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LNITED STATES DISTRICT COiT FOR THE
l EASTERN DISTRICT OF M1CHI1GAN ;
FEDERAL ELECYTO! COMMISSION, )
) A
Plaintiff ) .
)
V. ; CIVIL ACT1ON, NO.
LAWRENCE ELLIOTY ) COMPLAINT
)
and )
. : )
COMMITTEE TO ELLCT LAWRENCE ELLIOTT )
. ) '
: Defendants )
JURISDICTION _

1. Jurisdicti»n of this Court is invokXed pursuant to
2 U.S.C. §1345. 7This is an action authorized and institﬁted
pursuant to §31° (a) (6) of the rFederal Elcction Campaign Act
Amendments of 1%:4, §313(a) (5)(B) end (6) and §32%(a) of the
Federal Electio: Campsaign Act Emendrments of 1976 (hercinafier
referred to colt ctively aes "FrCA, os anended"), 2 u.s5.C.
§237d(a) (6), §4-7g(a)(5)(B) and §441f(a). . ‘

2. The defenfunt lewrence Elliott a cendidate Jor election
to the United S ates of House of Representatives E;om the Ist
District of Michigan, maintains an office at 20507 Gricgs,
Detroit, Michig:n and resides in this judicial disirict.

3. The defen:' -nt Committee to Elect Lawrence £)1ljiott is a
principal Campa’'gn Committee supporting cdelendant lawrence
Elliott as a candidate for election to the Uniied Statces House of
Pepresentatives and maintains an office et 11414 Lauder, Deiroit,

Michigen, in this judicial district.

_PARTIRS'
4. The plain iff Fedecral R?ﬂctjqn Cormission (herealler
"the FEC" of "the Comnission") is an agency oi'lhe United States,
caopowered by 2 V.8.C. §437c and 5437d, to adaminisler, intarprot

and caforce FEOA, and is cxpressly aulborized (o Lring this aciion

by 2 U.S.C. §4L7g(a) (5). - , o E
s _—
“‘..f,. .___,..\‘..
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5. T}‘efendant Lawrence Elliott ]‘ th.e Democratie
Party primary election in August 3, 1976. Prior to losing the
Pariy noinination, he was a candidate Jor federal office within
the meaning of 2 U.S.C. §431(b), #s a candidate for nomination
for election by the Democratic Party, having forimally placced
his nawme in nomination on June 1, 1976 by filing a petition with

the Wayne County, Election Department.

(o]

__THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPATGN ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED

6. zThe Feéeral Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
provideé for public disclosure of funds contributed and expended
in campaigns for election to federal office. For purposes of the
Act, the terms "candidete", principal camgaign committee,
"election”, "coniribution”, "expenditure" and "Fedcral office" are
Gefined by 2 U.S.C. §431.

7. All candidates for Federal office are required to designate
a principal ceaimpaign cémmittee by 2 U.S.C. §432(e)(1). Every
principal cempaign commnittce is reguired by 2 U.S.C. §432(a) to

esigrate a treasurer.

]

8. All candidates for Federal office are required to file
reports publicly disclosing all coniributions to their canmpaign
and exopenditures mede on behalf of it by 2 U.S.C. §434. Reports
are veguired to be filed ten days before and thirty cdeys afler
cach clection, (2 U.S.C. §434a(1)(R) (1) and (ii)) and within ten
cayvs of the clcse of a célendar guarter (2 U.S.C. £43%4a(l)(B).

9. »ps a candidate for Federal oifice, Lawcence Elliott was
and is reguived by 2 U.S.C. §4374(2) (1) (C) to {ile a quarterly
report cn July 10, 1976, but has failed and refused to file that
roport.

10. &As a candidate for Federal office, Lawrence ElLlioll was
and is yeguired to file on July 24, 1976, ten days Lefore the
priticy oleelion of August 3, 1976, a ten day pre privacy roport
of contrivutions and expoenditures, bul despite notice froa the
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Cmnmissioyn July 28, and July 30, 19'16‘::&: it had not

yet received that report, defendant Lawrence Elliott has failed
and yoefused to file the ten day pee-primevy report as requised

by 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1) (A)(i). .

11. As a principal compaign commiitce, the comnitlce to ¥lect
Lawrence Elliott is reguired by 2 ﬁ.S.C. §432(a) to designate a
treasurcer but defendant Committee to Elect Lawrence Elliott has
failed to designate a trecasurer.

12:'As a principal campaign cowmitlee, the Committee Lo Eleét
Lawrence Elliott, was and is required by 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1) (C)
to file a quarterly report on July 10, 1976, but has failed and
refused to file that report.

13. As a principal campaign commitice, the Committee to Flect
Lawrence Elliott, was and is required to file on July 24, 1976,
ten days before the primary election of Rrugust 3, 1976, a ten
éay pre-prirary report of contributions and expenditures, but
despite notices froin the Commission on July 28 &nd July 30, 1976
that it had not vet received that report, ceferdant Commiitce to
Elect l.zwrence Elliott has failed &nd refused to file the ten
Gay pre-primary report es reguired by 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1) (R) (1) .

WHAERLFORE, plaintiff Federal Fleciion Commission respectfully
preys that this Court:

1) Grant an injgpction enjoining delcndants frum continuing
to fail and refﬁgé7t0~¥§i;'tgétéﬁarterly repocis reguired by the
hct, 2 U.S.C. 5434;. |

2) Crder c¢eiendanis to file all raporis reguiced to be filed
by 2 U.S.C. §¢34.

o~

3) Ordexr defendant Cemnittee to Fleoct Toewwonce Rlliolt to
dcsignaie a trcasurcr as reguived by 2 U.S.C. §432(a);
4) Rctain jurisdiction over this case until sixbty days

subaccuent Lo the geaeral election of Roveober 2, 1876 io assare

defoerndants' cowpliance with ihe reguiremenls of the Act

i
5) order defendants to maintain for a poriod of one yvar

A . - . : ."
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records relating to contributions and ux!!nditurcs to «nd on
brhalf of his camapign as defined in the Act and {o permit

inspection and copying of those books and records by the Commission

upon reqguest;

€) Assess a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 against

defendants for failing and refusing to comply with the requirements

of the Act; J

7) Award the Commission its cosls in this action;

8) Such other and further relief 2s the Court deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN G. MURPHY, JR.
GERERAL COUNSEL

WILLIAM C. ¢
ASS1STANT

CERRLES N. STEELE
DEPUTY ASSTSTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

VICPOR SHTRLING™
ATPOrNEY

ttorneys for plaintifif
Fedeorel Bloction Commission
] 325 X Si rect, NOW.
Washignton, D.C. 20463

Telephone no. 382-5657

[




(202) 382-4112

FEC FILES SUIT
AGAINST THREE CANDIDATES

WASHINGTON ~ OCTOBER 21 - The Federal Election Cammission revealed today that it has

this week filed civil suits in three United States District Courts to campel three
federal candidates to camply with reporting requirements of the Federal Election Campaign
Act.

In separate suits involving three candidates fcr the U.S. House of Representatives,
the FEC asked the District Courts to order each candidate to file the July 10, 1976,
quarterly report and subsequent quarterly reports, ard to file the report required 10-day
prior to a recent primary electicn. The FEC also asked the ccurts to assess a penalty,
of not more than $5,000 against each candidate "for failing and refusing to camply with
/ these / requirements of the Act."

The following are the candidates, the Congressional District/State, the date of tho
candidate's primary election, and the U.S. District Court in which the suits were filed,
{alphabetically by state):

William Green ....... (7th District - GeCrgia) .ceeeeee..
(August 10, 1976)..... (Northern District Court, Georgia)

awrence S. ElliotN\.eevee (1st District - Michigan).......
{Bugust 3, 1976} e""c-..-. (Eastern District Court, Michigan)
Richard Ellis ...... . (lst District - New Hampshire)
(September 14, 1976) ....... (New Hampshire District Court)

The Commission stated in its court camplaints that prior to filing civil suits, it
had sent two notices to the candidate who failed to designate a principal campaign
camittee, and also had notified each candidate twice concerning the failure to file the

pre-primary report.

Subsequent to the primary election, the FEC also published each candidate's name
publicly, as required by the statute, as having failed to file the pre-election report.

In the case involving an August 3 primary (Elliot), the FEC sent pre-election
report filing notices to the candidate and his principal campaign camittee on July 28
and July 30, arnd published the non-filer list on September 1.

n the case invelving an August iJ dromary (Greenj, the FEC sant pra-eicction
report filing notices to the candidate and his principal campaign cammittee on August 11
and 12, and published the non-filer list on September 1.

In the case involving a September 14 primary (Ellis), the FEC sent a principal
campaign camittee designation notice on August 13 and September 3, sent the pre-election

report filing notice on September 8 and 10, and published the non~filer list on September 23.

In each case, under FEC campliance procedures, the first notice informed the candidate
that the Camission has found "reason to helieve” a violation of the Act may have occurred,

and the second notice informed the candidate that the Camission has found "reasonable
cause to believe" a violation of the Act may have occurred. Prior to filing suit, the

Camission voted to find "probable cause" to believe a violation of the Act may have occurred.

' vi
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
MUR 257 (76) .
Non Filer/Lawrence Elliott )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election Commission,
do hereby certify that on October 7, 1976, the Commission determined by
a vote of 5-0 that there was probable cause to believe that violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, had been
committed in the above-captioned matter. Voting that there was probable
cause to believe were Commissioners Aikens, Harris, Springer, Staebler,

and Thomson; Commissioner Tiernan was not present.

mwwwcﬁmy

MarJor1e W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

FEDERAL ELECTION CO3sSion

’U
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of )

Non Filer/Lawrence Elliott )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegations
Lawrence Elliott and his principal campaign committee,
Committee to Elect Lawrence Elliott, have failed to file

the ten day pre-election report required by 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1).

ITI. Evidence

Lawrence Elliott's name appeared on the Michigan
ballot for the primary election August 3, 1976 as a candidate
for the U.S. House of Representatives in the first district.
The candidate and his principal campaign committee, Committee
to tlect Lawrence Elliott, failed to file the ten day pre-
election report due July 24, 1976.

A prior notice was sent to the candidate, but was
returned unclaimed. Having received no ten day pre-election
report, the Commission sent both the candidate and his
committee a reason to believe letter for non-filers. The
letters were received by the candidate and the committee
July 28, 1976.

After no response from either candidate or committee;
the Commission sent Mr. Elliott and his c_mmlttee a reasonable
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cause to believe letter for non-filer. Both of these letter
were received.
A telephone conversation with the treasurer revealed
that he had resigned May 30, 1976. He said he would send
in the committee report and notify the candidate to file a
personal report.

No response was sent to the Commission is reference

to the letters or telephone conversation. The most recent report

of the Committee to Elect Lawrence Elliott reported $4,170.25
in expenditures. Mr. Elliott lost the primary receiving

2780 votes. The Commission published his name September 1,
1976 on a non-filers list.

A follow up letter has been sent to the candidate from
the General Counsel informing him of his name publication and
the General Counsel's intention to recommend to the Commission
that civil penalties be sought.

IITI. Analysis

The Commission has contacted the candidate repeatedly
informing him of his legal obligations as a federal candidate.
The candidate has not responded to these efforts to correct
or prevent any violation. The reasonable cause to believe
letter advised him that the Commission was ready to conciliate
the case; but the candidate has totally ignored his statutory
right to utilize the informal methods of conference,

conciliation and persuasicon. - ﬂn¢p;pgplm prmn
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IV. Recommendation

It is recommend that the Commission find probable cause

to believe a violation has been committed of 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (1).
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Mich.

MICH.

Phone Calls Regarding Possible Publication

Charles Nemeth - Sent 2 Post Card Forms (not certified)

He has designated the Camnittee To Elect Charles Nemeth as his PCC.

He said that he has not filed anything prior to this. He does not seem to
be very well informed. He refused to send a telegram

Y

- \,/ R
Iy Lt -
s

Lawrence Elliot - Treasurer resigned 5/30/76. ﬁe will send comittee's
report and notify candidate to file personal report.

larry Lick - Called to say that both camittee and candidate reports were
sent lst class mail 7/26/76. Will confim this by telegram.

[t frnrie OMBISSION
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mmZUMD Complete items 1. 2, and 3,
o >&Ep&.~ﬁ-39u:!gdo
reverse.

space on

1. The following service is requested (check one).
[ Show to whom and date delivered............. 15¢
[J Show to whom, date, & address of delivery.. 35¢
[0 RESTRICTED DELIVERY,
Show to whom and date delivered............. 65¢

" [] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery 85¢

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED NO. INSURED NO.

FLLC~P48412-000 24

(Always obtain signature of sddressee or agent)

I have received the article described above.
SIGNATURE O Addressce 3 Authorize \FNQ:

h@B&E@A mJ\w\.F, /

F Dnr.<nxv POSTMARK
S. ADDRESS (Complete only if raquestad)
6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE: CLERK'S
INITIALS

UV 031311830 ONV QIUNSNI ‘QIYILSIDIY ‘Ld13O3Y N¥NLIY

11 GPO: 1975—0O-568-047

s Beec it Bolehd ad el S iiahint St

[ ] mmZUmn Complete items 1, 2, and 3,

revesse.

Add your address in 9. ..’.u._.cnz .—.O.. ,.v-R on

1. The following service is requested ?_..onr,oanv
[J Show to whom and date delivered.....
[] Show to whom, date, & address o‘. mn_ina? mux

[ RESTRICTED DELIVERY.,.
Show to whom and date %rﬁ_.&

[] RESTRICTED DELJVERY, '} :
Show to t—.oi. date, and wn_m.d- On nn_ioq au\

SL61 "vef ‘I8¢ ws0j §4 -

i . 65¢

5 15¢

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED YO:

g
eS0T
3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION: B .
REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED ZO
L4 55442

(Always obtaln signature of dd

or agent)

I have received the article described above.

O Addressce D Authorized mwﬁ,:

/v\\\ o) S0

DATE OF DELIVERY

»\ M\m \“ m POSTMARK
5. ADDRESS (Complete only if requestad)
6. UNABLE YO DELIVER BECAUSE: - CLERK'S

INITIALS

VYN Q31411830 OGNV QIUNSNI 'T3¥ILSIOIY ‘1413034 NuNLIY
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@ SENDER: Compiete items 1. 2, and 3.
Add your address in the "RETURN TO"* space on

reverse,

1. The following service is requested (check one).
[[] Show to whom and date delivered......... .. 15¢
[J Show to whom, date, & address of delivery.. 35¢

[C] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom and date delivered

[J RESTRICTED DELIVERY,
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery 85¢

ireeeeeaen. 65¢

2. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

‘Ld13D

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED NO.

INSURED NO. -
FEEC -Paalia-gcose

(Always obtaln signature of addressee or agent)

‘Q3UILSIDIY

I have received the article described above,

SIGNATURE X.&anouﬂ.n 0O Authorized~ggent

?
/ T \flll\(\(M
4 -

DATE QF DELIVERY

I
[

5. ADDRESS (Compiste only it requested;
. \ v}

N,

6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE:

JIVN Q31412430 ANY Q3¥NSNI

SENDER: Complete items 1, 2, and 3.
¢ >m; 1_5,: address in the "RETURN TO' space on

reverse.,

‘uer "{{3¢ wiog Sd

G5t

‘C3431S193Y ‘2d1303Y NINL3IN

YW 031411830 ANY Q3IPNSNI

e

4

1. The following service is requested (check onc).
[[] Show to whom and date delivered... 15¢
[[] Show to whom, date, & address of delivery.. 35¢
[J RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom and date &a:«.n.mm& ............. 65¢
[] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.

3. ARTICLE DESCRIPTION:
REGISTERED NO. CERTIFIED NO.

I IR 2 O

(Always obtain signature of addresses or sgent)

I have reccived the article described above.
SIGNATURE [ Addrcssee 0 Authorized agent

N

DATE OF DELIVER , POSTMARK
> 1 -
)= th N
5. >o_uw3mmm {Complete only If requested)
AUSE: CLERK'S
6. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAU Crtnee

1 GPO: 1975—0-5CB-047
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.

WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463
September 24, 1976

Mr. Lawrence Elliot

20507 Greegs
Detroit, Michigan 48221

Dear Mr. Elliot:

On September 1, 1976, your name was released for publica-
— tion in a list of persons who had failed to meet the filing

requirements of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
o) amended. I have enclosed a copy of the publication.

As of this date, we have not received your report. If we
do not hear from you within five (5) days, we are prepared to
recommend to the Commission that we be allowed to seek appro-
& priate civil penalties.

Please direct any response to (202)382-1203.

- Sincerely,
~. | L4 &l .
o John G. Murphw Jr
Geperal Counsel
Certified Mail eraznes FIETTION OLMISSION
Return Receipt Reguested E 'iﬂ,"lﬁéléﬁpy
.
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1325 K Stroot, N.W,,Washington, D.C. 20463

RELEASE: ON RECEIPT . CONTACT: DAVID FISKE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1976 SUSAN TIFFT
(202) 382-4112
FEC PUBRLISHES F"f}:'ﬂl [10:;\7~~| p--t?:.g-\-u;ﬁ!

LIST OF "NON-FILERS"

L SN LT I
Ufﬂ ! Lbf{
GERICL CF G5CRaL SBusSEL

WASHINGTON - SEPTEMBER 1 - The FEC today published the names of House and
Senate candidates and their "principal campaign committecs' that failed to
file the required "ten-day pre-election report” of their campaign finances

in the August 3, August 5, August 10, August 14, August 17, August 24 and

Septembexr 4 primaries.

In these primaries, the follouving candidates and their "principal

campaign committees” failed to file "ten-day pre-election reports':

Candidate State Primary Date
Lawvrence S. Elliot (lst Dist.) Michigan Aupust 3
Isaac Hood (lst Dist.) . Michigan August 3
Charles Nemeth (l6th Dist.) Michigan August 3
William Rostrom (l16th Dist.) fichigan August 3
Edward Brown (Sen.) Tennessee August 5
William Green (7th Dist.) - Georgia August 10

-

Starting today, the Commission will continue to publish "non-filers"”
for primary elections.

The Federal Election Campaigrn Act of 1971, as ameunded in 1974 and
1976, states that "It shall be the duty of the Comrission to...prepare and
publish from time to time special reports listing those candidates...for
whom...reports were not filed as so required."

Federal candidates and comnittees must file a "pre-eclection' report
10 days before each election, covering their financial transactiouns up

to 15 days before the election. Under FEC procedures, thrce notices are

(more)
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of their requirced 10-day pre-election, and 30-day post e¢lection reports,

and the appropriate filing dates.
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The second notice is sent, by mailgram, only to candidates and
committees whose reports have not been received 8 diays before the primary,
and states that this "apparent failurec...gives the Comwission reason to
belicve" that the candidate or comwmittee is in violation of the reporting

requircments.

The third notice is sent, by mailgram, only to candidates and
committees whose reports are not filed 6 days before the primary, and states
that "continued failure to file has given the Comnission 'reasonable cause

to believe"

that they are in violation, and that "failure to respond may

subject [the candidate or committee) to...publication of [the candidate's

or comnittec's) name on a list of non-filers."

When a candidate or committee continues to fuil to file after receiving
the "prior notice" rewminder, and the "rcason to believe" and "reasonable |

causc to belicve"

and/or his committece on a list of noa-filers.

In addition to these "expodited" procedures
and/or their comumittees on a

reports, tne Cornission will netily candidates

routine basis with regard to montlly, guarterly
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