHe PINEEDED

There-will be a work party on the steps of the Pike County
Courthouse (the old one) on Friday April 27th starting around
4 P.M, until the work is done_to stage 8th.
Any sawers and hammerers and gofers and straw bosses who can
come out and help are needed. Working together side by side
is great fun as any who have been on work parties before will
tell you. Be there if you can.

VETERANS BFORUMBPLANNINGEMEETING

The final planning meeting for the Veterans’ Forum will meet
at Ira Branham’s office on April 24th. Anyone with input on
the Forum should call his office before that time and share
it, Office number isC432-27048>leave your information with
Millie Jones and she will get i®N\to Ira.

This is the 2nd edition of the Poop Sheet; and I sincerely
hope you all are enjoying it. If you have items for the Poop
Sheet, I will be glad to run them. Send them to me care of
P.L.U.S. POOP c‘HEE’I‘
P.C. BOX 69] (606)- 358-4302
GARRETT KY 41630
Cuggestions on how to make this thing better are gratefully
appreciated; and will be put to good use. Ken McAskill
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get federal services to erans In 12 of the 23 countles

A follow-up report last month pro- .
Bob Traxier, D-Miclr, chairman of%

of the Houss Subcommititeg on-

P
that vet~

letter to Perkins last Thursday, Rep.
Housing and Urban Developm

vmmnnmoney for
lnclnded in the ap,

and Independent Agencies, said

The closest 'marily in the district's southern end

in Hunting- - were medically underserved..
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are entitied becauss of 7th Congressional District
THE COURIERJJOURNAL, SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1990
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463 5 i

HEHORANDUI

Lerner
ciate General Counsel

The Docket assistant k215

The attached Correspondence
I'm wnich of the folloving ways should Zhis matter
be responded to:

improper Zompiaint
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May 14, 1990

John B. Wells

c/o PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veterans Referral)
505 Broadway

Paintsville, KY 41240

MUR 3059

Dear Mr. Wells:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint vhich
alleges that you may have violated the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3059. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
vriting that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, vhich should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted vithin 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response 13 received vithin 15 days, the
Commlssion may take further action based on the avaiiable
information.

This matter vill remain confidential in accordance vith
2 U.S.C. 5 437g(a)(4)(B) and & 437g(aj(l2)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in vriting that you wvish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commlission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authoriz2ing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Craig Reffner,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 376-8200. Por
your information, ve have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Lavrence M. Noble
General Counsel

%\g, SIS i A
Lois G. Lerner 4'7/%\

Associate General Counsel

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsei Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 ;
May 14, 1990

Ira E. Branham, Esq.
PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veterans Referral)

505 Broadvay
Paintsville, KY 41240

MUR 3059

Dear Mr. Branham:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint wvhich
alleges that PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veterans Referral) may
have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We
have numbered this matter MUR 3059. Please refer to this number
in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission‘'s analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, vhich should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. If no response is received vithin 15 days, the
Commi3ssion may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance vith
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission 1n writing that you wish the matter to be made
public. If you intend to be represented by counsel 1in this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Craig Reffner,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 376-8200. For
your information, ve have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Lavrence M. Noble
General Counsel

e
Lois G. Lerner ’m

Assoclate General Counsel

Enclosures

l. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May 14, 1990

Randy A. Campbell, Treasurer

Carl C. Perkins Election Committee
Route 550 Hindman

P.0. Box 509

Hindman, KY 41822

RE: MUR 3059

Dear Mr. Campbell:

The Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee and you, as
treasurer, may have violated the Federal Election Campaign Act
of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is
enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 3059. Please refer
to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
vriting that no action should be taken against you in this
matter. Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this
matter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under
oath. Your response, vhich should be addressed to the General
Counsel's Office, must be submitted within 15 days of receipt of
this letter. 1If no response is received vithin 15 days, the
Commission may take further action based on the available
information.

This matter vill remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and 5 437g(a)(l2)(Aa) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you vish the matter to be made
public. 1If you intend to be represented by counsel 1n this
matter, please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed
form stating the name, address and telephone number of such
counsel, and authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Craig Reffner,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 376-8200. For
your information, ve have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Lavrence M. Noble
General Counsel

LY

Lois G. Lerner
Assoclate General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures
3. Designation of Counsel Statement

cc: Congressman Carl Christopher Perkins
P.0. Box 176
Leburn, KY 41831
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
May 14, 1990

Jerry Cectil
P.0. Box 1308
Ashland, Kentucky 41105-1308

RE: MUR 30%9

Dear Mr. Cecil:

This letter acknovledges receipt on May 7, 1990, of your
complaint alleging possible violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), by the East
Kentucky Veterans Forum and Congressman Carl Perkins. The
respondents vwill be notified of this complaint within five days.

You vill be notified as soon as the Federal Election
Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you
receive any additional information in this matter, please
forvard it to the Office of the General Counsel. Such
information must be svorn to in the same manner as the original
complaint. We have numbered this matter MUR 3059. Please refer
to this number 1n all future correspondence. For your
information, ve have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedures for handling complaints.

If you have any questions, please contact Retha Dixon,
Docket Chier, at (202) 376-3110.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

BY: Lois G. Lerner /4‘7 yEP

Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
Procedures
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Re: MUR 3059
Response to Complaint

Dear Sirs:

This letter should serve as the response of PLUS: Inc. to the
claims made by Democratic Candidate for Congress: Jerry Cecil:
in his letter to your agency dated April 30, 1990. The
accusations of Mr. Cecil are totally without merit and should be
rejected because they are a distortion of what PLUS stands for
and do not in any way reflect the diversity of form and activity
that marks PLUS, its historyr and those involved with PLUS.

The fundamental weakness in Mr. Cecil's analysis is the
assumption that the veterans forum was a vehicle for promoting
the candidacy of Congressman Chris Perkins. This argument cannot
withstand even a casual review of the forum's agenda of speakers

and topics discussed.

The first speaker was John Cook who is the Assistant Executive
Director of Mountain Comprehensive Care Center (MCCC), a private:
non-profit community mental health agency serving Piker, Floyd.
Martin, Magoffin, and Johnson counties in Kentucky. In order to
provide some background into the nature and purpose of Mr.
Cook's discussion, MCCC was formed and received its initial
funding as a result of the federal Community Mental Health
Services Act enacted in 1964. In general terms., MCCC provides
outpatient and inpatient mental health services: crisis and
emergency mental health services, as well as consultation and
education to any group in the community having mental health

VETERANS SERVICING THE VETERANS OF EAST KENTUCKY
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Federal Election Commission
May 18, 1990
Page Two

concerns. Some of the specific areas addressed by MCCC are:
substance abuse prevention; substance abuse residential
treatment; substance abuse outpatient care; mental health
counseling (individual and group); services to the seriously
psychiatrically disturbed; sheltered workshop experiences for
mentally retarded & developmentally disabled persons; plus:, a
wide array of other mental health services are provided.

MCCC and PLUS, Inc. have enjoyed a working relationship with one
another since May, 1988, when PLUS became incorporated as a
charitables non-profit corporation under the laws of Kentucky.
Since he is also a member of the Board of Directors of PLUS, Mr.
Cook was perfectly suited to serve as our opening speaker.

In the most lengthy discussion of any of our speakers: Mr. Cook
addressed a number of areas. He provided the audience with
information about MCCC and PLUS which was in tune with what has
been stated above; he discussed why PLUS was formed and gave a
general overview of the problems and concerns that face veterans
not only in southeastern Kentuckyr, but throughout the nation;
and, perhaps most importantly, he discussed at length the issue
of Agent Orange and how that problem is being combatted.

Its important to know that efforts are currently underway by MCCC
to obtain an Agent Orange grant. In fact, the application of
MCCC looks extremely promising at this point. And, MCCC and PLUS
are currently working on a subcontract whereby PLUS would perform
various outreach and educational services under the grant program
for MCCC because of the unique posture of PLUS in the local
veterans community. But, the important point is that the Agent
Orange grant program has nothing whatsoever to do with Congress
or Congressional funding.

At the risk of being somewhat lengthy, but in order to understand
that this was not just some sort of "political rally"., it must be
noted that this Agent Orange grant program came about as a
result of a settlement in a class action lawsuit filed by
Vietnam Veterans against numerous chemical companies that
manufactured herbicides. including Agent Oranger used as
defoliants in the Vietnam War.




Federal Election Commission
May 18, 1990
Page Three

It is against this background that we urge the FEC to first
measure the credibility of Mr. Cecil's assertions. This is a
very important program to the veterans of southeastern Kentucky
and is regulated at the final discretion of the Judge of the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New
York. It was never and has never been stated at any time, either
expressly or impliedly, that Congressman Perkins has some how
assisted MCCC 1in its grant efforts. He hasn't and he probably
couldn't. And, it just doesn't make good sense in any event that
MCCC and PLUS would do anything to jeopardize the possibility of
the award of a grant especially in light of how far the efforts
have come.

Given the «clearly apolitical nature of this topics one can only
begin to wonder how it could possibly be alleged that PLUS is
having some sort of 1illicit political affair. But there's even
more that casts doubt on the validity of Mr. Cecil's assertions.

Another speaker at the forum was Bill Federhoffer. Mr.
Federhoffer is Director of the United States Small Business
Administration in Kentucky having his offices in Louisville. He
attended the forum for the purpose of awarding to PLUS a Veterans
Business Resource Council Grant (VBRC grant) - the first to be
awarded to any entity in Kentucky. Here again, this grant was
not awarded because of anything Congressman Perkins did. So why
should we want to give him credit for something when the credit
is directly owing to those PLUS volunteers who worked many months
in developing the grant application.

In fact. the VBRC grant program was established before
Congressman Perkins was ever seated in Congress. The application
process for this grant was started in 1989, and continued until
the time the final approval on the grant was given in April.,
1990.

And, it was by pure coincidence that the final approval came when
it did. PLUS would certainly have wished that it would have came
sooner, but it didn't despite the diligent, continuous: and
persistent efforts of PLUS volunteers.




Federal Election Commission
May 18, 1990
Page Four

There were other speakers at the forum who had important news to
bring to veterans on other topics. There was Shannon Bryant with
the Kentucky Department for Employment Services whose discussion
centered on the employment concerns of veterans in our region.

John Faulkner of the Social Security Administration®s regional
office was present to discuss how his agency is involved with
PLUS and to let veterans know how his agency is working to assist
veterans in the processing of their <claims for social security
benefits.

Another speaker was John Wells, immediate past chairman of the
Board of Directors of PLUS. Mr. Wells briefly discussed the
plight of veterans in southeastern Kentucky and how PLUS was
working to answer the veterans needs.

Present also were the Chief of Staff and the Director of Medical
Services at the Huntington VA Hospital. These gentleman reported
on what is being done at their facility to meet the health care
needs of veterans from southeastern Kentucky.

Then, there was also state senator, Kelsey Friend, who was there
to acknowledge his support of the veterans community and to
report on the activities of the Kentucky General Assembly as they
relate to veterans.

We were also very fortunate to have the Director of the Kentucky
Department for Veterans' Affairs, Larry Arnett, attend and serve
as our keynote speaker.

Finallyr, our 1local Congressmanr, Chris Perkins: consented to
appear. The sole purpose for having Congressman Perkins was to
receive a report on activities at the federal 1level as they
relate to veterans in our area.

Despite what protocol would perhaps dictater Congressman Perkins
was not given one of the more important positions of being first
or last speaker. Mr. Cook was first; Mr. Arnett was last.




Federal Election Commission
May 18,1990
Page Five

And, prior to his being introduced, the moderator of the program
noted that there were other candidates for the 1local House of
Representatives present and stated quite to the point that PLUS
is a non-political organization that does not endorse any
candidate.

Contrary to the charges posed by Mr. Cecil: all of the above
serves to illustrate that there is absolutely no 1logical or
rational basis for concluding that the forum was a Perkins for
Congress rally.

To state what should have been obvious, the purpose of the forum
was to disseminate information to the veterans community about
the myriad of activities that were taking place at different
levels.

It is also important to mention that there were other veterans
activities taking place in the same time frame as the forum. On
Tuesdayr April 24, there was a radio talk show on one of the
local stations that involved discussions of veterans issues such
as those addressed at the forum. Congressman Perkins was not
present at this program nor was he or the election discussed.

During that same week: the Judge/Executive of Pike County.
Kentucky, issued a proclamation declaring the week beginning
Saturday. April 28, 1990, as Veterans Awareness Week.

Before concluding, it may also be useful to consider that PLUS.
Inc. is a coalition of veterans' service organizations working
together to help veterans. For several years, veterans and
veterans service organizations had been networking across the
Big Sandy region of southeastern Kentucky. They faced such
difficulties as no stable meeting placer no formal network to
disseminate information, and oftentimes duplicated or disjointed
efforts at helping veterans and their families. The founding
organization for PLUS, Inc. was the Vietnam Veterans of America
service organization of Paintsville, Johnson County. Kentucky.
PLUS was formally incorporated in May., 1988, as a charitable
corporation and has continued to maintain its registered office
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Federal Election Commission
May 18, 1990
Page Six

at Paintsville since its founding. Subsequent to its
incorporation, PLUS qualified as a tax-exempt, charitable
corporation under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code. The letters of PLUS stand for prider loyalty, unity. and
service.

To assure compliance with the federal tax coder a corresponding
amendment to the PLUS Articles of Incorporation were then filed
with and approved by the Secretary of State of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky. The language of those articles read in pertinent
part as follows:

No substantial part of the activities

of the non-profit corporation shall be
the carrying on the propagandar or
otherwise attempting to influence
legislation, and the non-profit
corporation shall not participate in.

or intervene in (including the publishing
or distribution of statements) any
political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office.

It was upon this foundation that PLUS began and has continued to
operate. Any local affiliate of a nationally chartered veterans
organization is permitted to have a member of that organization
serve on the Board of Directors of PLUS. Currently, area
organizations that are involved with PLUS include the following
groups:

A. Vietnam Veterans of America-Johnson County. KY.
B. Veterans of Foreign Wars-Magoffin Countyr KY.

C. Vietnam Veterans of America-Magoffin County., KY.
D. AMVETS-Floyd Countyr Martin., KY.

E. Veterans of Foreign Wars-Johnson Countyr KY.

F. Veterans of Foreign Wars-Martin, Countyr KY.

G. Marine Corps League-East Kentucky Detachment.

H. Military Order of the Purple Heart.
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I. Vietnam Veterans of America-Garrett, Floyd
County., KY.

J. Big Sandy Chapter of Disabled American Veterans
Auxier, Floyd Countyr, KY.

K. Vietnam Veterans of Americar Pikeville. Pike
Countyr KY.

L. AMVETS - Martin County. KY.

In addition, the Board of Directors of PLUS, 1Inc. has members
serving from the Social Security Administration and Mountain
Comprehensive Care Center. In this regard, it should also be
noted that Directors may serve on the Board: veterans may
affiliate with PLUS, and veterans will be assisted by PLUS
regardless of their sex, racer creed, ethnic origin, religious
persuasions or political affiliation.

The Board of Directors of PLUS decided to sponsor the forum
because we were excited about everything that was going on with
the VBRC grant and the Agent Orange grant. We wanted to spread
the news and in doing so we wanted to keep the focus on veterans.

It should also be pointed out that three veterans service
organizations-the Pikeville, Johns Creek, and Virgie Chapters of
the Disabled American Veterans-were involved in the planning of
the forum although they were not at the time affiliated with
PLUS. Likewiser there were other veterans actively involved for
no reason other than the fact that they wanted to help veterans.

At no time has PLUS ever voted to endorse or lend its support to
any candidate. 1In fact, there have never even been any proposals
or suggestions in that regard either inside or outside a meeting
of the Board of Directors of PLUS. The primary purpose in having
Congressman Perkins among our speakers was to receive a report on
what was taking place at the federal level.
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Because of the presence of Congressman Perkins, his opposition
engages in the assumption that PLUS or persons affiliated with
PLUS arranged the forum as an attempt to advance the candidacy of
Congressman Perkins. The facts simply defy any such conclusion.
In fact, it is interesting to note in this regard that Mr. Cecil.,
as well as the journalist from the Courier-Journal, fail to make
any mention of the VBRC grant or the prospects for the agent
orange grant.

Mr. Cecil states that the forum featured only Congressman Perkins
and a local state senator: Kelsey Friend. 1In light of the facts:/
this allegation is simply a patent untruth.

Mr. Cecil states that no veteran from the audience was given an
opportunity to ask questions or respond. What it seems that Mr.
Cecil is really saying is that he was not given an opportunity to

disrupt the forum and turn it into a political event by asking
Congressman Perkins questions.

In fact, Mr. Cecil, Jjust 1like candidate Scott, was asked if
they'd like to speak. But it wasn't done from the podium as he
charges. It was done in a courteous: positive, and gracious
manner away from the speakers' platform.

Mr. Cecil seems to imply that Mr. Scott was asked to speak after
he had already departed. The plain fact of the matter is that
candidate Scott was asked upon his arrival, and before any
speaker had ever advanced to the speaker's platform, if he would
like to speak. He agreed to do so. Later: candidate Scott
approached the moderator away from the podium and while there was
another speaker addressing the audience and told him that the
program had taken more time than he had thought it would and he
had another engagement (a wedding in fact) which he and his wife
had promised to attend. He apologized for being unable to stay
and was most gracious.
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If Mr. Cecil perceives himself as being treated unfairly., its
only because he chose not to address the audience. He was given
the opportunity as a courtesy to him. And, it was done in a most
gracious fashion and not after "long delays" as he charges.

Alsor we're not quite certain what is meant when it is charged
that some veterans were concerned it was a "Perkins rally".
Never did any veteran come to a PLUS Board of Directors meeting
and object to how the forum was being developed despite open
discussions about how it was being and should be developed.

The Board of Directors attempted to design a program that would
be informative and apolitical. And, it was just that. Since the
forum, a number of veterans and veterans service organization
have approached PLUS to get involved in its activities. The
program was a true success for PLUS.

We invite any member or agent of the Federal Election Commission
to visit with us and attend our meetings and observe our
activities. We invite Mr. Cecil to visit with us and to get to
know more abut what PLUS is really all about. A visit would show
that the PLUS facility operates in the following capacities:

1. A meeting place for any nationally recognized
veterans service organization;

Provides office space for a worker from the
Rentucky Center for Veterans Affairs;

Provides a comfortable: well-equipped center
for National Veterans Service Representatives;

Provides assistance with applications for the
Vietnam Bonus for Kentucky Veterans;

Provides office space for GED training classes
from an instructor paid by MCCC;
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Provides a setting for PTSD RAP groups from
MCCC and refers veterans for specialized
psychiatric care to the nearest MCCC facility;

Provides emergency shelter and temporary
housing to individual veterans and their families;

Administers a cooperative contractual agreement
with God's Food Pantry to assist with emergency
food needs at holidays;

Provides a drop-in crisis function for any
veteran in need of immediate relief and
referral to specialized care;

Coordinates a ride share program to help

veterans get to the nearest Veterans Administration
Medical Facility in either Johnson City. TN,
Lexington, KY, or Huntington, W. VA.

Provides JTPA training and rehabilitation
training for incarcerated veterans;

Provides assistance to widows and orphans
of veterans under the Agent Orange payment
program.

Having examined at length PLUS and the circumstances surrounding
the forum, we trust that the foregoing provides more than ample
reason for rejecting the accusations and claims made in the
complaint dated April 30, 1990.
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SPrdclamation

Paul E. Patton
Judge/Executive
County of Pike :
commonwealth of Kentucky

SGo e ~Go e “Chese ZLresents Shall Gome:

WHEREAS:

United States Anmed Forces; and,

WHEREAS:

untofd numbets ¢4 Pike Countdians have served this great nation in the

varlous Lssues have and will continue %o congront oun veterans at home,

{ncluding but not Limited to, health cate, empLoyment opportunities,
{ob training, and access o compensation and pension benefits; and,

WHEREAS:

both veterans and non-veiterans alike ate jeining together o create a

heiaghtened wvareness cé these (ssues and of the answerns and solutions
that now exis ct may <n tne future be brouaht to neality through

concented ekdonits;

AOW, THEREFORE, 1, PAUL E. PATTON, COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE OF Pike Countu, Kentuchy
that the week beginning Satundav, Apred 28, 1990 48 hereby proclaimed as
VETERANS AWARENESS WEEK

throughout Pike Countu.

DONE AT THE COUNTY SEAT, the City
cf Pifevd this 231d day of Aprndd,

L e

Pauf E. P n
Pike Counity Judge/Executive
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VOLUME | ISSUE 2 Ken MoAskill Editor

lt 1s almost the midale ot May alreaav: and we are tlyinag
tnrouan the davs, F..u encounters new challenaers and new
OPROrtuMl Cled @very dav., and 1L, ftor one, am exgted to be a
part ot Thls Organliatiuin. we are busy with “LUSs ana I am
busy here a2t the Veterans Enpioyment jest . Mere 1s much to
tell 1nm this 1ssue ot the Foop Sheet, ana so 1 will be snaor:e
with my remarks, we MUsl continue to work together 1o
nromote unity, and we must all be viglilant Lo ceorrect those
1N our mlgst who would cause gl1sharmonv. TOGETHER WE CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE' yours 1N the brochoernoad of Veterans'
Business. L.l aude

.'F

Satur-oav. May 5 (Claude Ratiltt and Een McAskill were at the
sttrxct 7 DAV meeting being held & the Wavland Seni1or
Litizens’ Lenter which was haosted by Garratt Chapter 128 DAV.
The +o0c was excellent, the conradarie wa:s outstanaing (isn’*t
1t a pleasure to see a diverse cCross section of veterans ot
all ages and +from every era si1nce the turn of the centuu
worklng smooonly together). Claune addrezzea the group with
ttegards to the Job Scout program. Then kKen spokre abpout
= ledlds B and was warmiv received,. State Colknder nMeese
npromsed any help thact the DAV could renders: vYice Caommancetr
Lhumley sard Lo concact them when we needed to help. It was
A TLMme OFf unitling “ogether and soliditftication and we ere Qlad
Llauwgs and Fen Cowld bhe there to speak for us, ATTABUY BGuYs

pepTdoRRVETERANSTAREARSRERKRCTINICRUPDATE]

Tuesaay night. (May Heoh At the reaularliy scheauiea monthly
Folloden,. Llnc  ooarda oy pirectors  neeting  a  copy o+t Lhe
OFOPDoDEed revision 2t the Bylaws was presented to the poard
for 01s5cussion. fue to the length of the meeting., it was
deciaen to send a copy of them home with everyone:; and
continue tne discussi1on at the June meet:nd. I+ you were
rnabie to ttend thlis last meeting, Jlease caontact t.en
MICRASE L L z . Pl L0l ar Clauce ratiitt (Bue-I7%4) and
We Wlll zend Yyl o« CO0Y +0r youw STUudy 1 Oreparation o tne
June meertin

o
~
o
b o
(@

90

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PRIDE LOYALTY  UNITY  SERVICE
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NOTES

At the VE TERANS FORUM in Fikeville recently held,
Conaressman Chris Ferkins .announced the inclusion of funaing
for an OQutpatient Clinitce overated by Department ot Veterans:
Attalrs to be opened. We ware all very anxious for this to
nappen oODVIoWSL V. Deveironment tn the nations capitor this
weelk 1nailcated that the slowing ot the national e2conomv,
along with the rising costs o the 8% L "bailout" may push
the facderal detrcit as nhran =i 3100 milion dollars. I+ this
takes nlace, anad there are nO New ravenue measures, many nNew
or proposea prolects will gert cut under the Gramm-ruddman
FRQULITEMENTS . All of us whon are 1nterestea in a clinic here

1n Eastern Eentucky must not reel complacent. This 15 the
Time +0r us to write to our representatives 1n Wasnhingron-—--
narticulariy Ropert Traxler ana thris Ferkins., You do not

need an addresces-Hon Robert Trazler House ot RepresentasLives
wasninoton DC will do the Joo.

EUECTIONRORYPUUSHOREICERS

The election of officers schecduled To be held at rwhe Mav
JOardmeEsc1ing was postponed: and will pe neld at the dune 11

meetini. ~lease be plannina vour schedule +or that meeting-
this wiii: be an 1mporctcant time +or FLUS ana we wiil be
IoUNTIG ON ParcliCclipation by atl our onard.

A Ccom T o of thres: John Cook., Jim kellv., and Bob Stattord

was LnEtructed to beann meetina to prepare the niring and the
10D gescitiption for a full time person to look atter the
LAraeE D oFf conaucioing veterans husiness thru Foloed.S. Ince.
Ne wil. e hearinag an update an their proaress at the June
CIERL LN .

SERVICEJOREICERJSEMINAR

By miow vou willl have recelved # notice announcing a traininug
VEIRLMAr F0ar Akl service otticers beilng hasted by FP.lL.ou.d.g
2Nl heilnn presaented vy the Department ot kentucsv DAV. As

SUlaArcimanbers and supporters o+t F.L.UlsS.o. 1t 1s not aust our

Geesponsibrlity o support tnrs. [t 13 additiomally  ouwr
PEREDOnNELLL LIy 0 mAak: the 001Nt o those who are doing

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PRIDE LOVALTY  UNITY  SERVICE
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service work of the need to be up-to-speed on the latest
deveiopments regarding bener:its and the best, most successtul
way to access them. Encourace and urge those you know to
DAFT1ICIPDALE 1N Thls seminal .

When Lhe treasurers reporT was  passed  out  at  the  iMay
goardmeetina, 1t again snowead a negative casnh f1low. Wwe haope
to be announc:ng same majlor +1nanclal news 11N the near
e, Zven whnen this announcament 1s made, the need will
sLlll  continue to Mhave nonev tor  the basics: uWtilities,
otfirce supplila2s, and the nther nUTsS-anad-pal ts roucine
axvpenses WNIcn will Nnot pe art+tecta2d Dy ANV Qrants Qr procrams
we may bLe the recipi@nts 0Ot. Ho., 1t you are a member ot A
husy. LNvVol vea veterans aQrjanlilation (Or any kind ot
-— Oraanlt satlion), please ask  youwr ordganization 1+ they would
consiaer a fund-raisina prolect: or commit to a pleagew
moNTNly =Upport amounts: or bothn. ANy amount of money will
nelo: 5.0 to $S0O, Wi, [f vow arganization has alreaav
Jlanned 1Ls activities and tinances +tor this yvear, then why
Nnot STArt Mnow to plan +tor next year. TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!'

Those o+ vou who were at the May meeting cnow that John Coor
has bDeen asked Lo accompany a group ot veterans who are
TAkKLINY neClCal SIUPPLlIes and aroscthests’ Lo the =ussian
vetar Al a2t the Atahanistan war. This 13 a worthwnile
VeNTLES, A5 Lt ratlecus & empathy for these unrecoan:zed and
tNAa LaAarge part medicatlly unservea veterans that aour own
Forean Wwar &and YViethsan War veterans have +or them. To no.
G DR, Preees =

1 9

90104079

TOOOYAVE AT 4 L N TMLUN S Sl 0 Lt vouw support this
21007 and W1sSh Lo ndke a personal nileage. vow can call Joihn
At N1E Lrrlce: (aéd) TEY-LLiool Or yOU Can WrITEe nim care o+:
Jonn Loow

/0 Hlledos. Inco-Rtanan vecs

SOD Broaaway

Faintsvl ole FY < losu

“Care encueh To Make a Difference”
Jorin the commissioned ranka of the Honotavryotder of

VETERAN JOB ScoutTs
CALL  CLAUDE RATLIFE ; VET EMPLOYMENT REPL £86-229¢ /729-(692

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PRIDE LOYALTY UNITY  SERVICE
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NEWHGROWTHEFORRRIUS

We welcomed 2 more organizations to our boara this month. Wwe
continue to grow and flourisn as other veterans learn of our
etforte TOGETHER. Talk about the need to unifty together as
you gQa about your respective communities and speak to other
vetaerans., eALtached 1s a letter from Ed King of Migdlesooro
outlining their needs down there. Your attention 1s called
to how far the news ot what we are adoi1ng nere 1n EFastern
rentucky 1s travelling.

The Big Sandv Social Security (Jffice 15 currentiv conductinad
an QOutreacn rrogram to encourage area vVerL@rans Lo appiy +tar
Social Securitv Disability benetits. Jim kellv, the Area
Director, sStates that veterans who have previousiv aopplied
for benmeti1ts and were turned down should reappiy. Mr. Kelly
states that "our offtice stands readv L0 wark c.oseilv wlth
FoloUJes. Inc to assist veterans and tn2ir families in
receiving everv benet1t avairlable from the Social Security
program'. Jim kFellv also states that as an area veteran, he
15 proug to serve on the P.L.U.S. Inc. boara of directors.
Jim has Just been appointed to the new committee presently
meecing to prepare a 10D description and screen applicants
for that new position at F.L.U.S. We hopbe tao have an
1nazvidual at work full time directina veterans 1ssues and
pusiness and looking +ur area veterans with ftamiiies wno need
ners by tne virst ot Julw 19YH0. Jim states tnat he 1s “proud
to be & veteran angd 1s pleasea to hbe a part ot this
camnmitTee". We are nleased and proud to tave vou with us,
Jim. @l TaglhyYy JIM!

“First, we take vour wallet and grill it over mesquite, . . . '
Sorrv. that's ‘walleye,” and grill it over mesquite.”

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

PRIDE LOYALTY UNITY SERVICE
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THE MAN WHO THINKS HE CAN

If you think you are beaten, you are;
If you think you dare not, you don’t;
If you‘d like to win, but think you can’t,
It’s almost a cinch you won't.

If you think you’ll lose, you‘ve lost,
For out in the world we find
Success begins with a fellow’s will - -
It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you‘re outclassed, you are;
You'‘ve got to think high to rise.
You've just - got - to - be sure of yourself
Before you can win the prize.

Life’s battles don‘t always go

To the stronger or faster man,
But sooner or later the man who wins

Is the one who thinks he can.



A History Of ‘Taps’

By Amy Hellander

A plaintive bugic call sounds asa
serviceman is laid 10 his final rest.
The melancholy melody’s 28 bars
are recognized by military persoa-
ncl and civilians alike as “Taps.”

The call, which is also played in
the military 10 mark the lowering
of the flag and at “ligius out and all
t0 bed,” has had various words
added 10 it throughout the years.

From the hills, from the lake,
From the skies.

Al is well, safely rest,
God is nigh.

The melody itself dases back 102
Union general who )
the sadness and loss of battle dur-
ing the Civil War.

Bom in Utica, NY, in 1831, be
was Daniel Adams Buuterfield, a
colonel of the 12th Regiment of the
New York National Guard at the
stan of the war. Given a star on his
shoulder, the chunky man with
dark, penetrating eyes and a thick,
handicbar mustache was sent (0
Jead a brigade.

In the summer of 1862, the war
was going badly for the Union in
Richmond, VA. The Seven Day
Battic saw heavy losses of ncarly

11000 men on both sides.
Bunerficld's Third Brigade was hit
hard in the Battle of Gaines® Mill
with 602 men wounded or killed.

Butiesfield, who later received &

Medal of Honor, rallied his woops
1o provide for the safe retreat of
other army units 10 Harmrison's
Landing on the banks of the James
River near Richmond. It was there
on 2 july, 1862 that Butterficld
reflecied with sadness upon the
mea in hiscompany and the friends
be had lost in batle.

The playing of the. regulation
bugie catt “Exunquish the Lights,”
also known as Taps, scemed not
qQuite appropriate 10 Buuerfield.
He explained some ycars after the
war that “The call of [the old] Taps
did not scem (0 be as smooth,
melodious and musical as it should
be.”

Butterfield, unable to read music,
composed a new melody and
hummed it to an aide who wrote it
down in musical notation. Butter-
fiedd then worked out the final
version with bugler Oliver W.
Norton, a22-year-old private in the

. Peansylvania Infaniy Regiment.

One evening Norton 0ok his
usual place and stood at attention,
but for the first time ever he
sounded the call of Taps as we

know it today. “The music was
beautiful oa thet still summer night
and was heard far beyond the Limits
of the brigade,” Norton recalled
after the war.

The universal appeal of the call
was recognized by other brigades,
many of which soon adoptedis. The
new Taps spread throughout both
the Union and Confederate armies
and also replaced rifle volleys at
battleficld burials. 1t was played at
the funeral of Stonewall Jackson 10
months after it was composed. In
1874, the new Taps was officially
recognized by the United States
Army.

Butterficld never claimed any
credit for writing Taps. The story
of its creation was made public
only upon an inquiry by Centwry
Magazine in 1898 on Norton's
request.

Taps was just one of many calls
Butterficld created. He believed in
personal calls for cach commander
for the men 10 recognize their own
particular orders. The words to one
of his calls were “Dan, Dan, Dan,
Butterfield, Butterfield,” which
the men sometimes translated as
*Dama, Damn, Damn, Butterfield,
Butterfield.”

Fighting in 43 battles and being

VA Grants $2 Million
For Cemeteries

VA hasprovided granisof almost
$2 million 10 assist in the 1990
opening of four swic veterans
cemeteries, iwo in Nevada and one
each in Utab and Teanessee, that
will provide nearly 55,000 burial
sites.

A VA grant of $748,115 heiped
eswablish cemeteries in northemn
and southern Nevada. The 79-acre
southern cemetery in Boulder City
opened 3 March. The northern
cemetery, 8 40-acre facility lo-
cated in Femley, 30 miles cast of
Reno, will open 26 May. The two
cemeteries  will make 36,000
gravesites available (o veterans in
a state that has no national ceme-

tery.

Utah, another westem state with
no national cemetery, was granied
$675.000 10 establish a 23-acre

cemetery south of Salt Lake City.
The cemesesy will open 28 May,
and will provide 14,000 gravesites.

The 19-acre state cemelery in
Knoxville, TN, is scheduled 10
open Aug. 1, following a VA grant
of $585,000. The opening will
coincide with the closure of Kn-
oxville National Cemetery, which
isexpected 10 reach burial capacity
at that time.

The VA grant program helps a
state provide gravesites for veler-
ans and their eligible dependents.
Grants provide up 10 half the cost
needed 10 build, expand or im-
prove siate velerans cemeleries,
thus complementing the VA's
National Cemelery Sysiem: In the
10 years of its operation, the pro-
gram has awarded 46 grants total-
ing ncarty $16 million, assisting 15
states and Guam. X

wounded twice, Butterfield rose 1o
major genesal, becoming a divi-
stou and then a corps commander.
He recovered from wounds sus-
tained at the Batutle of Geltysburg
but was forced 1o retire after suffer-
ing a debilitating fever in Georgia.

From the 1870s to the 1890s,
Butterficld was prominent in rail-

roading, shipping, banking and
real estate. In 1901, he suffered a
stroke and died shortly afterwards.
On 17 July, 1901, members of the
old 12th Regiment led the funeral
procession at West Point Academy
in New York. Buuterfield, 70, was
lzid 10 rest as the sound of Taps
filled the ais. %
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ARTICLES OF AMUENDMEN'T
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Comes V.L.U.S., luc., and for its Articies of Amendment
States as follows:
1. “The name of th: corpuration is P’ L..U.5., Inc.
2.  The amendnent  adopted by this non-poofit "corporation
is as follows:
ARTICli: X
This non-profit corporation is organizued czclusively for

charitable purposes, including, for such puipusnes, the making of

distributious to oryanizations that quality .. exempt organizatié
’

under Section 501l (c) (3) of the Internal Revenuw: Code, or
corresponding scection of any ruture federal va: code.

No part of the net carnings of the nun-p.culit corporation
shall inure to the benefit of, or be distdibutauble to its
nembers, trustees, officers, or other privale persons, except
that the non-profit organization shall be authorized and em-
powered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered
and to muke payments and distributions in lurcherance of the
purposes sct forth in the purpose clause hese:.t,  No substantial
part of the activities of the non-profit corp«eration shall be
the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwisze utiempting to in-
fluence legislation, o Ltie non=profit curpan ation shall not
participate in, or iuntervene in (including th.: publishing or

distribution of statements) any political c.wpaign on behalf of




any cuud%date for public orrice. Notwithit.ueting any other
provision of this document, the non-profit cosporation shall not
carry on any other activities not permitted to be carred on (a)
by an organization axempt from federal incowe tax under saction
S0l (c) (3) of the Inturnal Revenue Code, corsenspunding section of
any future federal tax code, or (b) by an rganization, con-

tributions to which are deductible under :sicction 170(c) (2) of

the Internal Revenue Code, or corrasponding aoction of any

future federal tax céde.

Upon the dissolution of tHa non-prolit corporation, assets
shall be distributed for one or more exempl purposes within the
meaning of scction 501(c) (3) of the Internal kevenue Code, or
corresponding section of any future fudbrul lL.ux code, cor shall
be distributed to the foederal governmeant, or o a state or
local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not
disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of the
county in which the principal office of the uirganization is
then located, exclusively for such purposcs 1 Lo such organiza-
tion or organizatiouns, a3 said Court shall «:termine, which are
organized and operated exclusively for such parposes,

The aforementloned Articles of Awendment. wera voted upon
at a meeting or the menbership on October 11, 1988, at which
time a quorum of the members was present, and Lhat th:}. amendmentj
received more than two-thivds of the vote: ot the members present
at the mecting, or represented by proxy.

[ .
Executed this  [f 7 day of October, [,
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ORIGINAL COPY FILED
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION  SECRETARY OF STATE OF KENTUCKY

FRANKFORY, KENTUCKY.

MAY 13 1388

Grunn Ebh

® k k& ® & & ®& ® SECRETARY OF STATE
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P.L.U.S., INC.

ARTICLE I
The name of the non-profit corporation shall be
P.L.U.S., INC.
ARTICLE II
The duration of the non-profit corporation shall be
perpetual.

ARTICLE III

The purpose of the non-profit corporation shall be to
do counséling, as well as any and all other activities for
which a non-profit corporation may be authorized under the
Laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

This Non-Profit Corporation shall have the power and
authority to transact any and all lawful business which
Non-Profit Corporations may engage in under the provisions
of the Kentucky Business Corporation Act.

ARTICLE IV
The non-profit corporations not organized fow

pecuniary profit nor shall it have any power to issue

certificates of stock.




ARTICLE V
The non-profit corporation incorporated by and through
these articles shall have all of the powers of a non-profit
corporation as granted by Chapter 273 of the Kentucky
Revised Statues.
ARTICLE VI

/
The registered office of the non-profit corporation and

/
its principal place of business shall be 563 Court Street,
Paintsville, Johnson County, Kentucky 41240 and its
registered Agent shall be Ken McAskill, whose address shall

be that of the non-profit corporation.

ARTICLE VII

>

The initial Board of Directors of the corpora-

and their addresses are:

John B. Wells, III , 563 Court St.,
Paintsville, KY 41240

Larry G. Brown, 232 Second St., P. O. Box 1394,
Paintsville, KY 41265

Scott S. Craft, P. O. Box 1618,
Paintsville, KY 41240

Sam Blankenship, P. O. Box 471,
Prestonsburg, KY 41653

Thomas Howard, 207 Washington Ave.,
Paintsville, KY 41240

Ken McAskill, P. O. Box 69
‘Garrett, KY 41630

Dale Sturgill, HC 73, Box 1230
Harold, KY 41635
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ARTICLE VIII

The name and address of the persons who are to
serve as officers until the first meeting of the
shareholders or until their successors are elected and

qualified are as follows:

John B. Wells, III President
Paintsville, KY 41240

Ken McAskill Secretary
Paintsville, KY 41240
ARTICLE IX
The name and address of the incorporator is as
follows:
Larry G. Brown
232 Second St.

P. O. Box 1394
Paintsville, KY 41240

INCORPORATOR :

STATE OF KENTUCKY
COUNTY OF JOHNSON
The foregoing Articles of Incorporation were

acknowledged before me by LARRY G. BROWN on this the

DG . aay of April, 1988.

7

NOTARY BLIC

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: f I39Y2/
7 7




THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY:

RICE, PRESTON, BROWN

LARRY G. OWN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

-P. O. BOX 1394
PAINTSVILLE, KY 41240
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Hon. Randy A. Campbell
Treasurer, Carl C. Perkins
Election Committee

P.0. Box 727

Hindman, Kentucky 41822
(608) 785-5048

May 21, 1990

Mr. Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

231440
4vy3634

RE: MUR 3059

0j

Hd %2 AvHOs
G3Al :

Dear Mr. Noble:

The Carl C. Perkins Election Committee had no involvement idShns
way with the Eastern Kentucky Veterans Forum held in Pikevilte,
Kentucky, on April 28, 1990. The complaint on its face at f® rn
time alleges any wrong doing on the part of the Carl C. Perkins
Election Committee. The alleged Perkins® supporters contained
within the complaint are not members of or have any affiliation
whatsoever with the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee.

umsma I

The candidate bringing this complaint states he was present at
the Veteran's Forum in question and was given an opportunity to
speak. There is a complete absence of any proof whatsoever that
the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee was involved in any way
with the Forum held in Pikeville, Kentucky, on April 28, 1990.

This complaint is totally frivolous. If this was in Federal
Court, I would make a motion under Rule 11 of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure asking for the imposition of financial
sanctions including all of my costs, the costs incurred by the
Commission and a substantial fine. Under the recent precedents
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit, such a motion
would be automatically granted.

5cerely /L/] / M

Randy A. Campbel
Treasurer

RAC:dkg




STATE OF KENTUCKY
)
COUNTY OF KNOTT )

Subscribed and sworn to before me by Randy A. Campbell on
this the 2/4" day of May, 1990.

My Commission expires July 20, 1992.

NgTARY PUBLIC

STATE OF KENTUCKY AT LARGE
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MAIL ROOM

MUR 3059 9O N-7 AMB: 38

NAME OF COUNSEL: lIra E. Branhan

P. 0. Box 1499

ADDRESS :
331 Main Street

Pikeville, Kentucky 41501

0O
(606) 432-2704 g;
x

TELEPHONE:

~
The above-named individual is hereby designated as my >

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and othe:‘_
N

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

Uy &S (L

Signacure

D=2 fO

Date

RESPONDENT 'S NAME: PLUS, INC,

ADDRESS : 505 Broadway

Paintsville, Kentucky

HOME PHONE: N/A

BUSINESS PHONE: (606) 789-7587
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION A
999 E Street, N.W. So.UL 10 Ktn:07
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'’S REPORT SE“S‘““E

MUR # 3059

DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED

BY OGC: May 7, 1990

DATE OF NOTIFICATION

TO RESPONDENTS: May 14, 1990
STAFF MEMBER: Cheryl Kornegay

COMPLAINANT: Jerry Cecil

RESPONDENTS: Carl C. Perkins Election Committee, and
Randy A. Campbell, as treasurer

PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s Referral)
and Ira E. Branham, Attorney

John B. Wells

RELEVANT STATUTES:

.S.C. § 441b(a)
c.

2 U

2 U.S. § 441b(b)(2)

11 C.F.R. § 114.3(c)(2)

11 C.F.R. § 114.4(a)(2)(1i)
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Public Records

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

I. GENERATION OF MATTER

A complaint was filed by Jerry Cecil, Democratic Candidate
for the Seventh Congressional District, Kentucky, alleging that an
event known as the East Kentucky Veteran’s Forum was a political

rally for the benefit of Democratic Congressman Carl Perkins. The

forum was sponsored by PLUS, INC., ("PLUS"), a coalition of
veterans’ service organizations incorporated as a charitable,
non-profit corporation under the laws of Kentucky.

According to the complainant, the East Kentucky Veterans

Forum featured only Congressman Perkins and a local state senator
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as invited speakers.l Complainant alleges that two of the main

organizers of the forum were Perkins supporters and that while the
organizers of the events were aware that some veterans were
concerned the event was a "Perkins rally" the organizers made no
attempt to give equal time to other views. The Kentucky Veteran’s
forum was held on April 28, 1990, thirty days before the May 29,
1990, Democratic primary. Responses to the complaint were filed
by PLUS and the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee, Randy A.
Campbell, as treasurer. Respondent John B. Wells endorsed the
PLUS response as Board Treasurer.

II1. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Complainant’s allegations suggest that PLUS, by sponsoring
the forum, may have made a corporate contribution. Pursuant to
2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) corporations are prohibited from making
contributions or expenditures in connection with any federal
election and candidates are prohibited from knowingly accepting
such contributions. The payment of costs to sponsor and finance
public appearances by candidates for Federal office that are
"campaign-related" will be considered made "for the purpose of
influencing Federal elections" and to constitute a "contribution"
or "expenditure" on behalf of such candidates unless such payments
are specifically exempted by the Act or regulations. Advisory

Opinion 1988-22. See also Advisory Opinions 1986-37 and 1986-26.

The Commission has considered whether public appearances by

candidates at events such as testimonials and constituent service

1. The Complainant and a Republican candidate received an
invitation to speak while in attendance at the forum. The
complainant declined the invitation and the other candidate left
without addressing the group.
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activities are campaign-related in several advisory opinions. See

Advisory Opinions 1988-22, 1986-22, 1980-89 and 1980-22. 1In
Advisory Opinion 1988-22 the Commission concluded that events
involving the active participation of a candidate would be viewed
as campaign related if the event involved solicitation of
political contributions or express advocacy of a candidate’s
election or defeat; however the absence of solicitation and
express advocacy will not preclude a determination that public
appearances are campaign-related. The Commission determined in
Advisory Opinion 1980-89 that donations of food and beverages to a
reception held by a Congressman for his advisory committee on the
arts are not contributions because the receptions did not appear
to be held for the purpose of influencing re-election, but rather
for the purpose of carrying out the official’s duties as a Federal
officeholder.

The appearance of Congressman Perkins at the Eastern Kentucky
Veteran’s Forum appears to have been in accordance with his duties
as a federal officeholder, rather than for the purpose of
influencing re-election. Significantly, the forum was held at the
Pike County Courthouse during what had been declared by the
Judge/Executive of Pike County as "Veteran’s Awareness Week."

PLUS reports that there were other veteran activities taking place

in the same time frame as the forum. On April 24, 1990, there was

a radio talk show on one of the local stations that involved
discussions of veteran’s issues such as those addressed at the
forum.

The promotional flyer and newspaper advertisement announcing

the forum describe the program as an opportunity to hold
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discussions on veterans issues such as medical and health
services, compensation and pension benefits. The notices list the
Congressman as a speaker along with a local state Senator and
speakers from the Social Security Administration, the Kentucky
Center for Veteran’'s Affairs, the Small Business Administration
and the Huntington, Virginia VA Hospital, all of whom did in fact
appear on the program. PLUS insists in its response to the
complaint that "the sole purpose for having Congressman Perkins
speak was to receive a report on activities at the federal level
as they related to veterans in the [Kentucky] area." PLUS points
out that Congressman Perkins was not even given added importance
on the program by being selected as the first or last speaker.
The organization also notes that prior to Congressman Perkins’
introduction, the program moderator noted that there were other
candidates present and that PLUS is a non-political organization

that does not endorse any candidate.

4079

The complainant has made no allegation that campaign

literature or paraphernalia was distributed at any time during the

"
B,

3]

forum. Neither is there evidence that Congressman Perkins made a

9

statement while addressing the group expressly advocating his

re-election or the defeat of another candidate.2 There are no

allegations that campaign contributions were solicited or received

on behalf of Congressman Perkins. In summary, the primary

2. The Congressman announced at the forum, apparently for the
first time, that a House colleague who is chairman of an important
appropriations subcommittee has agreed to ‘recommend building a
veteran’s medical clinic in Kentucky. While it can be presumed
that the announcement generated at least some political benefit

to Congressman Perkins, it does not appear to be sufficient to
transform an event, that in every other aspect appears to be
non-campaign related, into a political rally.
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interest of PLUS in sponsoring the Veteran’s Forum appears to have
been to provide local veterans with information on issues of
special importance to them as an organized group. The Kentucky
Veteran’s Forum does not appear to have been a campaign related
activity. Accordingly, the Office of the General Counsel
recommends that the Federal Election Commission find no reason to
believe that the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee and Randy A.
Campbell, as treasurer, PLUS, Inc., (Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s
Referral), Ira E. Branham, Esq. or John B. Wells violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 441b.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find no reason to believe that the Carl C. Perkins
Election Committee, Randy A. Campbell, as treasurer violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b.

2% Find no reason to believe that PLUS, Inc., (Eastern
Kentucky Veteran’s Referral), Ira Branham, Esq. or John B.
Wells violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

3 Approve the appropriate letters.

4. Close the file.

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

G. rner
Associate General Counsel

7!‘1!%

Date

Attachments:
1. Response of PLUS, Inc. (Eastern
Kentucky Veteran’s Referral)
2. Response of Carl C. Perkins Election Committee,
Randy A. Campbell, as treasurer




In the Mattes of

Carl C. Perkins Election Committee, and
Randy A. Campbell, as treasurer;

Plus, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s
Referral) and Ira E. Branham, Attorney;

John B. Wells.

‘ BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

MUR 3059

N N N N P P P P

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on July 12, 1990, the

Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following

actions in MUR 3059:

1.

Find no reason to believe that the Carl C.
Perkins Election Committee, Randy A. Campbell,
ags treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Find no reason to believe that PLUS, Inc.,
(Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s Referral ),

Ira Branham, Esq. or John B. Wells violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Approve the appropriate letters, as recommended
in the General Counsel’s Report dated July 9,
1990.

(continued)




Pederal Election Commission
Certification for MUR 3059
July 12, 1990 B

4. Close the file.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald, McGarry,
and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

rjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in the Secretariat: Tuesday, July 10, 1990 11:07 a.m.
Circulated to the Commission: Tuesday, July 10, 1990 4:00 p.m.
Deadline for vote: Thursday, July 12, 1990 4:00 p.nm.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20463

July 17, 1990

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Jerry Cecil
P.O. Box 1308
Ashland, Kentucky 41105-1308

RE: MUR 3059

Dear Mr. Cecil:

On July 12, 1990, the Federal Election Commission reviewed
the allegations of your complaint dated April 30, 1990, and
found that on the basis of the information provided in your
complaint, and information provided by PLUS Inc. (Eastern
Kentucky Veteran’s Referral) and the Carl C. Perkins Election
Committee, there is no reason to believe that PLUS Inc., Ira
Branham Esq., the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee, Randy A.
Campbell, as treasurer, or John B. Wells violated the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971. Accordingly, on July 12, 1990,
the Commission closed the file in this matter.

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act") allows a complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission’s dismissal of this action. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a)(8).

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

=

Lols G. Lerner
Associatei!General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

: July 17, 1990
Ira E. Branham, Esq.

PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky
Veteran’s Referral)

505 Broadway

Paintsville, Kentucky 41240

RE: MUR 3059
PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky
Veteran’s Referral)

Dear Mr. Branham:

On May 14, 1990, the Federal Election Commission notified PLUS,
Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s Referral) and you of a complaint
alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

On July 12, 1990, the Commission found, on the basis of the
information in the complaint, and information provided by you, that
there is no reason to believe the Act was violated. Accordingly, the
Commission closed its file in this matter as it pertains to you and
PLUS, Inc.

This matter will become a part of the public record within
30 days. If you wish to submit any materials to appear on the public
record, please do so within ten days. Please send such materials to
the Office of the General Counsel.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

i
gy
/bl"‘""“‘
Lois G. L?rner
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20463

July 17, 1990

John B. Wells

c/0 PLUS Inc. (Eastern Kentucky
veteran’s Referral)

505 Broadway

Paintsville, Kentucky 41240

RE

oo

MUR 3059
PLUS Inc. (Eastern Kentucky
Veteran’'s Referral)

Dear Mr. Wells:

On May 14, 1990, the Federal Election Commission notified you
and PLUS, Inc. (Eastern Kentucky Veteran’s Referral) of a complaint
alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint was enclosed with that notification.

On July 12, 1990, the Commission found, on the basis of the
information in the complaint, and information provided by you, that
there is no reason to believe the Act was violated. Accordingly, the
Commission closed its file in this matter as it pertains to you and
PLUS Inc.

This matter will become a part of the public record within
30 days. If you wish to submit any materials to appear on the public
record, please do so within ten days. Please send such materials to
the Office of the General Counsel.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

BY: Lois G. /Lerner

Associate General Counsel
Enclosure

General Counsel’s Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 20463

July 17, 1990

Randy A. Campbell, Treasurer

Carl C. Perkins Election Committee
Route 550 Handymen

P.0. Box 509

Hindman, Kentucky 41822

RE: MUR 3059
Carl C. Perkins Election Committee

Dear Mr. Campbell:

On May 14, 1990, the Federal Election Commission notified the
Carl C. Perkins Election Committee ("Committee”) and you, as
treasurer, of a complaint alleging violations of certain sections
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint was enclosed with that
notification.

On July 12, 1990, the Commission found, on the basis of the
information in the complaint, and information provided by you,
that there is no reason to believe the Act was violated.
Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter as it
pertains to you and the Carl C. Perkins Election Committee.

This matter will become a part of the public record within
30 days. If you wish to submit any materials to appear on the
public record, please do so within ten days. Please send such
materials to the Office of the General Counsel.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

S0

BY: Lois G. Lerner
Associate General Counsel
Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
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