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FEDERAL ELE{CTION COMMISSION,

P] a i IitiI f

WILLIAM OSCAR GREEN, JR.

and

BILL GREEN FOR CONGRESS

COMMITTEE,

! V'L ACTION NO. C-76-1736-A

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT

4.r

Defendants

JURISL) SD C ON
1. Jurisdiction of thisi Court is.,irvokd pursuant to

28 U.S.C. §1345.,t; 1s11s - t-iorl autho ized and instituted pur-

suant to §311(a) (6) of the Federal Ection Campaign Act Amendments

of 1974, §313(a) (5) (B) and (6) .and 129(a) of the Federal Election

Campaign Act Amendments of 1976 L ereinafter referred to collec-

tively as "FECA, as 2 U.S.C. §437d(a) (6), §437g(a) (5) (B)
.' . , - .

and 544If(a)-

2. The deft ritrit William Oscar i een, Jr., a candidate for

election to the Unite-d States House of P(jpr (-en tatives from the

Seventh District of C-orgia, maintains an office at P.O. Box 503,

Mableton, Georgia 30059 and resides in this judicial district.

3. The defendant Bill Green for Congress Committee, a

political committee which is the principal campaign committee

supporting William Oscar Green, Jr. as a candidate for election

to the United States House of Represeh'tatiyes, maintains an office

at P.O. Box 503, Mableton, Georgia 30059.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
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4. The plaintiff Federal Election Commission (hereafter

"the FEC" or "the Commission") is an agency of the United States,

empowered by 2 U.S.C. §437e and §437d, to administer, interpret

and enforce FECA, and is expressly authorized to bring this action

by 2 U.S.C. §437q(a) (5)

5. The defeii:dant Willi( am Oscar Green, Jr. lost the Democratic

Party priimiary election on August 10, 1976. Prior to losing the

Party nomination, he was a candidate for Federal office within the

miianing of 2 U.S.C. §431.(b) , a s a crndidate for nomination for

election by the Democratic Party, having formally placed his name

in nomination on June 9, 1976 by filing a doclaration of candidacy

with the Geo rgia ItocrI- tic Party.

6. Tile defe.indant Bill Gr en for Congress Committee is a

political colI1itLee which was and is the principal campaign commit-

tee supportiAng Wiliiam O;car Green, Jr. as a candidate for election

to the Uni ted Stat es I Ihoue;o of PIpi (.'rltat ives.

7. The Federal .] ct ion (Ciipasign Act of 1971, as amended,

pirovidos for public di scio!;ure of funds contribute.d and expended

in coampaigns for e](-ction to 1 ' de al office. For purposes of the

Act, t e Ltiits "cindidte" , "election", "contribution", "expenditure"

and "Federal office" are defined by 2 U.S.C. §431.

8. All candidates for Federal office are required to designate

a principal campaign committee by 2 U.S.C. S432(e) (1). All principal

cc:mpaign committees (Are r(quir(-d by 2 U.S.C. §433 to register with

the Cou.niission and by 2 U.S.C. c432(a) to de.sicnate a chairman and

a treasurer.

9. All candidates for F'tcl office and their principal

(cw'npaign conu, itt ( ts at(_ re quir d to file i(.ports publcly disclosing

a]l c(on trii Ut_ ions t o th(. ir caiII)-iign aid (x>pendi tures made on behalf

of it by 2 U.S.C. 5434. Reports are re(quirred to be filed ten days

before ard thirty days after each election (2 U.S.C. 5434a{) (A)(i)

and (ii)) , nd within ten days of the close of a caladar cuarter

(2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1) (C)).

' . ,, ...



STATEMENT OF CLAIM

10. As a candidate for Federal office, William Oscar Green, Jr.

was and is required by 2 U.S.C §434(a)(1)(C) to file a quarterly

report on July 10, 1976, but has failed and refused to file that

report.

11. As a candidate for Federal office, William Oscar Green, Jr.

was and is required to file on July 31, 1976, ten days before the

primary election of August 10, 1976, a ten day pre-primary report

of contributions and expenditures, but despite notices from the

Commission on August 11 and August 12, 1976 that it had not yet

received that report, defendant William Oscar Green, Jr. has failed

and refused to file the ten day pre-primary report as required by

2 U.S.C. 5434 (a) (1) (A) (ii))

12. As a priiicipal campaign committee, the Bill Green for

Congress Committee was aind is required by 2 U.S.C. §433 to register

with the Commission and by 2 U.S.C. §432(a) to designate a chairman

and a treasurer, but has failed to register and designate a chairman

and a treasurer.

13. As a principal campaign committee, the Bill Green for

Congress Committee was and is required by 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1)(C) to

file a quarterly report on July 10, 1976, but has failed and refused

to file that report.

14. As a principal campaign counittee, the Bill Green for

Congr,,;s Coiunittee was and is required to file on July 31, 1976, ten

days before the prilli ,ry eIlection of August 10, 1976, a ten day pre-

primary report of contribut ions and expenditures, but despite notices

from the Comission on August I and August 12, 1976 that it had not

yet receivod that report, defe.nda:int Bill Green for Congress Commit-

tee has failed and refused to file the ten day pre-primary report as

required by 2 U.S.C. §434 (a) (1) (A) (i).

WHEREFORE, plaintiff Federal Election Commission respectfully

prays that this Court:

1) Grant an injunction enjoining defendants from continuing

to refuse to file the quarterly reports reqluired by the Act, 2 U.S.C.

§434;

-gJ,~J
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If

so

2) Order defendants to file all reports required to be
filed by 2 U.S.C. §434;

3) Order defendant Bill Green for Congress Committee
to register with the Commission and designate a chairman and a

treasurer;

4) Retain jurisdiction over this case until sixty days
subsequent to the general election of November 2, 1976 to assure
defendants' compliance with the requirements of the Act;

5) Order defendants to maintain for a period of one year
subsequent to the election of November 2, 1976, all books and records
relating to contributions and expenditures to and on behalf of
defendants' campaign as defined in the Act and to permit inspection
and copying of those books and records by the Commission upon

request;

6) Assess a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 against
defendants for failing and refusing to comply with the requirements

of the Act;

7) Award the Commission its costs in this action;
8) Such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN G. MURPHY, JR.
GENERAL COUNSEL

ASSANT GENERA>5.3OUNSEL

LES • S

DEPUTY ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

VICTOR STERLfNG-----
ATTORNEY

Attorneys for pli, AL4 volftfistuu
FederlEetor

1325 K Street, i @ , J l
Washington, D.C. 64 a h ! ' !/

Telephone No. - 382-5657
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NEWS FROM...

132S5 K Street, N.W.,Washington, D.C. 20463

RELEASE: ON RECEIPT C ~: DADVID I

(202) 382-4112

FDC FAES SUIT
AGAINST TDREE CANDIDATES

II NGJXX - OCIOBER 21 - The Federal Election Commission revealed today that it has
this week filed civil suits in three United States District Courts to compel three
federal candidates to carily with reportng requirmnts of the Federal Election Capagn
Act.

In separate suits involving three candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives,
the FEC asked the District Courts to order each candidate to file the July 10, 1976,
caiarterly report and subsequent quarterly reports, and to file the report required 10-day
prior to a recent primary election. The FEC also asked the courts to assess a penalty,
of not mrore than $5,000 against each candidate "for failing and refusing to canply with

The following are the candidates, the Congressional District/State, the date of the
candidate' s primary election, and the U.S. District Court in which the suits were filed,
(alphabetically byste)

William Green ........(7th District - Georgia) .........
(August 10, 1 ... (Northern District Court, Georgia)
.................. (ist District -Michigan)....

t , 7..........(Eastern District Court, Michigan)

Richard Ellis ........ (1st District - New Hamshire)
(Septefnber 14, 1976) ....... (New Hanpshire District Court)

The Ccmission stated in its court complaints that prior to filing civil suits, it
had sent two notices to the candidate who failed to designate a principal campaign
cxumittee, and also had notified each candidate twice concerning the failure to file the
pre-primrazy report.

Subsecquent to the primary election, the FEC also published each candidate's name
publicly, as required by the statute, as having failed to file the pre-election report.

In the case involving an August 3 primary (Elliot), the FEC sent pre-election
report filing notices to the candidate and his principal campaign commlittee on July 28
and July 30, and published the non-filer list on September 1.

In the case involving an X.gust i0O primnar; (Green), the FEC sent pre-election
report filing notices to the candidate and his principal campaign committee on August 11
and 12, and published the non-filer list on September 1.

In the case involving a September 14 primary (Ellis), the FEC sent a principal
campaign committee designation notice on August 13 and September 3, sent the pre-election
report filing notice on Septenber 8 and 10, and published the non-filer list on Setne 23.

In each case, under FEC caripliance procedures, the first notice inforned the candidate
that the Commrission has found "reason to believe" a violation of the Act may have occurred,
and the second notice informed1 the candidate that the Commission has found "reasonable
cause to believe" a violation of the Act may have occurred. Prior t f gsuit, the
Caiinission voted Lto find "probable cause" to believe a violation of : -- may have cculrred.

-- :. . TIM
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ) ) MUR 258 (76)

Non Filer/William Green

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election Commission,

do hereby certify that on October 7, 1976, the Commission determined by

a vote of 5-0 that there was probable cause to believe that violations

of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, had been

committed in the above-captioned matter. Voting that there was probable

cause to believe were Commissioners Aikens, Harris, Springer, Staebler,

and Thomson; Commissioner Tiernan was not present.

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

RUA



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ))
Non Filer/William Green )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegation

William Green as candidate for the U.S. House of

Representatives in the seventh district of Georgia has

failed to file the ten day pre-election report required by

C 2 U.S.C. S434(a) (1).

II. Evidence

Mr. Green's name appeared on the Georgia ballot for

the primary election held August 10, 1976 as candidate for

the U.S. House of Representatives in the seventh district.

The candidate failed to file a valid 10 day pre-election

report due July 31, 1976.

The candidate has filed a July 10 report which he

also marked as a ten day pre-election report. The dates of this

report did not cover the time period prescribed for a ten

day pre-election report. His expenditures as of July 10,

1976 were $1514.18.

Failing to file the ten day pre-election report, the

candidate received a reason to believe letter for non-filers

FEDERAL ILECT104 COMMISSION

OFF I~i CT~JS
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August 11, 1976. Bill Green for Congress, his principal

campaign committee, has not registered or filed any

financial reports. The committee was also sent and received

a reason to believe letter for non-filers when it failed

to file the ten day pre-election report.

The Commission did not receive any response from the

candidate or committee. On August 12, 1976, a reasonable

cause to believe letter for non-filers was sent to both the

candidate and his committee. These letters were received

by the candidate and committee August 19, 1976.

-. Having no response from the letters previously sent, the

Commission published the candidates name on a non-filers list

September 1, 1976. The candidate lost the primary receiving

4332 votes.

A follow up letter was sent by the General Counsel

September 24, 1976 informing the candidate of his name

publication and the General Counsel's intention to recommend

to the Commission that appropriate civil penalties be

sought. To date no reply has been received. F[DERALE[LECIONCCOMMISSIN

III.AnalsisOFFICIAL FILE COPY
III . Anal sisOFFICE OF G E ERAL COURiSEL

The candidate has failed to file the ten day pre-election

report. The Commission repeatedly contacted the candidate

informing him of his legal obligation.

The candidate has not responded to any efforts by the

Commission to correct or prevent a violation. The reasonable
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cause to believe letter advised him that the Commission

was ready to conciliate the case; but the candidate has

totally ignored his statutory right to utilize informal

methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion.

IV. Recommendation

It is recommended that the Commission find probable

cause to believe a violation has been committed of 2 U.S.C

S434(a) (1).

.A-

S DATED: g %" 1~

F.EDRAL ELECTiON COMMISSIOIOFFICIAL FILE COPY

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNfSEL
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREEI N.W.
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463 September 24, 1976

Mr. Wm. Oscar Green, Jr.
p. 0. Box 503
Mableton, Georgia 30059

Dear Mr. Green:

On September 1, 1976, your name was released 
for publica-

tion in a list of persons who had failed 
to meet the filing

requirements of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended. I have enclosed a copy of the publication.

As of this date, we have not received your 
report. If we

do not hear from you within five (5) days, 
we are prepared to

recommend to the Commission that we be 
allowed to seek appro-

priate civil penalties.

Please direct any response to (202)382-6462.

Sincerely,

0 rp MurPheo rlCounsel '

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested FY~y

All

I...

L
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NEWS FROM...

.~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~ .. , ..- ... ."....w , .. ... ..... .;..., !.'- -.|

1325 K Street, N.W.,Wushington, D.C. 20463

RELEASE: ON RECEIPT CONTACT: DAVID FISKE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1976 SUSAN TIFFT

(202) 382-4112

FEC PUBLISHES i'r

LIST OF "NON-FILERS" .,,

OFFICE Of UtRA CtMSL
WASHINGTON - SEPTEMBER I - The FEC today published the names of House and

Senate candidates and their "principal campaign committees" that failed to

file the required "ten-day pre-election report" of their campaign finances

in the August 3, August 5, August 10, August 14, Augusst 17, August 24 and

September 4 primaries.

In these primaries, the following candidates and their "principal

campaign committees" failed to file "ten--day pre--election reports":

Candidate State Primary Date

Lawrence S. Elliot (Ist Dist.) Michigan August 3
Isaac Hood (1st Dist.) Michigan August 3
Charles Nemeth (16th Dist.) Michigan August 3
William Rostrom (16th Dist.) Michigan August 3

Edward Brown (Sen.) Tennessee August 5

William Green (7th Dist.) Georgia August 10

Starting today, the Comission will continue to publish "non-filers"

for primary elections.

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended in 1974 and

1976, srtates that "lt shall be the duty of the Conission to...prepare and

pub] i.sh from time to time spec.al report,; listing those candidates...for

whor.., reports were not filed as so reqUiredic-c .

F'.deral candidates and comtai ttecs ~ust tile a "pre-elect ion' report

_10 c'ay:; before each e~.ction, cov , their financial transactions up

to 15 days be fore the elect ion. Under I'EC procedures, three notices are

( ti C , )


