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REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL
TO
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: 24 November 1987

ANALYST: Brian J. Hancock

Californians for a Strong America
(C00172692)

Albert Cook, Treasurer

737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §434(a) (4) (A) (iv)
11 CFR 104.5(c) (2) (1) (A)

III. BACKGROUND:

Failure to File the 1987 Mid-Year Report

The Californians for a Strong America committee ("the
Committee"™) failed to file the 1987 Mid-Year Report of
Receipts and Disbursements covering the period from January
1, 1987 to June 30, 1987. The Committee was notified on
July 7, 1987 that the report was due on July 31, 1987
(Attachment 2). A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the
Committee on August 20, 1987 (Attachment 3).

On September 14, 1987 the Reports Analysis Division
("RAD") analyst attempted to contact Mr. Nick Sirokin,
Executive Director of the Committee, about the delinquent
report since Albert Cook, Treasurer of record for the
Committee could not be reached. Mr. Sirokin's secretary
informed the RAD analyst that he was out, but would contact
the analyst when he returned (Attachment 4). Mr. Sirokin
never returned the phone call.

As of this date, the 1987 Mid-Year Report has not been
filed.

IV. OTHER PENDING MATTERS INITIATED BY RAD:

None.
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CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA ID #C00172692 NON-PARTY NON-QUALIFIED
CONNECTED ORGANIZATION: BLANK

1985 MID-YEAR REFORT 1JANBS -30JUNBS 14 BSFEC/385/1823
YEAR-END 1JULBS -31DEC8BS 22 BGFEC/406/3607
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1JUL8S -31DECBS BGFEC/403/3708
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1JULBS -31DEC8S B6FEC/407/3910
REQUEST FDR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1JULBS -31DECES B6FEC/413/0813
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NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1APRB6 -30JUNBE BGFEC/426/3524
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KEQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1JULB6 -30SEPB6 B7FEC/463/5194
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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 10CTB6 -150CTB6 BGFEC/446/3844
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POST-GENERAL 160CTEB6 -24NOVEE B7FEC/468/348%
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NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 31DECE6 B7FEC/462/0037
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"REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS July 7, 1987

KZO MIST FILE
ALL PARTY COMMITTEES AND PACS (nmmmmmmn

SEGREGATED FUNDS) must file a repoct in July.

FEPORTING DATES

s « The Mid-Year Report is due July 31 and must disclose
financ activity that occurred from January 1 through June 30,
1987. Committees which have previously filed 1987 reports should
only report activity from the closing date of the last report filed.

Monthly., If the committee chooses to fils on a monthly basis, the
next monthly report is due July 20 and must disclose financial -
activity from June 1 through June 30, 1987. Monthly reports are due
by the 20th of each month and cover all financial activity of the
previous month.

WHAT MIST BE REPORTED |
A report must disclose all receipts and disbursements (not previously
reported) that occurred during the reporting period. A newly
registered political committee filing its first report should also
include all amounts received and expended before the committee
registered. See 11 CFR 104.3. For more detailed information on

reporting instructions, consult your Campaign Guide.

WHERE AND HOW TO FILE

Committees should consult the instructions on the enclosed FEC FORM
3X for details. Affix the peel-off label from the envelope to line 1
of the report. Any corrections should be made directly on the label.

CHANGE IN FILING FEEQUENCY

Committees that wish to change their upottiag schedule (for example,
from monthly to semiannual) must notify the Commission by sending a
letter with the next report due under their current reporting
schedule. Committees may change their filing frequency only once a

year.

COMPLIANCE

Political committees are responsible for filing all reports required
under the Act in a timely fashion. Committees and treasurers who

file late reports, or fail to file reports, are subject to

enforcement action. Illegible reports and reports submitted on non-
FEC forms will not be accepted; committees filing such documents will .
be required to refile.




1987 UPCOMING FILING SCHEDULE
PARTIES AND PACS

Retain this report notice for future reference. The next notice will
be sent December 18, 1987. Also, see the January 1987 lssue of the
FEC Record, which lists 1987 reporting dates.

Reg./Cert.

Mailing Filing
Period Covered 1/ Date 2/ Date 2/ .
01/01 - 06/30 07/31/87 07/31/87

07/01 = 12/31 91/31/e8 _ 01/31/88

lq.}Ecct.
Mailing riling
Period Covered Da
- 06 7
07/01 - 07/31
0s/01 - 0e/31
09/01 - 09/30
1l0/01 - 10/31
11/01 - 11/30
12/01 - 12/31

1/ A newly registered committee should refer to "WHAT MUST BE
REPORTED, " on the reverse side.

2/ Reports sent by certified or registered mail must be postmarked by
the mailing date. Reports mailed first class or hand delivered must
be received by the filing date.

FOR INFORMATION, Call: Information Services Division
202/376-3120 or 800/424-9530




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians For & Strong America
737 N. Robinson Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026

Identification Number: C00172692

Reference: Mid-Year Report (1/1/87-6/30/87)

Dear Mr. Cook:

It has come to the attention of the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission®™) that your committee may be in
violation of 2 U.S.C. §434(a) for failing to file the above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements. You were
notified previously of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report immediately with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the
Senate, as appropriate). A copy of the report or the relevant
portions should also be filed with the Secretary of State or
equivalent State officer. See 2 U.5.C. §439.

Although the Commission may initiate an audit or 1legal
enforcement action concerning this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

If you have any gquestions, please contact Robyn Jimeson on
our toll-free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202)
376-2480.

Sincerely,

fo
John D. Gibson

Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division




MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES:
COMMITTEE:: Californians for a Strong America

I.D. NUMBER: £00172692
CONTACT:

DATE: 9/14/87

ANALYST: anan | Hanfnck
SUBJECT:

Because I could not reach Albert Cook, the Treasurer of this committee,
I contacted Nick Sirokin, designated as Executive Director of the committee.

Mr. Sirokirls secretary answered the phone and informed me that Mr. Sirokin
was out of the office, but would return my call as soon as he could.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

RAD REFERRAL: B87NF-139
STAFF MEMBER: Phillip L. Wi
SOURCE OF MUR: INTERNALLY

GENERATED
RESPONDENTS :

Californians for a Strong America and
Albert Cook, as treasurer

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv)
INTERNAL REPORTS
CHECKED:

Disclosure Reports
FEDERAL AGENCIES
CHECKED:

None

I. GENERATION OF MATTER

The Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as

treasurer, were referred to the Office of the General Counsel by

the Reports Analysis Division for failure to file its 1987 Mid-

Year Report, in violation of 2 U.S5.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv) .
(Attachment 1).

II. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Californians for a Strong America ("the Committee")

failed to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report of Receipts and

Disbursements covering the period from January 1, 1987 to June
30, 1987. The Committee was notified on July 7, 1987 that the
report was due on July 31, 1987. A Non-Filer Notice was sent to
the Committee on August 20,

1987. (Attachment 1(f)).
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On September 14, 1987 the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD")
analyst attempted to contact Mr. Nick Sorokin, Executive Director
of the Committee, about the delinquent report, since Albert Cook,
the treasurer of record, could not be reached. (Attachment
1(g)). Mr. Sorokin never returned the telephone call. As of
this date, the 1987 Mid-Year Report has not been filed.

The Committee was referred to this Office on September 17,
1986 for failure to timely file the 1985 Year End, 1986 April
Quarterly and 1986 July Quarterly Reports (MUR 2265). In
addition, the Commission approved an expedited 2 U.S.C. § 438(b)
audit referral of the Committee on April 7, 1987 (AB7-17).

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv) all political
committees other than authorized committees of a candidate shall
file, in any calendar year without a regularly scheduled general

election, a report covering the period beginning January 1 and

ending June 30, which shall be filed no later than July 31.

The Committee's failure to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report by
July 31, 1987 is a violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).
III. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Open a MUR.

v 18 Find reason to believe that the Californians for a Strong

America and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 434 (a) (4) (A) (iv).




3.

A
Date : / 7[%‘:71

Attachments
1l - Referral Materials
2 - Proposed Letter and Factual and Legal
Analysis

General Counsel

Staff person: Phillip L. Wise
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In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America RAD Ref. 87NF~-139 \MM 256 y)
and Albert Cook, as treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on January 5, 1988, the
Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following

actions in RAD Ref. B87NF-139:

1. Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe that the Californians for
a Strong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S5.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).
Approve the letter and Factual and Legal Analysis,
as recommended in the First General Counsel™s Report
signed December 21, 1987.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald,

McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

MZ/M/

Mar]orle W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in the Office of Commission Secretary: Mon., 12-21-87, 3:47
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis: Tues., 12-22-87, 11:00
Deadline for vote: Tues., 01-05-88, 4:00




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, DC 20463 January 11, 1988

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Albert Cook, Treasurer
737 North Robinson Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026

MUR 2568
Californians for a
Strong America and
Albert Cook, as
treasurer

Dear Mr. Cook:

On January 5, 1988, the Federal Election Commission found
that there is reason to believe the Californians for a Strong
America ("Committee") and you, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a) (4) (A) ((iv), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The Factual and Legal

Analysis, which formed a basis for the Commission's finding, is
attached for your information.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate that
no action should be taken against the Committee and you, as
treasurer. You may submit any factual or legal materials that
you believe are relevant to the Commission's consideration of
this matter. Please submit such materials to the General
Counsel's Office within 15 days of your receipt of this letter.

In the absence of any additional infermation demonstrating
that no further action should be taken against the Committee and
you, as treasurer, the Commission may find probable cause to
believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with
conciliation.

If you are interested in pursuing pre-probable cause
conciliation, you should so request in writing. See 11 C.F.R.
§ 111.18(d). Upon receipt of the request, the Office of the
General Counsel will make recommendations to the Commission
either proposing an agreement in settlement of the matter or
recommending declining that pre-probable cause conciliation be
pursued. The Office of the General Counsel may recommend that




Letter to Albert Cook, treasurer
Page 2

pre-probable cause conciliation not be entered into at this time
so that it may complete its investigation of the matter.
Further, the Commission will not entertain requests for pre-
probable cause conciliation after briefs on probable cause have
been mailed to the respondent.

Requests for extensions of time will not be routinely
granted. Requests must be made in writing at least five days
prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause
must be demonstrated. 1In addition, the Office of the General
Counsel ordinarily will not give extensions beyond 20 days.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address, and telephone number of such counsel,
and authorizing such counsel to receive any notifications and
other communications from the Commission.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.8.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A), unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the investigation to be
made public.

For your information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's procedures for handling possible violations
of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact Phillip L.
Wise, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 376-8200.

Since;;zf, ) .
Thomas” J.~ Joskfiak
Chairman
Enclosures
Factual and Legal Analysis

Procedures
Designation of Counsel Form




RESPONDENTS: Californians for a Strong America MUR: 2568
Albert Cook, as treasurer

The Californians for a Strong America ("the Committee")

failed to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report of Receipts and

Disbursements covering the period from January 1, 1987 to June

30, 1987. The Committee was notified on July 7, 1987 that the

report was due on July 31, 1987. A Non-Filer Notice was sent to

the Committee on August 20, 1987.

On September 14, 1987 the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD")

analyst attempted to contact Mr. Nick Sorokin, Executive Director

of the Committee, about the delingquent report, since Albert Cook,

the treasurer of record, could not be reached. Mr. Sorokin never

the 1987 Mid-Year

returned the telephone call. As of this date,

Report has not been filed.

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4) (A) (iv) all political

committees other than authorized committees of a candidate shall

s file, in any calendar year without a regularly scheduled general

election, a report covering the period beginning January 1 and

ending June 30, which shall be filed no later than July 31l.

The Committee's failure to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report by

July 31, 1987 is a violation of 2 U.8.C. § 434 (a) (4) (A) (iv).




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D¢ 2046 February 12, 1988

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

RE: MUR 2568
Californians for a Strong
America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Cook:

By letter dated January 11, 1988, the Californians for a
Strong America ("Committee®) and you, as treasurer, were notified
that on January 5, 1988, the Federal Election Commission found
reason to believe that there was a violation of 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a) (4) (A) (iv), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

To date, the Committee and you, as treasurer, have not
responded to the notification. Unless we receive a response from
you within 5 days, this Office will proceed to the next stage of
the enforcement process.

Attached for your information is a copy of the notification
and Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for the
Commission's finding.

Should you have any questions, please contact Phillip L.
Wise, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 376-8200.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble

General Couns . :

Lois G. Lerner
Associate General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGITON, D C 20464 February 12, 1988

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

RE: MUR 2568
Californians for a Strong
America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Cook:

By letter dated January 11, 1988, the Californians for a
Strong America ("Committee") and you, as treasurer, were notified
that on January 5, 1988, the Federal Election Commission found
reason to believe that there was a violation of 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a) (4) (A)(iv), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

To date, the Committee and you, as treasurer, have not
responded to the notification. Unless we receive a response from
you within 5 days, this Office will proceed to the next stage of
the enforcement process.

Attached for your information is a copy of the notification
and Factual and Legal Analysis, which formed a basis for the
Commission's finding.

Should you have any questions, please contact Phillip L.
Wise, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 376-8200.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Noble
General Cou

oo T

Lois G. Lerneér
Associate General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON DO J2dbd

March 1, 1988

MEMORANDUM
TO: The Commission

FROM: Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

SUBJECT: MUR #2568
Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as
treasurer

Attached for the Commission's review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues
of the above-captioned matter. A copy of this brief and a letter
notifying the respondents of the General Counsel's intent to
recommend to the Commission a finding of probable cause was
mailed on February 29, 1988. Following receipt of respondents'

reply to this notice, this Office will make a further report to
the Commission.

Attachments
1-Brief (1)
2-Letter to respondents (1)

Staff Person: Phillip L. Wise




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D et

February 29, 1988

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Stong America
737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

MUR 2568
Californians for a Stong
America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer

Cook:

Dear Mr.

Based on information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the Pederal

O Election Commission, on January 5, 1988, found reason to believe ;
s that Californians for a Strong America and you, as treasurer, _
violated 2 U.8.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv), and instituted an

investigation in this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared to

O recommend that the Commission find probable cause to believe that

a violation has occurred.

The Commission may or may not approve the General Counsel's
recommendation. Submitted for your review is a brief stating the
M position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues
of the case. Within 15 days of your receipt of this notice, you
may file with the Secretary of the Commission a brief (10 copies
if possible) stating your position on the issues and replying to
the brief of the General Counsel. (Three copies of such brief
should also be forwarded to the Office of the General Counsel, if
possible.) The General Counsel's brief and any brief which you
may submit will be considered by the Commission before proceeding
to a vote of whether there is probable cause to believe a
violation has occurred.

If you are unable to file a responsive brief within 15 days,
you may submit a written request for an extension of time. All
requests for extensions of time must be submitted in writing five
days prior to the due date and good cause must be demonstrated.
In addition, the Office of the General Counsel ordinarily will
not give extensions beyond 20 days.




Letter to Albert Cook, Treasurer
Page 2

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that the
Office of the General Counsel attempt for a period of not less
than 30, but not more than 90 days. to settle this matter through

a conciliation agreement.

Should you have any questions, please contact Phillip L.
Wise, the attorney assigned to handle this matter, at (202) 376
8200.

Sinc

Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief




In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2568
and Albert Cook, as treasurer

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF
I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This matter arose as a referral from the Reports Analysis
Division (hereinafter, "RAD"). RAD indicated that the
Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer
(hereinafter, "Respondents®) failed to file its 1987 Mid-Year
Report, in violation of 2 U.S8.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

On January 5, 1988, the Commission found reason to believe
that Respondents violated 2 U.5.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv). A letter
notifying Respondents of the Commission's finding was mailed on
January 11, 1988. No response has been received to this
notification. On February 12, 1988, this Office by both
certified and regular mail forwarded an additional notice to
Respondents informing them of the Commission's finding and, in
addition, giving notice that if no response were forthcoming
within 5 days, this Office would proceed to the next stage of the
enforcement process. No response has been received to this
second notice.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act") provides pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv), that all
political committees other than authorized committees of a

candidate shall file, in any calendar year without a regularly




scheduled general election, a report covering the period

beginning January 1 and ending June 30, which shall be filed no

later than July 31.

The Respondents' failure to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report Dby

1987 is a violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

July 31,

Accordingly, the Office of the General Counsel recommends

that the Commission find probable cause to believe the

Californians for a Stong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer,

violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).
III. GENERAL COUNSEL'S RECOMMENDATIONS
Find probable cause to believe the Californians for a Strong

America and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

* § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv). /
o o/ 3’7/ & /J

- Date | y Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Staff Person: Phillip L. Wise
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In the Matter of

)
)
Californians for a Strong America ) MUR 2568
and Albert Cook, as treasurer )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
X. BACKGROUND

This matter arose as a referral from the Reports Analysis
Division (hereinafter, "RAD"). RAD indicated that the
Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer
(hereinafter, "Respondents”) failed to file its 1987 Mid-Year
Report, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

On January 5, 1988, the Commission found reason to believe
that Respondents violated 2 U.S5.C. § 434(a)(4) (A) (iv). A letter
notifying Respondents of the Commission's finding was mailed on
January 11, 1988. No response was received to this notification.
On February 12, 1988, this Office forwarded an additional notice
by both certified and regular mail to Respondents informing them
of the Commission's finding and, in addition, giving notice that
if no response were forthcoming within 5 days, this Office would
proceed to the next stage of the enforcement process. The

certified receipt shows that Respondents received this second

I 1 .
notice on February 22, 1988.‘/ No response was received to this

second notice.
On March 1, 1988, this Office mailed the Respondents a brief

stating the position of the General Counsel on the legal and

1/ The certified receipt returned to this Office on February 29,
1988 shows that Respondents signed the green return receipt for
the second notice on February 22, 1988.




-2-

factual issues of the case by certified mail. This brief also

informed the Respondents that the General Counsel was prepared to

tecommend that a violation had occurred. To date no response has

been received to this brief, nor has there been a receipt for the

certified letter returned to this Office.

II. ANALYSIS

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the

Act") provides pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv), that all

political committees other than authorized committees of a

candidate shall file, in any calendar year without a regularly

scheduled general election, a report covering the period

beginning January 1 and ending June 30, which shall be filed no

later than July 31.

The Respondents' failure to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report by

July 31, 1987 is a violation of 2 U.S5.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

Accordingly, the Office of the General Counsel recommends

that the Commission find probable cause to believe the

Californians for a Stong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer,

violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY

I1I.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Find probable cause to believe the Californians for a Strong

America and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

Approve the attached conciliation agrgement and letter.

1/ /o8

Date ( /
(

, General Counsel
W

Attachments

l. Proposed Conciliation Agreement
2. Letter

Staff Person: Phillip L. Wise




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2568

and Albert Cook, as treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Federal Election Commission executive session of April 19,

1988, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a

vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in MUR 2568:

M 1 S Find probable cause to believe the Californians
~ for a strong America and Albert Cook, as
treasurer, vioclated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv) .

Approve the conciliation agreement and letter
attached to the General Counsel's report
dated April 7, 1988.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald,

McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

H-19-28

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 2046} ml 22, 1988

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Albert Cocok, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

MUR 2568

Californians for a Strong
America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Cook:

On April 19, 1988, the Federal Election Commission found
that there is probable cause to believe Californians for a Strong
America, and you, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv),
a provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, in connection with the failure to file a 1987 Mid-Year
Report.

The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct such
violations for a period of 30 to 90 days by informal methods of
conference, conciliation, and persuasion, and by entering into a
conciliation agreement with a respondent. If we are unable to
reach an agreement during that period, the Commission may
institute a civil suit in United States District Court and seek
payment of a civil penalty.

Enclosed is a conciliation agreement that the Commission has
approved in settlement of this matter. If you agree with the
provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign and return it,
along with the civil penalty, to the Commission within 10 days.

I will then recommend that the Commission approve the agreement.
Please make your check for the civil penalty payable to the
Federal Election Commission.

If you have any questions or suggestions for changes in the
enclosed conciliation agreement, or if you wish to arrange a
meeting in connection with a mutually satisfactory conciliation




Letter to Albert Cook, Treasurer
Page 2

agreement, please contact Phillig L. Wise, the attorney assigned
to this matter, at (202) 376-8200.

Noble
General Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement




‘e et

ﬁummmw 83JUL

K] ‘
In the Matter of Mm' 03

)
)
Californians for a Strong America ) MUR 2568 Jr
and Albert Cook, as treasurer )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
EXECUTIVE SEaoiny
re  N— JUL 26 1988

This matter arose as a referral from the Reports Analysis
Division ("RAD"). RAD indicated that the Californians for a
Strong America and Albert Cook, as treasurer (“Respondents"”)
failed to file its 1987 Mid-Year Report, in violation of 2 U.S8.C.
§ 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

On April 19, 1988 the Commission found probable cause to
believe that the Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).
Notification of the Commission's findings and a proposed
conciliation agreement were mailed certified to the Respondents
on April 22, 1988. Respondent, Albert Cook, as shown on the
green return receipt, received this notification on June 4, 1988.
Mr. Cook has not responded to this notice or to any of the other
notifications he has received throughout this matter.

Respondents have given no indication that a conciliation of
this matter is desired; therefore, the Office of the General
Counsel recommends that the Commission authorize the filing of a
suit for civil relief.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Authorize the Office of the General Counsel to file a
civil suit for relief in United States District Court
against Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer.




- 1 Approve the attached letter.

21 Jag

pate ' [

" General Counsel

Attachment
l. Letter

Staff Assigned: Phillip L. Wise




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2568
and Albert Cook, as treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session of July 26,
1988, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in MUR 2568:

: Authorize the Office of the General Counsel

to file a civil suit for relief in United
States District Court against Californians
for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as
treasurer.

Approve the letter attached to the General
Counsel's report dated July 12, 1988.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald,

McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

__7-Ly-£E aac.ﬁ&_’{&m/
Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 20463
July 29, 1988

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

MUR 2568

Californians for a Strong
America and Albert Cook,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Cook:

You were previously notified that on April 19, 1988, the
Federal Election Commission found probable cause to believe that
Californians for a Strong America and you, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A) (iv), a provision of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with the
captioned matter.

As a result of our inability to settle this matter through
conciliation within the allowable time period, the Commission has
authorized the General Counsel to institute a civil action for
relief in the United States District Court.

Should you have any questions, or should you wish to settle
this matter prior to suit, please contact Ivan Rivera, Assistant
General Counsel, at (202) 376-8200, within five days of your
receipt of this letter.

wrence M. Noble
General Counsel




Lawrence M. Noble
General Counsel

Richard B. Bader
Associate General Counsel

Ivan Rivera
Assistant General Counsel

Robert W. Bonham, III

Attorney ISTRICT

CLERK, U3,
ENTRAL DISTRICT OF CAL{Fn1a
DEPUTY |

FOR THE PLAINTIFF

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20463

(202) 376-5690
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SLERY. LS. DISTHCT CORRT
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFOF

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION,

2 B03

Plaintiff,
No. CV-88-6449-AWT(Ex)

V.

e
> @

FINAL ORDER AND DEFAULT

CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG
JUDGMENT

AMERICA, et al.,

- g
~
— S St St Sl S

Defendants.

FINAL ORDER AND DEFAULT JUDGMENT

LIS
W33 19T

.

8 3460

Upon consideration of the plaintiff Federal Election

Commission’s motion for default judgment against defendants

1€:01HY 92 NP 68

HEISLUC
R T

NOIT

Californians For A Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as

treasurer,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the plaintiff’s motion be and the

same hereby is granted.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that: ;;
n

L Defendants Californians For A Strong America and Alberten

J. Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(iv) by 2 ?E

e




failing to file CSA’'s 1987 mid-Year Report on or before July 31,
1987;

- Defendants Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, shall file CSA’'s 1987 Mid-Year and all
other overdue reports of receipts and expenditures within fifteen
(15) days from the date of entry of this default judgment.

3-

Defendants Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(6)(B)(iii) by

failing to properly report the independent expenditures incurred

in connection with communications advocating the defeat of

Senator Alan Cranston, including fundraising letters which

requested financial help to "retire" or "defeat" Senator

2 7 0 1

Cranston, and television and radio advertisements, which included

the phrase "Defeat Alan Cranston," during 1985 and 1986.

7

4. Defendant Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, shall amend CSA’'s reports of receipts and
expenditures to properly disclose all independent expenditures by
CSA within fifteen (15) days from the date of entry of this
default judgment.

2. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 441d(a)(3) since at
least five of the solicitation letters financed by Californians
For A Strong America failed to state that the communication was
not authorized by a candidate or candidate’s committee.

5. pefendants Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook,

as treasurer, are permanently enjoined from future

violations of 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a)(4)(A)(iv), 434(b)(6)(B)(iii) and

- 2w



d41d(a)(3).

7. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, shall pay to the plaintiff rederal
Election Commission, within fifteen days from the date of entry
of this default judgment, a civil penalty in the total amount of
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for which defendants shall be

This amount represents civil

jointly and severally liable.
penalties of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each of the three

foregoing violations by defendants. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a)(6)(B); and

8. Defendant Californians For A Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer, shall pay the plaintiff Federal Election
Commission, within fifteen (15 days) from the date of entry of
this order and judgment, the additional sum of $27.31. This

date by or on behalf of the Commission in this action.

~ o o e WowN

%3 amount represents the total costs which have been incurred to
b.

B Wy g A. WALLACE TASHIMA

P Date A, Wallace Tashima
'9 United States District Judge

Copies to:

Robert W. Bonham, III

22 Office of the General Counsel
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

23 999 E Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20463

24 (Counsel for plaintiff),

and




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20463
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